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HoDm  YeiDoo  Ladles'  issociation  of  me  umoq. 


Regent. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 
Winter  Address,  45  East  68tli  St.,  New  York  City. 

Summer  Address,  Southampton,  Long  Island,  Care  Gen.  Thos.  Barber. 


Vicc'Regrnis. 


MRS.  ALEX.  MITCHELL,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Winter  Address,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  Spray,  Rockingham  Co.,  N.  C. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  1722  H  St.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT.  Care  A.  W.  Coombs,  Portland,  Me. 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Stratford,  Conn. 

MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  115  East  Franklin  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFEJuLOW,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

MRS.  MILAN  L.  WARD,  703  South  Poplar  St.,  Ottawa,  Kan. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  2426  Prytanla  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  114  North  Division  St.,  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich. 

MRS.  L.  Z.  LEITER,  Box  L,  Chicago,  111. 

MRS.  N.  P.  HILL,  531  Fourteenth  St.,  Denver,  Col. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Box  153,  Dover,  Del. 

MRS.  PHCEBE  A.  HEARST,  Pleasanton,  Cal.;  1400  New  Hampshire 
Ave.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MRS.  CHARLES  E.  FLANDRAU,  385  Pleasant  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER,  42  Islington  St,  Portsmouth.  N.  H. 

MRS.  FANNY  G.  BAKER,  121  East  Monroe  St.,  Jacksonville.  Fla. 


MRS.  JOSEPH  A.  WILDER,  93  Charlton  St.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

MRS.  GEO.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  417  North  Charles  St.,  Baltimore, 

Md.;  Summer  Address,  "Ashby,"  near  Easton,  Talbot  Co.,  Md. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
MRS.  BENJ.  GRAHAM,  5145  Lindell  Ave.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
MRS.  THOS.  SHAPARD  WEBB,  "Middlebrook,"  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  Care  Isaac  Townsend.  Union  Club,  Fifth 

Ave.  and  121st  St,  New  York  City. 
MRS.  WM.  AMES,  121  Power  St,  Providence,  R.  I. 
MRS.   CHAS.   C.   HARRISON,   1618   Locust   St.,   Philadelphia,    Pa.; 

Summer  Address,  Devon,  Pa. 
MRS.  THOS.  MAXEY,  Austin,  Texas. 
MRS.  JAMES  E.  CAMPBELL,  Hamilton,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio. 


{Secretary  of  Councils. 
JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD Ottawa,  Kan. 

Treasurer. 
MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS Washington,  D.  C. 


Resident  Superintendent. 
MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE Mt  Vernon-cn-Potomac,  Va. 


Resident  Assistant  Superinteudeut. 
MR.  JAMES  YOUNG Mt.  Vernon-on-Potomac,  Va. 


Advisory  Committee. 

CHIEF-JUSTICE  FULLER.. U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washington.  D.  C. 

MR.  JAMES  CARTER 277  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

HON.  THOS.  M.  McCARTER Newark.  N.  J. 


MX.  VERNON. 


1900. 

MINUTRS  OP  GOUNOm. 


FIRST  DAY— THl  RRDAY,  MAY  10,  1900. 

Morning  Session, 

Council  met  at  10  oVloek  a.  m.,  Regent  presiding. 

Meeting  called  to  order. 

Reading  of  scripture  and  repeating  the  Lord's  prayer. 

Roll  called. 

Present : 

MRS.  J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND.  Regent. 

MRS.  WALKER,  Vice-Regenfe  for  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  SWEAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

MRS.  PLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  WARD.  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MISS  COMEGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

MRS.  MAXEY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

The  Regent  called  for  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
1899,  which  were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

At  11  o'clock  the  reading  was  interrupted  by  a  request 
to  grant  an  interview  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Snowden.  Moved  by 
Mrs.  Walker,  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina,  that  the  re- 
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quest  be  granted;  seconded  by  Mrs.  Ball,  and  carried.  Mr. 
Snowden  has  resided  for  forty  years  in  the  near  neighbor- 
hood of  Mount  Vernon.*  He  was  accompanied  by  Miss 
Eugenie  De  Land,  who  brought  a  portrait  of  General  Wash- 
ington, painted  by  herself,  and  neatly  framed.  It  was  cop- 
ied from  the  rare  steel  engraving  of  Joseph  Wright,  found 
in  the  Literary  Magazine,  published  in  Tx)ndon,  August  1, 
179^.  The  flesh  tints  were  closely  studied  from  Gilbert 
Stuart's  portrait  of  Washington  in  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of 
Art,  and  the  uniform  from  the  original  in  the  National 
Museum.  When  Joseph  Wright  was  desirous  of  procuring 
a  sitting,  he  was  refused  in  consequence  of  the  exacting 
cares  and  duties  of  the  first  President.  The  artist,  how- 
ever, was  determined  in  his  purpose,  and  the  President 
being  a  regular  attendant  at  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  Broadway, 
New  York,  where  a  canopied  pew  had  been  prepared  for 
his  use,  Wright  obtained  permission  from  the  occupant  of 
one  immediately  opposite  to  use  that  position  for  a  Sun- 
day morning  or  two  to  take  a  miniature  profile  likeness 
of  the  President  in  crayon,  as  he  sat  entirely  unconscious 
of  the  act.  This  the  artist  etched  and  published  on  a  card, 
which  became  very  rare,  three  impressions  only  having 
been  known.  This  portrait  was  claimed  then  to  be  one 
of  the  most  correct  likenesses  of  George  Washington,  who 
was  at  that  time  sixty  years  of  age.  This  picture  she 
wished  to  present  to  the  Association,  to  be  kept  at  Mount 
Vernon.    The  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Reading  of  minutes  resumed. 

Adjourned  at  12:30. 

Afternoon  Session, 

Council  met  at  2  o'clock. 
Reading  of  minutes  concluded. 


♦Mr.  Snowden  subsequently  made  a  gift  of  fifty  copies  of  his 
pamphlet,  "Memorials  of  Washington,"  which  was.  highly  appreciated. 


Mrs.  Baker,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida,  arrived  by  boat. 
Telegram  received  from  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent 
for  Louisiana: 

New  Orleans,  La.,  May  10,  1900. 
Mrs.  Townsend,  Mount  Vernon: 

To'my  dear  Regent,  and  all  the  ladies  assembled  in  Grand  Cotm- 
cil  to-day,  my  loving  greetings,  with  sincere  regret  I  cannot  be  with 
you.  Your  suffering  sister,  Idu  A.  Richardson. 

Regent  reported  a  letter  received  from  Mrs.  Barnes, 
Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  is  ill  at  her 
home  in  Washington;  also  a  letter  from  Mrs.  N.  P.  Hill, 
Vice-Regent  for  Colorado,  who  is  detained  at  home  by  the 
severe  illness  of  her  husband.*  Great  regret  for  the  ab- 
sence of  these  ladies  and  sympathy  for  their  affliction  was 
expressed  by  all  present. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  Mrs.  George  R.  Golds- 
borough,  sent  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks,  with  glass 
shades,  heirlooms  in  the  Goldsborough  family,  which  ^he 
presented  to  the  Association,  in  compliance  with  the 
will  and  bequest  of  her  late  husband.  These  were  grate- 
fully accepted,  and  a  letter  of  thanks  forwarded  to  Mrs.. 
Goldsborough. 

She  also  sent  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks  which  be- 
longed originally  at  Mount  Vernon  (inherited  by  Mrs.  Golds- 
borough from  her  great-grandmother,  Mrs.  Washington),, 
which  she  offered  for  sale.  Moved  by  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Pennsylvania,  seconded  by*  the  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia, 
that  the  Association  secure  from  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  the  silver  candlesticks  that  orig 
inally  belonged  at  Mount  Vernon.    Carried. 

Regent  presented  a  letter  from  Mrs.  M.  Clarkson,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Nebraska,  expressing  her  regret  that  her  many 
duties  prevented  her  from  attending  Councils,  and  tender- 
ing her  resignation  from  the  Association.  Resignation  ac- 
cepted with  regret. 

♦Hon.  N.  P.  Hill,  ex-Senator  from  Colorado,  died  at  his  home  in. 
Denver.  May  22,  1900. 
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Miss  McFadden,  of  New  York,  has  for  years  sent  an 

annual  gift  of  a  flag  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  following  letter  accompanied  the  gift  of  two  flags 

to  this  Council: 

1307  Main  Street,  PeeksklU,  N.  Y. 
Mrs,  Justine  V.  R.  Totciisend: 

Dear  Madam, — Your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  on  May  fif- 
teenth at  Mount  Vernon  I  will  have  to  decline  with  many  thanks,  be- 
cause of  my  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years,  much  as  I  would  like 
♦o  be  with  you,  for  I  have  been  taught  from  early  childhood  to  rever- 
ence the  name  of  Washington.  If  not  in  person,  I  will  be  with  you  in 
thought.  Respectfully  yours,  Sarah  A.  McFadden. 

April  24,  1900. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  from  the  Relic  Committee,  sent  a 
bound  volume  containing  a  list  of  all  relics  in  possession 
of  the  Association,  carefully  arranged  to  signify  whether 
acquired  by  purchase,  loan,  or  gift. 

Adjourned  at  5:30  p.  m. 


SECOND  DAY— FRIDAY,  MAY  11,  1900. 

Morning  Session. 

Council  met  at  9:30  a.  m.,  Regent  presiding. 

Devotional  exercises. 

Roll  called. 

Present : 

MRS.  WALKER,  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  SVi^EAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  MAXEY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

MRS.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

MISS  COMEGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 


Minutes  of  previous  day  corrected  and  accepted. 
Regent  read  her  annual  report,  as  follows: 

REGENT'S  REPORT. 

Dear  Ladies, — It  is  with  a  happiness  quite  different 
from  all  other  pleasures  of  the  year  that  we  meet  here, 
annually,  at  this  sacred  shrine,  and  each  year  seems  to 
deepen  and  strengthen  the  ties  which  bind  us  in  this  sweet 
work  of  love. 

We  rejoice  that  so  many  of  us  have  been  enabled  to 
gather  together  each  year;  as  one  or  another  of  the  senior 
members  is  passing  to  a  higher  life,  this  work  must  be 
taken  up  by  those  that  remain.  It  is  the  highest  patriotic 
work  of  which  any  country  can  boast — to  have  savcni  to 
America  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  the  world's  greatest,  most 
distinguished  citizen. 

We  find  to-day  one  vacant  chair;  the  face  and  form  of 
our  dear  sister  from  South  Carolina  may  no  longer  be  with 
us,  but  ever  in  spirit  she  will  be  here.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pick- 
ens is  one  never  to  be  forgotten;  her  presence  shed  bright- 
ness and  sunshine,  her  face  a  spell  of  beauty;  her  voice 
like  music,  her  gentle,  bewitching  manner,  her  grace,  her 
wit,  her  brilliant  mind,  all  conspired  to  make  her  a  subtle 
spirit  of  fascination.  8uch  was  she  in  the  early  days;  but 
later  in  life  came  to  her  the  heavv  clouds  of  sorrow  which 
enshrouded  her.  Her  grief  was  heart-breaking;  it  was 
pathetic.  Our  sister  hearts  were  filled  with  deepest  sym- 
pathy. But  hers  was  not  a  weak  character;  she  realized 
the  responsibilities  devolving  upon  her,  and  roused  herself 
to  energy;  gleams  of  happiness  arose  in  her  heart,  which 
cheered  and  brightened  her  little  family  circle.  When  she 
was  last  with  us,  her  interest  was  again  kindled  in  Mount 
Vernon,  and  I  had  hoped  we  should  see  her  here  this  year 
in  her  accustomed  seat.  But,  alas!  her  last  heavy  blow 
was  more  than  her  shattered  heart   could  bear;  she  sue- 
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cumbed,  and  passed  to  her  rest  and  to  her  dear  ones  gone 
before. 

You  will  find,  ladies,  some  changes  at  Mount  Vernon, 
but  so  carefully  concealed  that  they  do  not  offend  the  eye. 
As  a  safeguard  against  the  danger  of  fire,  the  Association 
determined  to  minimize  the  danger  by  the  introduction  of 
a  hot- water  plant,  not  liable  to  explosions;  no  overheating 
or  charring  of  woodwork;  it  is  a  pronounced  success,  and 
an  unspeakable  comfort  to  all  the  cabins  on  the  Estate. 
The  feature  of  intrinsic  value  in  this  hot-water  plant  is 
its  drying  power.  No  amount  of  furnace  heat  or  of  fires, 
hitherto,  has  conquered  the  humidity  of  the  cellar  and  foun- 
dation walls,  and  this  humidity  was  gradually  destroying 
the  brick  walls  and  rotting  the  beams;  this  danger  is  now 
overcome. 

Another  improvement  is  the  Artesian  well,  which  at 
first  seemed  a  doubtful  scheme  and  caused  no  little  anxiety, 
but,  after  great  expense  in  the  difl'erent  efforts  and  meth- 
ods, a  sufficient  amount  of  pure  drinkable  water  was  finally 
obtained. 

The  enlargement  of  our  Deer  Park,  which  was  so 
much  needed,  is  already  proving  its  value,  and  our  increas- 
ing sale  of  deer  will  compensate  largely  for  the  small 
exi>enditure. 

Another  beautiful  feature  of  the  place  is  the  Gateway 
at  the  railroad  entrance,  modeled  after  the  Gateway  on  the 
Alexandria  Road,  so  colonial  and  in  keeping  with  all  the 
architecture  of  the  Estate  that  it  forms  a  charming  addi- 
tion to  the  entrance  to  the  Home  of  Washington. 

The  Vice-Kegent  for  Texas  should  be  congratulated 
upon  her  signal  success,  and  her  State  owes  her  a  large 
debt  of  gratitude  that  the  money  bestowed  has  been  so 
judiciously  expended,  in  a  structure  so  much  in  harmony 
with  its  surroundings. 

Our  steamboat  was  tied  up  the  31st  of  December,  and 
it  began  to  run  on  the  22d  of  February,  1900,  the  birth- 
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day  of  Washington,  when  great  crowds  were  present  here 
— 900  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  Tomb 
was,  as  usual,  handsomely  decorated,  and  its  picturesque 
appearancei  elicited  many  encomiums. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  and  heart-thrilling  events 
of  the  past  year  occurred  here  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1899,  the  Centennial  Commemoration  of  the  Funeral  of  the 
great  Washington,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Masonic  Or- 
der  of   the  State  of  Colorado.     This  celebration  was  an 
exact  replica  of  the  original  funeral;  five  of  the  pall-bearers 
being  descendants  of  the  original  bearers.    It  was  indeed  a 
tribute  of  esteem  and  affection  on  the  part  of  the  thousands 
who  came  to  do  honor  to  our  Nation's  Founder.    The  Pres- 
ident, his  Cabinet  and  suite,  and  the  high  officers  of  the 
Masonic  Order  came  by  the  Electric  Railway.    They  were 
ushered  into  the  Banquet  Hall,  where  our  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'   Association,   represented  by   the   Regent   and   six 
Vice-Regents,  held  their  reception.     The  gentlemen  soon 
passed  into  the  Central  Hall,  where  a  vast  number  had 
assembled  in  order  to  see  and  to  shake  hands  with  Presi- 
dent McKinley.    By  this  time  the  steamboat  had  arrived. 
All  the  crowd  then  stepped  to  the  Piazza,  as  the  Masons, 
in  their  picturesque  costume,  marched  up  the  hill  to  the 
sound  of  solemn  music,  passed  the  front  of  the  Piazza,  north- 
ward, and  in  a  f^w  minutes  the  second  line  was  passing 
the  Deer  Park.    The  effect  was  most  impressive,  the  upper 
and  lower  lines  marching  colemnly  toward  the  old  Tomb. 
There  the  Chaplain  offered  a  prayer,  an  address  was  made, 
and  the  musicians  again  played  a  solemn  dirge,  as  all  pro 
eeeded  to  the  new  Tomb.     We  ladies  went  there,   where 
seats  were  provided  for  us.    Then  another  prayer  and  an 
address  by  a  distinguished  Grand  Master,  a  most  interest- 
ing service;  as  this  official  asked  of  each  of  the  original 
thirteen  States,  "What  message  has  New  Hampshire  sent 
here  to-day?"  each  State  responded  in  some  appropriate 
sentiment  of  honor  and   affection,   and,  passing  into  the 
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Tomb,  laid  its  wreath  or  emblem  upon  the  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington. The  question  was  then  asked  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  of  all  the  non-colonial  States  in  the  order  of 
their  entrance  into  the  Union.  It  was  a  solemn  and  most 
interesting  ceremony.  The  ladies  did  not  wait  for  the  end 
of  the  address,  but  went  back  to  the  East  Piazza,  where 
President  McKinley  was  to  make  his  address.  Crowds 
such  as  I  have  rarely  seen  were  gathered  here,  although 
we  had  left  an  equally  dense  one  at  the  Tomb.  The 
address  of  the  President  ended,  the  multitude  left  to  take 
the  cars,  and  we  adjourned  to  our  lunch-room  in  the  Kan- 
sas Building,  inviting  the  two  daughters  of  John  Augus- 
tine Washington  (the  last  owner  of  the  estate),  their  fam- 
ilies and  friends;  also  the  sons,  one  of  whom  came  from 
Charlestown;  and  Mr.  Wm.  De  Hertburn  Washington,  sou 
of  our  late  Vice-Regent  from  West  Virginia,  who  came  on 
for  this  occasion.  They  were  much  pleased  by  our  cordial 
insistence  that  they  should  all  join  us.  This  was  a  pleas- 
ant feature  of  the  day — to  see  all  these  near  relatives  of 
the  family,  who  were  born  and  bred  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  offering  them  the  courtesy  and 
hospitality  of  the  old  homestead. 

After  this  crowd  had  left,  a  company  of  the  Red  Men, 
another  Masonic  Order,  arrived  to  place  a  banner  and  a 
wreath  (and  a  superb  one  it  was)  upon  the  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington.   They  returned  at  once  to  town. 

The  weight  of  responsibility  upon  our  Sui>erintendent 
was  something  not  easily  to  be  expressed.  In  no  part  of 
the  grounds  or  at  either  of  the  two  entrances  was  any  fric- 
tion seen.  It  was  really  marvelous  that  no  contretemps 
occurred  during  the  entire  day. 

The  next  morning  we  all  drove  down  to  the  Tomb  to 
fr^ee  a  magnificent  sight — the  sarcophagi,  walls,  ceilings, 
gates,  and  outside  decorated  with  masses  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful   and    fragrant    flowers.     The    four    remaining    ladies 
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planted  a  cedar  of  Lebanon  shoot  near  the  Tomb,  to  mark 
the  first  Centennial  of  Washington's  death. 

I  have  given  you  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  event  here, 
on  this  memorable  day,  just  to  place  the  scene  before  you; 
but  our  able  writer,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  has  written  a  fine 
description  of  it,  which  will  soon  be  printed  in  one  of  our 
monthly  magazines,  and  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  Library. 

What  impressed  me  most  forcibly  during  the  day,  as 
we  were  standing  upon  the  Piazza,  was  the  thought  of  the 
scene  which  had  been  enacted  in  the  room  above,  the  dying 
hours  of  the  great  hero,  perhaps,  as  a  fully  rounded  char- 
acter,   the  greatest   man  that  has  ever  lived — so  simple, 
modest,  and  unaffected,  so  free  from  all  vanity  and  all  lit- 
tleness— now  lying  there  so  calm  and  patient  and  resigned. 
IJttle  did  he  dream  of  this  pageant  of  his  Centenary!    But 
the  grandeur  of  the  whole  occasion  was  its  universality. 
It  was  not  Massachusetts,  where  began  his  first  work  as 
Commander-in-Chief;  nor  New  York,  where  he  was  inaug- 
urated as  the  first  President  of  the  United  States,  which 
he  had  formed  into  a  country;  nor  was  it  Pennsylvania, 
where  Congress  was  held  for  several  years;  nor  New  Jersey, 
so  covered  with  battle-fields,  where  so  many  victories  and 
defeats   took   place;  nor  Delaware;   nor  Maryland,   where 
battles  were  also  fought;  nor  Virginia,  his  native  State, 
where  the  grand  last  victory  of  the  war  assured  us  a  coun- 
try; it  was  not  from  North  or  South  Carolina  or  Georgia, 
the   first  two  constant   battle-fields,   where   victories   and 
defeats  also  alternated  and  where  heroes  were  created;  not 
from  any  of  these  States  did  the  idea  of  this  Centennial 
Commemoration  emanate,  but  from  the  Masonic  Order  of 
Colorado,  a   State  unheard   of  in   Washington's  day,   the 
vast  western  region  of  our  country;  proving  the  intense 
love  and  admiration  which,  instead  of  diminishing  with  the 
flight  of  years,  has  grown  and  strengthened  throughout  this 
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immense  land,  in  honor  of  the  virtues  and  glory  of  this 
revered  man,  this  glorious  hero,  this  beloved  President — 
George  Washington. 

To  return  now  to  Mount  Vernon  work:  Notwithstand- 
ing the  great  upheavals  (as  one  would  suppose)  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  water  plant  and  the  laying  of  the  hundreds  of 
feet  of  piping,  scarcely  any  disturbance  was  observable. 
The  debris  was  removed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  that  no 
comments  upon  improvements  were  made. 

Mr.  Dodge's  health  was  much  broken  in  August,  but 
he  felt  it  impossible  to  leave,  with  anxiety  concerning  the 
success  of  the  Artesian  well  hanging  over  him;  but  by  Sep- 
tember the  last  drill  ensured  success,  and  his  friend  in  the 
Adirondacks  urged  an  immediate  visit,  as  he  was  shortly 
to  close  his  camp.  I  telegraphed  him  to  go,  and  he  was 
much  benefited  after  ten  days  or  so. 

You  ladies  may  not  have  learned  the  good  news  of  our 
Treasurer's  return  from  Europe.  Mr.  Riggs  bears  testi- 
mony to  the  good  work  of  our  Superintendent,  in  his  care 
of  the  Finance  Department.  Already  have  two  mortgages 
been  extended,  one  for  five  and  a  second  for  three  years,  at 
4|  per  cent  investments;  this,  according  to  the  times,  is 
good  interest. 

To  Mrs.  Hearst,  our  generous  Vice-Regent  for  Califor- 
nia, we  are  indebted  for  another  gift  of  f2,500  towards  the 
extension  of  the  Sea-wall.  Two  gigantic  works — the  recla 
mation  of  the  large  swamp,  now  a  beautiful  pasture,  and 
this  saving  of  the  Mount  Vernon  land  against  the  invasion 
of  the  river  tides  and  freshets — have  been  made  possible  by 

her  liberalitv. 

» 

There  have  been  received: 

From  Mr.  S.  P.  A  very,  of  New  York,  4  books:  Washington  Let- 
ters, 2  volumes:  "The  Memory  of  Washirgton,"  "The  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington." 

From  Mr.  John  E.  Farnham,  of  Boston,  a  Washington  chair. 

From  Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Lamar,  of  Georgia,  6  banana  shrubs 

From  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  of  National  Botanical 
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« 

Gardens,  3  books  for  the  Library,  a  cedar  of  Lebanon,  agaves,  and 
other  plants. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  O.  McDowell,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  "Ethan  Allen;  A 
Drama  of  the  Revolution." 

From  Colonel  Hilary  A.  Herbert,  "The  First  American." 

From  Commander  R.  G.  Davenport,  U.  S.  N.,  engraving  which 
hung  at  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Miss  Sarah  McFadden,  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  her  annual  gift 
of  two  flags. 

From  Mr.  H.  Folger,  of  San  Francisco,  $1.00. 

Our  Superintendent  is  unremitting  in  his  devotion  to 
duty,  and  this  year  his  duties  have  been  very  heavy.    The 

• 

hot-water  plant,  the  Artesian  well,  which  caused  serious 
anxiety,  the  Deer  Park  extension,  some  very  large  crowds 
of  i>eople,  the  additional  finance  duty,  and,  finally,  the 
Centennial  Commemoration,  which  required  forethought 
and  management  in  every  line,  and  which  was  crowned 
with  success.  All  these  combined  drew  heavily  upon  the 
physical  and  nervous  powers  of  our  Superintendent,  but  he 
has  rallied  now,  and  all  is  well  that  ends  well. 

Mr.  Young  has  also  faithfully  performed  his  various 
duties  with  the  same  regularity  and  energy,  and  he  was 
of  great  assistance  at  the  Commemoration,  in  aiding  the 
crowds  in  every  way  possible. 

Mr.  Whelan  has  had  a  pleasant  '*outing"  this  spring 
— ^an  invitation  to  visit  Florida,  which  country  he  had 
never  seen.  The  trip  benefited  him,  but  I  find  he  prefers 
Mount  Vernon  to  more  Southern  lands. 

The  Garden  looks  always,  as  it  cannot  fail  to  do,  pretty 
and  attractive.  The  box  fence  I  shall  never  see  in  its  glory 
again,  but  I  trust  you  others  of  the  Garden  Committee  will 
do  all  that  is  possible  to  reanimate  it.  Some  changes  have 
been  made  in  our  roll  of  employees;  those  now  with  us  give 
entire  satisfaction. 

Mrs.  Vickers,  our  Housekeeper,  does  her  responsible 
work  with  faithfulness,  and  one  and  all  deserve  high 
commendation. 
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Trusting  that  the  providential  care  which  has  blessed 
Mount  Vernon  hitherto  mav  be  continued  to  us  in  the 
future,  I  am,  Your  friend  and  Regent, 

Justine  V.  R.  Totonaend. 

The  thanks  of  Council  were  unanimously  given  to  the 
Regent  for  her  able  report  of  the  year's  events  connected 
with  Mount  Vernon. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  of  Maine,  read  a  most  appreciative  notice 
of  Mrs.  Pickens,  late  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina,  who 
died  August  8,  1899 : 


OBITUARY 
of 

Mrs.  Lucy  Holcomh  Pickens, 

"  *To  live  is  to  outlive,'  and  in  few  situations  does  this 
melancholy  thought  come  to  mind  more  forcibly  than  in 
this  organization,  which,  nearing  its  own  half-century  of 
existence,  has  parted,  one  by  one,  with  those  whose  patri- 
otism and  energy  gave  it  birth.  Our  death-roll  numbers 
largely;  our  comrades  have  fallen  around  us,  and  those  who 
succeed  to  their  honors  and  their  responsibilities  will  soon 
know  them  only  as  names  on  the  long  list  of  Vice-Regents 
of  the  Association.  For  myself,  I  now  stand  third  in  the 
order  of  seniority  of  appointment,  and  it  has  often  been 
my  sad  privilege  to  oflfer  spoken  tribute  to  those  who  en- 
tered our  ranks  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Of  these,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Holcomb  Pickens,  the  Vice-Regent  for  South  Caro- 
lina, was  appointed  at  the  same  Council  as  myself,  in  1866, 
and  the  personal  ties  which  soon  united  us  were  of  the 
closest.     To  all  of  you  who  knew  her,  she  was  dear  and 
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honored;  but  to  me  she  was  the  loving  friend,  the  sympa- 
thetic companion,  the  tender  sharer  of  my  inner  thoughts. 

"Her  life  presented  very  unusual  and  interesting  con- 
trasts and  vicissitudes.  Under  any  social  conditions  her 
unusual  beauty  and  singular  charm  of  manner  would  have 
marked  out  a  shining  pathway  for  her  lovely  womanhood, 
and  she  would  have  received  frequent  tributes  of  admira- 
tion in  times  of  quietness  and  peace.  But  a  wider  career 
was  to  be  hers.  Married  at  an  early  age  to  one  high  in 
official  position,  her  honeymoon  was  spent  in  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  courts  in  Europe,  where  her  name  is  still 
remembered.  Her  only  child  was  born  in  St.  Petersburg, 
and  royal  godmothers  stood  sponsors  for  her.  The  little 
girl  soon  received  an  endearing  title,  which  clung  to  her 
through  life — she  was  always  called  by  the  soft  Russian 
diminutive,  Douschka. 

"Mrs.  Pickens  returned  with  her  husband  to  take  a  still 
more  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  this  country,  and, 
after  a  brief  dream  of  empire,  to  add  a  pathetic  agony 
over  the  ^T^st  Cause'  to  the  many  trials  and  sorrows  that 
strewed  her  path  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  The  imaginary 
kingdom,  which  to  many  was  only  an  ill-considered  polit- 
ical experiment,  wa«  to  her  a  glorious  reality,  a  faith,  a 
religion,  and  she  gave  it  a  loyalty  that  only  strengthened 
as  it  became  hopeless.  Those  of  us  who  can  sympathize 
with  emotions  which  we  do  not  share  can  do  justice  to  her 
constancy,  and  even  understand  how  her  intense  sorrow 
over  this  lost  ideal  grew  to  a  passionate  pain,  as  it  swept 
away  her  friends,  her  fortune,  and,  as  she  expressed  it,  her 
country. 

**To  describe  the  peculiar  charm  of  Mrs.  Pickens  would 
be  difficult,  but  its  influence  was  felt  and  acknowledged 
without  stint.  Delightful  contrasts  of  sunshine  and  sad- 
ness, of  womanly  dignity  and  childlike  coquetry,  of  bril- 
liant wit  and  tender  rhapsody,  of  simplicity  and  shrewd- 
2M 
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ness,  made  her  a  companion  to  be  eagerly  sought  by  the 
many  distinguished  people  whom  it  was  her  lot  to  meet. 
Her  courage  neyer  faltered,  her  heart  never  grew  cold,  her 
perceptions  never  deadened,  her  grace  never  wholly  left  her, 
in  spite  of  broken  fortunes  and  broken  health. 

"I  could  linger  long  over  the  precious  remembrances 
which  crowd  the  record  of  the  many  years  we  were  com- 
panions at  our  meetings  here,  and  which  drew  us  together 
in  other  ways.  I  recall  her  love  of  flowers  and  her  myste- 
rious kinship  with  them  all,  till,  as  she  stood  among  them 
in  a  garden,  she  seemed  to  be  one  more  of  the  roses  which 
blossomed  in  the  sunlight.  Her  tender  consideration  of 
those  beneath  her  showed  a  generosity  of  nature  undimin- 
ished by  her  own  sorrows  and  privations.  Her  relation 
ship  to  the  emancipated  slaves  upon  her  ruined  plantation 
always  retained  something  of  the  old  characteristics,  and, 
while  she  was  indulgent  to  their  weaknesses  and  helpful  in 
their  troubles,  she  was  treated  by  them  with  the  same  defer- 
enee  as  of  old,  receiving  from  them  a  devotion  which  led  them 
to  cluster  around  her  when  illness  and  death  came  to  her. 
Loving  hands  of  the  blackest  hue  carried  her  daughter,  and 
aft(  rwards  herself,  to  the  grave,  and  a  few  old  l\ouse  serv- 
ants had  long  waited  upon  her  as  reverently  as  if  she  had 
always  remained  (jueen  over  her  little  colony.  Such  trib- 
ute is  more  eloquent  than  any  words  that  I  can  utter.'' 


The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina  moved  that  the 
beautiful  memorial  tribute  to  Mrs.  L.  Pickens  be  inserted 
in  the  Report;  seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Florila. 
Carried. 

The  Regent  called  for  the  State  Reports. 

During  the  reading  of  the  reports.  Miss  Longfellow,  of 
Massachusetts,  arrived. 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Hacienda  del  Pozo  de  Verona, 
Pleasanton,  Alameda  County,  California. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  the  State  of  California  is  unavoid- 
ably prevented  from  attending  Council  this  year,  and  re- 
gi'ets  very  much  her  inability  to  be  present. 

The  Vice-Regent  begs  to  report  that  the  continued 
work  on  the  construction  of  the  Sea-wall  has  satisfactorily 
progressed,  and  that,  according  to  the  Superintendent's 
report,  570  feet  of  wall  was  built  during  the  past  current 
year,  at  a  cost  of  12,626.28.  It  is  hoped  that  the  entire  con- 
struction of  the  wall  will  be  completed  before  January  1, 
1901,  which  will  not  only  add  very  materially  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Estate,  but  will  prevent  the  gradual  encroach- 
ment of  the  river  thereon.  Phoebe  A,  Hearst, 

Vice-Regent  for  California. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Colorado  deeply  regrets  not  being 
able  to  attend  Council  on  account  of  illness  in  her  family. 

Alice  Hill, 
Vice-Regent  for  Colorado. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  begs  leave  to  report 
a  gift  of  twenty-five  dollars  from  Mrs.  Ellen  Rapelje  Pea- 
bodv,  for  Mount  Vernon,  as  authorized  bv  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hub- 
bard,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars of  her  gift  of  two  hundre<l  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
the  Artesian  Well  Fund. 

Two  sofa  cushions  for  the  Superintendent's  Room  were 
provided  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 

From  Mr.  Fiske,  of  Alossio,  Italiane  Riviera,  a  quantity 
of  flower  seeds.  Siisan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 


20 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

No  report. 

FLORIDA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  work  of  a  sick,  feeble  woman  seems  hardly  worthy 
of  a  report:  the  sending  out  of  the  records  of  1899;  the  writ- 
ing of  an  article  for  the  woman's  issue  of  a  daily  Jackson- 
ville paper,  in  the*  interest  of  Mount  Vernon;  the  gift  to 
the  Library  Committee  of  a  volume  of  General  G.  Wash- 
ington's letters,  written  while  in  camp  during  the  War  for 
Independence.  Not  being  able  to  attend  the  Centennial 
services  at  Mount  ^'ernon,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1899, 
sent  a  characteristic  Florida  winter  wreath  of  holly,  moss, 
and  palms.  Fannij  Gilchrist  Baker, 

Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  reports  the  gift  of  a  ma- 
hogany arm-chair  for  the  OflSce. 

She  deeply  regrets  being  unable  to  attend  the  Council. 

Georf/ia  P.  Wilder, 
Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Except  the  one  dollar  annually  given  by  Mrs.  Sleeper, 
of  lola,  no  money  has  been  added  to  the  State  fund  this 
year.  Interest  in  Mount  Vernon  seems  to  be  increasing, 
and  I  have  responded  to  four  invitations  to  present  papers 
on  Mount  Vernon  and  its  history  before  societies  and 
schools. 

A  number  of  ])ersons  from  this  vicinity  have  visited 
the  place,  and  all  s]»cak  in  i)raise  of  the  beauty  of  the  spot 
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and  of  the  courtesy  shown  by  the  Superintendent  and  his 
associates. 

I  have  expended,  of  the  ?52.00  Kansas  fund,  the  sura^ 
of  $39.25  for  furniture  for  bedroom  ^in  Kansas  Quarters; 
leaving  a  balance  still  in  hand  of  f  12.75. 

>  f  Jennie  M.  Ward, 
Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Ix)uisiana  regrets  exceedingly 
that  illness  prevents  her  attending*  Council.  She  sends  a 
bound  volume  containing  lists  of  relics  for  the  Relic  Com- 
mittee. Ida  A.  Richardson, 

Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reports  having  received 
from 

Christ  Church, ^Cambridge,  offering,  December  14,  1899 $    8.52 

Annual  penny  contribution  from  little  school -boys,  on  Wash- 
ington's Birthday - .».;...-. 75 

Rockville  Chapter,  Mt.  Vernon  Society  of  Maryland •      4.50 

Society  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 25.00 

Mt  Vernon  Association  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Baltimore 190.00 

..'    .  ,  .  $228.77 

E,  A,  Goldsboroughj 

.    Vice-Regent,  for  Maryland. 

Enclosed  a  check  for  f224.29. 

Ashby,  near  Easton,  Md.,  May  3,  1900. 
Dear  Mrs.  Townsend, — You  will  remember  that  my  husband,  Mr. 
Geo.  R.  Goldsborough,  gave  to  Mount  Vernon,  'som«  few  years  ago, 
the  pair  of  candlesticks  with  shades  that  you  saw  in  our  home  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  I  now  send  them  to  Mount  Vernon,  in  the  hope  that 
they  ttiay.  be  deemed  worthy  of  a  place  there. 

Affectionately  yours,  E.  A.  Ooldsbnroufjh. 


K 


) 
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MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 

Absence  from  the  country  for  a  few  months  prevents 
a  full  report  of  affairs  in  the  State,  except  that  the  copies 
of  the  Annual  Report  were  distributed  through  the  usual 
channels. 

I  take  pleasure  in  offering  to  Council,  for  the  use  of  the 
Greenhouse,  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  for  the  resetting 
of  the  fifteen  fine  palms,  now  requiring  more  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  their  roots.  They  are  proof  of  excellent  cai'e,  and 
I  hope  that  before  long  better  winter  accommodation  will 
be  given  to  their  spreading  foliage. 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  distributed  the  printed  Reports,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Librarian  have  placed  a  complete  file  of 
Reports  in  Harvard  College  Library.  The  interest  and 
affection  for  Mount  Vernon  shows  no  signs  of  diminishing, 
as  is  testified  by  the  deep  interest  of  the  Patriotic  Socie- 
ties, before  whom  I  have  read  a  paper  on  the  Mount  Ver- 
non As8o<*iation.  I  have  in  this  way  collected  fifty-five 
dollars,  besides  keeping  the  matter  before  the  public. 

Lucy  Jackson  Chapter,  Daughters  of  American  Revolution $10.00 

Bunker  Hill  Chapter.  Daughters  of  American  Revolut  on 10.00 

Old  South  Chapter,  Daughters  of  American  Revolution 5.00 

Miss  Derby   (annual) *  5.00 

Mrs.  M.  Carey,  Tea 25.03 

$55.00 

Some  additional  furnishing  has  been  added  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Room  in  the  East  Quarters.  In  the  Library  it 
has  been  thought  advisable  to  place  a  bar,  which  allows 
the  public  to  pass  through  the  room  without  injury  to  the 
furniture. 

My  sisters  and  I  desire  to  present  three  small  relics 
to  the  Association:  a  medal  commemorating  the  trial  of 
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Major  Andr^,  a  medal  commemorating  the  death  of  George 
Washington,  a  small  cross  made  from  the  wood  of  Wash- 
ington'ft  coffin. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Alice  M.  LongfeUoxc, 

Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  for  the 
year  ending  the  10th  of  May,  1900,  can  be  briefly  srated,  as 
it  consists  mainlv  of  the  statement  forwarded  bv  the  Pres- 
ident  of  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society.  The  annual 
contribution  of  the  Society  will  reach  the  sum  of  f250.00. 
This  is  made  up  of  the  proceeds  of  the  annual  Mount  Ver- 
non Tea,  held  on  the  22d  of  February,  and  the  annual  dties 
of  the  members.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Marv  E.  Gib- 
bons,  the  President,  the  Society  continues  to  do  excellent 
work,  both  through  the  papers  read  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings, which  are  often  of  unusual  literary  and  historical 
interest,  and  by  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  Vice- 
Regent  in  supplying  her  with  funds  for  her  work  at  Mount 
Vernon.  The  sum  of  fifty  dollars  appropriated  last  year 
for  this  object  has  been  applied  to  the  repairing  of  the  old 
sofa,  contributed  by  Mrs.  Hudson,  the  Vice-Regent  for 
(Connecticut. 

Receipts $250.0J 

Appropriation  to  Greenhouse 10.00 

Respectfully  submitted.     Elizabeth  B.  A,  Rathhone, 

Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

I  send  a  draft  from  the  Patriotic  Societies,  for  162.36, 
which  is  especially  gratifying  as  an  indication  of  continued 
interest.    This  sum  is  to  be  added  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

C.  B.  Grahnm, 
Vice-Regent  for  Missouri. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire  reports,  in  regard 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  "Sarah  King  Hale  Fund": 
This  fund  (original  deposit,  |71.50)  was,  by  consent  of 
Council,  permitted  to  remain  on  deposit  in  the  Cheshire 
Provident  Institution,  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  where  it 
had  been  uildiscovered  for  many  years. 

'  She  regrets  to  report  that,  soon  after  its  restoration  to 
our  Association,  this  bank  was  closed  during  the  panic 
•which  overtook  many  of  the  New  Hampshire  savings  banks 
at  .that  time. 

She  further  reports  that  a  new  bank,  the  Cheshire  Coun- 
ty Savings  Bank,  has  since  been  organized  to  take  over  the 
business  of  the  Provident  Institution,  and  in  which  to  this 
time  has  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  this  fund,  by  trans- 
fer of  assets  and  dividends,  60  per  cent  of  the  original 
amount  as  named  by  us — f320.82 — now,  with  interest, 
$209.12;  the  understanding  being  that  not  exceeding  50  per 
cent  of  such  deposits  should  be  withdrawn  within  two  years 
from  July  1,  1898. 

She  would  suggest  that  when  the  affairs  of  the  Provi- 
dent Institution  are  finally  wound  up,  she  be  authorized  to 
turn  over  this  fund  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association,  for  such  investment  as  he  may  deem  propter. 

Ahhy  R.  Winder^ 
Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

Mav  10,  1900. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  regrets  extremely 
that  she  is  prevented  from  attending  the  Council  this  year. 
She  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  the  following  contributions 
from  her  State: 


25 

Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Trenton $22.00 

Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Plainfleld 25.00 

Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Blizabeth 10.00 

Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Princeton,  Newark,  Camden 30.00 

Colonial  Dames  of  Trenton 10.00 

Miss  Clark,   of  Belvidere 10.00 

$107.00 

One  hundred  dollars  is  appropriated  to  the  Regent,  to 
use  at  her  discretion.  Helen  Field  Conover, 

Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  principal  object  of  my  work  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  the  restoration  of  the  Family  Kitchen.  I  have 
studied  the  customs  of  the  period  here  and  in  England, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Superintendent,  who  visited 
some  of  the  oldest  homes  in  Virginia  and  secured  draw- 
ings of  articles,  have  collected  copper  and  pewter  plates, 
iron  utensils  of  the  time  of  General  Washington,  with 
dressers,  table  and  chairs,  crane,  hooks,  pots  and  kettles, 
smoke-jack,  iron  pot,  and  turning-spit.  To  this  has  been 
added  a  gift  from  the  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island  of  an 
iron  pot  in  which  stirabout  was  cooked  for  General  Wash- 
ington on  his  march  over  Pawtucket  Pike  towards  Boston. 

I  have  also  endeavored  to  secure  from  the  Electric 
Railway  management  some  needed  improvements  at  each 
end  of  the  line  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of 
visitors  to  Mount  Vernon.  I  have  also  gotten  six  chairs 
and  a  table  cover  for  the  dining-room  connected  With  the 
Office.  Amy  C.  Townsend, 

Vice-Regent  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

I  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  the  distribution  of  60 
copies  of  Stuart's  portrait  of  Washington  to  the  principal 
institutions  of  learning  in  my  State.  Donors  to  Portrait 
Fund: 
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Mrs.  L.  M.  Fries %  8  00 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Morehead 5.00 

Mrs.  Moses  Cone 2.00 

Mr.  George  Watts 5.00 

Mr.  B.  F.  McVane 10.00 

Mr.  R.  L.  Patterson 10.00 

Mr.  B.  N.  Duke 10.00 

Mr.  D.  A.  Tompkins 1.00 

Mr.   Sol.  Weil 2.00 

Mecklenburg  Chapter,  D.  A.  R 6.00 

$59.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Smith,  of  Greensboro',  presents  to  the  Asso- 
ciation a  newspaper  dated  January,  1800. 

L.  H.  Walker, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  would  report  the  gift  of  a 
rug  for  the  Ohio  Room.  This  rug  was  used  for  the  first 
time  when  a  reception  was  given  for  Ijafayette  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Elizabeth  Otcens  Campbell, 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 
Mav,  1900. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania  regrets  she  has  so 
meager  a  report  to  present  to  the  (^ouncil  of  work  done,  but 
illness  must  be  her  excuse.  All  of  the  reports  of  the  Asso- 
ciation sent  to  Pennsylvania  were  carefully  distributed 
last  year. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania  brings  to  the  Coun- 
cil two  articles  for  the  api>roval  of  the  committee:  one,  an 
old-fashioned  bedspread  for  the  Pennsylvania  Room,  with 
the  accompanying  note  from  Mrs.  Mcllvaine;  the  other,  a 
bureau  cover  presented  by  Mrs.  Getchell,  that  belonged  to 
Mrs.  Ia'Hv,  wife  of  Washington's  sec  retary.  An  old  fender, 
shovel  and  tongs,  and  irons  with  brass  holders  have  been 
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an  old-style  pair  of  glass  candlesticks,  with  glass  shade  to 
screen  candles. 

The  Vice-Regent  hoi>es  to  secure  four  old  rush-bottom 
bedroom  chairs,  in  good  condition,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Room,  to  replace  the  heavy  mahogany  chairs  that  are  in 
the  room  at  present. 

The  Vice-Regent   for  Pennsylvania  attended   the  Ma 
sonic  memorial  services  held  at  Mount  Vernon  on  Decem- 
ber 14th. 

Mr.  Charles  Custis  Harrison  sends  his  annual  subsi  rip 
tion  to  Mount  Vernon  of  150.00. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Harrison, — I  am  sending  the  long-promised  cover. 
I  regret  that  I  could  not  get  for  it  blue  knitted  lace  (old  strawberry 
pattern).  The  cover  was  worked  by  the  second  Mrs.  Lear  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  was  given  to  my  mother  by  the  late  Mrs.  Colonel  Lfear 
(Miss  Henleg).  I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  it  placed  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Room  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Sincerely  yours,  Fredvrica  C.  G  tcheU. 

April  23d. 

This  bedspread  was  made  of  cotton,  grown  on  the  estate  of  Colo- 
nel Robert  Gamble,  of  the  Continental  Army;  picked,  carded,  woven, 
and  embroidered  by  the  slaves  of  the  family.  It  formed  part  of  the 
''household  linen"  of  his  daughter,  Elizabeth  Washington,  who  mar- 
ried Wm.  Wirt,  of  Virginia;  and  by  her  given  to  her  daughter,  Cath- 
erine Orattan,  who  married  Alexander  Randall,  of  Marylmi;  from 
whom  it  came  to  her  daughter,  Fannie  Nicholson,  who  married  Henry 
C.  Mcllvaine,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  places  it  at  Mount  Vernon,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Room,  as  an  historical  relic  of  interest  tJure,  inasmuch 
as  Robert  Gamble  was  a  personal  friend  and  one  time  aidi'.  to  General 
Washington  and  one  of  his  near  neighbors  in  Virginia. 

Loaned  by  Faiutir  X.  R.  McHru'\n\ 

Oorresponding  Secretary  Philadelphia  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

May,  1900. 

Respectfully  submitted.  EUen  Wain  Harrison, 

Vice-Regent  of  Pennsylvania. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island  would  report  a  gift 
of  $50.00  from  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Gaspee  Chapter,  which  was  to  be  an  annual  one;  and  a 
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mahogany  secretary  and  an  old-fashioned  desk  were  sent  for 
Mr.  Dodge's  office. 

One  hundred  dollars  given  for  the  Artesian  well,  and  a 
gift  of  150.00  from  Mr.  Henry  G.  Rusiell,  to  be  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  the  trees  and  grounds. 

It  is  hoped  that  another  year  may  make  a  better  show- 
ing, as  Rhode  Island  never  slackens  her  interest  in  any 
work  once  undertaken. 

Respectfully  submitted  A.  /.  C  D.  Ames, 

Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 
Mav  11,  1900. 

TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  ^'ice-Reg3nt  for  Tennessee  sincerely  regrets  her 
unavoidable  absence  from  ihe  Council  this  spring. 

Reports  received  have  been  distributed;  one  was  sent 
to  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society. 

A  contribution  of  f  100.00  has  been  received  from  Major 
T.  S.  Webb,  with  the  request  that  it  be  appropriated  to  the 
expenses  of  the  new  heating  apparatus. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Mary  Yeatman  Webby 

Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Texas  has  been  able,  through  the  generosity  of 
the  people  of  her  State,  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the 
entrance  to  Mount  Vernon  by  erecting  a  Gateway  and 
Lodges.  The  improvement,  including  architect's  fee  and  the 
inscription,  was  made  at  a  cost  of  f  1,405.00.  Of  this  amount 
11,105.00  has  been  collected,  leaving  a  balance  of  |300.00, 
which  the  Vice-Regent  hopes  to  collect  during  the  coming 
year..  The  architect,  Mr.  Norris,  was  so  successful  in  his 
plans,  as  well  as  Mr.  Dodge  in  having  them  carried  out, 
that  were  it  not  for  the  inscription  on  the  Gate,  "Erected 
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bv  the  Masons  ahd  other  Citizens  of  Texas,"  visitors  to 
Mount  ^'e^non  would  suppose  that  the  improvement  had 
been  made  durintr  AVashington's  life  and  under  his  super- 
vision. Attached  to  this,  report  is  a  list  of  those  who  have 
contributed  to  the  Gate  Fund  since  the  report  of  1899. 

Last  summer  Mrs.  James  L.  Slayden  gave  a  Mount  Ver- 
non Tea,  which  not  only  interested  the  people  in  this  his- 
toric place,  but  added  $70.00  to  the  Gate  Fund. 

The  following  contributions  have  been  made  to  the 
Texas  Room:  a  pair  of  handsome  pillow-cases,  by  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Raymond;  an  old-fashioned  table,  by  Mrs.  T,  B.  See;  silver 
candlestick,  snuffers,  and  tray,  by  Miss  Margaret  Sealy. 
Many  persons  gave  balls  of  silk  for  the  rag  carpet  which  is 
on  the  floor  of  the  Texas  Room,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Franklin, 
of  Han  Antonio,  kindly  paid  for  the  weaving. 

The  Vice-Regent  distributed  a  number  of  last  year's 

Reports,  and  she  feels  that  the  interest  in  Mount  Vernon 

among  the  people  of  Texas  is  steadily  increasing. 

Bishop  Johnson $  1.00 

Mrs.  Oliver  J.  Woodhull 5.00 

Mrs.  Townsend  J.  Woodhull 100 

Mrs.  R.  N.  Culberson 1.00 

Hon.  P.  J.  Lewis 1.00 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Lewis 1.00 

Miss  Carrie  Eaton  Lewis 100 

Major  J.  B.  Armstrong 10.00 

Miss  Rosa  Freeman 1.00 

Mrs.  Robert  Dalzell 5.00 

Mr.  Joeeph  Faust 1.00 

Mount  Vernon  Tea 70.00 

Mrs.  Brltton  Davis 5.00 

Mr.  W.  C.  Robards 25.00 

Mr.  A.  Cohen 15.00 

Mr.  Nat  Lewis 10.00 

Mr.  Dan  Brien 10.00 

Mr.  C.  Griesenback 10.00 

Messrs.  Savage  Bros 10.00 

Mr.  J.   Efron 10.00 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Clarkson 10.00 

Hon.  Edward  R.  Meek 10.00 

Mr.  Harry  Landa 5.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Lasater 10.00 

Texas  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 50.00 

Mrs  Francis  Smith 10.00 
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Mrs.  Sam.   M.  Johnson $  1.00 

Mr.  W.  W.  Lipscomb 10.00 

Mr.  Otto  Koehler 15.00 

Dr.  S.  T.  Turner 2.50 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Turner 2.50 

Ladies'  Reading  Club,  of  Orange ; 1.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Rotan 5.00 

Mr.  Prank  Cochran 5.00 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Ball 10.00 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Allan 5.00 

Dr.  G.  G.  Clifford 5.00 

Hon.  John  M.  Duncan 5.00 

Mr.  John  G.  Kenedy 10.00 

Entertainment  given  by  Mrs.  Winchester  Kelso  and  Miss  Drake, 

of  Eagle  Pass 22.50 

Hon.  George  F.  Pendexter 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Durst 5.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Hilgartner 2.50 

Jane  Douglas  Chapter,  D.  A,  R.,  of  Dallas 50.00 

Miss  Margaret  Sealy 25.00 

Contributed  by  thr  Masotis  of  Texas. 

Mr.  S.  Philipson $  1.00 

Vernon  Lodge 1.40 

Fayettevllle  Lodge 1.60 

Round  Rock  Lodge 2.50 

Timpson  Lodge 3.50 

Cruso  Lodge 5.00 

Las  Moras  Lodge 1.50 

Rio  Grande  Lodge 7.50 

Mr.  W.  F.  Hefley 1.00 

Mr.  Edwin  Chamberlin 1 .00 

San  Angelo  Lodge 5.00 

Mitchell  Lodge 5.00 

El  Paso  Lodge 17.20 

Seagovllle  Lodge 1 .10 

Ashlar  Lodge 1.00 

Onion  Creek  Lodge 1.50 

Lexington  Lodge 1.00 

Forestburg  Lodge ].  3.00 

Lodge  No.  22,  Marshall 10.00 

Greenwood  Lodge 1.25 

Paluxy  Lodge *       .50 

Ix)ne  Star  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Masons 15.00 

Euclid  Lodge 4.4O 

E^ist  Trinity  Lodge ,, ,,  1^30 

Bloomfleld  Lodge 1.50 

Blanconia  Lodge 1.00 

White  Rock  Lodge ] ,  2.50 

Kyle  Lodge 50 

Lake  Creek  Lodge 5.00 

Murchison  Lodge 1.95 
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Montcalm  Lodge ". .  $5.00 

Stephensville  Lodge 2.00 

Grandview  Lodge 2.10 

Constantlne  Lodge • 2.15 

Midland  Lodge 2.00 

Bee  House  Lodge 2.75 

Lodge  No.  396.  Pottsboro* 1.00 

Cleburne  Lodge 2.25 

Collected  by  Dr.  M.  M.  Myers. 1.00 

Mr.  Thomas  Longbotham 1.00 

Mr.  J.  J.  Stubbs 1.00 

Mr.  C.  C.  Stubbs 50 

Mr.  J.  C.  Bounds 50 

Mr.   A.   J.   Berry 50 

Mr.  Henry  Bounds 25 

Mr.  S.   R.  Hamilton 1.00 

Mr.  James  P.  Hart 5.00 

Dr.  T.  J.  Burnett 1.00 

Mr.   J.  E.  Schneider 2.00 

Mr.  N.  W.  Washer 5.00 

Mr.  W.  L.  Herff 2  50 

Mr.  Theodore  Harris 2.50 

Collected  by  the  Hon.  T.  W.  Gregory 7.00 

Dr.  S.  E.  Hudson 1.00 

Mr.  Charles  Spalding 1.00 

Hon.  R.  R.  Gaines 5.00 

Farmersvllle  Lodge 1.25 

Respectfully  submitted.  Frances  C,  Maxey, 

Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  has  been  unable  to  con- 
tinue her  work  in  public  schools  during  the  past  year. 
Through  the  Richmond  newspapers  she  has  asked  relics  of 
Washington  for  exhibition  at  Mount  Vernon.  F^he  brings 
an  autograph  letter  of  General  Washington  to  be  de]>osited 
among  our  relics,  ^s  a  loan  from  Fayette  G.  Ball. 

She  is  greatly  indebted  io  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massa 
chusetts  for  an  interesting  talk  delivered  before  the  Wom- 
an's Club  of  Richmond  upon  Mount  Vernon  and  the  work 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Emmn  /?.  Ball, 
Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 
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WISCONSIN  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report. 

Adjourned  at  12:30  for  the  day,  according  to  the  order 
of  business  adopted,  to  give  time  for  the  various  committees 
to  meet  and  consult  and  inspect  the  Grounds,  the  Tomb, 
and  the  Gardens. 


THIRD  DAY— SATURDAY,  MAY  12,  1900. 

Morning  Session, 

Council  met  at  9:80  a.  m..  Regent  presiding. 
Devotional  exercises. 
Roll  called. 
Present : 

MRS.  WALKER.  Vice-Regent  for  North  CaroUna. 

MRS.  SWEAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia, 

MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  MAXEY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

MISS  COMBGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

MISS  LONGFELLOW,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

Minutes  of  previous  day  read,  corrected,  and  accepted. 

The  following  letter  was  read,  the  0ft  accepted,  and 
acknowledfijments  sent  to  Commander  Davenport: 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  April  17,  1900. 

My  dear  Madame,— I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  your 
Association  an  original  Mount  Vernon  engraving,  the  history  of  which 
Is  briefly  explained  by  the  enclosed  memorandum  found  by  me  among 
the  effects  of  my  mother,  the  late  Mrs.  Henry  K.  Davenport.  My 
mother,  Jennie  Brent  Graham,  v/as  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  Hon- 
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orahte  Georg^  Graham*  of  Fairfax  Ciunty,  Virginia,  an^d  who  dl^4 
many  years  ago.    My  mother  during  the  flffties  wajs.  with  'my  brother 
and  myself,  a  frequent  visitor  to  Mount  Vernon,  often  speeding  a.' 
month  at  a  time;  Mrs.  Washington,  wife  of  the  last  owner,  being  a  ^ 
cousin  of  hers.    I  might  also  add  that  her  father,  with  hfs  brothers ' 
and  sisters,  were  also  visitors  at  Mount  Vernon  during  General  Wash- 
in^^tpn's  life,,  we  still  having  in  the  family  an  invitation  f rom,  Gene^'al^ 
Washington  for  her  aunt  to  dine  there  February  23,  1799. 

Trusting  you  may  find  this  engraving  interesting,  please  believe , 
me  to  be»  my  dear  madamea,  always  with  respect. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  Rich'trd  O.  Davfmpo  t, 

Commander  U.  S.  Navy.. 

"This  picture  in  its  frame  belonged  to  General  Wa^^hington  with 
the  book,  'Sorrows  of  Werther,'  6  large  engravings.    Before  leaving. 
Mount  Vernon,  when  Augustine  Washington,  Its  owner,  sold  it  to  the ' 
ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  Miss  Cunningham  the  Presi- 
dent, he  gave  me  the  choice  of  the  series.    If  I  die,  I  would  like  the 
original  frame,  which  fs  broken,  to  be  repaired  and  a  velvet  frame 
made  to  fit  it,  and  given  to  the  Regents,  to  be  hung  forever  at  Mount 
Vernon.    I  am  certain  Dick  and  Serena  will  carry  out  my  intention. , 
If  they  prefer  to  keep  it  during  their  lives,  they  can  do  so,  but  event-' 
uelly  to  be  given  as  I  direct  Jennie  O.  Davenport. 

"March  8,  1896." 

The  Regent  called  for  the  Superintendent's  Report. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladie^^ 
Association: 

LadieB, — For  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1900,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  a  decided  increase  in  the  number 
of  visitors,  the  accomplishment  of  the  several  important 
projects  ordered  by  last  Council,  and — what  I  hope  you  will 
find — a  general  betterment  in  the  condition  of  the  property. 

The  record  shows  there  were  84,283  visitors  to  Mount  - 
Vernon  during  the  year. 

This  was  exceeded  only  once — viz.,  in  1892,  when  the 
Grand  Army  Encampment  at  Washington  brought  us 
87,126. 

The  Peace  Jubilee,  celebrated  in  Washington  last  May, 

was  counted  upon  to  greatly  increase  the  number  of  visitors. 

Less  than  4,000  came  that  week. 

The  great  event  which  awaked  afresh  the  memory  of 
3M 
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Washington — the  centennial  of  his  death,  December  14th — 
brought  to  Moont  Vernon  many  pilgrims  to  participate  in 
the  service  prepared  by  the  Masons. 

From  the  great  interest  voiced  throughout  the  land,  it 
weis  naturally  expected  that  great  crowds  would  come.  Our 
record  shows  the  number  of  visitors  that  day  as  3,485.  The 
weather  was  faultless,  and  the  programme  for  the  memorial 
service  was  very  impressive. 

Subsequent  letters  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons, 
and  others  prominent  in  the  affair,  expressed  appreciation 
of  our  efforts  to  further  the  success  of  the  ceremonies. 

There  has  been  apparent  a  corresponding  increase  of 
appreciation  of  all  that  has  been  done  by  your  Association 
±0  restore  and  protect  Washington's  Home. 

Heating  Apparatus. 

The  ever-present  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  buildings, 
•especially  against  accident  by  fire,  resulted  in  the  rejection 
of  all  the  local  stoves  and  furnaces,  and  the  installation  of 
the  hot  water  system  planned  by  Prof.  Woodbridge,  of 
Boston. 

The  plans  and  specifications  were  approved  by  the  last 
Council,  and  a  contract  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Lvnch  & 
Woodward,  of  Boston,  for  the  (construction  of  the  apparatus. 

located  400  feet  away  from  the  Mansion,  a  subterra- 
nean boiler-room,  properly  equipped  and  drained,  was  built, 
and  from  it  the  pipe  mains  were  extended  underground 
through  terra-cotta  conduits  to  the  Mansion,  Office,  Kitch- 
en, Butler's  House,  Watch-room,  Lavatory,  Bpinning-house, 
three  Conservatories,  and  the  two  Quarters. 

For  the  Mansion  indirect  radiation  was  used,  the  heat 
being  carried  from  the  cellar  through  grills  in  the  hearths 
of  the  rooms  above,  and  under  the  stairs  of  the  Central 
Hall.  The  other  buildings  were  heated  from  direct  radia- 
tors placed  in  the  several  rooms. 
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For  the  Conservatories  the  triple  pipe  system,  hereto- 
fore found  satisfactory,  was  utilized.  Each  building  is  sep- 
arately valved,  and  can  be  cut  off  from  circuit  as  desired. 

The  work  was  begun  in  June  and  completed  in  Octo- 
ber. From  time  to  time  Prof.  Woodbridge  made  visits  of 
inspection,  and  Mr.  Bernard  Green,  the  advisory  expert, 
examined  carefully  the  materials  used,  the  construction  and 
operation  of  the  plant. 

The  verdict  was  that  the  contractors  had  faithfully  per- 
formed their  duty  as  set  forth  in  the  specifications,  and  that 
the  system  was  successful  in  operation. 

The  Mansion  is  particularly  changed  as  to  its  comfort 
for  visitors. 

The  ease  with  which  the  heat  can  be  regulated,  the  sav- 
ing of  labor,  the  absence  of  ash  dust,  but,  above  all,  the 
absolute  safety  of  this  system,  stamps  its  success. 

When  this  method  of  heating  was  devised,  one  of  the 
benefits  especially  sought  was  the  drying  of  the  damp  cel- 
lar of  the  Mansion — a  condition  which  had  long  jeopardized 
the  strength  not  only  of  the  foundation,  but  the  superstruct- 
ure also.    The  effect  has  exceeded  our  expectation. 

Considerable  shrinkage  of  woodwork  resulted,  but  it 
was  controlled  by  simple  evaporators  connected  with  the 
mains  in  the  basement. 

As  to  the  consumption  of  coal,  I  find  we  have  used 
close  to  115  tons.  This  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  esti- 
mated requirement.  Until  the  fireman  became  familiar  with 
his  dut>',  more  coal  was  burned  than  later,  when  by  experi- 
ment it  was  learned  how  to  economize  fuel. 

The  total  cost  of  this  heating  apparatus — including 
plans  and  specifications — was  |8,197.91. 

Artesian  Well. 

The  attempt  to  secure  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  drink- 
ing-water by  drilling  an  Artesian  well  met  with  success. 
The  location  chosen  was  in  the  Deer  Park,  about  10  feet 
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above  tb<^  river  level,  and  near  onr  steam  pnmp.  An  8-inch 
pipe  was  driven  throngh  clay  and  sandstone  to  a  dejyth  of 
328  feet,  where  a  IWoot  stratum  of  water-bearing  sand  was 
fonnd.  The  water  rose  to  within  8  feet  of  the  surface,  and 
yielded,  by  pump,  36  gallons  per  minute<  Upon  chemical 
analysis,  the  quality  was  pronounced  pure — except  for  a 
slight  trace  of  ammonia.  By  comparing  this  analysis  with 
that  of  water  accepted  by  the  Government  as  pure,  I  am 
satisfied  that  what  we  have  meets  all  the  requirements 
as  to  potability.  The  accompanying  letter  from  the  Chief 
Chemist  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  confirms  this. 

It  was  hoped — and  somewhat  expected — ^that  a  so- 
called  "flowing  well"  could  be  secured  by  going  deeper,  but, 
though  the  drilling  was  continued  to  bed-rock  (a  depth  of 
570  feet),  no  other  water-bearing  stratum  was  found. 

To  afford  a  proper  reservoir  for  the  Artesian  water,  the 
large  cistern  near  the  Mansion  was  used.  This  was  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  relined,  and  strengthened.  As  an  addi- 
tional precaution,  a  filtering-wall  of  porous  brick  was  con- 
structed within  the  cistern.  The  water  pumped  into  one 
section  filters  through  the  cross-wall  into  another  part, 
whence  it  is  drawn  as  needed,  by  small  hand  pumps. 

^Sea-Wall 

The  resumption  of  work  upon  the  Sea-wall  last  year 
was  made  possible  by  the  donation  of  the  Vice-Regent  for 
California. 

It  was  so  essential  for  the  safety  of  the  steepest  sec- 
tion of  the  river  bank  south  of  the  Deer  Park,  1  decided 
to  ronstnict  aa  great  a  length  of  irall  as  possible  and  leave 
the  coping  for  future  consideration.  The  result  was  that 
we  a(*('om])lished  700  feet  of  concrete  foundation  and  570 
feet  of  masonry  wall. 

.lust  about  the  same  length  of  wall  will  be  required 
to  reach  the  pio]K)sed  limit — that  is.  the  upper  end  of  the 
Deer  Park,  where  it  wjis  originally  intended  to  stop. 
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This  stretch  has  been  authorized  under  the  repeate(i 
donation  from  California,  and  the  work  is  now  under  way. 

Entrance  Gate, 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Texas  was  authorized  to  arrange^ 
for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  Gateway  and  Lodges, 
where  visitors  who  come  by  rail  enter  the  grounds. 

The  plans  which  the  Council  approved  were  strictly 
followed,  and  a  feature  of  useful  and  appropriate  design  is 
the  result. 

Some  changes  to  the  approach  near  this  Gateway  will 
materially  improve  the  effect.  This  will  follow  in  due 
course  of  time. 

Deer  Park, 

The  enlargement  of  the  Deer  Park,  as  proposed  at  the 
last  Council,  contemplated  two  additions;  one,  the  hillside 
toward  the  Wharf;  the  other,  toward  the  Gould  lot.  The 
•  extension  west  (toward  the  Wharf)  was  effected,  but  the 
eastern  addition  was  postponed  because  of  more  pressing 
work  then  in  hand.  This  I  should  like  to  take  up  the  pres- 
ent season. 

Mansion  Repairs, 

Much  work  in  the  Mansion  was  found  necessary  during 
the  year.  Repapering  the  walls  above  the  main  and  back 
stairways  (with  designs  approved  by  the  Council)  greatly 
improved  the  former  worn  and  soiled  appearance  there. 
The  pattern-blocks  for  the  paper  made  by  Nevius  &  Havil- 
land  are  in  our  possession.  After  papering  the  walls,  the 
wood  trimmings  were  painted. 

The  Lafayette  Room  ceiling  and  walls  were  repaired 
and  calcimined,  the  woodwork  was  painted,  and  the  floor 
Btained. 

The  iron  railing  of  the  Music  Room  giving  access  to  the 
cabinet   of    relics   was   taken    away,   the   cabinet   position 
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chabged,  and  an  iron  grating  similar  to  those  of  other  rooms 
fitted  to  the  doorway.  The  floor  was  stained  and  the  wall 
paint  renewed. 

The  iron  railing  removed  from  the  Mnsic  Room  fur- 
nished suitable  gateways  for  that  room,  Washington's  Bed- 
room, Spinning-room,  etc.,  without  cost. 

Following  the  installation  of  the  new  heating  appara- 
tus,  repairs  were  required  to  the  paving  and  brickwork  in 
the  cellar  and  the  hearths  of  fireplaces  through  which  the 
heat  is  conducted  to  the  rooms  above.  The  floors  were 
patched  where  the  hot-air  registers  had  been.  The  old  fur- 
nace was  removed  and  disposed  of.  It  was  worn  out  and 
classed  as  junk. 

The  direction  of  the  water-ducts  from  roof  was  changed^ 
and  a  portion  of  the  tin  roof  of  the  Portico  renewed.  The 
floors  of  rooms  and  hallwavs  have  been  oiled  as  needed,  and 
painting  done  to  the  interior  of  the  cupola  and  elsewhere  iu 
the  attic. 

To  prevent  the  rapidly  increasing  wear  of  stairs  and 
passage-ways,  some  covering,  such  as  rubber,  should  be 
devised. 

Mutcellaneouft  Repairs, 

Considerable  work  of  miscellaneous  character  has  been 
accomplished.  I  converted  the  Kennel  near  the  Watch- 
room  into  a  receptacle  for  all  our  fire  hose  and  movable 
apparatus,  making  it  more  readily  accessible  than  when 
stored  in  the  vault  with  the  engines. 

The  Conservatories  were  repaired,  painted,  and  the 
glazing  overhauled.  New  stages  were  built  in  two  of  the 
Greenhouses. 

A  much-needed  book-press  was  built  in  the  Office,  th^ 
mantel  and  fireplace  repaired,  and  some  very  acceptable 
additions  made  to  the  furniture  by  the  Vice-Regents  for 
Rhode  Island  and  Georgia. 

The  room   adjoining   the  Office   (State   Kitchen)    was. 
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newly  plastered  and  calcimined,  and  the  woodwork  painted. 
The  Watch-room  received  like  treatment. 

Galvanized  iron  protecting-caps  were  placed  over  many 
of  the  chimneys  to  lessen  draught,  shed  the  rain,  and  keep 
out  the  chimney-swallows,  which  give  trouble  during  the 
snmmer. 

A  new  turnstile  was  required  at  the  entrance  gate.  Tber 
old  one,  from  long  use,  was  much  worn  and  its  mechanism 
irregular.  This  was  repaired  and  placed  in  position,  where 
it  will  be  used  when  the  presence  of  large  crowds  necessi- 
tate opening  both  entrances. 

Repairs  to  the  eave-gntters  on  the  Bam  and  Wharf 
Pavilion  were  necessary. 

The  rustic  bridge  near  the  Tomb  was  rebuilt;  also  at 
foot-bridge  at  the  Coachman's  Cabin. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  our  regular  force  has  beenr 
busied  in  many  useful  ways.  They  have  painted  the  Hous?-^ 
keeper's  Cottage,  the  eare-gutters  and  roofs  of  several 
buildings,  repaired  the  corn-crib,  the  board  walks,  gates^. 
and  fences.  They  have  removed  and  replaced  the  fly  net- 
ting on  doors  and  windows,  repaired  the  pumps,  cleaned! 
the  chemical  engines,  whitewashed  walls,  fences,  and  build- 
ings, calcimined  several  rooms,  trimmed  trees,  built  hotbed 
frames,  glazed  and  painted  the  sash,  and  constructed  tem- 
porary shelters  on  the  river  shore  to  house  cement  and  tools 
used  on  the  Sea-wall. 

Much  work  incidental  to  the  special  improvements  occu- 
pied a  great  deal  of  our  men's  time,  such  as  arranging  in 
advance  for  the  pipe  lines  to  the  several  buildings^  prepar- 
ing a  coal-bin,  hauling  away  and  grading  the  surplus  earth 
after  trenches  were  filled,  sodding  where  needed,  removing 
dibriSf  hauling  material,  etc. 

Orounds, 

The  attention  to  the  Grounds  was  given  its  regular 
order.    Roads,  walks,  and  drains  were  repaired,  the  lawns. 
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'  were  mowed  and  raked ;  the  grass-plot  surroundiBg  the'stm- 
dial  in  the  fore  court  was  so  hopelessly  filled  with  wite- 
•  grass,  I  trenched  and  reseeded  it  this  spring.  Many  ^f  the 
trees  disfigured  by  storms  were  removed  or  trimmed,  but 
a  greater  number  yet  require  treatment.  All  through 
our  woods  remain  evidences  of  the  hurricane  of  1890  und 
subsequent  gales.  Each  winter  I  have  had  men  there  con- 
verting the  fallen  timber  into  lumber  or  fuel.  This  year  I 
tobk  in  hand  a  section  where  windfalls  were  heaviest,  and 
succeeded  in  removing  most  of  the  timber  and  uprooting  the 
stumps.  To  complete  the  clearing  of  this  tract  another 
season's  work  will  be  directed.  When  accomplished,  an 
addition  of  about  six  acres  will  be  joined  to  what  we  call 
the  back  field.  From  this  "new  ground''  pine  wood  has 
been  cut  and  piled — about  40  chords — ready  for  shipment. 

I  planted  evergreens  to  screen  the  out-buildings;  also 
a  few  ornamental  trees,  such  as  purple  beech,  Japanese  re<l 
maple,  oaks,  etc.  In  the  old  Kitchen  Garden  I  planted  pota- 
toes, onions,  and  other  vegetables;  also  set  out  some  fruit- 
trees  to  be  trained  against  the  wall.  These,  in  variety,  were 
as  follows:  quince,  apricot,  plum,  and  pear.  I  also  set  out 
100  raspberries  and  a  number  of  flowering  peach-trees. 

One  of  the  tributes  brought  by  the  Masons  on  Decem- 
ber 14th  was  a  cedar  of  I^banon.  This  was  planted  by  the 
Regent  and  Vice-Regents  present  on  the  following  morning, 
near  the  Tomb. 

There  is  much  that  tnnst  be  done  to  make  the  Grounds 
what  they  should  be;  that  is,  to  properly  trim  trees,  remov- 
ing those  which  crowd  more  desirable  specimens,  to  set  out 
others,  to  improve  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  lawns — 
ridding  them,  if  possible,  of  the  pest  grasses  and  weeds  now 
abundant.  It  is  a  subject  over  which  I  have  been  grea4:ly 
concerned,  but  lack  the  skill  to  correct.  It  is  worthy  of 
careful  study  by  an  expert  in  landscape  gardening,  and  I 
hope  your  consideration  of  it  will  develop  a  plan  to  make 
the  surroundings  of  Washington's  Home  and  Tomb  more 
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aftftfctfte  land'in  keeping  with  WbUt  we  fan^^ll  believe  lie 
would  bave  enjoyed. 

Fnrm. 

With  all  else  to  engage  time  and  labor,  the'  Farm  re- 
ceived tts  share  of  attention. 

The  season  was  favorable  enough  and  the  crops  >ield^d 
well,  showing  some  improvement  had  been  gained  for  thi* 
land.  The  treatment  advised  ^  year  ago  by  the  expert  from 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  was  followed 
ad  to  rotation -of  crops. 

Two  lots  in  rye  for  spiring  pasture'  were  plowed  under 
and  sown 'with  cow  pens.  Part  of  tWs  crop  was  turned 
under  green  and  followed  by  crimson  clover.  The  other 
lot  was  plowed  this  spring,  after  being  top-dressed  '  with 
manure,  and  seeded  to  oats  and  clover. 

Last  season's  bay  and  fodder  i^rop'was  sufficient  long 
feed  for  our*  stock  the  past  winter.  We  made  about  70 
barrels  of  com  for  the  horses  and  deer.  Mill  feed  has  bet^i 
purchased  for  the  cows  as  usual. 

This  year  we  shall  have  12  acres  in  corn  (second  crop), 
9  acres  in  oats  and  clover,  3  acres  in  crimson  Hover,  9  acres 
for  mowing  (second  sea^n),  27  acres  in  pasture. 

My  plan  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  oyster  shells  and  burn 
it  for  lime  to  apply  to  the'  Farm'  was  not  carried  out  because 
of  pressure  of  other  work. 

The  Guernsey  stock  has  proven  satisfactory.  We  have 
now  4  cows,  4  heifers,  and  1  bull.  Have  sold  1  cow  and 
4  male  calves.  The  sale  of  milk  and  butter  yielded  1622.21. 
Two  farm-horses  being  incapacitated  by  age  and  infirm- 
ities, it  was  found  necessary  to  purchase  a  pair  of  young 
draft-horses  to  take  their  place.  At  present,  therefore,  we 
have  6  horses.  One,  if  not  both,  of  the  old  horses  may  be 
Bold. 

Tof  all  the  haullfig,  grading,  'plowihg,  and  coach-work 
in  ti^wi  ttW^e'teams  will  be  kept  busy. 
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There  are  now  twenty  deer  in  the  Park.  Pour  of  last 
summer's  fawns  died;  one  by  an  accident,  the  others  from 
couses  unknown.  Enlarging  the  Park  gave  an  opportu- 
nity to  benefit  the  deer  by  affording  them  abundant  fresh 
browsing. 

Some  tentative  applications  for  deer  were  received.  I 
have  an  order  to  ship  two  young  deer  as  soon  as  they  can- 
be  safely  caught. 

Boat  Trips. 

In  January  the  river  was  closed  by  ice  so  that  stoppage 
of  the  boat  trips  was  unavoidable.  Advantage  was  taken 
of  this  circumstance  to  overhaul  and  repair  the  steamboat. 
On  February  22d  the  regular  winter  schedule  of  the  boat 
was  resumed. 

The  railway  service  was  uninterrupted  during  the  year. 

When  the  boat  was  laid  up,  passes  were  issued  by  the 
Railroad  Company  to  the  Mount  Vernon  employees. 

« 

Ice. 

The  cold  snap  early  in  January  gave  us  a  chance  to  fill 
the  Ice-house;  cutting  our  supply  from  the  creek  two  miles, 
distant,  where  the  condition  of  the  water  is  good. 

Post-Cards. 

Council  authorized  the  publishing  of  colored  post-cards 
bearing  a  view  of  the  Mansion  and  the  Washington  coat  of 
arms.  Many  reliable  firms  in  that  line  of  business  were  con- 
sulted, but  the  result  has  not  been  satisfactory  as  yet — ^judg- 
ing from  the  sample  cards  which  I  now  submit  for  your 
inspection. 

Photographs. 

The  sale  of  photographs  of  Mount  Vernon  somewhat 
decreased  when  the  new  Guide-book  was  issued,  the  book- 
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let  containing  reproductions  of  all  the  most  attractive  views 
of  the  place.  With  the  Regent's  consent,  I  therefore  re- 
duced the  price  of  the  small  colored  views  from  30  cents 
to  25  cents  each.  This  leaves  us  a  net  profit  of  12J  cents 
each. 

The  fad  for  amateur  photography  increases  the  daily 
applications  for  i>ermission  to  take  pictures  here — not  only 
exterior,  but  interior  views.  To  discriminate  between  ama- 
teurs (whose  innocent  pastime  does  not  affect  our  sales)  and 
professionals  (whose  object  is  to  compete  with  the  Mount 
Vernon  trade)  gives  me  no  end  of  trouble. 

The  constant  demand  for  privileges  to  make  special 
negatives  for  lecture  slides  and  to  illustrate  books  or  papers 
is  a  matter  I  must  beg  the  Council  to  consider  and  definitely 
solve.  I  have  had  so  often  to  refer  these  appeals  to  the 
Regent,  I  desire  to  relieve  her  of  further  annoyance  on  that 
line;  therefore  I  ask  that  a  fixed  rule  be  now  established. 

Donations. 

I  have  to  report  the  receipt  of  several  donations,  as 
follows: 

From  Mr.  8.  P.  Avery,  of  New  York,  4  books:  "Wash- 
ington Letters,  2  volumes;  "The  Memory  of  WaBhington," 
"The  Tomb  of  Washington.'' 

From  Mr.  John  E.  Farnham,  of  ^Boston,  a  Washington 
chair. 

From  Mrs.  Jos.  R.  Lamar,  of  Georgia,  6  banana  shrubs. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  of  National 
Botanical  Gardens,  3  books  for  the  library,  a  cedar  of  Leb- 
anon, agaves,  and  other  plants. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  O.  McDowell,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  "Ethan 
Allen;  A  Drama  of  the  Revolution." 

From  Col.  Hilary  A.  Herbert,  "The  First  American." 

From  Commander  R.  G.  Davenport,  U.  S.  N.,  engraving 
which  hung  at  Mount  Vernon. 
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From  Miss  Sarah  MoFadden,  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  her 
annual  gift  of  two  flags. 

From  Mr.  H.  Folger,  of  San  Francisco,  fl.OO. 

Tomb, 

There  have  been  no  alterations  or  repairs  necessary  at 
the  Tomb.  The  fonr  marble  shafts  were  cleaned.  Decorat- 
ing the  Tomb  had  attention  on  the  fonr  regular  occasions 
— viz.,  May  30th  (when  the  President  sent  a  handsome 
wreath),  July  4th,  December  14th,  and  February  22d.  The 
floral  tributes  upon  the  Centennial  of  Washington's  death 
were  especially  noteworthy.  Every  commandery  or  chapter 
of  Masons  brought  floral  emblems  of  some  kind  to  place  in 
the  vault.  Two  came  from- England.  The-  Earl  of  Londes- 
borotigh,  who  sent  a  magnificent  wreath  of  oak  and  ianrel, 
has  since  passed  to  his  i-est. 

I  must  refer  here  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Pickens,  whose 
status  as  a  Mason  made  her  look  forward  to  that  Centen- 
nial service  with  more  than  ordinary  interest.  Her  sum 
mons  came  on  August  8th,  and  the  flag  was  flown-  at  half- 
mast  until  after  her  funeral. 

There  were  no  clianges  in  the  list  of  regular  employees 
during  the  year. 

The  Guards  were  supplied  with  new  uniforms;  also 
storm-coats  and  boots. 

I  take  great  i)leasure  in  commending  all  the  employees 
for  their  attention  to  duty. 

It  is  with  sincere  gratitude  that  I  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  patient  kindness  of  the  Regent,  and  indeed  of 
all  the  ladies,  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  private  and  social 
cares,  always  And  time  to  answer  my  vexing  correspond 
ence  and  counsel  me  with  advice  and  directions. 

^Frusting  that  my  efforts  may  merit  your  continued  con 
fidence,  I  now  pn^sent  to  you  my  Financial  Statement  for 
the  fiscal  year.  Harrison  H.  Dodge, 

Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 
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EXPENDITURES  FOR  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30^  1900. 

Council  expenses  for  1899^ $     460.16 

Gratuity  to  servants 50*00 

Regular  pay-roll 10,080.09 

Day  laborers 742.93 

Pension  to  Richard  Broadus 312.00 

Hot   water  system 8477.91 

Artesian  well 2,423.41 

Sea*wall  extension 2»626.28 

Deer  Park  extension 107.94 

Improvement  to  grounds 108.71 

Repairs  to  Mansion 186.10 

Repairs  to  Office  and  Watch-room 39.40 

Repairs    to  cistern 56.00 

Repairs  to  typewriter 11.25 

Repairs   to  Greenhouse 143.25 

Stock  Plants  for  Greenhouse 94.44 

Painting  Wharf-house  and  fences 101.00 

Miscellaneous  repairs 309.53. 

Household  expenses 78.01 

Incidental  expenses 89.91 

Farm  implements,  seed,  etc 160.1S 

Two  horses 250.00 

Mill   feed  for  stock 265.01 

Ice 73.00 

Coal 610.89 

Telephone  rental 175.00 

Registering  turnstile 40.00 

TTniforms  for  Guards 187.50 

Guide-books 750.00 

Mount  Vernon  views 906.66 

Centennial  of  Washington's  death  (extra  Guards,  etc.) 103.75 


Total $30,620.22 

REVEINUE  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1900. 

Mount  Vernon  views $1,514.80 

Flowers , 625.40 

Milk 541.46 

Butter 80.75 

Guide-books 1,046.75 

Coach  fares 136.23 

Canes 29.00 

Mount  Vernon  literature 30.20 

Lamp  oil 7.45 

Old  material 74.90 

Lumber 86.68 

Calves ,  30.99 

Cow  and  calf 50.00 

Wood 31.65 

Cash  donation 1.00 
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Donation  from  Vice-Regent  for  California $2,500.00 

Donation  from  Mrs.  Hubbard,  through  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Connecticut 150.00 

Donation  from  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois 100.00 

Donation  from  Vice-Regents  for  New  Jersey  and 

Rhode  Island 50.00 

Wharf  entrances 22.00 

Boat  privilege 99.96  $7,209.12 

Visitors  by  Boat 28,282  at  25  cents  7,070.50 

Visitors  by  Railway 55,863  at  25  cents  13,965.75 

Total $28,245.37 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Division  of  Chemistry. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

H.  W.  Wiley,  Chief.  E.  E.  Ewell,  First  Assistant. 

W.  D.  Bigelow,  Second  Assistant. 

April  18,  1900. 

Hon.   Hatrison   E.   Dodge,   Superintendent   of  MoufU    Yemon,    Mount 
Vernon,  Va.: 

Dear  Mr.  Dodge, — I  have  looked  very  carefully  orer  the  analyt- 
ical data  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  and  can  say  from 
an  inspection  of  them  that  the  Artesian  well  water  referred  to  is 
entirely  potable.  The  entire  absence  of  nitrites  and  nitrates,  is  some- 
what surprising,  considering  that  ammonia  is  present  in  the  water. 
The  absence  of  these  bodies,  however,  shows  that  the  water  has  been 
entirely  free  from  nitrifying  organisms,  and,  in  fact,  is  probably  free 
from  organisms  of  all  kinds.  The  freedom  of  the  water  from  hard- 
ness Is  also  to  be  noted.  In  fact,  from  the  data  which  you  submit,  I 
should  say  that  this  water  was  an  excellent  drinking-water. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  showing  this  opinion  to  any  of  your 
friends  who  are  interested  in  the  matter,  but  could  not  consent  to 
have  it  published  in  any  way  as  an  advertisement 

Sincerely  yours,  H.  W.  Wiley,  Chemist. 

ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  FROM  THE  ARTESIAN  WELL  DRILLED 

AT  MOUNT  VERNON,  1899. 

Chlorides,  105  parts  in  100,000  parts  of  water. 
Nitrates,  absent. 
Nitrites,  absent. 

Ammonia,  0.0175  parts  In  100,000  parts  of  water. 
Hardness  (lime  and  magnesia  salts),  a  trace. 
Organic  subs^nces.   100,000  parts  of   water  reduce   0.54  parts 
potassium  permanganate. 
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INVENTORY  OF  MOVABLE  PROPERTY. 


Coach    and    2    sets    of    harness 

(1  old). 
Dayton  wagon  and  harness. 
Horse  cart  and  harness. 
Hay-frame. 
Two-horse  mower. 
One-horse  mower. 
2  hand  mowers. 
Horse  rake. 
5  head-halters. 
2  two-horse  plows. 
Road  scraper. 
Road  scoop. 

2  wooden  harrows. 
Spring-tooth  harrow. 

3  stone  rollers. 
Cutting-hox. 
Ck)rn-8heller. 
Corn-seeder. 
Grass-seeder. 

3  short-handled  forks. 
2  long-handled  forks. 
5  hay-forks. 

2  wagon-Jacks. 
Grindstone. 
Sledge-hammer. 

4  iron  rakes. 

3  stone  rollers. 

Farm  wagon  and  harness. 
1  set  of  plow  harness. 
3  double  shovels. 
1  cultivator. 

Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  April 


4  long-handled  shove! s. 
7  short-handled  shovels. 

3  mattocks. 
11  picks. 

1  garden  fork. 

4  wooden  rakes. 
4  hoes. 

4  snow-shovels. 
Briar-scythe. 

3  grass-scythes  and  snaths. 
Forge  and  anvil. 

2  grain  cradles. 
2  sand  screens. 

0  axes. 

6  wheelbarrows. 

1  tile-spade. 

4  spades. 

2  crowbars. 

1  sod-cutter. 

3  ice-hooks. 
Iron  rammer. 
Wooden  rammer. 

4  corn-knives. 

3  cross-cut  saws. 
3  iron  wedges. 

2  doubletrees. 

2  horse-buckets. 

Half-bushel  measure. 

Carpenters'  tools. 

9  portable  fire-extinguishers. 

Appliances  for  chemical  engines. 

30,  1900. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Prom  the  manuscript  and  typewritten  copy  furnished 
me,  I  had  printed  90  copies  of  Minutes  of  Council,  of  78 
pages  each.  Also  1,000  copies  of  Annual  Report,  of  52 
pages. 
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One  copy  of  MiBUtes  and  12  copies  of  Report*  were  sent 
to  the  Regent,  and  to  each  Vice-Regent    On^  copy  of,  R€;pqr;U 
was  sent  to  the  Kansas  State  Historical  Society  ap4  28 
copies  to  private  individuals.    To  the  Siiperintaiident*w<(is 
sent  all  the  rest  of  the  edition. 

A  considerable  amount  of  stationery  was  received  from, 
the  Superintendent. 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 

July  29,  Cheque  from  Regent,  for  Balance  reported  by  Secretary, 

May,  1899 I3&6a 

Expenses. 

Expressage  on    pamphlets $13.28 

Printing  summons  to  Council 50 

Postage  and   envelopes 4.00 

Additional  postage 1.00 

Cash  on  hand 9.85 

$28.63 

Jennie  Meeker  Ward, 

Secretary  of  Council. 
Mav  1,  1900. 

Council  adjourned  at  12:80. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Council  met  at  1:45  oVlock. 

One  hundred  copies  of  the  form  of  acknowledgment  of 
gifts  were  ordered  to  be  procured,  with  engraved  plate  for 
future  use.  This  order  was  entrusted  to  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Maine,  to  be  sent  to  the  Regent. 

A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  data  for 
an  article  for  encyclopedia,  on  the  history  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association :  Mrs.  Sweat,  Chairman ;  Miss  Longfel- 
low\  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Hill. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Ames,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Islands 
that  the  action  on  the  letter  to  applicants,  page  0.3,  MinnteE 
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of  1899,  be  rescinded  and  the  matter  be  left  as  heretofore, 
to  the  Regent.    Seconded  by  Mrs.  Sweat,  and  carried. 

Manuscript  Mitintes  of  1899  handed  by  Secretary  to  the 
Regent  to  be  filed  in  Superintendent's  office. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  brought 
before  the  Council  some  interesting  photographs  (one  found 
in  Alexandria,  showing  a  ha-ha  fence  on  the  South  Lawn; 
others  taken  fifteen  years  ago,  showing  the  remains  of  the 
brick  wall  at  that  time),  and  asked  that  the  matter  of  the 
restoration  of  this  fence  be  now  considered.  After  discus- 
sion, the  following  resolution  was  offered: 

Moved  by  Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  seconded  by  Vice- 
Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  that  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Harri- 
son, in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  the  ha-ha  fences  which 
existed  in  Washington's  time  has  received  the  favorable 
attention  of  the  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  measures  may 
be  taken  to  carry  out  such  plans.    Carried. 

Council  adjourned  at  5  p.  m. 

FOURTH  DAY— MONDAY,  MAY  14,  1900. 

Morning  Session. 

Opening  exercises. 
Roll  called. 
Present : 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, Regent 
MRS.  WALKER,  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina, 
MRS.  SWEAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 
MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 
MISS  COMEQYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 
MISS  LONGFELLOW,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusette. 
MRa  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 
MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 
MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 
MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minneeota. 
MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 
MRS.  MAXEY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 
IM 


50 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio,  arrived  by  boat. 
Minutes  of  Batiirday  read  and  approved. 
Regent  called  for  Reports  of  Committees. 

MANSION  REPORT. 

The  Mansion  is  in  such  excellent  condition  that  the 
<!ommittee  has  but  few  suggestions  to  make. 

We  would  recommend  that  some  method  be  devised  to 
protect  the  stj^irwajs  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  constant 
use.  Also,  that  the  stone  steps  of  the  Mansion  be  repaired. 
The  Superintendent  reports  the  necessity  of  a  few  inci- 
dental repairs  in  the  woodwork  and  plastering  of  some  of 
the  buildings.  Rebecca  B,  Flandrau^ 

Acting  Chairman. 
Ellen  Wain  Harrison. 
A.  I,  C.  D,  Ames, 

REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  have  gone  faithfully  through  every 
room  in  the  Mansion,  as  well  as  the  rooms  in  the  Quar- 
ters, with  the  following  result.  They  would  suggest  the 
following: 

The  fire-buckets,  now  in  a  cabinet,  on  the  second-floor 
Hall,  to  be  hung  on  a  beam  in  the  same  Hall,  fully  secured 
to  prevent  their  removal. 

The  curtains  to  be  washed  in  both  Parlor  and  Music 
Room;  also  two  modern  rugs  to  be  removed,  also  the 
death-mask  of  General  Washington;  that  the  beautiful 
mirror  and  brackets  now  in  the  Virginia  Room  be  hung 
in  Music  Room. 

That  a  new  tablet  be  put  upon  the  small  painting  in 
the  Banquet  HalK  representing  the  old  Washington  Home 
in  England. 
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Remove  to  Library  several  of  the  pictures  now  stand- 
ing in  the  Parlor  and  very  inappropriate  for  that  room. 

They  would  suggest  that  several  of  the  Bedrooms 
have  white  dimity  covers  for  bureaus  and  chair  seats,  as 
well  as  curtains  for  the  bedsteads.  That  proper  brass  can- 
dlesticks be  placed  upon  the  mantelpieces  and  bureaus  in 
place  of  the  various-colored  china  and  bronze  ones  now 
there.  That  a  new  rug,  three  chairs,  and  proper  table  be 
placed  in  the  Superintendent's  Room,  the  work  commenced 
there  last  year  being  but  half  completed. 

That  new  iron  bedsteads  and  mattresses  are  needed 
for  the  Guards'  rooms. 

The  Chairman  would  respectfully  ask  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  fl25.00  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  necessary 
furniture  for  the  Superintendent's  Room. 

Respectfully  submitted.  A,  I.  C.  D,  Ames, 

Chairman. 

Ellen  Wain  Harrison. 

Amy  Toumsend. 
12th  May,  1900. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  our  committee,  we 
submit  the  Gardener's  Report  to  the  Council,  with  recom- 
mendations that  the  new  tubs  for  palms  be  allowed;  we 
would  suggest  that  the  lot  near  the  Spinning-house  be 
planted  with  roses  (old-fashioned  ones)  and  grass;  that 
vines  be  planted  against  the  wall,  and  more  tulips  and 
old-fashioned  flowers  in  the  garden. 

Amy  Townsend, 

Acting  Chairman. 

Frances  C,  Mawey. 

Harriet  C,  Comegys, 


52 

GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

I  wish  to  again  call  attention  to  the  courtesy  shown 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Daw,  32d  Street,  Washington,  D.  (\,  in  dis- 
posing of  the  products  of  our  Greenhouses.  He  has  turned 
over  f()1.25,  the  result  of  sales  at  his  store,  for  which  he 
will  accept  no  remuneration. 

Also,  I  wish  to  make  acknowledgments  to  8.  D.  Black- 
stone,  14th  and  8th  Streets;  Gude  Bros.,  F  Street,  near 
13th;  and  John  H.  Small's  Sons,  14th  and  G  Streets,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  whose  generous  responses  to  my  appeal  en- 
abled me  to  have  the  Tomb  in  fine  condition  for  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration  of  December  14th.  The  Spanish  pines 
in  front  of  the  Greenhouses  succumbed  to  the  winter  of 
1898  and  1899,  and  a  few  months  ago  were  removed.  The 
boxwood  suffered  materially,  but  we  hope  time  will  bring 
that  out  all  right. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  were $638.95 

Expenditures 13.55 

Cash  to  Superintendent $625.40 

I  would  respectfully  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  f 200.00 

for  staging,  procuring  new  tubs  for  palms,  etc.,  and  fl50.00 

for  stock. 

Salary  of  F.  H.  Whelan $1,140.00 

Salary  of  Wm.  Schubert 480.00 

Salary  of  Wm.  Harrison 360.00 

Expenditures  by  Gardener,  for  postage,  etc 13.55 

$1,993.55 
Receipts 688.95 

$1,354.60 

Total   receipts $638.95 

Expenditures 13.55 

Cash   to  Superintendent $625.40 

Respectfully  submitted.  Franklin  A,  Whelnn, 

Head  Gardener. 
Mount  Vernon.  Va.,  May  10,  1900. 
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REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TREES,  AND  SHRITBS. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  your  committee  sub- 
mit the  following  report  aa  the  result  of  our  invesrtigation 
of  the  grounds  at  Mount  Vernon. 

We  recommend  that  a  privet  hedge  be  planted  on  the 
line  of  the  wire  fence  from  the  Barn  to  the  path  leading 
to  the  Tomb,  also  a  privet  hedge  on  both  sides  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  Entrance  Gate;  that  the  spaces  at  the  Tomb 
now  worn  bare  should  be  neatlv  cut  into  a  walk  and  cov- 
ered  with  brick. 

It  was  moved  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Sweat,  and  carried,  that  no  new  appli- 
ances be  used  on  the  gutters  of  the  carriage  road,  and 
that  everything  be  done  to  keep  the  old-fashioned  appear- 
ance; also  that  the  edges  of  the  ground  about  the  monu- 
ments shall  be  well  sodded  up  to  a  few  inches  within  the 
enclosures. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  path  leading  from  the 
Bnmmer-house  to  the  old  Tomb  be  made  more  sightly;  also, 
that  the  path  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  near  and  behind  the 
Summer-house  be  filled  in,  when  convenient,  and  gradually 
restored  to  its  normal  condition  before  it  was  worn  away 
by  the  tread  of  visitors;  also  that  the  walks  around  the 
Summer-house  be  cut  neatly  and  filled  in  with  gravel ;  that 
a  guard-rail  be  placed  at  narrow  points  in  the  carriage-way 
to  the  Wharf;  that  the  stone  steps  near  the  Deer-house 
leading  to  the  ha-ha  fence  be  repaired. 

We  would  suggest  that  the  cedars  now  shutting  out 
the  view  of  the  pasture  land  on  the  Gould  tract  should  be 
thinned  out  and  left  in  clusters. 

The  grounds  are  in  excellent  condition  as  to  roads, 
drainage,  trees,  and  shrubbery,  needing  only  a  continuance 
of  the  care  and  taste  hitherto  given  to  ensure  their  perpet- 
ual beauty  and  preservation. 

We  suggest  that  the  Superintendent  remove  the  picket 
fence  separating  the  old  enclosure  from  the  new  addition. 
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and  replace  it  with  a  wire  fence  similar  to  that  protecting 
the  new  Park. 

Fonr  small  cedar  bushes  that  were  interfering  with 
other  trees  and  were  half  dead  were  ordered  cut  out,  which 
was  done.    Flagging  to  Entrance  Gate  to  be  put  in  order. 

Susan  E,  Johnson  Hudson^ 
Acting  Chairman. 

Fanny  Qilchrist  Baker.     , 
Amy  Townsend. 

Moved  by  Maine,  seconded  by  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
Committee  on  Grounds,  Trees,  and  Shrubs  be  authorized  to 
consult  with  experts  in  regard  to  treatment  of  certain  "sick 
trees"  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  to  report  his  advice  to  the 
Regent  before  action.    Carried. 

REPORT  OF  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Farm  Committee,  I  have  the  pleas- 
ure to  report  that  the  usual  routine  work  has  resulted 
favorably. 

At  my  invitation.  Prof.  Milton  Whitney,  Chief  of  the 
Division  of  Soils  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  visited 
the  Estate  and  advised  the  experimental  treatment  of  cer- 
tain lots,  which  was  followed  as  to  rotation  of  crops,  plow- 
ing under  cow  peas,  and  seeding  to  clover.  The  beneficial 
effect  will  be  more  apparent  next  year  than  this. 

During  the  past  winter  the  hay  and  corn  crops  were 
sufficient  for  the  stock. 

The  pair  of  horses  used  mainly  for  farm- work  are  aged, 
and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  purchase  others  to  sup- 
ply their  places. 

The  Guernsey  stock  has  proved  satisfactory,  and  the 
most  desirable  of  the  increase  is  being  raised. 

The  Deer  Park  has  been  extended,  enclosing  the  hill- 
side between  the  Summer-house  and  the  Wharf,  and  it  is 
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desirable  that  the  broken  hillside  northeast  of  the  Park  be^ 
utilized  also  for  the  deer. 

The  committee  recommends  that  the  woodland  of  the 
estate  be  cleared  of  fallen  timber,  and  that  the  boundary 
fences  be  strengthened. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst 

REPORT  OP  UBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  the  following  addi- 
tions to  the  Library: 

1.  Johnson's  Dictionary,  2  volumes,  1818. 

2.  "An  Apology  for  Christian  Divinity;  A  Vindica- 

tion  of  the  Doctrine  of  People  Called  Quakers," 
1  volume,  1805.  Presented  by  Mr.  Wm.  R. 
Smith. 

3.  Official  Letters  of  George  Washington,  2  volumes, 

1795. 

4.  "The  Memory  of  Washington." 

5.  "The  Tomb  of  Washington,"  1840.     Presented  by 

Mr.  8.  P.  Avery. 

6.  "The  First  American,"  by  Leila  Herbert.     Pre- 

sented by  Col.  Hilary  Herbert. 

7.  "Ethan  Allen;  A  Drama  of  the  Revolution."    Pre- 

sented by  Wm.  O.  McDowell,  Newark,  N.  J. 

8.  Official  Letters  of  George  Washington,  1  volume. 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Baker,  Florida. 

Four  old  lithographs  of  Mount  Vernon.  Presented  by 
Mr.  S.  P.  Avery. 

A  copy  of  the  Ulster  County  Oazette,  January,  1800, 
with  an  account  of  Washington's,  death.  Presented  by 
Mrs.  J.  Henry  Smith. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  has  received 
from  the  Record  Committee  the  following  pamphlets: 

North  Carolina  Records. 

An  Historical  Sketch  of  Old  Christ  Church,  Alexan- 
dria,  Va. 
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Washington  Wills. 

The  Baker  Collection  of  Washington  }^ooks. 
Washington  and  Tilghman  Correspondence. 
Ancestry  of  Washington. 

Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
Presentation  Sword  of  Washington. 

Final  Settlement  of  the  Estates  of  General  George 
Washington. 

Lawrence  Lewis — Lorenzo  Lewis. 

Alice  M.  Lomgfeihw^ 

Chairman. 
Margaret  J.  M,  8we^, 

RECORD  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

An  important  addition  to  our  earliest  records  we  And 
in  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Greenough,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mrs.  Ritchie,  of  Virginia,  which  were  pres^ited  to  your 
committee  last  year  by  Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

The  letters  to  Mrs.  Comegys  which  we  have  filed  date 
from  October,  1868,  when  she  was  appointed  Vice-Regent 
for  Delaware,  to  1886.  They  give  a  record  of  her  State 
work  in  organizing  and  collecting  money  for  the  purchase 
of  Mount  Vernon,  and  prove  what  an  important  officer  she 
was  to  the  Association  during  the  Civil  War,  in  aiding 
those  in  charge  of  the  estate  by  her  advice  and  encourage- 
ment, and  as  Chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  to  look  after  Mount  Vernon  affairs  when  the 
funds  of  the  Association  were  extremely  k>w— niireetimg 
the  management  in  connection  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Committee  and  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  until  the 
return  of  the  Regent  in  1866. 

Two  books  were  filed  with  the  letters  preserved  by  Mrs. 
Halsted,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey.  These  contaiB  let- 
ters from  Miss  Phoebe  Ogden,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  first  Vice- 
Regent,  and  accounts  of  her  collections  for  the  purchase; 
and  those  of  Mrs.  Halsted  from  1868  to  1891,  eonceming 
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am  i&t«restiiig  pmad  in  tlK^  history  of  the  Aasodation, 
wbett  the  restorations  were  made  and  the  ofganjaajrtw 
perfected. 

In  another  book  are  filed  letters  from  Miss  Barper  as 
eaffly  as  1858,  when  the  Vice-Regency  for  Maryland  was 
offered  her  by  Miss  Cunningham,  and  declined  on  account 
of  ill  health  and  pressing  business  affairs  which  consumed 
her  time.  There  are  letters  from  Mra.  Chace,  of  Rhode 
Islaa^  ti>  Mias  Traey,  some  of  interest  from  Miss  ^prigai^, 
of  Maryland,  186ft,  an  octogenarian  who  had  known  Wash- 
iagtcni;  she  deeliaes  the  Yice-fiegency  flrom  Maryland.  The 
meatjoft  of  Bev.  Dr.  Timothy  Dwight's  poem  dedicated  to 
General  Waahingtoii,  '^C^oqaest  of  Canaan,"  is  made  in  a 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Willjam  W.  Bpear,  rector  of  a  church  in 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  '^on  the  very  spot  where  Colonel 
Washington  einamped,  and  where  he  often  read  prayers 
before  his  regiment."  * 

Through  all  these  ree^ds  of  the  past  the  deep  interest 
ajid  enthusiasm  in  the  work  for  Mount  Vernon  illumines 
every  line  of  the  fading  ink.  The  reader  of  these  old  letters 
will  understand  how  the  gigantic  work  came  to  be  accom- 
plished as  it  was,  agftinst  all  diacouragement,  and  why  the 
successors  of  these  early  workers  are  still  laboring  with 
the  same  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  such  pioneers  in- 
augurated. The  impetus  given  in  1854  is  still  strong  in  its 
influence  upon  1900.  Harriet  Clayton  Comegye, 

Chairman. 
^U8an  E,  Johnson  Hudson, 
Jennie  Meeker  Ward, 

INDEX  COMMITTEE. 

The  Index  Committee  has  in  hand  the  compiling  of  the 
record  of  work  done  in  each  State — viz.,  collections  for  pur- 
chase, fdmishings  for  restorations,  gifts,  donations  of  any 
kind,  or  of  loans  of  relics  tx)  the  Association;  also  the  index- 
ing of  dates  of  charters  and  constitution  and  by-laws. 
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As  a  full  account  of  the  work  undertaken  by  tbis  com- 
mittee was  given  in  the  report  for  1897  by  Mrs*  Wa»d,  at 
that  time  Chairman,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  enlarge  far- 
ther here.  Rebecca  B,  FUmdroM, 

Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Press  Committee  has  done  all  in  its  power,  both 
during  the  interval  of  Councils  and  during  annual  session, 
to  keep  the  public  informed  concerning  the  management  of 
Mount  Vernon,  its  histoid,  and  the  history  of  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Association  which  purchased  and  owns  the 
estate.  An  article  was  published  in  the  Washington  Post 
at  the  time  of  the  Centennial  of  the  death  of  Washington, 
and  in  the  Richmond  papers,  and  in  February  in  the  De- 
troit Free  Press.  Articles  were  sent  describing  the  Centen- 
nial celebration,  also,  to  the  New  York  papers,  but  their 
own  reporters  had  already  furnished  all  that  they  were 
willing  to  publish;  unfortunately,  the  magazines  and  lead- 
ing newspapers  have  their  own  corps  of  writers,  and  they 
prefer  to  employ  them  to  write  up  any  special  subject,  even 
though  their  knowledge  may  be  inaccurate  and  supelrficial. 
This  fact  makes  it  difficult  for  the  Association  to  secure  a 
hearing  from  the  public. 

It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  for  the  Association  to 
abandon  all  effort  to  inform  the  public,  through  the  press, 
of  all  facts  of  interest  pertaining  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  we 
can  only  exhort  each  other  to  continued  effort  and  unfail- 
ing patience.  Elizabeth  B,  A,  Rathbone. 

Emma  R.  BaU, 
A.  R.  Winder. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEB. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  contents  of  the  six 
relic  cases,  and  find  all  relics  in  place  and  in  good  order 
We  have  also  identified  all  relics  in  the  Mansion. 
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We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  relics: 
A  pair  of  very  handsome  banqueting  candlesticks  pre- 
sented by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Mar^'land  as  a  bequest  from 
the  late  George  R.  Goldsborough. 

Three  relics  presented  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massu- 
chnsetts  and  her  sisters:  a  silver  medal  commemorating  the 
death  of  George  Washington,  a  medal  commemorating  the 
trial  of  Major  Andrd,  a  small  cross  made  from  the  wood  of 
Washington's  coffin. 

From  Commander  R.  G.  Davenport,  U.  S.  N.,  an  en- 
graving which  hung  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Two  silver  candlesticks  purchased  by  the  Council,  once 
belonging  to  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon. 

An  autograph  letter  from  General  Washington  to 
Colonel  Ball,  deposited  as  a  loan  by  Fayette  G.  Ball. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  a  handsomely 
bonnd  Record  Book  for  Relics,  with  a  full  list  of  relics  in 
possession  of  the  Association  carefully  entered  up  to  date. 
Permission  has  been  given  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Vir- 
ginia for  the  removal  of  the  mirror  and  gilded  brackets 
from  the  Bedroom  of  General  Washington,  to  be  placed  in 
the  Music  Room,  where  they  originally  hung. 

Emma  R:  Ball^ 

Chairman. 
A,  R.  Winder. 
Fanny  Oilchrisi  Baker, 

REPORT  OP  GUIDE-BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  od  Guide-book  reports  that  a  few  im- 
portant changes  have  been  made  in  the  Guide-book  for  the 
next  edition.  Alice  M.  Longfellow y 

Acting  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMIOTiaB. 

Your  committee  finds  both  Tombs  in  good  condition; 
no  outlay  for  repairs  necessary.  The  decorations  of  the 
Tomb  on  the  14th  of  December,  1899,  by  the  Maaons,  were 
most  elaborate,  to  commemorate  the  Centennial  of  General 
Washington's  death.  Contributions  of  magnificent  E^nglish 
wreaths  were  sent;  these,  mingled  with  American  wreaths 
of  holly  and  laurel,  testify  to  the  unity  of  feeling  in  their 
admiration  of  our  great  American.  The  Earl  of  Londes- 
borough,  Senior  Warden  of  England,  sent  the  following 
paper  and  A^erses  with  a  wreath  of  oak  and  ivy: 

To  be  Placed  on  Washf^(rton*s  Tomb,  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Hundredth 

Anmversary  of  His  Death. 

An  Bnglish  wreath  we  fain  would  lay 
Upon  this  mighty  tomb  to-day, 
Of  laurel,  ivy,  oak,  and  yew, 
Which  drank  the  English  sttii  and  dew 
On  far-off  Yorkshire's  grassy  sod; 
Where  once — we  boast — his  fathers  trod. 
Whom  East  and  West  unite  to  praise 
And  crown  with  never-fading  bays. 

O  Washington,  thy  symbol  be 
The  oak  for  strength  and  constancy. 
For  grandeur  and  for  grace  of  form, 
For  calmness  in  the  stress  and  storm. 
The  monarch  of  the  forest  thou! 
To  thee  the  generations  bow; 
And  under  thy  great  shadow  rest. 
Forever  free,  forever  blest. 

• 

And  thine  the  laurel,  for  the  fame 
Illustrious  of  a  conqueror's  name; 
Patient  to  wait  and  prompt  to  strike. 
Intrepid,  fiery,  mild  alike; 
Great,  for  the  greatness  of  the  foe, 
Which  fell  by  thy  repeated  blow; 
Great,  for  thy  country's  greatness,  won 
By  thee,  her  most  beloved  son. 
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And  AB  the  ivy  twines  around 
Cottage  and  tower,  thy  heart  was  found 
Clinging  to  home,  and  church,  and  wife, 
The  sweeter  for  the  finished  strife. 
And  so  thy  memory,  like  the  yew. 
Will  still  he  green  to  mortal  view; 
"The  greatest  of  good  men"  contest 
By  all,  and  of  great  men  the  best! 

Letitia  H.  Walker, 

ChairmaD. 

Rebecca  B,  Flandrau, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Council  adjourned  at  12:30. 

Afternoon  Session, 

Mr.  E.  Francis  Higgs,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  ap- 
peared before  the  Council  with  his  statement  of  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Association,  as  follows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  9,  1900. 

Mrs.  J.  y.  R-  Toumsendy  Regent  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies* 
Association: 

Madam, — It  is  again  my  privilege  to  prepare  and  sub- 
mit the  accompanying  statements  of  the  General  Account 
and  Endowment  Fund  for  the  year  just  past. 

Balance  to  credit  of  the  General  Account  in  bank $9,500.34 

Balance  to  credit  of  the  Endowment  Fund  in  bank 6,825.34 

The  Portland  &  Rochester  Railroad  having  been  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  exchange  the  three  shares  of  the  former  stock,  held 
in  the  Endowment  Fund,  for  an  equal  number  of  shares  of 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.    This  was  effected,  but  the 
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Company  requests  confirmatory  action  by  Council,  and  I 
enclose  form  of  resolution  for  that  purpose.  It  will  be  noted 
that  f  4,500  of  our  Washington  real-estate  loans  have  been 
paid  off,  and  investments  in  like  kind  to  extent  of  |9,000 
have  been  made,  after  consultation  with  yourself.  The 
rates  of  interest  on  safe  mortgages  in  Washington  steadily 
decline.  One  of  these,  for  |4,500,  matured  in  April,  bearing 
5  per  cent  interest,  and  I  was  glad  to  permit  an  extension 
of  f4,000  for  five  years  at  4^  per  cent.  Another,  of  |6,000, 
matures  in  this  month,  and  a  reduction  of  interest  in  this 
case  to  4i  per  cent  seems  necessary.  All  good  listed  secu- 
rities are  so  high  that  they  barely  bring  an  income  of  3 
per  cent. 

I  hold  for  the  Endowment  Fund : 

Mortgage  Ixmns. 

John  F.  Shea,  4%  per  cent,  extended  to  October  18,  1903 $4,000 

Chas.  A.  Stockett,  5  per  cent,  extended  to  April  29,  1901 1.000 

M.  B.  Mormann,  4%  per  cent,  extended  to  April  18,  1906 4,000 

Annie  B.  Craig,  5  per  cent,  due  May  21.  1900 6,000 

Olive  Rlsley  Seward,  5  per  cent,  May  1.  1903 5,000 

Ferslnger,  4%  per  cent,  August  10,  1902 ...» 3,500 

McCarthy,  4%  per  cent,  October  10,  1904 500 

John  Lynch,  4%  per  cent,  May  22,  1902 3,000 

D.  Wm.  Oyster,  4%  per  cent,  June  1,  1904 2,000 

$29,000 

Bonds,  Etc. 

TT.  s.  Registered,  4  per  cent  of  1907,  par  value $9,300 

Board  of  Education,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  4%  per  cent,  1919 5.000 

School  District  of  Omaha,  5  per  cent,  1908 6,000 

Licking  County,  Ohio,  6  per  cent,  1907 5,000 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Stock 300 

Greorgia  Railroad  Securities,  etc.,  of  uncertain  value 

$53,600 
I  am,  madam,  Very  respectfully, 

E.  Francis  Riggs, 

Treasurer. 
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Action  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  matter  of  the  change 
from  Portland  &  Rochester  Railroad  stock  to  shares  of 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  was  ratified  bj  the  Regent  in 
presence  of  the  Council. 

Ck)uncil  adjourned  at  4:45  p.  m. 


FIFTH  DAY— TUESDAY,  MAY  15,  1900. 

Morning  Session. 

Opening  exercises. 
Roll  called. 
Present: 

MRS.  J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent 

MRS.  WALKER.  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  SWEAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-Jlegent  for  Connecticut. 

MISS  COMBGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware, 

MISS  LONGFELLOW,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

MRS.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

MRS.  MAXBY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

MRS.  CAMPBELL,  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 

MRS.  RATHBONB,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

Minutes  of  Monday  read  and  accepted. 

Discussion  resumed  on  the  appropriation  recommended 
by  the  Committee  on  Grounds,  Trees,  and  Shrubs. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Walker,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Harrison, 
that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  repair  the'  gutters  and  add 
to  the  brick  pavement  around  the  Tomb  as  suggested  by 
committee. 

Discussion  to  be  resumed. 
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Council  adjoanied  at  10:30  to  meet  the  Gova-nor  of 
Virginia  and  the  Board  of  ViBitors. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Council  met  at  3  o'clock. 

A  telegram  was  received  at  noon  from  Governor  Tyler, 
of  Virginia,  stating  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
be  at  Mount  Vernon  to-day.  He  was  represented  by  his  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  Owens,  and  the  following  members  of  the  Board 
of  Visitors:  Dr.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mr.  B.  O. 
James,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mr.  L.  P.  Stearns,  Newport  News, 
Va.;  Mr.  R.  B.  Hartlett,  Sussex  County,  Va.;  Mr.  N.  S.  Wal- 
ter, Warren  County,  Va. 

After  lunch  and  a  tour  of  the  grounds,  the  gentlemen 
came  into  the  Council  Room,  where,  on  behalf  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Mr.  Owens  extended  a  weUM)me  to  the  soil  of  Virginia 
to  the  ladies  representing  the  Association  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  home  of  the  hero.  This  was  followed  by  a  patri- 
otic and  feeling  address  by  Dr.  Curry.  Remarks  were  also 
made  by  Mr.  James  and  Mr.  Hartlett,  expressive  of  the  emo- 
tions aroused  by  the  atmosphere  of  the  sacred  spot. 

After  these  exercises,  the  Council  resumed  its  session 
and  the  discussion  of  the  recommendations  of  committees. 

Motion  was  made,  and  seconded,  that  a  committee  of 
the  whole  should  visit  the  cedar  hedge  on  the  north  of  the 
Estate.    Carried,  and  at  4 :45  o'clock  the  Council  adjourned. 

SIXTH  DAY— WEDNESDAY,  MAY  16,  1900. 

Morning  Session, 

Opening  exercises. 
Roll  called. 
Present : 

MRS.  J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent. 

MRS.  WALKER.  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
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MRS.  SWEAT,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MRS.  HUD80N,  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  MAXBY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire, 

MRS.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MISS  TOWNSBND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

MRS.  CAMPBELL,  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 

MRS.  RATHBONB,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

MISS  C0ME;GYS,  vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MISS  LONGFELLOW,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

Minntes  of  Tuesday  read  and  accepted. 

Letter  of  CommaDder  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  rest  of  the  series  of  pictures  illustrating  the  "Sorrows  of 
Werther."  They  are  owned  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Beverley  Tucker, 
rector  of  St  Paulas  Church,  Norfolk,  Va,  Letter  was  handed 
Mrs.  Ball,  Chairman  of  Relic  Committee. 

Regent  banded  the  ladies  their  traveling  expenses. 

Regent  signed  boat  contract  for  the  coming  year,  and 
the  commission  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Dodge,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  Council. 

List  of  Directions  from  Committees,  given  to  Mr.  Dodge^ 
regarding  improvements  and  repairs  for  the  coming  year. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Maxey,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas,  that  the 
west  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  East  Quarters  be  set  aside 
for  a  Committee  &»<an.  Seconded  by  Miss  Townsend,  Vice- 
Regent  for  New  York.    Carried. 

Moved  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina : 

The  year  of  1903  will  be  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  inception 
of  Miss  A.  P.  Cunningham's  idea  of  purchasing  the  estate  of  Mount 
Vernon.  During  this  year  was  issued  the  "Southern  Matron's  Ap- 
peal" to  the  women  of  America  to  become  co-laborers  with  her  in  the 
noble  work  of  purchasing  and  restoring  the  sacred  place  to  its  origi- 
nal condition.  I  move,  when  the  Council  shall  assemble  next  year» 
the  ladies  shall  formulate  some  plans  for  the  commemoration  of  this 
5M 
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occasion  in  a  proper  manner,  and  gratefully  make  a  suitable  memorial 
to  the  memory  of  our  first  Regent 

Seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
Council  adjourned  without  taking  action  on  the  above 
resolution. 

Afternoon  Session, 

Council  met  at  1 :45  o'clock.  Mrs.  Walker's  resolution 
concerning  a  tribute  to  Miss  Cunningham  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

The  question  of  granting  the  privilege  of  taking  photo- 
graphs of  objects  in  the  Mansion  for  illustrating  articles  or 
books  was  discussed.  The  following  resolution  was  offered 
by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Harrison,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  and 
«econded : 

Resolved,  That  no  photographs  be  taken  in  the  Mansion.  That 
the  present  Council  so  instruct  the  Superintendent,  and  that  special 
requests  to  the  Regent  be  left  to  her  discretion. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Miss  Longfellow: 

That  no  photographs  shall  be  taken  of  the  interior  of  the  Man- 
sion, except  by  special  permission  of  the  Regent. 

Vote  on  the  amendment  lost;  11  nays,  3  ayes. 

Vote  on  the  original  motion,  by  Mrs.  Harrison,  carried. 

The  following  nominations  to  fill  vacancies  were  an- 
nounced by  the  Regent,  to  be  acted  upon  next  year: 

Mrs.  C.  F.  ^fanderson,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer,  Berkeley  Springs,  West 
Virginia. 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

The  Regent  renewed  her  annual  gift  of  f50  to  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

Mov(Mi  that  the  sum  of  |20.00  be  given  to  Sarah  John- 
son because  of  her  special  need  at  this  time.  Moved  by  Eliz- 
jabt^h  B.  Rathbone,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Sweat.    Carried. 

The  Regent  announced  the  following  list  of  Committees: 
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Finance. — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs. 
Rathbone. 

Mansion. — Mrs.  Barnes,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Flandran,  Mrs. 
Hill,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Wilder. 

Tomb. — ^Mrs.  Walker,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs. 
Flandrau,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Maxey. 

Relics. — Mrs.  Ball,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Baker. 

OroundSy  TreeSy  and  Shrubs. — Mrs.  Leiter,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs. 
Campbell,  Miss  Townsend. 

ChuidC'Book. — Mrs.  Webb,  Chairman;  Miss  Longfellow. 

Farm. — Mrs.  Hearst,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs. 
Webb. 

Press. — Mrs.  Rathbone,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Win- 
der, Mrs.  Hill. 

Library. — Miss  Longfellow,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs. 
Hearst,  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Webb. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse. — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Miss  Amy  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Comegys. 

Record. — Miss  Comegys,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs. 
Ward. 

Furniiwre  of  Mansion. — ^Mrs.  Ames,  Chairman;  Mrs. 
Conover,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Amy  Townsend, 
Miss  Harrison. 

Parliamentary  Rules. — Mrs.  Sweat,  Chairman ;  Mrs.  Hill, 
Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

Index. — Mrs.  Flandrau,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Richardson. 
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By-Latc8. — 'Mrs.  Richardson,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Winder, 
Mrs.  Ames. 

Kitchen  Oarden. — ^Mrs.  Harrison^  Chairman;  Miss  Town- 
send,  Miss  Comegys. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful 
examination  of  the  Regent's  Financial  Statement  and  of 
bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  that  they  find  them 
clear,  correct,  and  concise.  Your  committee  has  also  com- 
pared the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, including  the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gar- 
dener, and  reports  them  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 

Total  receipts  during  the  year $41,407.39 

Total  expenditures  during  the  year 31,907.05 

Balance  to  credit  of  general  account $9,500.34 

Total  amount  of  Endowment  Fund  invested  May  1st $53,600.00 

Amount  on   hand   for  investment $6,825.34 

The  Portland  &  Rochester  Railroad  having  been  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  exchange  the  three  shares  of  the  former  held  in 
the  Endowment  Fund  for  an  equal  number  of  shares  in 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  This  was  effected,  and  the 
requisite  confirmatory  action  was  given  by  the  Council. 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES  FOR  COMING  TEAR. 

Pay-roll $10,980.00 

Insurance   (3  years) , 350.50 

Coal 650.00 

Telephone  rental 175.00 

Guide-books 750.00 

Deer  Park  extension 150.00 

Lime  and  fertilizers 300.00 

Broadus  pension 312.00 

Gratuity  to  servants 50.00 

Pew-rent  at  Pohick 60.00 

Paving  brick  and  gutter  at  Tomb RO.OO 

Furniture  for  Office 125.00 

Bedsteads  and  mattresses 60.00 


69 

Oardener I  200.00 

Regent's  secretary  and  traveling  expenses 300.00 

Secretary's  scUary 100.00 

Office  expenses 50.00 

Silver   candlesticks   (relics) 200.00 

4Mtt  to  Sarah  from  Council 20.00 

Total 114^2.50 

Emma  R,  Ball. 
LeUtia  H.  Walker. 
Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat. 
Jenme  M.  Ward. 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathhone. 

Vice-Regent  for  Florida  left  by  boat  at  noon. 

Vice- Regents  for  Ohio  and  New  Hampshire  left  by  last 
boat. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  Chairman  of  Mansion  Committee,  of- 
fered the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  kerosene  in  the  Mansion,  which  has 
only  been  customary  during  sessions  of  the  Council,  be  discontinued 
altogether. 

Seconded  by  Miss  Comegys,  and  carried. 
Council  adjourned  at  4:45  p.  m. 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER  OF  MOUNT 

VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

General  Account. 

1S99.  Receipts. 

May    6.    Balance,  as  per  report $11,582.83 

23.    Donation,  Mrs.  Graham,  Missouri,  hot-water  plant,  200.00 

23.  "  Mrs.  Harrison,  Pennsylvania,  Deer  Park,  50.00 

23.  "          Mrs.  Flandrau,  Minnesota,  Garden 10.00 

23.  "  Mrs.  Ames,  Rhode  Island,  Artesian  well,  300.00 

23.  ••  Mrs.  Conover,  New  Jersey,  Artesian  well,  200.00 

23.  ••  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Michigan,  Artesian  well,  50.00 

23.  "          Mrs.  Campbell,  Ohio,  Artesian  well 25.00 

23.  "         Mrs.  Harrison,  Penn.,. Artesian  well 50.00 

23.  "  Mrs.  Graham,  Missouri,  Artesian  well...  50.00 

28.  "  Mrs.  Hudson,  Conn.,  General  Account...  28.63 

23.  '•  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Md.,  Gen'l  Account,  10.00 

23.  •'  Mrs.  Harrison,  Penn.,  General  Account. .  11.00 

June  1.  *•  Mrs.  Graham,  Missouri,  hot-water  plant,  10.00 

1.  *•          Mrs.  Graham.  Missouri,  Deer  Park 44.56 

1.  "          Mrs.  Hearst,  California,  Sea-wall 1.000.00 
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July    6.    Donation,   Mrs.   Letter,   Illinois;    Mrs.   Ames  and 

Mrs.  Conover %       50.00 

6.    Cincinnati  Gas  Co.,  dividend 10.00 

Aug.  14.    Donation,  Mrs.  Hearst,  California 1,500.10 

14.    Through  Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut 150.00 

Oct.  14.    Cincinnati  Gas  Co.,  dividend 10.00 

30.    McGill,  interest  on  mortgage 250.00 

1900. 

Jan.    2.    Cincinnati  Gas  Co.,  dividend 10.00 

10.    Donation,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Illinois lOO.OO 

April  2.    Cincinnati  Gas  Co.,  dividend 10.00 

.    23.    McGill,  interest  on  mortgage 250.00 

Proceeds  of  Estate  deposited  by  Superintendent. . .  4,309.16 

Railway  travel  by  Superintendent 13,965.75 

Boat  travel  by  Superintendent . .  i 7,070.50 

Boat  wharfage 99.96 

Total  receipts $41,407.39 

Balance * $9,500.34 


Disbursements. 
1899. 

May  15.    Regent's  check,  518,  H.  H.  Dodge,  trav.  expenses... $   588.00 

18.  •*  •*        519,  Anna  M.  Laise 40.00 

27.  "  "        521,  S.  E.  J.  Hudson 5.00 

29.  "  "  519,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

June  7.  **  "  522,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  2,485.86 

22.  "  "        524,  Nat.  S.  D.,  S.  &  T.  Co 15.00 

29.  "  "  525,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

July    8.  **  "  526,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     775.38 

15.  "  "        527,  Jennie  M.  Ward 12.00 

19.  "  "  528,  H.  H.  Dodgii.  Superintendent,  1,100.00 

21.  "  '*       529,  Jennie  M.  Ward 28.63 

24.  ••  "  530,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

Aug.    7.  **  "  531,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     288.79 

10.  "  "  532,  H.  H.' Dodge,  Superintendent,  3,40000 

22.  *'  "  533,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 
Sept.  9.  "  "  534.  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     692.78 

9.  •*  "       535,  Jennie  M.  Ward 138.20 

26.  "  '*       536,  Jas.  Young.  Ass't  Sup't 915.00 

Oct.  12.  *•  '*  537,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  1,152.89 

28.  *'  **  540,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Sunerintendent,     915.00 
Nov.    8.  ",  "       541,  Katherine  V.  R.  Berry 150.00 

6.  ••  •*  a42,  H.  H.  I>odge,  Superintendent..      497.76 

27.  ••  **  543,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent.     915.00 
Dec.     7.  "  '*  544,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  6,718.59 

14.  "  *'       545,  N.  B.  Nevitt,  Treasurer 6O00 

14.  "  **  546,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,       50.00 

19.  "  "  547,  H.  H.   Dodge.  Superintendent,     915.00 

19.  "  "  548,  H.   H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     845.04 


71 

1900. 

Jan   24.  Regent*8  check,  549»  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  |  916.00 

7.  ■    •*             ••       560,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     168.81 

Feb.  20.  ••             •*       661,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

Mar.    8.  '*             "       562,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supertntendent,     318.01 

21.  "             "       553.  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

27.  "  "       554,  Jennie  M.  Ward lOO.OO 

27.  "  "       555,  Harriet  T.  Barber lOO.OO 

April  7.  ••             "       556,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     401.86 

7.  ••             "       557,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     915.00 

30.  "             "       559,  H.  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,     794.45 

Balance 9.500.34: 

|41,407.3» 

•  E.  Francis  Rigga, 

Treasurer^ 
May  5, 1900. 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

Receipts. 
1899. 

Biay    6.    Balance,  per  Report $8,705.34? 

June  6.     Donation,  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York 60.00 

U.  S.  4  per  cent,  interest 372.00 

County  of  Licking,  Ohio,  interest 300.00 

Omaha  School  District,  interest 250.00 

St.  Paul  School  District,  interest 225.00 

Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.,  div 18.00 

Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  div 5.25. 

Interest  on  mortgage,  Pearson 300.00 

Craig 300.00 

Mormann 225.00 

Shea 180.00 

Stockett 50.00 


*« 
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Seward 250.00 

Lynch,  6  months 67.50 

(( 

«( 

It 


Oyster,  6  months 45.00 

Fersinger,  6  months 78.75 

McCarthy,  6  months 11.25 

Aug.  25.    Mortgage  paid,  Pearson,  due  May  16,  1900 4,000.00 

1900. 

April  9.    Mortgage  paid,  Mormann,  on  account 500.00 


$15,933.09^ 


Investments. 
1899. 
June    6.    Mortgage  notes,  John  Lynch,  4^^  per  cent,  $3,000.00 
Mortgage  notes,  D.  William  Oyster,  4% 

per  cent 2,000.00> 


T2 
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Sept    9.    Mortgage  notes,  Fersinger,  4^  per  cent, 

$3,500.00 

Interest  on  same 12.25 

CkJt.    19.    Interest  (Pearscm)  returned 95.00 

23.    Mortgage  notes,   McCarthy   (and   inter- 
est), 4%  per  cent 500.50    9,107.75 


a*. 


1900. 
May     5.    Balance,  Endowment  Fund $6,825.34 

E.  Francis  Riggs, 
Tteasurer. 
May  5,  1900. 


SEVENTH  DAY— THURSDAY,  MAY  17,  1900. 

Council  met  at  9:30  o'clock. 
Opening  exercises. 
Roll  called. 
Present : 

MRS..  J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent. 
MRS.  WALKER,  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
MRS.  SWEAT.  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 
MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 
MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 
MRS.  FLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 
MRS.  MAXEY,  Vice-Regent  for  Texas. 
MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 
MRS.  HARRISON.  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 
^v  MISS  COMEGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MISS  LONGFELLOW,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
MISS  TOWNSEND,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 
MRS.  RATHBONE,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Hudson  left  by  early  train. 

Minutes  of  Wednesday  read,  corrected,  and  accepted. 

Report  of  Ck)mmittee  on  Grounds,  Trees,  and  Shrubs 
read,  amended,  and  accepted. 

Various  letters  not  requiring  official  action  were  read. 

A  letter  was  read  from  ^Irs.  Goldsborough,  withdtw,w- 
ing  her  resignation. 

Letter  from  John  H.  Wills,  506  Eleventh  Street,  N.  W., 
Washington,  D.  C,  offering  for  sale  "50  copies  of  'Becol- 
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lectionB  acnd  Private  Memoirs  off  Washington,^  \)j  Q.  W. 
Parke  Custis,  of  Arlington,  published  at  Washington,  1859, 
at  25  cents  each  for  the  lot.  The  books  have  never  been 
tiaed,  and  are  in  excellent  condition,  considering  their  age." 
The  books  were  procured  by  Miss  Longfellow,  and  many  of 
the  ladies  secured  copies;  the  others  being  left  for  sale  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  from  Garden  and  Greenhouse 
Committee,  requested  action  by  the  Council  on  the  question 
of  filling  the  spaces  where  stood  the  evergreens  which  were 
killed. last  winter.  She  asks  if  boxwood  trees  will  be  con- 
sidered appropriate.  The  Council,  after  discussion,  decided 
it  would  be  desirable  to  place  such  trees  there. 

The  matter  of  cutting  cedars  from  the  row  on  the  north 
(no  action  being  taken  l)y  the  Council)  was  left  to  the 
Regent  and  Superintendent.  The  Regent  urged  the  ladies 
to  be  present  at  the  beginning  of  each  Council  and  remain 
to  its  close. 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Ball,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia: 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-Regents  in  Council  aBsembled  express  to 
the  Regent  their  thanfes  for  her  uniformly  kind  courtesy  and  patient, 
untiring  energy  throaghout  our  sessioos  of  Council.  They  would  also 
express  their  high  appreciation  of  the  judgment  and  discrimination 
which  especially  distinguish  her  as  our  presiding  officer. 

Passed  unanimously. 

Offered  by  Mrs.  Walker,  the  Vice-Regent  for  North 
Carolina. 

The  Council  would  express  to  Mrs.  Ward,  Secretary  of  Councils, 
its  approval  of  the  first  year's  labor  in  the  office,  to  which  she  was 
selected  and  appointed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  same. 

No  further  business  requiring  consideration,  the  Regent 
declared  the  Council  of  1900  adjourned. 

The  next  Council  will  meet  Thursday,  May  9,  1901,  at 
Mount  Vernon.  Jennie  M.  Ward, 

"Secretari'  and  Vice-Regenit  for  Kansas. 

Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May  17,  1900. 
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The  Begent  presented  her  Annual  Report  as  follows  ^ 

REGENT'S  STATEMENT. 

Expenditures  from  May  i,  1899,  to  May  1,  J900. 

1899.      Chk. 
May  17.    518,  Traveling  expenses  of  Vice-Re'gents I  688.00 

29.    519,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  pay-roll 

for  May 915.00 

18.    520,  Stenographer  and  typewriter  at  Council 40.00  I 

27.    521,  Mrs.  S.  E.  J.  Hudson,  advanced  for  additional  I 

sum  to  stenographer  and  typewriter 5.00  « 

June    7.    522,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt,  Richard 

Broadus'  pension  for  May,  '99,  $26 ; 
extra  laborers'  wages,  $90.95;  mill 
feed,  $12.75;  shoeing  horses,  $3.95; 
paint,  oils,  etc.,  $20.07;  Wharf 
fence,  etc.,  $50.00;  painting  fences 
and  buildings,  $51.00;  oil-cloth, 
60c;  curtain  poles,  $1.45;  repairs 
on  stoves,  $3.50;  repairing  mower, 
25c;  repairs  on  range,  $1.10;  col- 
ored views  of  Mount  Vernon, 
$335.12;  express,  freight,  tele- 
grams, etc.,  $14.85 $   611.59 

Specials.— SeeL-waM,  $656.31;  tel- 
ephone, $175;  Guide-books,  $500; 
improvements  to  grounds,  plant- 
ing  and    purchasing   evergreens, 

$32.80 1,364.11 

Coiimil  Expenses.  —  Groceries, 
$105.35;  vegetables  and  fruit, 
$80.63;  meats,  $42.06;  ice  cream, 
$34.60;  butter  and  eggs,  etc., 
$19.28;  shad,  $3.00;  kitchen  uten- 
sils, $23.72;  stationery.  $35.22; 
newspapers,  $4.60;  ice.  $2.75.;  tel- 
egrams, telephone,  miscellaneous 
supplies,   $14.70;    extra   servants, 

$94.25 460.16 

Gratuity  to  servants,  by  order 

of  Coimcil 50.00    2,485.86 

7.    523,  Investment  for  Endowment  Fund . . .     5,000.00 

22.  524,  Vault  at  Savings  Bank,  Safe  and 
Trust  Co..  Washington,  D.  C,  an- 
nual payment 15.00- 

29.    525,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Superintendent, 

pay-roll  for  month  of  June 915.00 

July     8.     526,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Sunt..   Richard 

Broadus*  pension.  $26.00:  day  la- 
borers, $78.03;  mill  feed,  $10.20; 
hardware.  $22.27;  repairs  to  mow- 
er, 95c:  shoeing  horses.  $4.30:  ice. 
$1.25:  farm  seeds  and  implements, 
$28.15;  freight,  telephone,  $6.56..        177.71 
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Specials.— Deer     Park,     $27.30; 

Sea-wall     laborers     and     sand, 

$203.47;  uniforms  for  Guards,  $15; 

lawn  mower,  $36;  wall  paper  In 

back  Hall,  $45.00;    hanging  and 

varnishing,    $20.90;    second    and 

last  payment  Guide-books,  $250.00  $   597.67  $   775.38 
15.     527,  Jennie  M.  Ward,  expense  of  printing; 

a  little  bit  from  the  Record 12.00 

19.     528,  Harrison    H.   Dodge,   Supt,    on   ac- 
count of  heating  apparatus,  $700; 

Sea-wall,  $350;  Deer  Park,  $500. .  1,100.00 
21.     529,  Jennie  M.  Ward,  late  Secretary's  offi- 
cial balance  of  money 28.63 

21.     530,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt,  pay-roll 

for  month  of  July 915.00 

AusT-      1-     531,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt,  Richard 

Broadus*  pension,  $26.00;  day  la- 
borers, $55.55;  mill  feed,  $33.75; 

shoeing  horses,  $6.10;   ice,  $7.75; 

netting,   $1.60;    white  oak   piles, 

$10.00;    repairs  for  stove,   $1.50; 

mechanical    instrumeiits,     $7.85; 

repairs   to    mower,    $1.55;    drain 

pipes,   $2.51;   telephone,  postage, 

and  express,  $6  25 160.41 

Specials,  —  Sea-wall,    building 

stone,    $245.25;    labor    on    same, 

$183.01;  constructing  boi  er-hous3, 

$708;  roofing,  $10.57;  freight  91c; 

Deer  Park.  Page  woven  wire  and 

freight  $80.64  ($1,100  previously 

advanced) 1,228.38       288.79 

10.     532,   For   hot- water    plant,    in    advance, 

$3,000;  Sea-wall,  $400.00 3,400  00 

10.     533,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,  pay-roll 

for  August 915.00 

10.     534,  Harrison  H.   Dodge,  Supt.,  Richard 

Broadus'    pension,    $26.00;    extra 

laborers,  $17.95;  mill  feed,  $30.75; 

laths    for    repairs.    $1.80;     soap, 

$1.08;  stationery,  $2.95;  ice,  $7.75; 

iron  for  repairs,   $2.75;    shoeing 

horses,  $2.00;   clover  seed,  $5.30: 

repairing  harness,  Sl.OO;  chemical 

analysis  of  water,  $10.00;  repairs 

to  pump,  $7.75;  paints,  oils,  etc., 

$23.12;  telephone,  postage,  freight, 

telegrams,  and  brooms,  $7.97 148.17 

Specials.  —  Sea-wall,     $944.61; 

hot-water  system,   first  payment 

on  account,  $3,000.00  ($3,400  hav- 
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ing  been  paid  in  advance) $544.61  I   692.78 

Sept    9.    535,  Jennie  M.  Ward,  printer's  bill,  Kan- 

safi  City,  Mo 138.20 

26.    536,  James  M.  Young.  Ass't  Supt.,  pay-roll 

for  September 915.00 

26.  ^7,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,  Richard 

Broadus'  pension  for  September, 
126.00;  day  laborers'  wages, 
$15.80;  mill  feed.  $29.00;  shoeing 
horses,  $4.00;  colored  views  of 
Mount  Vernon,  $68.75;  ice,  $8.00; 
cutting  corn,  $11.23;  pipe  fittings, 
$1.76;  repairing  pump,  $1.56;  tel- 
ephone, postage,  express,  repair- 
ing mower,  $6.42 172.62 

SpeciaUf. — Labor  on  Sea-wall, 
t247.14;  coal  suppTly,  $584.64; 
Greenhouse  repairs,  $37.50;  stx)ck 
plants,  $71.69;  miscellaneous  re- 
pairs, plastering,  etc.,  $39.40 980.37    1,152.89 

Oct.    19.    538,  John  E.  McLeran,  to  refund  Endow- 
ment Fund 95.00 

23.    539.  J.  J.  McCarthy,  investment  for  En- 
dowment Fund 500.50 

27.  540,  Harrison  H.  Dodge.  Supt.,  pay-roll 

for  October 915.00 

Nov.    7.    541,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.  Richard 

Broadus'    pension    for    "October, 

$26.00;      day     laborers'     wages, 

$37.20;  mill  feed,  $32.10;  brooms, 

soap,  etc.,  $2.96;  ice,  $6.00;  black- 
smithing,  $3.10;  repairing  pump, 

68c;  oil,  paints,  etc.,  ^14.37;  pipe 

for  drains,  $19.50;  telephone,  post- 
age,   express,    freight,     revenue 

stamps,  $9.65 151.56 

Specials. — Labor    on    Sea-wall, 

$146.49;   repairs  to  Greenhouses, 

$105.75;     uniforms    for    Guards, 

$67.50;      miscellaneous      repairs, 

$26.46 346.20       497.76 

9.    542,    Regent,    traveling  expenses,   paper. 

Secretary's  expenses 150.00 

9.    543,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,  pay-roll 

for  November 915.00 

Dec.     6.    544,  Dr.  N.  B.  Nevitt,  Treasurer  Pohick 

Churcli 60.00 

6.    545.  Regent,  for  traveling  expenses 50.00 

6.    546,  Harrison  H.   Dodge,  Supt..  Richard 

Broadus'  pension   for  November, 

$26.00;      day      laborers'    wnges, 

$94.50;   mill  feed,   $23.00;   Mount  # 
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VernoiL  views,  $6.25;  shucking 
corn,  113.72;  lumber  for  repairs, 
$34.72;  gratings  for  Lodge  win- 
dows, $13.60;  window  shades, 
$6.65;  "pantasote"  tor  sofa,  $6.90; 
turnstile,  $40.00;  telephone,  post- 
age,    telegrams,     eiqi^rees,     and 

freight,  $4.84 $   270.18 

Hpeciais.  —  Heating  apparatus, 
$4,020;    Artesian  well,    $2,413.41; 
uniforms  for  Guards,  $15.00....     6,448.41  $6,718.59 
31.      547,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt..  pay-roll 

for  December 916.00 

1900. 
Jan.      6.     548,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt..  Richard 

Broadus'  pension  for  December, 

$26.00;   day  laborers'   wages  for 

December,     $56.78;      mill     feed, 

$15.55;     shoeing     horses,     $3.00; 

eave-gutters  for  Porticos,  $19.95; 

lamp     chimneys,     lantern,     etc., 

$2.84;   ice,  $7.25;  soap  and  pcarl- 

ine,  $1.56;  farm  seeds  and  imple- 
ments,  $15.10;    oil,    paints,    etc., 

$15.28;  stationery.  $1.25:  calking 

irons,  $1.25;  repairing  sofa, $^0.50; 

hardware     (6    months),     $25.95; 

Mount  Vernon  rlews,  $28.75;  tel- 
ephone,  postage,   chimneys,   and 

freight,  $5.85 246.86 

Specials.  —  Heating  apparatus, 

$438.43;    cistern   repairs,    $56.00; 

Centennial  Celebration,  December 

14.  1890,  $103.75 598.18       845.04 

24.     549,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,  pay-roll 

for  January,  1900 915.00 

Feb.      7.     650,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,   Richard 

Broadus'    pension    for    January, 

$26.00;     extra    laborers,     $48.85; 

mill    feed,    $22.98:    cuUing    and 

hauling  ice,  $35.00:  hauling  ma- 
terial,  $7.50;    hydrometer,   $2.50; 

paints,  oils,  etc,  122.60:  telephone. 

postage,  and  freight,  $3.38 168.81 

20.     561,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt.,  pay-roll  for 

February 915.00 

Bfcb-      8.     552,  Harrison  H   Dodge,  Supt..  Richard 

Broadus'    pension,    $26.00;    extra 

laborers,  $45.70:  mill  fe^ni.  $13.15: 

brooms,  etc.,  $2.85:  shoeing  horses 

(2    months),    $6.75;     stationery, 

$9.92;    oil,    paints,    etc.,    $11.63: 
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Mount    Vernon    yiews,    $176.52; 

telephone  and  postage,  $2.74 $295.26 

Sptcials,— Stock    plants,   bulbs, 
etc 22.75     $318.01 

21.    553,  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt,  pay-roll 

for  March 915.00 

27.  554,  Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward,  Secretary  of 
Council,  as  ordered  by  Council  of 
1899 „ 100.00 

27.  555,  Regent's  traveling  expenses  and  Sec- 
retary's salary 100.00 

April   7.    556,  Harrison  H.  Dodge.  Supt.,  Richard 

Broadus*  pension,  $26.00;  extra 
laborers,  $75.70;  mill  feed,  $17.00; 
mailing  tubes  for  views,  $1.50; 
brushes,  soap,  etc.,  $2.45;  oil  heat- 
er for  Guard  at  Tomb,  $2.35;  re- 
pairs to  typewriter,  $11.25;  cement 
and  lime  for  repairs,  $12.20; 
Mount  Vernon  views,  $247.47;  re- 
pairs to  steam  pump,  $2.50;  re- 
pairing harness,  60c;  postage,  tel- 
ephone, and  freight.  $2.84 401.86 

29.  557.    Harrison  H.  Dodge,  Supt,  pay-roll 

for  April 915.00 

30.  558,  Harri9on«H.  Dodge,   Supt.,  Richard 

Broadus'  pension,  $26.00;  extra 
laborers,  $125.92;  mill  feed. 
$24.78;  shoeing  horses,  etc..  $5.55; 
oil,  paints,  etc.,  $10.24;  lumber 
for  repairs,  $19.23;  hardware  (5 
months),  $12.74;  repairing  tin 
roof  and  eave-gutters,  $65.90;  re- 
paring  wood -work  and  plastering 
in  Mansion,  $34.35;  farm  imple- 
ments and  clover  seed,  $10.37; 
farm  seeds,  fertilizers,  etc.,  $33.81; 
Mount  Vernon  views,  $43.80;  tel- 
ephone, $2.10;  postage,  $2.27; 
soap,  54c;  collar  pads,  70c;    hire 

of  cart,  $2.00 420.30 

Specials.  —  Fruit-trees,  $7.90; 
coal,  $26.25;  6  uniforms  for 
Guards,  $90.00;  pair  of  bay  horses, 
$250.00 374.15      794.45 

Total  disbursements $81,907.06 
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1899. 


June. 


REGENT'S  SPECIAL  CHECKS. 

Sea-Wall, 

James  H.  McGill,  cement $258.00 

John  Miller,  freight  on  cement 12.90 

Smith  &  Son,  broken  stone,  $105.40; 

building  stone,  $108.36 213.76 

Smort  &  Co.,  felt  roofing,  etc 11.47 

Laborers  employed  on  work 160.18 

Telephone. 

Southern  Bell  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Co.,  line  service 

Guide-Books. 

L.  H.  House,  on  account  for  Guide- 
books  

Improvement  to  Gh'ounds. 

D.  O.  Munson,  evergreens 23.80 

D.  A.  McGregor,  planting  evergreens,         9.00 

Council  Expenses. 

C.  C.  Bryan,  groceries 105.35 

Cannon     &     Chandler,     vegetables, 

fruits,  etc 80.63 

0.  F.  Baggett.  mats 42.06 

Chas.  Rauscher,  ice  cream,  etc 34.60 

Lewis  GiUingham,  butter,  eggs,  etc. .  19.28 

Charlotte  Barus,  shad 3.00 

Dulin  &  Martin,  kitchen  utensils 23.72 

Eaton  &  Rupp,  stationery 35.22 

Washington  Post  Co.,  daily  papers..  4.60 

National  Capital  Ice  Co.,  ice 2.75 

Incidentals,  telegrams,  $3.81;  tele- 
phone, $8.25;  miscellaneous  sup- 
plies, $2.64 14.70 

Extra  servants 94.25 

Gratuity  to  l^enmnts. 
Distributed  by  order  of  Council 

Deer  Park. 

Day  laborers,  grading  and  setting 
posts 

Sea-Wall. 

Laborers  employed  in  work 190.12 

R.  E.  Grover,  sand 13.35 

Unlfo^jns. 
Saks  &  Co.,  suit  for  Guard 

Lairn  Afoirer. 
Richard  H.  Wattles,  mower 


$656.31 


175  00 


500.00 


32  80 


460.16 
50.00 

27.30 

203.47 
15.00 
36.00 
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Wall  Paper, 

Nevins  &  Haviland,  paper,  back  Hall 
of  Mansion I  45.00 

K  W.  Stamell,  papering  and  var- 
nishing        20.90        I     «5.90 

Chuide-Books, 

Miss  L.  W.  House,  balance  due  on 
Guide-books 250.00 

Sea-Wall. 
July.  Chas.  G.  Smith  &  Son.  building  stone,     245.25 

Laborers  employed  on  work 183^01  428.26 

Hot-Water  System. 

Gilroy&  Howard,  constructing  boiler- 
house 708.00 

The  Pennsylvania  Metal  Celling  and 
Roofing  Co.,  roofing  for  boiler- 
house 10.57 

Freight 91  719.48 

Extension  Deer  Park. 

J.  T.  Dutrow,  agent  Page  woven  wire,       77.50 

Freight 3.14  80.64 

8ea-Wall. 

August.         Chas.  G.  Smith  &  Son,  stone  for  wall,  469.40 

J.  H.  McGill.  cement 169.05 

John  Miller  &  Co..  freight  on  cement,        7.50 

R.  E.  Grover,  sand  for  wall 7.50 

Laborers  employed  on  work 291.16  944.61 

Hot-Wafer  Sytitem. 

Linch  &  Woodward,  first  payment  on 
account .   3,000.00 

Rea-Wall. 

September.   Laborers  employed   in    constructing 

wall 247.14 

Coal. 
Jno.  P.  Agnew  &  Co.,  coal  supply 584.64 

Greenhouse  Repairs. 
Jesse  Murray,  carpentering 37.50 

*S7orfc  Plants,  etc.,  for  Greenhouse. 

J.  R.  Freeman,  carnations 50.00 

Paul  Mader,  primroses,  etc 11.75 

Wm.  H.  Ernest,  flower-pots 9.94  71.69 

Misevllaneons  Repairs. 

Michael  Dowling,  plasterer 35.00 

Robinson's  Sons,  lime,  etc 4.40  39.40 


October. 
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Sea-Wall. 

Pay-roll    of   employees   engaged   on 
work 

Repairs  to  Chreenhovse. 

Leadbeater  &  Sons,  paints,  oil,  etc..$     53.25 
Daniel  Travers,  painting  and  glaz- 
ing        52.50 

Uniforms  for  Guards. 

Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  rubber  boots 
and  coats 

Miscellaneous  Repairs. 

Gilroy  &  Howard,  repairs   to  brick 
work 

Hot-Water  System. 

November.    Linch  ft  Woodward,  balance  on  work, 

Bernard  R.Greene,  C.  E.,  preparation 
of  contract,  etc 

Artesian  Well. 

J.  H.  K.Shannahan,  driving  well,  etc.,  2,179.34 

Jno.  P.  Agnew  &  Co.,  soft  coal 88.00 

John  Mitchell,  Jr..  fittings  for  pump,       47.78 
Forsberg  ft  Murray,  rerairs  to  boiler 
and  pump 98.29 

Uniforms  for  Guards. 
Saks  ft  Co.,  one  suit 

Hot-Water  System. 

I>eceinber.     S.  Homer  Woodbridge  Co.,  services 

rendered,  drawing  plans  and  speci- 
fications, etc 

Cistern  Rf  pairs. 

Gilroy    ft    Howard,     reconstructing 
cistern 

Centennial  CelebratUfn^  December  I4,  1899. 

Extra  Guards,   employed    December 

14.  1899 61.25 

Mrs.  Linkins,  luncheon,  etc 36.00 

Baumgarten  ft  Son,  badges 7.50 

8t(tck  Plants  for  Greenhouse. 
February.     Henry  A.  Dreer,  bulbs,  etc 

Improvements  to  Grotmds. 
April.  D.  O.  Munson.  fruit-trees 

— rSM 


%   146.49 


105.75 


67.50 


26.46 

3,970.00 
50.00 


2,413.41 


15.00 


488.43 


56.00 


103.75 

22.75 

7.90 
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OoaL 
Jno.  P.  Agnew  &  Co.,  5  tons  coal 

Uniforms  for  Guards. 
Saks  &  Co..  6  uniforms 

$26.25 
90.C0 

Farm. 
Tlios.  W.  Riley,  pair  bay  hoises 

250.00 

116  414.99 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
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Mount  yejnon  Ladies'  Association 


OF  TUK 


UNION. 


1901. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladie?'  Association 


OFTH« 


UNION. 


KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 
HUDSON-KIMBBRLY  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1901. 


OFFICEIK© 

OP  THE 


lomit  Yeroon  Ladles'  fssoelailoD  ol  tie  Diloii. 


Regent^ 
MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

New  York  City. 
Summer  Address,  Southampton,  Long  Island. 


Vice-Regents, 

MRS.  ALEXANDER  MITCHELL,  Wisconsin. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 

MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Kansas. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois^ 

MRS.  ALICE  H.  HILL,  Colorado. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLA\TON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 

MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER,  New  Hampshire. 

MRS.  FANNIE  GILCHRIST  BAKER,  Florida. 

MRS.  JOSEPH  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  GEORGE  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Maryland. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN  GRAHAM.  Missouri. 

MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  Tennessee. 

MRS.  WM.  AMES,  Rhode  Island. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 


MRS.  CHARLES  C.  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texag. 

MRS.  JAMES  E.  CAMPBELL,  Ohio. 

MRS.  R.  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  C.  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 

MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 


Secretary. 
MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD Ottawa,  Kan. 


Treasurer, 
MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS Washington,  D.  C. 


Resident  Super inte*i dent. 
MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGI Mt.  Vernon-on-Potomac,  Va, 


Resident  Assistant  Superintendent. 
MR.  JAMES  YOUNG Mt.  Vernon  on-Potomac.  Va. 


Advisory  Committee. 

CHIEF-JUSTICE  FULLER, .  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MR.  JAMES  CARTER 277  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

HON.  THOS.  M.  McCARTER Newark,  N.  J. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


mom  verooii  Lades'  issoeiatioii  ol  me  Union. 


HELD  AT 


Mount  Vemon,  Fairfax  Gountu,  Viroinia. 


May,  1901. 


Present: 

MRS.  J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent. 

MRS.  WALKER,  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  HUDSON,  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 

MRS.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

MRS.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

MRS.  RICHARDSON,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MRS.  RATHBONE,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

MRS.  LEITER,  Vice-Regent  forlUinois. 

MISS  COMBGYS,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

MRS.  PLANDRAU,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MRS.  WINDER.  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

MRS.  GRAHAM,  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri. 

MRS.  AMES,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  HARRISON,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  JOHNSTON,  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama. 

MRS.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia. 

The  Annual  Statement  of  the  work  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  is  again  oflFered  to  the  public  through  the  reports 
of  its  officers  and  committees,  as  given  to  the  Council  of  May 
1901. 
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REGENT'S  REPORT  FOR  1900—1901. 

Dear  lyADiES:  —In  entering  upon  a  new  century,  it  seems 
a  fitting  time  to  cast  a  look  back  upon  the  past  and  to  trace 
hurriedly  the  growth  of  the  little  seed  planted  in  1854. 

One  single  lady,  Misis  Pamela  Cunningham,  of  South 
Carolina,  projected  a  gigantic  work  in  the  purchase  and  resto- 
ration of  chis  historic  spot,  Mount  Vernon,  where  had  lived 
and  died  the  greatest  man  of  our  country,  with  no  superior  as 
a  fully  rounded  character  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Miss  Cunningham,  with  an  enthusiasm  and  an  abiding^ 
faith,  began  this  work  in  1853.  The  struggles  and  vicissitudes 
were  great;  yet  fearlessly,  with  her  wisely  chosen  band  of 
ladies,  she  labored  onward  until  the  goal  was  won.  Mount 
Vernon  was  the  property  of  the  women  of  America. 

Then  came  the  need  of  more  work  for  its  maintenance 
year  by  year.  Success  followed,  and  ten  years  ago,  with  a  large 
number  of  visitors,  35,514,  we  considered  ourselves  at  the 
zenith  of  our  glory  !  But  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  year 
of  the  twentieth  century  our  number  has  risen  to  more  than 
double  that  figure — viz.,  85,829.  God  has  surely  been  with 
us,  and  made  His  face  to  shine  upon  us,  and  to  Him  we  owe 
our  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

To-day  we  meet  here  at  this  Council,  ready  to  render  an 
account  of  our  duties  fulfilled  and  to  undertake  new  ones  for 
the  future. 

We  meet  as  an  unbroken  circle,  though  the  Angel  of 
Death  has  visited  the  homes  of  some  of  us.  Out  dear  sisters 
of  Georgia  and  of  New  Jersey  have  been  sorely  tried  in  the 
loss  of  the  heads  of  their  families.  Others  too  have  suffered, 
and  to  all  we  tender  loving  sympathy  in  their  sorrow. 

The  various  points  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Regent  have, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Superintendent,  been  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  general  views  of  the  Council.  The 
Grounds  and  Shrubs  Committee  desired  that  an  expert  land, 
scape  gardener  be  engaged  to  visit  Mount  Vernon,  in  order  to 


examine  our  trees,  give  instructions  as  to  their  treatment;  and 
decide  upon  the  new  trees  to  be  planted  to  replace  those  which 
were  destroyed  by  frost,  and  others  by  the  blizzard  of  1899. 
Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  of  the  National  Botanical  Gar- 
den in  Washington,  was  therefore  invited  to  Mount  Vernon  in 
October,  and  he  discussed  this  question  with  our  Superinten- 
dent, who  will  in  his  report  give  an  account  of  the  visit. 
During  the  winter  I  was  not  able  to  pay  my  usual  visit  to 
Mount  Vernon,  but  in  March  I  found  everything  in  good  con- 
dition. The  roads  and  gutters  had  been  repaired  according 
to  the  suggestions  of  Council,  the  surroundings  of  the  Tomb 
were  improved,  and  everywhere  the  fine  appearance  of  the 
grass  seemed  to  promise  the  reward  of  our  generous  outlay  of 
fertilizers,  several  boatloads  of  manure  which  had  been  used 
upon  the  lawns  and  wherever  it  was  deemed  necessary.  In 
the  spring  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Sargent,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  arboriculture  in  our  country,  and  begged  him  to 
visit  Mount  Vernon.  He  regretted  that  he  could  not  come 
then,  as  he  was  about  starting  for  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
country.  He  was  again  asked  to  come  at  the  time  of  the 
Council,  upon  his  return  from  the  South,  and  again  he  was 
unable  to  arrange  a  visit;  but  in  the  autumn,  at  the  proper 
time,  he  has  promised  to  come  here  and  make  a  careful  study 
of  our  trees  with  the  Superintendent. 

On  June  11th  the  Princess  Aribert,  a  granddaughter  of 
Queen  Victoria,  visited  Mount  Vernon ;  coming  with  Secretary 
Hay  as  the  guest  of  our  Government,  and  accompanied  by 
Lord  and  Lady  Pauncefote  and  a  large  party  of  diplomats. 
Our  democratic  and  law-abiding  Secretary  insisted  upon  pay- 
ing the  entrance  fees  of  the  party,  although  our  Superintend- 
ent assured  him  that  the  ladies  of  Mount  Vernon  would  wish 
to  enjoy  the  honor  of  having  the  Princess  as  their  guest.  The 
Secretary,  however,  paid  no  heed  to  such  logic  and  persevered 
in  his  determination  to  adhere  to  his  own  ideas  of  right.  The 
Princess  expressed  much  interest  and  pleasure  in  her  visit 


8 

and  commented  most  favorably  on  the  beauty  of  the  place, 
saying  that  America  owed  a  great  debt  to  the  devoted  ladies 
who  had  preserved  this  historic  spot  to  their  country. 

On  May  30th,  Decoration  Day,  President  McKinley,  fol- 
lowing his  usual  custom,  sent  a  handsome  wreath  for  the 
Tomb,  which  was  beautifully  decorated  on  that  occasion. 

On  the  anniversary  of  Washington's  death,  December  14th 
the  Tomb  was  appropriately  hung  with  evergreens,  garlands 
and  wreaths,  and  three  delegates  from  the  Masonic  Lodges  of 
Fredericksburg  and  Alexandria  were  allowed  to  place  upon 
the  sarcophagus  the  wreaths  they  had  brought  for  that  pur- 
pose, accompanying  the  act  with  prayer.  During  the  period 
of  inauguration  week,  8,000  visitors  came  to  Mount  Vernon, 
increasing  our  revenue  by  two  thousand  dollars. 

As  we  have  been  at  much  trouble  and  expense  during 
the  past  few  years  in  taking  many  precautions  for  the  preven- 
tion and  extinguishing  of  fire,  and  as  we  feel  that  the  Mansion 
is  far  more  safe  from  that  danger  than  ever  before,  the  Regent 
considered  it  only  right  that  there  should  be  some  reduction 
in  our  insurance  premium.  The  agents  for  Wise  &  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria,  were  invited  to  inspect  our  arrangements. 
They  came  down  here  while  Council  was  in  session  and  the 
improvements  were  carefully  pointed  out  to  them.  The  only 
reduction  we  have  been  able  to  secure,  however,  is  that  of 
about  fifty  dollars,  the  amount  paid  in  July,  1900,  for  the 
three  years  in  advance,  being  $350.50  as  against  $397.64  paid 
in  1897. 

Again  we  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Hearst,  our  Vice- Regent 
for  California,  for  the  generous  gift  of  $2,500  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Sea-wall.  That  important  work  is  now  almost 
entirely  completed  and  the  Potomac  is  effectually  prevented 
from  carrying  off  any  more  of  our  preciou-  estate.  We  have 
received  during  the  past  year  the  annual  gift  of  two  flags  from 
our  faithful  friend  of  so  many  years,  Mrs.  McFadden,  of  New 
York,   and   several  additions    to   our  library :   a  Memoir  of 


9 

Mrs.  Dillon,  late  Vice-Regent  for  Iowa,  sent  by  Mr.  Dillon, 
ber  husband ;  a  Frencb  Dictionary  in  two  volumes,  sent  by 
Mr.  L.  J.  Davis  tbrough  the  Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  two  volumes  of  Vertot's  History  of  Rome,  date 
1724 ;  a  small  monograph,  entitled  "Some  Account  of  the 
Gibbs-Channing  Portrait  of  Washington,"  written  by  Mr. 
Samuel  P.  Avery  and  presented  by  him. 

The  steamboat  stopped  running  on  January  22d,  and  we 
took  advantage  of  that  time  to  make  some  necessary  repairs; 
it  began  its  usual  trips  again  in  the  latter  part  of  February. 

Of  our  Superintendent,  always  the  same  report:  faithful- 
ness in  each  and  every  department,  conscientious  discharge 
of  duty,  foresight  and  prudence  in  managing  the  crowds  of 
visitors  so  that  no  one  part  of  the  Mansion  should  be  over- 
charged with  undue  weight.  By  some  oversight,  at  the  last 
Council,  we  forgot  the  strong  reasons  we  had  for  making  some 
honorable  mention  of  the  tremendous  work  Mr.  Dodge  had  so 
admirably  accomplished:  the  heating  plant,  the  enlargement  of 
the  Deer  Park,  and  the  oft-repeated  and  discouraging  attempts 
(though  finally  crowned  with  success)  to  obtain  water  in  the 
Artesian  Well. 

The  Assistant  Superintendent  is,  as  usual,  attentive  to  all 
his  duties,  and  during  the  holiday  of  the  Superintendent  car- 
ried out  faithfully  all  the  work  devolving  upon  him,  taking 
his  own  vacation  by  preference  in  the  autumn.  Our  Gar- 
dener, Mr.  Whelan,  has  always  a  fine  show  of  fruit  and  flow- 
ers, and  this  year  it  is  as  beautiful  as  ever,  although  the 
extreme  heat  of  last  summer  made  it  very  difficult  to  keep  the 
plants  from  withering  away.  He  will  ask  in  his  report,  I 
suppose,  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  his  magnificent  palms. 
In  winter  they  are  too  crowded,  and  being  such  beautiful 
ornaments  to  our  grounds  in  spring,  summer  and  autumn,  it 
would  seem  that  the  glass  roof  of  their  house  might  be  raised, 
to  give  them  more  space.     This  matter,  however,  brought  to 
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my  attention  during  the  early  spring,  is  the  work  ot  the  Gar- 
den Committee. 

All  the  employees  do  good  and  conscientious  work;  all  is 
harmony  upon  the  place,  peace  and  good-will.  With  which 
pleasant  comment  I  conclude  my  report,  adding  all  good 
wishes  to  our  dear  circle  of  Mount  Vernon  sisters  and  the  hope 
that  our  dear  Father  above  may  preserve  and  strengthen  us  in 
all  good  work  and  grant  us  His  blessing  in  the  future  as  He 
has  done  in  the  past. 

Ever  affectionately  yours,     Justine  V,  R,  Townsend^ 


SUPERINTENDENTS  itEPORT. 

April  30,  1901. 

To  the  Regent  and  Vice- Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies^ 
Associaiio7i: 

Ladies, — My  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30 
will  place  before  you  the  many  details  of  incidents  and  work 
which  have  engaged  my  attention  since  your  last  annual 
meeting. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  prosperity  for  Mount  Vernon,  as 
the  increase  in  number  of  visitors  will  show;  and  while  per- 
haps the  achievements  may  seem  trival  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  yet  in  the  aggregate  I  trust  you  will  find  that 
much  of  importance  has  been  accomplished. 

Guided  by  the  instructions  received  from  the  several 
committees,  and  supplemented  by  the  direction  and  authoriza- 
tion of  the  Regent,  the  various  branches  of  endeavor  have 
been  carried  through  more  or  less  successfully. 

The  "wear  and  tear"  incidental  to  the  constantly  increas- 
ing throng  of  visitors  was  in  a  measure  reduced  by  covering 
the  stairs  in  the  Mansion  with  corrugated  rubber,  and  when 
especially  heavy  travel  was  expected — as  after  March  4th — the 
passages  of  entrance  and  exit  were  railed  off,  the  floor  cov- 
/.  '  'W^  iod  the  outside  stone  steps  boarded  over. 
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I  would  advise  additional  precautions  of  this  general 
character,  having  in  view  particularly  the  protection  of  the 
soft  sandstone  paving  of  the  East  Portico — the  original  tiles 
imported  by  General  Washington  (1786).  It  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  how  much  longer  they  can  resist  the  severe  effect  of 
so  much  travel  before  they  be  permanently  covered  or  entirely 
replaced. 

Sea-  Wall. 

The  breaking  and  undermining  of  our  river  shore  has 
been  prevented  by  an  extension  of  the  Sea-wall.  Under  the 
repeated  donation  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  California,  nearly 
600  feet  of  solid  stone  masonry  was  added  to  what  had  been 
built  through  her  generosity  in  former  years.  Now  1794  feet 
of  the  river  front  is  protected,  and  there  remains  but  a  short 
stretch  of  300  feet  near  the  Wharf,  which  it  is  planned  to  build 
this  year.  To  entirely  complete  this  valuable  improvement 
as  contemplated,  a  suitable  coping  will  be  required  for  1432 
feet  of  the  wall. 

Cobblestone  Gutters. 

The  old  cobblestone  gutter  draining  the  walk  from  Tomb 
to  River,  a  distance  of  450  feet,  was  taken  up  and  relaid.  To 
prevent  destructive  lodgment  of  grass  and  vine  roots  in  this  and 
some  of  the  other  gutters,  gas  tar  was  applied.  The  tar  soaks 
into  the  crevices  and  binds  the  sand,  as  a  cement,  to  hold  the 
stone  firmly  against  the  action  of  water.  600  feet  of  new-laid 
cobblestone  gutter  drains  the  roadway  leading  to  the  Railroad 
Gate.  The  water  from  these  surface  drains  is  carried  away 
through  terra-cotta  pipes,  which  also  drain  the  roofs  of  the 
Gatekeepers'  Lodges. 

The  stretch  of  gutter  below  the  Barn  should  be  relaid. 
This  was  recommended  last  year,  but  not  thought  essential  by 
the  Council.  Here  I  experimented  with  a  preparation  recom- 
mended to  prevent  the  growth  of  grass  and  weeds  among  the 
stones.     It  was  not  entirely  successful. 
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Railroad  Gate. 

The  tedious  process  of  grading  the  lane  leading  to  the 
Entrance  Gate  built  by  Texas  was  finally  concluded.  Relay- 
ing the  stone  flagging,  sodding  the  banks  and  rebuilding  the 
fences  followed.  It  is  quite  essential  that  something  in  the 
way  of  durable  material  be  chosen  to  surface  this  approach. 

The  Gateway  has  been  improved  by  a  paving  of  asphaltum 
blocks,  and  near  each  of  the  flanking  Lodges  lilac  shrubs  were 
set  out.  The  plan  for  a  hedge  on  each  side  of  this  approach 
is  only  deferred.  The  stock  of  rooted  privet  at  my  disposal 
last  autumn  was  only  enough  for  the  line  below  the  Bam. 

Deer  Park, 

The  extension  of  the  Deer  Park,  authorized  by  Council, 
was  accomplished  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation.  It 
takes  in  the  hill  east  of  the  Main  Park,  ground  rendered  unfit 
for  farming  by  the  land-slides  a  few  years  ago ;  but,  being 
overgrown  by  bushes,  weeds  and  vines,  it  affords  about  eight 
acres  of  excellent  browsing  for  the  deer.  To  enclose  this 
tract  I  selected  Page  woven  wire  fencing  for  the  hillsides, 
and  for  the  river  front  utilized  the  wooden  stockade  formerly 

dividing  the  two  Parks. 

« 
Guard-Rails, 

Bordering  the  carriage  road  midway  between  the  Tomb 
and  the  Wharf,  we  constructed  a  substantial  rustic  guard-rail 
of  cedar  and  locust.  This  should  relieve  any  fear  of  accident 
to  vehicles  where  the  embankment  is  so  steep  and  dangerous. 

Grounds, 

On  the  bare  hillside  above  this  portion  of  the  road  sods  of 
honeysuckle  were  laid  in  trenches  of  prepared  soil,  and,  when 
well  rooted,  should  speedily  cover  this  barren  and  unsightly 
spot. 

In  front  of  the  Tomb  the  brick  paving  was  extended, 
drains  relaid,  and  sodding  renewed.     About  the  base  of  the 
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two  marble  shafts  myrtle  was  tried  where  grass  will  not  grow. 
Inside  the  brick  enclosure  of  the  Tomb  the  soil  was  enriched 
and  ivy  planted,  the  purpose  being  to  induce  a  growth  to 
cover  the  bare  brick  walls.  Wisteria  and  climbing  roses  were 
added. 

A  privet  hedge  was  set  out  bordering  the  carriage  road 
below  the  Barn  a  distance  of  262  feet.  Native  evergreens  were 
planted  to  screen  out-buildings. 

Grass  and  clover  were  sown  where  turf  was  winter-killed, 
and  sod  laid  where  we  could  cover  the  spaces  worn  by  travel. 

The  ornamental  shrubs  were  trimmed  and  dead  branches 
cut  from  trees. 

Two  English  yews  were  obtained  from  the  Government 
for  the  Flower  Garden. 

Mr.  Sargent  has  promised  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  this 
summer  to  advise  as  to  treatment  of  trees. 

CoachmatCs  Cabin, 
A  very  much  needed  addition  of  two  rooms  to  the  Cabin 
occupied  by  the  Coachman  and  his  family  was  made  by  our 
regular  employees. 

Following  are  briefly  mentioned  other  objects  to  which 
their  labor  was  directed.     Strengthening  the  boundary  fences 
of  the  estate,  repairing  the  foundation  of  Summer-house  and 
Cement-house,   rebuilding  stages  of  Green-house,   repairing 
doors,  locks,  ventilators,  support  of  radiators,  paving  the  aisles 
of  the  Palm- house,  glazing  and  painting  hot-bed  sash,  a  new 
floor  and  other  repairs  in  the  Lodge  at  the  West  Gate,  cement- 
ing stone  steps  of  Mansion,  cellar  steps,  and  brick  steps  of  Old 
Tomb;  the  pavement  and  steps  at  the  Wharf  also  had  attention. 
All  the  eave  gutters  were  repaired  and  painted,  likewise 
the  metal  roofs  of  East  Portico,  Colonnades,  Tomb.  Wagon- 
shed,  Hay-barracks  and  Cow- shed  in  barn-yard.     The  Pump- 
house  over  the  Artesian  Well  was  enlarged;  the  steam  en- 
gine, chemical  engine  and  hose  received  the  customary  over- 
hauling. 
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Shingle  roofs  were  patched,  fences  and  gates  repaired; 
whitewash,  colorwash,  calcimine  and  paint  applied  where 
needed — for  example,  to  the  garden  fences,  trellises,  Seed- 
houses,  balustrade  of  East  Portico  and  Library  Porch,  the 
doors  and  woodwork  in  Quarters  and  Kitchen,  the  interiors 
of  the  Coachman's  Cabin,  the  Butler's  House  and  necessaries. 

The  coach  and  farm  wagon  were  repaired  and  painted, 
the  mowing  machines  and  other  implements  put'in  order.  The 
porch  chairs  and  wire  screens  for  windows  and  doors  were  pro- 
tected against  weather;  windows  were  glazed,  signs  and  labels 
prepared  for  the  direction  of  visitors.  Much  of  the  old  furni- 
ture was  made  more  serviceable  and  missing  parts  of  the  gilt 
mirror  and  brackets  were  cleverly  supplied. 

The  foregoing  will  give  some  idea  of  how  we  utilize  the 
few  hours  when  oflF  guard  duty. 

In  addition,  the  care  of  the  lawns,  walks,  roads  and  gar- 
dens requires  a  good  deal  of  time  and  attention. 

The  wells  of  West  Lodge  and  Coachman's  Cabin  were 
cleaned. 

Laborers  mowed  the  rank  growth  from  swamp,  dredged 
the  swamp  ditches,  cleared  the  entire  fence  line,  cut  and 
burned  brush,  grubbed  stumps,  set  fence-posts,  cut  fallen  tim- 
ber, graded  for  and  laid  cobblestone  gutters. 

The  liberal  enrichment  of  the  lawns  by  the  stable  compost 
obtained  from  the  city  stimulated  the  old  turf  wonderfully. 
Using  a  suitable  sharp  harrow,  the  surface  was  loosened  and 
the  beneficial  effect  of  the  compost  increased. 

Kitchen  Gardai, 

Several  choice  varieties  of  strawberries  were  set  out  in 
the  Kitchen  Garden;  also  thyme,  sage,  spearmint,  hollyhocks, 
etc.,  to  give  this  feature  an  old-fashioned  look.  The  usual 
vegetables  for  the  table  are  grown  too — viz.,  corn,  potatoes, 
tomatoes,  onions,  peas,  radishes,  lettuce,  asparagus,  etc. 
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The  raspberries,  gooseberries,  currants,  grapes  and  young 
fruit  trees  were  mulched  and  pruned  at  the  proper  time.  The 
fig  bushes  were  protected  during  the  winter  by  bending  down 
the  branches  and  covering  them  well  with  earth.  Now  released 
from  their  shelter,  they  are  found  to  be  in  good  condition  to 
bear  fruit  this  season. 

After  much  difficulty,  I  obtained  white  gravel  for  the 
walk  entering  the  Kitchen  Garden.  The  big  box  bushes 
are  tnmmed  with  a  view  to  forming,  in  time,  an  arch  at  the 
Gateway. 

Farm, 

This  branch  of  our  work,  I  regret  to  say,  has  not  given 
very  satisfactory  results  the  past  season,  owing  to  the  hottest 
summer  and  dryest  winter  known  in  this  section  for  many 
years.  Of  hay  we  made  27  tons,  and  oats  320  bushels  off  nine 
acres— which  was  not  so  bad;  but  the  corn  crop  was  literally 
burned  up,  thirteen  acres  yielding  only  46  barrels.  The  late 
seeding  of  crimson  clover  and  timothy  was  badly  damaged 
during  the  winter. 

Ten  acres  on  the  river  hillside  and  three  acres  below  the 
Barn  (in  corn  last  summer)  are  now  in  oats.  The  field  back 
near  the  woods,  about  nine  acres,  is  being  prepared  for  corn. 

Uve  Stock. 

We  have  five  horses,  six  cows,  two  heifers,  one  bull  and 
twenty-two  deer. 

Just  after  Council  last  year  the  Guernsey  bull  died. 
Examination  by  a  skilled  veterinarian  ascribed  tuberculosis  as 
the  cause,  whereupon  I  had  the  tuberculine  test  applied  to 
each  of  the  herd,  and  was  much  relieved  when  they  were  pro- 
nounced free  of  disease.  A  young  bull  of  approved  breeding 
was  selected  from  a  noted  Guernsey  herd  in  New  York  State 
to  replace  the  one  lost. 

For  a  park  at  Yonkers,  New  York.  I  sold  a  pair  of  our 
deer  for  $50.00. 
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The  teams  were  fully  occupied  with  plowiug,  hatiling 
I  wood,  coal,  manure,  building  material,  and  the  regular  coack 

service. 

CoaL 

By  a  fortunate  circumstance  I  secured  the  winter  supply 
of  coal  in  August,  just  before  the  great  advance  in  price 
occurred.  By  arranging  for  car  lots  direct  from  the  mines,  it 
was  delivered  here  at  the  following  rates:  furnace  coal,  $5.05 
per  ton;  stove  coal,  $5.45  per  ton. 

We  had  to  haul  it  from  the  railroad  station  outside  our 
gate  to  the  boiler-room.  Owing  to  the  mildness  of  last  winter, 
the  consumption  of  coal  was  greatly  reduced,  and  we  have 
probably  thirty  tons  left  over. 

Ice, 

In  February  a  short  spell  of  freezing  weather  gave  the 
only  chance  we  had  to  cut  ice.  This  I  was  prompt  to  take 
advantage  of,  but  secured  only  a  partial  crop  before  the  thaw 
which  quickly  followed. 

Boat, 

Taking  advantage  of  a  threatened  stoppage  of  navigation 
by  ice,  the  steamboat  McuaUster  was  withdrawn  from  serv'ice 
January  22d.  After  careful  repairs,  the  regular  trips  were 
resumed  February  20th.  While  the  boat  was  laid  oflF,  the 
Steamboat  Company  arranged  with  the  Electric  Railway  for 
the  free  transportation  of  Mount  Vernon  employees. 

To  meet  the  rush  of  visitors  after  the  President's  inaugu- 
ration, an  extra  boat  was  put  on  and  additional  trains  run.  By 
authorization  of  the  Regent,  the  gates  were  opened  March  5th 
and  6th  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  attd  closed  at  5  p.  m.,  thus  giving 
opportunity  to  scatter  the  crowds  instead  of  massing  them  in 
the  shorter  interval.  The  force  of  extra  Guards  was  reduced 
as  the  travel  decreased. 

The  other  occasions  during  the  year  when  pilgrims  were 
more  numerous  than  usual   were  in  May,   1900,  when   the 
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Mystic  Shriners  came,  and  in  February,  1901,  when  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  held  their  convention 
in  Washington. 

Special  parties  of  note  I  might  mention  were: 
June  5.     Princess  Aribert,  accompanied  by  Secretary  Hay,. 

Lord  Pauncefote,  and  the  diplomatic  corps. 
January  15.     Miss  Helen  Gould,  brought  by  Admiral  Terry 

and  a  semi-official  party. 
.    An  excursion  in  honor  of  the  Commissioners  to  the 

Paris  Exposition  and  foreign  guests. 
April   11.     The   French   Ambassador   brought  officers   and 

cadets  of  the  French  Navy  visiting  this  country, 

Tomb. 

The  stated  occasions  for  decorating  the  Tomb  were  duly 
observed. 

The  President  sent  a  handsome  wreath  May  30th. 

December  14th  memorial  wreaths  were  brought  by  dele- 
gates from  Masonic  I/)dges  at  Fredericksburg  and  Alexandria. 

February  22d  the  children  of  the  American  Revolution 
presented  an  evergreen  tribute  from  Valley  Forge. 

April  11th  a  beautiful  floral  oflFering  was  made  by  the 
French  officers. 

The  flag  was  lov/ere.d  to  half-mast  when  all  nations  showed 
this  mark  of  respect  for  Queen  Victoria,  and  later  we  similarly 
observed  the  announcement  of  President  Harrison's  death. 

Gifts. 

The  gifts  I  have  to  mention  were  a  French  and  English  ^ 
Dictionary,  once  owned  by  Judge  Bushrod  Washington,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  L.  J.  Davis,  of  Washington,  through  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Memoir  of  Mrs.  Dillon,  Vice-Regent  for  Iowa,  sent  by 
her  husband. 

Some  Account  of  the  Gibbs-Channing  Portrait  of  George 
Washington,  by  Samuel  P.  Avery,  of  New  York. 
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Virtot*s  Historj'  of  Rome  (1724),  presented  by  Mr.  William 
Smith,  of  the  United  States  Botanic  Garden;  also  chrysan- 
themums by  the  same  gentleman. 

From  Miss  McFadden,  of  New  York,  her  annual  gift  of 
two  new  flags  for  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Mr.  Evans  Rogers  Dick,  of  Philadelphia,  a  cash 
donation  of  $10.00. 

Guide- Books. 

The  third  edition  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Guide-Book, 
recently  published,  embraces  the  several  corrections  and  addi- 
tions directed  by  the  Council. 

Insurance. 

New  policies  of  insurance,  covering  three  years,  were 
arranged  for  June  20,  1900,  at  rates  slightly  lower  than  for 
the  previous  term.  I  append  a  statement  showing  how  the 
insurance  on  the  property  is  now  placed. 

The  accompanying  financial  statement  accounts  for  funds 
of  record  on  my  books  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  80,  1901. 

In  offering  my  usual  commendation  of  the  employees,  I 
regret  having  to  announce  the  death,  on  March  5th,  of  the 
old  servant  Richard  Broadus,  whose  paralysis  retired  him 
from  active  duty  six  years  ago. 

Mr.  Harrison  B.  Hudson,  one  of  the  Guards,  has  been 
granted  a  furlough  on  account  of  broken  health.  His  place 
is  temporarily  filled  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Kaus. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  permission  to  express  for  myself  and 
all  the  Mount  Vernon  employees  the  most  sincere  sympathy 
for  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  who  have  suffered  so  severely 
from  afflictions  since  last  Council. 

Thanking  the  ladies  for  a  continuation  of  their  marktd 
consideration  and  kindness,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Harrison  //.  Dodge ^ 
Resident  Secielaiy  and  Superirterdent. 
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RBVENUE  FOR  THB  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  80.  1901, 


Flowers 

Mount  Vernon  views. 

Gnide-books 

Milk 


Batter 

Coach  fares 

Horse  sold , 

Telephone  rebate 

Canes 

Mount  Vernon  literature. 

Lamp  oil 

Old  materiaL; 

Calves , 

Deer 

Ice 


Small  fmito  

Coal 

Cash  donation 

Cincinnati  gas  dividend 

Donation  from  Vice-Regent  for  California . 
Donation  from  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  . . 
Donation  from  Vice-Regent  for  Maine . . 
Donation  from  Vice- Regent  for  New  Jersey, 

Donation  from  Mr.  Charles  C.  Harrison 

Donation  from  Major  T.  S.  Webb 

Wharf  entrances,  114,  at  25  cents 

Visitors  by  boat,  28,707,  at  25  cents 

Visitors  by  railway,  57,008,  at  25  cents 

Boat  privileges    , 


:     707.06 

1,255.68 

1,266.80 

609.04 

88.80 

159.65 

20.00 

4.88 

29.25 

27.75 

7.15 

17.15 

85.00 

50.00 

4.00 

8  25 

16  65 

10  00 

25.00 

2.500  00 

224.29 

45.00 

100.00 

50.00 

100.00 

28.50 

7,176.75 

14,262.00 

99.96 


Total  128,908.06 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 

APRIL  80.  1901. 

Council  expenses $     480. 29 

Gratuity  to  servants 50.00 

Regular  pay-roll 10,980  00 

Day  laborers 891.54 

Pension  to  Richard  Broadus 286.00 

Sea-wall  extension 2,463.68 
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Deer  Park  extension 148  83 

Improvement  to  grounds 582. 16 

I                                  Repairs  to  Mansion 68.58 

-                                  Repairs  to  Coachman's  Cabin 57.99 

Repairs  to  Snmmer-house * 21  17 

Repairs  to  heating  apparatus 86.68 

j                                  Repairs  to  coach 15.00 

I                                  Miscellaneous  repairs 246 .47 

Stationery 18.75 

Mill  feed. 170.50 

Farm  expenses 805 .44 

Incidental  expenses 60.52 

Household  expenses 27.79 

Mount  Vernon  views 312. 11 

Guide-books 760.45 

Stock  plants  for  Green-house  188.96 

Paving  at  Tomb 43.10 

Ice 26  75 

Guernsey  bull 50.00 

Iron  bedsteads 48. 10 

Memoirs  of  Washington 12  50 

Telephone 175.00 

Insurance 860.50 

Coal 665  94 

Uniforms  for  Guards 123.60 

Extra  Guards 110  50 


Total 119,717  79 

STATE  REPORTS. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Pi«BASANTON,  Cai..,  May  6,  1901. 

Construction  of  the  Sea-wall  during  the  summer  of  1900 
was  continued  a  distance  of  512  feet — the  proposed  limit  east- 
ward— and  98  feet  of  the  old  riprap  wall  near  the  Wharf  was 
replaced  by  solid  masonry,  but  not  to  the  full  height.  It  is 
proposed  to  complete  this  portion  and  a  stretch  of  250  feet 
next  the  Wharf  this  season.  For  the  work  last  year  $2,468.68 
was  expended. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Phcebe  A.  Hearst, 

Vice-Regent  for  California. 


•%  .■ 


;  ■.-'■■-•)-; 


21 


COLORADO. 

(No  State  Report.) 

The  Vice-Regent  from  Colorado  writes  from  Rome,  Italy, 

where  she  is  sojourning  for  her  health,  that  she  regrets  not 

being  at  Council  and  sends  greeting  to  all  the  ladies  and 

hopes  next  year  to  be  with  them. 

Alice  H.  Hill. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  RBPORT. 

Having  passed  the  winter  in  Burope,  my  eflForts  in  be- 
half of  Mount  Vernon  were  entirely  among  the  Americans 
there,  who  are  but  little  informed  as  to  the  work  of  our 'As- 
sociation. Our  Report  supplied  statistical  information  and 
some  interest  was  aroused.  On  the  22d  of  February,  Mrs. 
H.  W.  Shelton,  of  New  York,  most  patriotically  gave  us  her 
villa  at  Nice  for  some  commemoration  of  the  day.  It  was 
decided  to  give  a  large  luncheon.  Under  Mrs.  Shelton's 
tasteful  guidance  the  rooms  and  table  were  beautifully  deco- 
rated with  flags  and  flowers  of  red,  white  and  blue.  Our 
Church,  our  Navy  and  Army  were  worthily  represented,  and 
our  countrymen,  residents  or  sojourners  in  Nice,  some  of 
them  bearing  historic  Italian  titles,  lent  that  charm  to  the 
function  which  seems  to  be  their  national  gift. 

**The  Memory  of  Washington"  was  drunk  standing,  in 
silence.  "Mount  Vernon  and  Its  Faithful  Custodians'*  was 
oflFered  and  responded  to. 

The  success  was  complete  and  we  will  hope  may  cause  a 
lasting  interest  in  Mount  Vernon.  Strange  to  say,  this  was 
the  only  celebration  of  the  day  in  Nice.  Though  a  strictly 
private  affair,  the  local  paper  gave  it  publicity  in  a  very  pleas- 
ing notice. 

I  have  provided  new  rugs  and  a  set  of  toilet  china  for 
the  Connecticut  State  Room. 

Respectfully  submitted.       Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut. 
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DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  the  honor  and  gratification  to  report  a  gift  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250.00),  through  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  as  a  memorial  to  my  mother  — 
Margaret  A.  Comegys,  the  first  Vice- Regent  for  Delaware — 
in  recognition  of  her  services  as  one  of  the  original  Vice- 
Regents  through  whose  efforts  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon 
was  made  and  the  place  preserved  in  good  condition  and 
maintained  as  neutral  ground  during  the  Civil  War.  It  is 
deemed  appropriate  that  the  interest  of  this  amount  shall  be 
used  towards  keeping  the  Delaware  Room  in  order. 

Respectfully  submitted.       Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 

Vice- Regent  for  Delaware. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  has  been 
prevented  by  ill  health  from  making  any  active  exertions  in 
behalf  of  Mount  Vernon.  She  will  send  during  Council  a 
quaint  little  pitcher  (the  gift  to  her  of  Miss  Julia  Lee)  with 
the  picture  on  it  of  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Va.,  where 
Washington  worshiped  and  where  he  had  a  pew  at  the  time 
of  his  death;  the  subject  of  the  decoration  makes  it  suitable 
and  worthy  of  a  place  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Mary  T,  Barnes, 
Vice- Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

FLORIDA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  telegraphs  that  her  home  is 
in  ashes  from  the  recent  fire  in  Jacksonville,  and  extends 
greetings  to  Council  and  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  attend. 

GEORGIA. 
(No  State  Report.) 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  from  Illinois  a  contribution  of 
$50.00  from  L.   Z.   Leiter,   to  be  expended   for  trees  and 
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shrubs;    $6.00   from  the  schoolchildren    of   Chicago;    and 
several  photographs  for  the  library,  of  Sulgrave,  the  ancestral 

home  of  the  Washington  family — Sulgrave,  Northampshire, 

England. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Mrs.  Leeper,  of  lola,  Kansas,  sent  her  annual  donation  of 
one  dollar  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Reports  were  sent  to  the  Historical  Society  and  a  large 
number  were  distributed  throughout  the  State.  Additional  im- 
provements were  made  in  the  Kansas  Room. 

Jennie  M,  Ward^ 
Vice- Regent  for  Kansas. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  I<ouisiana  has  to  report  that,  as  usual 
for  a  number  of  years,  she  has  on  the  22d  of  February  pre- 
sented to  the  public  school  children  in  New  Orleans  2,000 
copies  of  Andrew  Reed*s  "Memorial  to  Washington.'*  Each 
public  school  now  owns  a  photogravure  of  Gilbert  Stuart's 
•'Washington." 

Learning  from  Mr.  Dodge  that  there  was  a  desk  once  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Washington  that  could  be  purchased  from 
the  great-granddaughters  of  Nellie  Custis.  after  some  corre- 
spondence with  Mrs.  Hodges,  I  paid  her  fifty  dollars  for  it,  and 
I  now  present  it  to  Mount  Vernon  to  be  placed  in  the  Virginia 
Room,  where  I  presume  it  was  used.  The  following  is  the 
history  of  the  relic:  It  was  the  property  of  Mrs.  Washington, 
who  gave  it  to  her  granddaughter,  Eleanor  Parke  Custis  (Mrs. 
Lawrence  Lewis),  who  bequeathed  it  to  her  daughter,  Frances 
Parke  Lewis,  who  married  Edward  G.  W.  Butler,  who  left  it 
to  her  daughter,  Isabel  Butler,  who  became  Mrs.  George  Wil- 
liamson, whose  daughter,  Isabel  Butler  Williamson,  is  now 
Mrs.  Arthur  Hodges,  from  whom  it  was  purchased. 

I  also  present  Jac-simiUs  of  letters  from  George  Wash- 
ington to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.,  M  P.,  which  were  by  Mr. 


24 

Isaac  E.  Morse,  our  representative  in  Congress  (the  husband 
of  I<ouisiana's  first  Vice- Regent),  presented  to  Georgine  Luz- 
enburg  on  her  seventeenth  birthday,  and  now  given  to  Mount 
Vernon  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Schaflfler. 

Ida  A.  Richardson^ 
Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 

London,  May. 
To  the  Ladies  in  Council: 

My  dear  Ladies, — My  prolonged  stay  on  this  side  of  the 

Atlantic  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  Mount 

Vernon.     I  have  been  so  long  absent  from  Councils  that  I  feel 

like  sending  my  word  of  greeting  to  you  all.     Wishing  for  the 

best  of  weather  and  the  happiest  of  results  for  the  Council,  I 

remain,  Most  cordially  yours, 

Margaret  /.  M,  SwecU, 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reports  having  received: 

Donations |I4.65 

Annual  penny  contribution  on  Washington's  birthday  from  little 

school-boys  near  EUicott  City 45 

91500 
E,  A.  Goldsborough, 
Vice-Regent  for  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

Regret  not  having  any  work  to  report  this  year.  I  en- 
deavored to  keep  the  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  alive  by  read- 
ing to  societies  a  paper  on  Mount  Vernon  and  have  collected 
a  small  amount  of  money. 
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Boston  Tea  Party  Chapter,  D.  A.  R |10.00 

Panenil  Hall  Chapter,  D.  A.  R 5.00 

Old  South  Chapter,  D.  A.  R 5.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Derby 6.00 

Mrs.  Van  Ness 10.00 

186.00 

Respectfnlly  submitted. 

Alice  M.  Longfellow^ 

Vice- Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN  STATB  RBPORT. 

The  Vice- Regent  for  Michigan  reports  the  final  outcome 
of  several  years  of  investigation  and  search  for  Washing- 
ton's state  coach.  The  one  exhibited  at  the  Philadelphia 
Centennial  of  1876  as  Washington's  coach  was  traced  to  its 
present  owner,  about  three  years  ago,  through  the  enterprise 
of  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  *  Dodge.  The  price  asked  at  the 
time  was  $10,000.00,  which  put  it  beyond  our  reach.  Two 
years  of  waiting  for  a  purchaser  at  that  price,  or  possibly  a 
doubt  arising  as  to  the  ability  to  prove  its  authenticity,  had 
so  depressing  an  effect  upon  the  owner  that  last  summer  he 
made  overtures  to  the  Vice- Regent  for  Michigan  and  offered 
the  coach  for  $2,500.00.  The  purchase  was  then  seriously 
considered  by  the  Regent  and  several  of  the  Vice-Regents, 
and  it  only  failed  of  consummation  because  a  link  was  missing 
in  the  proof  of  its  having  belonged  to  George  Washington. 
Sworn  testimony  was  not  wanting  to  prove  that  Mr.  John  Hare 
Powel,  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  inherited  the  coach  from  his 
great-aunt,  Mrs.  Samuel  Powel,  said  that  the  coach  in  ques- 
tion belonged  to  George  Washington,  but  the  sequel  proved 
that  several  persons  have  been  guilty  of  false  swearing.  For- 
tunately, our  wise  Regent  and  sagacious  Superintendent  ad- 
vised further  investigation  before  making  the  purchase,  and 
we  were  rewarded  by  obtaining  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Robert  Hare  Powel,  son  of  Mr.  John  Hare  Powel.  This  let- 
ter I  will  read  you  in  full.  While  Mr.  Powers  letter  shows 
conclusively  that  the  coach  in  question  never  belonged  to 
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George  Washington,  he  also  demonstrates  that  there  is  no 
state  coach  that  was  Washington's  in  existence.  Mr.  Powel 
also  shows  that  the  Powel  coach  was  a  twin  brother  or  sister, 
so  to  speak,  of  the  famous  "White  Chariot,"  having  been 
made  upon  the  same  model  and  at  the  same  time,  and  from 
the  intimacy  existing  between  the  Washingtons  and  Powels 
the  probability  is  great  that  the  General  occasionally  rode  in 
the  Powel  coach.  The  Powel  coach  can  now  be  obtained  for 
$350.00,  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  only  waits  for  the 
sanction  and  concurrence  of  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents 
to  send  a  check  to  the  owner,  which  will  consummate  the 
purchase. 

The  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  has  had  printed  and 
presents  two  hundred  copies  to  the  Association  of  "An  His- 
torical Sketch  of  the  Organization  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association,*'  by  its  founder.  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham. 

Ten  dollars  is  appropriated  to  Green-house  and  Garden 
department  for  purchase  of  flowers. 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Sturges,  of  New  York,  presents  through  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  another  letter;  one  from  the  same 
writer  on  the  same  subject  was  presented  two  years  ago 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Yeaton,  who  built  the  arched  brick  Tomb  of 
Washington. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Elizabeth  B,  A,  Rathbane, 
Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

May  14,  1901. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri  reports  a  gift  of  $25.00 
from  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  St.  Louis  Chapter;  of 
$30.00  from  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution ;  of  $50.00  a  personal 
gift.     All  to  be  added  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Christine  B,  Graham, 

Vice- Regent  for  Missouri. 
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NEW  JER8EY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  deeply  regrets  her  un- 
avoidable absence  from  Council  this  year.  She  takes  pleasure 
in  reporting  the  following  contributions  from  the  State : 

Colonial  Dames  of  Trenton |10.00 

Nova  Csesarea  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  Revolution 10.00 

Miss  Clarke,  of  Belvidere 10.00 

Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Plain  field  17.00 

Monnt  Vernon  Society  of  Elizabeth 12.00 

Princeton  and  other  Societies 25.00 

m-oo 

Of  this  sum  $50.00  is  given  to  the  Regent  to  use  at  her 
discretion;  the  remainder  is  held  in  reserve  for  improvements 
to  the  New  Jersey  Room.  Helen  F,  Conover, 

Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

Minnesota  reports  a  very  maiiJced  increase  of  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association.  Much  enthusiasm 
is  expressed  by  visitors  from  the  State,  upon  the  beauty  of  the 
spot,  the  exquisite  care  in  which  it  is  preserved,  and  the 
courtesy  shown  them. 

The  Vice- Regent  has  made  no  eflfort  to  raise  money  this 
year,  but  feels  assured  that,  should  it  be  necessary  to  do  so  for 
any  purpose,  she  would  meet  with  gratifying  success. 

Rebecca  B,  Flandrau, 
Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Albbmarlb,  April. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  regrets  more  than  she  can 
express  her  absence  from  the  Council  this  spring;  owing  to  ill 
health,  she  is  obliged  to  be  away.  She  finds  the  interest  of 
her  State  increasing  every  year.  During  her  visit  to  Mount 
Vernon  a  few  days  ago,  was  much  pleased  to  see  how  much 
had  been  done  since  last  year. 
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Mrs.  Dehon  has  given  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  old  trees. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Amy  Townsend, 

Vice- Regent  for  New  York. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 
In  the  report  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire  of 
May,  1900,  she  gave  to  Council  an  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  ''Sarah  King  Hale  Fund."  She  at  that  time  gained  per- 
mission from  Council  to  turn  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association  whatever  might  remain  of  the 
fund  on  the  final  winding  up  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  Cheshire 
Provident  Institution  of  Keene.  The  Cheshire  Provident  In- 
stitution has  recently  paid  its  last  dividend  for  the  present, 
this  dividend  representing  the  sale  of  bonds,  etc.  The  re- 
maining assets  of  that  bank  being  in  Western  lands,  the 
probability  of  immediate  return  is  remote.  Therefore  on  the 
28th  of  April  last  she  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  K. 
Francis  Rig^s,  the  sum  of  $231.94,  for  which  she  received 
his  acknowledgment,  herewith  appended. 

Abby  R,  Winder, 
Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

May  2, 1901. 
Mrs,  A,  R,  Winder,  Vice- Regent,  Portsmouth,  N.  H : 

Dear  Madam, — I  have  received  your  note  of  April  28th,  covering 
check  or  draft  of  the  Cheshire  Co.  Savings  Bank  (Keene,  N.  H.),  on 
Natl.  Hide  Leather  Bank,  Boston,  for  $231.94,  which,  you  tell  me,  rep- 
resents the  Sarah  King  Hale  Fund. 

I  place  this  to  credit  of  our  Kndowment  Fund,  assuming  this  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Regent. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E,  Francis  Riggs, 
Treasurer. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

Am  glad  to  report  a  marked  growth  of  interest  in  the 
work  of  our  association  in  North  Carolina,  evidenced  by  the 
constant  demand  for  Mount  Vernon  literature.   No  collections 
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for  Mount  Vernon  made  during  the  year,  as  local  committees 
made  unusual  demands  on  my  time  and  attention. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Letitia  H,  Walker, 

Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  regrets  that  she  cannot  attend 
Council  this  year,  and  that  she  has  not  a  more  satisfactory-  re- 
port to  submit. 

She  notes,  however,  in  her  own  State  an  increasing  inter- 
est in  Mount  Vernon,  manifested  by  a  number  of  letters  and 
inquiries  received  and  answered. 

Elizabeth  Owens  Campbell, 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice- Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has  accomplished  no 
work  in  her  State  during  the  past  year  excepting  the  distrib- 
uting of  the  Report. 

A  pair  of  old-fashioned  scent-bottles  have  been  placed  in 
the  River  Room. 

Mr.  Chas.  Custis  Harrison  sends  his  annual  subscription 
of  fifty  dollars  to  Mt.  Vernon. 

Ellen  Wain  Harrison, 
Vice- Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island  has  but  little  to  report 
for  the  past  year.  The  sum  of  $50.00  was  given  by  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  to  be 
expended  as  the  Vice-Regent  should  think  best.  A  second 
sum  of  $50.00  was  given  for  some  article  to  be  placed  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent.  Several  meetings  have  been 
held  which  served  to  greatly  increase  the  information  and 
interest  in  Mount  Vernon,  which  interest,  having  once  been 
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awakened,  the  Vice- Regent  is  most  anxious  should  never  be 
allowed  to  die  out. 

Respectfully  submitted.  A,  L,  C.  D,  Ames, 

Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice- Regent  for  Tennessee  reports: 

The  "Bonny  Kate"  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have  contributed  to  the 
Tennessee  Room  at  Mount  Vernon  one  silver  sugar-bowl  and 
one  silver  cream-pitcher.  This  courteous  contribution  was 
suggested  by  Miss  Pauline  Woodruff  and  promoted  by  her 
and  by  Mrs.  Isabella  R.  Boyd,  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  "Bonny  Kate"  Chapter. 

The  Cumberland  and  Campbell  Chapters  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  contributed 
to  the  Tennessee  Room  one  silver  wafer-tray. 

In  consequence  of  severe  illness,  the  Vice-Regent  forTen- 
nessee  has  made  no  effort  toward  State  work  in  the  past  year, 
beyond  the  distribution  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Reports. 

Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb^ 
Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Texas  regrets  to  report  that  there  is 
still  due  on  the  Texas  Gateway  $125.00.  Mrs,  W.  H.  Field, 
assisted  by  several  ladies  of  San  Antonio,  gave  an  entertain- 
ment at  the  Presnall  Place  for  the  Gate  fund  and  realized 
$53.00.  The  Texas  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  and  the 
Thankful  Hubbard  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  have  generously  contributed  to  the  same  fund. 
Misses  Mona  and  Jeannette  House  have  sent  a  handsome 
chest  to  the  Texas  Room.  A  brass  candlestick,  which 
was  in  use  during  the  American  Revolution,  was  given  by 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Welch.     The  Vice-Regent  offered  in  San  Antonio 
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a  picture  of  Mount  Vernon  as  a  prize  to  the  girl  or  boy 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  would  write  the  best 
article  on  Washington  or  Mount  Vernon.  A  large  number 
of  articles  were  submitted,  and  out  of  these  the  judges 
selected  two,  "Mount  Vernon/'  by  Miss  Mary  Hart,  and 
*'George  Washington,"  by  Miss  Geraldine  Cartwell,  both  of 
whom  are  members  of  the  San  Antonio  High  School.  The 
papers  were  considered  so  creditable  that  it  was  decided  to 
give  a  picture  to  each  of  the  two  young  ladies  named — "Mount 
Vernon"  to  Miss  Mary  Hart,  and  "Washington"  to  Miss  Ger- 
aldine Cartwell.  Miss  Eleanor  Brackenridge  gave  the  pict- 
ure of  Washington.  About  one  hundred  Reports  have  been 
distributed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  contributions  received  since  the 
last  Council.  The  Vice-Regent  indulges  the  hope  that  the 
coming  year  may  show  better  results. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Frances  C,  Maxey, 
Vice- Regent  for  Texas. 

COLLECTIONS  FOR  TEXAS  GATE. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Walling  $  5.00 

Hon.  W.  W.  Leeke  5.00 

Cash 100 

Thankhil  Hubbard  Chapter,  D.  A.  R 50.00 

Miss  Elise  Gallagher 5.00 

Mrs.  Robert  G.  West 5.00 

Mrs.  Eugene  Bremond  5.00 

Texas  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 25.00 

Pathfinders,  Austin 2.25 

Twentieth  Century  Club,  Beaumont 3.00 

Collected  by  Mrs.  F.  E,  Hunter, 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Burges $1.00 

Mrs.  Richard  Burges 1.00 

Mrs.  Peldman  1.00 

Mrs.  Wright 1.00 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Hunter 1.00 

Mrs.  J.  CaUshee 25 

Mrs.  Kaplan 26 

Mrs.  U.  Solomon 25 
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Miss  Zork 26 

Dr.  Walsh 25 

Cash 50 

Mrs.  M.  Stuart 50 

Mr.  Qaincy  .25 

Mr.  Levy 26 

Mrs;  Wilcox  60 

Collected  by  Mrs.  Hiel 3.76 

Entertainment  given  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Field 63.00 

American  History  Club,  Austin 1.00 

Irving  Club,  Lockhart 1.75 

Hon.  H.  C.  Carter 10.00 


VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

With  the  money  contributed  to  Mount  Vernon  by  the 
pupils  of  Virginia  schools  I  have  purchased  dimity  curtains 
for  the  windows  of  General  Washington's  Bedroom,  and  also 
linen  for  the  bed.  In  behalf  also  of  Virginia  schools  I  present 
to  Council  a  set  of  antique  brass  candelabra  for  use  on  table. 
I  have  distributed  many  Reports;  and  upon  the  invitation  of 
.  the  President  of  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of 
Virginia  I  gave  a  talk  upon  **Mount  Vernon  of  the  Present"  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Herbert  Claiborne  (President).  I  have  ap- 
plied, through  Miss  Mary  Lee,  to  the  Lee  family,  asking  the 
loan  of  the  Arlington  Washington  relics  to  Mount  Vernon, 
after  they  shall  be  restored  by  the  Government  to  the  Lee 
family.  I  have  the  promise  of  some  interesting  relics,  and  I 
have  gratefully  received  from  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent 
for  Louisiana,  Mrs.  Washington's  writing-desk,  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Virginia  Room. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Emma  R.  Ball, 

Vice- Regent  for  Virginia. 

WISCONSIN. 

(No  State  Report.) 
Mrs.  Mitchell  regrets  not  being  able  to  attend  Council. 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  excellent  condition  of  the  Mansion  speaks  to  you  all 
for  itself,  and  the  Committee  has  but  few  suggestions  to  make. 

The  paving  in  main  passage-way  of  Cellar  should  be 
relaid  with  brick,  the  old  paving  of  salmon  brick  having 
crumbled. 

The  Superintendent  has  called  the  attention  of  the  ladies 
to  the  rapid  wearing  away  of  the  flagging  of  the  East  Portico, 
these  stones  having  a  special  historical  interest,  as  having 
been  ordered  by  Washington,  and  laid  under  his  personal 
direction.  The  Committee  would  suggest  that  careful  thought 
be  given  to  some  means  of  covering  partially  these  stones,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  protect  them,  and  still  enable  them  to  be 
seen.  Also  that  the  decision  of  how  to  cover  them  be  left 
until  next  Council. 

There  are  no  other  repairs  necessary  of  such  special 
character  as  to  need  comment. 

The    addition  to  Coachman's  Cabin  and  repairs  to  the 

several  buildings  which  were  recommended  last  year  have  been 

carried  into  eflFect. 

Rebecca  B.  Flandrau^ 

Acting  Chairman. 

Ellen  Wain  Harrison. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

After  a  careful  inspection  of  both  Tombs,  we  find  them  in 

perfect  condition;  no  appropriation  is  necessary  for  repairs. 

The  floral  decoration  of  Tomb,  and  also  flags  were  raised,  on 

the  appointed  days. 

Letitia  H.  Walker, 

Chairman. 

Elizabeth  B,  A,  Rathbone. 

Rebecca  B,  Flandrau. 
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REPORT  OF  RELrIC  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  has  carefully  examined  the  contents  of 
the  relic  cases  and  find  all  relics  in  place,  and  have  left  them 
in  good  order.  We  have  also  identified  all  relics  in  the 
Mansion. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  gi  t  of  Mrs.  Washington's 
writing-desk,  from  the  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana.  This  desk 
was  given  to  Nellie  Custis  by  Mrs.  Washington,  who  be- 
queathed it  to  her  daughter  Frances,  who  left  it  to  her  daugh- 
ter, Isabel  Butler  Williamson  (now  Mrs.  Hodges),  who  sold 
it  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Richardson  also 
bought  a  book  of  facsimile  letters  from  General  Washington 
to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.,  M.P.,  which  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Isaac  Morse  to  Georgine  Luzenburg,  and  by  her  to  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Shafifter,  who  presents  them  to  Mount 

Vernon. 

Through  the  Vice-Regent  for   District  of  Columbia,  a 

French  and  English  Dictionary  once  owned  by  Judge  Bush- 
rod  Washington  was  presented  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Davis,  of 
Washington. 

Emma  R^Ball, 

Chairman. 
Ida  A*  Richardson, 
Abby  R.  Wifider. 

REPORT  OF  GROUNDS,  SHRUBS  AND  TREES  COMMITTEE. 

The  special  interest  at  the.meeting  of  the  Grounds  and 
Shrubs  Committee  this  morning  was  the  visit  Mr.  Charles 
S.  Sargent,  of  Boston,  who  came  to  consult  with  the  ladies 
and  Superintendent  about  trees,  their  perpetuity,  and  pruning, 
Many  of  the  trees  have  shown  signs  of  decay  and  weakness- 
and  Mr.  Sargent  will  undertake  their  restitution,  should  the 
ladies  so  desire. 

The  chairman  reports  a  gift  of  twelve  nursery  trees  from 
the  United  States  Government. 
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Several  of  the  evergreens  which  were  planted  in  1899 
died  the  past  winter;  those  that  remain  are growingand  have 
fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  planted,  namely,  to 
mask  the  out-buildings.  The  trees,  live  oak,  which  were 
promised  from  Georgia  and  Texas  to  replace  the  trees  that 
were  sent  in  1899  and  which  died,  have  not  been  received. 
The  wild  honeysuckle,  planted  to  prevent  the  continuous 
washing  away  of  the  banks  on  either  side  of  the  driveway 
from  the  Wharf  to  the  Tomb,  has  taken  root  and  the  Superin- 
tendent thinks  **in  one  year  the  entire  bank  will  be  covered/* 
There  will  be  wild  azaleas  planted  in  the  woods  this  year. 
The  rustic  fence  is  an  improvement  to  the  drive.  The  com- 
mittee advise  the  planting  of  shrubs  which  were  at  Mount 
Vernon  in  Washington's  day.  The  work  is  well  done  on  the 
road  from  Electric  Railroad  to  West  Gate.  A  privet  hedge 
will  be  planted  on  either  side,  not  to  exceed  two  feet  in  height. 
A  new  gutter  from  the  Stable  to  the  Tomb  is  needed.  The 
cobblestone  gutter  from  Tomb  to  Wharf  is  approved.  The 
Council  think  it  advisable  to  fill  the  gap  in  the  row  of  cedar 
trees  either  side  of  the  gate,  which  will  add  much  to  the 
beauty  of  this  entrance,  through  which  a  large  majority  of  the 
visitors   pass. 

The  Regent  appointed,  as  substitutes  for  the  absent  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  Mrs.  Richardson  and  Miss  Comegys, 
whose  valuable  services  have  added  much  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Association  at  all  times. 

Mary  T.  Leiter, 
Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 
Ida  A.  Richardson, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Chistine  B,  Graham, 
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REPORT  OF  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

Owing  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  past  summer  and  the 
winter's  drought,  the  farm  work,  I  regret  to  report,  has  not 
shown  very  satisfactory  results. 

The  corn  crop  was  almost  totally  destroyed,  only  yielding 
forty-six  barrels  from  a  cultivation  of  thirteen  acres.  Three 
hundred  and  twenty  bushels  of  oats  were  harvested  oflF  nine 
acres  and  there  was  a  yield  of  twenty-seven  tons  of  hay.  The 
timothy  and  crimson  clover  were  seeded  very  late  and  were 
badly  damaged  during  the  winter.  Oats  have  been  planted 
on  ten  acres  on  the  river  hillside,  and  on  three  acres  below 
the  Bam.  the  latter  being  in  corn  last  summer.  A  field  of 
nine  acres  is  now  being  prepared  for  corn;  this  tract  lies  near 
the  woods. 

It  is  most  important,  for  the  permanent  improvement  of 
the  soil,  that  a  generous  supply  of  manure  and  lime  be  added, 
which  will  assure  productiveness. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Phosbe  A.  HearsU 

Vice-Regent  for  California. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Press  Committee  supplied  the  Washington  Post  and 
the  Baltimore  Sun,  daily,  with  authentic  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council.  The  Post  has  printed  these  re- 
ports without  additions,  but  has  exercised  the  privilege,  since 
the  first  day  or  two,  of  cutting  and  docking  the  reports  to  suit 
their  own  spaces.  The  Baltimore  Sun  sent  its  own  corre- 
spondent to  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  committee  can  not  hold 
itself  responsible  for  all  that  she  reported,  though  she  showed 
a  disposition  to  conform  to  the  ideas  of  the  committee  when 
they  were  forcibly  impressed  upon  her. 

During  the  interval  of  Council,  an  opportunity  came  of 
correcting  an  erroneous  statement  which  was  published  in  one 
of  the  popular  magazines  which  had  an  illustrated  article 
upon  the  centennial  of  Washington's  burial.      The  misstate- 
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ment  was  to  the  effect  that  Mount  Vernon  was  owned  by  the 
general  Government.  The  editor  very  kindly  published  the 
letter  written  to  him  by  a. member  of  the  committee,  which 
furnished  the  facts  ot  the  organisation  of  the  Association  by 
its  founder,  Miss  Cunningham.  An  article  has  been  prepared 
upon  Mount  Vernon  .for  the  Woman's  Edition  of  the  Charles- 
ton (S.  C.)  Courier,  to  be  published  the  latter  part  of  May. 
The  committee  avails  itself  of  every  opportunity  that  comes 
of  giving  the  public  correct  information  concerning  Mount 
Vernon  and  the  Association. 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Emma  R.  Ball, 

REPORT  ON  GUIDE-BOOK  OF  JANUARY,  1900. 

A  new  Guide-Book  with  several  additions  of  interest  has 
been  received  and  accepted. 

A,  R.  Winder, 
Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire, 

Acting  for  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREEN-HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  has  examined  the  work  ordered  done  at 
last  Council.  The  retubbing  of  the  palms  and  the  planting  of 
the  Rose  Garden  on  the  lot  adjacent  to  the  Spinning-house, 
and  find  it  satisfactory.  The  box  hedges,  which  are  the  most 
interesting  feature  of  the  garden,  should  be  guarded  from 
possible  injury  in  the  future  by  the  removal  of  all  the  plants 
inside  the  borders  of  the  Maze,  excepting  the  ones  which  were 
there  in  Washington's  day.  It  is  deemed  advisable  and  ap- 
propriate to  lay  a  brick  pavement  in  place  of  the  board  walks. 
The  acting  chairman  has  consulted  Mrs.  Barnes,  who  is  absent 
on  account  of  illness,  and  is  pleased  to  report  her  acquies- 
cence in  these  suggestions. 

Mary  T,  Leiier. 

Harriet  C.  Comegys, 
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REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  has  placed  in  the  hands  of 
your  committee  some  important  letters  from  Virginians  in  re- 
sponse to  Miss  Cunningham's  first  appeal,  made  in  December, 
1853.  These  have  been  filed  in  their  proper  order  with  our 
earliest  records.  One  volume  of  filed  letters  has  been  added 
this  year  to  those  which  have  already  been  placed  in  the  I/i- 
brary.  They  were  written  in  1870  by  Mrs.  TiflFey,  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Regent. 

Respectfully  submitted.       Harriet  C,  Comegys^ 

Chairman. 
Sjisan  E.  Johyison  Hudson. 
Jennie  M,   Ward. 

REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  has  made  a  thorough  examination  of  all 
furniture  in  the  Mansion,  as  well  the  ^'Quarters,"  and  would 
suggest  the  following  changes : 

In  the  New  Jersey  Room,  that  the  bed  curtains,  bed  val- 
ances, window  curtains,  and  cover  for  both  chairs  and  dress- 
ing-table be  renewed  and  of  white  dimity ;  that  the  carpet  be 
renewed  and  replaced  by  one  like  that  in  the  Delaware  Room  ; 
that  the  curtains  in  the  Family  Dining-room  be  dyed  and  re- 
paired, the  brass  poles  to  be  replaced  by  a  cornice  of  Wash- 
ington's time;  new  curtains  for  the  Library,  and  a  proper  rug 
for  the  floor ;  the  bed  hangings,  spread  and  valances  of  the 
West  Virginia  Room  to  be  washed.  The  Chairman  would 
respectfully  ask  for  the  sum  of  $35.00  for  the  carpet  for  the 
Superintendent's  OflSce. 

Respectfully  submitted.  A.  /.  C  D.  Ames, 

Chairman. 
£//e?i  Wain  Harrison. 
Christine  IL  Graham. 
H.  C.  Comegys. 
L.  H.  Walker. 
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REPORT  OF  INDEX  COMMITTflE. 

The  Index  Committee  has  done  no  work  during  the  past 
year,  owing  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  Minutes  of  1881-82- 
83-84.  As  these  Minutes  are  to  be  printed  the  work  will  be 
continued,  and  in  time  a  complete  index  made  of  the  Minutes 
from  the  beginning,  and  the  whole  will  be  revised,  arranged 
alphabetically,  and  printed. 

Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 

Chairman. 
Ida  A.  Richardson, 

REPORT  OF  BY- LAWS  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  suggests  that  No.  10  of  the  By-laws  on 
Relics  be  erased:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to 
give  to  the  Guide-book  Committee  a  complete  list  of  all  rel- 
ics at  Mount  Vernon,  etc.,**  as  no  such  instruction  is  any 
longer  needed.  And  the  following  inserted:  "That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chairman,  or  the  one  acting  as  Chairman, 
to  see  that  any  relics  donated  or  loaned  or  withdrawn  during 
meeting  of  Council  be  so  recorded  in  the  Record  Book  of 
Relics." 

Also  No.  13  :  *^hat  this  committee  shall  be  omitted  and 
made  the  Committee  on  Press.'*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  during  Council  to  prepare  as  concise  a  statement 
of  each  day's  matters  of  interest  for  the  Press,  such  as 
of  any  relics  received  or  purchased,  of  the  arrival  of  Vice- 
Regents,  and  of  any  visitors  of  note.  That  in  the  future  the 
By-Laws  governing  the  Grand  Council  be  inserted  in  the  back 
of  the  Minutes  and  Reports. 

Ida  A,  Richardson^ 

Chairman. 
Abby  /?.  Winder, 
A,  I,  C,  D,  Ames, 
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The  Kitchen  Garden  is  in  good  condition.  The  wall  fruit 
is  doing  well,  and  shows  signs  already  of  bearing  fruit  this 
year.  The  soil  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  needs  enriching,  and 
the  planting  of  small  fruit  trees  is  suggested. 

Ellen  Wain  Harrison, 

Chairman. 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 

Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  was 
received  by  the  Council,  and  read  his  financial  report.  He 
asked  to  be  instructed  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Sarah  King- 
Hale  Fund,  and  was  authorized  to  place  it  to  the  credit  of  the 
Endowment  Fund. 

May  10,  1901. 
To  Mrs.  y.  V,  R.  Townsend^  Regent,  Mt,  Vernon  Ladies*  Association: 

Madam, — Herewith  I  submit  as  usual,  statements  of  the  General 
Account  and  Bndowment  Fund  for  the  past  year.  The  balance  to  credit 
of  the  General  Account  is  $17,772.75,  and  to  the  Bndowment  Fund 
18,982  82,  as  per  bank-books  herewith. 

I  now  hold  the  property  of  the  Association  for  the  Endowment 
Fund: 

Bonds,  Etc. 

U.  S.  Registered,  4^,  of  1907,  par  value $9,300 

County  of  Licking,  Ohio,  6^^,  1907 6,000 

Omaha  School  District,  5^,  1908 5,000 

St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Schpol  District,  4^^,1919 5,000 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  stock 800 

Central  Ry.  of  Georgia,  sundry  securities  of  uncertain  value. 

$24,600 

MORTOAGB  NOTBS. 

John  Lynch.  May  22.  1902,  4}^^ .            $3,000 

D.  William  Oyster,  June  1, 1904,  4K«/^ 2,000 

Olive  Risley  Seward,  May  2,  1903,  b<jb 5,000 

M.  E.  &E.  Mormann,  April  18,  1905, 4^^ 4,000 

John  F.  Shea,  October  18,  1903 4,000 

Robert  J.  Mawhinney,  April  25, 1904,  4>i% 3,760 

James  Richmond,  February  15, 1905,  4^^ 6.000 

Annie  S.  Harkness,  June  12.  1903,  4^^   4,000 

Fersinger,  August  10, 1902,  4>i^   3.500 

McCarthy,  October  10,  J904,  45^^ 500 

$59,850 
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Difficulties  in  obtaining  satisfactory  inveftments  continue,  and  I 

confess  my  great  embarrassment  in  this  important  matter.  ^ 

I  am,  Madam,  your  obedient  servant,  E*  Francis  Riggs^ 

Treasurer. 
1900.  Bndowmbnt  Fund, 

May    5.     Balance  per  Report $6,826.84 

May  21.     Donation  Mrs.  Graham,  Missouri 62.86 

May  21.            "          Mrs.  Hill.  Colorado 12.75 

June  11.           "         Mrs.  Townsend 60  00 

U.  S.  4%  Interest 872  00 

County  of  Licking,  Ohio,  Interest 872.00 

Omaha  School  District,  Interest 260.00 

St.  Paul  School  District,  Interest 226.00 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  Div.  and  Rights 21  86 

May  21.     Mortgage  paid,  Craig 6,000.00 

"  "       Mawhinney 260.00 

1901. 

AprildO,  "  "       Stockett 1,000.00 

Interest  on  Mortgage,  Craig 160.00 

April  80,         "                    "           Mormann 180.00 

Shea 180.00 

"                    "           Stockett 60.14 

"                    "           Seward 260.00 

"                     "            Oyster 90.00 

"                    "           Lynch 186.00 

Persinger 167.60 

"                     "            McCarthy 22.60 

"                    "           Richmond 226.00 

"                     "            Mawhinney 180.00 

"                    "           Harkness 90.00 

$17,078.96 

1900.  Invbstmknts. 

May  28.     Mortgage  Note,  Annie  8.  Harkness $4,000.00 

"             "        Robert  J.  Mawhinney 4,000.00 

Interest  on  same 28.60 

"             "       James  Richmond 6,000.00 

Interest  on  same 78. 18 

Balance 8,982  82 

$17,078  96 

E.  Francis  Riggs, 
Washington,  May  10, 1901.  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OP  PINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  ex- 
amination of  the  Regent's  Financial  Statement,  and  of  bills 
and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  that  they  find  them  clear, 
correct,  and  concise.  Your  committee  has  also  compared  the 
Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintendent,  including 
the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports 
them  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory: 

Total  receipts  during  the  year $38,948.39 

Total  disbursements  during  the  year 21,175.64 

Balance $17,772.75 

Endowment  Fund,  $59,350. 

APPROXIMATE  KSTIMATB  OP  EXPENSES  FOR  COMING  YEAR. 

Pay  Roll $14,140.00 

Green-house  heater 600.00 

Green-house  repairs 300.00 

Paving  Garden  walk 170  00 

Paving  Tomb  walk 160.00 

Paving  Mansion  cellar 90.00 

Barnyard  fence ., 90.00 

Wagon-shed 25.00 

Hose  for  chemicals 100.00 

Telephone 175.00 

Carpet 35.00 

Gratuity  to  servants 50.00 

Pew  rent  to  Pohick  Church            90.00 

Printing  Minutes  of  1881-82-88-84 400.00 

Allowance  for  Memorial  Committee 100. 00 

To  Mr.  Sargent  for  treatment  of  trees 1.200.00 

For  secretary  to  Regent  300.00 

For  office  expenses.  Secretary 60. 00 

Total  $19,315.00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Jdd  A.  Richardson. 
Emma  R,  BalL 
LetiiiaH.  Walker. 
Jennie  M.  Ward, 
Elizabeth  B,  A,  Rathbone, 
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The  Regent  announced  the  following  committees: 

UST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Finance, — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Rich- 
ardson, Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Mansion. — Mrs.  Plandrau,  Chairman ;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Ames. 

Tomb, — Mrs.  Walker,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs. 
Flandrau,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Maxey. 

Relics, — Mrs.  Ball,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Baker. 

Grounds  and  Shrubs, — Mrs.  Leiter,  Chairman ;  Mrs.  Hud- 
son, Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Campbell, 
Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson.  , 

Farm, — Mrs.  Hearst,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs. 
Webb. 

Press, — Mrs.  Hill,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Winder* 
Miss  Longfellow. 

Library, — Miss  Longfellow,  Chairman ;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs. 
Hearst,  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Johnston. 

Garden  and  Green-house, — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Chairman;  Mrs. 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Mrs. 

Maxey,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Records, —  Miss  Comegys,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson, 
Mrs.  Ward. 

Furniture  of  Mansion, — Mrs.  Ames,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Con- 
over,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Harrison. 

Parliamentary  Rules, — Mrs.  Sweat,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Hill, 
Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

Index, — Mrs.  Flandrau,  Chairman:  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Richardson. 

By-Laws, — Mrs.  Richardson,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Winder, 
Mrs.  Ames. 

Kitchen  Garden, — Mrs.  Harrison,  Chairman  ;  Miss  Town- 
send,  Miss  Comegys. 
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Mrs.  Leiter,  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing letter  for  consideration: 

89  Madison  Avb.,  New  York,  May  9,  1901. 

Dbar  Mrs.  Leitbr, — I  have  been  informed  that  the  collection  of 
portraits  of  the  generals  of  the  Revolution  which  I  presented  Mount 
Vernon,  through  you,  has  been  added  to,  or  is  about  to  be,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  other  portraits.  It  is  perfectly  right  for  the  managers  or 
trustees  to  have  every  portrait  which  can  be  oDtained  of  men  connected 
with  the  Revolution,  but  it  is  not  right  to  place  them  as  part  of  the 
collection  which  i^  associated  with  my  name  as  an  authority.  I  gave 
your  Association  the  portrait  of  every  eeneral  of  the  Revolution  who 
ever  received  a  commission  in  the  regular  service  from  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  whose  portrait  was  known  to  exist.  But  one  portrait 
since  has  been  found,  that  of  General  Wm.  Maxwell,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  I  will  eventually  get  a  copy  for  you.  If  the  portrait  of  some  militia 
general  or  colonel  be  added  to  the  collection,  I  will  get  the  discredit  or 
rather  credit  for  being  ignorant.  Should  the  portrait  of  some  general 
turn  up  who  should  rightfully  belong  to  the  collection,  I  feel  that  it 
should  not  be  added  directly,  but  what  I  have  given  as  a  collection 
should  be  kept  as  such.  I  write  to  you  as  the  proper  person  to  see 
that  this  matter  be  properly  understood. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thos.  Addis  Emmet. 


Mrs.  Leiter  oflFered  the  following  motion : 

That  the  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  acquiesce  in  the 
request  of  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  that  no  additions  should  be  made 
to  his  collection  of  the  engravings  of  Continental  Generals  of  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  The  collection  includes  only  the  generals  who  re- 
ceived their  commissions  from  the  Continental  Congress,  and  ^as 
donated  through  Mrs.  Leiter,  Vice- Regent  for  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  from  Tomb  Committee,  moved  that  the 
marble  tablet  upon  which  is  inscribed  the  name  of  the  maker 
and  donor  of  the  sarcophagi  be  placed  in  a  less  conspicuous 
position  within  the  Tomb.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Hudson,  and 
carried. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Memorial  to  Miss  Cunning- 
ham, founder  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of 
the  Union : 

The  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham  Memorial  Committee 
•m^t,  a^d  decided  to  make  a  handsome  memorial  volume  for 
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the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  her  work  in  securing  pos- 
session of  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Washington. 

L.  H,  Walker,  Chairman. 
Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Emma  Read  Ball, 
Elizabeth  B*  A,  Raihbone, 

On  Sunday  the  Regent  and  several  of  the  Vice-Regents 
rode  to  Pohick  Church,  and  attended  services  there. 

On  Wednesday,  May  15,  1901,  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
J.  Hoge  Tyler,  and  Hon.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  of  Washington, 
D.  C;  Judge  J.  B.  Sener,  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  R.  L.  Gardener, 
Pulaski  City,  Va.;  and  Capt.  John  A.  Coke,  of  Richmond,  came 
to  Mount  Vernon,  and  after  visiting  the  grounds  and  gardens, 
returned  to  the  Mansion,  where  they  were  met  by  the  ladies 
in  council  and  itivited  to  luncheon.  After  the  opening  of  the 
afternoon  session,  the  visitors  came  into  the  Banquet  Room, 
and  one  and  all  most  kindly  and  earnestly  commended  the 
work  of  the  Association,  and  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
the  care,  and  their  gratitude  for  the  preservation,  of  the  Home 
and  Tomb  of  Washington. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina,  Senior  Vice-Regent 
of  the  Association,  and  one  of  the  coworkers  with  Miss  Cun- 
ningham, the  founder,  had  last  year  called  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  fact  that  1903  would  be  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  inception  of  the  idea  of  purchasing  the  estate 
of  Mount  Vernon.  In  1863  the  first  **appear*  was  published 
to  the  women  to  become  colaborers  in  the  work  of  purchasing 
and  restoring  the  sacred  place.  For  twenty  years  she  labored 
and  toiled,  through  struggles  and  disappointments  enough  to 
deter  the  stoutest  heart,  through  physical  suflFering  and  pri- 
vate sorrows,  till  the  charter  was  obtained,  title  deeds  were 
perfected  and  claim  allowed  ;  and  Mount  Vernon,  dismantled, 
though  it  was,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  women  of  the  Union, 
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'*to  be  forever  held  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Father  of  His 
Country.'*  In  view  of  this  heroic  work  and  life-long  devotion, 
the  Vice-Regent  asked  that  a  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Miss 
Cunningham,  the  founder,  be  prepared.  This  was  regarded 
as  most  fitting,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  decide  on 
the  form  it  should  take.  This  included  the  following  Vice- 
Regents:  Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Con- 
necticut ;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia ;  Miss  Comegys,  Delaware. 
This  committee  reported  later  that  "a  handsome  memorial 
volume"  should  be  prepared,  and  the  Regent  appointed  Miss 
Comegys,  Delaware,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut,  and  Mrs.  Rath, 
bone,  Michigan,  a  committee  to  prepare  the  volume. 

Rev.  Everade  Meade,  rector  of  historic  old  Pohick  Church 
of  which  Washington  was  vestryman  for  years,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Qouncil  and  stated  that  an  eflFort  is  to  be  made  to  re- 
store the  interior  of  the  church  according  to  the  plans  drawn 
by  General  Washington.  This  church  was  thoroughly  dis- 
mantled during  the  war  ;  the  temporary  furnishings  need  re- 
pair and  will  be  taken  out  entirely  if  the  funds  can  be  secured. 
The  Mount  Vernon  Chapter  of  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  at  Alexandria  will  commend  the  work  to  their 
organization,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  funds  necessary 
will  soon  be  secured. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Council  last  year,  no 
kerosene  was  used  in  the  Mansion  this  year.  A  beautiful  set 
of  candelabra,  holding  thirteen  candles,  adorned  the  dining. 
table,  and  was  presented  to  the  Council  by  Mrs.  Ball,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Virginia,  on  behalf  of  her  State. 

A  resolution  against  smoking  in  the  buildings  and  gar- 
dens was  passed  on  account  of  the  danger  from  fire.  Thus 
the  visitors,  it  is  hoped,  will  help  to  "preserve  Mount  Vernon, 
the  sacred  spot,  where  rest  the  mortal  remains  of  George 
Washington." 

After  a  pleasant  session,  the  Council  adjourned  Thurs- 
day, May  16,  1901,  to  meet  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  1902. 


GOVERNING  THE  GRAND  COUNCIL 

OFTHB 

RoDnt  VernoB  Lalies'  fssociatlon  of  tte  Utioii, 

AS  REVISED  MAV  21,  1901. 


See  Minutes  of  1890,  page  36,  and  Minutes  of  1895,  page  66. 


The  Grand  Council  shall  be  opened  by  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  and  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer  daily  while  in 
session. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  previous  Council  and 
the  report  of  the  Regent,  a  part  of  each  day  shall  be  devoted 
by  the  various  committees  to  preparing  their  reports 

The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Regent  for  the  proper  management  and  care  of  Mount 
Vernon,  and  shall  make  their  reports  in  writing: 

Committee  on  Records. 

Committee  on  Library. 

Committee  on  Relics. 

Committee  on  Tombs. 

Committee  on  Mansion  and  Out-buildings. 

Committee  on  Press. 

Committee  on  Grounds,  Trees  and  Shrubs. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

Committee  on  By-Laws. 

Committee  on  Furniture  of  Mansion. 

Committee  on  Index  of  Minutes. 
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Committee  on  Farm. 

Committee  on  Kitchen  Garden. 

There  shall  not  be  less  than  three  Vice-Regents  on  each 
committee.  If  the  chairman  *of  any  committee  shall  be  una- 
ble to  attend  the  Grand  Council,  she  shall  notify  in  time  the 
next  Vice- Regent  on  the  list  of  said  committee  of  her  intended 
absence. 

The  committees  shall  make  their  reports,  if  possible,  upon 
the  third  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council,  in  the 
order  in  which  the  Regent  shall  call  for  them. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Mount  Vernon  shall  be 
presented;  it  shall  be  carefully  read  and  deliberated  upon  by 
full  Council. 

The  Superintendent's  report  and  that  of  the  Gardener 
shall  then  follow  in  their  order. 

All  important  contracts  shall  be  signed  by  the  Regent 
after  having  been  approved  by  the  Council. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RECORDS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  keep  a  written 
list  of  all  the  records  appertaining  to  Mount  Vernon  and 
where  deposited,  and  report  what  records  of  importance  are  in 
their  charge. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  procure  the  books  and  charts  formerly  belonging  to  Wash- 
ington or  copies  of  editions  of  the  same  date,  a  list  of  which 
is  found  in  Lossing's  "Home  of  Washington"  and  in  the  Guide- 
Book.  They  shall  make  a  catalogue  of  all  the  books  and  a 
duplicatelshall  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  Records.  They 
shall  examine  the  shelves  and  see  if  the  books  and  charts  are 
kept  in  a  proper  condition.  The  key  to  the  book-cases  shall 
be  placed  in  the  iron  safe  in  charge  of  the  Superintendent. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  RELICS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  examine  the 
cases  containing  relics  and  see  if  they  are  in  proper  condition 
and  correctly  labeled.  A  list  must  be  kept  of  the  relics  and 
by  whom  donated  or  purchased,  deposited  among  the  records^ 
and  a  list  of  the  contents  of  each  case  shall  always  be  placed 
in  said  case'.  The  chairman  of  this  committee  shall  have 
charge  of  the  keys,  which  must  he  left  only  with  the  Superin- 
tendent with  orders  that  they  be  kept  in  the  iron  safe,  that  the 
cases  shall  not  be  opened,  nor  the  relics  handled  nor  exam- 
ined by  any  person  without  consent  of  the  Regent  or  the 
chairman  of  this  committee,  except  in  event  of  some  emer- 
gency involving  the  salety  of  the  relics.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  chairman  or  the  one  acting  as  chairman  to  see 
that  any  relics  donated  or  loaned  or  withdrawn  during  the 
meeting  of  Council  be  so  recorded  in  the  Record  Book  of 
Relics. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TOMB. 
It   shall  be  the  .duty  of  this  committee  to   thoroughly 
examine  the  Tomb  and  its  surroundings,  and  report  their 
condition,  stating  what  repairs  are  necessary,  with  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  cost. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MANSION  AND  BUILDINGS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  examine  the 
Mansion,  out-buildings,  cellars,  etc.,  in  detail,  inspecting  all 
repairs  that  were  ordered  by  the  last  Council,  and  noting  what 
other  repairs  and  restorations  may  be  necessary.  A  report 
must  be  made  of  work  done  and  of  work  in  their  opinion  nec- 
essary for  the  coming  year,  and  with  approximate  estimate  of 
the  cost. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRESS. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  during  Council  to 
prepare  as  concise  a  statement  of  each  day's  matters  of  inter- 
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est  for  the  Press,  such  as  of  relics  received,  of  the  arrival  of 
Vice- Regents,  and  of  any  visitors  of  note, 

COMMITTEE  OS   GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  inspect  the 
grounds  with  the  Superintendent  and  to  see  if  the  roads,  walks, 
drains,  fences,  and  the  grounds  generally  are  in  good  con- 
dition, and  whether  the  instructions  of  the  previous  years  have 
been  faithfully  carried  out.  To  consult  with  him  as  to  what 
restorations  are  advisable,  what  trees  and  undergrowth  should 
be  removed  for  the  better  growth  of  others,  and  what  trees 
should  be  planted  to  replace  dead  ones. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GARDEN  AKD  GREEN-HOUSE. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  inspect  the  Gar- 
den and  Glass-houses,  to  thoroughly  inform  themselves 
whether  the  orders  given  to  the  Gardener  have  been  carried 
out ;  they  shall  examine  his  books  and  make  a  condensed  re- 
port of  the  same,  with  a  statement  of  requirements  for  the 
coming  year,  with  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  examine  the 
books  of  the  Superintendent  in  connection  with  the  Treasurer's 
report;  and  after  the  actual  balance  in  hand  is  ascertained,  all 
estimates  made  by  other  committees  for  repairs  and  restora- 
tions must  be  given  them,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  see  that  the  moneys  voted  by  Council  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  on  hand  and  the  accruing  income  of  the 
current  year. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FURNITURE  OF  MANSION. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee,  in  consultation  with  the 
Regent,  to  receive  or  reject  all  furniture,  pictures  and  relics 
given  or  loaned  to  this  Association.     It  is  also  their  duly  to 
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hand  the  relics  to  the  Relic  Committee,  and  to  see  to  the 
proper  placing  of  all  furniture  and  pictures,  having  taken  list 
of  same. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FARM. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  devise  and 
bring  before  Council  the  best  and  most  practical  plan  for 
making  the  farming  products  of  Mount  Vernon  more  remu- 
nerative, and  the  farm  more  self-supporting. 

DUTIES  AND  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

This  oflBcer  should  be  a  man  of  good  character  and  of 
business  capacity,  one  who  is  urbane  and  acceptable  to  the 
visiting  public,  and  who  will  see  that  the  labors  of  the  ser- ' 
vants  employed  upon  the  premises  are  intelligently  directed^ 
and  that  his  orders  are  obej'ed.     He  should  be  a  gentleman  of 
experience.     He  should  reside  at  Mount  Vernon.     He  should 
take  charge  of  all  daily  receipts  at  Mount  Vernon  and  turn 
over  the  same  at  stated  periods  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  proper 
receipts  therefor.     He  should  inform  the  Regent  monthly  in 
writing  of  the  amount  necessary  for  paying  salaries  and  all 
contingent  expenses,  so  that  the  Regent  may  draw  a  check  for 
the  proper  sum.      He  should  direct  all  the  mechanical  and 
agricultural  operations  of  the  place,  and  see  to  the  proper  care 
of  the  cattle  and  other  animals  upon  the  estate.     He  should 
keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  the  condition  of  the  Mansion,  and 
notify  the  Regent  promptly  of  any  needed  repairs.     As  the 
representative  of  the  Association  during  the  absence  of  the 
Grand  Council,  he  should  have  full  authority  over  all  the 
employees  on  the  estate,  and  in  case  of  any  serious  act  of  in- 
subordination he  should  promptly  check   the  same,  and  if 
necessary  discharge  the  oflFenders. 

This  oflScer  should  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Council  submit  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  estate, 
present  a  schedule  of  all  the  movable  property,  a  statement  of 
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moneys  which  have  passed  through  his  hands,  and  from  what 
sources  received,  and  of  matters  of  general  interest  connected 
with  the  Mansion  and  grounds. 

He  should  be  required  to  give  a  bond  with  sufficient 
surety  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

DUTIES  AND  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  THE  GARDNER. 

The  Gardener  should  reside  at  Mount  Vernon.  He 
should  have  full  authority  and  care  of  the  Garden  and  Glass- 
houses, and  should  carry  out  all  instructions  given  by  the 
Committee  on  Garden  and  Green-houses  in  regard  to  the 
proper  planting  and  preservation  of  the  Garden.  He  should 
keep  an  account  of  all  expenses  incurred  for  garden  imple- 
ments, and  for  extra  help,  of  receipts  from  the  sale  of  plants 
and  flowers,  and  he  should  turn  over  all  moneys  at  stated 
periods  to  the  Superintendent.  He  should  present  a  detailed 
statement  in  writing  each  month  to  the  Regent,  and  of  the 
receipts  and  expenses  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council. 

That  the  Regent  and  six  Vice- Regents,  or  seven  Vice- 
Regents  in  the  absence  of  the  Regent,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  Board. 

Any  of  the  By-Laws  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  added 
to  b)^  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  members  present  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  after  due  notice  has  been  given 
at  a  previous  meeting. 

(Signed)      Ida  A,  Richardson^ 

Justine  V.  R,  Townsend, 
Letitia  H.  Walker, 
Committee  on  Revision  of  By-Laws. 
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COMPLETE   LIST  OF   ALL  OFFICERS   OF  MOUNT 

VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 
OF  THE  UNION. 

Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1878. 

MISS  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Resigned  1873;    Died  1874. 

(658.    VIce-Regcnts. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North  Carolina 

8.    Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.    Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Alabama 

6.    Mrs.  Catherine  A.  McWillie,  died  1873 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1895  . . .  .Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865 . .  .Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1868 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

18.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861,  app.  1857.  .Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delawate 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hampshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

(859. 

28.     Mrs.  Elizabeth  WiUard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois 

24.     Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 MinnesoU 

26.    Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891     Pennsylvania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1888 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

BO.     Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878;  app.  1860 .Missouri 

SI.     Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker North  Carolina 
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82.    Mrs.  Mary  Chesnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

88.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat Maine 

84.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

85.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899  South  Carolina 

86.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hickman,  resigned  1867 Nevada 

87.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Steams,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

88.  Mrs.Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866  Ohio 

89.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1866 Texas 

S867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Bmory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

48.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

S868. 
44.     Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884;  app.  1868 , Florida 

J870* 
46.    Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48-     Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

J872. 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs  Mary  T.  Barnes  District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873     Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent. 

MRS.  LILY  L.  M.  BERGHMAN. 

SECOND  RBGBNT,  1874-1891. 

Died  1891, 

S874.    Vice-Regents* 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1888  Tennessee 

1875. 

56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones  Nevada 


55 

S87^ 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1880 Virginia 

J879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

S880* 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

S885* 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

S888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker Florida 

S889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst. California 

S890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder New  Hampshire 

mu 

75.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macal ester  Laughton, 
Second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

THIRD  REGENT. 

S893.    Vice-Regents. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1891 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Frances  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 
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I893-94. 
88.    Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  19G0 Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Mazey Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell Ohio 

J900* 

90.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  P.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer Wes*  Virginia 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THC 


loDit  reM  Men'  AssocisM  ol  flu  Diiii. 


REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

New  York  City. 
Summer  Address,  Southampton,  Long  Island. 


VICE   REGENTS. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  District  of  Colombia. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  MassacbuaetU. 

MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Kansas. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE.  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 

MRS.  ALICE  H.  HILL,  Colorado. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  CdMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California, 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  PLANDRAU.  Minnesota. 

MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER,  New  Hampshire. 

MRS.  GEORGIA  P.  WILDER.  Georgia. 

MRS.  GEORGE  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Maryland. 

MRS.  HELEN  FIELD  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  MissonrL 

MRS.  MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Tennessee. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York, 

MRS.  WILLIAM  AMES,  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  CHAS.  C.  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania, 

MRS.  FRANCES  C.  MAXEY,  Texas. 

MRS.  ROBERT  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 
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■AN  RENSSELAER.  West  Vii^nia. 
:AMPBELL,  Ohio. 
[ANDERSON,  Nebraska. 
US  PRINGLE.  Souib  Carolica. 
F.  BARRET,  Kentucky. 
DBNBV,  Indiana.    ' 

SECRETARY. 

ER  WARD Ottawa,  Smb. 

TREASURER. 

GS Waahingtoa,  D.  C. 

tlDBNT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
ODGE  ....  Mt.  Vernoa,  on  the  Potomac.  V*. 
ISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
Mt.  Ventoti,  on  the  Potomac,  Va. 

ADVISORY    COMMITTEE. 

t.RR  .  .  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Waahfngton,  D.  C. 
a77  Lexington  Ave.,  New  Yotk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

moMMt  Uenieii  Ddies'  Hssociatien  of  tbe  ttiileii, 

HELD  AT 

MT.  VERNON.  FAIRFAX  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA 

May.  1902. 


PRESENT : 

Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  Regent. 

Mrs.  Walker,  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 

Mrs.  Ball,  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Ward,  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

Miss  Longfellow,  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

Miss.  Comegys,  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Conover,  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  Graham,  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Webb,  Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  Townsend,  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

Mrs.  Ames,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 

Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 

Mrs,  Barret,  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies*  As- 
sociation of  the  Union,  having  charge  of  the  home  and  tomb 
of  Washington,  is  again  presented  to  the  public  through  the 
reports  of  its  officers  and  committees  as  given  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  May  8-17,  1902. 


THE  REGENT'S  REPORT. 


Since  last  we  met  in  Council  in  this  historic  spot,  aa- 
other  year  has  closed  upon  us.  But  it  is  ever  with  renewf^d 
delight  that  we  look  forward  to  this  happy  reunion  in  the 
home  of  Washington — so  dear  and  sacred  to  us  all. 

We  greet  today  some  loved  faces  that  have  been  missed 
from  our  circle  during  the  past  two  years;  while  our  hearts 
are  made  glad  by  strong  ties  of  friendship  and  sympathy. 

But  alas!  the  angel  of  death  has  been  with  us,  and 
from  our  midst  has  taken  two  dear  ones:  Mrs.  Fannie  G. 
Baker,  Vice  Regent  of  Florida,  who,  for  a  long  period,  was 
delicate  in  health,  was  always  earnest  in  her  line  of  work, 
which  led  her  closely  in  the  footsteps  of  our  Savior.  In  the 
highest  sense,  her  greatest  happiness  was  to  make  others 
happy;  and,  when  finally,  she  was  called  to  a  better  land, 
it  was  but  the  completion  of  that  happiness. 

The  second  associate  to  leave  us  was  Mrs.  Alexander 
Mitchell,  Vice  Regent  of  Wisconsin,  and  our  Dean,  who, 
ripe  in  years,  passed  peacefully  to  the  higher  and  better  life 
to  which  she  had  long  looked  forward.  A  rich  memorial  of 
her  character,  her  judicious  mind,  her  kindness  of  heart,  and 
her  great  work,  will  be  given  by  her  loving  friend,  Mrs. 
Sweat,  who  was  in  constant  sympathy  with  her  during  many 
long  and  trying  years. 

And  now  to  return  to  our  work.  I  am  happy  to  state, 
that  in  the  care  of  our  lawns  and  trees  during  the  past  year, 
vigilance  and  energy  have  never  failed. 

After  the  adjournment  of  Council,  our  secretary  sent 
me  the  answer  of  Mr.  Sargent  to  the  resolution  of  Council 
which  he  declined  to  consider — as  he  must  have  "free 
hand  "  or  he  could  not  assist  us.  At  the  request  of  the  sec- 
retary I  replied  to  his  letter.  I  recalled  to  his  memory  the 
purport  of  my  first  letter,  asking  his  aid  in  the  treatment  of 
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•several  trees — a  few  planted  by  Washington,  himself,  and 
urged  that  he  should  restore  them  to  health  and  vigor  be- 
fore it  should  be  too  late.  There  was  no  allusion  to  the 
work  of  beautifying  or  adornment  of  any  kind,  for  our  love 
•of  Mount  Vernon  and  its  precious  trees  forbade  us  to  think 
of  any  change  in  the  well  known  grounds  of  Washington's 
home.  His  answer  was  a  refusal.  He  must  have** free 
hand"  or  he  would  take  no  part  in  the  work. 

All  other  orders  given  by  Council,  last  year,  have  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  steamboat,  Charles  Macalaster,  was  withdrawn  from 
service  for  annual  repairs  on  January  22d,  and  was  to  have 
resumed  its  trips  by  February  22d;  but,  owing  to  the  then 
high  waters,  it  could  not  land  at  any  wharf;  and,  as  this 
occurred  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  Prince  Henry,  of  Prussia, 
admiral  of  the  German  navy,  the  boat  lost  a  large  number 
of  visitors  on  the  day  of  his  visit.  Its  trips  were  not  re- 
sumed until  March  3d,  1902. 

Last  year,  a  grand-daughter  of  Queen  Victoria  visited 
Mount  Vernon;  this  year,  her  grand-son,  on  his  visit  to 
Washington,  expressed  his  wish  to  lay  some  flowers  upon 
the  tomb  of  America's  great  general,  George  Washington. 
At  the  request  of  the  German  Ambassador,  de  von  Hollen- 
ben,  I  sent  an  invitation  to  his  Highnesss  and  suite,  through 
the  commissioner  appointed  by  Secretary  Hay.  The  Ger- 
man Ambassador  took  charge  of  all  invitations. 

In  the  pressure  for  time  of  the  Prince's  itinerary,  it  was 
suggested  to  him  that  the  trip  to  Mount  Vernon  be  given 
up.  But  the  Prince  said  ^'  No.  That  is  a  beautiful  mission." 
He  came;  and  the  Regent  and  seven  Vice  Regents  were 
present  to  meet  him — Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Comegys, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Mrs.  Rathbone. 

At  the  tomb,  he  laid  a  superb  wreath — very  large  and 
of  the  choicest   flowers  —  upon    the  last  resting  place  of 
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Washington,  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  Kaiser  Wilhelm, 
the  Emperor  of  Germany.  Another,  equally  large  and  beau- 
tiful, he  placed  at  the  rear  of  the  tomb,  as  his  own  tribute^ 
in  the  name  of  the  Admiral  of  the  German  Navy. 

A  pretty  incident  occurred  as  he  entered  the  gates. 
He  saw  his  own  photographer  arranging  his  camera  to  take 
a  picture.  The  Prince  spoke  to  one  of  his  suite,  ordering 
that  no  picture  be  taken.  At  the  grave  of  Washington^ 
**  nothing  but  reverence  should  be  thought  of." 

The  memorial  to  be  made  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Ann 
Pamela  Cunningham  has  been  prepared,  and,  as  it  was  read 
to  me,  I  felt  it  was  a  tribute  worthy  of  the  grand  work  she 
accomplished.  Our  Vice  Regent  of  Maine  has  also  sum- 
marized, in  few  words,  a  memorial  which  I  have  read  this 
spring  for  the  first  time,  in  the  book  just  published  by 
Judge  Sener. 

The  order  given  at  last  Council  to  have  our  portraits 
and  other  pictures  cleaned  and  restored,  if  necessary,  has 
been  attended  to.  In  regard  to  Peale's  equestrian  portrait 
of  Washington,  it  needed  so  many  repairs,  such  as  re-lining, 
re-touching,  etc.,  as  the  paint  is  hardened  and  is  dropping 
off,  that  it  still  remains  at  the  gallery. 

The  important  protection  to  our  river  front,  by  the  sea 
wall,  was  begun  in  1895,  ^^^  ^^^  J^^^  ^^^^i  completed  a  few 
days  since.  The  wall  is  of  solid  masonry,  2150  feet  long,  6 
feet  high,  above  mean  low  tide.  The  foundation  extends 
from  2  to  4  feet  below  mean  low  tide,  according  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  bottom.  The  wall  at  base  is  3  feet  thick,  and 
at  top  2  feet.  It  is  built  of  Potomac  blue  gneiss  stone,  and 
has  a  coping  of  Hudson  River  blue  stone. 

The  sea  wall  is  a  present  from  Mrs.  Hearst, 

the  Vice  Regent  for  California,  and  cost .  .  .  $15651.78 

1893,  the  reclaiming  of  the  swamp  land  was 

another  gift  of 2028.00 

1891-2,  the  Shelter  Pavilion  on  wharf  ....  1046.88 

1896,  the  Hay  Barracks 142.85 

1897-1900,  for  telephone  line  and  rental  .  .  .  1550.00 

Total $20418.96 

Altogether  the  expenditures  of  Mrs.  Hearst  exceed  $20,000.00. 
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I  find,  upon  arriving  here  that  there  has  been  a  delay 
in  sending  the  stone  for  the  coping  of  the  sea  wall,  but  the 
money  statement  is  correct  for  the  entire  completion. 

Our  Superintendent  has  had,  this  year,  in  addition  to 
his  regular  duties,  the  arduous  work  and  responsibilities 
connected  with  the  restoring  of  the  trees.  And  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  no  one  could  have  more  conscientiously,  faith- 
fully and  actively  fulfilled  his  duties. 

During  his  absence,  in  August,  our  Assistant  carried  out 
the  plans  and  directions  with  which  he  was  charged  most 
faithfully,  as  has  always  been  his  record. 

Mr.  Whelan,our  gardener,  has  been  quite  ill  during  this 
spring;  but,  at  present,  he  seems  to  have  resumed  his  usual 
health.  The  garden  shows  due  care,  and  as  usual,  is  rich  in 
flowers. 

And  now,  dear  ladies,  with  apologies  for  this  long  pa- 
per, and  the  best  wishes  and  earnest  prayers  of  a  loving 
Leader,  let  me  urge  you  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
Founder,  whose  grand  work  in  preserving  Mount  Vernon  to 
our  country  ranks  our  Association  as  foremost  in  all  patri- 
otic *work.  The  day  may  still  come  when  the  saving  of 
Mount  Vernon  may  be  the  one  great  cause  of  safety  to  our 
nation — a  nucleus  around  which  may  gather,  in  its  love  and 
pride  of  Washington — ^^that  bulwark  of  safety,  the  common 
sense  of  the  people  of  America. 

Dear  ladies,  can  our  Association  do  better  than  follow  in 
the  safe  lines  bequeathed  to  us  in  the  last  words  of  Ann 
Pamela  Cunningham? 

Let  us  read,  mark  and  inwardly  digest  that  safeguard 
which  should  be  the  motto  of  our  association  always — Con- 
servatism, first  and  even  unto  the  end  —  Conservatism  in 
every  thought  and  action  connected  with  our  sacred  charge. 

Justine  V.  R.  Townsend. 

Regent  Mt.  Vernon  Association. 
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The  Farewell  Address  of  the  Founder  and  First  Rejent  of  the  Mount 

Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union.    * 

To  the  Council  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Association 

of  June,  1874: 

Ladies: — It  was  my  intention  as  well  as  my  duty  to 
have  met  you  at  this  time,  and  conformed  in  person  to  the 
legal  requisitions  accompanying  a  resignation  so  important 
as  mine,  but  providence  does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you  as  to  me;  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  important 
in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves;  to 
say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or  duties  laid 
down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work — not  to  be  lightly  re- 
garded, for  they  were  pledges  to  future  generations  as  well 
as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts  which  conceived  the  res- 
cue of  the  home  of  Washington,  of  the  completion  of  a 
worthy  tribute  to  public  integrity,  private  virtue,  an  expres- 
sion of  the  gratitude  due  and  felt  by  a  country  destined  to 
act  such  an  important  part  in  the  drama  of  the  world,  con- 
ceived it  with  all  the  reverence  felt  in  older  regions  for  the 
resting  places  of  their  honored  dead,  where  only  pious 
hands  are  permitted  to  be  in  charge,  so  as  to  have  them  car- 
ried down  to  admiring  ages  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
left. 

Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when 
an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and  tomb  of 
Washington,  the  Father  of  his  Country,  from  all  changes, 
whether  by  law  or  desecration;  such,  to  the  last  owner  of 
Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from 
his  hands;  such,  to  the  legislature  of  his  mother  state,  ere 
she  gave  us  legal  right  over  it;  such  we  are  bound  to  keep. 
Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as  our  intelligence  and  legal 
obligations.  The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around  it  should 
'.  ..  be  religiously  guarded  from  changes — should  be  kept  ^- 
-/•'  'Wa^Kirigton  left  them. 
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Ladies,  the  home  of  our  Washington  is  in  your  charge. 
See  to  It  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington!  Let 
no  irreverent  hands  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it 
with  the  fingers  of — progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  house 
In  which  he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and 
died!  Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours  be  saved 
from  change!    Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thou- 
sands from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home  of 
Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  this  country,  let 
them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead, 
pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till 
the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in  America; 
let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for  the  home  of 
our  hero! 

Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held — 
-since  December  2,  1853.     Respectfully, 

Ann  Pamela  Cunningham. 
June  I,  1874. 
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REPORT  Of  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  the  Regent  and  the  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association: 

Ladies: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  my  stewardship  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April 
30,  1902. 

The  contemplation  of  the  awful  disasters  of  flood  and 
storm  which  visited  with  havoc  and  distress  the  various  sec- 
tions of  our  country  during  the  past  twelve  months  gives  us 
abundant  reasons  for  believing  that  this  historic  property 
has  been  providentially  protected. 

That  it  shall  ever  be  our  turn  to  face  such  troubles  God 
forbid,  but  lest  it  is  otherwise  decreed  I  have  striven  to  be 
prepared  by  what  safeguards  circumstances  have  allowed* 

SEA   WALL. 

By  the  completion  of  the  solid  masonry  sea  wall  our  river 
shore,  for  a  distance  of  2,150  feet,  is  now  made  safe  to  resist 
the  often  terrific  force  of  wave  wash.  This  important  im* 
provement  was  begun,  as  you  will  remember,  in  1895,  ^^^ 
from  year  to  year  has  been  extended  until  now  its  expected 
limit  is  attained.  Upon  a  concrete  foundation  4  feet  wide 
and  2  to  4  feet  deep,  below  mean  low  tide,  the  wall  is  built 
6  feet  high,  3  feet  thick  at  base  and  2  feet  at  top.  Hudson 
river  blue  stone  coping  covers  the  wall  now  a  distance  of 
975  feet,  and  1175  feet  of  coping  is  already  ordered  to  cover 
the  balance.  When  this  is  laid  the  total  cost  will  foot  up> 
$15,651.78 — all  contributed  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Cali- 
fornia. 

COBBLESTONE   GUTTERS. 

To  better  the  surface  drainage  of  hills  and  roads,  and 
provide  easier  escape  of  water  following  heavy  rain  storms^ 
long  stretches  of  the  old  and  defective  cobblestone  gutters 
were  relaid.      To  prevent   the   lodgement   of    grass   roots 
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therein  gas-tar  was  applied;   and  this  treatment  acts  also  in 
giving  better  bond  to  hold  the  stone  in  place. 

BRICK   PAVEMENTS. 

Brick  pavements  were  laid  on  the  main  walk  of  the 
flower  garden  and  in  place  of  the  old  board  walk  approach- 
ing  the  tomb.  This  has  proven  especially  satisfactory  to 
visitors  in  inclement  weather.  The  passageway  in  cellar  of 
mansion  was  repaved  also  with  new  brick. 

TRIMMING  TREES. 

To  prolong  the  life  of  the  old  trees  of  the  estate,  many 
of  which  have  historic  interest,  required  careful  treatment. 
Efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  Prof.  Sargent  failed  and  I 
was  then  directed  by  the  Regent  to  engage  experienced 
climbers  and  proceed  as  best  I  could  with  this  important 
work.  Having  for  guide  an  excellent  little  book  Prof.  Sar- 
gent sent  me — a  treatise  on  pruning  forest  and  ornamental 
trees,  by  Des  Cars — the  task,  though  tedious,  was  made  plain 
and  interesting  for  me. 

The  main  difiiculty  encountered  was  to  find  men  willing 
to  risk  their  lives  climbing  the  largest  trees.  One  soon  re- 
signed, another  permanently  crippled  himself  by  a  slip  of 
his  axe,  so  that  I  have  had  but  one  climber  for  all  that  has 
been  done. 

My  object  has  been  to  do  the  most  essential  work  first, 
such  as  cutting  away  dead  branches,  the  shortening  of  over- 
grown limbs,  filling  cavities  and  sealing  against  the  exten- 
sion of  decay.  Gas-tar  was  applied,  as  recommended,  to 
heal  all  wounds  mad^. 

Many  trees  were  being  injured  by  others  struggling  for 
existence  too  near  them — thus  it  was  fond  necessary  to  re- 
move several. 

To  dig  out  the  large  stumps,  cut  the  wood  into  shape 
for  fuel,  haul  the  fuel  away  and  destroy  countless  loads  of 
brush  kept  other  men  employed. 
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What  pruning  was  done  the  past  winter  is  preliminary 
to  a  more  thorough  shaping  of  the  trees  during  another 
year.  Attention  has  been  given  first,  naturally,  to  the  trees 
about  the  lawns,  a  count  of  which  shows  that  269  have  been 
pruned  and  53  removed.  To  continue  this  work  throughout 
our  woodland  will  be  beneficial  and  necessary,  but  a  much 
larger  force  of  men  must  be  employed  for  its  early  accom- 
plishment.   The  cost  of  the  work  so  far  amouts  to  $407.45. 

COMPOST    FOR    LAWNS. 

In  connection  with  the  improvement  of  trees,  the  soil 
covering  their  roots  was  heavily  mulched  with  rich  compost. 
Seven  scow  loads  of  this  material  were  purchased  and  spread 
upon  ten  acres  of  wheat,  four  acres  of  pasture,  three  acres  of 
orchard,  the  flower  garden,  the  kitchen  garden,  as  well  as 
all  the  lawns.  Notwithstanding  the  liberal  enrichment  of 
our  lawns  last  autumn  I  must,  with  regret,  point  to  their  poor 
appearance  now,  but  with  no  idea  as  to  its  cause  or  complete 
remedy.  The  only  consolation  I  have  is,  that  the  same  con- 
dition prevails  throughout  this  section  and  in  Washington, 
where  special  care  has  failed  to  produce  better  results.  The 
bare  spots  indicate  where  that  pest — wire  grass — is  deeply 
rooted  but  the  top  has  died.  Such  places  have  been  raked 
and  sown  with  lawn-grass  seed  and  white  clover.  Soon 
these  blemishes  will  be  obliterated. 


GREENHOUSE. 

The  propagating  house  at  east  end  of  flower  garden — 
that  built  in  1891,  from  donation  by  Vice  Regent  for  Wis- 
consin— I  reported  at  last  Coucil  as  needing  extensive  re- 
pairs. Accordingly,  its  reconstruction  was  arranged  for  and 
put  in  execution  last  summer.  The  woodwork  was  entirely 
rebuilt.  Of  course,  most  of  the  glass  was  used  again.  The 
total  cost  of  these  repairs,  including  glazing,  painting  and 
new  stages,  was  S222.10. 
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GREENHOUSE   HEATERS. 

At  the  same  time  I  carried  out  the  authorization  of 
Council  by  changing  the  old  cast  iron  heating  coils  which 
had  done  good  service  in  the  three  greenhouses  for  upward 
of  twenty  years,  but  found  to  be  weakened  by  age,  replacing 
them  with  modern  wrought  iron  tubing.  The  heating  ca- 
pacity has  been  increased.  Not  a  joint  or  valve  has  leaked. 
A  Washington  firm  contracted  for  this;  the  bill  was  $580.00. 

WAGON   SHED  AND    BARN-YARD    FENCE. 

Council  also  authorized  me  to  arrange  better  facilities 
and  shelter  for  our  farming  wagons  and  other  implements, 
by  an  extension  of  shed  from  barnyard  toward  the  carpen- 
ter's shop.  This  was  roofed  with  corrugated  iron,  with  eave 
gutter,  etc.,  the  work  being  dene  by  our  regular  employes, 
who  also  rebuilt  the  barn-yard  fence,  which  was  beyond  the 
possibility  of  ordinary  repairs.  I  slightly  enlarged  the  en- 
closure to  give  better  chance  for  turning  wagons,  as  well  as 
for  the  accommodation  of  stock.     Cost  of  shed  and  fence, 

«73.37. 

MARBLE  TABLET  IN  TOMB. 

To  allay  the  frequent  criticism  on  the  part  of  visitors, 
the  position  of  the  marble  tablet  in  the  tomb  naming  date 
and  maker  of  the  sarcophagi  was  changed  to  where  it  would 
no  longer  be  seen  from  the  doorway. 

The  interior  and  exterior  of  the  tomb  enclosure  had 
some  repairing. 

MISCELLANEOUS   REPAIRS. 

I  always  have  to  report  a  number  of  repairs  unforseea 
at  the  beginning  of  our  fiscal  year  and  which  therefore  do 
not  appear  in  the  list  of  ''approximate  estimates''  submitted 
to  Council.  As  a  rule  they  are  incidental  in  character  and 
attended  to  by  our  regular  employes. 

After  the  Broadus  family  moved  from  the  west  lodge 
gate  the  buildings  were  made  ready  for  the  next  occupants- 


i6 


1^ 


It  was  found  necessary  to  entirely  renew  the  plastering  of 
the  two  lodges,  also  the  roof  of  the  kitchen. 

A  better  chimney  was  provided  for  the  coachman's 
kitchen,  his  cabin  whitewashed,  his  roof  painted  and  a  store- 
room added. 

The  old  seed  house  ( designated  school  room),  in  the 
flower  garden,  required  new  sills  and  floor. 

The  plastering  and  woodwork  in  the  laundry  was 
patched,  the  walls  and  ceilings  calcimined  and  the  wood- 
work painted. 

The  galvanized  iron  work  at  the  railway  gate,  also  the 
metal  and  shingle  roof  of  the  two  lodges  there  were  painted. 

The  shingle  roof  of  the  housekeeper's  cabin,  and  quar- 
ters, every  metal  roof  and  eave  gutter,  had  similar  attention. 

Leaks  in  the  tin  roof  of  library  porch,  shingle  roof  of 
Aiansion  and  other  buildings  were  promptly  corrected. 

Wire  screens  for  doors  and  windows  were  removed 
after  fly  season  and  during  the  winter  were  repaired,  paint- 
ed and  made  ready  for  spring.  Now  they  are  in  position 
again. 

Inclement  weather  of  winter  was  used  for  much  interior 
work  such  as  repainting  the  walls  of  library,  parlor  and  ban- 
quet hall.  Clocks  were  repaired  and  new  carpet  strips 
placed  at  some  of  the  doorways.  The  walls  of  the  family 
kitchen  were  cleaned,*  articles  of  furniture  mended,  floors 
stained,  additional  protection  given  the  mansion  stairs,  cur- 
tains in  family  dining  room  were  cleaned  and  relined.  Cel- 
lars of  all  the  buildings  have  been  cleaned  and  whitewashed. 
Brick  walls  were  pointed,  board  walks  repaired,  temporary 
walks  laid  during  winter,  ventilators  of  greenhouse  and  boil- 
er room  improved,  fences,  walls  and  buildings  whitewashed, 
block  pavement  at  railway  gate  extended,  the  farm  wagon 
repaired,  a  wagon  bridge  strengthened,  stalls  in  stable  im- 
proved, an  extension  ladder  was  rebuilt.  The  cabin  wells 
were  cleaned  as  usual.     The  steam  engines  were  inspected 
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by  an  expert  and  pronounced  safe  for  another  year.  The 
iron  hose  plugs  about  the  several  buildings  were  changed 
for  brass  connections.  The  chemical  engines  had  their  pe- 
riodical overhauling  and  new  hose  was  purchased  to  better 
the  equipment. 

Our  men  also  found  time  for  such  outside  painting  as 
the  balustrade  and  cornice  of  east  portico,  the  library  porch, 
wharf  pavillion,  flag  staffs,  greenhouse  sash,  and  palm  tubs, 
also  the  columns  of  colonades  leading  to  mansion. 

Some  painting  and  calcimining  was  done  in  the  quar- 
ters, kitchen,  spinning  house  and  lavatories.  Notices  were 
placed  conspicuously  to  warn  visitors  against  smoking  near 
the  buildings  or  in  the  flower'garden.  The  enforcement  of 
this  important  rule  has  been  made  easy  by  these  signs. 

DAY   LABORERS. 

a 

To  the  day  laborers  was  assigned  such  steady  employ- 
ment as  was  required  from  time  to  time.  They  dug  up  and 
repaved  the  Md  cobblestone  gutters,  tarring  them  when  fin- 
ished; they  did  the  excavating,  grading,  and  hauling  of 
material  incidental  to  the  new  brick  pavements ;  they  dug 
the  trenches  (looo  feet  in  all)  and  planted  the  privet  hedges; 
the  plowing,  planting,  making  hay,  hauling  and  spreading 
compost,  spading  gardens,  raking  lawns,  mending  roads  and 
walks;  in  fact,  all  the  farm  work  and  attention  to  grounds 
fell  to  their  share.  The  handling  of  brush,  stumps,  etc.,  after 
the  tree  trimmers  took  much  of  their  time,  also.  They 
transplanted  native  trees  and  shrubs  from  our  woods  to 
adorn  the  grounds — cedars,  holly,  dogwood,  laurel,  and  wild 
azalia ;  they  covered  the  terrace  west  of  the  tomb  with  sods 
of  myrtle;  also  extended  similar  protection  against  washing 
the  hillside  between  tomb  and  wharf.  Last  winter  an  op- 
portune freeze  gave  these  men  a  chance  to  fill  our  ice  house 
from  a  dam  two  miles  distant. 
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KITCHEN   GARDEN. 

« 

The  kitchen  garden  had  regular  attention  during  the 
past  season  and  supplied  the  employes  with  fresh  vegetables. 
An  especial  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  strawberry  bed, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  the  proximity  of  the  large  trees 
beyond  the  wall  harm  the  strawberries,  as  well  as  the  aspar- 
agus, and  I  have  to  suggest  changing  these  plants  to  the 
lower  terrace  this  year. 

The  grapevines  and  young  raspberries  are  thrifty  and 
promising. 

All  fruit  trees  and  vines  were  carefully  pruned.  The  fig 
bushes  now  released  from  winter  covering  show  they  are  in 
good  condition. 

Whether  the  young  plums,  pears,  apricots  and  quinces 
planted  next  the  high  brick  wall  will  succeed  needs  more 
time  to  determine.  At  present  they  are  thrifty  but  not  in 
fruit. 

In  the  hot  beds  were  grown  eariy  lettuce  and  radishes, 
while  our  stock  of  tomatoes  and  parsley  has  been  forced 
for  planting. 

Ground  was  enriched,  plowed  and  made  ready  for  this 
year's  crop  as  soon  as  the  late  spring  frosts  would  allow. 
Peas,  beans,  onions,  beets,  carrots,  corn  and  tomatoes  have 
been  planted.  For  potatoes  a  change  was  made  to  a  space 
of  new  ground  on  the  Gould  lot. 

To  improve  the  appearance  in  the  kitchen  garden  a 
gravel  walk  has  been  extended  across  the  lower  terrace, 
temporary  steps  connecting  the  upper  and  lower  walks. 

FARM. 

Following  gladly  a  recommendation  of  the  farm  com- 
mittee a  considerable  portion  of  the  manure  purchased  last 
autumn  was  applied  to  our  fields. 

About  i8  acres  received  this  valuable  ingredient  and  I 
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trust    similar  treatment  can   soon   be  extended  to  all  the 
fields  ID  turn. 

Last  year's  crop  of  corn,  millet  and  timothy  was  good. 
It  was  an  off  year  however  for  oats  throughout  this  section. 
Our  lots  this  year  are  utilized  as  follows:  14  acres  in  wheat 
(  sown  also  to  timothy  and  clover),  9  acres  in  oats,  10  acres 
in  timothy,  4  acres  seeded  to  permanent  pasture,  14  acres 
prepared  for  corn  and  14  acres  old  pasture. 

A  portion  of  the  swamp  meadow  may  be  used  for  fod- 
der,  corn  or  millet. 

All  the  produce  of  the  farm,  except  wheat  or  rye,  is 
consumed  by  our  stock  and  the  resultant  manurial  compost 
returned  to  the  soil.  With  more  frequent  applications  of 
lime  improvment  is  gradually  advancing.  I  hope  this  com- 
ing year  both  lime  and  manure  can  be  purchased. 

The  U.  S.  department  of  agriculture,  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  trees,  plants,  seeds,  etc.,  asked  of  us  last  autumn 
a  quantity  of  black  walnuts  for  propagating.  Thus  was  I 
able  to  partially  reciprocate  past  favors. 

LIVE   STOCK. 

Of  live  stock  there  are  now  five  horses,  six  cows,  three 
calves,  one  bull  and  eighteen  deer.  Several  fawns  and  one 
doe  died  last  winter.     Four  deer  and  five  calves  were  sold. 

Five  young  peafowls  were  purchased. 

A  hive  of  Italian  bees  was  received  from  the  Vice  Re- 
gent for  Connecticut  for  the  garden. 

Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  was  obtained  the 
quaint  old  coach,  which  many  will  remember  was  exhibited 
at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  as  the  Washington  coach. 
Though  its  original  ownership  is  questioned,  it  does  not  fail 
to  attract  much  interest  from  daily  visitors. 

The  comfort  and  appearance  of  the  office  are  greatly 
improved  by  the  carpet,  curtains  and  clock  selected  by  the 
Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 


DONATION'S. 

The  following  articles  were  received  and  duly  acknowl- 
edged: 

Miss  McFadden  (94  years)  repeated  her  former  kind- 
ness by  sending  two  new  flags,  one  for  fair  weather  and  one 
for  foul. 

Mr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  the  author,  sent  a  quaint  old 
engraving  representing  Washington's  death. 

From  Mr.  W.  R.  Benjamin,  of  New  York,  three  letters 
written  by  Miss  Cunningham  concerning  the  Mount  Vernon 
purchase. 

From  Mr.  J.  W,  Sargent,  of  Providence,  R.  I,,  an  Au- 
busson  carpet  and  a  pair  of  brass  andirons. 

From  descendants  of  General  Webb,  staff  officar  of 
Washington,  a  small  engraved  portrait.  This  was  hung  in 
the  banquet  hall  as  Council  decided. 

PEALE  PORTRAIT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  large  equestrian  portrait  of  Washington  before 
Yorktown,  was,  by  direction  of  the  Regent,  moved  to  the 
Corcoran  art  gallery  for  needed  repairs. 

DECORATION    OF   TOMh. 

May  30.  The  tomb  was  decorated  as  usual  on  Mem- 
orial day  with  the  national  emblem  and  a  profusion  of 
blooming  plants.     The  President  sent  a  handsome  wreath. 

June  8.  Officers  from  the  Brazilian  training  ship  "Ben- 
jamin Constant"  brought  a  floral  tribute  to  Washington. 

July  4.     Independence  day  was  duly  observed. 

December  14.  Masonic  lodges  placed  memorial  wreaths 
on  the  sarcophagus. 

February  22,  Washington's  birthday  was  suitably  re- 
membered by  evergreen  and  fioral  decoration. 

February  28.  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia  and  suite  pre- 
sinted  wreaths  and  planted  a  linden  tree. 
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lilarch  19.  The  Phi  Kappa  Psi  fraternity  planted  an 
elm  in  sight  of  the  tomb. 

April  17.  Count  Matsukata,  ex-prime  minister  of  Japan, 
and  Japanese  embassy,  were  interested  visitors  at  Washing- 
ton's resting  place. 

EMPLOYES. 

The  death  of  the  old  negro,  Thomas  Bushrod,  the 
rr'Jard  at  the  tomb,  occurred  shortly  before  Christmas.  He 
v/as  buried  at  Pohick  church  where  he  had  long  served  as 
sexton.  His  successor  here  is  Alfred  Jasper  whose  grand- 
father was  a  servant  of  Washington. 

Two  other  changes  occurred  among  the  employes. 
Quaas  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  assistant  gardener, 
vacated  by  Schubert.  Thomas,  the  efficient  carpenter  and 
guard,  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  L.  Rouse. 

Both  of  these  new  men  have  served  their  probationary 
term  satisfactorily. 

Indeed  it  gives  me  pleasuse  to  commend  all  the  em- 
ployes who  have  performed  their  duties  so  faithfully. 

The  steamboat  service  was  interrupted  by  heavy  ice  in 
January  and  the  opportunity  was  availed  of  by  the  boat 
company  to  make  needed  repairs. 

The  daily  trips  were  resumed  March   I. 

The  railroad  has  run  without  interruption  the  entire 
year. 

BROADUS    FAMILY. 

Last  Council  voted  to  defray  the  funeral  expenses  of 
old  Richard  Broadus,  ex-coachman  and  long  time  pension- 
er. I  found  the  expenses  amounted  to  about  $100,  and  had 
been  paid  out  of  savings  the  old  man  had  intended  for  his 
minor  children.  With  the  approval  of  the  Regent  I  opened 
an  account  in  the  National  Safe  Deposit,  Savings  and  Trust 
Co.,  of  Washington,  as  trustees  for  these  children  and  dc- 
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posited  the  $ioo.  There  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
(accumulating  interest)  until  the  youngest  child,  Alfred, 
now  about  sixteen,  becomes  of  age. 

Ladies,  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  at- 
tention to  this,  my  recital  of  affairs,  and  I  trust  your  exam- 
ination of  the  property  will  result  satisfactorily.  Particularly 
am  I  indebted  to  the  Regent  for  her  ever  patient  considera- 
tion of  the  inumerable  matters  with  which  I  have  to  trouble 
her  during  the  interim  of  Councils.  Her  decisions  and  di- 
rections show  how  deep  her  heart  is  in  this  work  of  preserv- 
ing and  protecting  Mount  Vernon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  faithfully  yours, 

Harrison  H.  Dodge, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  April  30,  1902. 


INVENTORY  OF  MOVABLE  PROPERTY. 
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Dayton  wagon  and  harness, 

Coach  and  harness. 

Horse-cart  and  harness, 

Hay- frame, 

Two-horse  mower. 

Two  one-horse  mowers, 

Two  hand  mowers, 

Horse  rake, 

Head  halters  for  horses, 

Two  two-horse  plows, 

One  one-horse  plow, 

Subsoil  plow, 

Road  scraper, 

Road  scoop, 

Two  wooden  harrows. 

Spring  tooth  harrow, 

Lawn  harrow. 

Three  stone  rollers, 

Cutting  box, 

Corn  sheller. 


Two  wagon-  jacks, 

Grindstone, 

Sledge  hammer. 

Five  iron  rakes, 

Farm  wagon  and  harness. 

Plow  harness. 

Cultivator, 

Nine  long-handle  shovels. 

Ten  short  handle  shovels, 

Three  spades. 

Ten  Mattocks, 

Fifteen  picks, 

One  garden  fork, 

Four  wooden  rakes. 

Nine  garden  hoes. 

Three  weeding  hoes. 

Two  coal  shovels, 

Two  grain  cradles, 

Two  grass  scythes  and  snathes. 

Two  brier  scythes. 
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Corn  seeder,  Corn  coverer, 

Grass  seeder,  Potato  drag, 

Three  double  shovels,  One  tile  spade, 

Five  hay  forks.  Two  sand  screens. 

Two  pitch  forks.  Six  axes, 

Two  manure  forks,  Three  cross-cut  saws. 

Forge  and  anvil,  Three  iron  wedges. 

Four  wheelbarrows.  One  doubletree, 

Two  crowbars,  Horse  bucket, 

One  sod  cutter.  Half-bushel  measure. 

Three  Ice  hooks,  Carpenter's  tools, 

Iron  rammer.  Nine  portable  fire-extinguishers, 

Wooden  rammer,  Appliances  for  chemical  engines. 

Jack  screw,  Four  Corn  knives. 

Mount  Vernon,  April  90, 1902. 

Financial  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  at  Mount  Vernon, 

April,  1Q02. 

RECEIPTS. 

Flowers $147  50 

Guide  books 186  00 

Mount  Vernon  Views  118  00 

Milk 55  30 

Butter 2  80 

"Maxims" 2  25 

'  •  Sketches  " 75 

"Homi" 15 

Lamp  oil 48 

Coach  fares 23  50 

Calf 10  00 

Canes 4  50 

Wharf  entrances 2  50 

1553  73 
ESTATE    RECEIPTS. 

Visitors  by  electric  railway,  7856,  at  25c 1,964  00 

Visitors  by  boat,  4840,  at  25c 1.085  00 

Wharfage  for  April,  1902 8  33 

Dept.  by  Superintendent  Total $3,611  06 
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EXPENDltURES. 

Pay-roll  of  employees 

Day  laborers — ^wages flOO  00 

Walter  Roberts— mill  feed 26  60 

Leadbeater  &  Sons— paints,  oils,  etc 25  20 

Leet  Brothers,  Mount  Vernon  views 42  03 

Andrew  Arnold — brooms 3  60 

C.  Schneider's  Sons,  porcelain  plates  (tree  markers). .  1  20 

Anton  Lerch — cleaning  bedspreads  and  shams 4  00 

Edward  S.  Schmied,  peafowls  (5) 15  00 

•  W.  H.  May  &  Sons,  plowshares,  etc 2  30 

Lewis  Gillingham,  repairing  Mount  Vernon  roads 4  50 

S.  J.  Bemkeimer,  repairing  harness 85 

Incidentals— telephone,  postage,  express 3  69 

Specials — 

Trimming  trees — laborer's  wages 

Hose  for  chemical  engines — M.  Lindsay  Rubber 

Co. — hose — 225  feet 

Greenhouse — Wm.  H.  Ernest,  flower  pots 

Tota  1 


.1,178  32 


228  97 
$L4C7  29 

62  95 

100  00 
8  10 

$1,578  34 
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STATE  REPORTS. 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

Birmingham,  Alabama,  May  i,  1902. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  two  entertain- 
ments given  in  the  interest  of  Mt.  Vernon,  also  visits  made 
to  various  organizations  and  schools  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  interes  to  our  people  in  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Letters  asking  for  information,  and  invitations  to  visit 

other  portions  of  the  state  indicate  that  a  deeper  interest 

will  from  this  date  forward  mark  the  records  of  our  State 
Reports. 

Steps  have  been  taken  towards  furnishing  the  Ala- 
bama Room,  and  relics  found  that  will  be  referred  to  the 
proper  Committee  before  purchasing. 

One  of  the  Ladies'  Clubs  has  written  that  they  will 
spend  one  afternoon  tacking  rags  for  a  carpet  for  the  Ala- 
bama Room  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Lizzie  Johnson  Johnston. 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORr. 

I  have  to  report  the  continuation  of  building  the  sea- 
wall to  protect  the  shores  of  the  Mount  Vernon  tract  pur- 
chased by  the  Association.  It  resulted  last  year  in  closing 
the  breach  of  nearlv  300  feet  next  the  wharf,  and  an  exten- 
sion at  the  eastward  end  of  45  feet,  making  the  total  length 
of  the  wall  2150  feet.  To  complete  the  wall  the  necessary 
coping  has  been  ordered  and  will  be  laid  this  season. 

My  annual  reports  have  so  long  been  of  sea-wall  con- 
struction that  I  trust  next  year  I  may  be  able  to  change  the 
subject. 

It  is  with  more  regret  than  I  can  express  that  I  am 
compelled  to  be  absent  from  Council  this  year. 

Phcebe  a.  Hearst, 

Vice  Regent  from  California. 
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COLORADO  NO  REPORT. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

I  regret  not  being  able,  this  year,  to  record,  as  I  did 
last,  any  Mount  Vernon  Celebration  in  Europe,  but  I  have 
scattered  our  reports  for  1901  among  American  residents 
abroad,  in  the  foreign  cities  where  I  have  sojourned,  hoping 
thus  to  enlighten  our  countrywomen  upon  the  work  of  our 
Association. 

Mrs.  Hepburn  Smith,  of  Milford,  Connecticut,  has 
again  shown  her  interest  in  Mt.  Vernon  by  the  gift  of  a 
curious  knitted  quilt  for  the  Connecticut  room,  the  work  of 
a  Spanish  girl,  in  the  early  seventies. 

With  the  object  of    renewing  the  old   associations  of 

this  estate,  I  have  supplied  a  hive  of  Italian  bees  for  the 

kitchen  garden,  and  also  five  young  pea  fowl. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

^*  Mr.  H.  Dodge:— 

"This  quilt. was  knitted  in  the  early  Seventies,  by  a  young  Spanish 
girl  for  her  brother  who  was  at  school  at  Claverack  on  Hudson,  New  York 
State.  His  name  was  Juan  Martinez,  from  Pincherra,  Spain.  He  af- 
terward gave  it  to  me.  I  have  had  it  twenty  years  or  more.  After  vis- 
iting Mt.  Vernon  last  summer,  I  decided  to  send  it  to  the  Connecticut 
room.  I  trust  it  may  remain  there  as  many  years  as  I  have  owned  it« 
Miss  Edith  Hall,  of  Washington,  tied  the  fringe  around  it. 

"  Mary  A.  Hepburn  Smith, 
"  December  26,  1901,  midnight.**  "of  Milford,  Conn." 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

Two  years  before  a  Vice  Regent  was  appointed  in  Del- 
aware, 1856,  1857  and  early  in  1858,  some  collections  were 
made  in  the  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mount  Vernon  As- 
sociation. The  record  book  of  the  work  done  at  that  time 
was  lost;  last  winter  it  was  found  at  Wilmington,  at  a  sale 
of  old  books,  and  was  presented  by  the  purchaser  to  the 
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Csesar  Rodney  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  They  recognized  the  fact  that  it  in  no  way 
concerned  their  organization,  and  have  presented  it  to  this 
Association,  through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegvs, 

Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  begs  to  report  the  gift  of 
a  French  clock,  date  of  the  First  Empire,  for  the  Georgia 
Room,  sent  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Savannah. 

Also  a  small  Colonial  chair  and  footstool  from  her  old 
home,  presented  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Minis,  of  Savannah. 

Georgia  Page  Wilder, 
Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

No  moneys  have  been  received  from  the  state,  except 
the  annual  gift  of  one  dollar  from  Mrs.  Sleeper,  of  lola, 
Kansas. 

Covers  for  bureau  and  wash  stand  in  Kansas  room  have 
been  given  by  two  Ottawa  young  ladies. 

Furniture  was  purchased  after  Council,  last  year,  at  a 
cost  of  S39.45,  balance  remaining  of  the  amount  contributed 
by  Kansas.     Reports  were  distributed  throughout  the  state. 

Jennie  Meeker  Ward, 
Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana  has  to  report  that,  as 
usual  for  a  number  of  years,  she  has  on  the  22nd  of  Febru- 
ary presented  to  the  public  school  children  in  New  Orleans, 
1500  copies  of  Andrew  Reed's  •*  Memorial  to  Washington," 
and  it  is  with  no  little  pleasure  she  returns  to  the  home  of 
Washington  a  dining  room  chair,  one  of  the  set  formerly 
here.     It  is  presented  by  Miss  G.  P.  Harrod,  and  her  broth- 
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B.  Morgan  Harrod,  of  New  Orleans.     The  following 
itory:     Miss  Harrod  writes: 

le  oame  of  the  lady  from  whom  my  father  got  the  chair  in  the 
as  escaped  my  memory;  she  was  a  relative  of  the  Lauraoce 
DD  of  that  time  and  he  gave  her  the  chairs.  My  sister,  Mrs. 
Campbell,  spent  several  summers  at  her  home,  near  Wash- 
She  told  my  father  of  these  chairs,  and  when  they  went  to  in- 
er  she  was  unwilling  to  sell  another,  but  being  urged,  showed 
of  a  stuffed  rocking  chair  she  would  give  one  in  exchange  for. 
[  it,  and  Ibis  one  came  in  exchange.  Mrs.  Judge  Mason 
s  chair  and  said  it  was  one  of  General  Washington's  din- 
chairs,  and  that  the  original  covering  of  the  seat  was  watered 
iTocco.    On  ripping  up  the  covering,  there  it  was." 

I  so  present  this  little  "housewife"  from  Miss  Geor- 
cKay.  It  was  once  the  property  of  Nellie  Custis  and 
Miss  McKay's  great-grandmother,  Mrs.  Clement, 
a  hundred  years  ago,  in  Philadelphia. 
urchased  the  pair  of  plated  candlesticks  from  H.  S. 
rman,  who  had  them  from  Elizabeth  Kreigh,  who 
;d  them  through  her  father,  Samuel  Kreigh,  from  her 
ither,  Wadsworth  Kreigh,  to  whom  they  were  given 
>nel  Humphreys,  one  of  General  Washington's  aide 
ps.  They  are  presented  to  General  Washington's 
im. 

d  to  the  regents  and  vice  regents  I  present  an  old 
ed  set  of  silver,  for  afternoon  tea. 

Ida  a.  Richardson, 

Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana, 

MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 
the  absence  of  any  report  of  work  done  in  my  state, 
imply  record  a  personal  action  of  my  own  which  re- 
Mount  Vernon.  While  in  England  last  summer,  I 
that  Prof.  Dyer,  of  Baliol  College,  at  Oxford,  who 
;ited  Mount  Vernon  recently,  deeply  regretted  not 
obtained  a  picture  of   Mount  Vernon.      I  have  sent 
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him  one  of  the  best  of  our  colored  views  and  receiv^ed  from 
him  a  most  cordial  letter  of  thanks. 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

I  am  not  able  to  report  much  work  done  for  Mount 

Vernon  this  year.     The  reports  have  been  distributed  and  a 

little  money  has  been  added  to  the  Massachusetts  fund  by 

reading  my  little  paper  on  Mount  Vernon. 

Mary  Mattoon  Chapter  D.  A.  R.,  Amherst  .   .   .  $5.00 
Miss  Caroline  Derby,  Boston 500 

The  curtains  in  the  Massachusetts  room  have  been  re- 
newed and  a  rug  over  one  hundred  years  old,  the  gift  of 
Mr.  John  Sargent,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  has  been  placed  on 
the  floor. 

The  antique  glass  mantel  ornaments  which  have  been 
badly  defaced  by  visitors,  have  been  carefully  restored  and 
are  now  placed  in  the  Ohio  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  M.  Longfellow, 

Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Michigan  state  report  is  mainly  concerned  with 
the  consummation  of  the  purchase  of  the  old  coach,  which 
was  exhibited  in  1876  as  Washington's  "  white  chariot.*' 
The  coach  was  purchased  in  June  1901,  for  $350.00,  and  was 
then  put  into  the  hands  of  a  carriage  maker  in  New  York, 
for  necessary  repairs.  The  cost  of  repairs  amounted  to 
S327,  making  the  total  expenditure  in  securing  the  old 
eoach,  J677.  This  expenditure  was  met  by  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Michigan  with  funds  contributed  by  the  Detroit  Mount 
Vernon  Society. 

Before  closing  her  report,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michi- 
Cf.in  would  like  to  add  a  few  words  in  memoriam  of  the  late 
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Vice  Regent  for  Florida*  Delicate  health  prevented  Mrs. 
Baker's  attendance  at  many  of  the  councils,  but  her  heart 
was  with  the  work,  and  she  was  always  looking  forward  to 
the  time  when  she  could  participate  more  actively.  Mrs. 
Baker  was  a  woman  with  much  gentleness  and  sweetness, 
with,  likewise,  much  firmness  and  loyalty  to  conviction, 
which  combination  makes  a  well  rounded  character.  We 
sympathize  with  the  sorrow  of  her  family  and  friends  in  her 
loss,  and  regret  her  place  left  vacant  at  our  Council  board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 

Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  report  my  inability  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  the  Council  this  year.  There  is  little 
to  report,  other  than  the  presentation  to  the  Minnesota 
Historical  Society  of  a  full  set  of  Mount  Vernon  reports, 
together  with  one  of  the  new  *' river  view"  photographs  of 
Mount  Vernon.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  reports  with  pleasure  con- 
tinued interest  of  the  Patriotic  Societies  in  the  work  of  the 
Association. 

The  gift  of  {39.30  from  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution — a 
beautiful  old  secretary — a  center  table  and  chair  for  the 
committee  room  in  the  east  quarters,  granted  by  Council  last 
year  to  the  Vice  Regents  from  Rhode  Island,  Texas  and 
Missouri.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Christine  Blair  Graham, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

As  Vice  Regent  for  the  state  of  Nebraska  I  make  the 
following  report: 
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I  received  and  distributed  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  igoi  and  corresponded  with  a  few  of  my  acquaintances 
in  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  association. 

The  following  contributions  were  made: 

Mrs.  George  A.  Josslyn $25.00 

Mrs.  Charles  N.  Dietz 10.00 

Mrs.    Herman  Kountze 5.00 

Mrs.  G.  W.   Wattles 5.00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Kilpatrick 5.00 

Personal,  R.  S.   M 5.00 

Total 155.00 

All  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

For  S50.00,  of  which  amount  I  enclose  my  check  on  the 
Omaha  National  Bank,  payable  to  the  order  of  Treasurer 
Riggs,  and  the  check  of  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  for  S5.00,  being  a 
total  of  $55.00. 

The  interest  of  our  young  state  in  the  objects  of  the 
association  will  undoubtedly  increase,  and  I  hope  the  socie- 
ties composed  of  the  descendants  of  those  who  served  in 
the  Colonial  wars  and  the  American  revolution  will  make 
proper  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  preservation 
and  care  of  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington. 

I  ask  the  acceptance  of  a  small  plate  that  came  to  me 
from  an  ancestor  on  the  paternal  side.  Experts  believe 
that  it  is  unique  and  that  all  others  like  it  were  destroyed. 

It  is  of  common  blue  ware,  known  at  the  time  of  its 
manufacture  as  semi-china.  The  face  of  the  plate  has  a 
representation  of  a  capitol  building,  very  similar  to  the  first 
erected  at  Washington,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  British 
in  the  war  of  1812.  On  the  back  of  the  plate  is  the  inscrip- 
tion, **  Mount  Vernon,  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Gardiner  G.  Hubbard,  deceased,  whose  knowledge 
of  historical  matters  was  profound,  told  me  several  years 
ago,  when  I  showed  him  the  plate,  that  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  another  like  it  in  the  world  and  that  it  bore  out 
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the  truth  of  the  statement  sometimes  made,  that  the  estate 
of  George  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  was  first  desired 
for  the  location  of  the  Federal  Capital,  and  it  was  while  that 
was  contemplated  that  these  plates  were  made. 

It  certainly  would  have  been  most  fitting  that  this  beauti- 
ful place  should  have  been  selected,  not  only  because  of  its 
convenience  and  suitable  surroundings,  but  in  recognition  of 
the  great  service  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  Washington  himself  prevented  such  location,  be- 
cause of  his  desire  to  maintain  his  home  and  perhaps  the 
dread  that  he  might  be  charged  with  self  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rebekah  S.  Manderson, 
Vice  Regent  for  Nebrasjca. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  fqr  New  Hampshire  reports  that  on 
April,  Second,  ult.,  she  received  from  the  Assignee  of  the 
Cheshire  Provident  Institution,  Keene,  N.  H.,  a  check  for 
(816.51)  payment  of  third  dividend,  ordered  by  the  court — 
being  10  per  cent  of  amount  due  the  Association  on  the 
** Sarah  King  Hale"  fund,  by  the  Commissioner. 

This  check  was  sent  Mr.  Riggs,  treasurer.     His  acknowl- 
edgement of  same  is  herewith  enclosed.     She  deeply  regrets 
unavoidable  absence  from  Council. 
;  Abby  K.  Winder, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  May  7,  1902. 

"April  4.  1902. 
**  Mrs.  a.  R.  Winder,  Vice  Regent  for  N.  H., 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

*'  My  Dear  Madame — I  have  your  note  of  2d  inst,  enclosing  check 

of  the  Assignee  of  the  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  on  the  Cheshire 

National  Bank  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  for  |16.51,  which  I  place  to  the  credit  of 

,^  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies*  Association  Endowment  Fund,  account  Sarah 

Hale  King  Fund.       Faithfully  yours, 


». 
* 


I 
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E.  Francis  Riggs,  Treasurer. 
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NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPQ 

The  Vice  Regent  of  New  Jersey  r 
work  done  in  her  state  during  the  pa; 
commendation  of  the  furniture  commit 
place  new  carpet  and  curtains  in  the 
Some  old  fashioned  white  dimity  was 
ings  and  the  work  of  making  balls  ol 
was  kindly  undertaken  by  the  Nass 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolutit 
Jersey.  At  the  suggestion  of  Miss  M 
regent  of  the  chapter,  and  with  the  aid 
of  Mrs.  E.  L.  B.  Godfrey,  the  prest 
Clarence  K.  Binder  and  Mrs.  Henry 
cient  number  of  balls  was  made  and  s 
Mount  Vernon,  to  be  woven.  All  the 
the  carpet  was  borne  by  the  Nas">au  ch; 

Other  contributions  were: 

From  Mount  VernoD  Society  of  Trenti 
From  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Prioc 
From  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Newa 
From  Misi  Clarke,  of  Belvidere  .  .  . 
From  Colonial  Dames,  of  Trenton  .  . 
From  Mount  Vernon  Society  ot  Eliza 


Total  . 


Twenty-five  dollars  was  paid  for 
and  hangings;  the  remainder  is  resei 
provementto  the  New  Jersey  room. 

Helen  F.  Cono^ 
Vice  Regent 

NEW  YORK  STATE  KEPOI 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York 

There  is   a  marked  increase  in  the  int 

place.     During  the  two  visits   I   mad< 
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found  everything  most  satisfactory.     I  have  given  to  the 
New  York  room  a  set  of  linen. 

Amy  Townsend, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

An  annual  statement  is  made  through  the  journals  of 
the  state,  as  to  the  financial  status  of  Mount  Vernon,  and 
other  interesting  items  are  given,  with  gratifying  results,  as 
they  elicit  many  demands  for  Mount  Vernon  literature.  A 
valuable  donation  to  the  library  has  been  made,  of  photos 
of  the  men  who  have  helped  the  president  of  the  Guilford 
Battle  Ground  Association,  to  make  it  a  most  attractive 
spot,  with  lakes,  drives,  and  seventeen  monuments;  also  pic- 
tures of  two  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
L.  H.  Walker, 

Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  begs  leave  to  report  the  gift 
of  seventy-five  dollars  ;  twenty- five  dollars  from  Mrs.  Paul 
J.  Sorg,  of  Middletown,  Ohio;  twenty-five  dollars  from  Mrs. 
Mary  W.  Emt  ry,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars from  Mrs.  A.  Howard  Hinkle,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
memorv  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Katherine  Landon  Davis. 
This  money  is  contributed  by  personal  friends,  who  will  be 
pleased  if  it  can  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  the  new  cur- 
tains required  for  the  Ohio  room. 

Elizabeth  Owens  Campbell, 

May  12,  1902.  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has  succeeded  in 
procuring  the  old-fashioned  chairs  mentioned  in  her  report 
of  last  year.     They  are  now  in  the  river  room. 
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During  the  month  of  March  the  Vice  Regent  reci 
a  letter  from  Athens,  Alabama,  asking  with  "due  c 
ence"  for  an  account  of  our  life  at  Mount  Vernon. 
Vice  Regent  replied  by  sending  to  Alabama  a  copy  of 
Hudson's  little  book,  "The  Home  of  Washington." 

The  Vice  Regent  has  the  pleasure  to  announce  the 
to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  of  a  miniature  of  V 
tngton,  by  Birch,  1797;  also  a  wine  cooler,  once  the  | 
erty  of  Washington,  will  be  loaned  by  Mr.  John  McH 
of  Baltimore. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  also  ordered  a  cake  made  fr 
receipt  of  Mrs.  Washington,  called  a  "Great  Cake." 
original  receipt  was  copied  by  Nellie  Custis, "  for  her  gi 
mamma."  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Robert  Morris,  of  Philadel 
and  is  dated  "  Mount  Vernon." 

Mr.  Charles  Custis  Harrison  sends  his  annual  subs 
tion  of  $50.00  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Ellen  Waln  Harrison, 

Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania 

KnODE  UUND  STAFE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  of  Rhode  Island  reports  the  gift 
rug,  from  an  old  historical  house  in  Bristol,  R.  1 ,  bj 
John  Sargent;  also  a  pair  of  andirons;  also,  a  very 
bronze  clock  and  chair  for  Mr.  Dodge's  office.  Council 
ing  given  permission  to  furnish  a  room  in  the" East  ^ 
ters,"  as  a  committee  room,  Rhode  Island  contribut 
clock  over  150  years  old,  a  mirror  and  two  chairs  for 
room. 

A    tea   set   of  Lowestoft  China  was  presented  by 

Henry  G.  Russell,  to  be  used  in  the  committee  room  oi 

Quarters.    This  china  has  been  in  her  family  above  100  y 

"  The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  '  gavi 

sum  of  S50.OQ,  as  last  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
A.  I.  C.  D.  Ames. 

Vice  Regent  of  Rhode  Island. 


If 
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TENNESSEE  STATE  REIK>RT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee  regrets  that  she   has 
accomplished  no  work  in  her  state  during  the  past  year. 
Reports  have  been  distributed. 

Mary  Yeatman  Webb, 

Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee. 

TEXAS  STATE  REIK>RT. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  re- 
ports an  increasing  interest  throughout  the  state,  in  Mount 
Vernon.  The  indebtedness  on  the  gateway  has  been  paid, 
and  she  hopes  to  be  able,  during  the  coming  year,  to  collect 
enough  money  to  undertake,  in  the  name  of  Texas,  some 
other  improvement.  She  distributed  about  seventy  reports 
and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  sent  out  more  of  them. 
A  list  of  those  who  contributed  during  the  past  year  to  the 
gate  fund,  is  attached  to  this  report. 

A  rag  carpet  has  been  put  into  the  committee  room 
granted  by  Council  in  the  east  quarters. 

The  Daughters  of  the  Republic,  of  Texas,  have  kindly 
offered  to  donate  for  the  Texas  room,  a  flag  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  one  of  the  state,  which  offer  has  been  grate- 
fully accepted. 

The  Century  Glub,  of.  Cuero,  through  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Davidson |15.00 

Colonial  Dames  of  America,  in  Texas 25.00 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Tips 16.00 

Mrs.  Isabella    Kopperl 1.00 

Mr.  D.  H.  Hart 6.00 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  W.  W.  Turney 20.00 

Mrs.  John  C.   Krause 17.00 

Yaqui  Tribe  No.  59,  Improved  Order  of   Red 

Men,  Laredo 21,00 

Miss    Wise 1.00 

Thomas  S.  Maxey 25.00 

Total 1146.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 
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nitGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

In  response  to  the  urgent  request  of  the  Virgini 
missioner  to  the  Interstate  Exposition,  at  Charlestoi 
I  sent  a  full  set  of  Mount  Vernon  views,  colored  anc 
prettily  mounted  and  enclosed  in  three  good  framei 
exhibited  in  the  Woman's  building. 

With  money  contributed  by  pupils  of  Virginia  s 
I  have  purchased  and  presented  to  Council  a  mi 
LaF ay ette  pitcher,  and  have  placed  it  among  the  relli 

From  M  r.  John  R,  Tomlin  I  have  received  a  very 
ful  embroidered  likeness  of  Washington,  done  in  emb 
on  silk;  copy  of  an  original  portrait  made  by  her 
James  Sharpless, 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana  I  have  recei' 
use   in   Washington's   bedchamber,   an    antique   bas 
pitcher,  an  antique  mahogany  stool  and  a  pair  of 
sticks,  once  the  property  of  Col.  Humphreys,  one  of 
ington's  aides. 

From  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames, 
ginia,  I  have  received  the  gift  of  {25.00,  to  be  used 
prosecution  of  the  work  of  placing  pictures  of  Wast 
in  the  public  schools  of  Virginia.     Received  from  V 

A  large  arm  chair,  once  the  property  of  Mary  B 
mother  of  Washington.  This  is  a  /aan  by  Mr.  Julius  c 
nel,  of  Alexandria,  Emma  Read  Ball, 

Vice  Regent  of  Virgin 

NO  STATE  IMPORT  FROM  WEST  VIRGINM. 


COMMIHEE  REPORTS. 

RePORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTCES. 
The  chairman  of  mansion  committee  reports  with 
easure  the  excellent  condition  in  which  they  find  all  the 
lildtngs.  Painting  has  been  done  in  several  rooms  by  our 
fn  men,  making  the  wood  work  fresh  and  attractive. 
Dur  committee  respectfully  suggests  that  the  present 
juncil  take  action  on  the  protection  of  tiles  on  the  front 
irch,  which,  during  the  last  year,  show  greater  signs  of 
;ar.  The  committee  also  recommend  the  whitewashing 
the  inside  of  the  gate  house  and  a  coat  of  paint  on  the 
>od  work  of  the  gate.  The  quarters,  also,  need  a  coat  of 
lint  on  the  inside  of  the  building. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
E.  W.  Harrison, 
Acting  Chairman. 

REPORT  or  TOMB  CUMMITTCE. 

Your  committee  has  made  a  caceful  inspection  of  both 
mbs  and  find  them  in  good  condition-  Restorations  have 
;en  made  at  old  tomb;  the  plants  are  growing  nicely, 
iiring  the  winter,  the  paint  on  new  tomb  will  be  renewed. 
he  usual  decorations  are  annually  observed. 

Letitu  H.  Walker,  Chairman. 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone. 
Frances  C.  Maxey. 
A  subsequent   action   was  taken  by  Council  to  place  a 
ivement  on  the  floor  of  the  tomb,  of  the  same  material  as 
le  base  of  the  sarcophagi. 

REPOKT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE- 
Your  committee  has  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  all 
le  cases   containing   relics.      Every  article  was  found  in 
lace  and  in  good  condition.     The  cases  and  their  contents 
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have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and  the  committee  has 
scientiously  carried  out  the  by-law  governing  this  commi 

We  have  received  from  the  Vice  Regent  of  Nebn 
a  plate,  supposed  to  be  the  only  one  now  in  existence, 
set  ordered  to  be  made  when  it  was  contemplated  to  n 
"  Mount  Vernon  the  Seat  of  Government  " 

Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana  we  hav 
ceived  one  of  the  original  dining  room  chairs,  presenter 
Miss  G.  P.  Harrod  and  her  brother,  B.  Morgan  Harrd 
New  Orleans. 

This  Vice  Regent  also  brings  a  "  housewife,"  onci 
property  of  Nellie  Custis  and  presented  by  Miss  Geot 
McKay. 

She  also  presents  a  pair  of  candlesticks  once  owne 
Colonel  Humphreys,  an  aide  to  Washington. 

With  money  contributed  to  Mount  Vernon  by  pi 
in  Virginia  schools,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has 
chased  a  La  Fayette  memorial  pitcher;  upon  one  si 
medallion  likeness  of  General  La  Fayette,  upon  the  o 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  This  interesting  relic  is 
sented  to  Council  from  the  children  of  Virginia. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  John  R.  Tomlin,  of 
ginta,  a  beautiful  likeness  of  Washington,  done  in  em 
dery  on  silk.  The  history  of  this  remarkable  relic 
follows:  James  Sharpless,  the  English  artist,  visited  M 
Vernon  between  the  years  1794-1798  and  painted  a  poi 
of  Washington.  Rosalinda  Sharpless,  his  daughter,  he 
also  an  artist,  often  copied  her  father's  portraits  in  emb 
ery,  {giving  the  effect  of  etching.  Rosalinda  copied 
father's  pocinut  of  Washington.  Years  later,  she  fou 
temporary  home  with  the  Braxton  s,  at  Brandon,  and  al 
time  Miss  Sharpless  gave  this  embroidered  likeness  to 
Mary  Grymes  Braxton,  wife  ol  Carter  Braxton,  grandsc 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  declaration  of  Independence. 
John  R.  Tomlin.  the  last  owner  of  this  picture,  was  a  dauj 
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of  Mrs.  Carter  Braxton,  of  Ingleside,  Hanover  county,  who, 
before  her  death,  desired  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association. 

Mr.  Julius  de  Lagnel  of  Alexandria,  Va„  has  sent  to  the 
Association,  as  a  loan,  a  large,  leather-covered  arm  chair, 
which  once  belonged  to  Mary  Ball,  the  mother  of  Washington. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  has  secured  the  noted 
"White  Chariot,"  exhibited  in  Philadelphia,  in   1876,  as  the 
Washington  coach.     It  now  stands  in  the  coach  house. 
Emma  K.  Ball,  Chairman. 
Ida  a.  Richardson. 
report  of  furniture  committee. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  most  thoroughly  all  the 
rooms  and  furniture  therein  and  would  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing, viz.: 

That  the  Vice  Regent  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
requested  to  arrange  the  bed  with  curtains  and  a  proper 
spring;  also,  a  white  curtain  for  the  window. 

Remove  two  heavy  library  chairs— one  from  Benjamin 
Franklin;  the  other,  a  Washington  chair,  from  Pennsylvania 
room  to  one  of  the  lower  rooms,  by  request  of  the  Vice  Re- 
gent for  Pennsylvania. 

The  dressing  case  and  washstand  in  New  Jersey  room  be 
rubbed  down  and  oiled.    ^ 

That  the  Council  table  be  lengthened  to  suit  the  needs 
of  Council. 

Your  Committee  would  also  suggest  that  Council  would 
seriously' consider,  before  accepting  anymore  articles  for 
this  mansion,  reserved  only  for  Washington's  own  effects,  it 
being  the  most  disagreeable  duty  of  the  Furniture  Committee 
to  asK,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  removal  of  the  same 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  I.  C.  D-  Ames,  Chairman. 
■ .    •    .'  Christine  B.Graham, 

Helen  F.  Conover, 
Amy  Townsend. 
Georgia  P,  Wilder. 
Ellen  Waln  Harrison. 
.  May  13,  1902. 
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Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  moved  that  the  report 
of  Furniture  Committee  be  taken  up  clause  by  clause. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut,  reported 
that  the  Vice  Regent  for  District  of  Columbia  was  about  to 
make  the  needed  changes  in  that  room. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  add  to  the  Early  Records,  this  year, 
some  very  valuable  letters  and  a  book  of  newspaper  clip- 
pings. The  letters  were  given  to  the  Association  by  our 
treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs.  They  were  written  to  his  father,  our 
first  treasurer,  by  Miss  Cunningham  and  Vice  Regents  and 
date  from  1858  to  1868.  The  newspaper  clippings  date  from 
1853  to  1859.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Chairman. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Jennie  M.  Ward. 

REPORT  OF  THE  UBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  reports  the  books  on  the  shelves  to  be 
in  good  condition.    The  following  books  have  been  added: 

Three  volumes  of  a  work  by  John  Adams,  LL.  D.,  sec- 
ond president  of  the  United  States. 

**A  Defense  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  against  the  Attack  of  M.  Turgot,  in  his  letter  to 
Dr^  Price."  Published  March  22d.  1778,  by  Wm.  Cobbett. 
Presented  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

A  volume  of  Thompson's  Seasons,  1746;  presented  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Longfellow.  ^ 

Report  of  the  Virginia  Board  of  Visitors  for  1901;  pre- 
sented by  the  Virginia  State  Library. 

Alice  M.  Longfellow,  Chairman. 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 

Mary  Y.  Webb, 

Lizzie  Johnson  Johnstcm^, 

Helen  F  Conover, 

Ida  a.  Richardson, 

E.  B.  A.  Rathbone. 
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RESOLUTION  UPON  BYUWS. 

Whereas,  A  number  of  changes  have  been  made  since  the  print- 
ing of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws»  in  1890; 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  be  authorized  to  incor- 
porate all  the  alterations  that  have  been  acted  upon  at  various  Councils 
since,  and  present  them  at  next  Council,  for  final  action,  before  reprint- 
ing the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  which  govern  the  actions  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association  in  regard  to  the  nomination  and  election  of 
Vice  Regents  and  the  duties  of  Committees.        Ida  A.  Richardson. 

Carried. 

Secretary  requested  not  to  print  By-Laws  this  year. 

R6P0RT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  It  is  recommended  that  the  gardener  be  instructed 
to  plant  running  roses  and  other  vines  on  the  inside  of  the 
wall  of  the  Palm  House. 

2.  That  walks  and  roadway  in  the  rear  of  Quarters  be 
marked  out  and  sodded  where  necessary. 

3.  That  Harison  roses  (Harrisonii)  be  planted  near  the 
Lodge. 

4.  That  lilies  of  the  valley  be  planted  along  the  west 
wall  of  the  garden. 

5.  That  a  bed  of  single  white  hyacinths  (Roman)  be 
made  on  a  suitable  spot  in  the  garden,  and  when  the  hya- 
cinths are  out  of  bloom,  to  plant  the  bed  over  with  verbenas. 

6.  It  is  recommended  that  the  gardener  be  provided 
with  the  following  implements: 

(i)  An  Excelsior  weeder. 

(2)  A  cane^weedtng^otrge. 

(3)  A  Henderson  sod  perforator. 

7.  It  is  further  recommended,  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  of  $25  for  the  purchase  of  boxes,  to  be  used  by  the 
gardener  for  cut  flowers,  and  for  the  purchase  of  bulbs. 

8.  The  Box  never  looked  so  well,  owing  to  the  plants 
having  been  taken  out  that  used  up  the  sap.  More  roses 
have  been  ordered,  which  we  hope  will  be  planted  success- 
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fully,  and  some  shrubs  planted  in  a  half  circle  to  hide  the 
wall  and  materials  that  have  to  be  used  during  the  winter  in 
the  rear  of  servants*  quarters;  walks  and  roadway  back  of 
the  quarters  to  be  marked  out  and  privet  hedges  on  each 
side;  roses  planted  in  the  greenhouse  to  take  away  the  bare 
look  when  the  ferns  are  taken  out. 

Amy  Townsend,  Acting  Chairman. 

Georgia  P.  Wilder, 

Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 

S.  R.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Instructions  to  Mr.  Dodge,  Superintendent,  from  the 
Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee: 

The  Superintendent  is  instructed  to  raise  the  elevation 
of  the  old  tank  ten  feet,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  raise  the 
roof  of  the  Palm  House.  All  the  details  of  these  improve- 
ments are  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Regent. 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Georgia  P.  A.  Wilder, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 
Harriet  C.  Comegys, 
S.  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Amy  Townsend. 

RCPORr  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS. 

Your  Committee,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
grounds  with  the  Superintendent,  begs  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions  for  the  action  of  Council: 

That  the  road  leading  from  the  railroad  gate  to  the  gate 
of  the  grounds,  be  so  repaired  as  to  be  rendered  serviceable 
for  winter  use,  when  the  mud  is  so  deep  as  to  make  this  road 
almost  impassable.  There  should  be  a  foundation  of  large 
stones, covered  by  crushed  stone,  with  a  surface  of  loam;  the 
surface  clay  being  first  removed  to  a  depth  of  eight  inches. 
Cost,  8500. 
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•    A  brick  pavement  laid  from  the  old  tomb  steps  to  the 
road;  the  walk  is  now  often  muddy  and  unsightly.     Cost^ 

Also,  a  brick  walk  to  both  closets.  Cost,  $8o.  A  very- 
necessary  improvement. 

The  splendid  gift  from  the  Vice  Regent  for  California, 
of  the  sea  wall,  now  completed,  which  adds  so  materially  to 
the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon,  as  well  as  to  its  beauty, 
has  now  to  be  filled  in  back  of  the  sea  wall,  to  the  hill  side. 
This  grading  must  be  done  by  a  dredging  machine,  taking^ 
the  mud  from  the  river  and  throwing  it  over  the  sea  wall. 
The  result  of  this  treatment  is  shown  in  the  fine  grading 
near  the  wharf.     Cost,  $1,500. 

Your'Committee  would  recommend  the  planting  of  lilacs, 
euonymous,  laurel,  and  wild  azaleas  in  the  depression  of 
land  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  ravines  near  the  road, 
and  between  tomb  and  wharf. 

Also,  that  the  bare  spots  on  lawns  should  be  covered 
with  sod. 

Your  Committee  find  the  grounds  greatly  improved  by 
the  trimming  of  trees  and  shrubs,  the  removal  of  small,  self- 
sown  trees  and  the  efforts  made  to  save  old  trees. 

For  all  this  work  requiring  great  discretion  and  care,  all 
thanks  are  due  our  Superintendent,  who  has  discharged  this 
extra  duty  with  the  faithfulness  and  judgment  that  mark  all 
his  work.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Acting  Chairman, 
Amy  Townsend, 
Ida  a  Richardson. 

REPORT  Of  THE  FARM. 

The  Committee  is  not  satisfied  wiih  the  condition  of  the 
farm  and  the  cattle.  They  recommend  a  practical  farmer 
and  his  wife  be  engaged,  at  a  salary  not  over  $45  a  month, 
with  a  house.    The  farmer  to  take  entire  charge  of  the  farm, 
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crops  and  cattle.  The  wife  to  be  responsible  for  the  care 
of  the  milk,  the  care  of  pans,  vessels,  etc.,  and  the  spring 
house. 

The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  crops  on  the  farm 
has  been  given  by  the  Superintendent. 

The  Committee  will  recommend  to  the  Superintendent, 
the  planting  of  crops,  care  of  cattle,  etc. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that,  in  time,  if  possible, 
It  would  be  advisable  to  introduce  Potomac  water  upon  the 
grounds,  for  the  free  use  of  stock,  gardens,  and  especially 
the  grass,  as  well  as  the  safety  of  the  mansion. 

They  ask  for  no  appropriation  this  year,  but  only  urge 
better  cultivation  of  the  fields  and  greater  care  of  the  cattle. 

The  Committee  takes  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the 

gift  of  a  pair  of  young  mules,  from  the  Vice  Regent  of 

Kentucky,  as  a  need  felt  for  a  long  time  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Ellen  Waln  Harrison, 

Acting  Chairman, 
Mary  Yeatman  Webb. 

REPORT  OP  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 

The  garden  though  much  improved  in  appearance,  still 
needs  much  labor  and  cultivation  to  produce  good  results. 

The*  Committee  respectfully  suggests  that  brick  or 
stone  steps  be  built  on  the  terraces,  in  time,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  wooden  ones  there  now. 

The  Committee  also  suggests  the  ground  to  be  heavily 
top-dressed;  that  the  top  soil  be  dug  out  to  the  depth  of 
six  inches,  mixing  the  soil  with  lime  and  ashes,  and  thus 
improving  somewhat  its  condition. 

The  fig  trees  are  all  in  good  condition  and  quite  full  of 
fruit.  Ellen  Waln  Harrison,  Chairman, 

Amy  Townsend, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys. 

No  reports  from  Press,  Parliamentary  Rules,  or  Index 
Committees. 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: 

I  herewith  submit  report  of  Greenhouse  and  Garden 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1902: 

Total  receipts 1 |784  85 

Expenditures »;  18  10 

$766  7^ 

As  roses,  to  reach  perfection  must  be  planted  liiider 
glass,  not  later  than  June  1st  and,  as  the  plumbers  did  not 
complete  their  work  until  late,  and  as  I  was  unable  to  get  my 
plants  in  before  September,  I  put  in  a  batch,  confident  there 
would  be  little  accomplished.  I  finally  determined  it  would 
be  folly  to  waste  time  and  space  with  every  chance  against 
cutting  a  hundred  blossoms  all  winter.  So,  I  took  roses  out 
and  substituted  other  flowers.  The  result  amply  rewarded 
my  judgment,  for,  with  nearly  twelve  thousand  people  less, 
I  am  able  to  report  $5970  over  last  year's  receipts. 

I  have  removed  plants  from  boxwood  hedges,  relaid 
grass  borders,  transplanted  crape  myrtles,  etc.,  and  carried 
out  instructions  of  my  committee,  in  every  detail. 

Hoping  that  my  efforts  may  meet  your  approval,  I  am 

Very  respectfully, 

Franklin  A.  VVhelan. 

Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May  7,  1902. 
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IIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 


Mrs    Ball,  Chairman;  Mr».  Richardsor,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Swea 
Mrs.  Ward.  Mrs.  Raihbone. 

UANSION. 


Mrs.   Walker,  Chairman;    Mrs.    Rathbone,   Mrs.   Flandrau,    Mr 
Goldsborouf(h,  Mrs.  Uaxey. 

RELICS. 

Mrs.  Bali,  ChairmaD;  Mrs.  RichardaoD,  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Hearsi 


Mrs.  Hearst,  Chairman:  Mrs.  Hnrrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilde 
Mrs.  MandersoD,  Mrs.  PriOKle,  Mrs.  Barret. 

PRESS. 

Mrs.  Hill,  Chairman:  Mrs.  Winder,  Miss  Longfellow. 

LIBRARV. 

Miss  Longfellow,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Com 
ver,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs,  Rathbone.  Mrs.  Johnston. 

GARDEN    AND   GREENHOUSE. 

Mrs.   Rathbone,  Chairman;    Mrs.  Leiler,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Miss  Towr 
send,  Mrs,  Haxey,  Miss  Comegya,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 
RECORDS. 

Miss  Comegys,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward, 

FURNITURE. 

Mrs.  Ames,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Wilder.  Mrs.  Grahan 
Miss  Townsend.  Mrs.  Harrison. 

FARLIAMENTAKV    RULES. 

:  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Goldsbarough,  Mrs.  Mar 

1.SDEX. 

Mrs.  Plandrau,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

BY-LAWS. 

Mrs.  Ric±ardson,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Ame;. 

KITCHEN  (.AHUEN. 

Mrs.  Harrison, Chairman;  Mise  Townsend,  Miss  Comesys,  Mrs.  Va 
Rensselaer. 
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Letter  received  from: — 

Broadmoor*  Crowthorne,  Berks,  England, 

May  2, 1902. 
Dear  Sir — I  hare  an  engraving  view  of  Mount  Vernon,  by  G.  I. 
Parkynt,  I  understand  of  about  1790,  which  I  would  gladly  send  you  to 
be  kept  in  the  general  collection  there,  if  it  be  thought  worth  while  or 
of  sufficient  interest  for  you  to  send  me  your  proper  address,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge receipt.    So  doing,  you  will  oblige  a  fellow  countryman  and 

Yours  very  truly,  W.  C.  Minor. 

The  following  letter  was  received  after  adjournment  of 

Council: 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward,  Secretary  Mount  Vbrnon  Association: 

Dear  Madam— The  view  of  Mount  Vernon  engraved  by  G.  I.  Par- 
kyns  has  just  been  addressed,  as  you  were  good  enough  to  inform  me; 
and,  perhaps,  you  will  not  regret  if  I  here  add  a  fragment  of  contem- 
porary text  that  is  not  likely  to  be  known  and  may,  possibly,  contain  in- 
formation to  others,  as  it  did  to  me,  about  the  place. 

Allow  me  to  quote  a  page  from  the  "Voyages  to  Various  Parts  of 
the  World,  and  Remarks  by  John  Willock,  Mariner,  Penwith/*  giving 
an  account  of  his  visit  to  Mount  Vernon.  This  visit  appears  to  have 
been  made  about  1784,  and  the  book  itself,  though  without  date,  to  have 
been  printed  about  1789,  or,  perhaps.  1790: 

'*  Seven  miles  above  this,  stands  the  seat  of  the  great  Mr.  Wash- 
ington, at  a  little  distance  from  the  Potommack.  It  is  seated  on  a  rising 
ground,  having  an  easy  descent  to  the  river,  and  is  surrounded  by  groves 
of  trees,  delightful  gardens  and  enchanting  walks;  and  furnishes  a  beau- 
tiful object  from  the  river.  To  the  character  of  the  proprietor,  whose 
merits  command  the  admiration  of  a  world,  my  slender  tribute  of  praise 
can  add  nothing.  If  it  be  true,  however,  what  some  author  says,  that  a 
man's  servants,  and  near  neighbors,  are  best  qualified  to  give  his  real 
character,  his  will  suffer  nothing  from  being  brought  to  the  test;  for 
General  Washington  at  the  head  of  his  army,  or  President  Washinton  at 
the  head  of  the  American  Congress,  never  commanded,  in  either  depart- 
ment, the  admiration  of  the  world,  in  a  greater  degree,  than  did  Farmer 
Washington  on  the  banks  of  tho  Potommack,  the  love  and  admiration  of 
his  neighbors  and  dependants. 

"  At  the  foot  of  an  avenue,  which  leads  from  the  house  to  the  river, 
is  erected  a  fort,  defended  by  twelve  pieces  of  brass  canon.  This,  during 
the  war,  was  manned  by  the  general's  own  negroes,  who  had  been  care- 
fully trained  for  the  purpose." 

Speaking  for  myself  alone,  I  do  not  recall  any  traces  of  this  fort— 
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tb«,  indMd,  I  did  not  look  for— on'the  Mount  Vetnoa  side  Of  thi 
tbongta  iti 'exiatence  and  TCmaina  itaay  be  well  koAwn  to  others,  . 
my  quotation  posKsses  no  special  value.  But  of  this  I  irould  be  | 
be  informed 

My  own  Ant  visit  wu  about  1856,  vhen  we  went  down  on  » 
(teamboat,  and  again  the  last  year  of  the  war— in  '65— tiding  di 
}aad,  aad  a  picnic  occasion  or  two,-  after.  So  you  wlH  perceive,  ll 
years  are  approaching  the  psalmist's  allowance  now,  and  you  mi 
don  me  if  I  have  wearied  you  by  needless  quotation  upon  this  tufa 
With  reciprocal  good  wishes  to  the  Society.  .  " 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 'yours,-  '   "■ 

,  ■     ;W.cC.Mi«oi 

Broadmoor,  Crowthorne,  Berks,  Eng.,  Maydl-JL902.,     ,;, 

Governor   Montague,  of  Virginia,  apftoJhted  as   ] 
of  visitors  for  1902.  the  following  nanred' gentlemen  :' 
Cdl,-  Archer  Anderson,  Richmond,  Va., 
Mr.  L.  C.  Berkeley,  Danville,  Va., 
Mr.  W.  H.^White,  Norfolfc.'Va..  ''    ' 

M^.'Gardher  L.  Boothe,  Alexahdria/Va.;-    '■''' 
Mr.  A.  Moore.  Berryi'illc'Va..  ■;''■-■       '^  ■ 
The  governor 'Was  prevented 'fr6tn 'comtTig-"l)y"ti 
tant  business,  and  but  three  of  the  members  of' tW! 
were  present.    These  werei    '    ;  1    ,     ■    ; 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, -Mr., W;  H.  White,jMr^G2 
L-  Boothe.  The  two  former  were  accompanied  by 
wives,  who,  together  with  Mrs  .Montague  and  a  few  f: 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  took' luncheon  at  2  p.  m. 
visitors  then  made  a  tour  of  the  grounds  and  Council 
into  session. 

The  examination  of  the  West  Quarters  by  the  Su 
tendent  and  Vice  Regents  of  West  Virginia  and  Pei 
vania  resulted  in  the  decision  to  make  but  one  room 
is  given  to  the  Vice  Regent  of  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  (.'ampbell,  of  Ohio,  feels  compelled  to  resif 
Vice  Regency  of  that  slate,  and  in  a  letter  to  the  K 
she  says: 

"  May  I  ask  you  10  say  tor  m«,  the  reluctant  'Goodbye,'  thi 
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ed  to  send,  to  the  Regents  whp  are  with  yoti.  ft  is  a  keen  regrei 
I  have  been  so  inefficient,  but  you  may  forget  that,  and  will  believe 
when  I  say,  that  mj'  days  spent  at  Mount  Vernon  are  all  markt^ 

EPORT  OF  FECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  MEMORIAL  TO  THE  FOUNDER. 

The  committee  read  the  memorial  prepared  by  them 
ing  the  past  year  which  was  accepted  and  ordered'  print- 
for  free  distribution.  This  is  to  mark  the  fiftieth  year 
•a;  the  first  appeal  was  made  by  Miss  A.  P.  Cunningham 
he  women  of  America  to  buy  and  preserve   the  home 

tomb  at  Mount  Vernon.      Her  own  letters  describing 

struggles  and  difficulties  attending  the  enterprise,  are 
:n  and  will  correct  the  many  erroneous  impressions  a^ 
he  formation,  status,  object,  etc.,  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
lies'  Association. 

The  Regent  and  several  ladies  attended  serviqe,  on 
iday,  at  the  old  historic  church  at  Pohick,  A  committee 
he  Regent  and  four  Vice  Regents  remained  to  meet  Mr. 
chot,  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Forestiry,  on  Mon- 
,  May  19. 

Council  of  1902  adjourned  Saturday,  May  17,  at  3:30  p. 
to  meet  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  1903. 
Jennie  Meeker  Ward, 
Secretary  of  Mount  Vernon  Association 
and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Vice  Rejent  for  Wiicontin. 

Ladies  ofth^  Mount  Vernon  Association: 

Since  our  last  Council  our  senior  Vice  Regent  has  been 
gathered  to  her  rest  full  of  years  and  honors.  The  good  she 
has  done  lives  after  her,  the  friends  she  has  left  behind  carry 
her  in 'their  hearts  and  the  many  she  has  blessed  with  her 
benificence  shed  grateful  tears  over  her  grave. 

To  this  Association  especially  belongs  the  right  tore- 
member  her  with  reverent  affection;  to  extol  her  virtues;  to 
record  her  unostentatious  generosity.  She  has  been  identi- 
Bed  with  it  from  its  earliest  days;  she  was  faithful  to  its  ia- 
terests  through  good  and  through  evil  report.  She  was  wise 
and  efficient  as  an  official;  dignified  and  simple  in  her  sodal 
relations;  affectionate  and  true  in  those  closer  friendships 
which  grew  up  as  the  years  brought  us  all  to  this  increas- 
ingly sacred. meeting  place. 

In  offering  our  tribute  to  Mrs.  Mitchell  as  a  Vice  Re- 
gent, we  must  once  more  refer  to  our  long  past  but  never-to- 
be-forgotten  days  of  sto^m  and  stress.  Her  steadfast,  cool 
and  kindly -judgment,  her  prudent  suggestions  and  unfalter- 
ing courage  were  invaluable  in  our  Councils.  Her  strong 
personal  friendship  for  our  first  Regent  enabled  her  to  offer 
the  best  advice  and  that  advice  was  as  warm  hearted  as  it 
was  practical  and  discreet.  I  had  the  happiness,  through 
all  that  pferiod,  of  frequent  correspondence  with  her  over  the 
perplexing  affairs  of  the  Association,  and  well  remember 
her  efforts  to  guide  our  bark  throug^i  the  raging  waters. 

In  our  days  of  financial  need  she  was  liberal  in  giving; 
in  our  still  graver  troubles  her  counsel  was  even  more  im- 
portant and  effectual.  We  owe  her  a  debt  of  gratitude 
which  can  onlvyibe  repaid  by  holding  her  memory  long  and 
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well  in  our  hearts  and  transmitting  it  with  honorable  men- 
tion to  her  and  our  successbrs. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  appointed  Vice  Regent  for  Wiscon- 
sin in  1858  and  for  many  years  was  an  active  officer  in  that 
state.  On  giving  up  her  residence  there  she  offered  her 
resignation,  but  Council  unanimously  conferred  upon  her 
the  high  distinction  of  honorary  member  of  the  Board, 
which  position  she  held  until  her  death 

Born  among  the  green  hills  of  New  England,  spending 
her  married  life  in  the  Great  West,  she  came  in  her  old  age 
to  reside  permanently  in  the  sunny  southern  home  she  l^ad 
made  beautiful.  The  soft  climate  prolongjed  her  life  to  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  She  fell  asleep  in  death  amid  the  flow- 
ers she  had  tended  with  loving  care. 

May  "  those  imfnortal  gardens 

Where  angels  wfL\k  and  seraphs  are  the  wardens** 

ppen  wide,  their  gates  at  her  coming  and  those  celestial 
gu^rdian^  welcome  one  more  pure  spirit  to  everlasting  peace* 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 

A\rs.  BaKer,  Vice  Regent  for  Florkla. 

When  I  learned  of  the  death  of  our  dear  sister  and  col- 
ieagM^t  Mrs*  Baker,  I  recalled  the  prophetic  sadness  with 
which  she  made  her  farewell  to  us  on  her  last  visit  to  Mount 
Vernon.  She  said  to  me,  "  I  feel  it  is  my  last  visit  to  the 
dear  spot,  and  have  been  to  take  the  last  fond  look  at  the 
tomb,  and  the  dear  old  garden,  and  have  hid  the  remem- 
brance of  all.  in  my  heart  of  hearts — never  to  be  forgotten." 
With  tears  :in  her  eyes  and  a  sad  smile  on  her  face  she 
passed  out  from  us.  The  memory  of  her  genial  manner, 
her  poetic  sensibilities,  her  enthusiastic  love  for  the  place 
and  her  cheery  laugh  will  long  survive  her. 

Each  year,  as  we  walked  together  over  the  grounds,  she 
opened  her  heart  to  me,  and  I  saw  the  intense  and  poetic  love 
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of  Nature,  the  kindness  to  human  frailties,  generous  'quali- 
ties of  heart  and  mind,  and  I  learned  to  love  and  admire 
her  for  the  true  nobility  of  soul  and  high-toned  principles, 
which  made  her  a  most  admirable  character. 

Forced  by  ill  health  to  seek  another  climate  than  Flor- 
ida, with  only  the  memory  of  her  once  happy  and  hospi- 
table home — now  in  ashes — she  came,  a  weary  exile  to  the 
mountains  of  North  Carolina,  where,  surrounded  by  her 
loved  ones,  she  calmly  awaited  the  summons  to  ^*come  up 
higher*'  and  exchange  the  cares  and  sorrows  of  earth  for 
the  jays  of  heaven. 

L.  H.  Walker, 

Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
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Complete  List  of  Alt  Officers  of  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associatroit 

of  the  Union. 

MISS  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM,  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

FOUNDER  AND  FIRST  REGENT,  1853-1873. 

Resigned  1873;  Died  1874. 

VICE  REGENTS. 
1868 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889.    .  .    Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Alabama 

5.  Mrs  Catherine  A.  Mc Willie,  died  1873 • Mississippi 

6.  Mrs  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1895 Louisiana 

7.  Mrs   Mnry  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  i860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

ip.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865 Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861,  app.  1857 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  I.*;land 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  die<l Iowa 

18.  Mrs  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hanna  Blake  Farnsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  HHmpshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wiscon.«»ii> 

22.  Mrs  Rosa  Verlner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

186& 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois- 

24      Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Curs,  resigned  1878' Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macaleater,  died  189 1 Pennsylvmia 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880   Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkan.sas 

30.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  dted  1878;  app.  i860 Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker North  Carolina 

186a 

32      Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

i8ea 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat Maine 

34.  Miss  Kmily  L  Harper,  died  1891 Mar\land 

35  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August.  1899.   South  Carolina 

3^.  Mrs.  M.  E  Hickman,  resigned  1^67 Nevada 
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37-     Mrs;  M.  A.  Siearns,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.     Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

39      Miss  Ella  Huichins,  resigned  1866 Texas 

1867 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs   Marie  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs,  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halstead,  died  189 1 .  . : New  Jersey 

1868 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884;  app  1868 Florida 

»  1870 

45  Mrs.  Snsan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Mason,  died  1873 .Virginia 

47.  Mrs   A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bauett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872 

49.  Mrs.  WiUiatn  Balfgur,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnte. . .    District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877  •  • Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent. 

MRS.  LILY  L.  M.  BHRGHMAN, 

SECOND  REGBNT,  1874-189I. 

Died  1891 

VICE  R6GENTS. 

1874 

54.  Mis.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 

1876 

56.  Mrs   Lily  L.  Broad  well,  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones Nevada 

1876 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer New  York 

1878 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1880 Virginia 

1879 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow ..,.,.  ^ , » Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson Louisiana 

1862 

64.  Mrs   Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 
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6s.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B  Adams  Rathbane  Midiigan 

66.  Mrs  M4ry  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Bliza  Woodward,  died  1897 ^.Kentucky 

1888 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delawaie 

70.  Mrs.  Pannie  Gilchrist  Baker,  diod  1901 .Florida 

1889 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill Colorado 

72.  Mrs  Rebecca  B.  Plandraa Mtnnesote 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

1800 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder New  Hampshire 

1801 

75.  Mrs.  Geoi^gia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  I<aughton, 

Second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

THIRD  RBOBirr. 

VICE  REGENTS. 
1888 

76.  Mrs  George  R.  Goldsborough Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  iSchuvler,  resigned  1891 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Clumine  Blair  Gral^m Missouri 

81.  Mrs  Frances  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1888-84 

83.  Miss  Lelia  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1^^ 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1892 Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1806 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Mazey Tesaa 

1888 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1001 
90     Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  P.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs,  E.  Van  Rensselaer West  Vitginia 

looa 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Ourolina 

94.  Mrs.  William  P.  Barret .« Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Charles  Denby Indiana 
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looflt  Yerooo  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Doioo 


REGENT. 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 
Winter  Address.  127  E.  72nd  St.,  New  York  City. 
Summer,  Box  147  Southampton,  L.  I.,  Care  Thos.  Barber,  Esq. 

VICE   RBOBNTS. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  North  CaroUna. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MISS  AUCE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusette. 

MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Kansas. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A,  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 

MRS.  AUCE  H.  HILL.  Colorado. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST.  California. 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 

MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER.  New  Hampshire. 

MRS.  GEORGIA  P.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  GEORGE  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Maryland. 

MRS.  HELEN  FIELD  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM.  Missouri. 
MRS.  MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Tennessee. 
MRS.  WM.  AMES,  Rhode  Island. 
MISS  AMY  TOVmSEND,  New  York. 
MRS.  CHAS.  C.  HARRISON.  Pennsylvania. 
MRS.  FRANCES  MAXEY,  Texas. 


J 


r 


u 


i  t 


'^'^ 


I 


■s 


*.,: 


MRS.  ROBERT  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  CHAS.  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 

MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELA6R,  West  Virginia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  South  Carolina. 

MRS.  WM.  F.  BARRET.  Kentucky. 

MRS.  CHAS.  DENBY,  Indiana. 

SECRETARY. 

MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Ottawa.  Kan. 

TREASURER. 

MR,  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Washington.  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mt.  Vernon  on  Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  JAMES  YOUNG.  Mt  Vernon  on  Potomac.  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  FULLER.  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washington.  D.  C. 
MR.  JAMES  CARTER.  277  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York. 
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HMit  Venm  m  the  Petmac  Fidrfax  C^uity,  Vi^ 

MAY  1903 


Ladies  present: 
Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  Regent 
Mrs.  Walker,  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut, 
Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 
Mrs.  Ball,  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Ward,  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 
Miss  Longfellow,  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 
Miss  Comegys,  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 
Mrs.  Conover,  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 
Mrs.  Graham,  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Ames,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent  fior  Nebraska. 
Mrs.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Barret,  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 
Mrs.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 
Mrs.  Leiter,  Vice  Regent  for  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 
Mrs.  Denby,  Vice  Regent  for  Indiana. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association  of  the  Union,  having  charge  of  the  Home  and 
Tomb  of  Washington,  is  again  presented  to  the  public 
through  the  reports  of  its  officers  and  committees,  as  g^iven 
to  the  Council  of  May  14  to  21,  1903. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

In  presenting  to  the  public,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Council  in  this  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  Association's 
history,  it  is  with  great  gratification  that  we  claim  the  in- 
tention of  the  founder  and  early  supporters  of  the  enterprise 
has  been  so  thoroughly  carried  out. 

The  home  is  carefully  kept  from  decay;  the  gardens 
which  Washington  planned  and  planted,  the  lawns  he  laid 
out,  the  tomb  he  ordered,  are  all  as  he  arranged  for  them. 
The  Quarters,  which  have  been  rebuilt,  are  on  plans  which 
he  drew;  the  trees  which  have  died  are  replaced  by  trees 
from  his  list;  and  that  the  interest  in  the  place  does  not 
flag,  is  shown  by  the  large  number  of  visitors  of  the  past 
year.  Of  course  this  is  exceptional,  as  the  Grand  Army 
again  made  its  pilgrimage  to  Washington,  but  the  average 
number  year  by  year  justifies  the  assumption  that  * 'Mount 
Vernon  grows  more  and  more  beloved  as  the  years  pass 
over  it." 


REGENrs  REPORT. 

Dear  Ladies: 

We  meet  at  this  sacred  home,  full  of  gratitude  and  joy 
that  our  circle  has  remained  unbroken,  and  that  some  of 
our  dear  sisters  are  with  us  today  who  have  been  prevented 
from  joining  us  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

This  a  memorable  year  that  we  are  celebrating  this 
week.  Fifty  years  ago,  in  1853,  the  first  inspiration  for  the 
preservation  of  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington  was 
conceived  by  that  heroine,  whose  name  should  never  be 
permitted  to  die,  in  this  country  of  America.  Our  Dean 
stands  foremost  in  the  rank  which  can  tell  the  story  of  the 
hardships  and  struggles  of  those  early  days.  The  wildest 
flights  of  imagination  could  never  have  reached  the  records 
of  its  fiftieth  birthday  commemoration.  The  record  of  its 
visitors  was  181,928,  the  largest  record  Mount  Vernon  has 
ever  had.    The  revenue  being  $82,982. 

We  have  been  able  to  carry  out  all  the  suggestions  of 
last  Council.  Serious  unforseen  events  have  ocurred  in  the 
land  slides  of  the  deer  park,  which  as  we  supposed,  were 
engineered  satisfactorily,  but  another  slide  occurred;  ex- 
perts were  called  in  and  by  deflecting  the  course,  danger  to 
the  sea  wall  was  averted.  It  was,  doubtless,  for  this  reason 
that  Washington  changed  the  position  of  the  tomb,  for  it  is 
known  that  these  land  slides  occurred  upon  this  estate. 

The  raising  of  the  roof  of  the  palm  house  has  been 
attended  to,  according  to  your  instructions;  the  two  tanks 
have  been  raised  twelve  feet  above  the  former  level,  but 
are  not  an  eye-sore,  being  embodied,  as  it  were,  in  the  peak 
of  the  roof. 

The  tomb  is  moch  improved  by  the  removal  of  the 
glazed  bricks,  which  required  the  work  of  experts.  The 
bricks  were  in  a  crumbling,  disintegrated  condition.  The 
result,  however,  is  most  satisfactory. 
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The  large  amount  brought  into  our  treasury  has  per- 
mitted us  to  make  some  experiments  in  conquering  our 
enemies — those  pests  of  wire  grass,  in  all  its  forms.  No 
pains  have  been  spared  by  our  Superintendent  to  obtain 
information  as  regards  this  grass  enemy.  On  every 
side,  from  the  highest  scientists,  information  has  been  ob" 
tained.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Soldier's  Home  was 
asked  how  he  managed  to  always  have  a  beautiful  lawn. 
**By  continued  resodding"  was  his  reply;  and  this  seems  to 
have  been  the  case  with  all  who  have  been  consulted.  The 
most  successful  effort  of  which  I  have  heard  is  that  re- 
counted to  me  by  our  valued  Vice-Regent  from  Georgia. 
I,  at  once,  forwarded  her  experience  to  our  Superintendent 
who  informed  me  that  he,  also,  had  lately  learned  of  a 
successful  venture;  but  it  was  questioned  whether  the  soil 
of  the  far  South  and  that  of  Virginia  would  produce  similar 
effects.  One  of  the  most  celebrated  gardeners  attempted  to 
produce  in  Washington,  D.  C,  the  fine  blue  grass  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  found  it  impracticable.  All  I.  can  say  is  that  no 
pains  have  been  spared,  nor  money  for  fertilizers;  and  as  a 
resource  of  nature,  it  was  decided  that  a  flock  of  sheep 
might  benefit  the  lawn.  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  result; 
but,  at  any  rate,  my  long  wished  for  hope  of  seeing  sheep 
and  lambs  at  Mount  Vernon  has  been  gratified.  It  was  for 
that  reason  that  New  York  asked  for  the  restoration  of  the 
**Haha"  fence. 

Wood  has  been  secured  to  quite  an  amount  from  the 
woods  of  Mount  Vernon,  which  process  has  increased  the 
beauty  of  the  place,  as  well  as  being  an  economic  move 
during  the  dearth  of  coal. 

The  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Road  has  favored 
Mount  Vernon  by  sending  many  ton^of  coal  for  the  neces- 
sary use  of  the  greenhouse,  etc.  Thia  heavy  purchase  has 
added  much  to  our  expenses,  as-  also,  the  freight  sent  by 
cars. 

All  minor  details  will  be  given  in  the  Superintendent's 
report,  as  to  tons,  cartage,  etc. 


The  beautiful  memorial  of  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunning- 
ham (the  founder  of  this  grand  work  of  the  preservation  of 
the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington)  has  been  completed 
and  published  and  is  now  before  the  people — free  to  all 
lovers  of  the  great  Washington. 

The  tablet  committee  has  also  raised  a  choice  and  at- 
tractive memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham,  which  is  to  be 
placed  beneath  the  beautiful  portrait  that  adorns  the  South 
Carolina  room,  of  which  state  Miss  Cunningham  was  a 
resident.  My  first  visit  here  was  made  in  October,  when 
the  woods  and  the  rich,  hardy  flowers  were  things  of  beauty. 
Rarely  have  I  seen  the  forest  woods  so  mSignificent  in  color- 
ing, and  I  longed  to  have  my  Mount  Vernon  sisters  share 
this  enjoyment  with  me;  and  as  I  gazed  over  the  place  and 
viewed  the  grand  work  of  the  conversion  of  the  dismal 
swamp  into  a  green  and  smiling  pasture  field,  and  the  pier 
with  its  attractive  and  most  useful  building,  as  well  as  the 
sea  wall,  just  being  completed,  and  the  image  of  our  western 
benefactress  came  before  me,  my  thoughts  glided  over  time 
and  I  spent  a  few  moments  with  the  founder  of  this  great 
work,  Miss  Cunningham,  and  I  wondered  what  she  thought 
of  the  two  quarters  for  servants,  the  old  spinning  house, 
the  deer  park,  the  summer  house — the  mansion  itself — 
in  perfect  order,  etc.  My  little  romance  was  ended  by  the 
screech  of  the  electric  cars  and  I  had  to  return  to  every-day 
thought  and  life. 

As  regards  our  finances,  the  sum  of  $10,000  was  invested 

with  Mr.  McGill — his  last  investment  was  due  and  paid  in, 

but  re-invested  with  an  additional  $10,000  at  4  per  cent  for 

ten  years,  Mr.  Riggs  believing  that  in  1913  a  4  per  cent 

investment  will  be  rare.  The  great  demand  for  milk 
necessitated  the  purchase  of  another  cow,  and  our  Superin- 
tendent asked  for  permission  to  purchase  one,  which,  of 
course,  was  given. 

Our  steamboat  stopped  running  January  3rd,  1903,  and 
resumed  March  1st. 
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The  health  of  Mount  Vernon  seems  to  improve  yearly 
and  there  has  been  but  little  illness. 

Of  our  superintendent,  I  can  speak  highly;  his  attention 
to  his  duties  in  every  department,  the  several  committees 
will  judge  for  themselves.  The  Regent  is  not  always  the 
best  guide,  but  it  strikes  me  that  Mount  Vernon  has  never 
presented  a  more  attractive  appearance,  especially  when 
we  bear  in  mind  that  ten  days  ago  there  was  frost 
lying  over  these  grounds.  Our  assistant  superintendent, 
Mr.  Young,  is,  as  ever,  active  and  energetic  and  fulfills  all 
his  duties  most  efficiently  during  the  absence  of  our  super- 
intendent. 

Our  gardener  has  been  undergoing  great  sorrow  in  the 
critical  illness  of  his  daughter,  whose  life  was  supposed  to 
be  fast  ebbing  away.  He  has,  however,  been  at  his  post, 
diligently  carrying  out  the  additional  work  given  him  at 
last  Council — the  superintendence  of  the  kitchen  garden. 

The  employees,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Vickers,  have  done  good 
work,  and  the  wife  is  always  hard  working  and  faithful.  In 
a  word,  all  is  going  on  well.  A  new  cook  has  added  much 
to  the  comfort  of  all. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  ask  for  all  of  us,  God*s  choice 
blessings  and  that,  if  he  sees  fit,  we  may  all  meet  with  re- 
newed health,  at  our  next  Council,  May  10th,  1904. 
i^- 1  Ever  yours  with  sincere  affection, 

Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend. 

May,  1903. 
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SVPERINTENDENrS  REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association: 

Ladies:  It  is  again  my  great  privilege  and  honor  to 
appear  before  you  and  render  an  account  of  what  has 
transpired  at  Mount  Vernon  since  your  last  Council. 

The  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1903,  was  che  "banner 
year"  in  point  of  the  number  of  visitors.  Our  books  record 
131,928  as  having  contributed  their  quota  in  the  way  of 
entrance  fees. 

The  extraordinary  increase  over  former  years  was  due 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  encampment  at  Wash- 
ington last  October,  during  which  month  alone  over  51,000 
visitors  came  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Every  precaution  was  taken  to  protect  the  buildings 
and  grounds  from  undue  wear  and  tear  when  the  great 
crowds  were  present. 

The  Mansion  floors  and  the  tiling  of  East  Portico  were 
covered  with  cocoa  matting,  the  soft  sandstone  steps  and 
approaches  to  the  mansion  were  boarded  over,  as  also  the 
approaches  to  the  family  kitchen  and  spinning  house. 
Extra  guards  were  stationed  so  as  to  prevent  over  crowding 
and  to  direct  the  visitors  to  the  various  points  of  interest. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  that  no  accidents 
occurred. 

While  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  serious  injury  to 
the  buildings  due  to  this  unusual  strain  on  floor  timbers,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  year  materially  lessens 
their  strength.  The  daily  vibration  and  jar  causes  settle- 
ment, and  the  firing  of  heavy  guns  at  the  forts  has  the 
tendency  to  increase  this  effect. 

Before  proceeding  with  a  general  recital  of  affairs,  I 
wish  to  say  that  all  the  instructions    for  my  guidance, 
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decided  upon  at  last  Council,  had  my  best  attention  and — 
with  certain  exceptions  hereinafter  explained — were  duly 
accomplished. 

MACAUAM  ROAD. 

Exception  No.  i.  The  project  of  resurfacing  the  road 
between  North  Lodge  Gate  and  gateway  at  west  end  of 
Bowling  Green  was  not  carried  into  effect.  Council  de- 
cided that  a  macadum  surface  should  be  constructed  and 
appropriated  $500  therefor,  basing  the  calculations  upon 
estimates  prepared  by  a  government  engineer  for  similar 
work  at  Fort  Hunt,  near  Mount  Vernon.  Immediately 
after  Council  I  invited  responsible  contractors  to  bid  on  the 
work  here,  but  their  prices  greatly  exceeded  the  sum  ap- 
propriated, and  the  Regent  directed  another  effort  to  reach 
more  satisfactory  conclusions.  Prices  on  road  work  ad- 
vanced rather  than  receded,  and  no  where  could  I  obtain  a 
bid  within  our  limit.  As  a  compromise  plan,  in  order  to 
reduce  cost,  I  suggested  the  following:  To  remove,  by 
grading,  eight  inches  of  present  clay  surface,  apply  four 
inches  of  broken  stone  as  a  base  or  drainage  course,  roll  it 
thoroughly  with  a  heavy  roller,  and  cover  with  four  or  five 
inches  of  red  clay  gravel.  Such  a  surface  when  compactly 
rolled  should  make  an  excellent  road  which,  in  appearance, 
would  conform  to  the  other  roads  here,  but  far  more 
serviceable. 

A  liberal  estimate  of  cost  to  carry  out  such  a  plan 
brings  it  within  the  sum  voted.  The  Regent  approved  the 
plan,  but  the  owner  of  the  only  available  gravel  pit  near 
here  was  in  Europe  and  consent  to  use  his  material  was 
not  obtained  until  January,  when  it  was  too  late  to  do 
road  work.  This  arrangement  is  still  available,  however, 
ind  can  be  executed  this  summer  if  Council  decides  in  its 
favor. 

PALM  HOUSE. 

Exception  No.  2.    The  scheme  of  increasing  the  height 
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of  the  palm  -faonse  roof  to  what — from  an  old  picture — 
appeared  to  be  its  original  form,  was  for  certain  reasons 
postponed  until  this  spring.  A  temporary  shelter  was 
built  for  the  palms  and  the  work  of  reconstruction  was 
begun  in  March,  but  rainy  weather  delayed  the  completion. 
The  water  tanks  were  successfully  elevated  and  occupy 
positions  in  the  peak  of  present  roof,  nearly  twelve  feet 
higher  than  they  were  before,  thus  greatly  benefitting  the 
water  pressure  for  garden  use  as  well  as  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  hot  water  service.  The  additional  head 
room  gained  in  this  improvement  will  provide  better 
chances  for  the  growing  palms. 

SILK  PORTRAIT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Exception  No.  3,  The  woven  silk  portrait  of  Wash- 
ington was  to  be  reframed,  but  decision  was  not  reached  as 
to  most  appropriate  form. 

The  Regent  then  directed  a  postponement  of  this  order. 

FILLING  BACK  OF  SEA  WALL. 

Exception  No,  4,  After  laying  the  finishing  stretch  of 
coping  (1175  feet)  on  the  sea  wall,  in  June  last,  I  made 
arrangements  with  the  owner  of  the  only  hydraulic  machin- 
ery within  reach  to  fill  the  space  between  the  wall  and 
natural  embankment  with  mud  dredged  from  the  river. 

Unexpected  difficulty  was  encountered  in  the  refractory 
character  of  the  mud  and  a  change  of  machinery  was  found 
imperative.  An  attempt  made  to  lift  the  material  over  by 
means  of  a  boom  dredge  was  not  satisfactory.  A  suitably 
equipped  pump  dredge  is  now  being  made  to  continue  this 
work. 

SEA  WALL. 

The  completion  of  the  sea  wall,  above  alluded  to,  was 
accomplished  last  June  and  I  take  occasion  to  refer  briefly 
to  the  history  of  this  very  important  work.    It  was  under- 
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taken  in  1894,  carried  on  from  year  to  year — ^as  you  know — 
and  finished  in  1902.  Its  substantial  construction  of  solid 
masonry  has  the  following  dimensions:  Height,  six  feet 
above  low  tide;  average  thickness,  two  and  a  half  feet,  and 
total  length  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  The 
cost— $15,378.47 — has  been  defrayed  by  Mrs.  Hearst,  Vice 
Regent  for  California.  When  the  filling  back  of  the  wall 
is  accomplished  the  river  front  of  Mount  Vernon  will 
present  a  most  attractive  appearance. 

NO  SMOKING. 

The  order  of  Council  to  post  notices  at  the  entrance 
gates  to  warn  visitors  against  smoking  while  at  Mount 
Vernon  was  promptly  put  in  effect  and  the  rule  has  been 
successfully  enforced. 

STATE   NAMES. 

As  directed  also  by  Council  all  state  names  were  re- 
moved from  the  several  rooms  of  the  mansion  and  new 
tablets  placed  over  the  doors  of  same  giving  simply  the 
original  designations.  The  tablet  at  the  North  Lodge  gate 
was  changed  as  requested  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 

TOMB. 

The  vestibule  of  the  Tomb  was  paved  with  square  tiles 
of  Indiana  limestone,  which  very  nearly  accords,  in  appear- 
ance of  age,  with  the  sarcophagi.  The  glaring  red  paint 
which  for  many  years  had  disfigured  the  brick  facade  of  the 
Tomb,  was  removed  as  far  as  possible.  It  was  then  found 
that  the  old  mortar  joints  were  defective  and  I  caused  the 
entire  front  to  be  repointed  with  cement.  Defective  joints 
in  other  parts  of  the  walls  then  received  attention.  To 
carry  off  the  water  from  the  roof  of  the  vestibule  new  eve 
gutters  and  spouting  were  supplied.  The  ivy  planted  a  year 
ago  within  the  walled  enclosure  of  the  tomb  shows  now  a 
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vigorous  g^rowth  and  it  should  not  be  long  in  covering  the 
brick  coping. 

The  usual  occasions  for  decorating  the  tomb  were 
appropriately  observed. 

Floral  or  evergreen  tributes  were  received  as  foHows: 

May  22.  Count  and  Countess  Rochambeau,  Count 
Lafayette,  and  their  distinguished  suite  brought  a  hand- 
some wreath  and  planted  a  memorial  tree.  For  this  cere- 
monial I  procured  a  maple  from  Yorktown. 

May  30.  National  Decoration  Day — a  large  wreath  of 
roses  from  the  White  House. 

Oct.  14.  The  Crown  Prince  of  Siam  and  his  suite 
placed  in  the  Tomb  two  rich  floral  designs. 

Nov.  4.  Masons  from  the  Washington  -  Alexandria 
Lodge  celebrated,  by  floral  tribute,  the  150th  anniversary 
of  Washington's  joining  their  order. 

Dec.  14.  Masons  representing  the  lodges  of  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Alexandria  observed  the  anniversary  of 
Washington's  death  by  placing  on  his  sarcophagus  flowers 
and  evergreens. 

Feb.  28.  The  Society  of  Children  of  the  American 
Revolution  brought  an  evergreen  wreath. 

GROUNDS. 

After  the  presence  of  the  great  crowds  last  autumn 
considerable  work  was  necessary  to  overcome  the  unusually 
severe  wear  and  tear  on  the  grounds,  walks  and  roads. 
Indeed  the  blemishes  are  not  yet  completely  effaced.  The 
areas  of  turf  most  worn  have  been  resodded,  roads  and 
walks  graded,  but  on  the  hillside  paths  where  the  gravel  is 
constantly  shifting,  and  the  harshness  of  the  surface  causes 
visitors  to  walk  by  preference  on  the  adjacent  turf,  thereby 
wearing  it  away,  it  seems  impossible  to  preserve  a  tidy 
appearance.     Some  rigid  surface,  such  as  brick,  is  really 
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sential,  and  in  time  would  save  the  expense  of  origiml 
tlay,  beside  affording  the  comfort  whicti  the  iocreasiac 
ivel  demands.  This  brings  me  to  the  point  of  urging 
sin,  as  I  did  last  year,  the  especial  importance  of  brick 
vements  leading  from  the  main  walks  to  the  ends  of  the 
st  jKtrtico.  The  mud  and  grit  that  is  tracked  from  present 
ilks  is  rapidly  wearing  the  sand  stone  steps  and  tiles  of 
e  porch,  to  say  nothing  of  the  floors  of  the  mansion.  To 
tter  the  appearance  of  the  grounds,  lilacs  and  roses  were 
inted  near  the  North  Lodge  gate,  where  so  many  visitors 
ter,  while  in  the  ravine  and  on  the  hillside  bordering  the 
proach  from  the  wharf,  wild  azalia,  laurel,  euonymns, 
:.,  were  used  to  fill  an  otherwise  bare  space.  Young 
gwood  trees  and  shrubs  were  set  out  near  the  flower 
rden  wall.  More  honeysuckle  was  transplanted  to  the 
llside  near  the  wharf.  This  will,  in  time,  cover  the 
□und  there  and  prevent  the  surface  wash. 

Two  of  the  trees  planted  last  May — one  by  Counts 
tchambeau  and  Lafayette,  the  other  by  the  Alpha  Delta 
li  fraternity — died,  as  I  feared  they  might,  because  lifted 
a  late.  Others  were  put  in  their  stead.  That  for  the 
■enchmen  I  obtained  (after  much  trouble)  from  the  bat- 
!fie1d  of  Yorktown.  The  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  of 
nerica  visited  Mount  Vernon  early  last  summer,  and  as 
mmemorative  of  their  visit,  sent  in  December  a  small  oak 
!e  with  the  request  that  it  might  be  planted  in  their 
me.  I  accordingly  gave  it  a  position  on  the  roadside 
oat  one  hundred  yards  south  of  the  Tomb,  and  near 
lere  a  tree  was  planted  in  1899  for  the  American  Society 
Mechanical  Engineers. 

The  wooded  ridge  where  are  the  graves  of  so  many  of 
e  old  servants — opposite  the  Tomb— has  been  cleared  of 

leaves  and  debris  and  sown  with  a  mixture  of  seeds 
lich  may  find  lodgment  there  and  be  a  benefit  to  that 
ot. 


17 

Transplanting  cedar  trees  to  fill  gaps  in  the  row  near 
the  North  Lodge  gate  was  repeated,  but  I  find  it  most 
difficult  to  move  sticcessfullj  even  medium  sized  trees  of 
this  variety  without  the  special  appliances  needed  for  suck 
work. 

A  land-slide  of  alarming  force  occurred  a  few  weeks' 
ago  under  the  brow  of  the  hill  almost  in  front  of  the  man* 
sion.  This  freak  is  the  result  of  the  unusual  rainfall  of  last 
winter  causing  an  outburst  of  springs  from  the  steep  hillside 
of  the  deer  park  where  a  stratum  of  quicksand  outcrops.  I 
made  two  attempts  by  deep  ditching  to  reach  the  springs 
which  caused  the  disturbances.  For  a  time  the  experiment 
seemed  successful  and  the  movement  abated.  Later^ 
however,  there  was  a  fresh  outburst  at  an  unexpected 
point  and  the  best  we  could  do,  under  the  circumstances^ 
was  to  deflect  the  course  of  the  sliding  mud  and  make  it 
spread  as  much  at  possible  when  reaching  the  low  ground 
back  of  the  sea  wall. 

Eventually  it  will  be  necessary,  I  fear,  to  thoroughly 
drain  the  steep  hillside  in  front  of  the  mansion,  by  a  deep 
cut  to  and  through  the  stratum  of  quicksand  and  springs^ 
with  ample  outlets.  For  this  important  and  necessarily 
expensive  work,  skilled  engineers  should  be  consulted  as  to 
best  method  of  treatment. 

PAINTING. 

What  occupied  a  great  part  of  the  employes  spare  time 
the  past  few  months  was  the  work  of  painting.  In  both 
the  Quarters  all  the  wood  finish  was  thoroughly  coated,  as 
was  also  the  outer  cornice  and  gables. 

The  summer  house  received  two  coats  of  white  lead 
and  oil,  the  shingle  roofs  of  all  the  larger  buildings,  except 
the  mansion  and  barn,  were  painted  with  Princes  Metallic 
paint.  The  lodges,  visitor's  entrance,  and  large  iron  gate 
were  painted  inside  and  out. 

The  paint  of  doorways  in  the  mansion  required  frequent 
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cleaning,  and  some  of  it  had  to  be  removed.  The  room 
furnished  by  Maine  was  repainted,  also  the  family  kitchen. 
The  metal  roof  of  implement  shed  and  of  Tomb,  iron  work 
df  Tomb  and  adjoining  enclosures,  the  roof  and  balustrade 
of  east  portico,  also  fences  and  gates,  all  had  attention. 

WHITEWASHING. 

The  fences  of  lanes  and  barnyard,  the  brick  walls  of 
gardens  and  lodges,  the  several  cellars  and  the  interior  of 
ll  i  stables  received  their  periodical  application  of  whitewash. 

I  Cs^lcimine  was  applied  to  rooms  in  charge  of  Virginia,  Dis- 

trict of  Columbia,  Florida,  West  Virginia,  Maryland;  most 
of  the  rooms  in  the  Quarters,  the  butler*s  house,  watch 
room,  office,  kitchen,  and  gatekeeper's  lodge. 
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mSCELLANBOUS  REPAIRS. 

Not  to  make  this  report  more  burdensome  with  elabor- 
ate details  I  will  give  briefly  a  list  of  what  work  has  bad 
our  attention. 

The  floors,  windows,  hand  rails  and  stairs  in  mansion 
strengthened. 

Cracks  in  plastering  in  several  rooms  cut  out  and  filled; 

Furniture  cleaned,  oiled,  polished  and  rearranged. 

Iron  work  of  fireplace  in  Washington's  room  reset. 

Council  table  leng^thened. 

Steps  of  library  porch,  tiles  of  east  portico  and  stone 
steps  of  mansion  repaired. 

Temporary  board  walks  laid  to  mansion  approaches 
•during  winter  to.  prevent  tracking  grit  from  the  wet  and 
muddy  gravel. 

Repaired  slate  roofs  of  summer  house  and  deer  house. 

All  rpofs  and  eave  gutters  examined  and  strengthened^ 

Shingle  roof  oi  one  of  the  cabins  renewed. 

West  lodge  gate  and  other  gates,  also  fences,  repaired 

Cement  joints  between  flagging  of  stone  walk  refilled^ 

Portions  of  the  block  paving  at  wharf  relaid. 
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Temporary  baildings  on  river  front  removed. 

Smoke  stack  and  roof  of  en^ne  house  renewed. 

Couplings*  of  fire  hose  changed. 

Cobble  stone  gutters  repaired. 

All  wells  cleaned;  cistern  near  mansion  strengthened. 

Pnnrps  and  engines  overhauled,  and  new  grates  pro* 
vided  for  heating  system. 

Greenhouse  stages  were  cleared  and  rebuilt. 

Hotbed  sash  painted  and  reglazed. 

A  partition  arranged  in  Kansas  quarters  for  another 
sleeping  room  there. 

All  wire  screens  removed,  repaired  and  placed  in  posi- 
tion again. 

Flagstaff  foundation  made  stronger. 

The  various  tools  and  implements  kept  in  order. 

LABORERS. 

The  varied  duties  of  the  day  laborers,  over  which  I 
exercised  careful  supervision,  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

Plowing  for  and  tending  crops. 

Grubbing  sprouts  on  ''new  ground." 

Trimming  trees  and  burning  brush. 

They  cut  wood  for  fuel,  transplanted  trees,  wild  shrub- 
bery, etc. 

Cleaned  swamp  ditches,  hauled  rubbish,  mixed  and 
spread  compost,  shucked  com,  stored  the  hay  and  fodder, 
weeded  walks,  whitewashed  fences  ancf  walls. 

Cutting  sod  for  and  patching  the  worn  turf,  rolling, 
mowing  and  raking  the  lawns,  fell  to  their  share. 

A  most  laborious  task  was  their  work  in  the  mud  of  the 
landslide. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

The  asparagus  bed  was  replanted  last  autumn  and 
mulched  heavily  with  compost  to  protect  against  freezing. 
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Early  this  spring  wood  ashes  were  applied  and  the  groand 
spaded  and  salted.  Rhubarb  and  horseradish  roots  were 
planted,  as  advised,  and  some  currant  bushes  were  set  out. 
Deep  ditches  were  dug  to  right  and  left  of  the  gravel  walk 
of  loMcer  terrace,  drained  by  a  base  of  broken  stone  and 
bricks,  the  earth  filling  being  carefully  enriched  as  special 
preparation  for  peonies,  yuccas,  etc.,  afterwards  planted 
there. 

The  buds  of  apricots,  plums,  quinces,  peaches  and 
early  strawberries  were  practically  destroyed  by  April  frosts. 
The  strawberry  beds  were  doubled  in  size  and  the  later 
blooms  give  promise  of  good  results. 

Long  spells  of  rainy  and  cold  weather  in  April  delayed 
the  spring  planting.  Tomatoes,  lettJI^e,  radishes,  parsley, 
etc.,  raised  under  glass  are  fairly  well  advanced.  Raspber- 
ries, gooseberries,  currants,  figs  and  gr^pe  vines  have  had 
regular  attention. 

Stable  manure  was  liberally  applied  to  both  flower 
garden  and  kitchen  garden,  and  on  the  latter  a  dressing  of 
wood  ashes  and  lime. 

Flower  beds  were  mulched  with  rakings  from  the 
lawns  to  prevent  severe  baking  of  the  soil  by  hot  summer 
sun,  and  to  conserve  moisture. 


*»t 


LAWNS. 


The  perplexities  of  former  years  as  to  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  our  lawn  impelled  me  to  even  greater  efforts  this 
spring  to  discover  a  solution  of  the  problem.  I  studied 
conditions  at  Arlington,  the  Soldier's  Home,  the  parks  in 
Washington  and  elsewhere,  and  wrote  to  authorities  on  the 
subject.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  two  of  their  experts — Mr.  Galloway,  Chief 
of  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  and  Mr.  Spillmau,  Agrosto- 
logist — gave  much  time  and  thought  to  the  consideration  of 
soil,  climate  and  our  facilities  for  improvement.    The  net 
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result  of  their  investigation  is  rather  discoaraging  and 
makes  it  appear  almost  imi>ossible  to  maintain  here  a  pure 
blue  grass  turf — such  as  we  desire — chiefly  because  our 
climatic  conditions  are  more  favorable  to  other  grasses — 
notably  Bermuda — the  encroachments  of  which  have  so 
increased  as  to  render  it  likely  that  it  will  soon  entirely 
supplant  the  more  attractive  grasses.  Whatever  may  be 
attempted  therefore  as  a  remedy  would  be  temporary 
expediency  rather  than  permanent  relief. 

What  really  promises  substantial  benefit  to  the  turf  is 
the  pasturing  of  sheep  thereon.  By  using  a  portable  wire 
fence  the  sheep  may  be  changed  to  the  different  lawns  as 
conditions  require. 

FARM. 

The  spring  of  1902  was  peculiarly  unfavorable  through- 
out this  section  of  the  country  for  timothy,  clover  and  oats. 
Wheat,  com  and  millet,  however,  turned  out  very  well. 
As  evidence  of  improvement  to  soil  where  a  green  crop  was 
plowed  in  for  enrichment,  such  soil  3rielded  28  bushels  of 
wheat  to  the  acre,  while  on  adjacent  land  not  so  enriched  but 
otherwise  treated  the  same,  the  yield  was  but  16  bushels. 

Ten  acres  of  the  wheat  stubble  I  plowed  and  seeded  to 
cow  peas  and  secured  a  partial  crop,  which  with  the  corn 
fodder  and  millet  made  sufficient  long  feed  for  the  stock. 

We  have  now  eight  acres  in  wheat  (this  sown  also  to 
clover  and  timothy.) 

Three  acres  in  rye  for  pasture. 

Four  acres  in  clover  and  timothy. 

Five  acres  in  oats. 

Four  acres  in  mixed  grasses. 

Sixteen  acres  for  corn. 

Ten  acres  for  cow  peas. 

Four  acres  for  millet. 

Twelve  acres  for  pasture. 

The  prospect  for  hay  this  year  promises  well. 


L„ 
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The  wheat,  grass  lots  and  lawns  were  rolled  this  spring 
— a  large  two-horse  roller  being  bought  for  that  purpose. 
All  the  barnyard  compost  was  applied  to  ground  to  be 
plowed  for  corn.  There  are  several  acres  now  open  for 
improvement  north  of  the  west  vista,  where  trees  wrecked 
by  wind-fall  have  been  cleared  away.  To  pull  the  stumps 
and  grub  the  sprouts,  attention  should  be  given  next 
autumn. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

Of  live  stock  we  have  five  horses,  one  bull,  four  milch 
cows,  two  heifers,  three  calves,  nineteen  deer.  The  flock 
of  sheep  is  borrowed  for  this  experiment  of  lawn  improve- 
ment. Two  undesirable  cows  were  sold  last  autumn  and 
during  the  winter  one  died.  A  grade  cow  was  purchased 
this!  spring. 

The  pasture  range  was  extended  to  include  three  acres 
of  woodland  of  the  Gould  lot.  The  cow  stables  have  been 
disinfected  several  times  and  I  have  endeavored  to  keep 
them  thoroughly  cleaned.  Racks  for  fodder  and  hay  under 
the  barn  yard  shed  were  built. 

From  Mrs.  Manderson,  Vice-Regent  for  Nebraska, 
were  received  four  Langshan  fowls  as  the  beginning  of  a 
poultry  yard.  The  number  is  now  increased  by  recent 
hatchings. 

From  the  National  Zoological  Park  three  young  pea* 
fowls  were  purchased  to  make  up  the  original  quota  of  six. 
They  will  not  be  in  full  plumage  until  a  year  older.  The 
attractive  appearance  of  these  birds  will  scarcely  compen* 
sate,  I  fear,  for  their  mischief  in  the  gardens,  picking  off 
flowers  and  budding  fruit.  The  attempt  to  confine  them 
resulted  in  the  death  of  two. 

COAL. 

The  subject  of  our  suppfy  of  coal  for  last  "Wiiitw  was  a 
vexing  one  because  of  the  strike  at  the  mines,  and  local 
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dealers  could  obtain  nothing  for  us.  Through  the  kindness 
of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  influential  parties  were 
reached  and  two  shipments  of  coal  finally  obtained — not 
our  full  quota,  but  enough,  by  supplementing  wood,  to 
carry  us  through  the  winter.  Fortunately  the  boilers  for 
our  heating  system  are  arranged  for  both  wood  and  coaL 
The  price  of  coal  is  now  much  lower  than  can  be  expected 
again  this  year  and  I  advise  the  placing  of  our  order  with- 
out delay. 

Discovering  too  that  an  advance  in  the  price  of  iron 
castings  was  imminent,  I  purchased  a  full  set  of  grates  for 
future  needs  of  the  hot  water  plant. 

MODEL  OF  MANSION. 

An  offer  was  made  by  three  young  ladies,  the  Barkentin 
sisters,  of  Martins  Ferry,  Ohio,  to  construct  for  exhibition 
at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  a  small  model  oi  the  Mount 
Vernon  Mansion,  said  model  to  be  protected  by  copyright* 
be  exhibited  in  the  name  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Exposition  be 
forwarded  to  Mount  Vernon  as  the  property  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  proposition  involved  the  Association  in  no  ex- 
pense and  risked  none  of  its  interests.  The  only  request 
was  that  the  name  of  the  modelers  should  appear  with  their 
work. 

After  due  consideration  the  Regent  consented  and 
directed  me  to  furnish  the  necessary  data. 

AMERICAN  BOOR  COMPANY. 

The  American  Book  Co.,  of  New  York,  requested  pho- 
tographs of  certain  objects  of  ititeredt  at  Mount  Vemoti  to 
iUustrate  their  new  school  history  then  in  ptep^tration.  ^e 
cibmtQtihication  was  tofwatded,  o!  course;  to  the  ftegent, 
aifd  her  conidtisioti  Was  t?hat  fdrsb  hnj^rblttt  a  'puBlit^tfent 
having  for  its  object  the  enlightenment:  ahdiristructioti^t)! 

youth  oi  bar  tbrfntry,"  every '  reasonable'  a^tstance 
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should  be  given.  To  that  end  I  was  instructed  to  have 
photographs  made,  as  desired,  and  the  prints  were  duly 
copyrighted  before  being  forwarded  to  the  publishers. 

DONATIONS. 

Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  sent 
$3.00  for  the  contingent  fund. 

Mrs.  Hearst,  Vice-Regent  for  California,  forwarded 
$100.00  to  be  divided  among  the  servants  for  Christmas. 

From  Count  Rochambeau  were  received  interesting 
photographs  of  portraits  of  his  distinguished  ancestor  and 
of  General  Washington. 

From  the  Hannah  Winthrop  Chapter  D.  A.  R.,  a 
iramed  engraving  of  Washington  for  the  library. 

From  Mrs.  Lyman  Tiffany,  of  New  York,  a  pair  of 
Washington's  silk  stockings. 

From  Miss  Mary  E.  Powel,  of  Newport,  an  autograph 
letter  from  Washington.  Another  also  from  Mr.  Robt.  C. 
Hathbone,  of  New  York. 

From  Miss  McFadden,  of  New  York,  her  annual  gift  of 
two  National  flags. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Toland,  of  Martinsburg,  Ohio,  loaned  an  old 
newspaper  of  1783,  containing  Washington's  farewell  orders 
to  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  C.  W.  Magruder,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  sends 
a  list  of  relics  in  his  possession  which  he  is  willing  to  place 
iiere  as  a  loan. 

From  Mr.  C.  Faberge,  of  Moscow,  Russia,  photo- 
rgraphs  and  descriptions  of  a  handsome  memorial  locket 
containing  hair  of  Washington.  This  is  offered  for  sale- 
price  $1,000.00. 

Mrs.  Wain,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  to  the  Pennsyl- 
Tania  room  two  historically  interesting  marble  hearth- 
stones (for  shovel  and  tongs. ) 

Judge  James  A.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  through  the  Vice- 
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Regent  for  that  state,  donates  a  photograph  of  an  original 
portrait  of  Washington.  This  he  desires  may  be  placed  in 
the  room  furnished  by  Maryland. 

BOAT. 

The  steamboat  was  withdrawn  January  3rd  for  its 
annual  overhauling,  and  resumed  its  daily  schedule  Febru- 
ary 16th. 

During  that  interval  the  Electric  Railway  Company 
extended  the  courtesy  of  free  transportation  to  the  Mount 
Vernon  employes. 

EMPLOYES. 

Several  changes  have  occurred  among  the  employes 
during  the  year. 

Mr.  Hudson,  one  of  the  guards,  resigned  May  31st. 

Mr.  Thomas,  a  former  employe,  was  chosen  in  his 
stead. 

December  1st,  Hattie  Marshall  came  as  cook  in  place 
of  Sarah  Taylor. 

April  1st,  1903,  two  of  the  guards,  Furr  and  Thomas, 
resigned)  and  Anderson  and  Permar  were  appointed. 

Uniforms,  rubber  coats  and  boots  were  furnished  the 
men  as  usual. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  the  employes  for 
their  faithful  service. 

CONCLUSION. 

Ladies,  this  my  annual  report  is  now  about  concluded, 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  patient  consideration.  The  un- 
usually busy  year  has  made  necessary  a  much  heavier  de- 
mand upon  the  Regent  for  instructions  to  guide  me,  but  she 
has  been  ever  alert  and  unfailing  in  her  kind  and  wise 
rulings.  My  appreciation  of  her  direction  in  my  work  is 
beyond  expression.  I  have  endeavored  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  many  details  that  have  had  my  earnest  attention. 


and  I  hope  your  iavestigations  will  convince  you  that  niy 
labor  for  the  welfare  of  Mount  Vernon  has  not  been  in 
vain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Faithfully  yonrs, 
HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 

Res.  Sec.  and  Supt. 


GARDENERS  REPORT. 


Mount  Vernon,  Fairfax  Co.,  Va.,  May  16,  1903. 
Ladies: — 

I  herewith  submit  report  of  greenhouse  and  garden  for 

year  ending  April  30,  1903: 

Total  receipts $1021.36 

Expenditures  for  postacre,  etc.,  on  orders 15.80 

Cash  to  Superintendent $1005.55 

I  have  carried  out  instructions  of  Council  as  to  Harri- 
son roses  at  R.  R.  gate,  and  Lily  of  the  Valley  in  flower 
garden,  etc.  I  can  say  little  in  regard  to  my  work  the  past 
year,  as  the  result  and  appearances  must  speak  for  me. 

Roses  and  carnations  did  fairly  well  during  the  winter; 
and,  in  fact,  everything  thrived,  in  my  opinion. 

I  sincerely  hope  my  efforts  may  meet  with  your  appre- 
ciation and  assure  you  those  efforts  will  not  relax  or  be 
abated,  but  I  shall  earnestly  endeavor  to  make  each  and 
every  year  an  improvement  over  the  preceding  one. 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  Franklin  A.  Whelan. 

OARDENER'S  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Salary  of  gardener $1800.00 

Salary  of  Oswald  Oners 480.00 

Salary  of  WUliam  Harrison 360,00 

&pended  by  gardener 15.80 

$2655.80 
Receipte $1021.35 

Netcost $1634.46 
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RMni's  cheek  for  piin^ogtexpenaes $79.60 

BiUofH.  J.  Allen  for  printing  expenses  .  79.60 
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P6ffent*8  check  for  office  expenses $50.00 

Office  expenses: 

Typewriting $10.00 

Assistant  in  packing 6.00 

Postage  and  expressage 16.00 

Stamps  and  envelopes 6.00  38.00 

Balance $12,00 

JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Secretary. 

STATE  HEPORTS. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  May  10,  1903. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  that  since  the 
last  meeting  of  Council  she  has  visited  many  of  the  citizens 
of  Alabama,  and  has  told  nearly  ten  thousand  students  and 
school  children  of  the  state  the  story  of  Mt.  Vernon  and  the 
wonderful  work  of  its  restoration  by  the  women  of  this 
Association. 

It  gives  her  pleasure  to  state  that  the  children  listened 
with  great  interest  and  enthusiasm,  and  the  teachers  report 
that  it  has  developed  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  with  increased 
admiration  and  love  for  the  character  of  Washington. 

The  press  nobly  seconded  her  efforts  in  this  behalf. 
The  children  of  the  state,  desiring  to  be  identified  with  Mt. 
Vernon,  have  made  a  voluntary  contribution  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  to  furnish  the  Alabama  room.  Roots  of 
ivy  have  been  forwarded  to  the  schools  contributing,  and  it 
was  planted  in  their  school  yards  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies. 

It  is  not  the  amount  of  the  gift  that  this  association 
regards,  but  the  spirit  that  prompts  it,  and  as  such  she  feels 
assured  that  this,  though  small,  will  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Johnston, 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 


29 
CAUFOUIIA* 

I  had  folly  expected  to  be  present  at  Council  this  year, 
hot  business  cares  have  detained  me  in  California,  and  I 
very  much  regret  that  my  absence  is  obligatory. 

I  am  notified  by  the  superintendent,  who  has  been  so 
kindly  carrying  out  my  instructions,  that  the  sea  wall  is 
entirely  completed,  and  I  am  glad  that  it  will  no  longer 
form  a  subject  of  my  report. 

I  enclose  herewith  check  for  one  hundred  dollars,  pay- 
able to  the  order  of  the  superintendent,  to  be  applied  to 
the  Endowment  Fund. 

Phebe  a.  Hearst, 

Vice  Regent  for  California. 


COLORADO. 

No  report.  Vice  Regent  prevented  from  attending 
Council  by  illness  in  family.  She  sent  a  check  to  the 
Regent  for  fifty  dollars  ($50,00). 


CONNECTICVT. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut 
presents  so  meagre  a  report.  Her  state  has  done  nothing, 
as  usual.  Personally,  she  has  had  the  pleasure  of  passing 
over  to  the  association  several  photographs  of  sun  dials* 
received  as  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Alice  Morse  Earl.  These  are 
pictures  of  sun  dials  from  the  Washington  homes  in  Eng- 
land; the  dial  once  at  Mt.  Vernon,  now  in  the  possession  of 
Wm.  Havemeyer,  Jr.,^  of  New  York;  another  dial  from 
"Kenmore,'*  the  home  of  Betty  Washington  (Mrs.  Law- 
rence Fielding);  also  the  dial  from  the  home  of  Mary 
Washington.  These  pictures  may,  possibly,  be  of  service 
in  suggesting  some  substitute  for  the  modem  dial  now  at 
Mt.  Vernon. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  supplied  a  few  small  additions  to 
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the  snperintendent's  table  service;  also,  three  pea  fowl  to 
fill  the  place  made  vacant  by  death,  hoping  to  make  per- 
manent this  feature  of  the  olden  time. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hbuson, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticat. 


DELAWAILC 

From  Mr.  Samuel  Bancroft,  Jr.,  of  Wilmington,  I 
report  a  gift  of  "two  rough  sketches  by  Sir  Benjamin  West 
(in  pencil)  and  another  paperi  with  a  Latin  inscription  (in 
ink)."  "The  whole  thing'  showa  that  it  is  simply  the  nota- 
tion by  him  of  first  ideas  as  to  what  he  would  suggest  for  a 
monument  to  be  placed  over  the  burial  place  of  the  Father 
of  his  country."  These  were  found  among  some  papers 
bonght  for  Mr.  Bancroft  by  Mr.  Charles  Fairfax  Murray,  at 
a  sale  in  London  in  1898,  of  "the  last  relics  at  the  old 
abode  of  Sir  Benjamin  West."  Mr.  Bancroft  presents  them, 
regarding  this  association  as  their  proper  custodians. 

At  the  request  of  the  Delaware  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames,  I  read  a  paper  at  their  February  meeting,  on  the 
"Origin  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association."  The 
following  resolution,  which  was  passed,  I  was  requested 
to  read  to  this  council:  "The  Delaware  Society  of 
Colonial  Dames  of  America  sends,  through  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Delaware,  greetings  to  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon 
Association,  and  desires,  as  descendants  of  patriotic 
sires,  to  thank  the  association  for  the  noble  work  which  it 
has  done,  in  preserving,  for  the  American  Nation,  the  home 
and  tomb,  forever  sacred,  of  George  Washington." 

Later  in  the  winter,  I  read  the  Mount  Vernon  paper  to 
the  Csesar  Rodney  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

I  have  supplied  some  new  linen  to  replace  that  which 
is  worn,  in  the  Delaware  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRrET  Clayton  Combgys. 

Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 
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DISTRICT  or  COLVNBIA. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  has  to 
report,  that  with  some  money  given  for  the  needs  of  the 
rooo3  assigned  to  her,  she  has  asked  Mr.  Dodge  to  carry 
out  the  request  of  the  furniture  committee  in  r^^ard  to 
curtains  for  the  window  and  the  bed^  to  the  extent  that  the 
amount  on  hand  will  admit  In  the  matter  of  ''a  proper 
spring  for  the  bed/'  she  declined  altering  that  piece  of  furr 
niture;  it  came  originally  irom  Mount  Vernon  and  is  a  relic 
of  the  past  in  its  s^tructure.  It  would  be  vandalism,  for  the 
comfort  of  an  * 'occasional  occupant"  to  modernize  it.  In 
furnishing  the  room,  an  effort  was  made  to  get  articles 
identified  with  the  place,  or  as  far  as  attainable,  of  that 
period* 

Mary  T.  Barnes, 
Vice  Regent  for  District  of  Columbia. 


The  Vice  Regent  of  Georgia  reports  having  seen  inter- 
esting relics  of  Gen.  Washington.  A  pair  of  perfectly 
preserved  lava  pitchers  with  lids,  marked,  '*G.  W.  1776," 
which  the  owner  is  willing  to  sell.    These  pitchers  were 

given  by  Gen.  Washington  to  her  ancestor.  Gov.  S 

of  Rhode  Island;  also  a  pair  of  coasters,  marked,  ''G.  W. 
1776/'     These  latter  plated  and  much  worn. 

The  Vice  Regent  hopes  these  relics  may  be  secured  for 
Mount  Vernon. 

Georgia  P.  Wilder, 

Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 


ILLINOIS— N«  lUfwl 


KiUHSAS. 

The  reports  for  1902  were  distributed  in  the  state,  and, 
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in  several  instances,  more  were  called  for,  as  the  very  in- 
teresting report  of  the  Regent  and  the  farewell  address  of 
the  founder  were  particularly  attractive. 

The  **one  dollar"  annual  gift  of  Mrs.  Sleeper,  of  Io)a, 
is  not  forthcoming  this  year,  as  the  family  were  burned  out 
of  house  and  home  during  the  year.  She  hopes,  however, 
to  continue,  hereafter,  this  little  annual  gift. 

A  pleasant  incident  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  last  year 
Mrs.  Ball,  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia,  presented  me  with  a 
portrait  of  Washington  suitable  for  school  rooms.  This  I 
had  framed  and  a  friend  presented  it  for  me  to  Hawthorne 
school.  Second  ward,  Ottawa. 

The  enthusiasm  of  my  friend  about  Washington  and 
Mount  Vernon  was  so  great  as  to  arouse  intense  interest 
among  the  scholars,  and  they  sent  by  two  of  their  number 
a  vote  of  thanks  signed  by  every  scholar  in  the  room. 

And,  as  they  * 'salute  the  flag'*  hereafter,  it  will  be  with 
renewed  interest  in  the  Father  of  his  Country  and  his  home 
and  tomb  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac. 

Jennie  M.  Ward, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


KENTUCKY. 


My  report  is  a  work  begun  rather  than  accomplished. 
I  have,  through  the  Women's  Clubs  of  Kentucky,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  urged  the  claims  of  Mount  Vernon  upon 
their  attention,  and  suggested  the  formation  of  societies, 
which,  by  a  small  annual  contribution,  might  prove  their 
interest  in  the  work  done  here.  I  have,  from  this  source, 
received  $25.00;  from  some  Masonic  lodges  I  have  a  gift  of 
$125.00;  from  the  Louisville  Chapter  of  S.  A.  R.,  I  have 
$10.00;  from  the  Fincastle  Chapter  of  D.  A.  R.,  I  have 
$5.00;  and  from  a  society  of  young  girls  in  Frankfort,  Ky., 
calling  themselves  ** Junior  Mount  Vernon,"  I  have  $35.00, 
making  in  all  $200.00,  which,  with  other  promised  gifts,  is 
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to  purchase  a  pair  of  mules,  which  I  hope  to  have  delivered 
at  Mount  Vernon  in  July. 

I  also  wish  to  report  that  transportation  for  these 
animals  will  be  given  me  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R.  R. , 
at  the  request  of  Judge  Alex.  Humphrey,  of  Louisville. 

Margaretta  M.  Barret, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 


LOUISliUilA. 

I  report  with  pleasure  the  following  additional  relics 
for  the  Charles  Angelo  Conrad  and  the  Lawrence  Lewis 
Conrad  case:  A  basket  of  worsted  flowers,  most  exquisitely 
made  by  Mrs.  Martha  Washington  and  loaned  by  Miss 
Mamie  Worthington  Conrad;  also  a  plate,  one  of  the  set 
presented  to  Gen.  Washington  by  Count  de  Foix;  several 
pieces  of  Mrs.  Washington's  gowns;  and  a  record  of  General 
Lafayette's  tour  through  the  United  States,  on  his  last  visit, 
in  1824. 

I  regret  I  have  not  been  able  to  present  to  the  public 
school  children  of  New  Orleans  Andrew  Reed's  memorial 
to  Washington,  which  I  have  done  for  several  years,  on 
February  22.  It  was  to  be  given  to  the  best  conducted  and 
most  truthful  child  in  each  class — not  to  the  best  student. 
But  the  public  school  board,  learning  of  the  unjust  partiality 
of  the  teachers,  decided,  very  properly^  that  no  more 
memorials  or  medals,  of  any  sort,  were  to  be  given. 

Ida  a.  Richardson, 

Vice  tCegent  for  Louisiana. 

MAINE. 

No  report.    Vice  Regent  presenl^  a  check  for  $50.00. 


MARYLAND. 

No  report.  The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  hoped,  at 
one  time,  to  be  able  to  attend  Council  this  year,  but  found 
hers  elf  unable  to  do  so,  to  her  deep  regret. 
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I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  first,  a  valuable  gift  from^ 
tlie  Hannah  AVinthrop  Chapter  D.  A.  R.,  of  Cambridge — a 
'fine  old  steel  engraving  of  Washington,  by  Ritchie,  from  a 
painting  by  Roth^rmell. 

The  Chapter  has  taken  great  pains  to  select  a  gift 
which  is  valuable  in  itself,  and  which  they  trust  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  Association,  and  they  gave  the  most  care- 
ful consideration  to  the  selection. 

I  also  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  colored  etching 
from  Ramage's  miniature  of  Ws^hington  and  some  books 
for  the  library.     (See  report. ) 

Mi5)s  Derby,  of  Boston,  sends  her  annual  subscription 
of  $5.00. 

The  reports  of  Council  have  been  didtributed,  but  I 
regret  that  illness  has  prevented  my  embradng  'dtdV^ral 
opportunities  of  reading  a  paper  on  Mt.  Vernon,  in  different 
pa^  of  the  state.  I  feel  very  confident  thit  the  venera- 
tion f^r  Mt.  Vernon  is  unabated,  as  I  hear  such  constant 
<expres^ns  of  interest  and  admiration. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  the  great  satisfaction,  at  this 
Council,  of  being  able  to  report  the  restoration  to  Mount 
Vernon  of  the  old  "Tambour  Secretary,"  devised  by  Gen. 
Washington  to  his  i!>hysician.  Dr.  James  Craik.  The  family 
is  now  so  scattered  that  they  feel  obliged  to  dispose  of  this 
valuable  relic,  and  I  am  in  correspondence  with  their  rep- 
resentative on  the  subject,  with  reasonable  hope  of  secur- 
ing it  and  replacing  it  in  the  library  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  chair  belonging  to  the  desk  that  was  included  in 
the  bequest  has,  unfortunately,  been  separated  from  it  and 
is  now  owned  by  a  memher  of  the  family  in  Tennessee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  M.  Longfellow, 

Vice  Hegent  for  Massachusetts. 
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WCaiGAN. 

The  Vice  R^ent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  of 
4J6.00  from  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  which  wjl 
jbe  applied  to  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  Washington  relies. 
The  Vice  Regent  adds  $50.00  for  the  same  fund. 

The  Vice  Regent  is  happy  to  be  able  to  add  some 
•evidence  concerning  the  original  ownership  of  the  old 
coach. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  brings  to  Council  an 
account  of  the  Washington  coach,  found  in  an  old  book, 
accompanied  by  a  picture,  both  of  which  correspond  with 
the  description  given  by  the  maker  of  both  the  Washington 
and  Powel  coaches,  who  has  testified  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  was  that  the  Washington  coach  was  round 

bodied  and  the  Powel  was  square. 

Contributed  by  the  Detroit  Mt.  Vernon  Society  .  .   .  $76.00 
Contributed 50.00 


$126.00 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 

Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

NiNNCSOTA. 

Minnesota  has  not  much  to  report  this  year.  A  dona- 
tion of  two  dollars  (2.00)  from  two  very  small  children  is 
much  appreciated,  which  sum  has  been  devoted  to  the  pur- 
chase of  rag  carpet  rugs  for  the  spinning  house. 

Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 

Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MISSOVRI. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  has  two  gifts  to  report: 
From  the  St.  Louis  Chapter  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
$45.00;  from  the  Kansas  City  Chapter,  $14.26.    Twelve 
large  photographs  of  the  mansion  were  sold  in  St.  Louis. 

Christine  B.  Graham, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 
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NEBIUUKA. 

I  regret  to  report  no  contribution  from  the  state  of 
Nebraska  daring;  the  past  year.  The  annual  reports  were 
received  and  distributed  by  me.  Some  of  our  leadms 
newspapers  published  illustrated  articles  and  interesting 
interviews  concerning  Mount  Vernon  and  the  Ladies' 
Association,  on  Washington's  birthday,  and  I  note  an  in- 
creased interest  in  the  details  of  his  life  and  great  career 
that  will  bear  fruit  in  coming  years. 

Rebeccas.  Manderson, 

Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska. 


NEW  HAMrSHIK.E. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Hampshire  reports  that  on 
April  fourth,  ult.,  she  received  from  the  assignee  of  the 
Cheshire  Provident  Institution,  of  Keene,  New  Hampshire, 
a  check  for  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($16.50),  pay- 
ment of  fourth  dividend  ordered  by  the  court,  being  10  per 
cent  of  the  amount  due  the  Association  on  the  Sarah  King 
Hale  fund,  by  the  commissioners.  This  check  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Riggs,  treasurer,  his  acknowledgment  herewith  enclosed. 

She  deeply  regrets  enforced  absence  from  Council. 
Abby  R.  Winder, 
Vice  Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  May  12,  1903. 


NEW  JCUCY. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  reports  the  following 
gifts  from  her  state  during  the  year: 

From  the  Mt.  Vernon  Society  of  Pl&infleld $25.00 

From  the  Mt.  Vemon  Society  of  Trenton 20.00 

From  the  Mt  Vernon  Society  of  Elizabeth 10.00 

From  the  Mt  Vemon  Society  of  Princeton 10.00 

From  the  Colonial  Dames  of  Trenton 10.00 

From  Mist  Clark  of  Belvidere 10.00 

tssxio 
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A  pair  of  old  silver  candlesticks  were  g^ven  by  Mrs.  E. 
P.  C.  Lewis,  of  Hoboken,  for  the  Lafayette  room,  and  the 
Vice  Regent  has  succeeded  in  procuring  an  old  brass  fender, 
which  completes  the  furniture  of  the  room. 

Helen  F.  Conover, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 


NEW  YORK-No  Report 


NORTH  CAR.OLINA. 

A  have  made  a  full  distribution  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
literature  in  my  state.  Repeated  invitations  from  the 
Ladies'  Clubs  of  North  Carolina,  to  give  them  a  report  of 
the  work  of  the  Association  and  of  Mt.  Vernon,  show  the 
ever-increasing  interest  in  the  effort  to  preserve  the  sacred 
spot  from  decay.  The  excursion  of  the  Federated  Clubs  of 
North  Carolina  to  Mt.  Vernon  was  postponed,  as  many  of 
the  official  ladies  were  pressed  into  service  to  aid  in  building 
the  monument  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

L.  H.  Walker, 
Vice  Reorent  for  North  Carolina. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  during  the  last 
year,  has  made  many  efforts  to  secure  for  Mount  Vernon 
articles  that  once  belonged  there.  A  number  of  persons 
written  to  on  the  subject  regretted  they  could  not  part 
with  their  treasures — at  present. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia, 
loaned  the  Custis  Bible  to'  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association. 
This  is  the  book  that  Martha  Washington  read  from,  daily, 
at  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  Vice  Regent,  according  to  a  resolution  passed  at 
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the  last  Couadl.  secured  a  reliable  man  for  farmer  oa  the 
Mt.  Vernon  estate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Ellen  Walk  Harrison, 

Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 


I.HODE  1U,AND. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  would  report  the 
gift  of  an  old  piece  of  furniture  for  the  committee  room  in 
the  east  quarters;  also,  an  old  tea  tray  for  the  table.  Two 
trees  from  Mt.  Vernon  were  planted  by  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  upon  Arbor  Day,  with  appropri- 
ate ceremonies.  The  sum  of  $50.00  was  given  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  as  in  former  years. 
Several  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  to  keep 
alive  the  interest  already  created  in  Mt.  Vernou. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  T.  C.  D.  Ames, 
May  15.  1903.  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 


SOVTH  CAR<H.INA. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  reports  interest  in 
the  great  and  sacred  work  of  the  preservation  and  restora- 
tion of  Mt.  Vernon  as  unabated  in  her  state.  The  Expo- 
sition, which  drained  the  state  of  all  extra  fnnds  last  year, 
made  it  impossible  to  secure  any  gifts  of  consequence.  A 
contribution  of  $8.00,  in  money,  and  some  china,  etc.,  for 
the  bed  room  assigned  to  South  Carolina,  is  all  I  have  to* 
report.  The  old  rug  from  the  dining  room  has  been  di^ 
posed  of  for  the  purpose  of  getting  some  soitable  pieces 
of  old  furniture  for  the  bed  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Elizabeth  W.  Allstok  Pringle, 

Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 
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TENNESSEE— No  Report. 


TEXAS. 


It  gives  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  much  pleiasure  to 
report  the  gift  of  $10.00  from  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  Thankful  Hubbard  Chapter,,  which  amount 
has  been  used  in  purchasing  a  pair  of  candlesticks  with 
glass  shades,  to  be  used  in  the  committee  room  in  the-  east 
quarters. 

The  Texas  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
have  placed  in  the  Texas  room  a  National  flag  and  one  of 
Texas.  Between  the  flags  is  the  coat  of  arms  of  their 
society.     Their  thoughtful  kindness  is  much  appreciated. 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Turner  has  given  a  beautiful  counterpane; 
also,  a  small  rug. 

Two  handsome  old  plates  were  presented  by  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Wolley.  The  Mt.  Vernon  reports  have  been 
distributed  freely  throughout  the  state. 

Other  contributions-  Mrs.  J.  A.  Eddy,  $1.00;  Miss 
Ella  Sealy,  $1.00;  Miss  McCarthy  and  Miss  Lila  Swearin- 
gen,  $1.75. 

RespeotfciUy  9id>mitted, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 


VIRGINIA. 


The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has  received  a  very  beau- 
tiful copy  of  the  coat  of  arms  of  Mary  Ball,  the  mother  of 
Washington.  This  copy  is  made  from  the  original  parch- 
ment of  Joseph  Ball,  the  father  of  Mary  Washington.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  present  this  beautiful  gift  to  the  asso- 
ciation from  Miss  Nannie  Barton  Rice,  of  Baltimore. 

From  Mrs.  Russell  Robinson,  of  Virginia,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  gift  of  one  of  the  silver  memorial  medals  that  were 
strack  off  at  the  time  of  Gen.  Lafayette's  visit  to  America. 
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On  the  22nd  of  last  February,  I  placed  the  portrait  of 
Washington,  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  in  fourteen  of  the  public 
schools  of  Richmond.  These  engravings  were  nicely 
framed  in  Flemish  oak,  and  to  each  one  of  them  was  at- 
tached the  memorial  to  Washington,  written  by  the  Eng- 
lishman, Andrew  Reed.  These  memorials  were  the  gift  of 
the  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 

I  also  sent  one  of  these  pictures,  with  memorials  at- 
tached, to  the  superintendents  of  the  schools  of  Norfolk, 
Williamsbut^,  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  Staunton  and 
Charlottesville,  with  the  request  that  they  be  placed  in  the 
banner  schools. 

From  Mrs.  Herbert  Claiborne,  commissioner  from  Vir- 
ginia to  the  Interstate  and  West  Indian  Exposition  at 
Charleston,  I  have  received  official  thanks  for  a  handsome 
set  of  framed  Mt.  Vernon  views  sent  to  that  exposition  to 
represent  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association. 

Emma  R.  Ball, 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  has  to  report  the 
promised  gift  of  a  chest  of  drawers  and  a  cheval  glass,  cer- 
tified to  as  belonging  to  Washington,  and  since  that  time 
having  been  in  the  Dandridtje  family,  which  is  meant  to  be 
placed  in  the  West  Virginia  room  in  the  mansion. 

She  has  distributed,  where  they  were  likely  to  do  good, 
the  Mt.  Vernon  reports  of  last  year,  and  has  had  the  plea- 
sure to  send  from  her  own  place,  in  West  Virginia,  six 
large  clumps  of  very  beautiful  pasonies,  grandiflora,  for  the 
new  border  in  the  kitchen  garden. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Sarah  Pendleton  Van  Rensselaer, 

Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 


REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  mansion  is  in  such  excellent  condition  that  the 
committee  has  but  few  suggestions  to  make,  which  are  as 
follows: 

That  the  corner  stone  be  given  proper  protection 
against  disintegration. 

That  the  mantel  in  General  Washington's  bed  room  be 
painted  white,  which  it  seems  to  have  been  originally. 

That  the  columns  and  wooden  sills  of  the  colonnade  be 
renewed  and  with  more  substantial  foundations. 

That  the  brick  foundation  of  the  smoke  house  be  re- 
built; also,  that  if  it  be  found  advisable  to  employ  a  farmer, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  suitable  accommodations 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 

Acting  Chairman. 
Ellen  Waln  Harrison, 

A.  I.  C.  D.  Ames. 
Report  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  suggest  that  rubber  strips  be 
supplied  for  all  the  halls  where  the  superintendent  thinks 
it  necessary. 

That  the  spread  on  the  bed  of  the  "green  room'*  be 
thoroughly  bleached. 

That  a  suitable  valence  be  made  for  the  bedstead  in 
General  Washington's  room. 

That  the  Martha  Washington  room  be  refurnished  in 
flowered  chintz. 
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That  the  back  of  the  Benjatnia  Franklin  chair  be  re 

paired. 

A.  I.  C.  D.  Ames,  Chairman. 

Christine  B.  Graham, 

Georgia  P.  Wilder, 

Helen  F.  Conover, 

Ellen  Waln  Harrison. 

Accepted. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  reports  that  it  has  examined  the 
books  and  finds  them  in  good  condition. 

The  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  library: 

1.  The  Republican  Court. 

2.  Neuman's  Frederick  the  Great. 

8.    Wilberforce's  View  of  Christianity,  1799. 

4.  Monuments  of  Washington's  Patriotism. 

5.  Washington  in  His  Letters,  S.  Weir  Mitchell. 
An  old  extract  book  of  Mary  L.  Custis,  1810. 
Part  of  an  old  will  of  John  Custis. 

6.  Three  old  papers  of  the  Custis  families,  John  Custis 
and  Daniel  Custis;  one  volume  of  old  newspaper  clippings 
from  record  committee. 

The  committee  regrets  not  being  able  to  add  to  this 
collection  a  very  unique  letter  from  Gen.  Washington, 
signed  by  him  and  Martha  Washington  conjointly,  the  only 
one  known  to  exist.  It  was  sold  in  Philadelphia  at  a  fabu- 
lous price,  far  beyond  the  offer  of  this  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alice  M.  Longfellow,  Chairman. 
Helen  F.  Conover, 
Ida  a.  Richardson, 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Accepted.  Lizzie  Johnson  Johnston. 

report  of  committee  on  relics. 
The  committee  has  to  report  having  examined  every 
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case,  verified  each  relic  and  seen  that  every  article  was 
properly  cleansed.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  report  the  receipt 
of  a  basket  of  worsted  flowers,  most  artistically  made,  by 
Mrs.  George  Washington,  and  loaned  by  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Conrad  and  Miss  Mamie  Worthington  Conrad;  and,  also, 
from  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lewis  Conrad,  a  plate,  one  of  a  set 
sent  Gen.  Washington  by  the  Comte  de  Foix,  and  several 
pieces  of  Mrs.  Washington's  gowns,  and  a  record  of  Gen. 
Lafayette's  tour  through  the  United  States,  on  his  last 
visit,  in  1824;  also  a  very  valuable  cane  of  Gen.  Washing- 
ton's, a  present  to  him  from  Louis  XVI,  inherited  and 
used  by  Judge  Bushrod  Washington — donated  by  Mrs. 
Robert  King  Stone,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  through  Mrs. 
Barnes,  the  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Ida  a.  Richardson. 
Accepted.  Georgia  P.  Wildbr. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  reports  having  placed  in  the  library, 

this  year,  an  additional  volume  of  filed  newspaper  clippings. 

So  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  work  of  filing  the  early  records 

of  the  Association  is  now  finished;  but  as  others  may  come 

into  our  possession,  we  ask  that  the  $67.10,  which  we  have 

still  ix\  bank  to  our  credit,  may  be  left  there  for  possible 

future  use, 

Harriet  C.  Comegvs>  Chairman. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Accepted.  Jennie  M.  Ward. 

report  of  tomb  committee. 

Your  committee  gave  a  careful  inspection  of  the  work 
done  on  the  tomb,  as  recommended  by  last  Council.  The 
removal  of  the  red  paint  from  the  face  of  the  bricks  on  the 
front,  the  growth  of  the  vines,  the  pavements  around  and 
in  the  interior  of  the  tomb,  all  testify  to  the  loving  care 
given  to  this  sacred  spot. 

We  suggest  a  brick  gutter  around  the  Conrad  square; 


44 

also  a  brick  pavement  leading  from  the  old  tomb  to  the 

summer  house. 

L.  H.  Walker,  Chairman. 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 
Frances  C.  Maxey. 
Accepted. 

report  of  greenhouse  and  garden  committee. 

The  committee  is  much  gratified  by  the  good  condition 
of  the  flower  garden  and  greenhouses.  Its  recommenda- 
tions have  been  carefully  carried  out  whenever  practicable, 
and  the  box  and  privet  hedges,  and  the  flower  beds  never 
looked  so  trim  and  beautiful.  The  sales  of  flowers  have 
increased  greatly,  and  the  income  from  the  proceeds  have 
gone  a  good  way  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this 
department,  which  contributes  so  much  to  the  beauty  and 
interest  at  Mt.  Vernon.  The  conditions  for  flower  grow- 
ing at  Mt.  Vernon  are  at  all  times  exceptional,  owing  to  a 
lack  of  free  circulation  of  air  consequent  upon  the  brick 
walls,  the  over-shadowing  trees,  and  the  tall  box  hedges. 
For  this  reason  we  may  never  be  able  to  raise  flowers  that 
will  take  premiums  at  horticultural  shows,  but  for  pictur- 
esqueness  of  general  effect,  in  the  grouping  of  roses,  irises, 
pceonies  and  other  plants  and  in  the  beauty  of  the  box  hec^es, 
we  may  well  challenge  comparison  with  any  garden  in  the 
country.  During  the  past  winter  the  gardener  had  to  con- 
tend with  the  difficulty  of  securing  coal,  which  was  expen- 
sive everywhere,  but  he  escaped  loss  from  freezing,  until  a 
few  of  the  old  palms  were  touched  by  a  late  frost  while  in 
a  temporary  shelter  house. 

The  committee  did  not  use  the  appropriation  made 
last  year  for  the  purchase  of  boxes,  as  no  decision  was 
reached  concerning  the  pattern.  It  would  ask  for  an  ap< 
propriation  this  year   of   $25.00  for   this  expenditure  and 
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$10.00  for  the  purchase  of  tubs  for  some  of  the  plants. 

Elizabeth  B,  A.  Rathbone, 

Chairman. 
Georgia  Page  Wilder, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Frances  C.  Maxey. 
Report  accepted  and  appropriation  granted. 

report  of  committee  on  grounds  and  shrubs. 

The  committee  upon  grounds  and  shrubs  advises  this 
honorable  body  of  a  serious  land  slide  which  occurred  the 
past  winter.  Land  slides  in  all  this  region  of  country  are 
of  frequent  occurrence,  and  this  one  would  not  be  of  a 
dangerous  character  to  the  grounds  of  Mt.  Vernon  except- 
ing in  so  far  as  it  threatens  the  destruction  of  the  sea  wall. 
The  cause  of  land  slips  is  the  formation  of  the  strata  of 
blue  clay  which  dips  toward  the  Potomac  river.  This  blue 
clay  covers  a  stratum  of  gravel,  as  '*hard  pan,"  but  it  is 
impervious  to  water;,  after  hard  rains  this  water  becomes 
dangerous.  It  is  now  considered  expedient  to  relieve  this 
accumulation  of  water  by  a  system  of  drainage.  The 
placing  of  drain  pipes  down  the  hill,  to  intercept  a  cross 
drain  which  must  carry  off  the  water  on  each  side  of  the 
hill — the  pier  side  and  the  Gould  land  side. 

This  contemplated  scheme  will  necessitate  a  large  ex- 
penditure, and  I  would  suggest  that  the  bids  be  accepted 
only  with  the  approval  of  the  Regent  and  the  chairman  of 
this  committee.  It  is  not  certain  that  this  system  of  drain- 
age will  prevent  the  land  sliding  again.  It  seems,  however, 
the  most  feasible  form  of  trying  to  prevent  it. 

The  walk  needs  renewing  with  brick  from  the  tomb  to 
the  summer  house,  which  will  enable  us  to  close  a  cut-off 
walk  made  by  visitors,  which  has  blemished  the  lawn.  The 
gravel  walks  extending  from  either  end  of  the  porch,  the 
superintendent  suggests  la3ring  in  brick,  as  he  notices  a  dis- 
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iqclination  to  walk  on  it  in  wet  weather,  by  visitors,  which 
is  ruinous  to  his  grass. 

The  wild  honeysuckle  which  was  planted  on  the  hill- 
sides three  years  ago,  has  now  covered  the  bare  earth, 
making  the  pier  drive  most  attractive;  the  coming  year  we 
shall  plant  much  more.  The  row  of  cedar  trees  which 
were  set  last  year,  are  doing  well  and  will  be  added  to  the 

coming  year. 

Mary  Leiter,  Chairman. 
Ellen  Waln  Harrison, 
Christine  B.  Graham, 
Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  chairman  of  the  grounds 

and  shrubs  committee,  in  consultation  with  Regent,  be  em* 

powered  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  drainage, 

preventing  land  slides,  and  laying  of  brick  walks,  before  the 

end  of  Council.     Moved  by  Mrs.  Ames;  seconded  by  Miss 

Comegys. 

REPORT  OF  the  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMrTTEE. 

The  chairman  of  the  kitchen  garden  committee  begs  to 

report  that  her  committee  finds  the  kitchen  garden  in  good 

condition.    The  Council's  table  has  been  supplied  with 

strawberries     and     asparag^us    this    season.      The    wall 

fruit  looks  well  and  the  fig  trees  are  in  good  condition. 

The  committee  suggests  that  a  small  arbor  be  made  against 

the  wall  of  the  garden,  at  the  end  of  the  long  walk,  and 

the  grape  vine  that  is  already  there  can  be  made  to  cover 

the  arbor,  thus  making  an  attractive  and  an  old  fashioned 

feature. 

The  committee  suggests  that  the  garden  space  be  all  in 
turn  treated  as  the  garden  flower  borders,  during  the  last 
year,  and  thus  improve  the  character  of  the  soil,  which  will 
yield  better  results. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ellen  Waln  Harrison,  Chairman. 
Harriet  C.  Comegys, 
Accepted.  Sarah  P.  V.  Rensselaer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FARM. 

Upon  investigation,  it  is  found  that  our  farming  inter- 
«ts  have  had  careful  attention  the  past  year.  The  land 
available  for  tillage  was  all  utilized  to  the  best  advant- 
age, and  while  the  season  proved  very  unfavorable  for 
oats,  clover  and  timothy,  fair  crops  of  millet,  corn  and 
wheat  were  secured. 

The  yield  of  wheat  and  the  subsequent  stand  of  grass 
on  the  same  lot  demonstrated  the  success  of  the  treatment 
of  our  impoverished  soil  as  begun  three  years  ago.  A  con- 
tinuation of  similar  improvement  for  the  rest  of  the  farm  is 
confidently  hoped  for,  now  that  means  and  better  opportu- 
nities for  this  branch  of  our  work  are  within  reach.  To 
that  end,  we  advocate  (as  suggested  at  last  Council)  the 
employment  of  a  farmer  who,  under  the  direction  of  our 
superintendent,  can  give  his  undivided  attention  to  these 
duties. 

For  bettering  the  condition  of  the  cattle,  it  is  strongly 
urged,  for  particular  reasons,  that  the  old  stables  be  vacated 
(for  a  few  years  at  least)  and  new  accommodations 
arranged  with  suitable  equipment  and  sanitation. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  experiment  of  pasturing  sheep 

on  the  lawns  has  begun,  and  trust  that  the  results  will  justify 
it  as  a  permanent  benefit. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
May  5,  1903.  Phebe  A.  Hearst. 

The  farm  committee,  also,  after  careful  consideration 
of  the  question,  recommends  that  the  Association  build  on 
the  Mt.  Vernon  farm  a  sanitary  cow  house,  with  barn  yard 
attached;  also,  a  farmer's  cottage  and  small  dairy,  the  site 
of  same  to  be  decided  later. 

The  committee  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $250.00  for 
manure. 

Ellen  Waln  Harrison, 
Elizabeth  W.  Allston  Pringle, 
Margaretta  M.  Barret, 
Accepted.  Georgia  Page  Wilder. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PARLIAHENTAKY  RULES. 

There  being  only  oDe  of  the  committee  on  parliamen- 
tary rules  present,  and  that  one  newly  appointed,  she  has 
no  report  to  offer,  but  has  been  requested  by  the  Regent  to 
prepare  a  set  of  rules  to  be  presented  at  the  next  meetii^ 
of  the  Council. 

Rebecca  S.  Manderson. 

Accepted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

The  revision  of  by-laws  has  not  been  completed. 
Ida  S.  Richardson,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful 
examination  of  the  Regent's  Snancial  statement,  and  of  bills 
and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  they  find  them  clear 
and  correct. 

Your  committee  has  also  compared  the  reports  of  the 
treasurer  and  of  the  superintendent,  including  the  accounts 
of  the  purser  and  of  the  gardner,  and  reports  tbem  entirely 
correct  and  satisfactory. 

Total  receipts  of  year $89,306.17 

EzpeiuliturSB $25,634.21 

InvestmenU SO.OOO.OO  66,534.21 

Balance  in  bank $  3,771.96 


REPmtT  or  HENOIUAL  COHNITTEE, 

Your  committee  has  completed  its  work  on  the  his- 
torical sketch  of  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  the  founder 
of  the  Mt,  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  and  take  pleasure 
in  presenting  to  Council  the  four  thousand  &ve  hundred 
copies  of  the  same.  These  were  printed  at  the  cost  of  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  ($951.00),  a  fraction  over 
twenty-one  cents  for  a  single  copy,  and  within  the  limit  of 
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the  sum  appropriated  last  year  for  the  purpose.  Seventy- 
five  copies  were  handed  to  each  Vice  Regent  for  distribu- 
tion in  her  state.  The  remaining  two  thousand  copies  will 
be  placed  in  care  of  the  superintendent,  that  he  may  give 
them  to  visitors  to  Mt.  Vernon. 

A  check  for  $90.00  we  hand  to  our  Regent,  which  rep- 
resents the  sum  still  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  chairman 
of  the  $100.00  voted  by  Council  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  committee. 

Hannah  Clayton  Comegys,  Chairman, 
Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone. 

REPORT  OF  tablet  CONNnTEE. 

The  beautiful  bronze  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Miss  A. 
P.  Cunningham,  ordered  by  the  Association  for  this,  the 
semi-centennial  year  of  her  work  for  Mt.  Vernon,  is  now 
placed  under  her  portrait  in  the  South  Carolina  room. 
The  inscription  reads  as  follows: 
**To  the  memory  of  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  founder,  in  1858,  and  the  first  Regent  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

''By  her  efforts  and  in  response  to  her  appeals  the 
purchase  money  was  raised,  and  in  1858  the  home  and 
tomb  of  Washington  became  the  property  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union." 

L.  H.  Walker,  Chairman. 

Sarah  Pendleton  Van  Rensselaer, 

Emma  R.  Ball. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 

Mrs.  Ball,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Walkar,  Mrs.  Richardson.  Mrs.  Sweat, 
Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 


Mrs.  FUndrau,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Har- 
rison, Mrs.  Ames. 

PURNITUHB. 

Mrs.  Ames.  Chairman;  Mrs.  Conaver,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Graham, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison. 

Miss  Lonirfellow,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Con- 
over,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  RaUibone,  Mrs.  Johnston. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Mrs.  Leitar.  Chairman;  Mrs,  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs. 
Harrison,  Miss  Townssnd,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

CARDBN  AND  CRBBNHOUSB. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone.  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Wilder, 
Mise  Townsend,  Mrs,  Maxay,  Miss  Come^ys.  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  Chairman;  Miss  Townsend,  Miss  Cometfya.  Mrs. 
Van  Rensselaer. 

PARH. 

Mrs.  Hearst.  Chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs,  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Prin^Ie,  Mrs.  Barret. 

TONB. 

Mrs.  Walker,  Chairman;   Mrs.  Rathbone,    Mrs.    Flandrau,    Mrs. 
Goldsboroush,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Ball. 

RELICS. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.Hearst,  Mrs.  Wilder. 

RECORDS. 

Miss  Comesys,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 


Mrs.  Flandrau.  Chwrman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Winder. 

PARUAMEKTARY  RULES. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Goldsboroufh,  Mrs.  Man- 
derson. 

Mrs.    Wilder,    Chairman;    Mrs.    Winder,    Miss  LongFellow,    Miss 
Comegys,  Mrs.  Harrison. 
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NISCELLANEOVS. 


A  number  of  ladies  of  Council  attended  service  at 
Pohick  church  on  Sunday  and  accepted  the  courtesies  of 
the  rector  and  his  family. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
Virginia  was  the  same  as  last  year:  Col.  Archer  Ander- 
son, Richmond,  Va.,  Mr.  L.  C.  Berkeley,  Danville,  Va., 
Mr.  W.  H.  White,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Mr.  Gardener  L.  Booth, 
Alexandria,  Va.,  and  Mr.  A.  Moore,  Berry ville,  Va. 

The  legislature  being  still  in  session,  all  of  these  gentle- 
men, as  well  as  the  governor,  were  unable  to  come  to  Mt. 
Vernon  on  the  day  fixed  by  Council. 

A  delegation  of  ladies  from  Alexandria,  including  Miss 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Cummings  and  Mrs.  E.  Washington  Howard, 
extended  an  invitation  to  the  ladies  of  Council  to  visit  that 
historic  city  on  Wednesday  at  4  p.  m.  Twelve  ladies,  in- 
cluding the  Regent,  accepted,  and  at  the  hour  appointed 
were  met  at  the  north  gate  by  an  escort  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen and  whirled  away  by  special  car  on  the  electric 
railway  through  the  park-Hke  scenery,  across  "Hunting 
Creek,"  **Dogue  Run,"  and  other  points  on  the  old  Wash- 
ington estate  so  frequently  mentioned  by  the  general  in  his 
letters  to  his  overseers. 

At  Alexandria  the  party  was  conveyed  in  carriages,  first 
to  the  engine  house  to  view  the  old  hand  engine,  a  huge 
affair  with  enormous  levers,  carefully  preserved.  Thence 
to  **Christ  Church,"  where  Washington's  pew  is  preserved 
unchanged  and  the  pulpit  and  Bible  are  the  same — a  spot 
almost  too  sacred  to  enter.  Thence  to  the  Masonic  Temple 
where  he  was  initiated  into  the  order.  Here  many  relics  of 
him  and  his  time  are  kept.  The  clock  that  stood  by  his 
dying  bed  which  Dr.  Craik  stopped  at  the  hour  of  his  death; 
the  pen-knife  which  his  mother  gave  him,  and  other  objects 
which  seem  to  bring  the  "real"  Geo.  Washington  before 
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US.  From  this  point  to  the  old  building  in  which  Braddock 
qiet  the  five  deputy  governors  and  planned  the  fatal  cam- 
paign. This  building  has  an  interesting  history,  and  its 
restoration  and  preservation  are.  the  objects  the  society 
has  in  view.  A  beautiful  collation  was  served  here  and 
short  talks  made  on  the  history  of  the  ancient  city,  and 
then  the  party  left  for  the  return  trip,  accompanied  still  by 
part  of  their  gracious  entertainers.  Thus  ended  one  of  the 
pleasantest  episodes  in  Council  work. 

The  memorial  volume  to  Miss  Cunningham,  prepared 
last  year  for  this  fiftieth  anniversary,  is  being  distributed  by 
the  Vice  Regents  to  those  interested  in  the  work. 

The  grounds  at  Mount  Vernon  were  in  beautiful  order, 
the  weather  was  perfect,  a  prosperous  year  was  reported, 
and  all  felt  the  wish  that  many  more  such  Councils  may  be 
held  as  that  which  closed  on  May  21st,  1903,  to  meet  again 
May  10th,  1904. 

Jennie  M.  Ward, 
Secretary  and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


•f 


I 


.  V 


53 

COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VERNON 
LADIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1873, 

Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned  1873;  Died  1874. 


VICB  RBOBNTS  APPOINTED  1858. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1869 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died   1866 Alabama 

5.  Mrs^Catherine  A.  McWiilie,  died  1873 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1895  .  .  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Qreenough,  resigned  1865  .  .  Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  VTillis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861;  app.  1857  .  Cannecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hajnpshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wniard  Barry,  died  1884 lUinois 

24.  Mrs.Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Miss  Uly  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylvania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

50.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878;  appv  1860 Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker North  Carolina 
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1860. 

52.    Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

1866. 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat Maine 

34.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

36.    Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  Au^rust  ]  899 South  Carolina 

36.  Mrs.  M.  E   Hickman,  resi^med  1867 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M,  A.  Steams,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resififned  1866 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,re&ifirned  1866 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Rissfs,  resififned  1 868  ....  District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resifipned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resifirned  1873  .   .   .   .  District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884;  app.  1868 Florida 

1870. 

48.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Yirffinia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resi^rned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1 878 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1 873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  WM  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  first  Regent 

MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN, 

SECOND  RBOBNT,  1874-1891. 

Died  1891. 

VICB  RBOBNTS  APPOINTED    1874. 

64.    Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1 883 Tennessee 

1875. 

56.  Mrs.  yiyL.BroadwelU  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones Nevada 
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1876. 

68.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

69.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Qreffory  Smith,  resiffn^  1 880 Vermont 

1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Miss  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1886. 

66.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter t, Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fannie  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

75.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

1890. 

74.    Mrs,  A.  R.  Winder New  Haunpshire 

1891. 

76.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  wais  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs,  Lily  Macalester  Laughton, 

second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

THIRD  RBGBNT. 
VICB  RBOBNTS  APPOINTBD  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 
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79.  Mr«.  Philip  Schuyler,  resifirned  1891 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  BlaJr  Gh^hami Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Frances  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 
85.    Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1 896. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902  .  .  .  Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend <  New  York 

1896. 

8  7.    Mrs.  Charles  Curtis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  ThomM  S.  Mazey Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohk) 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 

1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Chas.  Denby Indiana 


■  i 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

off  ike  Foimder  and  First  Regent  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Leidies*  Aseociation  of  the  Vnion 


To  the  Council  of  the  Ladies*  Mount  Vernon 
Association  of  June,  1874.  Ladies:  It  was  my  in- 
tention as  well  as  my  duty  to  have  met  you  at 
this  time  and  conformed  in  person  to  the  leg^al 
requisition  accompanying  a  resignation  so  im- 
portant as  mine,  but  Providence  does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you  as  to  me; 
to  the  responsibilities  I  solemnly  assumed,  which 
were  so  important  in  their  results;  to  those  you 
have  taken  upon  yourselves,  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  those  responsibilities,  or  duties  laid  down  in 
the  beginning  of  our  workj  not  to  be  lightly  re- 
garded, for  they  were  pledges  to  future  gener- 
ations as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts 
which  conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home  of  Wash- 
ington; of  the  completion  of  a  worthy  **  tribute  " 
to  public  integrity  and  private  virtue;  an  express- 
ion of  the  gratitude  due  and  felt  by  a  country 
destined  to  act  such  an  important  part  in  the 
drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with  all  the 
reverence  felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting 
places  of  their  honored  dead;  where  only  pious 
hands  are  permitted  to  be  in  '  'charge"  so  as  to 
have  them  carried  down  to  admiring  ages  in  the 
same  condition  as  when  left. 

Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American 
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heart  when  an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the 
home  and  tomb  of  Washington,  the  father  of  his 
country,  from  all  change,  whether  by  law  or 
desecration.  Such,  to  the  last  owner  of  Mount 
Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass 
from  his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his 
mother  state,  ere  she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it. 
Such  are  we  bound  to  keep.  Our  honor  is  con- 
cerned, as  well  as  our  intelligence  and  legal  obli- 
gations. The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around 
it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from  changes — 
should  be  kept  as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your 
charge,  see  to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of 
Washington.  Let  no  irreverent  hand  change  it; 
no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with  the  fingers  of 
progress  1  Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which 
he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived 
and  died!  Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of 
ours  be  saved  from  change!  Upon  you  rests  this 
duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with 
it  its  thousands  from  the  ends  oif  the  earth,  to 
whom  the  home  of  Washington  will  be  the  place 
of  places  in  our  country,  let  them  see  that,  though 
we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead,  pull  down 
our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till 
the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place 
in  America;  let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to 
care  for  the  home  of  our  Hero!    Farewell  1 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so 
long  held — since  December  2nd,  1853. 

Respectfully, 
June  1st,  1874.         Ann  Pamela  Cunningham. 
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or  THE 

Mount  Vernoa  L^Ldiei*  Auociation  of  the  Vnion. 


REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

New  York  City. 
Summer,  Southampton,  Long  Island. 

VICB  REGBNTS. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,   North  Carolina. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 

VIRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,    Connecticut. 
11  MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  D.  C. 

^  MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

<^  MRS.  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 
■^  MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 
i  MRS.    MARY  T.   LEITER,  Illinois. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,   Delaware. 

MRS.  ALICE  HILL,    Colorado. 
•<;  MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota 
Is  MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER,  New  Hampshire. 

N  MRS.  JOSEPH  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  GEORGE  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Maryland. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  Tennessee. 

MRS.  WM.  AMES,  Rhode  Island. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND.   New  York. 

MRS.  CHAS.  C.  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 

MRS.  ROBT.  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  C.  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 


MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 
MRS.  JOHN  J.  PRINGLE,  South  Carolina. 
MRS.  WM.  BARRET,  Kentucky 
MRS   CHAS.  DENBY,  Indiana. 

SBCRBTARY. 

MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Ottawa,  Kans. 

TRHASURBR. 

MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RiGGS,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RBSIDBNT  SUPBRINTBNDBNT. 

MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mt.  Vernon  on  Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT    SUPBRINTBNDBNT. 

MR.  JAMES  YOUNG,  Mt.  Vernon  on  Potomac,  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMBCrrrBB. 

Chief  Justice  fuller,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washington,  D.  C. 
MR.  JAMES  CARTER,  277  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

AoUr\t  Yerriori  Lei^dies'  Associatiori  of  th^e  Union 

HBLD  AT 

MT.  VERNON,  FAIRFAX  CO.,  VA. 

MAY  12  TO  20.  1904. 


Ladies  present' 

Mrs.  Townsend,  Regent 
Mrs.  Walker,  Vice  Regent. 
Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Ball,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Comegys,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Conover,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent. 
Mrs.  Ward,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent. 


Mrs.  Ames,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent. 
Mrs.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent 
Miss  Townsend,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent. 
Mrs.  Barret,  Vice  Regent 
Mrs.  Winder,  Vice  Regent. 


Mrs.  Leiter  and  Mrs.  Hearst. 


REGENT'S  ANNVAL  REPORT. 

Dear  Ladies: 

The  month  of  May  and  dear  Mount  Vernon  are  almost 
synonymous  in  my  mind,  and  I  think  must  be  equally  so 
with  all  of  us.  The  early  members  met  here,  in  this 
month,  and  retain  their  memories  of  those  struggling  years 
of  the  past.  The  later  members  have  met  here  at  this  sea- 
son, bravely  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  the  pioneers,  have 
done  their  good  work  and  are  still  doing  it. 

On  its  fiftieth  anniversary  Mount  Vernon  seemed  to  be 
at  the  height  of  its  glory.  The  founder  received  her  trib- 
utes— a,  literary  work  of  exquisite  beauty  and  truthfulness, 
and  also  a  tablet  of  marble  with  the  inscription  of  the  great 
work  she  had  rendered  to  her  own  country  and  to  the 
world,  in  her  preservation  of  the  home  of  Washington. 

Our  circle  this  year  has  been  specially  blessed;  not- 
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withstanding  the  rigors  of  the  winter  foe,  it  has  remained 
unbroken.  Some  few,  however,  through  illness,  will  not 
be  able  to  join  us.  Mrs.  Ames,  our  energetic,  bright  and 
valued  vice  regent  for  Rhode  Island,  has  been  ill.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  she  wrote  to  the  senator  of  her  state 
in  congress  to  look  after  the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon,  for 
a  place  for  the  marble  bust  of  the  founder  of  our  society,  in 
the  hall  of  statuary.  Mrs.  Hill,  of  Colorado,  sailed  for 
Europe  in  March,  with  her  invalid  daughter.  She  fain 
would  have  joined  the  dear  circle  at  Mount  Vernon,  she 
said.  I  have  urged  our  dear  Mrs.  Goldsborough  to  be  with 
us  this  year,  but  I  have  no  hope  of  her  coming;  my  efforts 
have  not  been  successful.  But  we  have  great  happiness  in 
welcoming  our  sister,  whom  we  have  not  seen  for  many 
years,  but  whose  works  are  ever  before  us  and  highly  ap- 
preciated. Mrs.  Hearst,  in  person,  is  dear  to  many  of  us, 
and  I  trust  that  the  love  and  harmony  which  always  rules 
at  Mount  Vernon  may  entice  her  to  join  us  more  frequently 
in  the  future.  Age  is  a  topic  which  should  never  be  dis- 
cussed, it  is  said;  but  when  I  think  of  our  two  wonderful 
octogenarians,  how  can  we  do  otherwise  than  honor  and 
laud  them  as  they  deserve.  Having  raised  this  great  work 
and  brought  it  to  a  pinnacle  of  glory,  they  still  come  to  en- 
joy, and  to  advise  for  the  future. 

But  now  for  the  report  of  this  last  year.  The  work 
accomplished  has  been  a  great  one  and  a  serious  undertak- 
ing. In  studying  the  cause  of  the  landslide  in  the  deer 
park,  our  able  mining  engineer,  Mr.  Archer,  tested  the 
ground  and  discovered  many  streams  of  water.  A  decision 
to  build  a  tunnel  was  the  result  of  his  investigations,  and 
Mr.  Archer  will  be  here  in  order  to  show  the  map  and  ex- 
plain the  courses  of  the  underground  tunnel.  I  visited 
Mount  Vernon  in  October  and  walked  187  feet  into  the 
tunnel,  and  felt  convinced  that  this  number  of  feet  would 
be  greatly  multiplied  before  the  land  would  be  safe.     Mr. 


Archer  informed  me  that  he  had  not  ceiled  the  roof,  as  yet, 
because  by  supporting  it  with  strong  oaken  timbers,  the 
streams  of  water  (should  more  develop)  would  merely  flow 
in  and  be  readily  perceived.  And  to  prove  his  wisdom  a 
flow  of  water  burst  forth  that  morning. 

I  will  state  here  that  upon  my  return  to  New  York  I 
had  an  interview  with  the  engineer-in-chief  of  the  tunnel  in 
that  city.  I  stated  the  case  and  the  cause  for  not  ceiling 
the  roof  of  the  tunnel  at  this  period.  His  answer  was: 
"In  this  region  of  water  streams  which  may  gush  out  at 
any  time,  your  engineer  is  quite  correct  not  to  ceil  the  tun-- 
nel.  Strong  oaken  props  might  be  used  until  time  proves 
that  the  waters  have  all  been  discovered  and  treated.  I 
should  think  and  advise  that  they  remain  fixed  for  three 
years,  not  longer,  as  by  that  period  of  time  all  danger  of 
recurrence  would  be  passed.'* 

The  historic  corner  stone  was  rechiseled  and  hardened 
by  the  newly  found  discovery.  It  seemed  to  be  successful 
in  hardening  the  soft  sandstone  blocks  composing  the 
foundations  of  the  mansion.  A  visit  to  the  cellars  would 
interest  the  ladies,  as  our  superintendent  will  show  the 
many  efforts  made  at  different  times  to  strengthen  the 
building.  The  collonades  connecting  the  office  and  kitchen 
with  the  mansion,  received  new  columns  (26  in  number) 
with  block  foundations  and  new  brick  coping. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  our  superintendent  in- 
formed me  of  the  alarming  illness  of  Capt.  Blake.*  He  had 
been  seized  with  heart  failure  and  it  was  feared  that  he 
could  never  recover.  He  had  been  at  Mount  Vernon  a  few 
days  before,  having  come  to  inform  the  superintendent  that 
the  boat  would  resume  its  trips  on  the  first  of  April.  All 
the  officials  were  startled  at  his  appearance — his  feebleness 
and  pallor.  I  wrote  at  once  to  the  captain,  expressing  the 
sympathy  of  the  ladies,  who  all  appreciated  his  faithfulness 
*See  obituary  notice  from  The  Post  on  last  pa^e. 
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to  Mount  Vernon.  About  a  week  later  I  received  a  letter 
from  him  telling  me  that  he  hoped  to  meet  the  ladies  at  the 
boat,  on  May  11,  and  thanking  me  for  the  letter.  In  con- 
nection with  his  dangerous  illness,  I  thouj^ht  it  wise,  on 
account  of  renewal  of  boat  contract,  to  secure  the  services 
of  an  able  lawyer  to  draw  and  remodel  our  contract.  The 
services  of  Mr.  Darlington,  who  is  a  man  of  ability,  has 
been  secured. 

We  have  had  some  changes  among  our  employees  this 
year. 

John  Brown  who  has  been  our  driver,  made  himself 
obnoxious  and  was  discharged. 

The  young  German,  who  assisted  in  the  garden,  was  a 
great  loss  to  us.  He  had  been  offered  large  wages  if  he 
would  go  to  St.  Louis  and,  naturally,  accepted. 

The  guard  at  the  tomb,  Jasper,  was  suffering  from 
colds  and  our  superintendent  advised  him  to  go  to  his  home 
and  see  his  doctor,  which  he  did,  but  he  lingered  a  few 
days  only,  and  died.  The  information  was  sent  to  our 
superintendent,  and  an  inquiry  whether  the  ladies  would 
aid  somewhat  in  the  funeral  expenses,  as  there  was  little  or 
no  money  in  the  family.  I  authorized  the  superintendent 
to  ascertain  the  expenses,  which  were  covered  by  thirty 
dollars,  for  which  the  family  was  very  grateful.  Some 
friends  in  his  church,  where  he  was  very  much  esteemed, 
added  to  the  amount.  Another  g^uard  has  been  secured,  a 
minister,  who  seems  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

Our  superintendent  remained  at  his  post  of  duty  quite 
late,  as  he  felt  his  presence  necessary  on  account  of  the  in- 
crease of  laborers  required  for  the  tunnel  work.  The  re- 
sult was  a  severe  illness.  I  ordered  him  to  leave  here  and 
to  set  off  as  soon  as  possible,  but  illness  at  his  home  pre- 
vented his  doing  so  at  once.  Finally  the  healing  air  of 
Dakota  restored  his  strength  and  I  lengthened  his  vacation. 
Mr.  Young  performed  all  his  work  satisfactorily  and  cheer- 
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fully,  realizing  that  each  week  gained  by  the  superintend- 
ent was  an  additional  guarantee  of  health  for  the  future. 

Our  gardener  has  attended  faithfully  to  the  work  of  his 
department.  Unfortunately,  his  assistant,  who  gave  great 
satisfaction,  left  us,  and  since  then  temporary  aid  only  has 
been  provided,  until  the  superintendent  could  find  an  effici- 
ent assistant  for  Mr.  Whelan. 

The  flowers  have  been  beautiful,  and  have  been  much 
admired  by  my  New  York  friends,  as  this  winter  I  have 
purchased  them,  inasmuch  as  the  travel  was  so  much  cur- 
tailed by  inclement  weather,  and  I  was  glad  to  spread  the 
reputation  of  Mount  Vernon  in  that  beautiful  line  of  work. 

I  must  not  forget  the  gift  of  two  mules,  sent  us  by  Mrs. 
Barret.  They  are  a  beautiful  pair  and  caused  us  much  de- 
light, for  we  lost  a  pair  of  horses  during  the  severe  winter. 

Mrs.  Manderson's  fine  poultry  have  g^ven  us  an  attract- 
ive nursery  of  chickens  of  great  beauty. 

In  closing  my  reports,  I  might  always  apologize  for 
their  length,  but  the  minute  details  are  intended  not  so 
much  for  yourselves  as  for  the  absent  members,  prevented 
by  illness  of  themselves  or  family,  from  being  with  us.  By 
this  method  they  are  kept  in  touch  with  the  work  of  Mount 
Vernon  in  all  its  lines.  Therefore,  as  dear  sisters,  I  feel 
that  you  will  pardon  me. 

My  special  prayer  of  last  year,  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  would  keep  us  an  unbroken  circle,  to  meet  again 
this  year,  has  been  graciously  answered. 

Let  me  again  ask  for  heavenly  blessings  for  you  all, 

dear  sisters,  and  for 

Your  loving  Regent, 

Justine  V.  R.  Townsend. 
May  10,  1904. 


STATE  REPORTS. 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Alabama  reports  visits  made  in 
the  interest  of  Mount  Vernon  to  many  parts  of  the  state, 
which  has  resulted  in  a  widespread  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Association,  and  a  demand  for  information. 

The  beautiful  memorial  of  Miss  Cunningham  has  called 
forth  unstinted  commendation  and  has  been  placed  in 
school  libraries,  with  the  hope  that  the  women  of  the  future 
may  be  inspired  to  greater  patriotism  by  the  story  of  her 
heroic  life. 

The  following  donations  have  been  made  to  the  Ala- 
bama room: 

Mrs.  Milton  Humes,  a  chair,  pair  of  silver  candalabra, 
antique  fire  bellows. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Hart,  two  carved  chairs. 

Mrs.  Colston,  one  chair. 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Lowry,  one  divan. 

General  S.  H.  Moore,  one  sofa. 

The  Misses  Wheeler, antique  silver-mounted  ornaments. 

Lizzie  J.  Johnston, 

Vice  Regent. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Having  been  absent  from  California  during  the  year,  I 
have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  contribute  one  hundred  dollars 
to  the  endowment  fund. 

Phoebe  A.  Hearst, 
May  12,  1904.  Vice  Regent. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  R.EPOR.T. 

The  vice  regent  from  Connecticut  regrets  that  she 
has  nothing  to  report  from  her  state.     Exiled  by  ill  health 
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to  Italy  for  the  winter,  her  personal  exertions  were  limited 
to  scattering  **Reports,"  and  * 'Memorials"  among  Ameri- 
cans resident  in  Italy  and  France,  and  endeavoring  thus  to 
create  among  them  some  interest  in  Washington's  home. 

Respectfully  presented, 

S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Vice  Regent. 

DELAWARX  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  segent  for  Delaware  reports  the  gift  of  a 
black  wedgewood-ware  coffee  pot,  from  Mr.  Walter  Morris 
of  Dover.  It  was  bought  in  Philadelphia  by  his  great 
grandmother,  when  General  Washington  was  president  of 
the  United  States.  With  interest  money  which  has  accu- 
mulated on  the  memorial  fund,  contributed  by  patriotic 
women  in  her  state,  the  vice  regent  has  purchased  an  old- 
fashioned  looking  glass  suitable  to  hang  in  the  Delaware 
room. 

In  February,  at  the  request  of  the  Dover  Century  Club> 
she  read  a  paper  on  Mount  Vernon,  on  account  of  their 
celebration  of  Washington's  birthday.  Copies  of  the 
Memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham  and  of  the  Annual  Report 
have  been  duly  distributed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 

Vice  Regent. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA    REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  has  to 
report  that  Mr.  Dodge  has  kindly  carried  out  and  paid  for, 
out  of  money  given  her  for  the  requirements  of  her  room, 
all  that  was  needed  in  the  way  of  improvements.  She  has 
received  for  Mount  Vernon  a  package  of  flower  and  vege- 
table seeds  by  the  department  of  agriculture,  which  she 
hopes  will  be  acceptable  for  the  green  house  and  garden. 

Mary  T.  Barnes, 

Vice  Regent. 
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GEOHGIA  STATE  HEPOHT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Georgia  reports  having  secured  the 
lava  pitchers  once  belonging  to  Washington  and  given  by 
him  to  Governor  Sessions  of  Rhode  Island.  These  relics 
are  now  on  the  sideboard  in  the  family  dining  room.  For 
this  purchase  the  vice  regent  for  Rhode  Island  contrib- 
uted $50  and  the  vice  regent  for  Missouri  $59.26.  The 
remaining  $390.74  was  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  by 
the  Regent. 

The  vice  regent  for  Georgia  has  distributed  the 
memorial  sketch  of  the  life  of  Miss  Cunningham,  and  con- 
tributed ten  dollars  for  the  green  house. 

Georgia  Page  Wilder, 

Vice  Regent. 
ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Illinois  has  sent  reports  of  coun- 
cil of  1903  to  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  the  governor 
of  the  state  and  several  citizens  of  the  state. 

I  received  $1  in  money  in  an  envelope,  with  the  simple 
announcement:  "This  money  belongs  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association  of  Illinois.'' 

Mary  T.  Leiter. 

Vice  Regent. 

INDIANA  STATE  R.EPOR.T. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Indiana  regrets  that  severe  illness 
forbids  her  attendance  at  Council.  She  begs  leave  to  re- 
port the  gift  of  three  Brussels  carpets  for  the  rooms  of  the 
office  building  and  the  distribution  of  a  large  number  of 
* 'Memorials,"  "Annual  Reports"  and  other  Mount  Vernon 
pamphlets.  She  hopes  that  Council  will,  for  the  future, 
grant  her  the  privilege  of  furnishing  and  keeping  in  order 
the  rooms  occupied  by  the  superintendent  and  assistant 

superintendent. 

Martha  Fitch  Denby, 

Vice  Regent. 
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KENTUCKY  STATE  R.EPOILT. 


The  vice  regent  for  Kentucky  reports  the  following 
g^ifts  from  her  state: 

Pair  of  mules,  value  $400.  Of  this  amount  $200  was 
collected  last  year  and  reported  to  Council  as  held  for  the 
purchase  of  these  animals. 

Transportation  of  these  mules,  $72,  secured  by  Judge 
Humphrey  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.;  $36 
from  the  Junior  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  Frankfort,  Ky., 
to  be  used  to  aid  in  furnishing  the  Kentucky  room  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Some  small  sums  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

Margaretta  M.  Barret, 

Vice  Regent. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT . 

The  vice  regent  has  to  report  the  one  dollar  annual 
gift  from  Mrs.  Sleeper  of  lola,  Kansas.  This  she  resumes 
this  year  and  hopes  to  continue.  It  is  applied  this  year  to 
the  Kansas  room  in  the  west  quarters.  Reports  and  "Miss 
Cunningham  pamphlets"  have  been  freely  distributed,  and 
growing  interest  is  manifested  in  many  places.  One  re- 
quest to  talk  to  the  school  children  has  been  complied  with 
and  views  of  the  place  shown. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  Ward, 

Vice  Regent. 

LOVISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  now  present 
you  a  genuine  and  one  of  the  very  few  original  portraits  of 
Gen.  Washington,  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  The  gift  is  from  my 
sister.  Miss  Caroline  H.  Richardson,  of  Louisville  Ky. 
She  wished  it  should  be  presented  as  from  me,  but  I  feel 
the  honor  is  sufficient  to  present  it  to  Mount  Vernon  from 
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her.  Here  are  the  certificates  of  its  genuineness,  which  I 
will  read  and  hand  over  to  the  record  committee:  **This 
Stuart's  portrait  of  Washington  was  purchased  of  Gilbert 
Stuart  by  George  Beck  of  Boston,  for  Mary  Alexander 
Parker  of  Lexington,  Ky. ,  and  was  purchased  at  the  public 
sale  of  Miss  Parker's  effects,  by  Wm.  Richardson,  then  re- 
siding in  Lexington,  and  by  him  brought  to  Louisville." 

Ida  a.  Richardson, 

Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MAINE  STATE  ILEPORT. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  gift  of  several 
articles  once  the  property  of  Mrs.  Washington.  They 
have  belonged  for  many  years  to  my  friend,  Mrs.  Lyman 
Tiffany,  of  New  York  and  Washington,  D.  C,  who  has 
kindly  allowed  me  to  be  the  medium  for  their  transmission 
to  Mount  Vernon.  The  papers  which  accompany  them 
g^ve  the  particulars  of  their  purchase  by  Mr.  Tiffany  in 
1873,  and  the  sworn  statement  of  their  previous  owner. 
The  articles  are:  A  tortoise  shell  snuff  box,  a  mourning 
brooch,  a  pair  of  seed  pearl  earrings. 

I  wish  also  to  state  that  on  September  28  last  year 
(1903)  I  met  at  Mount  Vernon  a  gentleman  who  was 
shocked  by  the  shabbiness  of  our  carriage  for  the  convey- 
ance of  visitors  to  and  from  the  boat.  I  explained  to  him 
that  the  Association  would  not  object  to  exchanging  it  for 
a  handsomer  one,  under  proper  conditions.  He  replied 
with  enthusiasm  and  promised  to  send  us  a  new  carriage 
soon  after  his  return  to  Columbus,  O.  He  gave  me  his 
card  and  repeated  his  promise.  His  name  is  Mr.  Hughes 
and  his  residence  .is  209  Hamilton  avenue,  Columbus.  I 
wish  I  could  also  report  the  arrival  of  the  new  carriage. 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 

Vice  Regent. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution 
of  $250  made  by  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  to  be 
used  in  her  work  at  Mount  Vernon.  This  sum  she  will  add 
to  $81  remaining  from  last  year's  contributions,  making  a 
total  of  $331  in  bank;  which  amount,  and  as  much  more  as 
can  be  accumulated,  will  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  valu- 
able Washington  relics.  Forty-five  dollars  have  been  ex- 
pended since  the  last  Council  for  a  **hammercloth**  for  the 
old  coach. 

The  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  continues  to  do 
splendid  work,  the  details  of  which  are  so  well  given  in  the 
annual  report  of  its  ex-president,  Mrs.  Crapo-Smith,  that  I 
will  ask  permission  to  read  it.  Her  successor,  Mrs.  H. 
Fyfe,  will,  I  feel  sure,  add  to  the  prestige  of  the  Society. 

In  bank $  81.00 

Contributed  by  Detroit  Mt.  Vernon  Society  .   .  260.00 

$331.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 

Vice  Regent. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Associ- 
ation is  growing  steadily  in  this  state.  The  story  of  Miss 
Cunningham's  heroic  struggle  and  patriotic  devotion  has 
been  distributed  among  club  women  and  those  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  various  patriotic  societies. 

In  some  instances  I  have  had  notes  expressing  pleasure 
in  the  memorial.  The  Sons  of  the  Revolution  continue  the 
interest  which  they  have  manifested  in  the  past,  and  I  have 
sent  to  the  Regent  a  check  for  $53.50,  the  sum  collected  at 
their  annual  service  in  Christ  Church  cathedral  at  St.  Louis. 

« 

Christine  B.  Graham, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 
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NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska  has  no  report  other 

than  that  she  distributed  the  Reports  for  1903,  and  other 

Mount  Vernon  literature. 

Rebekah  S.  Manderson, 

Vice  Regent, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  New  Hampshire  reports  that  she 

distributed  seventy-five  copies  of  the  Memorial  to   Miss 

Cunningham,  also  the  Reports  for  1903. 

Abby  R.  Winder, 

Vice  Regent, 
NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  New  Jersey  has  not  much  to  re- 
port, as  she  has  not  asked  for  any  donations  this  year. 
Eight  dollars  have  been  given  by  ladies  in  Princeton  and 
ten  dollars  by  others  in  Elizabeth.  A  set  of  cups  and 
saucers,  for  the  use  of  the  vice  regents  when  in  session, 
has  been  presented,  and  the  money  remaining  in  the  vice 
regent's  hands  is  reserved  for  the  future  purchase  of  relics. 

Helen  F.  Conover, 

Vice  Regent. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  endeavored  to  increase  in  my  state  the  Mount 
Vernon  interest  by  distributing  the  annual  reports  and 
otherwise  calling  attention  to  the  important  work  in  pro- 
gress at  the  home  of  Washington.  I  much  regret  that 
there  is  not  a  fund  available  for  the  purchase  of  relics  and 
for  securing  some  of  the  valuable  books  and  accounts  of 
Washington  that  are  constantly  being  sold  in  New  York. 
I  purchased  boxes  for  cut  flowers,  gave  the  die  to  be  used 
for  marking  them.  Had  the  picture  of  Washington 
framed,  in  the  Banquet  Hall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Amy  Townsend, 

Vice  Regent. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report  of  special  interest  from  my  state.  Mount 
Vernon  literature  was  generally  distributed.  Repeated  in- 
vitations were  received  to  give  a  report  of  the  work  at 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  various  clubs  of  the  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  MoREHEAD  Walker, 

Vice  Regent. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Rhode  Island  regrets  that  from 
severe  illness  but  little  work  has  been  accomplished.  Fifty 
dollars  were  contributed  towards  the  purchase  of  the  Wash- 
ington pitchers  gotten  by  the  vice  regent  of  Georgia. 
The  Memorial  of  Miss  Cunningham  was  distributed  to  the 
libraries  and  Historical  Society  of  the  state,  as  suggested, 
and  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  I,  C.  D.  Ames, 

Vice  Regent. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  has  had  gnreat  pleasure  in  distributing 
the  memorial  sketch  of  Miss  Cunningham  and  has  been 
gratified  by  the  great  interest  and  appreciation  shown  by 
every  one  who  has  read  it.  The  vice  regent  sent  copies 
to  each  of  the  libraries  in  the  state,  also  to  each  public 
school  in  Charleston,  Columbia,  Georgetown,  etc.  No  do- 
nations to  report.  Twenty-five  dollars  in  hand  from  sale 
of  rug  from  South  Carolina  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  W.  Allston  Pringlb, 

Vice  Regent. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Texas  reports  that  one  hundred 
volumes  of  the  Memorial  to  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham 
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have  been  placed  in  public  and  private  libraries  and  the  re- 
ports for  1908  have  been  distributed.  Mrs.  Alsdorf  Faulk- 
ner of  Austin,  Texas,  has  given  for  the  use  of  the  Texas 
room  a  very  handsome  blue  and  white  counterpane,  which 
was  woven  by  her  husband's  mother  over  sixty  years  ago. 
Linen  covers  have  been  provided  for  the  table  of  the  com- 
mittee room  in  the  East  quarters. 

The  Thankful  Hubbard  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  the  Colonial  Dames  in  Texas, 
continue  to  manifest,  in  a  substantial  way,  their  interest  in 
Mount  Vernon. 

The  following  contributions  have  been  received : 

Mr.  George  J.  McCarthy  .  $26.00 

Colonial  Dames  in  Texas       ....       1 0.00 

Mrs.  Huntington 75.00 

Thankful  Hubbard  Chapter   Daughters  of  the 

American  Revolution       ....        10.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Vice  Regent. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  vice  regent  has  the  pleasure  to  report  the  loan, 
by  Mrs.  S.  Fisher  Morris,  of  a  locket  containing  the  hair  of 
George  Washington  on  one  side  and  that  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  on  the  other.  This  locket  was  given  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Morris  by  a  member  of  the  Hamilton  family.  It 
now  belongs  to  Miss  Charlotte  Morris,  grand  niece  of  the 
former,  and  she  places  it  at  Mount  Vernon  as  a  loan,  sub- 
ject to  her  recall. 

The  reports  of  last  year  were  carefully  distributed;  also 
many  copies  of  the  delightful  and  instructive  life  of  our 
founder,  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  published  by  our 
Association  as  a  memorial  of  her.  This  last  has>  in  many 
cases,  most  satisfactorily  answered  the  desire  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  movement  to  save  the 
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home  and  tomb  of  Washington,  we  hope  for  all  time,  and 
resulted  in  greatly  increased  interest  throughout  the  state» 
in  the  history  of  George  Washington,  the  Father  of  his 
Country,  and  his  home — historic  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Sarah  Pendleton  Van  Rensselaer, 

Vice  Regent. 

VIRGIIOA  STATE  REPOILT. 

The  vice  regent  for  Virginia  has  distributed  Memori- 
als to  Miss  Cunningham,  and  also  reports.  By  the  invita- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  society  of  the  D.  A.  R.  of  Har- 
risonburg, she  gave  a  talk  upon  the  work  and  history  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association,  before  the  members  of  that 
society. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  re-interment  of  the  remains 
of  the  wife  and  daughter  of  President  Monroe,  beside  his 
tomb  in  Hollywood  cemetery,  at  Richmond,  the  vice  re- 
gent for  Virginia  represented  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association,  and  sent  beautiful  flowers  from  General  Wash- 
ington's greenhouses,  which  were  placed  upon  the  graves. 

Emma  R.  Ball, 

Vice  Regent. 


SVPERINTENDENrS  REPORT. 

To  The  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association: 

Ladies: — This,  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
April  80,  1904,  covers  a  period  of  unusual  activity  and  in- 
terest. What  has  been  accomplished  in  the  furtherance  of 
your  directions  for  the  protection  and  improvement  of  this 
honored  estate  will  presently  appear,  and  I  trust  your  in- 
spection of  the  property  will  satisfy  you  that  my  humble 
efforts  have  not  been  wanting  in  beneficial  results.  While 
the  expenses  have  been  extraordinarily  heavy,  due  to  the 
important  work  ordered  by  last  Council,  you  will  be  grati- 
fied to  learn  that,  with  the  exception  of  1902,  when  the 
Grand  Army  encampment  at  Washington  added  so  largely 
to  our  revenue,  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  records  the  great- 
est number  of  visitors  Mount  Vernon  has  ever  had. 

The  total  number  was  89,998. 

No  violent  storms  occurred,  but  a  long  and  rigorous 
winter  and  tardy  development  of  spring  frustrated  the 
advancement  of  much  I  had  hoped  to  achieve.  From  No- 
vember until  March  there  was  ice  in  the  Potomac,  and  fre- 
quent falls  of  snow  and  rain  made  the  prospect  for  work  at 
times  almost  hopeless.  Nevertheless  we  managed  to  get 
through  with  practically  all  that  was  expected,  as  the 
following  statement  will  show: 

corner  stone. 

At  last  Council,  among  other  things  brought  to  your 

attention,  I  pointed  out  the  condition  of  the  ancient  comer 

stone  of  this  mansion.    The  exposed  surface  of  the  stone 

was  disintegrating — due  to  age  and  the  cellar  dampness — 

and  the  Lawrence  Washington  insigrnia  thereon  was  nearly 
effaced. 

By  your  permission  I  removed  the  stone  temporarily 

for  treatment,  first  making  a  careful  drawing  of  the  original 
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chiselling  to  insure  perfect  reproduction.  A  process  called 
nicolite  was  then  applied  for  hardening  and  rendering  it 
impervious  to  dampness,  after  which  the  tablet  was  safely 
returned  to  its  niche. 

MANSION   FOUNDATION. 

A  few  other  stones  in  the  foundation  walls,  showing 
disintegration,  were  similarly  treated  as  an  experiment  that 
you  might  see  the  effect  and  determine  whether  or  not  the 
entire  foundation  shall  be  treated.  I  also  applied  nicolite 
to  the  soft  sandstone  facade  of  the  old  tomb. 

After  the  lapse  of  eight  months  I  am  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  process  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  perma- 
nent benefit. 

Experts  at  the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Washington, 
and  at  the  Institute  of  Technology  at  Boston,  have  had  the 
hardening  of  this  porous  sandstone  under  careful  consider- 
ation, but  as  yet  have  discovered  no  effectual  remedy. 

Colonel  Allen,  U.  S.  engineer,  has  recommended  a  trial 
of  an  English  preparation,  the  merits  of  which,  after  fifty 
years  of  use  in  England  and  elsewhere,  bear  high  testi- 
mony. I  have  sent  for  a  small  quantity  of  the  ingredients 
for  the  purpose  of  further  experiment. 

I  very  much  regret  to  say  that  when  the  nicolite  pro- 
cess was  applied  here  last  summer,  one  of  the  workmen, 
after  leaving  Mount  Vernon,  was  interviewed  by  a  news- 
paper reporter  and,  possibly  with  the  view  of  exploiting  the 

nicolite,  gnrossly  exaggerated  the  condition  of  the  mansion 
foundation. 

Prone  to  sensationalism,  this  reporter  published  a  most 
startling  account  of  the  **Peril  of  Washington's  Home." 
Many  papers  copied  the  article  and  much  unnecessary 
alarm  was  thereby  caused. 

I  will  state  briefly  that  during  the  period  of  180  years, 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  building  of  the  mansion  found- 
ation,  some  of  the  huge  sandstone  blocks — softer  than 
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others — have  scaled  off  on  the  exposed  surface  to  the  depth 
of  less  than  an  inch.  While  the  weight-resisting  strength 
of  the  stones  has  not  been  seriously  impaired,  I  have,  from 
time  to  time,  deemed  it  advisable  to  replace  several  such 
stones  with  hard  brick.  The  cellar  timbers  too,  you  know, 
have  been  looked  after  in  the  same  manner,  and  guarding 
thus  against  any  possible  weakness,  the  house  has  been 
preserved. 

Not  wishing  to  depend  wholly  upon  my  own  judgment 
of  the  case,  I  requested  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  en- 
gineers and  builders,  Capt.  Bernard  R.  Green,  to  make  an 
exhaustive  examination  of  the  mansion — from  cellar  to  at- 
tic— for  the  purpose  of  determining  what  is  needed  to 
strengthen  it  permanently. 

Captain  Green's  communication  is  as  follows: 

May  6,  1904. 
H.  H.  Dodge,  Esq., 

Custodian,  Mt.  Vernon-on-the-Potomac,  Va. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

During  my  pleasant  visit  at  Mount  Vernon  this  after- 
noon I  had  a  good  view  of  the  cellar  walls  and  foundations 
of  the  mansion,  and  took  occasion  to  inspect  not  only  these 
walls  and  foundations,  which  are  built  partly  of  the  old 
Potomac  or  Aquia  Creek  sandstone  and  partly  of  brick,  but 
also  the  floors,  woodwork  and  stairways  of  the  superstruct- 
ure throughout.  My  examination  of  the  stone  and  brick- 
work of  the  cellar  walls  was  mainly  induced  by  a  news- 
paper report  of  last  fall,  of  the  alleged  experimentation  by 
an  agent  of  a  stone  preserving  process  to  arrest  the  decay 
that  was  said  to  be  going  on  in  the  walls  referred  to. 

It  gives  me  £nreat  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  there  is 
but  very  little  decay,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  exfolia- 
tion or  crumbling  away  of  the  surfaces,  and  this  in  small 
stones  and  at  scattered  points.  This  may  be  very  easily 
and  inexpensively  repaired  at  any  convenient  time,  and  the 
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walls  rendered  secure  from  further  decay  for  many  years 
to  come. 

The  installation  of  the  warm  water  heatmg  apparatus 
in  the  cellar,  while  being  a  most  valuable,  effective  and  safe 
means  of  warming  the  building  in  cold  weather,  and.  what 
is  of  the  highest  importance,  keeping  the  cellar  diy  when- 
ever in  operation,  incidentally  dries  the  boards  of  the  first 
story  floors  so  much  that  they  shrink  in  winter  and  enlarge 
the  cracks  or  joints  between  them  to  an  undesirable  extent. 
This  arises  largely  from  the  fact  that  the  old  floor  is  a 
single  layer  of  boards  without  protection  underneath  in  the 
cellar.  In  the  summer  time  the  cellar,  being  well  venti- 
lated, is  naturally  somewhat  damp  from  the  condensation 
of  the  moisture  from  the  warm  summer  air  passing  through 
the  cellar.  This  causes  the  floor  boards  to  swell  again.  I 
feel  quite  sure  that  it  ivrould  be  an  important  improvement 
for  the  better  protection  of  these  boards  from  either  the 
moisture  of  the  summer  time,  or  the  warm  air  from  the 
heating  apparatus  in  the  winter  time,  if  the  floors  were 
ceiled  below  the  joists  with  wire  or  expanded  metal  lath 
and  plaster.  This  would  not  be  an  expensive  piece  of 
work,  as  it  need  not  be  done  with  reference  to  appearance. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  house  some  shrinkages  and 
cracks  have  occurred  in  some  of  the  very  wide  panels  in 
the  old  wooden  wainscoting.  This  was  an  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  a  better  warming  of  the  house  in  winter,  and 
I  apprehend  that  the  slight  blemishes  thus  caused  will  not 
ncrease. 

The  plastered  ceiling  of  the  main  hall  has  become 
cracked  and  probably  loosened  in  places  from  the  incessant 
travel  of  visitors  over  the  floor  and  on  the  stairs.  This  can 
be  easily  and  very  permanently  repaired,  when  thought  de- 
sirable, by  renewing  the  plaster  which  has  already  been 
once  patched  where  the  old  arch  across  the  hall  was  re- 
moved a  few  years  since. 
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I  think  the  house  as  a  whole  is  standing  firm  and  show- 
ing no  serious  indication  of  weakness.  The  careful  and 
watchful  attention  that  is  given  it  from  year  to  year  is  sure 
to  preserve  it  indefinitely  by  making  all  repairs  and  rein- 
forcements as  soon  as  the  needs  become  apparent. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Bernard  R.  Green, 

Civil  Engineer. 

LANDSLIDE. 

The  most  important  and  expensive  work  of  the  year 
has  been  the  drainage  tunnel  for  the  prevention  of  land- 
slides. Mr.  J.  R.  Archer,  a  mining  engineer  of  experience, 
was  invited  to  examine  the  situation,  make  careful  study  of 
all  conditions  and  submit  a  report  thereon.  By  means  of  a 
drill  the  depth  and  pitch  of  the  underlying  strata  were  de- 
termined* and  the  quicksands  located. 

A  map  was  prepared,  showing  the  result  of  these  bear- 
ings, and  with  an  explanatory  report,  was  submitted  to  the 
Regent  and  also  to  the  chairman  of  the  grounds  committee. 
The  report  and  recommendations  of  Mr.  Archer  were  ap- 
proved and  he  was  employed  to  personally  direct  the  con- 
struction of  tunnels  to  penetrate  the  hillside  in  a  direction 
crossing  the  line  of  the  subterranean  watercourses,  thus 
intercepting  and  canying  them  off  through  pipes  to  the 
river.  The  work  of  excavation  was  begun  the  latter  part 
of  July — just  as  soon  as  expert  mining  laborers  could  be 
secured — and  is  now  accomplished  with  results,  as  to  the 
flow  of  water,  which  have  astonished  us. 

Two  tunnels  were  found  necessary,  one  of  272  feet  near 
the  buildings,  the  other  of  129  feet  near  the  old  tomb. 
After  digging  with  great  difficulty  through  broken  clay  and 
iron  cemented  sands,  the  stratum  of  water-soaked  quick- 
sands was  encountered,  adding  danger  as  well  as  greater 
difficulty  in  tunnelling  through  it.  The  free  vent  afforded 
by  the  drain  that  was  cut  showed  the  surprising  amount  of 
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water  released,  the  flow  for  a  long  time  being  as  high  as 
50,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  deep  stratum  of 
sand  has  now  been  relieved  of  its  liquid  burden  and  is 
drained  down  to  its  blue  clay  base  where  the  channels  have 
been  cut  by  the  drainage  ditch,  whence  a  normal  flow  of 
about  15,000  gallons  now  issues.  Even  this  quantity  is  un- 
expectedly £nreat,  and  shows  how  dangerously  saturated 
were  the  hillsides  where  formerly  it  made  slow  exit. 

Those  hillside  springs  and  bogs  are  now  rapidly  drying 
out,  which  means  there  need  be  no  further  fear  of  land- 
slides occurring  there. 

The  substantial  timbering  of  the  tunnels  is  of  a  charac- 
ter calculated  to  last  many  years,  and  it  seems  advisable  to 
let  the  tunnels  remain  open,  as  they  now  are,  for  at  least  a 
year,  so  that  the  effect  of  changing  seasons  on  the  water- 
flow  may  be  studied,  and  any  alterations,  if  necessary,  in 
the  plan  of  permanent  lining,  be  determined. 

The  engineer's  report,  on  file,  will  more  fully  explain 
the  details  of  this  improvement. 

Should  these  tunnel  streams  continue  to  flow  steadily 
in  the  present  volume,  I  find  it  will  be  possible  to  use  the 
power  for  pumping  from  the  artesian  well  to  the  tanks  and 
cisterns  on  top  of  the  hill.    This  will  be  a  boon  indeed. 

PAVEMENTS. 

A  marked  and  (>ermanent  improvement  to  the  grounds 
was  the  laying  of  brick  pavements  in  the  place  of  board 
and  clay  gravel  walks. 

The  north  and  south  approaches  to  the  mansion,  the 
long  walk  below  the  kitchen,  the  stretch  from  new  tomb  to 
the  wharf«  and  the  path  from  old  tomb  to  the  summer 
house,  were  paved,  a  total  of  about  12,000  square  feet. 

On  the  hillside  below  the  summer  house  a  flight  of 
brick  steps  was  built,  connecting  the  walk  along  the  deer 
park  terrace  with  the  winding  path  to   the  old   tomb. 
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Before  constructing  the  pavement  leading  down  the  hill 
from  the  kitchen  it  was  necessary  to  lay  a  large  drain  pipe 
with  suitable  inlets  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  surface  gut- 
ter there.  The  grading  incidental  to  these  improvements 
was  considerable  and  the  subsequent  adding  of  embank- 
ments adjacent  to  the  walks  consumed  much  time,  but  I 
feel  sure  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  result. 

ROADWAYS. 

As  Council  directed,  I  reconstructed  the  carriage  road 
leading  from  the  north  lodge  to  the  gateway  of  the  bowling 
green.  The  clay  surface  was  removed  down  to  the  proper 
grade,  and  made  compact  by  the  use  of  a  heavy  roller. 
Broken  stone  was  then  laid  on  to  a  depth  of  five  inches,  as 
a  base  course,  this  rolled  to  a  solid  depth  of  four  inches  and 
covered  with  red  clay  gravel  to  a  compactly  rolled  thick- 
ness of  four  inches  additional. 

On  inspecting  the  work,  the  chairman  of  the  grounds 
committee  obtained  the  Regent's  consent  to  replace  the 
old  cobblestone  gutters  bordering  a  part  of  this  road  with 
new  g^utters  of  smaller  and  more  uniform  stone.  This 
gives  a  finished  effect  very  pleasing  to  visitors  entering  the 
grounds  at  the  north  lodge  gate.  The  surfaces  of  the  old 
roads  leading  to  the  west  lodge  gate  and  to  the  wharf  were 
much  disturbed  by  the  frost  and  hauling  during  last  winter, 
but  the  use  of  a  road  machine  has  put  them  in  temporary 
good  form  again. 

They  cannot  permanently  resist  the  effect  of  frost  and 
heavy  rainfall  until  surfaced  with  some  such  rigid  material 
as  broken  stone. 

The  bare  and  unsightly  embankment  bordering  the 
carriage-way  between  the  tomb  and  wharf  was  properly 
sloped  and  bedded  with  honeysuckle.  This  will  prevent 
further  rain  wash,  and  the  gradual  spread  of  the  vines  will 
Secure  the  entire  hillside. 
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FILLING  BACK  OF  SEA  WALL. 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  earth  fiUing  back  of  the 
long  stretch  of  sea  wall,  east  of  the  wharf,  has  been  accom- 
plished. The  mud  was  dredged  from  the  river  bed  last 
autumn  and  allowed  to  settle  until  this  spring,  when  it  was 
sufficiently  firm  to  be  leveled  and  sown  with  rye.  When 
the  irregular  edges  of  the  old  river  bank  are  sloped  down  to 
meet  this  fill  and  covered  with  honeysuckle,  a  long-existing 
blemish  will  be  happily  changed  to  a  feature  of  attractive- 
ness. 

SWAMP. 

The  annual  clearing  of  the  swamp  ditches  and  the 
grubbing  of  young  brush  thereabouts,  had  attention. 

GROUNDS. 

Many  of  the  old  trees  near  the  mansion  were  improved 
by  cutting  away  broken  or  dead  branches,  and  giving  them 
more  symmetrical  shape. 

The  gaps  in  the  row  of  cedars  near  the  north  lodge 
gate  were  filled  by  transplanting  young  trees  from  a  dis- 
tance. These  trees  were  dug  during  the  winter  when  it 
was  possible  to  lift  them  with  large  frozen  balls  of  earth,  so 
that  their  roots  were  not  disturbed  in  the  moving.  Even 
though  the  greatest  care  was  exercised  in  the  moving  of 
these  cedars,  it  is  questionable  whether  they  will  live. 
Several  crepe  myrtles,  which  are  outgrowing  their  proper 
limits  in  the  garden,  were  changed  to  favorable  positions 
near  the  entrance  ways.  The  disfigurements  of  the  turf 
where  visitors  had  worn  a  path  between  the  summer  house 
and  old  tomb  were  corrected  by  resodding.  Mowing,  rak- 
ing and  rolling  the  lawns  had  its  share  of  attention.  Com- 
post was  applied  last  autumn  and  grass  seed  to  some  por- 
tions this  spring.  The  steep  hillside  near  the  summer 
house  was  covered  with  sods  of  myrtle.     Mrs.  Van  Ness, 
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of  Boston,  planted  a  Lexington  elm;  this  by  permission  of 

a  former  Council. 

April  9,  1904,  a  small  oak  was  planted  near  the  old 

tomb  by  Hon.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

This  little  tree  has  considerable  interest,  as  the  following 

statement  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  narrates: 

April  9,  1904. 

Memo: — While  ambassador  at  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, I  made  inquiry  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  some 
acorns  that  the  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  while  United  States 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  is  said  to  have  sent  to  His.  Im- 
perial Majesty,  the  Czar,  the  acorns  having  been  taken  from 
a  massive  oak  shading  the  original  tomb  of  Washington  at 
Mount  Vernon, 

These  acorns  were  planted  on  what  is  known  as  * 'Czar- 
ina Island,"  which  is  included  in  the  superb  surroundings  of 
one  of  the  palaces  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  near  Peterhof, 
and  there  I  found  a  beautiful  oak  with  a  tablet  at  its  feet, 
bearing  a  Russian  inscription,  the  translation  of  which  is  as 
follows: 

**The  acorn  planted  here  was  taken  from  an  oak  which 
shades  the  tomb  of  the  celebrated  and  never-to-be-forgotten 
Washington;  is  presented  to  His  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russians,  as  a  sign  of  the  greatest  respect. 

By  an  American." 

I  was  fortunate  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  which  was  in 
the  fall  of  1898,  in  finding  a  number  of  acorns  on  the 
ground  that  had  been  dropped  from  this  historic  tree. 
Gathering  a  handful  I  sent  them  home,  and  secured  from 
the  seed  thus  planted  a  few  oak  saplings,  one  of  which  is 
here  and  now  planted  nearby  its  grandparent,  which  is  still 
in  existence  at  Mount  Vernon.  I  hope  it  will  reach  such 
age  and  strength  as  will*  for  years  to  come,  typify  the  con- 
tinued friendship  of  the  governments  and  people,  respect- 
ively, of  the  United  States  and  Russia,  each  for  the  other. 

E.  A.  Hitchcock. 
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GARDENS. 

Carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the  kitchen  garden  com- 
inittee,  a  small  arbor  was  constructed  at  the  end  of  the 
gravel  walk  on  lower  terrace  and  fronting  the  garden  gate. 
The  trenching  of  the  soil,  as  advised,  I  was  forced  to  post- 
pone, because  all  available  labor  was  required  on  the  more 
urgent  tasks  which  have  consumed  the  whole  year.  The 
routine  garden  work,  however,  was  not  neglected.  The 
cultivation  of  vegetables,  the  coverings  and  uncoverings  of 
strawberries  and  fig  bushes,  at  proper  seasons,  pruning 
grape  vines,  currants,  gooseberries,  raspberries  and  wall 
fruits;  weeding  the  walks  and  sowing  the  borders. 

Cold  frames  were  utilized  for  lettuce,  parsley,  radishes, 
peas,  etc. 

Asparagus  and  rhubarb  beds  were  covered  with  com- 
post and  spaded  in  this  spring,  when  nitrate  of  soda  was 
applied  to  the  former  wood  ashes,  and  high  grade  fertilizers 
were  used  on  strawberries  with  beneficial  results. 

The  early  blooms,  however,  were  caught  by  frost  late 
in  April,  hence  I  am  unable  to  supply  your  table  with  the 
fruit  as  I  did  last  year. 

SMOKE  HOUSE  FOUNDATION. 

The  foundation  walls  of  the  old  smoke  house,  having 
crumbled  with  age,  were  rebuilt,  care  being  taken  to  copy 
the  original  ''English  bond"  in  laying  the  courses.  I  was 
lucky  enough  to  find  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ancient  bricks 
to  reproduce  the  old  effect  exactly. 

COLONNADES. 

The  colonnades  connecting  the  office  and  kitchen  with 
the  mansion  required  the  entire  reconstruction  of  the 
twenty-six  wooden  columns.  Preparatory  for  this  I  re- 
placed the  rotted  timber  coping  with  brick  laid  in  cement, 
and  as  a  base  for  each  column  used  stone  blocks.  The  col- 
umns and  base  blocks  were  painted  and  sanded  to  corre- 
spond with  the  finish  of  the  mansioa  sheathing. 


30 


PAINTING   BUILDINGS. 

The  mansion  and  adjacent  buildings  were  painted,  as 
were  also  the  greenhouses,  and  for  the  latter  some  reglaz- 
ing  was  necessary.  The  iron  fence  of  the  deer  park  and 
the  railing  around  the  monuments  at  the  tomb  were  given 
one  coat  of  black  asphaltum  paint.  The  paling  boundary 
fence  adjoining  the  north  lodge  gate  was  color-washed,  and 
the  stables,  sheds  and  surrounding  fences  received  their 
periodical  applications  of  whitewash. 

WHARF   REPAIRS. 

In  June  it  was  found  necessary  to  replace  a  number  of 
wornout  piles  constituting  the  fenders  which  prevent  the 
steamboat  coming  in  contact  with  the  wharf  cribbing.  The 
wear  and  tear  on  these  fenders  is  considerable  and  they 
have  to  be  often  renewed.  The  oak  flooring  in  front  of  the 
wharf  house  was  renewed  and  the  wharf  steps  repaired. 

FENCE  AT  WEST  END  OF  BOWLING  GREEN. 

Many  of  the  heavy  timber  sills  which  support  the 
frame  fence  at  east  end  of  the  bowling  green  were  renewed 
and  the  fence  replaced,  after  which  all  was  painted. 

MISCELLANEOUS   REPAIRS. 

In  addition  to  the  before  mentioned  items  of  repair  and 
improvement  of  the  estate  may  be  mentioned  others  of 
miscellaneous  character,  which  had  our  attention. 

Temporary  storm  walks  laid  to  mansion  during  the 
winter. 

Cabin  built  for  tunnel  laborers. 

Partition  constructed  in  laundry. 

Woodwork  and  mantel  in  Washington's  room  painted 
and  walls  calcimined. 

Partition  and  closet  in  Kansas  quarters  painted. 

Paneling  and  papering  in  mansion  repaired. 

Sleeping  room  over  office  calcimined. 

Fences  and  gates  strengthened. 
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Eave  gutters  of  buildings  cleaned  and  repaired. 

Well  house  floor  renewed. 

Made  fly  screens  for  lavatory  windows. 

Wire  screens  for  windows  and  doors  repaired. 

Converted  old  silo  into  chicken  house. 

Built  fodder  racks  for  cows  and  feeding  troughs  for 
sheep  and  deer. 

Repaired  the  steam  pumps,  lawn  mowers,  harness, 
tools,  etc. 

FARM. 

Despite  the  unusual  rainfall  last  June,  which  inter- 

ferred  so  with  farming  operations,  we  secured  a  fairly  good 

crop  of  hay.     The  oats  (five  acres)  were  a  failure.     The 

wheat  crop  was  very  light,  but  the  corn  yielded  especially 
well. 

Last  autumn  ten  acres  were  seeded  to  wheat  and  tim- 
othy, being  followed  this  spring  with  clover.  I  have  in 
preparation  twenty-one  acres  for  corn  and  three  acres  for 
peas.  Eight  acres  of  timothy  and  clover  promise  well  for 
hay  this  season.  A  cargo  of  manure,  ordered  last  autumn, 
was  delayed  by  ice  and  not  delivered  until  early  in  April, 
when  our  fields  were  too  soft  for  hauling  over.  This  is 
available  for  future  application. 

By  using  a  portable  wire  fence  to  confine  them,  the 
sheep  were  pastured  on  the  different  lawns  in  rotation, 
with  benefit  to  both  the  turf  and  the  sheep.  During  the 
winter  the  old  stable  and  barnyard  afforded  a  secure  and 
comfortable  sheepfold. 

The  flooring  of  stalls  in  the  horse  stable  was  renewed 
and  the  drainage  therefrom  corrected. 

LIVE   STOCK. 

Our  live  stock  consists  now  of  four  horses,  one  colt,  two 
mules  (these  latter  received  through  the  kindness  of  the 
vice  regent  for  Kentucky)  five  cows,  two  heifers,  one  bull, 
twenty  deer,  twenty-one  sheep  and  twenty-six  lambs. 


82 

One  horse,  one  cow  and  four  deer  died  dnring  the 
winter. 

The  handsome  black  Langshan  chickens  have  in- 
creased and  are  doing  well. 

There  are  six  peafowls. 

To  afford  better  sanitary  accomodations  for  the  cows  I 
built  a  frame  stable,  adjoining  the  hay  barracks,  extending 
our  water  main  to  a  trough  there,  and  enclosed  a  corner  of 
the  lot  wherein  they  could  have  proper  exercise  when  not 
in  pasture. 

TEAM  WORK. 

Besides  the  regular  coach  service,  our  teams  had  much 
to  do  in  hauling  brick  and  sand  for  the  pavers,  lumber  for 
repairs,  gravel  for  roads,  soil  and  sod  for  grading,  leaves 
and  rubbish  from  lawns,  coal  and  wood  to  the  boiler  room, 
trees  for  transplanting,  compost  for  lawns  and  farm.  For 
the  greater  utility  in  connection  with  our  team  work  we 
need  a  low-geared  wagon  with  broad  tires. 

DAY  LABORERS; 

For  the  steady  and  unremitting  care  and  improvement 
of  the  estate,  the  employment  of  a  few  day  laborers  is  es- 
sential. With  the  increasing  demand  for  labor  in  Wash- 
ington, at  the  nearby  forts  and  at  a  neighboring  brick  yard, 
there  has  been  a  raise  in  wages  to  which  I  had  to,  partially, 
conform.  In  order  to  hold  the  men  we  need  I  was  obliged 
to  yield  to  their  request  and  pay  them  $1.25  per  day. 
Their  work  the  past  year  has  been  somewhat  as  follows: 

Cutting  fallen  wood  in  our  woods,  burning  brush,  plow- 
ing for,  cultivating  and  securing  crops,  movring  and  raking 
lawns,  grading  roads  and  walks,  cutting  and  la3dng  sod, 
clearing  swamp  ditches^  cutting  and  packing  ice,  etc. 

EMPLOYES. 

I  regret  having  to  report  several  changes  in  last  year's 
list  of  regular  employes.    Christian  Stout,  the  coachman. 
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resigned  June  1,  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  himself  and 
family.     William  Stout  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

John  A.  Brown,  waiter,  was  discharged  for  ill  conduct, 
his  place  being  filled  January  1,  by  William  Holland. 

Oswald  Quaas,  assistant  gardener,  resigned  March  1,  to 
accept  a  better  position.  Werner  Anderson  succeeded  him 
on  March  15. 

Alfred  Jasper,  guard  at  tomb,  died  March  7.  The  Re- 
gent directed  me  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  funeral.  On 
April  1,  Edward  Hammond  was  chosen  for  the  vacancy. 

TOMB. 

The  four  stated  occasions  for  decorating  the  tomb  were 
May  30.  July  4,  December  14,  1903,  and  February  22,  1904. 
The  national  flag  was  raised  for  each  event  and  evergreens 
were  displayed  to  best  advantage. 

No  repairs  have  been  needed  for  the  tomb  itself,  but 
the  marble  shafts  near  it  have  been  cleaned  and  the  adja- 
cent walk  graded  and  supported  by  a  brick  revetment  wall. 

A  proposition  is  made  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Bowman  Van 
Ness,  of  Massachusetts,  to  make  a  permanent  display  of 
the  national  flag  over  Washington's  sarcophagus,  by  drap- 
ing the  colors  against  the  ceiling  of  the  tomb.  For  this 
purpose  she  has  sent  her  check  for  $50,  but  the  acceptance 
awaits  Council's  decision. 

COAL. 

The  purchase  of  our  winter  supply  of  coal  was  effected 

last  July,  the  furnace  coal  (seventy-five  tons)  costing  $5.70 

per  ton  and  stove  coal  (twenty-five  tons),  $5.95.     By  dint 

of  economy  and  the  supplemental  use  of  wood,  which  was 

cut  from  the  fallen  timber  on  the  estate,  we  managed  to 
make  the  one  hundred  tons  suffice,  though  the  winter  was 
unusually  long  and  trying. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

We  have  again  to  thank  Miss  McFadden  for  two  hand- 
some flags.     For  several  years  past  she  has  sent,  in  time 
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for  the  Birthday  celebration,  two  new  service  flags  for  use 
at  Mount  Vernon. 

From  a  lady  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  I  received  a  pair  of 
Mrs.  Washington's  silk  shoes,  and  placed  them  temporarily 
in  the  Conrad  relic  case. 

Miss  Mary  Lee  loaned  a  set  of  bed  curtains  worked  by 
Martha  Washington,  also  an  old  window  drapery  used  by 
the  Washingtons  at  Philadelphia  and  Mount  Vernon. 

General  P.  C.  Rust,  of  New  York,  sent  the  two  oil  por- 
traits which  Council  accepted  in  1902.  One  is  of  Major 
Eskridge,  the  guardian  of  Washington's  mother.  The 
other  is  (presumably)  of  Mrs.  Eskridge. 

Mr.  Frederick  Gilbert  Bourne,  of  New  York,  made  a 
cash  donation  of  $20. 

BOAT  SERVICE. 

On  December  5,  the  daily  boat  service  was  discontin- 
ued and  not  until  March  28  was  it  resumed.  During  that 
period  the  free  transportation  by  rail  of  Mount  Vernon  em- 
ployes and  freight  was  arranged  for  by  the  president  of  the 
Steamboat  Company. 

On  January  1,  the  Electric  Railway  Company  increased 
the  transportation  rates  on  their  line,  making  the  round 
trip  fare  between  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon  seventy- 
five  cents  instead  of  fifty  cents.  The  Boat  Company  made 
a  similar  increase  on  resuming  its  trips,  March  28. 

Visitors  complained  of  this,  thinking  the  Association 
was  party  to  the  change  of  rates — a  misapprehension  I  was 
able  to  correct. 

REQUEST  FOR   PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Requests  are  frequent  for  permission  to  use  Mount 
Vernon  photographs  in  illustrating  articles.  Some  of 
them,  from  sources  of  assured  reliability,  the  Regent 
granted.  Among  these  were  the  * 'Ladies'  Home  Journal" 
and  * 'Country  Life  in  America,"  their  publications  being  of 
high  order  and  special  attractiveness.     See  the  February 
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number  of  *  Ladies'  Home  Journal"  and  April  number  of 
**Country  Life  in  America,'  which  show  most  creditably 
the  scenic  gems  of  this  place. 

Such  publications  cannot  fail  to  incite  more  widespread 
interest  in  Washington's  home,  and  induce  an  added  num- 
ber of  people  each  year  to  visit  it. 

GUIDE  BOOKS. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Guide  Book  was  published  in  De- 
cember last.  The  only  changes  therein  were  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  better  picture  of  the  barn,  and  a  more  recent  one 
of  the  banquet  hall,  taken  since  the  removal  of  the  Peale 
equestrian  portrait.  A  slight  alteration  of  the  text  (rela- 
tive to  this  portrait)  was  essential. 

INSURANCE. 

In  June,  1903,  the  policies  of  fire  insurance  on  the 
Mount  Vernon  property  were  renewed  for  three  years.  The 
Peale  portrait  of  Washington,  on  deposit  with  the  Corcoran 
Gallery  of  Art,  was  insured  at  the  same  time  for  one  year 
at  $2,000.  This  policy  will  expire  June  16,  next.  Please 
instruct  me  as  to  its  renewal. 

RESOLUTION   TO  MR.    RIGGS. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Riggs,  voted  at  last 
Council,  was  suitably  engrossed  on  vellum  and  presented  to 
our  worthy  treasurer. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion  I  take  pleasure  in  attesting  the  faithful 
attention  to  duty  and  ready  cooperation  of  the  several 
employes. 

My  especial  acknowledgement  for  instruction,  assistance 
and  encouragement  I  always  owe  to  the  Regent,  whose 
never-failing  love  for  Mount  Vernon  predominates  all  other 
interests  of  her  busy  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  faithful  and  humble  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
April  80,  1904.  Res.  Sec.  and  Supt. 
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RXPORT  or  SECHETARY  FOIL  YEAH  ENDING  NAY  1.  1904. 

Wrote  and  had  printed,  50  copies  Minutes  of  93  pages; 
800  copies  Reports  of  58  pages. 

Sent  to  members  of  Council,  88  copies  Minutes  with 
Reports. 

Distributed  to  individuals  and  societies  in  the  state  and 
elsewhere,  200  copies  of  Annual  Reports,  and  forwarded  the 
remainder  to  Mount  Vernon. 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  printing  Minutes  and  Reports $93  00 

Check  from  Regent  . 93  00 

OFFICE  BXPBNSBS. 

Typewriting  and  assistant $20  00 

Expressage,  postage,  stationery  ....    25  00 

45  00 
Regent's  check $50  00 

Balance,  1903 12  00 


$62  00 


$62  00 
45  00 


Balance  on  hand $17  00 

Report  of  secretary  accepted. 


REPOUT  or  GAUDENEH. 

Ladies:  In  submitting  my  report  for  fiscal  year  end- 
ing April  30,  1904>  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  severe  winter  through  which  we  have 
passed,  and  the  consequent  injury  to  vegetation.  The  box- 
wood hedge  suffered  somewhat,  but  to  my  great  delight  is 
manifesting  its  wonderful  recuperative  powers,  and  will  in 
a  few  weeks  look  as  fine  as  ever.  I  lost  a  great  number  of 
roses  (109  by  actual  count)  through  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  but  have  replaced  them  with  stronger  plants. 

As  the  year's  travel  was  forty  thousand  less  than  the 
previous  year,  the  greenhouse  receipts  were  diminished. 
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Receipts 5688  86 

Expenditures  for  postage^  etc 10  66 

Cash  to  superintendent 1678  20 

Hoping  that  the  garden  may  be  found  in  satisfactory 
condition,  and  assuring  you  that  it  is  the  ambition  of  my 
life  to  serve  you  faithfully,  and  thus  merit  words  of  com- 
mendation, I  am  Very  respectfully  yours, 

FrankliiN  a.  Whelan. 
Report  accepted. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

As  representing  the  committee  on  mansion,  I  have  to 
report  that  I  have  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  build- 
ing from  attic  to  cellar  and  am  satisfied  that  every  precau- 
tion has  been  taken  by  the  superintendent  to  strengthen 
and  protect  it. 

The  condition  of  the  foundation  walls,  while  serious,  is 
not  necessarily  alarming. 

Repairs, which  the  superintendent  can  best  explain,  are 
already  planned  for  immediate  undertaking  when  Council 
shall  have  adjourned. 

It  was  especially  pleasing  to  see  how  cleverly  the  old 
corner-stone  was  rechiseled. 

The  ceiling  in  the  main  hall  is  cracked  and,  in  some 
places,  the  plaster  is  loosened  from  the  laths,  which  makes 
it  imperative  that  it  shall  be  replastered. 

The  rubber  covering  of  stairways  and  halls  has  saved 
the  floors  and  stairs  from  more  speedy  wear.  This  protec- 
tion is  essential  and  should  be  continued. 

The  colonnades  connecting  the  mansion  with  office 
and  kitchen  have  been  most  substantially  reconstructed; 
as,  also,  the  foundation  of  the  old  smoke-house. 

A.  I.  C.  D.  Ames, 

Acting  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  has  examined  the  rooms  of  both  the 
mansion  and  the  * 'quarters"  and  finds  everything  in  excel- 
lent order. 

1.  It  will  recommend  that  white  dimity  slip  covers  for 
the  three  chairs  in  the  * 'spare  room"  be  made  in  place  of 
the  different  patterns  of  faded  chintz  now  in  use.  These 
covers  would  match  the  new  bed  hangings. 

2.  Painting  over  the  mantel  in  the  *  "parlor"  should  be 
repaired. 

8.  The  clock  on  pier  table  of  same  room  to  be  cleaned 
and  repaired. 

4.  That  the  floors  of  the  bedrooms  in  the  "quarters" 
have  a  coat  of  dressing. 

5.  It  is  recommended  that  the  frames  of  the  Sartain 
portraits  of  Washington  be  g^ilded. 

6.  That  the  sofa  in  the  library  be  recovered  with 
proper  material.  A.  I.  C.  D.  Ames,  Chairman. 

Helen  F.  Conover. 
Georgia  P.  Wilder. 
Amy  Townsend. 

report  of  library  committee. 

The  committee  reports  that  the  volumes  are  in  good 
condition  and  carefully  protected. 

Mr.  Young  was  requested  by  the  committee  to  have  the 
books  taken  down  under  his  personal  superintendence  and 
carefully  freed  from  dust,  which  duty  was  promptly  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Young.  This  work  must  be  done  after  the 
adjournment  of  Council,  as  the  room  is  occupied  during 
sessions  as  a  dining-room. 

The  committee  asks  that  an  appropriation  be  made  by 
Council  from  the  contingent  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books 
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that  belonged  to  Washington,  as  opportunity  may  occur. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  Acting  Ch'r'm. 

Ida  a.  Richardson. 

Phgebe  a.  Hearst. 

Lizzie  J.  Johnston. 

Helen  F.  Conover. 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone. 

the  relic  committee. 

The  six  relic  cases  have  been  opened  and  thoroughly 
cleaned.  All  of  the  relics  verified  by  the  written  slips  in 
the  case.  All  the  silver  and  brass  articles  polished.  The 
lace  which  Mrs.  Washington  gave  Gilbert  Stuart  when  he 
was  painting  General  Washington's  portrait,  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  case  in  the  music  room  and  placed  in  the 
banquet  hall  case.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  Chairman. 

Georgia  P.  Wilder. 

Abby  R.  Winder. 

report  of  record  committee. 

Having  found  additional  letters  of  importance  to  our 
history,  your  committee  has  filed  them  where  they  be- 
long, in  the  record  books  already  in  the  library. 

The  papers  relating  to  the  gifts  of  the  Gilbert  Stuart 
portrait  of  Washington,  the  Washington  pitchers,  the  tor- 
toise shell  snuff  box,  the  ewer  and  basin  and  the  colored 
print  of  Washington,  have  been  received  by  us  from  the 
vice  regents  who  presented  them.  We  have  also  the  letter 
giving  the  history  of  the  * 'spread"  loaned  by  Prof.  Dixon. 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Chairman. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 

Jennie  M.  Ward. 

report  of  tomb  committee. 

The  instructions  given  by  last  Council  in  reference  to 
both  tombs  have  been  faithfully  carried  out  and  they  pre- 
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sent  a  good  appearance.  The  annual  decorations  of  the 
tomb  by  flags  and  flowers,  on  the  specified  days,  are  faith- 
fully observed.  Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  H.  Walker,  Chairman. 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 
Emma  R.  Ball. 

report  of  garden  and  greenhouse  committee. 

The  garden  and  greenhouse  committee,  after  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  greenhouse  and  garden,  reports  that 
everything  is  in  much  better  condition  than  the  long-con- 
tinued cold  of  the  past  winter  and  spring  and  the  inter- 
rupted work,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  gardener's 
assistants,  led  the  committee  to  expect.  A  number  of  roses 
and  other  delicate  plants  were  winter-killed,  and  the  box 
hedges  were  superficially  affected  in  spots,  which  are  rap- 
idly filling  in  now  with  fresh  green  shoots,  and  the  hedges, 
which  are  the  pride  of  the  garden,  never  looked  more  beau- 
tiful or  in   better  keeping. 

Miss  Townsend  very  kindly  took  charge  of  ordering 
the  boxes  to  be  used  for  cut  flowers  by  the  gardener.  They 
are  in  perfect  taste,  and  were  purchased  at  much  less  ex- 
pense than  the  sum  appropriated  for  this  purpose  by  Coun- 
cil. Miss  Townsend  contributed  the  die  for  the  name 
**Mount  Vernon"  on  the  top  of  the  boxes,  thereby  lessening 
the  expense. 

After  a  conference  with  the  superintendent  on  the  sub- 
ject, this  committee  earnestly  recommends  that  a  well- 
trained,  competent  assistant  gardener  be  secured  at  $50  a 
month,  to  work  under  Mr.  Whelan  in  the  care  of  the  gar- 
dens and  greenhouses.  The  man  now  filling  the  place  of 
first  assistant,  at  a  salary  of  $40,  while  a  good  workman 
and  fully  competent  for  the  position  of  second  assistant,  is 
not,  in  some  respects,  equal  to  the  first  position.  With 
the  increased  number  of  visitors,  who  desire  information 
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regarding  the  plants  they  purchase  and  the  plants  and 
shrubs  of  an  historical  character,  as  well  as  for  other  rea- 
sons, a  competent  assistant  is  needed. 

The  committee  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $75  for  the 
purchase  of  shrubs  and  plants. 

The  gardener  has  made  a  monthly  report  to  the  acting 
chairman,  of  receipts  for  flowers  and  plants,  and  also,  of 
the  general  condition  prevailing,  month  by  month,  in  his 
department. 

The  committee  is  preparing  a  list  of  old-fashioned 
shrubs  and  flowers,  with  indications  where  they  are  to  be 
planted,  to  be  left  with  the  gardener  for  his  guidance. 

Mary  T.  Barnes, 
Elizabeth  B.  A,  Rathbone, 
Mary  T.  Leiter, 
Georgia  Page  Wilder, 
Amy  Townsend, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Sarah  Pendleton  Van  Rensselaer. 

Instructions  for  Gardener, — Plant  ivy  at  greenhouse, 
icehouse,  and  all  other  brick  walls.  Shrubs  and  plants 
named  in  Mrs.  Maxey's  list,  to  be  planted  at  north  gate. 
Grow  always  old-fashioned  plants,  annuals  and  shrubs,  as 
per  list.  Replace  grass  borders  of  beds  by  violets,  prim- 
roses and  spice  pinks.  Place  lavender  iris  with  irises  now 
there.     Other  bulbs,  seeds  and  plants  wherever  suitable. 

committee  on  grounds,  trees  and  shrubs. 

This  committee  presents  to  Council  the  report  of  work 
done  in  1903.  Restoration  of  walk  from  summer  house  to 
tomb;  walks  on  either  side  of  the  mansion;  walk  from  wharf 
to  the  mansion.  These  walks  have  been  laid  in  brick,  with 
gutters  and  drain  pipes  where  required.    The  work  is  well 
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done.  Half  of  the  road  from  electric  railrcad  gate  to  bowl- 
ing green  gate  is  finished.  The  portion  of  filling  in,  behind 
the  sea  wall,  which  has  been  done  and  planted  to  grass,  is 
very  attractive  and  adds  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  river 
view.  The  drainage  of  the  hillside  was  commenced  in  July* 
after  the  engineer  had  submitted  plans  to  Regent,  and  they 
had  been  approved.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  feet  of 
the  tunnel  is  completed,  and  the  engineer  asserts  in  his  re- 
port to  Council,  "Absolute  safety  of  hiU  from  landslides  is 
assured.''  The  chairman  of  this  committee  has  made  fre- 
quent visits  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the  fall  and  winter,  to 
inspect  this  important  work.  Your  committee  approves 
the  advice  of  the  engineer,  "that  the  tunnel  be  left  open  for 
a  period  of  three  years."  Our  superintendent  informs  us 
the  timber  lining  to  the  tunnels  will  insure  their  safety  and 
last  many  years.  Trees  were  planted  to  complete  row. 
Wild  honeysuckle  is  planted  on  hillsides. 

This  committee  recommended  the  following  work  for 
1904: 

Removal  of  old  board  walks  from  wharf  to  tomb,  as 
new  brick  walk  seems  adequate. 

A  notice  to  be  placed  on  outside  of  gates,  stating  en- 
trance prices. 

The  iron  rail  removed  surrounding  Prince  of  Wales  tree. 

Trees  planted;  list  to  be  submitted  to  Council  (see  list 
appended). 

The  road  completed  to  bowling  green  gate,  same  as 
finished  part. 

Poison  ivy  to  be  removed  by  gardener  from  grounds. 

The  sea  wall  to  be  filled  in  its  entire  length  and  bank 
graded  down;  wild  honeysuckle  planted. 

New  road  made  from  wharf  to  tomb. 

Cobblestone  gutters  and  low  stone  wall  to  take  the 
place  of  the  rail  fence,  which  has  decayed  and  is  unsafe  in 
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its  present  condition.     The  coping  on  this  wall  to  match 

other  wall  copings  on  place. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  T.  Leiter, 
Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
Ida  R.  Richardson, 
Amy  Townsend. 

Later  the  vice  regent  for  Texas  gave  $25  to  the  Regent 
to  be  expended  in  shrubs  and  trees;  shrubs  for  north  gate. 

List  of  trees  to  be  planted  on  the  grounds:  Six  box 
trees,  two  magnolia  trees,  three  maples,  two  elms,  and 
other  trees  as  indicated  by  grounds  and  shrub  committee, 
and  suggested  by  superintendent.  The  box  trees  are  a  gift 
from  vice  regent  for  New  York. 

The  proposed  new  road  is  decided  by  Council  to  be  too 
expensive;  but  Council  advises  the  building  of  the  road 
without  the  wall  this  year,  if  funds  will  allow,  but  cannot 
make  any  appropriation.  Two  thousand  dollars  will  be 
required  for  the  road  finished,  with  rustic  fence,  according 
to  specifications  by  Mr.  McNamara. 

report  of  the  kitchen  garden  committee. 

Our  committee  finds  the  kitchen  garden  in  excellent 
condition. 

The  early  spring  planting  has  been  attended  to.  As- 
paragus, lettuce,  tomatoes,  beans  and  peas  are  in  evidence. 
Small  fruits,  such  as  currants,  raspberries,  strawberries,  figs 
and  gn^pes  are  in  satisfactory  condition,  notwithstanding 
the  lateness  of  the  season. 

An  attractive  feature  has  been  added  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  lattice  arbor  as  a  grape  trellis,  at  the  end  of  the 
gravel  walk  fronting  the  entrance  gate.  A  gradual  treat- 
ment of  the  stifF  clay  soil  of  the  garden  is  advisable  in  order 
that  the  parching  effect  of  the  hot  summer  suns  may  be,  in 
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a  measure,  reduced.      The  improvement  in  cultivation  is 
already  marked,  and  further  good  results  are  anticipated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Amy  Townsend,  Acting  Chairman, 

Harriet  C.  Comegys, 

Sarah  Pendleton  Van  Rensselaer. 

REPORT  OF  farm   COMMITTEE. 

On  inspection  of  the  farm  we  find  nine  acres  of  wheat 
in  promising  condition,  eight  acres  in  timothy  and  clover, 
and  seventeen  acres  of  pasture;  twenty-one  acres  are  being 
prepared  for  corn,  and  three  acres  have  been  put  in  cow 
peas. 

We  find  that  the  3deld  of  corn  and  hay  last  season  was 
encouragingly  good,  while  the  oats  and  wheat,  owing  to  the 
unusually  long  period  of  rainfall  in  June,  were  practically 
ruined. 

The  experiment  with  sheep  has  succeeded,  and  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  afford  more  extensive  pasturage  for 
the  flock  as  soon  as  opportunity  will  allow.  To  that  end 
we  advocate  clearing  and  enclosing  the  lots  from  which 
timber  was  cut  two  years  ago. 

The  better  accommodations  provided  last  autumn  for 
the  milch  cows  is  found  to  be  a  great  improvement  over 
former  conditions.  The  health  of  all  the  cows  appears 
good. 

The  handsome  pair  of  mules  received  from  Kentucky 
is  a  much-needed  addition  to  the  stock. 

So  much  hauling  was  required  the  past  season,  in  con- 
nection with  the  various  improvements  then  in  progress, 
the  teams  were  not  available  for  what  might  otherwise 
have  bettered  the  farming  operations. 

For  general  utility  work,  a  low-geared  wagon  with 
broad  tires  is  greatly  needed;  will  cost  $50. 

We  advocate  also  an  appropriation  of  $250  for  manure 
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this  year,  to  be  applied  to  the  farm  land.  The  committee 
also  recommends  an  appropriation  of  $250  for  the  building 
of  a  silo,  and  an  appropriation  of  $200  for  wire  fencing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Phcebe  a.  Hearst,  Chairman, 
Georgia  P.  Wilder, 
Elizabeth  W.  Allston  Pringle, 
Margaretta  M.  Barret, 
Rebekah  S.  Manderson. 

committee  on  parliamentary  rules. 

Your  committee  reports  that  upon  examination  of  va- 
rious treatises  upon  parliamentary  law,  which  govern  legis- 
lative and  popular  assemblies,  they  are  convinced  that 
essential  differences  existing  between  such  bodies  and  this 
Association,  make  it  desirable  that  a  form  of  procedure  be 
prepared,  which,  while  based  upon  established  parliament- 
ary law,  may  be  adapted  to  the  especial  needs  of  Council. 

Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  Chairman. 
Rebekah  S.  Manderson. 

report  of  press  committee. 

The  press  committee  sent  a  report  of  the  meeting  of 
Council,  with  the  names  of  the  members  present  and  a 
memorandum  of  the  usual  routine  of  work. 

The  valuable  gift  of  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  vice  re- 
gent for  Louisiana,  of  a  Gilbert  Stuart  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton, one  of  the  best  existing,  has  been  reported. 

Also  an  article  with  account  of  the  work  done  at  Mount 
Vernon,  including  the  important  tunnel  made  to  drain  the 
hillside,  was  sent  to  the  papers  in  Washington  and  other 
cities.  Georgia  Page  Wilder,  Chairman, 

Abby  R.  Winder, 
Harriet  C.  Comegys. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful 
examination  of  the  Regent's  financial  statement,  and  of 
bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  they  find  them 
clear  and  correct. 

Your  committee  has  also  compared  the  reports  of  the 

treasurer  and  of  the  superintendent,  including  the  accounts 

of  the  purser  and  of  the  gardener,  and  reports  them  entirely 

correct  and  satisfactory. 

Total  receipts  for  year $34,478  24 

Total  expenditures  for  year 51,719  88 

Net  balance  in  bank  May,  1 904 $2,758  41 

APPROXIICATB  BSTIMATBS  AND  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR   1904  AND    1905. 

Pay  roll $14,740  00 

Secretary  to  Regfent 300  00 

Secretary  to  Council 1 00  00 

Office  expenses  of  secretary 50  00 

Insurance  of  Peale*8  picture 10  00 

Coal 600  00 

Coach  horse 1 75  00 

Fertilizers 250  00 

Farm  'WdLgon 50  00 

Coach 350  00 

Mansion  ceilin^r,  hall  and  cellar 200  00 

Silo  for  cattle  and  sheep 250  00 

Shrubs 100  00 

Wire  fencing 200  00 

Cobble  stone  srutter 376  00 

Greenhouse  committee 75  00 

Telephone  rental 1 75  00 

Pohick  church  pew  rental 90  00 

Restoration  to  Gilbert  Stuart's  Washington  and  insurance  .  .  300  00 

Drain  pipes  used  in  storm  drainage 250  00 

Tambour  desk  (relic) 2,000  00 

Funeral  expenses  Capt  Blake 250  00 

Present  to  Mr.  Young 300  00 

Expenses  of  Council 587  00 

Gratuity  to  servants 50  00 

Fee  of  attorney 6000 

$21,878  00 
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The  testimonial  expenditure  subject  to  judgment  of 
Regent. 

In  view  of  the  large  amount  reached  by  these  appro- 
priations, that  we  regard  as  essential,  the  Committee 
recommends  that  the  other  proposed  improvements  be 
postponed  to  the  next  Council,  when  the  needs  now  exist- 
ing will  have  been  supplied,  and  our  overplus  will  conse- 
quently be  greater  than  at  present. 

We  append  to  our  report  the  accompanjring  letter,  re- 
ceived by  Mrs,  Walker,  in  response  to  the  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Riggs,  in  behalf  of  Council,  by  our  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Emma  R.  Ball,  Chairman, 
Letitia  H.  Walker, 
Ida  a.  Richardson, 
Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat, 
Jennie  M.  Ward, 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone. 

**Fareham,"  New  London,  Conn., 

August  28,  1903. 
Mrs.  Letitia  Walker, 

Vice  Regent,  Mt.  V.  L.  A.,  Spray,  N.  C. 

Dear  Madam: 

I  received  today  through  Mr.  Dodge  a  handsomely  en- 
grossed copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association,  at  the  Council  of  this  year,  ex- 
pressing in  highly  laudatory  terms  their  appreciation  of  my 
late  father  and  of  myself  as  treasurers  of  the  Association. 
As  this  resolution  was  presented  to  Council  by  you,  it  seems 
fit  that  my  first  acknowledgment  and  expression  of  thanks 
should  be  made  to  you.  My  father's  services  to  the  Associ- 
ation, at  a  critical  and  trying  stage  of  its  history,  were 
great,  probably  alone  making  the  continuation  of  that  his- 
tory possible.     These  services  were  actuated  by  a  pure 
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patriotism  and,  as  you  aptly  put  it,    *by  an  abiding  faith  in 
woman*s  integrity." 

That  his  efforts  were  not  in  vain— that  Mount  Vernon 
was  saved  and  the  finances  secure — was  his  reward  and  his 
gratification  in  his  lifetime.  My  own  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities have  been  so  easy  and  free  from  worry  or  apprehen- 
sion, that  they  do  not  merit  mention  in  comparison.  It  is 
a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  thus  be  united  to  those  who 
manage  and  direct  the  affairs'  of  a  noble  trust. 

Allow  me,  then,  my  dear  madam,  to  return  to  you  and 
through  you,  to  the  ladies  of  the  finance  committee,  my 
appreciative  thanks,  and  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  obliged  and  sincere  friend, 

E.  Francis  Riggs,  Treasurer. 


LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Regent  announced  the  following  list  of  committees: 

FINANOB. 

Mrs.  Ball,  chairmnan;  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Sweat, 
Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

MANSION. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Qoldsborouirh,  Mrs.  Harri- 
son, Mrs.  Ames. 

PURNrrURB. 

Mrs.  Ames,  chairman;  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Gh^am,  Miss 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison. 

UBRART. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Cono¥er» 
Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Johnston. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs. 
Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

OARDBN  AND  0RBBNH0U8B. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Wilder^ 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 
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XITCHBN  GARDBN. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Miss  Townsend,  Miss  Comesrys,  Mrs.  Van 
Rensselaer. 

FARM. 

Mrs.  Hearst,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret 

TOMB. 

Mrs.  Walker,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Gh)1ds- 
t>orouffh,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Ball. 

RBUCS. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  chaurman;  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs,  Wilder, 

RECORDS. 

Miss  Comesrys,  chaurman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

BY-LAWS. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Ames,  Mrs.  Mander- 
son. 

INDEX. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs*  Winder, 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Manderson. 

PRESS. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  chairman;  Mrs.  Winder,  Miss  Longfellow,  Miss  Comegys, 
ffirs,  Harrison. 


LIST  OF  LOANS  AND  GIFTS. 

Mount  Vernon  has  been  very  fortunate  this  year  in  the 
matter  of  gifts  of  relics  and  loans  of  interesting  articles. 
Besides  the  gift  from  Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Louisiana,  of  the 
original  Gilbert  Stuart  portrait  of  General  Washington, 
owned  by  Miss  Richardson,  of  Kentucky,  there  are  many 
others  mentioned  in  the  various  reports  which  are  grouped 
together  here. 

Miss  Mary  Lee  loaned  a  set  of  bed  curtains,  worked  by 
Mrs.  Washington,  and  an  old  window  drapery  used  by  the 
Washingtons  at  Philadelphia  and  Mount  Vernon. 

A  pair  of  Mrs.  Washington's  silk  shoes,  from  a  lady  in 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  two  flags  from  Miss  McFadden. 

Mr.  Frederic  Gilbert  Bowen,  New  York,  a  cash  dona- 
tion of  $50. 

The  vice  regent  for  Maine  placed  in  the  relic  case  a 
gift  from  Mrs.  Lyman  Tiffany,  of  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  of  a  tortoise  shell  snuff  box,  a  mourning  brooch 
and  a  pair  of  seed  pearl  ear-rings  once  possessed  by  the 
Washingtons. 

Miss  Comegys,  vice  regent  for  Delaware,  read  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Council : 

"Early  in  the  year  1852,  Miss  Nancy  Sheetz  gave  with 
her  awn  hand  a  cut-glass  decanter  to  Sarah  R.  Bowman, 
saying  //  was  given  to  her  by  President  George  Washing- 
ton as  a  parting  gift,  when  she  was  leaving  Mount  Vernon, 
after  being  there  eight  years  as  seamstress  for  Lady  Wash- 
ington. Miss  Nancy  had  been  summoned  to  her  home, 
near  Philadelphia,  by  illness  of  her  mother. 

When  he  presented  the  decanter.  General  Washing- 
ton was  in  full  uniform. 

The  decanter  was  full  of  choice  wine,  which  was  used 
in  the  Sheetz  family  at  weddings  and  christenings. 

Nancy  Sheetz'  father  had  a  paper  mill  on  the  Wissa- 
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bickon,  above  Philadelphia,  and  she  often  told  Sarah  R. 
Bowman  *she  could  well  remember  when  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin wheeled  a  barrow  out  the  ridge  road  to  her  father's 
paper  mill,  and  sat  and  smoked  a  pipe  with  her  father,  in 
the  chimney  comer,  then  wheeled  his  load  of  paper  back 
to  the  city.' 

Nancy  was  then  a  child.  She  was  much  past  90  years 
when  she  gave  the  decanter  to  S.  R.  Bowman. 

Nancy  Sheetz  was  a  twin  sister  of  the  mother-in-law 
of  Robert  Binst,  the  great  florist  of  Philadelphia,  at  that 
time.  His  residence  was  near  Darley,  Pa.,  where  Miss 
Nancy  died. 

It  was  on  the  direct  turnpike  from  Chestnut  hill  to 
Barren  hill  that  Nancy  Sheetz  lived  for  many  years  in  an 
old  stone  house,  one-story  and  embowered  in  choice  roses 
and  vines  from  Mr.  Binst's. 

She  lived  alone,  with  a  lad  to  till  the  garden  and  care 
for  the  cow  and  swine  and  poultry.  Her  little  farm  of  ten 
or  fifteen  acres  joined  the  playground  of  a  private  school, 
which  was  taught  by  Sarah  R.  Bowman,  whose  unusual 
love  for  flowers  delighted  Miss  Nancy,  and  they  became 
very  intimate  during  six  years  that  Miss  Bowman  taught 
that  school. 

The  latter  part  of  that  time  Miss  Nancy  grew  so  feeble 
that  she  was  taken  to  Mr.  Binst's  home,  and  in  one  of  Miss 
Bowman's  calls  there  to  see  her.  Miss  Nancy  gave  some 
cocoons  of  silk  worms  she  had  raised — her  'parting  gift' — as 
she  died  soon  after. 

Roger  Bowman,  a  Quaker,  from  Derbyshire,  England, 
lived  in  Philadelphia,  very  near  'President  Washington' — 
as  he  called  him. 

When  the  seat  of  government  was  moved  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Washington,  the  president,  who  was  fond  of  the 
genial  old  Quaker,  presented  him  with  a  chair  as  a  'parting 
gift.'  I  inherited  that  chair  from  my  aunt,  Sarah  Bowman 
Wainright,  of  Merion,  on  Pennsylvania  railroad,  six  miles 
from  Philadelphia. 

Roger  Bowman  was  my  great  grandfather.  He  and 
his  son  Henry  and  all  their  descendants  are  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  Merion  Friends'  Meeting,  which  was  built  in 
1695  (date  on  stone  in  the  gable).     That  old  meeting  house 
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now  has  the  wooden  peg  in  the  preacher's  gallery,  where 
William  Penn  hung  his  hat. 

The  Bowman  homestesid  was  one-third  of  a  mile  froiii 
that  meeting  house,  and  from  Philadelphia  the  'Washing- 
ton chair'  was  moved  there,  and  guarded  and  treasured  by 
three  generations,  but  never  left  the  shelter  of  that  rdof, 
until  I  received  it  thirty-five  years  ago.  It  is  very  dark 
mahogany,  and  the  family  tradition  is  that  Lafayette  had 
given  it  to  General  Washington — which  is  quite  possible,  as 
the  carving  in  the  back  is  surely  a  fleur  de  lis.  *  *  i  have 
also  two  genuine  mahogany  chairs  of  similar  size,  which 
belonged  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  were  bought  by  my 
great  uncle,  from  one  of  the  family  of  Sarah  Bache,  who 
was  Franklin's  daughter. 

Many  years  ago  I  bought  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a 
quaint  and  perfect  little  wineglass,  with  the  assurance  that 
it  belonged  to  Jonathan  Trumbull  ('Brother  Jonathan*). 

I  will  sell  these  articles,  chairs,  decanter  and  wineglass, 
for  $400.  Most  respectfully, 

Sarah  R.  Bowman, 

West  Chester,  Penn." 

The  vice  regent  for  Michigan  offered  to  purchase  the 
chair  for  the  Association,  and  vice  regent  for  South  Caro- 
lina, the  decanter.  The  wineglass  was  made  a  gift  by  Mrs. 
Bowman.  The  offers  were  gratefully  accepted  by  Council 
and  the  relics  are  all  now  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Mrs.  Ames,  vice  regent  for  Rhode  Island,  reports  the 
gift  of  an  old  print  in  color,  of  General  Washington,  made 
in  Paris  in  1797. 

A  fine  engraving  is  found  here,  presented  to  Mount 
Vernon  by  Mrs.  George  Hearst,  the  29th  of  July,  1890. 
This  was  the  orig^inal  engraving,  evidently,  from  which  the 
colored  print  just  presented  to  Mount  Vernon,  by  Miss 
Charlotte  F.  Daily,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  copied. 

Mr.  James  M.  Lamberton  presented  through  Mrs.  Har- 
rison, vice  regent  of  Pennsylvania,  a  photog^ph  of  Masonic 
emblems  used  at  the  sesqui-centennial  anniversary  of  the 
initiation  of  General  Washington  into  Free  Masonry;  and  a 
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souvenir  plate  given  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
A.  F;  &  A.  M.,  at  the  same  anniversary,  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, Wednesday,  November  5,  1902. 

Also  received  from  Mrs.  Harrison,  an  exquisite  minia- 
ture of  General  Washington  (by  Birch),  loaned  to  the 
Association  by  Mr.  John  McHenry,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Mrs.  Frances  V.  Washington,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
requested  that  a  medal  presented  by  Miss  Martha  B. 
Washington,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  great-grand-daughter  of 
Col.  Wm.  Washington,  be  attached  to  the  portrait  of  the 
Colonel  now  at  Mount  Vernon.     Request  was  granted. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  of  Georg^ia,  brought  to  Council  a  pair  of 
lava  pitchers,  marked  G.  W.,  1775,  owned  by  General  . 
Washington  and  given  by  him  to  Governor  Sessions,  of 
Rhode  Island;  also  a  pair  of  coasters,  marked  G,  W.,  1776. 
These  relics  mentioned  in  her  report  of  last  year  she  has 
secured  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Everard  Meade,  rector  of  old  Pohick  church, 
called  on  the  ladies,  and  extended  an  invitation  to  them  to 
be  present  at  the  services  on  the  Sabbath,  and  to  lunch 
with  his  family  after  church.  Several  of  the  ladies  accom- 
panied the  Regent  to  the  historic  old  Pohick  and  enjoyed 
the  hospitalities  of  the  rector  and  the  services  held  amid 

associations  so  closely  connected  with  Washington's  own 
life. 

The  vice  regent  for  Delaware  reports  the  gift  from  Mr. 

Walter  Morris,  of  Dover,  Del.,  of  a  black  wedge-wood 
coffee  pot,  bought  in  Philadelphia  by  his  great-grand- 
mother when  General  Washington  was  president. 

Moved  by  vice  regent  for  Maine,  seconded  by  vice 
regent  for  Louisiana,  and  carried,  that  the  gift  of  $50  of- 
fered for  flags  to  decorate  the  interior  of  tomb,  be  declined 
with  thanks. 

Mrs.  Ames,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented  a  dark  blue 
pitcher  over  one  hundred  years  old,  the  gift  of  Miss  Ellen 
ball  Anderson,  which  was  gratefully  accepted. 
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Governor  Montague^  of  Virginia,  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  as  members  of  the  board  of  visitors  to 
Mount  Vernon,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  commencing 
April  11,  1904: 

Archer  Anderson,  Richmond,  Va. 
Thomsks  Smith,  Warrenton,  Va, 
Gardner  L.  Boothe,  Alexandria,  Va. 
Richard  B.  Darie,  Petersburg,  Va. 
A.  Moore,  Berry  ville,  Va. 

The  governor  and  three  of  the  members  of  the  board, 
viz..  Col.  Archer  Anderson,  Col.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr. 
Gardner  L.  Boothe,  visited  Mount  Vernon  on  Tuesday, 
the  17th. 

Colonel  Smith  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Smith. 

After  a  collation  served  in  the  library,  the  governor 
expressed  his  gratification  at  the  condition  of  Mount 
Vernon  in  very  pleasing  terms. 

Senator  Manderson,  of  Iowa,  followed,  commending 
the  Association  on  the  manner  in  which  they  have  carried 
out  their  trust,  so  sacred  and  patriotic. 

The  visitors  left  by  afternoon  boat. 


A  contract  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Darlington,  the  legal 
adviser  secured  by  the  Regent,  and  an  agreement  made 
with  the  Mount  Vernon  and  Marshall  Hall  Steamboat  Co., 
by  which  the  service  of  the  steamer  Macalester  is  secured 
for  the  coming  year. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  vice  regent  for  Minnesota,  writes  re- 
gretting absence  from  Council. 

Mrs.  Denby,  vice  regent  for  Indiana,  finds  it  impossible 
to  be  present.     Sends  state  report. 

Miss  Longfellow  is  absent  in  Europe;  Mrs.  Hill,  of  Col- 
orado, also  sailed  recently  for  Europe;  Mrs.  Harrison,  of 
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Pennsylvania,  regrets  that  she  cannot  be  at  Council;  Mrs. 
Webb,  of  Tennessee,  reports  that,  at  the  last  moment,  she 
finds  it  impossible  to  attend. 

Mrs.  Graham  regrets  her  absence  from  Council,  on  ac- 
count of  illness  in  her  family,  and  sends  a  donation  of 
$50.50  from  Sons  of  the  Revolution  of  Missouri.  Sent  state 
report  later.  

A  bit  of  interesting  history  was  furnished  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Dewey  to  Miss  Cunningham,  first 
Regent,  dated  Philadelphia,  December  24,  1859.  He  de- 
scribes the  efforts  made  from  1846  to  1848,  to  secure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  by  congress  for  the  purchase  of  Mount 
Vernon  for  a  soldiers'  home.  He  also  refers  to  the  Wash- 
ington coach,  then  at  Philadelphia,  now  at  Mount  Vernon. 


The  painting,  a  copy  by  Gilbert  Stuart  of  his  original 
portrait  of  Washington,  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  vice 
regent  for  Louisiana,  in  her  state  report,  was  then  brought 
in  and  shown  to  Council  and  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson 
to  the  Association  (as  it  had  been  made  a  gift  to  her  per- 
sonally.) The  ladies  of  Council  all  rose  to  their  feet  to  ex- 
press their  delight  at  the  invaluable  gift,  and  their  sincere 
thanks  to  the  donor,  who  secured  it  by  her  untiring  zeal  for 
the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon. 


The  matter  of  revision  of  the  by-laws  was  introduced 
by  Mrs.  Richardson,  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  in  a 
very  able  and  interesting  account  of  their  condition  and 
form,  at  the  time  of  her  entrance  upon  the  work  at  Mount 
Vernon  as  vice  regent. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  vice  regent  for  Maine,  followed  with  a 
clear  and  succinct  account  of  their  formation  out  of  the 
necessities  arising  from  time  to  time,  since  her  first  en- 
trance upon  the  work,  in  1866. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  King,  president  of  Electric 
railway,  promising  to  beautify  the  grounds  at  the  north  en^ 
trance  to  Mount  Vernon.  Miss  Townsend  was  directed  to 
reply,  expressing  the  gratification  of  Council  at  the  pro- 
posed improvement. 

Resolved,  that  we,  the  vice  regents  in  Council  assemr 
bled,  desire  to  express,  by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  beloved 
Regent,  our  appreciation  of  her  unwavering  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon  and  her  unfailing  courtesy 
s^nd  kindness  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  to  whom  she 
))as  become  an  inspiration  and  a  model  of  all  that  is  finest 
stnd  best  in  womanhood.  L.  J.  Johnston, 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 


The  foregoing  reports  show  the  condition  of  Mount 
Vernon,  its  buildings  and  grounds,  but  cannot  convey  an 
impression  of  the  solemn  beauty  of  the  spot.  The  winter 
was  unusually  severe,  but  no  serious  damage  was  done  to 
the  garden  and  the  old  box,  at  one  time  seriously  threat- 
ened. The  attendance  at  Council  was  large,  the  weather 
fine,  the  session  harn^onious.  Friday,  the  eighth  day,  the 
Regent  declared  Council  adjourned  till  the  second  Thursr 

day  in  May,  1905. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

S^cr^tary  and  Vice  Regent  for  Kapsa3. 
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[Extract  from  Washington  Post,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  15,  1904.] 

DEATH  OF  CAPT.  L.  L.  BLAKE. 


VETERAN  COMMANDER  OF  THE  MACALESTER  AND  A  **FORTY- 

NINER." 


Attack  of  Heart  Trouble  From  Which  He  Died  in  a 

Few  Minutes. — Burial  in 
Vermont. 


Capt  Lowell  Ln  Blake,  known  to  every  one  that  patronizes  the  riyer 
resorts,  as  commander  of  the  steamer  Charles  Macalester,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  popular  steamboat  men  in  the  country,  died  yesterday  at 
his  home,  1517  P.  street,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year.  Captain  Blake  had 
been  sufiPering  with  the  grip  and  its  after  effects  for  several  weeks,  but  it 
was  not  suspected  that  he  was  in  any  great  danger,  and  on  Thursday  he 
was  up  and  his  family  wsis  in  his  room  with  him  enjoying  what  seemed  to 
be  a  more  favorable  turn  in  his  illness.  Yesterday,  however,  he  was 
seized  with  heart  trouble  and  passed  away  before  assistance  could  be 
summoned,  Mrs.  Blake  being  present  when  he  died.  Capt.  Blake's  body 
will  be  taken  tomorrow  to  Northfield,  Vt,  where  he  wais  bom  in  1830* 
and  where  the  funeral  and  interment  will  take  place.  He  is  survived  by 
Mrs.  Blake  and  two  children. 

The  flags  at  Mount  Vernon  are  at  half  mast  for  Capt  Blake,  whose 
steamer  has  taken  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pilgrims  to  the  birthplace  of 
the  first  president,  in  the  last  two  decades.  The  regents  of  Mount  Vernon 
are  now  holding  their  annual  session  at  the  place,  and  when  they  heard  of 
his  death  they  immediately  ordered  this  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory. 
Resolutions  of  sympathy  with  his  family  were  adopted,  and  a  large  bunch 
of  flowers  from  the  place  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Blake. 
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Complete  List  of  All  Officerf  of  Noynt,  Vernon  Ladies 

AssociSLtion  of  the  Vniok. 


Founder  and  First  Rogejit  1853*1873, 

Miss  Ann  Pambla  Cunningham,  Sottt^  Carolina, 

Resigned  1873.  Died  1874. 


YSOB  RBOBNTS  APPOINTBD   1858. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ofifden  Ritchie,  resigoed  1866 Virginia 

i,  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859    ..,.««  North  Carolina 

5.  Mrs.  PhilocleaEdgeworth  Eve,  died  1889  . Georgi^ 

4,  Mrs.Octayia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Alabam^ 

g.  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  McWDUe,  died  1873  ..  .      .....  Mis$issip|d 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1896  .  .  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died •  .  .  .  Tftnnessea 

8.  Mrs,  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860   ........  S^soun 

9.  Mis9  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 /  .  New  Tork 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Grennough,  resigned  1865  .  .  Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 •  «  .  .  .Maine 

12.  Mrs,  Catherine  WUUs  Murat,  died  1867.  . Florida 

IZ.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861;  app.  1857  .  Connecticut 

14.  MissPhebe  Ann  Odgen,  died  1867 .  Newjersefy 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  AbbyWheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died .  .  , Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888  .  « Deleware 

\9t  Mrs,  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mn(  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hampshira 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902.  ^ Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died-; Kentndry 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

St5.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878  .  •  •  .  Venpnont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891   . Pennsylyania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 %  CiJifbmia 

28.  Mrs,  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

30.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878;  app.  1860  ••••..  Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker North  Carolia 
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I860. 

82.    Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861  ..........  South  Carolina 

1866, 

iS.  Mrs.  Mar^ret  J.  M.  Sweat ,  .  ,  •  ,  ^  .  .  .  Malna 

S4.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

85.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899 South  Carolina 

86.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hickman,  rosiffned  1867 ,  .  Nevada 

87.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Steams,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

88.  Mrs.  EmOy  R.^M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

89.  Miss  Ella  Hutchhis,  resigned  1866 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.C.Riggs,  resigned  1868  •  •  •  •  District  of  Cohmifoia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1896 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1875  .  •  .  «  Distriot  of  Columbia 
48.  Mrs.Nancy  Wade  Halstead,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.    Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884  .. Florida 

1870. 

46.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connectici^ 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  diedl898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington^  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

60.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

61.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

62.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

68.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham.  First  Regent. 

MRS.  ULY  M.  BERGHMAN. 

SECOND  RBGBNT,  1 874- 1 89 1 . 

Died  1891. 

VICE  RBOBNT  APPOmTBD  1874. 

64.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

65.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 

1875. 

46.    Mrs.  Lily  L.BroadwelU  died  1890 Ohio 

67.    Mrs.  John  P,  Jones Nevada 


18?6. 

88.    Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward KaJis&s 

69.    Mrs.  Justine  Von  Renesslaer  Townsand Mew  Yoric 

187B. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  QreKory  Smith,  reeitmed  1880 Vermont 

18T9. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Husachusatts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Id&  A.  Mchardson Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Miss  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1886. 
66.    Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michiffan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  Kins,  died  1896 Vermont 

66.    Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clay  ton  Comeffys Delewara 

70.  Miss  Fanny  Qilcrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1B89. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hill Cotorado 

.    Mrs.  RebtMca  B.  Flandruu Mbnesota 

.    Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

1890. 

.    Mrs.  A.  R  Winder New  Hampshirs 

1891. 

.    Mrs.  Georgia  Pa^e  Wilder Qeorsia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Lauehton, 
second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 


VICB  RBOBHTS  APPOTHTBD  1  893. 

Mra.  George  R.  Qoldsborough,  resigned  1904 Maryland 

Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Uppincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1 897 Ohio 
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79.  Mrs.  Phillip  Schuyler,  rasifimed  1891 New  York 

80.  Mre.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 
8A    Mrs.  Robert  H.  Glarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902  .   .   .  Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  ThomsLS  S.  Mazey  ....       Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resiirned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston Alabama 

9 1 .  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 

1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Chas.  Denby Indiana 


r  ■ 


•■I- 

I  ■  M 

■ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 
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PNANK  MUTH  ^IMMTINO  OO.t 
OTTAWA.  KANSAS. 


OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  the  Union. 


REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 
Waier  addms.  131  Eut  7lat  Stnset.  New  YockCky. 
Summer,  Box  647,  Southamptoo,  L.  I.»  caie  Thomas  Barber,  Eiq. 

VICE  REGENTS. 
MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  North  Carobia. 
MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT.  Maine. 
MRS.  S.  £.  JOHNSON  HUDSON.  Comiecticiit 
MRS.  MARYT.  BARNES.  WaihingioD.  D.C 
MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL.  Virgbia. 
MRS.  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kanmi. 
MISS  AUCE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  MaMchiMtts. 
MRS.  IDA  A.  RiCHARDSON.  Louwana. 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE.  Michigao. 
MRS.  MARY  T.  LETTER.  lUiaoit. 
MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delawaie. 
MRS.  AUCE  HILL.  Colorado. 
MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  MnmeMla. 
MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  CaUfomia. 
MRS.  A.  R.  WINDER.  New  Hampihire. 
MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER.  Georgia. 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM.  MitMuri. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER.  New  Jerwy. 
MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  SR.. 
MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND.  New  York. 
MRS.  CHAS.  C  HARRISON.  PmMyhwM. 
MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY.  Teiat. 
MRS.  R.  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 


MRS.  CHAS.  F.  MANDERSON.  Nebruluu 

MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER.  Wen  Viigmia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JUUUS  PRINGLE.  South  Caiolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  BARRETT,  Keotucky. 

MRS.  CHAS.  DENBY.  Indiana. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS^  Maiyland. 

SECRETARY. 
MRS.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD.  Ottawa.  Kan»t. 

TREASURER. 

MR  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS.  Washington.  D.  C 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE.  Mount  Vernon-oo-tlie-Potomac.  Va. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.  JAMES  YOUNG.  Mount  Vemoa.^-tlieJ'otomac.  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  FULLER.  U.S.  Supc^me  Court.  Wadun^ton.  D.  C. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Mount   Vernon    Ladies'    Association    of   the    Union 

HELD  AT 

MT.  VERNON.  FAIRFAX  CO.  VA. 

MAY  II  TO  19.  1905 


Ladies  present: 

Mis.  Walker.  Vice  Regent.  North  Caiolma 
Mn.  Hudaoo,  Vice  Regent.  Connecticiit 
Mrs.  Ball.  Vice  Regent.  Viiginia 
Mrs.  Waid.  Vice  Regent.  Kannt 
Mn.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent.  Lx>tiiBana 
Mn.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent.  Michigan 
Mies  Comegys,  V^  Regent,  Delaware 
Mrs.  Hill.  Vice  Regent.  Colorado 
Mn.  Flandrau.  Vice  Regent.  Minnesota 


Mrs.  Conover.  Vice  Regent.  New  Jeisey 
Mrs.  Webb.  Vice  Regent.  Tennessee 
Miss  Townsend.  Vice  Regent.  New  York 
Mrs.  Maxey.  Vice  Regent.  Texas 
Mrs.  Johnston.  \^ce  Regent.  Alabama 
Mrs.  Manderson.  Vice  Regent.  Nebraska 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer.  Vice  Regeni,  W.  Va. 
Mrs.  Barret.  \^ce  Regent.  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Denby.  V^  Regent.  Indiana 


REGENT'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Dear  Ladies: 

It  is  with  more  grief  than  I  can  find  expression  for,  that  I  am 
prevented  from  attending  Council  this  year.  A  recent  severe 
illness  has  warned  me  that  I  must  be  prudent  and  abstain  from 
over-fatigue,  but  I  am  certainly  with  you  in  spirit  as  the  session 
for  1 903  begins  its  deliberations. 

By  the  ordering  of  Providence  much  sorrow  has  invaded  the 
ranks  of  our  Association  since  the  last  meeting. 

How  deq>ly  we  feel  the  loss  of  our  active,  energetic  sister 
from  Rhode  Island  I  In  every  branch  of  work  in  which  she 
was  interested,  her  personality  was  always  felt  Besides  her 
duties  in  behalf  of  Mount  Vernon,  of  which  you  need  no  re- 
minder, she  exerted  much  beneficial  influence  in  furthering  the 
restoration  of  Washington's  place  of  worship— Pohick  Church 
and  to  establish  a  fund  to  aid  in  defraying  the  Rector*s  salary. 
Nothing  escaped  her  generous  heart  This  sorrow  which  has 
fallen  upon  us  can  be  cheered  only  by  the  beautiful  parting 
which  was  not  Death,  but  happy  entrance  into  Life  eternal. 


The  heavy  hand  of  affliction  has  invaded  many  of  our  homes. 
Two  of  our  number  have  thus  lost  the  devotion  of  honored, 
noble  men.  In  addition  the  Vice  Regent  for  Illinois  has  passed 
through  the  heavy  trial  of  anxiety,  pending  die  desperate  illness 
of  her  eldest  daughter. 

All  this  sadness  we  have  experienced  of  late  has  come  with 
greater  force,  because  for  so  many  years  our  large  circle  of  Coun- 
cil has,  in  a  surprising  degree,  been  spared  severe  affliction. 

An  honored  member  of  our  Advisory  G>mmittee,  Mr.  James 
Carter,  of  New  York,  has  been  taken  from  us.  A  man  of  wide 
popularity  and  fame  in  the  legal  world,  his  death  was  the  signal 
for  widespread  testimonials.  In  consultation  with  members  of 
our  Association  near  at  hand,  it  was  deemed  proper  that  our 
voice,  too,  should  be  raised  in  the  general  acdainu  I  therefore 
caused  to  be  published  in  the  New  York  papers  such  fitting 
tribute  of  respect  as  we  could  hastily  prepare.  Thus  we  are  on 
record  with  the  other  prominent  organizations  of  the  country  m 
doing  honor  to  Mr.  Carter's  memory. 

Before  leaving  council,  last  year,  you  will  remember  dial  the 
setdement  of  the  boat  question  was  left  for  me  to  decide  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Superintendent  As  it  was  clearly  best  that  the 
contract  should  be  direct  as  between  our  Association  and  the 
operating  party,  I  worked  with  that  in  view.  In  my  letter  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  and  Marshall  Hall  Steamboat  Company  I  stated 
how  the  Ladies  regarded  the  long  and  faithful  service  of  Captain 
Blake,  and  it  did  seem  to  us  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  his  widow.  If  that  could  be  managed  satisfactorily  there 
would  remain  no  difficulty  in  issuing  die  new  contract  direct  to 
their  company.  It  was  finally  so  arranged  and  I  had  a  very  nice 
letter  thanking  the  Ladies  for  granting  the  contract  and  assuring 
me  they  would  give  Mrs.  Blake  a  suitable  sum  evory  month. 

During  the  summer  months,  when  travelers  passed  dirough 
Washington  en  route  to  the  Grand  Elxposition  at  St  Louis,  de- 
mands were  frequent  for  permission  to  visit  Mount  Vemon  on 
Sundays.    In  every  instance,,  save  one,  I  refused  to  make  excep- 
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tion  to  our  firm  rule  regarding  the  Sabbath.  Mr.  Taft,  Secre^ 
taiy  of  War,  wrote  an  urgent  request  that  a  suspension  of  our 
niles  be  made  in  favor  of  the  Philippine  Delegation  as  Sunday 
would  be  die  only  possible  day  they  could  come  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, and  as  they  had  journeyed  so  far  to  pay  respect  to  die 
founder  of  their  adopted  country  I  finally  acquiesced,  but  diat 
once  only.  Since  then  every  request  has  been  refused,  and  to 
forestaD  any  misunderstanding  on  the  subject  I  caused  posters  to 
be  displayed  in  Washington  when  the  city  was  crowded  with 
strangers  po  witness  the  President's  inauguration.  These  notices 
in  large  type  read,  '  Mount  Vernon  Closed  on  Sunda3rs. ' 

As  the  years  roll  by  the  beauties  of  Mount  Vernon  seem  to 
be  enhanced.  The  wise  suggestions  of  the  several  committees 
have  been  f airhfuUy  carried  out 

I  was  sorry  the  falling  off  of  our  revenue  last  autunm  prevented 
die  reconstruction  of  the  carriage  road  between  die  v4iarf  and 
die  tcnnb.  This  project,  however,  is  only  postponed  until  our 
funds  are  sufficient  to  wanant  such  expenditure. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  many  achievonents  since 
your  last  official  inspection.  The  details  will  be  fuUy  explained 
in  the  report  of  our  Superintendent  He  has,  of  course,  kept 
me  regularly  informed  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  estate. 

I  have  been  much  interested  in  his  success  in  utilizing  the 
water  which  flows  from  die  tuimels.  He  will  tell  you  how  the 
pumping  of  2,000  gallons  daily  to  reservoirs  on  top  of  the  hill 
has  been  accomplished.  He  will  also  lay  before  you  a  plan  to 
greatly  augment  the  water  supply,  not  only  for  use  about  the 
gardens  and  lawns,  but  for  oudying  pastures  and  employes* 
cabins.  AU  of  this  is  quite  important  and  I  commend  it  to  your 
favorable  consideration. 

In  coimection  with  die  various  branches  of  engineering  work, 
Mr.  Dodge  has  had  the  voluntary  assistance  of  Mr.  Archer,  the 
engineer,  who  directed  the  tuimel  work  so  successfully.  He 
has  shown  himself  to  be  so  useful  to  us  in  many  ways  by  acting 
in  die  capacity  of  expert  director  of  work  during  the  hours  when 


8 

our  Superintendent  is  engaged  with  visitors  I  think  we  should 
offer  him,  officially,  some  suitable  recognition  of  his  kindness  in 
giving  so  much  of  his  time,  and  interest,  to  die  Mount  Yemen 
work. 

The  year  just  closed  has  fallen  short  of  our  expectations  in 
the  financial  line.  During  November,  December,  January  and 
February  there  were  comparatively  few  visitors. 

The  railroad  service  was  so  irregular  and  its  cars  in  such 
shocking  condition  public  complaint  was  made  by  citizens  of 
Alexandria  and  Washington.  Visitors  who  had  suffered  by 
reason  of  this  wretched  service  lodged  complaints  with  our 
Superintendent  for  allowing  it,  supposing  that  the  Association 
was  indirectly  responsible  for  such  treatment  This  called  for 
my  action,  and  I  wrote  to  the  President  of  the  Washington, 
Alexandria  and  Mount  Vernon  railroad,  calling  his  attention  to 
these  complaints,  and  asking  politely  to  be  relieved  of  the  possi- 
bility of  their  recurrence. 

He  replied  promptly  and  made  many  excuses  for  the  past 
and  stronger  promises  for  the  future. 

Official  investigation  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  brought  the  unsatisfactory  affairs  to  a  focus, 
and  as  a  result  a  decided  change  for  the  better  has  been  set 
afoot,  so  that  not  long  hence  it  seems  likely  die  railroad  service 
to  Mount  Vernon  will  be  first  class  in  every  particular. 

Most  unfoitunately,  however,  it  happened  that  at  die  very 
time  we  had  counted  expressly  upon  an  immense  concourse  of 
visitors  (the  President's  inauguration),  the  railroad  was  totally 
inadequate  to  the  demands  on  it,  and  the  river  was  so  blocked 
by  ice  die  boats  could  not  run.  Thus  it  is  easy  to  understand 
how  our  revenues  were  affected. 

The  expenses,  too,  were  large.  To  purchase  the  writing 
desk  which  Washington,  in  his  will,  bequeathed  to  Dr.  Craik, 
his  family  physician,  we  had  to  draw  iqpon  the  Endowment 
Fund  interest  for  the  $  1 ,600.00,  because  we  had  not  sufficient 
balance  in  the  General  Account 


I  am  more  than  gratified  to  announce  that  our  dear  Vice  Re- 
:|;ent  for  Massachusetts,  Miss  Lx>ngfellow,  has  recently  offered  to 
Taise  this  sum  in  her  State,  and  meanwhile  wiH  ^nd  her  per- 
gonal check  to  replace  the  amount  drawn  temporarily  from  the 
reserve. 

The  valuable  Stuart  portrait  of  Washington,  presented  at  last 
Councfl  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  was  entrusted  to  experts  in  New 
^ork,  who  put  it  in  pedFect  condition.  It  is  now  safely  back 
:and  is  hung  in  the  Banquet  Hall  as  you  desired. 

From  Mr.  Thomas  Savage  Clay,  representing  the  "  Society  of 
ihe  Cincinnati  in  the  State  of  Qeorgia^''  was  received  a  framed 
picture  of  an  Insignia  of  the  Cinciimati,  presented  by  General 
Washington  to  Major  John  Berri^i,  who  was  Secretary  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  Georgia.  I  have  directed  that  it  be 
hung  in  the  Banquet  Hall. 

Mr,  Clay  would  appreciate  your  note  of  acceptance. 

I  must  teD  you  diat  the  Mount  Vemon  Ladies*  As^^ociation 
was  honored  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  his  recent 
inauguration,  by  a  card,  inviting  the  Regent  to  occupy  a  seat  on 
the  President's  reviewing  stand.  Being  unable  to  leave  home 
then,  because  of  illness  in  my  family,  I  naturally  turned  to  our 
worthy  Dean,  hoping  she  could  find  it  possible  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington. This  she  could  not  attempt,  so  I  delegated  Mrs.  Ball, 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia,  to  represent  the  Association.  She 
will,  I  hope,  (^ve  you  a  full  account  of  her  pleasant  experience 
on  that  auspicious  occasion. 

The  pers<mnel  of  Mount  Vemon  employes  is  slightly  changed 
by  adding  a  new  as^stant  gardener,  the  resignation  of  Werner 
Anderson  and  the  employment  of  another  in  his  stead.  The 
regular  cook  was  attracted  elsewhere  by  higher  wages.  With 
difficulty  the  Superintendent  has  managed  to  find  a  woman  to 
fill  the  place. 

The  general  health  of  the  employes  during  the  past  year  has 
been  good,  and  thar  efficiency  merits  my  unqualified 
commendation. 
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Our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  will  explain  our  finandaT  matters 
more  fully  than  I  dare  attempt 

The  appended  exhibit  of  accounts  under  my  direction  wiK 
show  at  a  glance  our  present  status. 

Please  bear  in  mind  diat  the  sum  drawn  from  the  Endowment 
interest  account  for  purchasing  the  Craik  desk  should  be  returned* 

In  concluding  my  report  I  must  emj^asize  my  heartfelt  regret 
that  I  am  compelled  to  be  absent  May  God  grant  me  such 
increase  of  health  as  will  enable  me  to  meet  you  all  next  yeai  at 
dear  old  Mount  Vcmon.  J.  V.  R.  Townsend, 

April  30,  1905.  Regent 

Mrs.  Ball,  Vice  Regent  of  Virginia,  who  was  delegated  by 
the  Regent  to  represent  the  Association  at  the  inaugural  cere- 
monies by  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
moitioned  in  the  Regent*s  annual  report,  gave  an  interesting  ver- 
bal  account  of  the  veiy  courteous  manner  in  which  she  was 
received  and  of  the  place  of  honor  given  to  the  Mount  VernoD 
Association. 

At  the  dose  of  the  reading  of  the  Regent^s  rqport  the  foOow* 

ing  resolution  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Hill,  of  Colorado : 

The  Vice  Regents  have  received  and  Bstaned  to  the  reacfiig 
of  the  Regent's  report  for  the  last  year.  It  is  with  extreme 
sonow  they  are  met  in  G>uncil  without  her  gracious  presence, 
and  they  trust  that  their  d^berationt  and  decisions  may  meet 
with  her  approval,  and  abo  that  her  wish,  expressed  for  next 
Gnindl,  may  be  mercifully  granted. 

Adc^ted. 

The  reading  of  the  state  reports  was  next  taken  up. 

ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  rqx>rts  $38. 1 0  contributed 
by  the  school  children  in  1 903.  Also  a  table  once  the  pr<^ 
erty  of  the  Fairfax  family,  and  two  foot-stools,  giyen  to  the 
Alabama  room  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Hemden,  of  Bleden  Springs. 

J.  Johnston, 
Vice  Regent 
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tAUFORNU  STATE  REPORT 

My  long  continued  absence  from  the  country,  on  account  of 
illness,  has  prevented  me  from  doing  any  active  work  in  the 
state,  and  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  attend 
Council  this  year. 

I  enclose  herewith  aae  hundred  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the 
endowment  fund.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst, 

May  1(X  1905,  Vice  Regent 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  regrets  that  ill  health  and  absence  from  Col- 
orado have  prevented  her  from  working  in  Mount  Vemon*s  inter- 
ests the  past  year.  She  trusts  in  future  to  present  a  better 
rqport  Alice  Hill, 

Vice  Regent 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT 

Enforced  abs^ice  from  home  and  country  has  prevented  the 
Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut  making  any  effort  in  behalf  of 
Mount  Vemon,  except  in  disposing  rqx)rts  and  memorials 
among  Europeanized  Americans,  who  are  in  some  danger  of 
foigetting  Washington  and  Ins  home. 

On  22d  February  at  her  hotel  in  Copri,  Italy,  she  found  her 
hmch  table  covered  with  flowers — a  single  American  flag  in 
possession.  Inquiring  the  cause  of  this  decoration  she  learned  it 
was  to  celebrate  the  'Festa'  of  die  great  Washington,  an  unex- 
pected and  beautiful  tribute  from  Italians  to  our  Washington. 

Respectfully  presented,  S.  EL  Johnson  Hudson, 

Vice  Regent 

INDIANA  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  of  Indiana  rqx>rts  the  gift  of  $150,  to 
be  api^ed  to  assisting  in  rebuilding  the  north  boundary  wall  con- 
tiguous to  the  Nordi  Lodge  Gate.  Also  the  gift  of  $23,  to 
be  used  in  any  way  of  replenishment  or  repairs  in  the  Superin- 
tendents office  building.  Martha  Fitch  Denby, 

Vice  Regent 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT 

Have  distributed  copies  of  Annual  Report     Gave  a  talk  on 


Mount  Vernon  work,  by  invitation,  to  ladies  m  Lawrence,  Kan- 
sas. Sent  by  request  a  paper  on  the  iustory  of  the  AssociatioiE 
to  a  womanV  dub  of  Coffeyville, 

Two  ladies  donated  one  dollar  eaicK  which  wilT  be  used  ist 
Kansas  room.  }.  M.  Ward, 

Vice  Regent. 

KENTUCICY  STATE  REPORT 

I  have  to  report  that  following  mstnictions  given  by  CoundE 
I  bought  the  Washington  desk  from  the  Craik  family,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  the  amount  paid  being  $  1 ,60(X  This  desk  is  now  ia 
the  Library  of  Mount  Vemon^ 

I  have  also  to  report  a  gift  of  $100  from  the  Kentucky 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and  $41  from  the  Kentucky  So- 
dety  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution-  These  sums  were 
giv^i  to  aid  in  furnishing  the  Kentucky  room  at  Mount  (^emoru 
Also  a  mahogany  couch,  for  this  room,  given  by  Mrs.  l.  Mont- 
gomery  Wright,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

By  request  1  read  a  paper  on  Mount  Vemon  at  die  Novem- 
ber meeting  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  Great  interest 
was  expressed  in  the  work  of  tins  Association  and  m  the  memo- 
rial of  Miss  Cuimingham,  copies  of  which  I  gave  to  the  Sodety ; 
also  in  the  report  of  1 903-04,  and  in  the  large  photographs  of 
Mount  VernorL 

On  the  22d  of  February  I  (Jaced  in  each  room  of  the  public 
and  Roman  Catholic  schools  of  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  coi»es  of 
Andrew  Read*s  tribute  to  Wa^iington,  which  had  been  given 
me  by  the  Vice  Regent  of  Louisiana. 

An  increasing  interest  is  manifest  in  aD  things  pertaining  to  the 
home  of  WashingtoiL  Margaretta  M.  Barret, 

Vice  Regent 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana,  as  mstructed,  presented  to 
the  public  Kbraries  and  some  schook  a  number  of  the  interesting 
memorials  to  Miss  Pamela  Cuimingham,  the  founder  of  the 
Mount  Vemon  Ladies*  Association  of  the  UnioiL     It  gives  her 
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great  pleasure  to  again  present  a  relic  of  interest  from  Mrs. 
Lewis  Conrad  of  a  Martha  Washington  wine  glass,  purchased 
by  her  for  $30,  at  Dr.  Crimes  art  collection  sale  at  Baltimore, 
April  27,  1903,  for  her  children;  and  from  her  daughter,  Marie 
Worthington  Conrad,  Nellie  Curtis*  wedding  dress,  inherited 
from  her  great  grandmother,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lewis.  These 
articles  are  to  be  placed,  as  always,  in  the  Charles  A.  Conrad 
and  L.  Lewis  Conrad  relic  case. 

Ida  A.  Richardson, 

Vice  Regent. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  by  the 
Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  $200,  to  be  used  by  her 
in  Mount  Vernon  work.  This  she  expects  to  apply  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Washington  relics.  The  Vice  Regent  reports  the  pur- 
chase of  a  chair  from  Miss  Bowman,  of  Philadelphia,  that  was 
one  of  a  number  presented  to  General  Washington  by  General 
Lafayette.  This  is  an  exceptionally  handsome  and  interesting 
chair,  and  the  Vice  Regent  was  very  glad  to  secure  it  for 
Mount  VeraoiL 

The  Vice  Regent  has  had  several  opportunities  given  her  of 
addressing  patriotic  societies  on  the  subject  of  Mount  Vernon 
and  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  was  glad  to  have  opportu- 
nities for  correcting  any  erroneous  impressions  ^itertained  regard- 
ing them.  The  ladies  seemed  deeply  interested,  and  asked 
many  questions  for  further  information. 

The  reports  were  distributed  as  usual. 

The  Detroit  Mount  Vemon  Society  continues  to  do  admirable 
work  under  the  direction  of  its  president,  Mrs.  Fyfe.  It  numbers 
now  one  hundred  and  forty-two  members,  who  pay  an  aimual 
fee  of  one  dollar.  The  society  gives,  also,  annually,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  a  fitting  entertainment  in  honor  of  the  memory  of 
General  WashingtoiL     Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 

Vice  Regrat 
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MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT 

Having  been  absent  from  Minnesota  the  greater  part  of  the 
last  year,  very  little  work  has  been  accom(Jishe(L 

I  have  to  report  a  donation  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  used 
as  may  be  thought  most  desirable.     Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 

Vice  Regent 

Note, — ^The  twenty-five  dollars  mentioiied  above  was  con- 
tributed to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  dressing  table  of 
General  Washington. — Secretary. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  of  Missouri,  being  providentially  prevented 

from  attending  C>uncil»  forwards  the  following  sums,  donated  in 

her  state: 

The  St  Louis  Chapter  D.  A.  R $25.00 

The  Sons  of  the  Revolution 54.65 

These  amounts  to  be  given,  by  request  of  donors,  to  Pohick 
church.  Christine  Blair  Graham. 

Vice  Regent 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska  reports  that  she  distributed 
the  annual  reports ;  also  copies  of  the  life  of  our  founder.  Miss 
Arm  Pamda  Cunningham,  among  those  who  feel  the  deepest 
interest  in  Mount  Vernon  in  the  state,  and  diat  inunediately 
prior  to  the  22d  of  February  she  sent  to  the  public  schools  of 
Omaha  the  tribute  to  Washington  written  by  a  distinguished 
Englishman  over  fifty  years  ago  in  commemoration  of  lus  dis- 
tinguished service  for  humanity,  and  in  recognition  of  lus  lofty 
personal  character.  The  eloquent  words  of  the  writer,  most 
attractivdy  engraved,  were  gratefully  received  by  the  teachers, 
and  in  some  instances  were  framed  and  hung  i^x>n  the  walk  of 
the  school,  forming  the  text  for  patriotic  sentiment  by  bodi  pre- 
cqptors  and  pupils.         Respectfully  submitted, 

Rebekah  S.  Manderson, 

Vice  Regent 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Hampshire  takes  pleasure  in 
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adding  as  her  personal  contribution  to  "The  Sarah  King  Hale  ' 
fund  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars.  Ejidosed  is  a  check  on  New 
York,  payable  to  EL  Francis  Riggs,  Elsquire,  Treasurer. 

Siie  deeply  regrets  her  inabXty  to  be  at  Council. 

Abby  R.  Winder, 

May  11,  1905.  Vice  Regent. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  from  New  Jersey  has  not  much  to  report 
this  year.  She  has  received  $  1 0  from  the  Boudinot  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  $5  from  other 
friends.  Many  friends  in  New  Jersey  are  interested  in  Mount 
Vernon,  and  would,  I  am  sure,  gladly  respond  to  any  call  made 
upon  them  for  special  gifts,  but  for  the  last  two  years  there  has 
seemed  no  necessity  for  this,  so  I  have  not  made  any  appeal  to 
them.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  F.  Conover, 

Vice  Regent 

Note. — $50  of  the  sum  remaining  in  hand  was  appKed  to 
the  purchase  of  the  Washington  shaving  stand. — Secretary. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT 

It  seems  that  the  interest  and  love  of  Mount  Vernon  increases 
each  year.  It  was  very  gratifying  to  have  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  teD  me  how  pleased  he  was  to  plant  a  tree.  I  asked 
our  faithful  Superintendent  to  arrange  it — a  Httle  elm,  a  seedling 
from  the  famous  Cambridge  one,  was  planted  by  the  Primate 
near  the  tomb. 

A  friend  of  Mount  Vernon  has  given  four  volumes  of  the 
"Sentimental  Magazine'  from  the  library  of  George  Washing* 
ton,  with  his  signature ;  also  a  copy  of  the  Philadelphia  Directory 
for  1 796,  which  was  presented  to  and  owned  by  George  Wash- 
ington, as  p^  his  signature  on  the  tide  page. 

The  Bishop  of  New  York,  Henry  C.  Potter,  has  given  to 
Mount  Vernon  his  address,  delivered  in  St.  Paul*s  Chapel,  New 
York,  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  inaugtu'ation  of 
George  Washington. 
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I  am  sorry  to  say  all  my  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of 
trains  and  service  have  not  had  any  effect.     I  think  it  is  most 
incmnbent  upon  us  all  to  insist  upon  something  being  done,  as 
many  people  will  not  come  here  during  the  winter  months. 
The  box  trees  I  obtained  in  Washington  have  died. 
Respecthilly  submitted.         Amy  Townsend, 

Vice  Regent 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT 

Mount  Vemon  literature  has  been  well  distributed  in  die 
state,  and  repeated  inquiries  about  the  Association  testify  to  die 
interest  felt  in  our  work  here.  L.  H.  Walker, 

Vice  Regent 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regoit  for  South  Carolina  reports  the  purchase  of 
the  old  cut  glass  decanter,  which  was  given  by  Washington  to 
Nancy  Sheetz,  filled  with  old  wine,  and  given  by  her  to  Sarah 
R.  Bowman  when  she  was  over  ninety  years  old.  The  decan- 
ter has  been  placed  in  the  cabinet  in  the  family  dining  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elizabeth  W.  Allston  Pringle. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT 

The  amount  collected  during  die  present  year  is  larger  than 
usual.  On  the  22d  of  February  the  school  children  of  Texas 
were  asked  to  contribute  five  cents  each  to  the  fund  for  building 
die  waD  at  die  north  entrance  to  Mount  Vemon.  C>mpara- 
tively  few  responded,  but  like  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  it  may 
return  after  many  days,  and  they  may  yet  send  their  mite  to  aid 
in  die  patriotic  cause. 

The  reports  have  been  distributed  and  many  requests  have 
been  received  for  copies  of  die  memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham. 

The  Colonial  Dames  in  Texas  continue  die  interest  which 
they  have  manifested  in  the  past 

Mrs.  John  Van  Rensselaer  has  kindly  given  some  attractive 
old  pictures  to  be  hung  in  the  Committee  room. 

At  the  last  Council  twenty-five  dollars  was  given  to  purchase 


17 

:s}mibs  and  trees  to  be  planted  at  the  North  Lodge  Gate.  As 
it  was  not  needed  for  that  purpose  the  money  will  be  transferred 
to  the  relic  fund. 

The  following  contributions  have  been  received : 

Tbe  ColoiuiJ  Damet  in  Teias $  25.00 

The  Soos  ci  the  Amerioaa  Rsvoluboo  in  Texas  .    .    .    .   , 25.00 

Mrs.  C  P.  Himdngtoii 500.00 

Mn.  H.  £.  HamngtaD 250.00 

Mrk  Ceo.  Freeman 1.00 

Mr.  Otto  Wahnimnd 5.00 

Mr.  G.  Bedett  Moore 10.00 

Blanco  School 2.40 

Le%mville  Acacj— y 2.40 

CoriHit  Chmd  Schools 10.00 

HuntsviUe  Schook 4.21 

New   Waverfy  Schools .40 

Shennan  Schools 23.90 

dehurne  Schoob 932 

KermBe  Schools 631 

Rock  Uand  Schook 1.^ 

Conioe  Schools 3.25 

LockhartSdiools 7.00 

Del  Rio  Schools 3.60 

Kemp  Schools 1 30 

Rosebud  Schools 1.40 

Mart  Schools 3.70 

Miss  Andrews*  School,  Galvetton 30 

Miss  Monber's  School,  Austin ....  2.00 

Mr.  B.  F.  HiU 1.00 

$90039 

Respecthilly  submitted, 

Frances  C.  Maxey, 

Vice  Regent 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  state  reports,  Council  listened  to  the 
reading  of  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDE^r^ 

To  the  Regent  and  %)ice  Regents  of  the  oKount  Vernon  Ladies* 
Association  : 

Ladies : — Again  it  is  my  great  privilege  to  appear  before  you 
and  render  herewith  a  full  account  of  my  stewardship  for  the 
fiscal  year  aiding  April  30,  1 903.  The  affairs  of  the  estate 
have  prospered  fairly  well,  notwithstanding  the  handicap  of  an 
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unusually  tedious  winter,  combined  with  unsatisfactory  transpoi^ 
tation  facilities. 

The  total  number  of  visitors  was  87,095,  a  falling  short  of 
our  expectations.  No  doubt  the  attractions  of  the  St  Louis 
Elxposition  deflected  travel  from  our  direction,  but  a  veiy  decided 
influence  to  our  disadvantage  resulted  from  the  increase  of  trans* 
portation  rates  between  Washington  and  Mount  Vemon.  This 
action  on  the  part  of  the  electric  railway  and  the  boat  company 
occurred  in  the  spring  of  1 904,  as  brought  to  your  attention  in 
my  last  annual  rqx>rt  While  both  companies  have  profitted 
by  this  ratial  increase  of  30  per  cent,  the  Mount  Vemcm  treas- 
ury has  suffered  as  a  consequence  by  the  reduction  of  visitors. 
The  very  unsatisfactory  service  of  the  Washington,  Alexandria 
and  Mount  Vemon  Railway  unquestionably  deterred  many  \^o 
wished  to  visit  here.  During-  the  President's  mauguration 
Washington  city  was  crowded  widi  strangers,  diousands  of 
whom  tried  in  vain  to  reach  Mount  Vemon,  the  railway  facili- 
ties being  totally  inadequate  and  the  boat  tied  up  by  ice  blockade 
in  the  Potomac. 

BOAT  CONTRACT 

When  die  Council  of  1 904  adjourned  no  positive  conclusion 
had  been  reached  respecting  a  new  contract  Two  af^cations 
were  under  consideration,  viz.,  the  Mount  Vemon  and  Marshall 
Hall  Steamboat  Company,  Limited,  and  the  widow  of  Captain 
Blake.  The  sympathies  of  this  Association  were  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  because  of  the  long  and  faithful  service  ren- 
dered by  her  late  husband.  On  May  22,  1 904,  the  original 
contract  (in  name  of  Captain  L.  L.  Blake)  expired,  but,  widi  die 
approval  of  the  Regent,  the  privileges  were  temporarily  extended 
until  June  1,  1904.  Arrangements  satisfactory  to  all  parties 
concerned  having  been  finally  effected  a  new  contract  was  issued 
June  1 ,  1 904,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  the  Mount  Vemon 
and   Marshall   Hall   Steamboat   Company,  Limited.     For  the 

preparation  of  this  contract  our  lawyer,  Mr.  Darlington,  declined 
to  accept  a  fee,  declaring  that  the  honor  of  serving  your  patriotic 
Association  Was  sufficient  compensation. 
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The  steamboat  *  Charles  Macalester'  continued  its  daily 
trips  uninterruptedly  until  December  1 3,  when  heavy  ice  endan- 
gered navigation.  The  boat  service  was  then  suspended  and 
not  resumed  until  March  9,  during  which  interval,  under  the 
special  terms  of  the  new  contract,  hee  transportation  of  Mount 
Vemon  employes  and  freight  was  arranged  for  wiA  the  Wash- 
ington, Alexander  and  Mount  Vemon  Railway  Co, 

Last  October  an  excursion  party  in  Washington  applied  to 
the  Mount  Vemon  and  Marshall  Hall  Steamboat  Company  for 
a  separate  boat  on  which  to  visit  Mount  Vemon.  The  official 
who  received  the  application  being  unaware  of  the  stipulation  in 
the  contract  requiring  "previous  approval"  by  the  Mount  Vemon 
Ladies*  Association,  arranged  to  charter  the  steamer  "River 
Queen"  for  this  party.  Because  of  its  long  use  for  negro  excur- 
sions and  to  guard  against  the  possible  employment  of  such  a 
boat  in  the  Mount  Vemon  business,  a  prohibitive  clause  was  in- 
serted in  the  last  contract. 

On  calling  attention  to  this  fact  our  boat  company  substituted 
another  steamer  for  the  occasion. 

The  owners  of  the  "River  Queen"  felt  aggrieved,  and  notified 
me  they  would  seek  redress  in  the  courts,  but  nothing  has  ever 
come  of  it 

1904  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  SUPERINTENDENT 

That  the  various  instructions  issued  during  last  Council  have 
had  my  attention,  I  will  mention  them  in  the  order  they  are  listed 
on  pages  64  and  63  of  the  Minutes. 

By  direction  of  the  Mansion  Committee  die  cretonne  uphol- 
stering in  the  Wisconsin  room  was  removed  and  white  dimity 
substituted.  The  rug  was  sold  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode 
Island  for  $40,  and  the  money  credited  to  the  general  fund.  It 
more  than  covers  the  cost  of  re-upholstering. 

Chairs  in  the  District  of  Columbia  room  were  provided  with 
white  dimity  slip  covers. 

The  old  painting  over  the  mantel  in  West  Parlor  was  care- 
fully cleaned  and  restored.     The  quaint  old  clock  which  stood 
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on  the  {Mer  table  there  was  repaired,  8U{q>Eed  with  a  glass  cov^* 
and  removed  to  the  Banquet  HalL 

The  frames  of  die  two  Lambdin  cofxes  of  Washing^n  por- 
traits were  not  gilded,  because  when  I  reported  to  the  Chairman 
of  die  Mansion  Committee  that  it  would  cost  $25  each,  she 
thought  it  best  to  postpone  the  project 

As  to  covering  the  old  sofa  in  the  haO,  I  found  the  haircloth 
of  die  back  and  ends  good  enough  to  stand.  I  therefore  pur- 
chased hlack  haircloth  for  the  seat,  instead  of  going  to  the  ex- 
pense of  an  entire  covering  of  green  haircloth. 

The  bedroom  floors  in  the  cptarters  wtf  e  given  a  dressing  of 
hard  oil  as  directed. 

Portraits  of  George  Elskridge  and  Ins  wife  were  hung  in  the 
Green  Room,  Goieral  Rust,  the  donor,  being  present  when  this 
was  done. 

As  suggested  by  the  Committee  on  Grounds,  Shrubs  and 
Trees,  the  board  walk  and  steps  leading  to  the  wharf  were 
moved  to  a  less  conspicuous  position,  and  the  short  cut  padi 
obliterated.  On  that  hillside,  after  applying  new  soil,  grass  was 
sown  and  young  trees  set  out 

Notice  of  the  entrance  fee  was  posted  outside  the  North 
Lodge  Gate. 

The  iron  railing  surrounding  the  Prince  of  Wales  oak  was 
removed. 

Three  large  and  three  smaller  box  bushes  were  planted  near 
the  buildings. 

At  various  advantageous  points  about  the  grounds  young 
trees  were  set  out,  the  list  including  elms,  linden,  maple,  wild 
cherry,  sweet  gum,  horse  chestnut,  walnut,  pecan  and  box  elder. 

Shrubs  were  pJaced  at  the  North  Lodge  Gate,  as  requested 
by  the  Vice  Regent  of  Texas. 

Cobblestone  gutters  were  constructed  along  the  approach  to 
che  Bowling  Green  gate  and  the  roadway  given  a  higher  crown 
of  gravel. 

The  stones  for  these  gutters  were  obtained  with  much  diffi- 
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culty  from  the  quarries  near  the  Soldiers*  Home,  north  of  Wash- 
ington, were  hauled  to  the  steamer  Macalester,  put  in  sacks  and 
shii^>ed  to  Mount  Vernon,  all  of  which  added  greatly  to  the 
expense. 

The  rough  and  unsightly  embankment  along  the  river  front 
has  beoi  graded  to  a  more  attractive  slope  and  a  beginning 
made  in  covering  same  with  wild  honeysuckle. 

Several  openings  wore  made  through  the  sea  wall  and  term 
cotta  conduits  laid  therefrom  to  the  surface  ditches  provided  for 
storm  drainage. 

The  proposed  reconstruction  of  carriage  road  from  wharf  to 
tomb  was  not  carried  into  effect,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

Eradicating  poison  ivy  continues,  but  so  wide  spread  and 
deeply  rooted  is  this  pest  the  prospect  of  its  extinction  is 
discouraging. 

Ejiglish  ivy  has  been  planted  along  the  walls  of  greenhouse, 
flower  garden,  rose  house,  ice  house  and  kitchen. 

Besides  the  foregoing  specific  instructions  certain  items  in  my 
reconunendations  to  Council  were  approved  and  appropriated 
for  as  follows: 

Restoration  of  ceiling  in  the  main  hall  of  Mansion.  This 
was  attended  to.  I  personally  examined  the  old  timbers  after 
removal  of  die  plaster.  To  all  appearances  they  are  sound. 
The  effect  of  the  daily  tramping  over  the  floor  above  is  a  spring- 
ing motion,  just  enough  to  crack  the  ceiling  of  the  hall  without 
actually  endangering  it.  When  eventually  it  becomes  necessary 
to  relay  the  floor  extra  braces  can  be  inserted  to  strengthen  the 
supporting  joists. 

MANSION  CELLAR 

Removal  of  whitewash,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  walls  and 
timbers  of  Mansion  cellar,  and  the  application  of  best  known 
stone  preservative. 

To  hardoi  this  soft  sandstone  so  that  it  will  resist  the  effect 
of  condensation  is  a  problem  not  yet  solved.  Elxperimentally  I 
have  lately  applied  an  English  preparation  called  "Szerelmey." 
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It  bears  veiy  strong  testimonial  indorsement,  but  I  cannot  venture 
an  opinion  as  yet  upon  its  suitability  in  our  case.  More  time  is 
required  for  the  test 

To  reduce  the  overheating  of  the  cellar  during  winter  and  the 
consequent  shrinking  of  the  floors  above,  all  the  hot  water  mains 
have  been  covered  with  a  non-conducting  material  known  as  Air 
Cell  Asbestos.     The  beneficial  effect  of  this  is  already  marked. 

Five  hundred  feet  of  die  deer  park  stockade  fronting  the  river 
needed  reconstruction,  and  my  recommendation  to  substitute 
wire  for  wood  was  approved.  This  invisible  wire  fencing 
affords  an  open  view  of  the  entire  hillside,  making  the  padc 
much  more  attractive. 

With  similar  wire  f^icing,  but  of  reduced  height,  upwards  of 
tlnrty  acres  have  been  made  available  for  sheep  pasture. 

The  aippropriation  for  a  circular  silo  gave  us  an  opportunity  of 
adding  an  improvement  of  great  utility  for  the  catde,  sheep  and 
deer. 

The  silo  is  located  within  the  hay  banacks,  adjoining  the  cow 
bam.  It  is  24  feet  in  height  by  1 2  feet  in  diametor,  and  its 
capacity  is  30  tons.  Four  acres  of  drilled  com  fodder  will  fill 
it,  and  this  succulent  food  keeps  the  stock  in  excellent  condition 
during  the  winter. 

I  was  authorized  to  purchase  a  low-geared,  broad-tired  wagon 
for  general  farm  use.  This  has  provoi  to  be  the  handiest  im- 
plement we  have,  and  is  particularly  suitable  for  the  mule  team. 

COACH 

At  last  Council  it  was  decided  that  the  carriage  used  here  for 
the  passenger  traffic  was  unnecessarily  heavy  and  too  sevare  a  tax 
on  the  team  assigned  to  it.  I  was  authorized  to  dispose  of  it,  if 
possible,  and  replace  it  with  something  of  lighter  draft  Diligent 
efforts  disclosed  no  bidder  for  the  old  vehicle,  and  to  build  a  new 
one  would  involve  a  cost  of  $330.  I  therefore  suggested  to  the 
Regent  that  what  we  had  be  made  more  presentable  by  a  coat 
of  paint,  and  that  we  buy  horses  strong  enough  to  draw  it  easily. 
This  she  approved,  and  a  pair  of  handsome  and  powerful  Per- 
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cherons  were  secured.     They  are  admirably  adapted  to  the 
requirements. 

GILBERT  STUART  PORTRAfT 

Shortly  after  last  Council  I  carried  to  New  York  the  Gilbert 
Stuart  portrait  of  Washington,  and  arranged  for  its  repairs  with 
the  firm  of  M.  Knoedler  &  Company,  Fifth  avenue.  The  old 
canvas  was  reinforced  by  a  strcmg  linen  backing,  after  which  the 
portrait  was  carefully  cleaned  and  varnished.  During  its  three 
months*  stay  in  New  York  it  was  insured,  and  as  soon  as  com- 
pleted I  brought  it  to  Mount  Vernon  and  put  it  in  its  origmal 
frame,  with  glass  to  protect  it 

THE  WASHINGTONXRAUC  DESK 

This  interesting  reKc,  winch  had  been  given  (in  Washington's 
will)  to  Dr.  Craik,  his  family  physician,  arrived  at  Mount^Vemon 
August  8,  1 904.  It  was  found  to  have  been  damaged  in  transit, 
but  was  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  express  company.  The 
desk  occupies  its  former  position  in  the  Kbrary,  and  has  attracted 
much  favorable  comment  from  visitors. 

WASHINGTON  BIBLE 

In  the  office  safe  reposed  for  several  years  the  family  bible, 
containing  records,  including  the  birdi  of  George  Washington. 
This  book  was  intrusted  to  my  care  by  the  late  Mrs.  Ella  Bas- 
sett  Washington,  of  West  Virginia.  At  her  decease  it  became 
the  property  of  her  son,  Mr.  William  de  Hertbum  Washington, 
who  last  summer  reKeved  me  of  its  custody. 

TUNNELS 

The  tunnels  are  in  good  order,  and  streams  therefrom  continue 
in  undiminished  volume,  showing  diat  the  dramage  of  the  sub- 
terranean sands  is  effectual.  The  flow  of  water  reached  its 
normal  rate  of  fifteen  thousand  gallons  per  day  the  middle  of  last 
summer,  and  has  not  varied  appreciably  since.  To  utilize  this 
water  we  have  piped  it  to  an  old  cistern  in  the  deer  park, 
whence  it  is  forced  by  hydraulic  rams  to  the  tanks  and  dstems 
on  top  of  the  hill. 

This  ceaseless  stream,  albeit  a  very  small  one,  is  of  immense 
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advantage  to  us  in  preserving  a  high-pressure  service  for  water- 
ing greenhouses,  gardens,  lawns,  for  our  hot  water  plant,  for  im- 
provement to  sanitary  drainage,  for  running  water  through  the 
dairy  and  through  stables. 

An  extension  of  the  water  main  was  carried  through  the  full 
lengdi  of  the  vegetable  garden,  with  hose  plugs  conveniendy 
located.  It  continues  from  there  on  to  the  cow  bam.  A 
branch  pipe  suppKes  the  kitchen,  too,  with  this  spring  water. 

In  calculations  for  and  installment  of  these  hydraulic  improve- 
ments I  have  had  the  voluntary  asnstance  of  Mr.  Archer,  die 
engineer,  who  constructed  the  tunnels.  He  has  helped  me  also 
in  planning  an  increased  water  suf^ly  for  die  distant  pasture  lots 
and  employes*  cabins.  This  plan  will  be  more  fully  exfJained 
in  my  list  of  recommendations. 

HEATING  APPARATUS 

For  the  protection  against  freezing  of  die  pipes  and  pump  of 
the  fire  engine  I  extended  the  hot  water  mains  from  the  celkr  of 
buder*s  house  to  an  improvised  radiator  in  the  engine  room.  A 
similar  anangement  was  made  to  prevent  the  freezing  of  the  lav- 
atory system. 

Where  die  hot  water  pipes  were  laid  under  die  ground  brick 
conduits,  filled  with  asbestos  cement,  were  provided. 

After  the  inq>rovement  of  our  water  service  I  connected  one 
of  the  high  levd  tanks  direct  with  the  hot  water  main  and  re- 
moved, because  no  longer  needed,  the  compressed  air  tank 
The  removal  of  this  tank  affords  a  large  space  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  boiler  room  which  we  now  use  for  additional  forcing 
beds,  and  other  purposes. 

PALM  HOUSE 

When  the  palm  house  roof  was  raised  to  its  present  height 
diere  resulted  enough  room  at  the  rear  to  warrant  a  second 
stoiy  floor  and  a  compartment  where  the  florist  can  lock  up  his 
appliances,  seeds,  bulbs,  etc. 

MlSCEtXANEOUS 

Briefly  I  will  list  repairs  of  miscellaneous  character. 
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For  l>e!ter  accommodation  of  the  family  at  the  West  Lodge 
Gate  the  iutchen  was  enlarged. 

At  the  North  Lodge  Gate  the  floor  and  door  strips  of  passage 
ivere  renewed. 

Floors  of  office^  Wisconsin  room,  lavatory  and  quarters  were 
stained. 

Elave  gutters  on  the  wharf  shelter  had  to  be  patched  and 
painted. 

Portions  of  the  block  pavement  at  the  wharf  were  relaid»  as 
also  the  brick  pavement  near  the  tomb,  where  affected  by  frost 

The  wharf  stqps — wrecked  by  ice — were  rebuilt 

In  the  Mansion  sUght  repairs  were  made  to  windows,  stairs, 
ballustrades,  chimney,  besides  retouching  the  paint  work. 

Portico  chairs  were  varnished,  and  the  iron-framed  benches 
for  use  about  the  grounds  were  painted. 

Whitewash  was  applied  liberally  to  fences,  walls,  stables, 
poultiy  house,  greenhouse,  stages. 

The  outside  of  cow  bam  was  color  washed. 

Upper  passages  of  the  Mansion  were  calcimined,  the  wood- 
work cleaned  and  painted. 

The  wall  paper  was  patched. 

Calcimine  was  laid  also  in  West  Virginia  room,  the  vestibule 
of  the  tomb,  the  kitchen  and  bedrooms  over  it,  the  buder*s 
house,  and  rooms  in  Kansas  quarters. 

Attention  in  the  painting  line  was  given  the  greenhouse  tanks, 

interior  of  greenhouse  and  water  closets,  metal  roofs,  gates, 
carts,  ladders  and  fami  implements. 

The  usual  storm  walks  were  laid  for  the  winter  at  the  Man- 
sion approaches. 

Hotbed  sash  were  strengthened  and  reglazed. 

Heavy  corded  fringe  was  added  to  the  hammer  cloth  of 
General  Washington's  coach. 

An  electric  call  bell  was  arranged  between  the  office  and 
kitchen. 

ICE 

During  Febmary  we  secured  a  supply  of  good  ice  from  a  dis- 
tant streanL 
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Unfortunately  the  capacity  of  the  old  ice  house  is  not  sufficient 
for  our  needs,  hs  enlargement  is  very  essential,  and,  if  decided 
upon,  can  be  accomplished  without  disturbing  the  present  exte^ 
rior  appearance. 

GROUNDS 

With  great  regret  I  refer  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
turf  near  the  Mansion  and  tomb.  It  is  worn  badly  in  spots  hy 
the  tramping  of  visitors. 

For  patching  these  unsightly  places  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  find  in  the  neighborhood  enough  good  sod.  At  times,  as  you 
know,  the  throngs  of  people  are  so  great  they  press  f^r  room: 
about  the  central  points  of  attraction,  hence  these  disfigurements. 

The  summer  kiUing  of  blue  grass  and  the  encroachment  of 
Bermuda  grass,  which  suits  this  climate  and  soil  better,  have 
much  to  do  with  the  poor  appearance  of  our  lawns  in  earty 
spring. 

The  privet  hedges  and  shrubbery  suffered  much  from  severe 
frost  All  the  young  magnolias  and  several  crepe  myrtles  were 
winter-killed. 

Tlie  dense  growth  of  pine  sprouts  bordering  the  road  to 
West  Lodge  Gate  I  have  had  cleared  away  to  give  the  young 
oaks  a  better  chance  to  develop. 

Throughout  our  woods  are  thousands  of  seedling  oaks  which 
we  can  make  no  use  of,  and  which  grow  so  thickly  in  places  as 
to  cumber  the  grounds.  These  should  be  valuable  to  the  public 
for  restoring  forests.  Advertisements  have  failed  to  bring  us 
orders.  I  shall  be  glad  to  explain  a  plan  which  promises  better 
results. 

Most  of  the  young  trees  set  out  last  autunm  are  doing  w^ 
Among  them  is  a  seedling  from  the  famous  Washington  elm  at 
Cambridge  I  procured  for  His  Grace,  the  Archbishop  of  Can* 
terbury,  to  plant  when  making  his  pilgrimage  here  Sept^nber  26, 
1904. 

On  November  1 7th  a  Japanese  maple  was  set  out  near  the 
tomb  by  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Foushimi,  of  Japan,  who. 
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^th  his  suite,  came — as  guests  of  the  nation — on  the  Presidents 
yacht,  accompanied  by  high  officials  of  our  govemraent 

By  pennission  of  last  Council  a  beech  tree  was  planted  not 
far  from  the  toaAy  by  representatives  of  the  *  Chi  Omega  *  fra- 
ternity, graduates  of  foaale  colleges  in  America. 

The  seedling  from  the  Washington  oak  at  Peterhof  Palace, 
St  Petersburg,  planted  here  by  Honorable  EL  A.  Hitchcock, 
Secretary  of  Interior,  6id  not  survive.  We  are  promised 
another  to  take  its  place. 

Odier  distinguished  parties  visited  Mount  Vernon,  contribu^ 
ling — if  not  in  tree  planting — by  offerings  of  handsome  flowers 
to  the  memory  of  Washington.     I  mention  the  following : 

The  Philippine  Commission. 

The  Interparliamentary  Union. 

Special  Ambassador  from  Ejnperor  William,  of  Prussia. 

Children  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Knights  T^nplars  of  America. 

On  Decoration  Day  the  usual  wreath  from  the  White  House 
was  placed  on  the  tomb,  and  to  commemorate  Washington's 
death  floral  tributes  were  laid  on  his  sarcophagus  by  representa- 
tives of  Masonic  orders^  of  which  he  was  a  member.   , 

GARDENS 

I  feel  sure  you  will  see  im[>rovements  in  both  gardens.  With 
die  additional  help,  which  last  Council  voted  him,  Mr.  Whelan 
has  accomplished  excellent  results.  At  present  the  early  spring 
vegetables  are  well  advanced.  Lettuce,  radishes  and  asparagus 
are  ready  for  your  table.  Unfortunately  the  late  frosts  checked 
the  strawberry  crop  throughout  this  section. 

Better  distribution  of  water  facilities  is  a  boon  to  our  garden. 

FARM 

Our  farm  work  has  been  pressed  actively.  Last  summer*s 
crops  of  hay,  wheat  and  com  were  secured  in  good  condition ; 
1 38  bushels  of  wheat  were  sold.  While  our  supply  of  forage 
was  ample  the  Umited  acreage  prevented  making  but  fifty  barrels 
of  com  to  subsist  the  stock.     I  therefore  cleared  of  stumps  be- 
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fween  nine  and  ten  acres  of  new  ground  adjoming  the  back  fidd 
and  plowed  it*  together  with  nine  acres  on  the  Gould  lot  hill, 
for  this  year's  crop.  Rock  lime,  at  the  rate  of  forty  bushds  per 
acre,  has  been  applied. 

Rye  was  grown  on  one  of  the  small  lots  and  cut  this  spring 
as  required  for  the  milch  cows.  Tliis  year  I  plan  to  go  exten- 
sively  into  the  culture  of  *  New  Era  '  peas  for  a  forage  crop^ 
and  especially  to  improve  the  soil 

My  study  of  the  subject  leads  me  to  believe  that  we  wiH 
make  no  mistake  in  growing  this  valuable  crop.  The  advice  of 
experts  in  the  U.  S.  D^)artment  of  Agriculture  decidedly  favors 
its  use,  and  they  have  furnished,  gratis,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
the  new  process — bacteria  cult — for  fertilizing  the  seed  I  wiD 
plant  These  peas  furnish  a  complete  ration  of  forage  and 
grain,  so  that  if  our  attempt  is  successful  the  subsistence  of  our 
horses,  cows,  sheep  and  deer  will  be  provided  for. 

Putting  in  the  circular  silo  has  been  an  immense  advantage. 
To  fill  the  silo  a  machine  is  employed  which  shreds  the  fodder 
and  packs  it  in  place,  where,  after  settlement  a  fernKntation  en- 
sues, and  the  mass  remains  in  succulent  condition  ready  for  feed- 
ing. Tlie  ensilage,  when  fed,  is  entirely  consumed,  diere  being 
no  refuse  as  in  the  case  of  dry  fodder,  and  the  stock  is  evidendy 
benefitted  by  this  wholesome  ratioiL 

By  way  of  land  improvement  we  have  applied,  in  adcfition  to 
1 ,000  bushels  of  lime,  all  the  bam  yard  compost,  as  well  as 
large  quantities  of  wood  ashes.    This  latter  from  our  bofler  room* 

For  most  of  the  farm  work  and  general  hauling  our  fine  pair 
of  Kentucky  mules  have  done  hercHc  service. 

Since  the  purchase  of  the  new  horses  for  the  coach  the  old 

team  has  been  used  for  farm  work  and  general  purposes.  There 
are  besides  one  old  mare  for  cart  and  lawn  service,  and  a  year- 
ling colt     One  aged  horse  was  sold. 

The  dairy  stock  is  composed  of  six  cows,  two  heifers  and  a 
bull     Some  changes  are  advisable  in  this  branch. 

The  sheep  that  we  have  should  be  disposed  of  this  spring 
and  a  new  lot  purchased. 


29 

Among  the  deer  there  has  been  much  mortality,  due  princi- 
paUy  to  the  hard  winter,  thou(^  in  a  great  measure  attributable 
to  in-breeding  and  long  confinement  to  same  range  of  ground.  In 
this  coimection  I  think  it  weH  to  suggest  enclosing  a  portion  of 
our  remote  woodland  (which  can  be  done  very  cheaply),  an  ad- 
ditional range  for  the  deer,  keeping  then  a  small  number  in  the 
home  park  for  show. 

The  handsome  chickens  sent  to  us  from  Nebraska  have  done 
well,  and  are  much  admired  by  visitors. 

Two  of  the  peafowls  died  during  the  winter. 

COAL 

Last  year*s  supply  of  coal  was  arranged  for  immediately  after 
Council  Several  reliable  bidders  were  represented.  We  paid 
for  furnace  coal  $3.35,  and  for  stove  coal  $5.80  per  ton.  This 
was  white  ash  anthracite  from  Lehigh  Valley,  the  best  hard 
coaL  One  hundred  tons  were  not  sufficient  for  the  long  winter, 
but  we  managed  to  tide  over  the  cold  spell  by  burning  waste 
wood  from  the  estate. 

DONATIONS 

Our  long  time  friend.  Miss  McFadden,  who  for  years  has 
supplied  us  with  new  flags,  6xed  last  August,  aged  94  years. 
Her  niece  has  written  to  say  that  the  annual  gift  of  flags  will 
continue  as  b^ore. 

To  the  Vice  Regent  for  Indiana  we  are  indebted  for  a  set  of 
china  for  the  Superintendent's  table. 

From  an  enthusiastic  Elnglishman  (who  does  not  care  to  have 
his  name  mentioned)  a  cash  donation  of  $20. 

The  same  day  two  ladies  from  New  Jersey  contributed  to  the 
general  fund  fifty  cents. 

Mrs.  Harriot  Dickitis  Wight,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  has 
loaned  an  ancient  and  interesting  music  book,  which  belonged 
to  and  bears  the  autograph  of  Martha  Park  Custis,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Washington. 

EMPLOYES 

Our  list  of  employes  was  increased,  an  order  of  Council  add- 
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ing  a  skilled  assistant  to  Mr.  Whelan's  department     Oswald 
Fronunelt  was  appointed  to  that  position  June  1 0,  1 904. 

April  1 ,  1 905,  Werner  Anderson  resigned  and  O.  J.  Thomas 
was  given  his  place. 

Two  changes  of  cooks  have  occurred.  Tlie  city  demand  for 
servants  and  the  high  scale  of  wages  there  makes  it  difficult  for 
us  to  fill  that  position  at  Mount  VernorL  The  allowance  for 
our  cook  ($  1 5  per  month)  has  heen  unchanged  for  fifteen  years, 
y^  in  that  time  the  number  of  employes  to  be  cooked  for  has 
more  than  doubled. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  faithful  attrition  to  duty  on  the 
part  of  all  the  employes. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  an  expression  of  sincere 
regret  that  the  Regent  has  been  ill  and  is  unable  to  attend  this 
Council. 

I  sometimes  fear  that  such  lengthy  conespondence  as  I  have 
to  impose  upon  her  during  the  interim  of  Councils  may  have 
overburdened  her.  With  every  year  I  have  wondered  more  at 
the  vigor  and  keeimess  of  her  judgment  Never  at  a  loss  for 
the  solutions  of  vexed  questions,  always  prompt  and  just  in  her 
decisions,  her  abilities  and  kindly  traits  of  character  are  remarkable. 

For  her  consideration  and  for  yours,  dear  ladies,  I  am  deeply 
indebted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myseU 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Harrison  H.  Dodge, 

Res.  Sec  and  Supt 

REPORT  OF  GARDENER 

Mount  Vemon,  Va.,  May  1 1,  1905. 

Ladies : — In  submitting  my  report  for  fiscal  year  I  must  first 
express  my  delight  that  the  long  and  severe  winter  did  die  garden 
little  damage.  The  boxwood  hedge,  which  is  the  admiration 
of  all  visitors,  never  looked  finer. 

A  few  roses  were  killed,  but  these  can  be  easily  replaced.     I 
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am  also  glad  to  report  an  increase  in  receipts  of  $58.90  over  last 
year,  notwithstanding  there  were  several  thousand  fewer  visitors 
to  Mount  Vernon. 

Receipts $748  40 

Ezpeoditiires  (or  postage,  etc 1 1  30 

Caak  to  Superintendent $737  10 

Instructions  of  last  Council  have  been  carefully  carried  out 
The  beds  edged  with  violet  plants*  ivies,  hollyhocks,  sweet  peas, 
mignonette,  sweet  Williams,  etc,  planted  in  appropriate  places. 
Paeonias,  irises,  etc,  were  divided  and  replanted  last  fall.  The 
multiplicity  of  plants  and  flowers  will  accentuate  the  beauty  of 
our  garden,  already  pronounced  by  competent  authority  (both 
foreign  and  native)  to  excel  anything  of  its  character  in  America 
today. 

To  Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut,  I  am  indebted 
for  a  generous  supply  of  lily  of  the  valley  roots,  sent  after  last 
Council  To  Mrs.  Barnes,  Vice  Regent  for  District  of  Colum- 
bia, for  seed  sent  a  few  days  ago. 

Having  directed  the  destiny  of  the  garden  for  so  many  years 
I  watch  its  progress  in  beauty  with  a  peculiar  exultation,  and 
trust  that  under  the  guidance  of  my  able  committee,  each  year 
will  add  to  its  attractiveness,  so  that  at  last  when  I  lay  down 
the  burden  and  pass  to  different  scenes  *Well  done  good  and 
fathful  servant'  shall  be  said  of  me  by  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies*  Association,  than  which  I  crave  no  greater  eulogy. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

Franklin  A.  Whelan. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  1,  1905 

Wrote  and  had  printed  50  copies  Minutes  of  8 1  pages ;  700 
copies  Rqports  of  6 1  pages ;  also,  had  printed  50  copies  By- 
Laws,  7  pages. 

CASH  ACCOUNT 

CcMt  of  prindng  Minutes,  Repoitt  and  By-laws $90  00 

Check  (lom  Regent 90  00 
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OFFICE  EXPENSES 

Typewridng 12  Oa 

Astttittit 6  00 

Poitage  and  ezpresu^ 16  00 

Stamps  aod  ttationery 6  00 

Total $42  «) 

Regent*!  check $25  00 

Balance f\7  00 

$42  00 

$42  00 
42  00 


REPORTS  OF  STANDING 

MANSION  COMMITTEE    f 

The  report  of  last  year  showed  that  thc)}^  Mansion  was  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  and  there  have  heen  but  few  repairs  necessary 
during  the  past  year. 

Tlie  ceiling  of  the  main  hall  has  heen  replastered  as  directed. 
There  have  been  some  incidental  repairs*  such  as  painting,  cal* 
cimining  and  papering. 

The  heating  mains  in  the  cellar  have  been  covered  with  non- 
conducting material  to  prevent  the  excess^of  radiation,  which  had 
a  tendency  to  shrink  undu^  the  flooring  above. 

Tlie  Superintendent  has  reported  to  thf  committee  a  process 
of  hardening  the  foundation  stone,  which  he  will  explain  to 
Council,  and  which  experiment  our  committee  recommends. 

Minor  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year,  such  as  paint- 
ing roofs  and  buildings,  and  some  miscellaneous  repairs  of  the 
same  nature  are  considered  advisable  this  year. 

Tlie    Mansion    and    buildings    general^   are    in   excdlent 

concfitioiu  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau, 

Chaimian. 
AUce  HilL 

UERARY  COMMrrTEE 

The  committee  reports  that  all  volumes  are  carefully  protected 
and  in  good  condition.  The  books  were  taken  down  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Young  and  carefully  freed  from  dust 

The  committee  asks  that  an  appropr^tion  be  made  by  Coun- 
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^  from  the  con&igent  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  that  be* 
longed  to  Washington,  as  opportunity  may  occur. 

The  committee  reports  the  valuable  gift  of  the  foDowing  books, 
through  the  Vice  Regent  from  New  York : 

Five  volumes  of  the  Soitimental  Magazine,  from  the  library 
of  George  Washington,  with  his  signature. 

StejJiens*  Philadelphia  Diiectoiy,  1796,  presented  to  the 
Pre^dent,  with  his  signature,  George  Washington. 

An  address  ddivered  by  the  Bishop  of  New  York,  Hairy 
C  Potter,  delivered  in  St  PauTs  Chapel,  New  York,  on  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  Washington's  inaugural 

Helen  F.  Conover, 

Acting  Chairman. 
Maiy  Y.  Webb, 
Ida  A.  Richardson, 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
Lizzie  J.  Johnston. 

REUC  COMMTFTEE 

The  Relic  Case  in  second  floor  hall  has  been  removed,  as  it 
was  not  in  a  safe  condition,  and  the  one  from  West  Virginia 
room  put  in  its  place,  which  shows  the  contents  to  greater  ad- 
vantage. A  larger  case  has  been  put  in  the  West  Virginia 
room,  and  the  relic  articles  suitable  to  a  bed  room  have  been 
placed  in  it 

The  by-law  governing  the  duties  of  the  Relic  Committee 
(aithfuBy  obeyed  Ida  A.  Richardson, 

Chairman. 

FURNITURE  COMMriTEE 

The  committee  rqx>rts  that  it  has  found  the  furniture  in 
good  condition»  and  has  no  suggestions  to  make  at  present 

Some  small  matters^  such  as  washing  curtains  and  revamishing 
furniture,  will  be  left  to  Mr.  Dodge.  Helen  F.  Conover. 

RfiCORD  COMMnTEE 

The  lists  of  gifts  and  loans  of  relics,  with  the  letters  describing 
them,  have  been  filed  in  a  book  by  your  committee  since  the 
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last  meeting  of  Council.     This  volume  will  be  placed  in  the 
library  with  the  other  Mount  Vemon  records. 

The  Superintendent  has  placed  in  our  hands  a  parcel  of  di" 
lapidated  letters  found  in  a  squinel  or  rat*s  nest  between  the 
laths  and  walls  of  General  Washington's  room.  How  ancient 
was  this  stolen  refuge  is  proved  by  the  dates  of  the  letters  that 
are  legible. 

A  letter  froro  Bushrod  Washington*  April  4,  1 806,  to  his 
wife,  from  Trenton. 

A  letter  from -  ,  May  7,  1805,  from 

Greenwood. 

Scrap  of  a  letter,  April  6,  1 783,  to  Friend  Sanford— Jeroniah 
Sanford — from  a  Quaker. 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Washington  from  J.  B.  Mickoby,  congratula^ 
ting  Mrs.  Washington  on  Bushrod  Washington's  recovery  from 
what  we  should  call  grippe. 

Other  bits  of  letters  came  among  these  interesting  offerings 

from  the  collections  found  in  the  walls,  made  by  the  squirrels 

and  rats  of  ancient  days,  who  seem  to  have  possessed  some  lit- 

eraiy  taste,  but  a  somewhat  destmctive  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 

Chairman. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
Jennie  M.  Ward. 

TOMB  COMMrTTEE 

A  careful  inspection  of  both  tombs  shows  them  to  be  in  good 
condition.  Instructions  will  be  given  for  planting  more  ivy  on 
the  walls  of  the  tomb. 

The  usual  decorations  of  the  tomb  on  the  specified  days  were 

observed.  L.  H.  Walker, 

Chairman. 

E.  B.  A.  Rathbone, 
R.  B.  Flandrau, 
Frances  C  Maxey, 
Emma  R.  Ball 
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GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE 

Tlie  Gardener  has  sent  monthly  reports  to  the  chairman,  so 
that  she  has  hecn  kept  well  informed  concerning  each  month*s 
conditions,  the  succession  of  flowers,  and  the  monthly  sales. 

The  parterres  were  especially  brilliant  last  summer,  vAiexk  they 
were  ablaze  with  hibiscus  and  portulaccas.  Although  the  numr 
ber  of  visitors  was  not  so  great  in  the  year  1 904-'05  as  the 
previous  year,  yet  the  receipts  from  the  garden  and  greenhouse 
were  greater. 

The  directions  given  to  the  Gardener  at  last  Council  were 
faithfully  carried  out  and  everything  looks  in  good  condition. 

The  committee  makes  the  following  suggestions : 

Miss  Townsend  recommends  that  more  lillies  of  the  valley  be 
planted. 

Mrs.  Maxey  requests  that  a  yellow  Lady  Banks  rose  be 
planted  by  the  school  house,  in  the  flower  garden. 

Miss  Com^gys  directs  that  Elnglish  ivy  be  planted  as  borders 
to  some  of  the  beds,  as  the  crepe  myrde,  for  example. 

Mrs.  Van  Rennsselaer  requests  that  members  of  the  com- 
mittee obtain  plimts  or  shrubs  from  well  known  places  of 
Washington*s  time,  to  be  planted  in  the  garden  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. Rows  of  jonquils,  daffodils,  narcissus  and  snow  drops  are 
recommended.  A  number  of  plants  of  the  McCartney  and  old 
mounting  roses,  which  are  excellent  for  covering  walls,  will  be 

ordered.  EL  B.  A.  Rathbone, 

Chairman. 

Amy  C.  Townsend, 
Frances  C.  Maxey, 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Sarah  P.  Van  Rennsselaer. 

GROUNDS.  SHRUBS  AND  TREES  COMMFTTEE 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  your  committee  reports  the  successful 
execution  of  its  recommendations  of  last  Council  Tlie  road 
from  the  North  Lodge  to  Bowling  Green  gate  is  completed,  is 
now  free  from  mud  duiing  the  wet  season,  and  is  an  ornament 
to  the  estate. 


The  new  walk  to  the  wharf  proves  its  usefulness  by  the  facf 
that  visitors  make  no  disfiguring  padis  through  the  grass»  but  use 
this  winding*  sylvan  walk. 

We  would  call  especial  attention  to  its  termination  at  die 
wharf,  where  our  Superintendent  has  tastefully  [Jaced  steps  of 
large  stones.  It  is  the  intention  to  repeat  this  conftnictk»i  latar 
throughout  the  path. 

It  is  reconmiended  diat  ElngEsh  rvy  be  [Wanted  at  foot  of  the 
sun  dial»  to  give  it  a  more  ancient  appearance.  Also  diat  Eng^ 
lish  ivy  be  [Janted  at  the  wall  of  kitdien  garden.  This  ivy 
does  weH  in  tfus  so3,  rai^dly  covering  the  old  walls  widi  at 
mantle  of  green. 

It  is  advised  that  the  space  bdiind  die  rose  house  extending 
to  Bowling  Green  gate  be  graded  and  privet  hedge  be  [Janted 
around  it 

Also  that  a  wild  tulip  tree  be  {Janted  as  near  as  advisable  to 
the  old  locust  tree  near  the  south  porch,  which  seems  to  be 
gradually  dying. 

Your  committee  has,  with  die  assistance  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, had  stakes  placed,  maiked  with  name  of  tree  or  shrub  to  be 
fJanted  at  each  stake.  There  are  maples,  dms,  chestnut,  oaks, 
box,  euonymous,  Norway  spruce,  Judas  tree,  dog  wood,  mag- 
nolia grandiflora,  magnolia  stellaca,  horse  chestnut,  from  the 
variety  sdected. 

There  is  also  a  forestry  question  for  the  consideration  of 
Council  In  our  woods  there  are  diousands  of  white  oak  sap- 
lings. CXir  Superintendent,  thinking  these  might  be  made  prc^t- 
able  to  die  Association,  counselled  with  Mr.  Pinchot,  President 
of  the  Forestiy  Commission  as  to  disposing  of  these,  and 
has  received  encouragement  and  advice  as  to  bringing 
these  small  trees  into  notice.  The  Forestry  Commission  wiD 
send  these  Mount  Vernon  oaks  to  all  points,  thus  introducing 
them  to  the  public  free  of  all  expense  to  the  Association.  Tlus 
would  seem  an  experiment  worth  the  trial. 

The  expensive  work  for  which  your  committee  begs  an  appro- 
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piiabon  is,  (rst,  the  construction  of  a  new  road  from  wharf  to 
toinh,  a  most  important  construction,  as  over  this  road  aire  con- 
veyed the  visitors  from  the  boat  The  road  is  a  mass  of  mud 
and  veiy  heavy  m  the  spiring.  Plans  for  this  road  will  be  pre- 
sented to  Council.     Cost,  $1,500. 

Second,  is  the  extension  of  our  water  plant,  for  sanitary  uses, 
etc.,  to  reach  to  Mrs.  Vickers*  hb>u^,  and  tfie  two  houste  in  the 
valley.  The  Water  now  used  by  these  hbii^  is  frbih  a  will  df 
bad,  unhealthy  water.  Water  is  also  required  on  thi  fanh. 
The  plan  for  dfiis  extension  of  the  watetr  works  is  the  ingenious 
device  of  our  engines*,  Mr.  Archer.     Cost,  $  1 ,000. 

Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 

Acting  Chairman. 

Martha  Fitch  Denby, 

Amy  C.  To\vnsend, 

AlicJe  HilL 

KrrCHEN  GARDEN  COMMrTTEE 

The  wall  fruit  n6eds  attention. 

inat  a  border  be  thoroughly  prepared  and  planted  with  a 
variety  of  herbs,  such  as  sweet  lavenders,  sage,  French  and  Elng- 
lish  thyme,  sweet  marjoram,  borage,  wormwood,  rue,  sweet 
basil,  winter  and  summer  savory,  and  other  herbs,  suitiable  to  be 
planted  in  such  a  border.     Respectfully  submitted. 

Amy  Townsend, 

Acting  Chairman. 
Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Sarah  P.  Van  Rensselaer. 

FARM  COMMrrTEE 

After  inspection  of  the  farm  we  find  a  promising  condition  of 
farm  a^airs.  Nine  or  ten  acres  of  new  land  have  been  cleared 
and  plowed,  together  with  nine  acres  on  the  Gould  lot  hill  for 
this  year*s  crop.  It  has  been  decided  to  plant  "New  Elra"  peas, 
a  most  valuable  crop  for  feeding  stock  and  enriching  land. 
The  usual  grain  aops  have  been  planted  successfully.  The 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  furnished,  gratis,  a  sufficient 
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amount  of  the  new  process — bacteria  cult — for  fertilizing  the 
seed.  The  circular  silo  has  proved  itself  of  immoise  advantage. 
In  fertilizers,  one  thousand  bushels  of  lime,  also  the  wood 
ashes  from  the  boiler  room  and  compost  from  the  bam  yard 
have  been  successfully  used. 

Some  changes  are  advised  in  the  dairy  stock  and  sheep.  The 
cows  are  inferior  in  quality.  The  purchase  of  a  new  disc  har- 
row and  cultivator  and  weeder  is  recommended.  Also  other 
implements  at  the  Superintendent's  need.  A  particular  advantage 
to  the  farming  interest  of  Mount  Vernon  will  be  the  projected 
water  supply  to  distant  pastures,  which  heretofore  have  been 
unavailable  for  use  of  stock. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  new  water  main  be  tapped  for  the 
benefit  of  stock  and  fields  where  it  is  needed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mary  Yeatman  Webb, 

Acting  Chairman. 
Dizabeth  W.  AUston  Pringle, 
Margaretta  M.  Barret 

FINANCE  COMMrrTEE 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  financial  statement,  and  of  bills  and  vouch- 
ers for  the  past  year,  and  we  find  them  clear  and  correct 

Your  committee  has  also  compared  the  reports  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  of  the  Superintendent,  including  the  accounts  of  the 
Purser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports  them  entirely  correct 
and  satisfactoiy. 

Total  Kceipts  (or  year  endmg  April  30.1905 $31.632  24 

Total  eq>eixlhiiret  for  year  endmg  April  30.  1905 25.650  57 

Net  balance  in  bank.  May.  1905 $5,961  67 

Approximate  Eitimntea  and  Appropriatioiu  for  1905  and  1906 

PayioU $14.739  84 

Secretaiy  to  Regent 300  00 

Secretaiy  to  G>uncil 100  00 

Office  ezpenset  of  Secretaiy 50  00 

Telephone  rental 30  00 

Road  to  wharf 1,500  00 
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of  water  mamt 1,000  00 

Coal  supply 700  00 

Guide  boob 750  00 

Mateiial  (or  hardening  stone 200  00 

Shaving  table  of  General  Washington 2,500  00 

To  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  to  purchase  chair 500  00 

For  Mitt  Bower*s  relics 150  00 

Expenses  of  Council 550  00 

Tree  planting 50  00 

Po*al  cards 50  00 

Pohick  Church  pew  rental 90  00 

Gratuity  to  servants 50  00 

To  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama,  for  candle  shades 30  00 

Purchase  of  edition  of  pcinted  speech  of  colored  guard  at  tomb  .    .  16  00 

$23,355  84 

A  check  for  $I»600  has  been  receivecl  from  the  Vice  Re- 
gent for  Massachusetts  replacing  the  loan  made  last  year  from 
he  interest  of  the  Elndowment  Fund.  This  check  is  depositedt 
with  Mr.  Riggs,  having  heen  received  after  the  year*s  accounts 
were  closed.  Emma  R.  Ball» 

Chairman. 
Letitia  H.  Walker* 
Ida  A.  Richardson, 
Jennie  H.  Ward, 
Elizabeth  B.  A.  Radibone. 


LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 

Mrs.  BalL  chairman;  Mn.  Walker,  Mn.  Rkhardton,  Mfk  Sweat,  Mn.  Waid,  Mk. 
Rathbone. 

MANSION. 

Mfk  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mn.  Hill,  Mn.  Hanuoo,  Mn.  Rogen. 

FURNITURE. 

Mkk  ComeQn,  chairman;  Mn.  V(^lder,  Mn.  Graham,  Mi»  Towniend,  Mn.  Ham- 
ton,  Mn.  Conorer. 

UBRARY. 

Miii  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mn.  Sweat,  Mn.  Heam,  Mrk  Cono?er,  Mn.  Webb, 
Mn.  Richardbon,  Mn.  Ratbbo|iB»  Mn«  JohmlQB. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Mn.  Loler,  chairman;  Mn.  Hudson,  Mn.  Hill  Mn.  Graham,  Win,  Harrison,  Mi» 
Townsend,  Mn.  Richaidton,  Mn.  Denby. 

GARDEN  ^^S^m40US§^ 

Mn.  Barnes,  chairman;  Mn.  Rathbone^Miil.  Later,  Mn.  Wilder,  Miss  Townsend 
Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Comegys,  Mn.  Van  Rdflblaer. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

Mn.  Hanwon,  diairman;  Miis  Townsend,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrk 
Johnston,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

FARM. 

Mn.  Heant.  chairman;  Mn.  Harrison,  Mn.  Webb,  Mn.  Wilder.  Mn.  Mandenon. 
Mn.  Pringle,  Mn.  BaneL 

TOMB. 

Mrs.  Walker,  chairman;  Mn.  Rathbone,  Mn.  Flandmu,  Mn.  Maxey,  Mn.  BaH  Mn. 
Rogers. 

REUCS. 

Mrs.  Richaidson.  chainnan;  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Heant,  Mn.  Wilder. 

RECORD. 
Miss  Comegjrs,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mn.  Waid. 

BY-LAWS. 
Mn.  Richaidson,  chairman;  Mis.  Winder,  Mrs.  Mandenon. 

INDEX. 
Mn.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mn.  Hill,  Mn.  Richardson,  Mn.  Winder. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 
Mn.  Sweat,  chairman;  Mn.  Hill,  Mrs.  Manderson. 

PRESS. 
Mn.  Wilder,  chairman;   Mrs.  Winder,   Miss  Longfellow,   Miss  Comegys,  Mn.  Haf- 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Rev.  Mr.  Mead  of  old  historic  Pohick  Church,  visited  Mount 
Vernon  during  Council,  and  several  of  the  Vice  Regents  at- 
tended service  there  on  Sunday.  A  handsome  donation  was 
made  to  the  church  by  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  a  chap- 
ter of  the  Daughters  of  die  Revolution,  of  St  Louis. 

The  nomination  made  last  year  by  the  Regent,  Mrs.  J.  V.  R. 
Townsend,  of  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers  as  Vice  Regent  for 
Maiyland,  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Council  In 
response  to  an  invitation,  Mrs.  Rogers  took  her  seat  on  Monday 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies*  Association. 

Governor  Montague  named  the  following  members  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  to  seive  one  year :  Messrs. 
Archer  Andeison,  of  Richmond ;  Thomas  Smith,  of  Warren- 
ton  ;  R.  B.  Davis,  of  Petersburg ;  Gardner  L.  Boothe,  of  Alex- 
andria ;  A.  Moore,  Jr.,  of  Berryville. 

Owing  to  illness,  the  governor  of  Virginia  was  not  able  to 
make  his  annual  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  on  the  day  appointed 
for  his  reception.  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  Warrenton,  repre- 
soited  the  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  by  the  governor,  and 
made  a  very  graceful  address  to  the  ladies,  congratulating  them 
upon  their  management  of  the  estate.  Col.  Roberts  asked  per- 
mission to  bring  to  Mount  Vernon  the  Artillery  Band  from 
Fort  Washington,  which  was  gladly  granted  by  the  Vice  Regents. 

During  the  session  a  telegram  was  received  from  a  member  of 
the  French  delegation  at  the  International  Railroad  Congress, 
which  read  as  follows: 

•  Deeply  touched  by  the  memories  centered  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, we  ask  permission  to  place  a  wreath  on  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
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ington.  Our  wives  desire  to  lay  one  also  on  tlie  tomb  of  Maf^ 
tha  Washington.  Would  it  be  possible  for  a  small  number  of 
us  to  take  to  Mount  Vernon  this  tribute  to  the  illustrious  dead  on 
Friday  morning,  May  1 2  }     Jusserand,  French  Ambassador.* 

The  delegation  was  met  at  the  tomb  on  that  day  by  the 
women,  and  two  large  bouquets  of  roses  and  palms  were  laid  on 
the  tombs  of  General  and  Mrs.  Washington.  The  floral  tributes 
were  composed  of  La  France  and  American  Beauty  roses,  em- 
blems of  the  two  peofJes  united  by  one  common  bond — *  Love 
of  liberty  and  reverance  ioT  the  illustrious  dead.*  A  short  ad- 
dress, embodying  these  sentiments,  was  delivered  by  Monsieur 
Fosse,  secretary  to  Ambassador  Jusserand.  After  visiting  the 
mansion  the  party  left  by  boat 

Among  the  relics  procured  during  the  year  is  the  writing  desk 
used  by  Washington  and  given  by  him  in  his  will  to  Dr.  Craik, 
his  family  physician.  This  was  found  in  Kentucky  and  was 
purchased  through  Mrs.  Barret,  the  Vice  Regent  of  that  state, 
and  paid  for  by  Massachusetts,  through  Miss  LongfdloWt  Vice 
Regent  of  that  state.  The  desk  is  now  in  the  library  which 
Washington  added  to  the  Mansion,  and  is  situated  on  the  vpolt 
where  it  stood  when  the  General  used  it  The  chair  bdonging 
with  the  desk  was. purchased  by  diis  Council  and  placed  with 
the  desk  in  the  library. 

The  wedding  dress  of  Nellie  Custis  was  brought  by  Mrs« 
Richardson,  of  Louisiana,  and  is  loaned  by  the  Conrad  family. 
It  is  a  delicate,  gauzy  creation  of  lace,  and  excited  much  interest 
The  gown  was  exhibited  in  the  banquet  room,  where  the  wed- 
ding  took  place.  A  beautiful  wineglass  owned  by  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, was  also  loaned  by  the  Conrad  family,  who  are  descend-* 
ants  of  Nellie  Custis. 

A  very  interesting  relic,  restored  to  Mount  Vernon  by  this 
Council,  is  a  mahogany  dressing  table  of  curious  design,  and  in 
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almost  perfect  preservatioiL  It  was  made  in  France  and  pre- 
tokted  to  GeiL  Washington  by  the  first  French  minister  accred- 
ited to  the  United  States.  It  was  willed  by  Gen.  Washington 
to  Dr.  David  Stuart»  of  Fairfax,  Va.,  whose  wife  was  the  widow 
of  John  Parke  Custis,  Mri.  Washington's  only  son.  Dr.  Stuart 
left  it  by  will  to  his  son,  and  it  has  been  handed  down  to  Mrs. 
Cox,  \^o  personally  delivered  it  at  Mount  Vernon  a  few  days 
after  adjournment  of  Council 

Mr.  Lawr^ice  Washington,  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  presented  a 
letter  written  by  the  first  Regent  to  his  father,  John  A.  Wash- 
ington, containing  the  first  offer  for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Ver- 
non. Council  gratefully  accepted  the  gift,  and  ordered  the 
precious  memento  to  be  framed  between  two  glasses  and  hung 
under  the  portrait  of  Miss  Cuimingham  at  Mount  Vemon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Savage  Clay,  representing  the  Society  of  the 
Cindimati  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  sent  a  framed  picture  of  the 
insignia  of  the  order,  presented  by  General  Washington  to  Mr. 
John  Berrian,  who  was  secretary  in  Georgia  of  the  society. 

The  members  of  Council  are  exceedingly  grateful  to  Mrs. 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  vAko,  in  the  absence  of  the  Regent, 
presided  over  their  deliberations  with  dignity,  tact  and  skill,  and 
our  sincere  acknowledgements  are  due  to  her  for  her  unselfish 
devotion  and  untiring  energy. 

This  finishes  the  record  of  another  year  at  Mount  Vemon, 
with  no  '  changes,"  excq>t  such  as  preservation  requires,  with 
the  gardais,  the  grounds,  and  the  precious  tomb  cared  for  at 
every  point — with  no  disaster  from  the  elements — for  all  of  which 
the  persons  in  charge  are  truly  thankful. 

Council  adjourned  Friday,  the  1 9th  of  May,  to  meet  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  May,  1 906. 

J^mie  M.  Ward, 
Secretary  and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OITICERS  OF  MOUNT  VERNCm  LADIES 

ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Founder  and  Fint  Recent  1853-1873. 
MISS  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM.  SOUTH  CAROUNA. 

Rcdgped  1873.     Died  1874. 

VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1858. 

1.  Mn.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  loigDed  1866 VirgiBia 

2.  Mn.  Alice  H.  DiddnMm.  resgiied  1859 Nortk  Caralna 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgewortk  Eve,  died    1889 Geoigia 

4.  Mn.  OdaTia  Wakon  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Alabama 

5.  Mn.  CatheriDe  A.  McWillie.  died    1873 

6.  Mn.MaigaiettaS.Mone,yesipied  1873;  died  1895 

7.  Mn.  Maiy  Rudedge  Fogg,  died Te 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabedi  M.  Wakon,  leagued    I860 Minouri 

9.  Mits  Maiy  Monit  Hanultoii,  died  1876 New  Yoik 

10.  Mn.  Louin  Ingenoll  Grennougli,  resiflped   1865 Miwai  liim  III 

11.  Mri.  Abba IsabeUaUtdcvesipied  1863 Mane 

12.  Mn.  Catkeriiie  Willis  Murat.  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mn.  Maiy  Boott  Goodiich,  leagDed  1861 ;  appointed  1857 CoBnecticiM 

14.  Mits  Pkebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mn.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  lesipied  1863;  died  1885 Oiuo 

16.  Mn.  Abby  Wheaton  Oiace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

1 7.  Mn.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antweq>.  died Iowa 

18.  Mn.  Mafgaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Dekwan 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Farnsworth,  died    1879 MichigaB 

20.  Mn.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resiflped  1861 New  Hampshiie 

21.  Mn.  Martha  Mkchell.  died  1902 Wii 

22.  Mrs.  Rota  Veitner  Johnson,  died 

1859 

23.  Mn.  Elizabeth  Wniaid  Bany,  died  1884 IQbois 

24.  Mn.  Saiah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 ManeKita 

25.  Mn.  Maiy  PeppeiellJamsCiitts,resi9ied  1878 V< 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lyde  Macalesler,  died  1891 

27.  Mn.  Magdalen  a  Blanding.  resipied  1883 CaKfomia 

28.  Mn.  Haniet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 bdiasa 

29.  Mn.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkamas 

30.  Mn.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878;  app.  1860 Mmoma 

31.  Mn.  Letitia  Haiper  Walker North  Cvobia 

1860 

32.  Mn.  Maiy  Chestnut,  <fied  1861 South  Caiolka 

1866 

33.  Mn.  Maigarat  J.  M.  Sweat Maw 

34.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Marytand 

35.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  Ai^pist  1899 South  Carolna 
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36.  Mn.  M.  E  Hidunan.  n^pied  1067 Nevada 

37.  Mr».  M.  A  Stearns,  reagped  1872 New  Hampshire 

3a    Mn.  Emily  R  M.  Hewson,  retigiied  1866 Ohio 

39.  Mitt  Ella  Hutchins.  retipied  1866 Teiat 

1867 

40.  Mrt.  Janet  M.  C  Riggt.  rengned  1868 Dittrict  ci  Columbia 

41.  Mrt.  Maiia  Brookt.  letigned  18% New  York 

42.  Mrt.  Matikk  W.  Emoiy,  retigned  1873 Dittiict  d  Colombia 

43.  Mn.  Nan(7  Wade  Halitead,  died  1891 Newjeney 

1868 

44.  Mrt.  Nannie  C.  Yulee.  died  1884 Hoiida 

1870 

45.  Mn.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mis.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Vtrgmia 

47.  Mn.  A.  P.  DiUoo.  lesigned  1874  ;  died  1898 loMra 

48.  Mn.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 Weit 

1872 

49.  Mn.  WilBam  Balfour,  resipied  1875 

50.  Mn.  Maiy  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhait,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Tesas 

53.  Mis.  C  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Aikansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent 

MRS.  ULY  M.  BERGHMAN. 

Second  Regent.  1874-1891. 

Died  1891. 

VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1874 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virgmia 

55.  Mn.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  cBed  1883 Tennessee 

1875 

56.  Mn.  Lily  L.  BroadweU.  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones Nevada 

1876 

58.  Mn.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  To%vnsend New  York 

1878 

60.  Mn.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1880 Vermont 

1879 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachutetls 

62.  Mn.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  I^hardton Louisiana 
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1682 

64.  Mm  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1684 Akbuna 

1885 

65.  Mn.  Elizabedi  B.  Adams  Rathbone MichigM 

66.  Mfi.  Mary  T.  Leitar Ulboii 

67.  Mn.  Janet  De  Kay  iCing.  died  1896 Vernoet 

68.  Mn.  Eliza  Woodward,  cBed  1897 Kentucky 

1868 

69.  Mi»  Harriet  Clayton  Come«3rt Ddaware 

70.  Mn.  Fannie  Gilcriit  Baker,  died  1901 Fkiridi 

1889 

71.  Mn-AKceHill Colorado 

72.  Mn.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Mianetotft 

73.  Mn.  Phoebe  A.  Heant Caltforaii 

1890 

74.  Mfk  A.  R.  Winder New  Hampthire 

1891 

75.  Mn.Geor9a  Page  Wilder Ceoiva 

This  was  the  lait  nomination  o(  Mn.  Lily  Macaletter  Laughton,  second  Regent 

(Madame  Beiyiman). 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND 

Tniid  Regent 

Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893 

76.  Mn.  George  R  Gokkbofou^b.  leiipied  1904 Maiylttid 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott.  died  1894 Pennsyhnoii 

78.  Mrs.  Maiy  Lloyd  Pendleton.  leiipied  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mn.  Phillip  Schuyler.  leiipied  1891 NewYoik 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Minouri 

81.  Mrs.  Frands  S.  Conorer New  Jeney 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennesiee 

1894 

83.  Miss  LeiU  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  ROarkson.  resigned  1900:  died  1902 Nebraib 

85.  Mn.  William  Ames,  died  1904 Rhodeldaod 

86.  Miss  Amy  To%ynsend New  York 

1896 

87.  Mn.  Charles  Custis  Harrison Pefmsyhrania 

88.  Mn.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Tow 

1898 
69.     Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 
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1900 

9a    Mn.  R.  D.  Johnitoii Alabama 

91.  Mn.CF.Maiiclersoii Nebraika 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  RcDueUer Wen  Virgiiiia 

1901 

93.  Mn.  J.  J.  Pringle Soodi  Caiolma 

94.  Mn.Wm.F.Baml Keotucky 

95.  Mr».  QuM.  Denbjr Indiana 

1905 

96.  Mn.  Fannie  J.  D.  Rogen Mainland 


\ 
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ANNUAL     REPORT 

OP  THE 

MOUNT    VERNON    LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE   UNION 


ANNUAL  COUNCIL 

HELD  AT 

MOUNT  VERNON-ON-THE-POTOMAC, 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION. 


REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

Winter  address,  131  Ea&t  71st  Street,  New  York  Citj. 

Summer,  Box  647,  Southampton,  L.  L,  eare  ThomM  Bar* 
ber,  Esq. 

VICE  REGENTS. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WlALKER,  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MRS.  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachussetts. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLA7T0N  COMEGYS,  Delaware 

MRS.  ALICE  HILL,  Colorado. 

l^S.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 

MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  COjnOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  SR.,  Tennessee. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

MRS.  CHAS.  C.  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 

MRS.  R.  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  CHAS.  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 


MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  South  Uarolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  CHAS.  DENBY,  Indiana. 

MRS.   HENRY   W.   ROGERS.    Maryland. 

SECRETARY. 
MRS.  JKNNIE  MEEKKR'WARD,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

TREASURER. 
MR.  E.  FRANCES  RIGGS,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mount  Vernon-on-the-Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT   SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.  JAME«  YOUNG,  Mount  Vernon-on-the-Potomac,  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  FULLER,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washirigrton, 

D.  C. 
MR.  LEWIS  CASS  LEDYARD,  2  East  .S7th  Street,  New     York 

City,  N.  Y. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM,  5145  Lindell  Ave.,  St.  Louis,    ^^^ 


1906 

ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF  THE 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union. 


The  Board  of  Regents  oi  the  Association  met  in  annual  Coun- 
cil on  Thursday,  May  10th. 

Eighteen  ladies  in  nil  being  in  attendance. 

LADIES  PRESENT. 

Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  New  York,  Regent. 

Mrs.  Letitia  H.  Walker,  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson,  Vice  Res-ent  for  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Eroina  R..Ball,  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward,  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

Miss  Harriet  C.  Comegys,  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  Vice  Reeent  for  Colorado. 

Mrs.  Georgia  P.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  B.  Graham,  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Webb,  Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  Ellen  W.  Harrison,  Vice  Reeent  for  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Frances  Maxey,  Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  J.  Johrst(»n.  Vice  Re?"ent  for  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Susan  P.  Van  Rensscl*»er,  Vice  Resrent  for  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Fannie  J.  D.  Rogers,  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 

The  flag  hung  at  half  mast,  for  the  news  of  the  sudden  death 
Jof  the  Vice  Recent  f(^r  New  Hampshire  had  just  reached  Mount 
Vernon. 

Sorrow  for  the  loss  to  the  Association  and  to  the  distant  home 
was  mingled  with  the  gratitude  felt  for  the  restoration  to  health 
of  the  Regent,  and  the  preservation  from  disaster  from  the  ele- 
Ynents,.  of  the  precious  Mansion  and  grounds. 

REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
Dear  Ladies: 

It  is  with  peculiar  deep  feelings  of  gratitude  and  love  that 

I  meet  with  you  this  year.    We  meet  an  unbroken  Council,  one  or 

two  may  be  prevented  by  illness  from  coming.    A  short  time  since 

I  received  a  touching  letter  from  Mrs.  Denby,  to  whom  I  had  writ- 


ten^  on  hearii^  of  ber  illnees.  I  gave  her  a  clear  desenption  of  the 
beautiful  work  aocomplished  by  the  aid  of  her  geberous  eoxrtr%a« 
tion.  I  advised  her  to  be  careful  of  her  health,  this  year,  so  that 
she  would  be  able  to  see  her  good  works  at  the  Council  of  1907. 

*  Our  dear  Acting  Regent  of  last  year  had  heavy  work  in  the 
continuous  committees  she  was  obliged  to  call  together,  during 
many  days  after  the  adjournment  of  Council.  We  cannot  express 
too  much  gratitude  for  her  untiring  zeal  and  successful  acoomplidh- 
ment.  The  whole  number  of  the  ladies  on  the  committee  were 
very  much  to  be  praised  for  their  kind  "obedience  to  order,'' 
to  bring  an  end  to  the  requirements  of  the  other  party  • 

Almost  every  lady  wrote  me,  and  each  one  expatiated  highly 
upon  our  North  Carolina  Regent,  and  I  was  delighted  to  hear  that 
all  appreciated  my  choice 

Before  entering  upon  an  account  of  our  work  for  the  past 
year  we  must  pause  to  reflect  upon  the  personal  loss  we  have 
sustained  in  the  death  of  our  dear  friend  and  Ex-Vice  (Regent, 
our  beloved  'Mrs.  Ooldsborough.  She  was  one  of  the  few  last 
representatives  of  the  eighteenth  century  in  dignity  of  man- 
ner and  speech.  A  woman  of  the  purest  Christian  character  and 
generous  to  all.  We  deplore  her  loss,  but  in  full  assurance 
of  her  life  in  Heaven  we  cannot  mourn,  realizing,  as  we  must, 
her  happiness  in  joining  the  dear  ones  wlho  preceded  her. 

We  have  also  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Upton 
Herbert,  the  first  Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon.  Some  of 
our  Vice  Regents  may  remember  him  as  such. 

This  fiscal  year,  dear  Ladies,  you  will  be  glad  to  learn  was  a  ' 
most  successful  one.     Over  one  hundred  thousand  visitors  have 
been  at  lAiis  honored  Home  of  our  greatest  American. 

Notwithstanding  the  laige  expenditures  (including  the  pur- 
chase of  relics)  our  receipts  justified  my  returning  to  the  (interest 
account  of  the  Endowment  Fund  the  sums  borrowed  from  it  an 
1904  and  1905,  aggregating  $4,600. 

And  still  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you  a  good  working  balance 
on  the  General  Account. 

Our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  wrote  to  me  upon  the  question  of 
profitably  investing  what  had  accumulated  by  way  of  interest 
on  securities  of  the  Endowment  Fund.  This  we  agreed  upon  and 
a  $5,000.00  bond  was  thereby  added  to  tihe  list  of  investments 


representing  now  a  par  value  total  of  $73,100.00. 

This  year  has  heen  noted,  also,  for  the  many  distinguished 
visitors. 

In  Seprtemher,  1905,  Count  Witte  and  (Baron  Eosen,  the  Rus- 
sian Peace  Plenipotentiaries. 

In  November,  1905,  Prince  Louis  of  Battenberg  and  suite, 
Admiral  Edward  Seymour  and  Admiral  Sir  Cyprian  Bridge,  both 
noted  officers  of  the  British  Navy. 

January,  1906,  Imperial  Chinese  Commissioners  and  suite. 

April,  1906,  Earl  Grey,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  and 
suite. 

All  of  these  parties,  except  the  two  admirals,  were  brought 
as  guests  on  United  States  Naval  vessels. 

The  Russian  and  Canadian  parties  planted  trees. 

Operation  of  the  boat  business  was  in  accordance  with  terms 
of  the  contract  accepted  by  the  Acting  Regent  and  special  com- 
mittee shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Council  of  1905.  A 
slight  misunderstanding  regarding  ^^one  way  tickets''  was  sub* 
sequently  corrected.  There  is  one  very  objectionable  feature,  I 
Und,  in  the  new  arrangement.  Having  to  collect  the  entrance 
fees  at  our  wharf  delays  and  congests  the  crowds  and  causes  un- 
favorable comment.  The  Boat  Company  declined  selling  tickets 
including  entrance  to  Mount  Yemon,  but  we  must  try  to  effect  a 
resumption  of  this  method  which  has  (been  so  long  in  vogue. 

Through  special  efforts  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas,  a 
good  beginning  has  been  made  to  establish  along  our  Northern 
boundary  a  reproduction  of  the  substantial  brick  walls  built  at 
Kount  Vernon  by  General  Washington. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  feet  have  been  constructed,  an!  make 
A  marked  improvement. in  that  part  of  the  grounds. 

•Many  times  we  have  endeavored  to  make  a  good  driveway  be. 
tween  the  wharf  and  the  Tomb,  but  never  until  this  year  hu 
success  been  obtained. 

Our  Superintendent  'will  explain  how  it  has  been  accomplished 

and  that  damp,  muddy  road  has  been  converted  into  an  attrac- 
tive feature. 

The  water  extension  has  been  a  work  giving  great  comfort 

on  all  sides  to  the  distant  houses  and  fields.     The  water  now 

rises  by  its  own  power  to  great  height.    Mr.  Archer,  the  engineet, 

has  done  this  important  work  for  us. 
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The  completion  of  the  tunnels  must  have  ihe  consideratioo 
of  the  Council.  Mr.  Archer  drew  designs  for  me  to  examine — 
these  were  explained  most  clearly;  but,  the  proe  and  cons  I 
did  not  feel  capable  of  deciding  and  thought  it  best  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  Council.  Mr.  Archer,  the  engineer,  will 
submit  the  plan  to  us  later  on. 

So  many  improvements  haye  been  made,  that  it  seems  to  us 
all,  Mount  Vernon  becomes  more  and  more  ''a  thing  of  beauty;'' 
yet  in  no  manner  losing  the  beautiful  simplicity,  which  has  al- 
ways been  t&e  charm  of  this  beloved  Home. 

I  am  sure  you  will  all  be  pleased  with  the  improved  ap- 
pearance of  our  River  Front.  The  broken  banks  have  been  sloped 
and  sodded  with  honeysuckles,  and  the  grading  nearest  the  wharf 
is  in  grass.    Young  trees  and  flowering  shrubs  help  the  effect. 

You  must  also  have  noticed  how  many  young  trees  have 
been  set  out,  and  how  attractive  in  time  the  hidden  path  to  the 
wharf  can  be  made! 

The  experiment  our  Superintendent  made  with  the  turf  west 
of  the;.  Mansion- should  be  repeated  elsewhere^  near  the  'buildings 
i  i^f^f^Jbere;  the  lawns  are  most  affect>ed  by  crowds  that  often  gather 
together. 

The  gift  of  young  trees  from  our  woods  to  members  of  the 
Forestry  Congress,  held  in  Washington,  1905,  seems  to  have 
been  inuch  appreciated,  our  Superintendent  mentions,  judging 
froni  the  great  number  of  letters  received  acknowledging  *p- 
preriation. 

The  heavy  travel  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the  year  makes 
our  Superintendent  apprehensive  of  the  Mansion.  He  has  wisely 
strengthened  walls  and  floors. 

At  times  when  crowds  were  unusually  great  he  was  obliged 
to  restrict  their  entrance — and  he  desires  to  have  a  hearing 
before  Council  in  order  to  explain  these  precautions,  and  hear 
what  would  be  advisable  in  the  future. 

The  appended  statement  shows  as  concisely  as  I  can,  the 
conditions  of  the  actual  financial  accounts.  The  reports  of  our 
Treasurer  and  Superintendent  will  enter  more  into  detail  than 
I  need  attempt. 

It  is  with  profound  thanksgiving  that  I  have  been  enabled 
to  join  you  again,  my  dear  colleagues,  at  this  Council  board, 
and  to  indulge  the  hope  that  we  all  may  be  spared  for  many 
such  reunions  in  future. 

Your  friend  and  Regent, 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 
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STATE  REPORTS. 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vke  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  the  gift  of  a  chair 
by  Bachael  Jackson  Dyas.  This  <;hair  come  from  the  "Hermit- 
Age'*  and  was  given  by  Genera]  Jackson  to  a  niece  of  bis  wife's, 
who  married  bis  aid,  General  Coffee.  The  donor  is  a  descendant 
of  Mrs.  Coffee's,  for  whom  she  is  named. 

The  wrought  iron  fixtures  in  fire-place  in  the  Alabama  room 
were  presented  by  Professor  W.  H.  Councill.  They  were  made  by 
the  pupils  of  the  Alabama  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  School, 
(Colored)  Normal,  Alabama. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

Again  enforced  absence  from  state  and  country  has  pre- 
vented any  effort  for  Mount  Vernon  beyond  the  distribution  of 
RepM)rts  in  Europe  and  at  home. 

The  last  Council  requested  me  to  inquire  as  to  the  publi- 
cation of  ''Lossing's  Home  of  Washington."  Correspondence 
with  various  publishers  was  without  result,  until  finally  a  letter 
to  the  Publishers'  Weekly  has  brought  the  courteous  answer  that 
J.  C.  Yorston  &  Co.,  80  Johnston  Building,  Cincinati,  Ohio,  issuel 
the  latest  edition  of  thLs  valuable  work  in  1884,  and  that  it  is 

now  out  of  print.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPO(RT. 
Very  little  has  been  done  for  Mount  Vernon  the  past  year^ 
e^ccept  the  usual  distribution  of  Reports  and  reminders  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  daily  papers,  of  the  work  in  progress  there. 
Many  copies  were  also  given  of  the  **  Historical  Sketch  of 
Mi^s  Cunningham''  the  noble  "Southern  Matron"  who  first  con- 
ceived the  thought  of  the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon. 

ALICE  HILL,  Vice  Regent. 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 
Last  summer  I  received  the  following  letter  from  the  grand* 
daughter  of  the  late  Bis'.iop  Lee,  of  Delaware,  in  regard  to  a  gi£t 
she  desired  to  nrake  to  the  Mount  Vernon  garden: 
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Qennantown,  Penn.,  June  4,  1905. 
My  dear  Miss  Comegys: 

I  have  found  a  nursery  which  has  the  true  York  and  Lancas- 
ter rose.  Miss  Haines^  proprietor  of  the  nursery,  i)rought  it  over 
from  England  herself,  and  it  was  vouched  for  as  such  in  t^ 
English  nursery.  She  tells  me  that  it  is  distinctly  striped,  but  can 
hardly  be  called  red  and  white,  but  deep  pink  and  pale  pink.  I 
want  to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  to  Mount  Vernon  in  tiie 
autumn  at  the  proper  time  to  transplant    ••••♦, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

ELIZABETH  LEIOHTON  LEE. 

I  wrote  Miss  Lee  how  gladly  we  would  accept  the  rose  which 

for  years  we  had  tried  in  vain  to  secure.    Our  gardener  tells  me 

the   two  bushes   sent   are  strong,  healthy   plants. 

Reports  of  last  Council  were  duly  distributed  in  my  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  OOMEQYS, 

Vice  R^:ent 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  bas  but  little 
to  report,  as  ill  health  has  made  it  impossible  for  her  to  exert 
herself  in  the  interest  of  Mount  Vernon.  She  sends  a  profile  of 
Washington  engraved  from  the  original  which  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  Morris  by  General  Washington,  accompanied  by  a  note  of 
which  the  text  beneath  the  profile  is  a  true  and  exact  fac  simile. 

MARY  T.  BARNES,  Vice  Regent 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  has  made  no  effort  to  collect 
money  for  Mount  Vernon  the  past  year,  yielding  to  more  nigent 
claims  in  lier  state.  An  increasing  interest  in  Mount  Vernon 
is  evinced,  and  requests  to  give  information  by  readings  mnd 
distribution  of  pamphlets  complied  with.  The  Vice  Regent  is 
gratified  that  her  suggestion  to  the  Superintendent  to  sow  per- 
ennial  rye  seed  on  the  closely  mown  Bermuda  grass  sod  in  the 
autumn,  well  rolled  and  fertilized,  as  done  <  in  Savannah,  thos 
securing  a  fresh  green  turf  in  winter  or  summer,  has  been  followed 
with  good  results  at  Mount  Vernon 

Two  heirlooms  presented  by  Mrs.  Batie  of  Mobile,  a  fish 
knife  and  cheese  scoop,  of  Sheffield  plate,  with  ivory  handles,  be- 
longing to  her  gprandfather.  Rev.  Walter  D.  Addison,  a  friend  of 
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IVIaiAiington,  indicating  the  pattern  of  the  day,  sent  through  the 
Vice  Regent  for  Qeoigia,  have  heen  accepted  by  the  Relic  Com* 
mittee.  GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

Vice  Regent 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Illinois  regrets  her  absence  from  Council 
of  1906,  as  she  is  detained  in  Chicago  by  her  legal  duties  as  ez^ 
ecutnx  of  her  late  husband 's  estate. 

In  the  year  1882,  the  Vice  Regent  purchased,  through  Mist 
Elizabeth  Nicholas  of  Richmond,  Va.,  the  mirror  used  by  General 
Washington  during  his  life.  This  interesting  relic  came  from 
the  Washington  family,  and  it  gives  the  Vice  Regent  much  pleas- 
ure to  place  it  where  it  was  originally,  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  condition  of  the  wood  surrounding  the  mirror  renders 
it  dangerous  to  hang.  Should  the  Ladies  concur,  it  may  be  placed 
beyond  harm  in  the  relic  case. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Illinois  submits  to  Council  the  cor- 
respondence she  has  had  with  (Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  regarding  the 
two  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Gould  lot,  and  asks  thai  the 
same  may  be  incorporated  into  her  State  Report,  as  it  places 
on  record  the  termination  at  this  date  of  this  important  negotia- 
tion. An  interview  with  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  has  resulted  in  fais 
giving  his  promise  to  do  nothing  with  outside  parties  in  disposing 
of  the  two  acres  before  ^e  plaices  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Ladies' 
Mi.  Vernon  Association.  MART  T.  LEITER, 

Vice  Regent 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Have  distributed  reports  liberally  in  my  own  etate  and 
other  states,  to  historical  societies  and  libraries.  They  wer^ 
acknowledged  and  accepted  gratefully. 

'  Interest  in  the  schools  is  kept  up.  The  decorations  and 
exercises  on  Washington's  birthday  in  my  own  town  were  very 
fine  and  talks  were  given  on  the  home  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Miny  visitors  went  from  there  to  Mt.  Vernon  this  year  and 
all  speak  in  high  praise  of  the  lovely  spot  and  its  faithful  and 
coorteous  keepers.  The  annual  gift  of  one  dollar  from  lola,  Kans., 
is  the  only  money  received  and  it  will  be  used  in  Kansas  room. 

Six  oak  seedlings  were  received  from  Mr.  Dodge,  the  Super- 
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intendent,  and  planted  in  the  parks  and  University  grounds  at 
Ottawa,  Kansas.  Reqaectfuily, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Vice  Regents 

KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  regrets  that  afbsence  from- 
America  will  prevent  her  attendance  on  Council.  She  wishes  to- 
report  a  gift  of  $20.00  from  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  be  used  for  the  Kentucky  room  at 
Mount  Vernon.  MARGARET  M.  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent* 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 
•  The  Vice  Regent  regrets  that  she  cannot  attend  Council  this? 
session,    the    family  of   her   ne|^ew    being   victims   of  the    San 
Francisco    earthquake    horror   and    requiring   her   attention    and 
care  at  home.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Vice  Regent. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  reports  the  acquisition  of" 
a  most  interesting  Washington  relic  for  the  loan  collection — s 
brass  hunting  horn,  presented  to  General  Washington  by  La^ 
fi^yette  and  loaned  to  this  Association  by  Judge  James  Alfred 
Pearce,  of  Chestertown,  Maryland,  who  inherited  it  from  his- 
Grandfather,  Dr.  Dick,  one  of  the  physicians  who  att€^ded 
Washington  in  his  last  illness.  Judge  Pearce  has  left  this  horOy 
in  his  will,  to  the  Association.  The  Maryland  Society,  Sons  of 
•the  American  Revolution,  contributed  thirteen  dollars,  to  be  used 
in  the  purchasing  of  relics.  Mr.  John  McP.  Dennis*  presented  a 
pedigreed  short^horn  heifer  to  the  dairy  herd.  The  Maryland 
Historical  Society  requested  the  Vice  Recent  to  obtain  missing 
numbers  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mt^  Vernon  Ladies  Asso- 
ciation, as  a  complete  set  was  desired  for  the  library.  Throoirfi 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Dodge  and  Mr.  Young  these  reports  were 
furnished  them.  The  wlfole  story  of  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Ver- 
non is  now  preserved  among  the  records  of  the  Maryland  Historical 
Society,  and  a  grateful  letter  from  the  librarian  was  receive  in 
acknowledgement.  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  tbe 
former  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  has  passed  away.  Her  connec- 
tion with  thi^  Association  was  among  the  pleasantest  memories 
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of  her  life  and  her  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  affairs  unabated. 
Her  loss  will  be  felt  by  many  to  whom  she  had  endeared  herself 
while  Vice  Regent. 

Reports  have  been  distributed  and  interest  awakened  that 
it  is  hoped  may  bear  abundant  fruit  in  the  coming  years. 

Respectfully  eubmitted, 

FANNY  J.  D.  ROGERS, 

Vice  Regent. 

MASSACHUSEn;S  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  cannot  be  present  at  the  meeting 
•of  Council  this  year  and  beg  to  report  that  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Dames  of  America  in  Minnesota  has  voted  an  annual  donation  of 
^10.00  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  the  first  cheek  for 
which  I  herewith  enclose.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice  Regent. 

MICHIOAN  STATE  REPORT. 

A  c/>ntribution  is  made  to  the  Vice  Regent  by  the  Detroit 
Mount  Vernon  Society,  of  $125.00.  Under  the  active  leadership 
of  iti7  President,  Mrs.  Fyfe,  this  society  has  done  ihe  usual  good 
work  the  past  year.  The  entertainment  given  under  its  auspices 
-on  the  22d  of  February,  which  consisted  of  an  address  by  Mr. 
Charles  Moore  on  "George  Washington,  Esq.,"  followed  by  a 
reception  and  sale  of  Mount  Vernon  mementoes,  was  a  fitting 
<>elebration  of  the  day  and  added  something  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Society. 

Two  rare  engravings  of  General  Washington  are  presented 
by  Mr-  Henry  C.  Sturgis  of  New  Yoi*k;  one  is  an  artist's  proof. 
These  engravings  were  drawn  and  engraved  by  Frederic  S.  Stuart 
from  the  medallion  curved  by  Samuel  Melntyre,  from  his  original 
drawing  from  life  made  when  Washington  visited  Salem  October 
29,  1789,  and  is  now  in  the  Essex  Institute. 

The  Vice  Regent  presents  a  brass  rubbing  made  from  the 
bras«  tablet  on  the  tomb  of  Robert  Washington,  Gentleman,  who 
died  in  lfi22,  and  his  wife,  in  Great  Brington  Church,  which  is 
six  miles  from  Sulgrave  Manor,  England.  Also  brass  rubbings 
prcs<»nted  to  the  Association  by  William  Curtis,  from  the  tomb  of 
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Lawrence  Wasbing^ton,  G^entleman,  who  died  in  1564,  and  his  wife, 
who  were  buried  in  Sulgrave  chnreh.  In  each  of  these  rubbings  is 
seen  the  Washington  eseutcfheon,  from  which  the  flag  of  oir 
nation  was  modeled.  These  brass  rubbings  have  become  veiy 
valuable  because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  permission  lis 
make  them. 

Additional  interest  attaches  to  these  brass  rubbings  from 
the  tombs  of  the  Washingtons  of  Northhamptonshire,  as  a  com- 
troversy  was  started  on  the  subject  by  information  having  been 
made  to  Bishop  Potter  that  the  Washington  escutcheon  over  the 
doorway  at  Sulgrave  Manor  had  be'**'  '^'^olen  and  sold  to  an 
American,  '^h*^  Bishop  offered  8  .  .  for  its  recovery.  ICr. 
Moncufe  Conway  claimed,  through  the  press,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  remove  the  escutcheon,  as  it  was  in  a  crumbling  eon* 
dition,  and  thought  that  eithe]r  the  Bishop  had  been  misinformed^ 
or  that  one  of  the  brass  tablets  had  been  stolen.  The  Vice  HegeiA 
eonsulted  the  Yi<car  of  Sulgrave  Churdh.  on  the  subject,  and  be 
wrote  her  that  the  escutcheon  had  not  been  stolen  from  the 
manor,  but  was  in  a  crumbling  condition.  He  also  says  that 
the  brass  tablets  on  the  Washington  tombs  at  Sulgrave  and  Great 
Brington  Churches  remain  as  they  have  been  for  many  years. 
A  century  or  two  ago  the  brass  tablet  on  the  tomb  of  Lawrence 
Washington  was  partially  mutilated  by  fanatics,  but  it  has  suf- 
fered no  further  injury  since  that  time. 

Miss  Mary  'Richmond  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  presents  an 
impression  in  sealing  wax  made  from  General  Washington's  8eal| 
that  is  owned  by  a  member  of  the  Curtis  family. 

A  gift  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Colebrook,  of  Brighton, 
England,  of  a  dozen  York  and  Lancaster  roses. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice  Regent. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  has  distributed  the  memorial 
of  Miss  Cunningham  and  the  annual  reports  of  the  Association 
(1905)  in  the  public  schools. 

Received  from  the  St.  Louis  chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  $25.00. 
From  Mi€s  C.  A.  Graham,  $50.00,  for  contingent  fund. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 

Vice  Regent 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

Mount  Vernon  literature  well  distriibuted  througli  the  statey 

and    repeated  invitations    to    give    personal    reports    from    the 

Association,  testify  to  the  interest  in  my  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LETITIA  H.  WALKER, 

Vice  Rfl^sent* 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  little  to  report.    She 

kas  distributed  copies  of  the  memorial  and  tried  to  arouse  greater 

ihterest  among  the  young  in  the  Home  and  last  resting  place  of 

t]i6  Greatest  American,  hoping  that  this  may  bear  fruit  in  flie 

future.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 

Vice  Regent 

TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee  has  collected  the  $100  promised 
ibr  the  Washington  chair  from  the  Hermitage. 

Twenty-five   dollars  has  been  given   by  the  public  schools 

«t  Jackson,  Chattanooga  and  Milan,  the  balance  from  the  Vice 

Regent.  Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  inSATMAN  WEBB, 

Vice  Regent. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  has  undertaken  to  have  built  a 

brick  wall  at  the  north  boundary  line  of  Mount  Vernon.     Two 

i&undred  and  ten  feet  of  this  wall  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 

(984.05.     Of  this  amout  $150  was  contributed  by  Mrs.  Denby, 

Vice  Regent  for  Indiana.    Mrs.  Webb,  Vice  R^ent  for  Tennessee, 

has  offered  to  assist  in  this  work. 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Estes,  of  Texarkana,  has  given  a  beautiful  old, 
band-woven  spread  and  tablecover.  The  spread  has  been  turned 
over  to  the  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  to  be  used  on  General 
Washington's  bed. 

Copies  of  the  annual  report  were  distributed  and  ivy  plants 
have  been  sent  to  a  number  of  schools. 

Ten  dollars  has  been  donated  by  the  El  Paso  Chapter  of 
the  D.  A.  R.  Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Re^nt  for  West  Virginia  has  to  report  the  furnish- 
ing of  a  bed  room  in  the  quarters  as  a  loan  collection,  subject  to 
ber  disposition,  for  use  of  and  durii^  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
Vic«  Regent  for  that  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Mary  Custis  Lee  I  have  re« 
ceived  as  a  loan  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  the  following^ 
most  interesting  and  valuable  relics: 

A  window  lambrekin  whieh  hung  first  in  the  President's  house 

in  Philadelphia,  then  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  afterward  at  Arlington. 

•I 

It  was  taken  from  Arlington  in  1862  and  restored  by  President 
McKinley  a  few  months  before  his  death. 

Two  bed  curtains  embroidered  by  Martha  Washington  and 
probably  used  upon  General  Washington's  bed.  Taken  from  Ar- 
lington in  1862;  deposited  first  in  the  Patent  Office  and  later  in 
the  National  Museum  at  Washington.  Restored  to  the  family  of 
General  Lee  by  President  McKinley  only  a  few  months  before 
bis  death. 

I  have  received  from  Miss  Pellet  of  Richmond,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Susan  Pellet,  first  secretary  of  this  Association,  the  first 
Mount  Vernon  subscription  book  of  1855,  enclosing  notes  of  the 
meeting,  held  in  Richmond,  for  the  organization  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association;  also  drafts  of  letters  to  John  A.  Wlashington 
and  others.  Printed  appeals  and  leaflets  calling  for  contributionei 
to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  Mt.  Vernon  and  the  future  preser- 
vation of  the  Home  of  Washington.  Twenty-two  large  packages 
•f  colored  prints  of  the  equestrian  statue  of  Washington  intended 
for  sale  for  the  Mount  Vernon  fund.  A  handsome  mahogany  eard 
table,  owned  by  Mrs.  Pellet  and  once  belonging  to  General  WaA- 
ing^on  at  Mount  Vernon.  Two  very  beavy  ledger  and  journal  i>ook8 
in  leather,  handsomely  bound. 

From  Mrs.  Lyster,  of  Michigan,  a  historic  knitted  bed  spread. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  a  handsome  antique  bed- 
spread. 
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From  Mrs.  William  Boffin  Cox,  twenty  dollars,  to  aid  in  Hm 
pnrdiaae  of  Oeneral  Washington's  shaving  stand. 

I  offered  young  trees  from  Monnt  Yemon  to  the  A.  P.  Y.  A» 
iLMM>eiation  for  planting  at  Jamestown,  bat  the  sites  for  pxo* 
jeeted  memorial  monuments  being  undetennine^  the. trees  ooold 
not  yet  be  planted  there.  The  offer  of  Oouneil  was  appreciated 
and  thante  retuilied^ 

The  mirror  pres^ited  by  the  Yice  R^ent  for  Illinois  ha» 
been  hung  by  her  request  in  General  Washington's  bed  room* 
This  mirror  was  purchased  twenty-five  years  'ago  and  is  a  genuine 
relie,  having  belonged  to  General  Washington  at  Mount  Yemen.. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL,  Yice  RegenU 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  the  Regent  and  Yiee  Regents  of  the  Mount  Yemon  Ladies^ 
Association. 

•  .  -  • 

Ladies : 

I  (have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30,  1906.  In  point  of  the  number  of  visitors^ 
we  have  never  had  (except  during  the  year  of  Hhe  Grand  Amiy 
Convention,  1902)  so  large  an  attendance.  Our  bopks  record  over 
100,000  people  who  have  done  homage  to  Washington  during  theft 
past  twelvemonth — an  increase  of  more-  than  13,000  over  th« 
previous  year.  The  reduction  of  transportation  rates  by  the 
Boat  Company  doubtless  attracted  more  pilgrims,  and  in  great  part 
the  open  winter  bad  a  beneficial  effect. 

DISTINGUISHED  FOREIGNERS. 

Among  <the  visitors  of  especial  note  were  Count  Witte  and 
Baron  Rosen,  liie  Russian  Peace  Plenipotentiarieb,  Prince  Louis 
of  Battenberg,  Admiral  Edward  Seymour,  Admiral  Sir  Cyprian 
Bridge,  tftie  Imperial  Chinese  Commission,  Earl  Grey,  Governor 
General  of  Canada,  and  officers  of  tfhe  French  naval  fleet  recently^ 
attending  the  obsequies  of  John  Paul  Jones.  These  parties  were 
brought  to  Mount  Yemon  on  U.  S.  naval  vessels,  penmssion  to 
land  and  gratuitous  entrance  being  extended  by  your  Association 
to  these  ''guests  of  the  nation." 

The  resolution  of  last  Council  to  stop  the  landing  of  private 
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parties  from  government  boats  had  a  salutary  effect.  I  mailed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  President  u  copy  of  the  resolution  and  asked 
Ziim  to  repeat  it  to  the  several  departments.  This  he  seems  to 
liave  done,  with  the  desired  result. 

BOAT  CONTRACT. 

The  contract  arranged  by  the  Acting  Regent  and  special 
committee  (after  Ia»t  Council)  with  the  Mount  Vernon  and  Mar- 
shall Hall  Steamboat  Conupany,  Lmt'd.,  wenft  into  operation  June  1, 
1905,  (See  p.  75,  Minutes). 

The  regular  schedule  of  trips  was  continued  until  December 
1,  when  the  boat  was  withdrawn  for  its  annual  overhauling.  On 
March  1,  travel  by  water  was  resumed,  and  our  records  show  that 
the  old-time  popularity  of  this  route  has  not  abated. 

The  plan  of  collecting  our  entrance  fees  at  the  Mount  Vemoa 
vharf  I  find,  after  a  year's  trial,  to  be  unsatisfactory.  There  are 
tiwo  or  three  objections: 

{a)  The  congestion  of  crowds  at  the  wharf  gates  owing  to 
delays  in  making  change. 

(b)  Danger  of  gatekeeper  being  robbed. 

(c)  Necessity  of  extra  guard  at  wharf. 

If  possible  to  persuade  the  Boat  Company  to  resume  the  sale 
of  coupon  tickets  it  should  he  done  at  once. 

The  shallow  condition  of  the  channel  connecting  our  wharf 
with  the  main  6bannel  of  the  river  ]»  such  that  great  difficulty  ex- 
ists in  operating  a  boat  of  even  so  light  draft  as  the  Macaleater, 
especially  when  the  normal  tides  are  depleted  by  northwest  gales. 
On  two  or  three  occasions,  for  this  reason,  the  boat  could  not  enter 
this  channel.  After  consulting  the  U.  S.  engineer  officials  and  learn- 
ing that  nothing  short  of  a  bill  in  Congress  could  bring  us  rslief, 
I  laid  the  matter  before  the  representative  of  this  Congressional 
district,  Mr.  Rixey,  and  he  embodied  it  in  a  bill  for  the  improve, 
ment  of  Mount  Vernon  channel.  Whether  it  will  be  favorably 
acted  on  remains  to  be  seen. 

Before  mentioning  topics  of  more  general  character,  I  mast 
ask  your  indulgence  while  I  report  concerning  the  instructions 
handed  to  me  at  last  Council.  For  convenience  let  us  follow  the 
order  as  stated  on  page  55  of  the  Minutes  of  1905. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  SUPERINTENDENT. 


FROM  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS^. 

No.  1.  Ivy  was  planted  at  sun  dial  and  trained  to  cover 
pedestal. 

No.  2.  Similar  planting  was  made  along  the  brick  walls  of 
kitchen  garden,  the  bases  of  -the  coach  house  and  smoke  hooH^ 
and  new  wall  erected  at  North  Lodge  gate. 

No.  3.  The  lawb  space  between  stone  walk  and  the  north 
wall  of  flower  garden  was  graded  and  sodded  as  directed.  Hedges 
were  omitted  from  the  borders  by  subsequent  order  of  Aating 
Chairman  of  Grounds  Committee.  This  space  may  serve  a  double 
purpose  of  utility,  viz :  as  a  sunken  garden  in  summer,  and  where 
(by  quickflooding  in  winter)  our  mueh-needed  supply  of  ioe  mfty 
l>e  harvested.  Last  winter,  unfortunately,  was  too  mild  to  test 
this. 

No.  4.  The  ancient  locust  tree  which  stood  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  Man^on,  having  died,  was  removed  and  replaced, 
as  directed,  by  a  tulip  poplar. 

No.  5.  Over  a  hundred  young  trees  were  set  out  ^arly  this 
spring  where  the  Committee  on  Grounds  indicated  tihe  advisalfility 
of  filling  blank  spaces,  viz.,  bordering  the  road  north  of  the  floW]^ 
garden,  16  maples  and  8  elms;  along  the  lane  west  of  bam,  16 
maples;  at  the  foot  of  slopes  on  river  front,  15  box  elders. 

For  a  pleached  arbor  effect  over  the  sylvan  path  to  wharf, 
12  red  bud  (or  Judas)  trees.  In  the  borders  north  and  south  of 
the  bowling  green,  13  dogwood  and  13  Judas  trees. 

At  scattered  points  were  placed  the  following  miscellaneous 
list:  oaks,  beech,  ash,  sassafras,  arbor  vitaes,  butternut,  hickory, 
pin  oak,  mountain  aaOi,  etc. 

For  the  maples  and  elms  we  are  indebted  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  District  of  Columbia;  for  the  two  specimens  of  mountain 
ash  to  Messrs.  Siebrecht  ft  Son,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

The  six  arbor  vitaes  were  purchased  from  the  Berekman's 
nursery,  near  Augusta,  Georgia,  by  the  Vice  Regent,  of  New  York. 

All  the  other  trees  were  transplanted  from  our  nearby  woods. 

No.  6.  Through  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Forestry  I  have  sup- 
plied 168  applications  from  delegates  who  attended  the  last  For- 
estry Congress,  with  seedling  ostks  from  Mount  Vernon.    Looking 
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forward  to  tftese  ''special  gifts,"  and  to  hoped-for  orders  m  fa* 
tore,  we  started  a  nursery  of  forest  trees  by  transplanting  (doling 
the  winter)  over  1,000  seedling  oaks  of  three  varieties,  and  plfpi* 
ing  bushels  of  aeoms  for  sprouting. 

The  plan  of  sending  young  trees  and  ivy  to  Jamestown  was 
iM>t  forgotten,  but  after  eorrespondenee  through  the  Viee  Regent 
tor  Yiiginia  it  was  found  advisable  to  postpone  this  until  the 
Jamestown  grounds  are  more  definitely  arranged  for  the  planting. 

A  nmnber  of  seedling  oaks  were  mailed  to  the  Vice  Bageut 
for  Kansas  for  use  in  Hhe  parks  of  Ottawa. 

Count  Witte  and  Baron  Rosen,  Russian  Peace  Plenipoteit' 
iiarie»,  planted  an  Ash  near  the  old  tomb,  September  10,  1M5. 

His  Lordship  Earl  Grey,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  planted 
an  Ash  on  the  lawn  northeast  of  the  Mansion,  April  5,  1906. 

No.  7.  The  road  from  tAie  wharf  to  the  t<Hnb  was  graded  and 
reconstructed  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  McNamara,  a  noted  road 
builder.  A  base  course  of  six  inches  of  broken  stone  was  laid 
and  rolled  to  a  compact  thickness  df  5  inches;  next,  a  course  of 
red  clay  gravel  rolled  to  1  inchjihis  followed  by  a  medium  grada  of 
broken  stone  (as  a  Innder)  rolled  to  depth  of  1  inch,  and  again,  a 
2  inch  course  of  granite  grit.  As  a  finish  course  1  inch  of  Virginia 
blue  lime  stone  was  applied.  This  makes  in  all  ten  inches  of  stone 
Surface,  well  graded  and  drained  by  a  substantial  cobble  gutter 
with  side  reliefs  of  terra  cotta  at  proper  intervals. 

The  side  of  the  road  next  the  guard  rail  was  strengthened  by  a 
low  revetment  wall  hidden  (from  the  driveway)  by  grading  and  a 
covering  of  honeysuckle. 

Near  the  wharf  the  edge  of  the  road  is  sodded  with  myrtle 
and  spaces  adjoining  are  sown  with  lawn  mixture. 

In  this  connection  I  should  mention  that  the  most  prominent 
and  extensdve  stretches  of  the  broken  hillside  along  the  river  frant 
were  sloped  and  sodded  with  a  protection  of  honeysuckle. 

The  triangular  space  between  the  road  and  path  to  stone  step* 
is  made  more  attractive  by  an  assemblage  of  flowering  shrubs, 

A  rustic  seat  was  improvised  under  ttie  large  box  elder  tree 

near  the  wharf. 

No.  8.  Extension  of  the  water  plant  was  carried  into  effect 
by  Mr.  Archer,  as  far  as  laying  the  service  pipes  to  our  most 
distant  pasture  field  (on  the  north)  and  branching  therefrom  to 


2r 

fii»M>ly  o«ier  lots,  as  well  as  three  matins  occupied  by  employes. 
T\as  improTement  over  former  conditions  is  very  marked  and 
sially  appreciated  by  those  who  had  so  long  used  the  surface 
water. 

The  scheme  of  increasing  our  pumping  facilities  by  installing 
^iMiric  machinery  and  renting  the  power  from  the  Electric  Rail- 
way Co.,  I  have  thoi^t  best  to  wiftlihold,  for  the  present  at  leasts 
"ontil  a  more  independent  plan  can  be  demonstrated. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  re-line  the  reservoir  tanks  which  ar« 
located  in  the  apex  of  the  palm  house  roof.  These  tauks  htkr% 
been  in  constant  use  <the  past  nine  years j^pd  are  absolutely  essen- 
tial to^onr  water  ts^stem.!^-^  ^  :  -  ■  % 
.vc  No;  9.  A  notice  WW lepyiywuuusjSy^iWMitipiil'^a^  the  whar&rdd^JIng 
att^ntidn^  to  the  paymient  of  entrance  fees.  ' 

An  explanatory  tablet  was  placed  near  the  tomb,  reading  aa 
follows:  '*Wafiftiington's  Tonvb,  erected  1830-1831.  Site  and  ma- 
terial specified  in  Washington's  will.'' 

PROM  COMMITTEE  ON  MANSION. 

No.  1.  The  shingle  roof  of  the  Mansion  was  painted  with 
a,  so  called,  fire  resisting  paint,  and  darker  than  the  last  nsed. 

Roofs  of  the  east  portico,  library  porch,  colonnades,  wagon 
«hed,  and  palm  !iouse  were  likewise  painted. 

The  greenhouses,  gates  and  fences  near  the  Mansion,  and  the 
fences  at  wharf  were  painted  white,  while  the  wharf  pavilion  re- 
ceived a  coat  of  "Storm  gray. 

No.  2.  The  discoloration  of  the  Connecticat  room  ceiling, 
•eaaaed  by  leakage  throngh  a  sun  cracked  shingle,  was  corrected. 

No.  3.    The  ceilings  in  Quarters,  too,  were  repaired  and  leaks 

in  roofs  stoipped  wherever  discovered. 

No.  4.  The  window  and  latch  in  the  Minnesota  room  were 
repaired. 

FROM  COMMITTEE  ON  FURNITURE. 

No.  1.  The  wttslistand  in  Lafayette  Room  was  cleaiini  and 
vamicftied. 

lfo.'2.  The  very  fragile  odd  lace  curtains  in  the  music  room, 
'Vfere  rejected  by  professional  cleaners  as  being  toq  deHeate  to 
liandle. 

No.  3.  Small  ornaments  on  dressing  table  of  Delaware  room 
'^ere  readjusted. 
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No.  4.  The  spreads  in  Nortii  Carolina  and  Woe*  Vir^nia 
rooms  have  been  cleaned. 

A  suitable  <x)oking  range  with  boiler  attachment  was  pur* 
chased  as  per  action  of  Council— page  67,  Minutes,  1905. 

.  Woodlawn  furniture  offered,  as  a  loan  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Willis, 
and  accepted  by  Council  (see  page  59)  was  not  received,  after 
all.  Subsequent  correspondence  proved  that  the  loan  was  intended 
for  so  shoiti  a  time  it  was  hardly  worth  while  <to  make  the  -changej 
it  would  involve  in  the  Maryland  room. 

FROM  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 

No.  1.  In  the  bordens  of  the  kitchen  garden,  slieltered  by 
the  north  wall,  we  planted  such  sweet  'herbs  as  basil,  savory,, 
boivige,  'Wormwood  and  rue.  These  in  addition  to  lavender,  sage,^ 
thyme  and  sweet  marjoram,  which  had  been  growing  there  two 
yeans,  lend  an  air  and  odor  of  antiquity  to  the  old  garden. 

No.  2.  The  wall  fruits  were  more  carefully  trained  by  making 
fast  to  supporting  wires. 

FROM  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

No.  1.  Miasi  Cunningham's  letter  of  1853,'  regarding  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Yemon,  was  framed  in  double  glass  and  hun^ 
under  her  portrait  i|i  the  Family  Dining  Room,  according  to 
the  order  of  Council,  (see  page  67). 

A  matter  which  was  lef>t>  to  the  decision  of  the  Regent  and 
Superintendent,  viz:  the  moving  of  Vickers  house  to  a  less  con^ 
Bpicuous  site,  wa^  postponed  until  the  Regent  could  visit  Mount 
Yemon  and  choose  an  appropriate  location. 

So  much  for  the  '  *  instrucrtions. " 

Other  items  accomplished  are  a^  follows: 

BRICK  WALL. 

To  replace  in  part  our  boundary  fence  adjoining  the  North 
Lodge  Gate  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  was  authorized  to  have 
built,  at  her  expense,  a  substantial  brick  wall  sdmilar  to  some 
here  which  were  of  General  Washington's  planning.  Rather  than 
sacrifice  many  trees  growing  along  our  party  line  this  wall  was 
located  six  feet  inside  our  boundary  limit. 

Besides  saving  the  trees  it  seems  best  to  have  it  so,  because 
we  can  now  park  the  strip  outside  the  wall  and  make  it  attractive 
by  planting  there  evergreen  trees,  shrubs  and  ivy. 
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COAL. 

Taking  advantage  of  comparatively  low  prieea  I  ordertd,* 
early  in  May,  1905,  what  eoal  we  should  leqiaire  for  winter  i»e. 

Broken,  or  f umaee  coal,  was  purchased  at  from  $5.10  to  $5.20> 
per  ton,  while  the  stove  coal  cd&t  $5.40  per  ton.  These  prices  werr 
for  unbroken  carloads  shipped  direct  from  the  mines  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  our  north  gate. 

For  hauling  these  cars  from  Alexandria  over  their  line  tiim 
£lectric  Railway  made  extra  charges  of  course. 

TELEPHONE. 

Council  authorized  a  change  in  our  telephone  facilities,  look-- 
ing  fto  reduction  of  expense.  To  this  end  an  arrangement  wa* 
made  with  the  Soiftthem  Bell  Co.  on  the  hasis  of  a  toll  system 
instead  of  our  having  to  pay  $175.00  per  year  as  'before. 

With  the  Capital  City  Telephone  Co.,  we  have  unlimited 
service  in  Virginia  upon  payment  of  $2.00  per  month.  On  thiS' 
plan  we  save  about  $150.00. 

GUIDE    BOOK. 

The  Mount  Vernon  guide  book,  having  been  revised  by  the 
committee,  was  placed  in  the  iiands  of  the  publisher,  July,  1905, 
Not  until  November  did  we  receive  the  new  edition.  Thus  we 
lost  the  opportunity  of  sales  when  unusually  large  crowds  visited 
here  in  July  and  August. 

To  protect  our  interesls  in  thiv  look  I  had  it  <«i)yrighted 
in  the  name  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

POST  CARDS. 

The  post  cards  showing  Moufit  Venion  views  were  very  popu- 
lar, judging  from  the  rapidity  of  their  sale.  The  first  edition  was 
exhausted  early  in  April,  but  another  is  now  in  preparation  and 
will  have  some  better  views  of  principal  features. 

TOMB. 

Besides  painting  the  iron  enclosures  about  the  tombs  and 
relaying  portions  of  pavement  there,  no  repairs  have  been  neces- 
sary. 

Around  the  hdtae  of  shafts  marking  the  graves  of  '^  Nellie 
Ctttftas"  (Mrs.  Lewis)  and  her  daughter,  I  planted  white  myrtle 
which  was  kindly  brought  for  the  purpose  by  our  friend  and 
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neighbor  Mr.  Lewis  Oillingfaam. 

The   regular  occasion^  for  deoorating  the   tomb   were 
propria  teljr  observed.   On  May  30  a  Itands^mie  wreath  waa  reoeiTed 
irom  idle  White  House. 

Jane  15,  the  North  American  Tomer  Bund  (a  musical  society) 
Jeposdted  a  wreatih. 

December  14,  memorial  tributes  were  brought  by  delegates 
from  ihe  MASonic  lodges  of  FrederidEsbmg  and  AJezandria. 

December  25,  an  evergreen  wreath,  by  two  children  refM^eseni^ 
ing  a  school  at  Montreat,  N.  C. 

Peb.  22,  beautiful  floral  offering  from  Mexican  Ambassador. 

Aipril  19,  Children  of  American  Revocation  placed  a  wreatlt 
in  the  tomb. 

Apidl  -26,  a  similar  tiibute  by  officers  of  the  French  fleet 
•visiiting  tilis  country. . 

In  October  last  I  returned  to  the  Sigma  Chi  fraternity  on 
their  written  request,  the  stone  and  metal  tablet  they  sent  bers 
in  1892  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  ivy  planted  at  the  tomb 
by  tbem  some  time  before. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Council  declined  to  allow  the  tablet 
to  be  placed  as  they  desired. 

COACH. 

Another  article  withdrawn  was  the  old  carriage  presented 
to  Mount  Vernon  in  1894  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Brownfleld,  of  Philadelphiai 
jmd  claimed  to  be  one  which  (belonged  to  Washington.  A  year  or 
two  ago  Mr.  Brownfield  asked  Council  to  return  the  old  vehida 
to  him.     This  was  agreed  to. 

FARM. 

The  fanning  operations  have  been  looked  after  with  interest 
and  a  fair  degree  of  success.  The  experiment  with*  improved  yar> 
ieties  of  cowpeas  demonstrated  the  value  of  such  a  erop,  not  oi^y 
for  forage,  but  as  be)iefitting  the  soil.  The  whippoorwill  pea 
seemed  best  adapted  to  existing  conditions  and  we  harvests  an 
excellent  quality  of  hay  therefrom,  though  better  results  would 
iiave  followed  if  crop  had  been  sown  in  May  instead  of  June. 

For  late  pa^ure  these  {)eas  were  sown  on  com  land  afldr 
the  last  working.  On  removal  of  the  comi  the  cows  and  horsat 
bad  Hhe  advantage  of  this  nourishing  food  until  frost. 
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Aa  a  midsummer  supply  of  green  food  for  ihe  eowa  we  tried 
ieoBiiite,  and  were  well  pleased  with  it.  If  planted  eariy  in 
June  several  eroips  mav  be  obtained  ^fore  frost. 

We  made  90  Iranels  of  eom,  and  an  abundant  supply  <^ 
fodder,  besides  filling  the  silo. 

About  twelve  acres  were  ^wn  to  rye  where  pen  stubble  had 
been  plowed  under.  This  affords  good  early  spring  pasture  and 
die  i«sidue  we  turn  under  to  lighten  the  clay.  Crimson  clover, 
put  in  for  the  same  purpose,  did  not  succeed  as  was  hoped  it 
mi^irt^,  nor  did  winter  oats  do  well. 

The  (peculiar  succession  of  freezing  and  thawing  had  a 
marked  effect  on  all  the  winter  crops.  Spring  oasts  were  sown 
early  in  .April,  also  redtop  and  white  clover,  the  latter  oji  tha 
ToB^  lot,-iMiere  crimson*  clover  H^'miade  so  poor  a  showing. 

'By  growing  peas  and  rye  and  plowing  under  aa  much  of  it  aa 
possible,  this  with  frequent  amplications  of  lime  will  change  com- 
pletely the  character  of  our  dense  soil.  Much  compost  was  ob- 
iained  from  the  great  quantity  of  leaves  gathered  about  the 
grouids  and  mixed  witth  4>am-<yard  manure. 

drubbing  old  stumps  and  sprouts  along  the  edges  of  field% 
burning  brush  and  filling  gullies,  had  attention  when  other  mora 
important  work  could  noit  be  attempted  on  account  of  the  weaker. 
A  eeetion  of  the  farm  road,  where  it  joins  the  newly  surfaced  road 
from  the  wharf,  was  graded,  graveled  and  surfaced  with  ashes  so 
aa  to  •correspond— in  color— with  the  connecting  driveway. 

To  facilitate  the  hauling  of  the  great  quantity  of  honey- 
iSQckle  sod  used  on  the  river  front  laat  winter,  also  to  get  mudi 
drift-wood  along  our  shores,  I  opened  a  roadway  beyond  where 
the  sea-wall  terminates  at  the  noi^th. 

.  This  saves  long  and  laborious  hauling  over  the  hills  as  hei^ 
tofore  required. 

LIVE   STOCK. 

A  disease  whic^  was  epidemic  in  this  section  last  summer 
killed  ten  of  the  fifteen  young  Shropshire  ewes.  The  flock  should 
'be  increased,  for  I  am  convinced  the  pasturing  of  sheep  on  these 
lawns  is  of  great  benefit. 

The  ^le  of  the  old  fiock  netted  $105.00.  Six  calves  were 
«iold,  also  two  old  cows  and  two  deer. 
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From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  we  received  a  handsome 
short-horn  heifer  calf  bearing  the  name  of  Eleanore  Calvert. 

We  have  now,  in  the  way  of  live  stock,  six  horses,  two  moles,. 

five  cows,  two  heifers,  one  boll,  six  sheep  and  eighteen  deer. 

I  have  arranged  to  exchange  with  a  friend  somie  of  our  deer 
to  improve  the  stodk. 

GROUNDS. 

The  discouragements  experienced  ttieretofore  regarding  the 
condition  of  our  lawns  in  early  spring  have  been  lessened  in 
a  great  degree  by  the  result  of  an  experiment  made  here  last 
autumn.  The  turf  in  the  forecourt  was  hopelessly  filled  with 
Bermuda  grass,  which  our  many  attempts  failed  to  eradi^ate^ 
The  objection  to  this  grass  is  that  it  dies  off  on  the  surface  when* 
the  flnst  frost  comes  and  until  late  spring  the  earth  is  completely- 
bare  of  turf.  The  Vice  Regent  from  Georgia  explained  a  remedy 
followed  successfully  in  her  state  where  tftiis  Bermuda  gra8» 
flourishes. 

The  dead  grass  is  thoroughly  raked  off  and  the  soil  is  t1ieD> 
cut  deeply  with  a  sharp  harrow.  After  smoothing  with  rakes  per- 
ennial rye  grass  seed  is  applied  liberally  and  rolled.  Quick  to- 
start,  the  fresh  ^een  is  soon  in  evidence,  and  by  spring  the  roots- 
have  become  well  established,  as  the  spacetsi  west  of  the  Man^on 
now  show. 

Next  autumn  I  t^bink  it  would  be  advisable  to  treat  in  similaz' 
manner  the  lawn  facing  the  river. 

It  is  next  'to  impossible  to  so  control  the  throngs  of  visitors 
as  to  prevent  damage  to  the  turf  bordering  the  walks.  The  gravel 
is  harsh  to  the  feet,  and  naturally  people  will  walk  on  the  sod 
edges,  thus  breaking  it  irregularly.  Near  the  Mansion  this  ii» 
especially  noticeable — some  sort  of  curbing  should  be  used. 

Trinmiing  trees,  both  shade  and  fruit  trees,  had  attention, 
but  there  is  much  more  of  it  to  do  this  year.  Hedges  were  trimmed 
and  winter  killed  .portions  renewed.  Several  of  the  young  trees 
near  the  tomb  were  handicapped  by  lack  of  drainage  throu!?h  the- 
heavy  clay  where  they  had  been  planted. 

Deep  trenches  were  dug  and  filled  with  gravel  through  whi<it> 
the  surface  water  (after  rains)  could  quickly  filter.  These  blin^ 
ditches  were  found  to  be  of  great  benefit. 
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A  ktrge  terra  eotta  drain  was  laid  through  the  park  to 
the  river  and  the  unsightly  ravine  there  eloeed. 

We  whitewashed  fenees  and  some  of  the  walls,  hut  where 
a  is  intended  to  grow  ivy  the  hridks  efcould  not  be  treated. 

The  Washington  Lodge  of  Philadelphia  has  asked  permisnon 
to  plant  a  tree  at  Mount  Vernon  next  September.  This  waa 
gramted  by  the  Regent. 

GENERAL  REPAIRS. 

The  list  of  repairo  it:  so  long  and  of  such  miscellaneous  char* 
aeter  I  will  have  to  mention  each  subject  briefly. 

Briek  piers  and  heavy  timbers  were  placed  in  the  Mansion 
cellar  as  a  precaution  against  the  natural  depletion  in  strength 
of  the  old  structure^  and  to  resist  the  ever  increasing  strain  as 
the  years  add  'to  ifhe  num4>er  of  visitor?. 

Shingle  roofs  of  the  various  buildings  were  patched  anil 
painted. 

Eave  gutters  of  all  the  buildings  were  examined  and  renewed 
where  necessary. 

Greenhouses  were  painted,  sashes  reglazed,  and  staging  re- 
paired. 

The  metal  arch  and  the  woodwork  of  North  Lodge  Gate;  the 
ballustrade  on  east  portico  and  library  porch;  the  well  house  back 
of  kitchen;  the  dormer  windorws  of  Quarters;  the  lavatory;  screens 
of  doors  and  windows — all  were  painted. 

For  the  iron  fences  near  both  tombs  and  for  painting  boilers 
asphaltum  varnish  was  used. 

The  chemical  engines,  and  the  grates  of  the  heating  apparatus 
were  overhauled,  likewise  the  pumps,  flre  engines,  implements  an4 
hydraulic  rams. 

New  cellar  doors  v.ere  made  for  the  spinning  house;  new 
steps  for  the  comcrib;  a  new  floor  and  drip  trough  for  the 
kitchen  well  house;  also  new  floors  in  two  of  the  outbuildings. 

Incidental  -to  tibe  intst ailment  of  a  new  range  and  boiler  in  the 
kitchen  some  repairs  were  necessary  to  the  sink  and  the  plastering 

The  portable  bridge  for  landing  passengers  from  the  steam- 
boat was  reconstructed,  and  where  the  earth  filling  of  the  wharf 
erib  settled  stone  rubbish  was  packed  in  it®  place. 

A   portion  of  the  brick  wall  at  lower  side  of  the  kitchen 
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garden  required  underpinning  to  support  it. 

The  bridlk  pavements  too,  required  some  minor  oorrection. 

From  a  shed  in  the  barn-yard  enough  roofing  and  materiM 
'UttB  available  to  oonstrttot  a  <M>mmodiou6  poultry  houise. 

Two  of  the  farm  bridges  were  repaired  and  made  servioeabla» 

The  timber  lining  of  the  tunnels  was  looked  after  with  especial 
eare.  A  few  of  the  timbers  showed  signs  of  deterioration  and  were 
at  once  strengthened.  I  will  trei^  of  this  further  along  in  ^ 
hei  of  recommendations. 

RELICS. 

Under  this  head  are  some  items  of  interest. 

The  Oraik  chair  (left  by  Wairifingion— with' his  desk-ta  Dr. 
Craik)  was  purchased  during  last  Council/bUt  did  not  reach  Mount 
Vernon  until  May  22. 

A  French  hunting  horn  which  the  Marquis  Lafayette  pr6> 
sented  to  Washington  haf  found  its  place  at  Mount  Vernon  again, 
through  the  kindness  of  Judge  James  A.  Pearee,  of  Maryland* 

An  ivory  paiper  knife  and  a  shoe-horn,  vouched  for  by  Mzs. 
Eennon  as  having  belonged  lo  Washington,  were  depoMted  hare 
last  summer  by  a  lady  who  wishes  to  sell  them. 

From  Mrs.  J.  P.  Baldwin,  of  New  Orleans,  we  have  receiTed 
as  a  loan  a  locket  which  belonged  to  Nellie  Custis. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Blackburn,  of  the  District  of  Colunaiuay  haa 
given,  what  is  considered,  the  smallest  portrait  of  Wa^iingtaQ 
ever  executed.  I*t  is  a  microscopic  engraving  upon  an  ordinacy 
i^iiftstud,  done  by  one  of  the  inmates  of  Dartmouth  prison. 

In  1899  Dr.  Thos.  E.  Ridgway  loaned  to  Mount  Vernon  a  wttU 
preserved  Washington  letter.  This  he  has  now  withdrawn  in  ordar 
to  complete  his  private  collec^n. 

Since  last  Council  I  have  received  an  avalandie  of  lettaza 
from  parties  offering  relics  for  sale.  PriceB  were  in  moat  eases 
prompted  by  whait  the  Association  had  paid  for  the  desk,  chair  and 
shaving  stand,  and  were  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  character  ot 
articles  offered. 

Here  are  a  (few  of  the*  communications,  all  of  which  I  acknowl- 
edged and  referred  to  this  Council.     (Letters  given  to  Secretary). 

DONATIONS. 
I  mu&rt  not  omit  mention  of  <^rtain  gifta  received  as  followat 
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Nov.,  1905,  photoi  of  Wakefield  and  Sulgrave,  from  Mr.  W.  SL 
CoFtia 

Nov^  1906,  a  memorial  yolnme  descriptive  of  Waahingtoft 
Beeqni  CenteBnial  GelebratioiL  This  from  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Ken- 
driek,  of  Riiladelphia. 

Dee.,  1905,  a  Christmas  present  of  $100,  for  the  guards  and 
servants,  «ame  from  tiie  Vice  Regent  for  Califomift. 

Jan.,  1906,  through  the  Commissioners  of  District  of  Colum- 
bia, forty-two  trees  «were  given  to  us  for  planting  9iere,  while  from 
the  famouB  nurseries  of  Siebreeht  ft  Son  of  New  Boehelle,  N.  T., 
we  received  two  fine  specimens  of  mountain  ash. 

Feb.,  1906,  In  time  for  our  celebration  of  the  '^twenty-sec- 
ond'' came  two  handsome  National  flags,  given  by  a  niece  of  our 
lamenfted  friend,  Miss  MeFadden. 

April,  1906,  five  unique  engravings  of  Washington  were  pr^ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Wentworth,  of  Cambridge,  through  the  Vice  Regent 
tcft  Massachusetts. 

r6«jmmendations. 

What  I  deem  cnrstHifiiportant  for  your  considerartion  an4 
action  diis  year  are  as  follows: 

COMPLETION  OP  THE  DRAINAGE  TUNNELS. 

Two  years  have  elapsed  since  these  tunnels  were  constructed. 
Hieir  efficiency  is  self  evident.  Noft^hing  has  occurred  io  indicate 
the  necessity  for  any  future  alteration  in  those  drains,  but  there 
is  pressing  need  for  the  final  treatment  of  them,  because  the  timl 
ber  lining  will  soon  lose  its  power  to  uphold  the  weight  it  now 
bears.  Mr.  Archer,  the  engineer,  who  directed  the  original  con- 
stmdion,  has  submitted  a  i^an  for  perfecting  the  utility  of  these 
drains.  Briefly  it  is  to  fill  the  tunnels  with  gravel  rather  than  ts 
attempt  the  expensive  and  questionable  scheme  (at  one  time 
thought  advisaible)  of  lining  the  tunnela  with  concrete  masonry  sa 
as  to  leave  them  always  open. 

The  opinion  of  eminent  engineers  who  examined  into  this 
subject  concur  as  to  correctness  of  original  project,  first  class 
construction  and  wisdom  of  plan  for  completion  by  a  gravel  core. 

l^e  estimated  cost  of  this  woifc  apfproximates  $1,000. 

6T0RM  DRAINS. 
At  the  north  end  ef  fhe  deer  park  is  a  ravine  worn  to  eon- 
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aidera/ble  depth  already  by  the  volumes  of  surface  waiter  whieh 
pour  through  it  after  heavy  rains.  This  wearing  away  of  the 
hillside  may,  we  fear,  weaken  the  footing  of  clay  and  indiiee 
another  slides  To  guard  against  such  an  occurrence  a  laige  tern 
cotta  conduit  should  be  laid  there  and  the  unsighftly  ravine  be 
dosed.    The  cost  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $300. 

GREENHOUSE  TANKS. 
Nine  years  ago  the  large  tanks  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
(under  the  grenhouse  roof)  were  lined  with  galvanized  iron.  This 
lining  is  defective  and  must  be  renewed  without  delay.    I  have  s 
bid  for  this--|125. 

FOECE  PUMP. 
To  replace  an  equipment  which  is  obsolete,  by  a  gasoline 
engine  and  pump  for  forcing  water  from  the  artesian  well  seems 
advisable  on  the  score  of  economy  and  efficiency— $150  should 
cover  this  improvement. 

WHARF  REPAIRS. 

The  wear  and  tear  on  the  fender  piles  at  the  wharf  is  veiy 
great,  owing  to  the  grinding  pressure  of  the  boat  as  it  lands  and 
turns. 

I  have  estimates  on  this  work  which  consist^  in  procuring 
suitable  oak  piles,  driving  them  firmly  into  position  and  binding 
them  compacftly  with  wire  cables.  $250.00  should  be  allowed 
for  thia 

VICKERS  HOUSE. 
The  proposition  at  last  Council  to  move  ito  a  lees  oonsptenons 
location  the  dwelling  built  some  years  ago  for  the  housekeeper, 
could  not  well  be  carried  into  effect  them.    This  year,  however,  it 
can  'be  moved  if  a  suitable  i^aoe  for  H  be  dettemuned, 

MANSION  REPAIRS. 

My  eonstamt  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  Mount  Ysiikmi 
keeps  me  continually  on  the  watdh  for  trouble.  This  old  Mnnsjon 
has  borne  tihe  brunt  of  hard  usage  wonderfully  well,  bnt  ss  it 
was  never  expected — ^when  planned— thaft  H  would  be  sabjesM 
to  such  unnusual  wear  and  tear  as  of  late  years,  no  provision  was 
originally  made  iU>  resist  it. 

Looking  forward  to  very  large  crowds  ooming  here  in  the 
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near  future,  I  wish  to  renew  badly  worn  flooring  in  passageways 
and  to  strengthen  some  of  the  important  timbers,  to  make  the 
framework  more  rigid.  In  order  to  do  this  it  may  be  necessary 
to  deny  visitors  the  privilege  of  going  to  the  upper  floors  for  a 
few  days.  I  speak  of  this  because  the  publie  is  very  apt  to  ex- 
press displeasure  when  restricted.  These  precautions  are,  neirer* 
theless,  essential. 

DRIVEWAY. 

If  upon  your  inspection,  the  recent  road  work  near  the  wharf 
is  sufficiently  satisfactory,  I  should  advise  that  another  seotion  of 
^he  driveway  he  similarly  improved  this  year. 

FAEM. 

For  improving  the  farm  we  must  have  plenty  of  lime.  The 
•expenditure  of  about  $250.00  per  year  for  this  will  be  money 
well  spent. 

We  also  need  crtain  farming  implements.  I  hope  the  eommit- 
tee  on  >the  farm  will  study  our  requirements  and  asBist  me  In 
planning  to  the  best  advanrtage. 

What  I  have  mentioned  by  way  of  reeonunendations  will  re- 
-quire  fuller  explanations  after  the  committees  have  Ihad  a  ehanee  to 
ecmsider  each-case. 

EMPLOYES. 

The  list  of  employes  remains  practically  the  same  as  at 
your  last  annual  meeting.    All  have  tbeen  faithful  to  their  duties. 

Hammond,  the  guard  at  the  tomb,  failed  in  health  daring 
the  winter  and  I  furlonghed  him,  hoping  he  would  be  able  to  re- 
sume his  duties  by  now,  but  I  regret  to  say  he  is  no  better. 

CONCLUSION. 

Ii\  conclusion  I  must  thantk  you  for  your  kind  attention  to 
my  lengthy  and  prosaic  recital.  Trusting  that  my  efforts  may 
merit  your  approval,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARBISON  H.  DODGE, 
Res.  Secty.  and  SupL 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT. 
Ladies: 

In  s»bmitting  my  annual  report  I  am  glad  to  say  that  tY&rjr 
thing  has  progressed  favorably  daring  the  past  jrear. 

Plants  under  glass  during  the  winter  months  did  remadEttUy 
well,  and  outside  little  or  no  damage  was  done,  as  the  weather 
was  less  severe  than  in  former  years. 

The  increased  travel  has  enabled  me  to  show  a  slight  incieaat 
in  receipts — an  increase  in  cash  turned  in  to  Superintendent .  of 
#77.56  over  last  year. 

Receipts   for  the   year $831.02 

Expenditures  for  postage,  etc 16.27 

Cash  turned  in  to  Superintendent. .  .$814.75 

Orders  of  last  Council  have  been  carried  out,     lily  of  the- 
valley  multiplied  by  divisions.    Ivies  planted  as  borders  to  erapa 
myrtle  (beds.    Violet  borders  extended.    Ivies  planted  at  the  walla,, 
and  at  railroad  entrance,  etc.,  etc. 

Hoping  the  Council  may  find-  the  greenhouses  and  garden  in 
satisfactory  condition,  I  am,  dear  Ladies, 

Yours  v^ry  faithfully, 
FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN, 
Mt.  Vernon,  Va.,  May  10,  1906.  '  Head  Gardener. 


REPORT  OF  SEJCRETARY  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  1,  1906- 

Wrote  and  had  printed  sixty  copies  Minutes  of  Council,  1905, 
of  seventy-six  pages. 

Eight  hundred  copies  of  Reports,  sixty-one  pages. 

Cost  of  printing  $90.00 

Cheque  from  Regent  to  printer $90.00 

OFFICE  EXPENSES.     • 

Typewriting $11.75 

Assistant  5.25 

Expreesage,  postage,  stationery 36.46 

Summons  to  Council  and  envelopes  . .  * 1.25 

Total    $54.71 

Balance  on  hand  from  1905 17.00 

$37.71 

Cheque  from  Regent   $50.00 

Expenses  37.71 

Balance  on  hand  $12.29 

Distributed  five  hundred  copies  of  reports;  sent  the  remain- 
ing copies  to  Mount  Vernon,  with  twenty-one  copies  of  the  minutes. 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Mansion  Conmiaftte* 
the  other  members,  accompanied  Mr.  Dodge  on  an  interestiQg 

round  of  inspection  of  what  has  been  done  the  past  year  to 
render  the  old  Mansion  more  secure. 

The  committee  examined  the  increased  wear  upon  the  tiles 
of  the  front  veranda.  Many  of  them  have  been  turned  to  get 
a  «mooth  surface,  but  others  present  a  broken  appearaneeu  H 
lias  been  proposed  to  lay  down  rubber  matting  where  most  of  tlh# 
visitors  walk.  The  estimated  cost  of  rubber  mats  is  about  $600.00, 
and  they  would  probably  last  six  years.  This  is  a  matter  for 
Council  to  decide. 

In  the  cellar  more  than  forty  brick  piles  have  been  put  in 
recently  to  support  the  flooring  of  the  first  story,  and  beams  of 
Geoigia  pine  have  replaced  many  .of  the  old  ones,  and  wedges  of 
•late  inserted  to  shore  up  the  flooring  and  take  strain  off  the 
iimbers.  Same  measures  have  been  taken  under  the  stair  cases 
and  in  other  places  where  necessary.  These  supports  (have  been 
(fooilt  in  closets  and  other  hidden  places. 

A  necessity  may  arise  to  remove  flooring  and  timl>ers  on 
second  story  landing  in  order  to  put  in  iron  braces,  for  safety. 

In  the  kitchen  a  new  range  and  boiler  attachments  'have  been 

set.     The  floor  needs  to  be  repaired.     The  plastering  has  been 

replaced  wherever  broken.     On  all  the  small  buildings  the  eave 

gutters  have  been  renewed.  ALICE  HILL, 

Chairman,  pro  tern. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
FANNY   J.    D.    ROGERS. 

FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  finds  the  rooms  in  good  order,  and  make  a  few 
suggestions. 

That  where  necessar^r  the  furniture  should  be  polisAiedl 

That  the  white  dimity  curtains  and  covers  should  be  washed. 

In  west  parlor  finds  sofa  and  chairs  somewhat  soiled  and 
worn,  ^ggest  that  no  one  sit  in  this  room  and  that  the  iron 
gates  be  kept  closed  that  no  one  may  walk  over  the  Louis  XVI 
carpet,  even  during  Council. 

In  Music  Room,  suggest  that  clean  cards  be  placed  in  rooms 
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and  pietme   cords  be  carefully  examined  and  wben  necestaxy 
renewed,  especially  in  Banquet  Room. 

In  New  Jersey  room:  The  dressing  table  needs  two  bits  of 
weueering  to  be  replaced. 

In  West  Virginia  Room:  Two  bits  of  veneer  off  the  waah- 
iVtaud. 

In  General  Washington's  room.  Suggests  dimity  cover  on 
large  am  chair.  The  old  quilt  once  used  on  General  Washington's 
bed  to  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  who  will  have  it  repaired  and 
tfleanod  and  returned  to  Mount  Vernon. 

JBeg  that  in  summer  the  blinds  of  windows  be  kept  bowed  and 

sasliei  kept  down  to  keep  rooms  cooler  and  protect  from  flies. 

GEORGIA  P.  WILDER, 

Chairman. 
CHRISTINA  B.  GRAHAM. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGTa 

LIBRARY  OOMMITTEB. 

Your  committee  reports  the  books  in  the  library  in  excellent 

condition.     They   iLCi'ease   in   numbers   and   in   historical  value 

evejy  year.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

Acting  <3iairman. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 

GROUNDS,  SHRUBS  AND  TREES  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman  of  your  committee, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  the  recommendations  made  at  last  Council,  as  also  to  offer 
suggestions  for  the  work  of  tJhe  coming  year. 

The  new  road  from  tomb  to  wharf  is  completed  and  ib  now  a 
-dry,  firm  roadway  during  the  wet  season,  thus  proving  its  thorough 
construction. 

The  trees  advised  to  be  planted  are  doing  well;  there  were 
over  one  hundred  in  all,  and  promise  a  welcome  shade  in  a  few 
years. 

A  conspicuous  improvement  is  seen  in  the  sun&en  lawn  be- 
hind north  wall  of  flower  garden. 

The  ivy  planted  is  flourishing. 

For   the   many   details  of  work   done   on   the   grounds   your 
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committee  would  call  attention  to  our  Superintendent's  judgment 
«nd  unceasing  care  in  the  execution  of  the  inBtructions  left  hiik. 

Your  committee  begs  your  attention  and  decision  upon  the 
following  recommendations: 

First  in  importance  is  the  necessity  for  a  speedy  eompletioa 
of  the  tunnels  by  filling  with  gravel  to  insure  at  all  times  perfeei 
drainage. 

The  expert  opinion  of  all  engineers  oonfinns  the  plans  ot 
Mr.  Archer,  who  constructed  these  tunnels.  The  estinuvted  eost 
of  filling  and  finishing  is  $1,000. 

Tour  attention  is  called  to  the  constant  destruction  of  tlis 
sides  of  the  turf  bordering  the  circle.  To  prevent  this  a  border  of 
vitrified  brick  is  advised,  which,  being  colorless,  would  be  in* 
visible.    Co9t,  $250.00. 

In  t^his  connection  we  would  suggest  that  an  application  of 
fine  red  gravel  be  applied  to  the  road  around  the  circle  and  xoUad 
into  the  clay,  thus  by  hardening  the  clay  prevent  formation  of 
the  mud  which  is  now  tracked  into  the  Mansion  much  to  its  injury. 

The  wharf  needs  repairs  in  new  piles.  The  estimate  for  this 
work  is  $250.00. 

A  storm  drain  in  the  Deer  Park  on  the  north  end  where  there 
is  a  deep  ravine,  already  much  worn  away  by  surface  water  and 
threatening  a  land  slide,  is  greatly  needed.  A  terra  cotta  conduit 
laid  there  would  avert  the  danger  and  close  this  unsightly  rayix^e« 
Cost,  $300.00. 

The  cobble  stone  drains  at  side  of  roads  are  constantly  filling 
with  grass  and  needins^  cleaning  out.  We  would  recommend  a 
coating  of  tar  to  prevent  this  growth  as  also  to  prevent  the  un* 
settling  of  the  stones  after  heavy  rains.  This  method  is  in  use  at 
West  Point  and  otftier  Government  stations. 

There  are  gaps  in  the  privet  hedges  to  be  replanted.     Two 

spireas  to  be  set  out  as  indicated  near  the  road  to  the  tomb. 

To  plant  .persimmon  trees  in  the  Deer  Park.    This  fruit  is  eon* 

sidered  beneficial  to  the  health  of  these  iJiimals. 

SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON, 
Acting  Chairman. 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
CHRISTINE   B.   GRAHAM. 
ALICE  HILL. 
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GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  finds  everything  in  the  garden  and  green* 
house  in  excellent  condition.  The  directions  given  to  Mr.  Whelan 
have  been  faithfully  carried  out  and  there  are  only  a  few  additional 
directions  to  be  given  for  the  folowing  year.  An  extension  of 
the  privet  hedge,  which  is  on  the  (^posite  side  of  the  lane  in  the 
rear  of  the  quarters,  is  recommended  so  that  it  may  oveilap,  leav* 
ing  only  space  at  the  opening  for  the  entrance  of  a  wheelbarrow f 
■the  compk)st  heap,  hot  beds,  etc.,  needing  to  be  more  perfectly 
screened.  The  committee  advises  that  tihe  entrance  to  this  en* 
closure  for  a  wagon  be  made  from  the  other  side. 

Iron  corrugated  trash  boxes  are  recommended  to  be  plaeed 
in  suitable  positions,  for  the  collection  of  waerte  (>i^er,  etc.,  whidt 
accumulates  during  the  meeting  of  Council. 

(The  gardener  is  directed  to  substitute  pyrethrums  (golden, 
featherfew),  ivy,  and  cinnamon  pinks  for  the  grass  borders  now 
in  use  for  some  of  the  small  beds. 

In  accordance  with  directions,  Mr.  Whelan  has  corresponded 
wit>h  a  great  many  florists  all  over  the  country  in  endeavoring 
to  secure  some  plants  of  the  '^  York  and  Lancaster  Rose,''  to  grow 
in  the  Mount  Vernon  garden.  This  is  an  old  rose  thai  was  sup- 
posed by  Mrs.  Alice  Morse  Earle  to  be  extinct.  Mr.  Whelan  has 
secured  a  dozen  plants  from  a  Rochester  florist  which  purport 
to  be  the  '^real  thing.'' 

Miss  Comegys  has  also  secured  from  an  old  colonial  garden,, 
in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  two  plants  of  this  rose,  and  an 
English  gentleman,  Mr.  Colebrooke,  of  Brighton,  hearing  that 
we  were  in  search  of  this  old  rose,  sent  a  dozen  plants  from. 
England  to  our  head  gardener.  We  are  awaiting  the  blooming  of 
these  plants  to  see  if  they  are  living  up  to  their  ancient  pedigree,, 
and  we  have  great  hopes  of  being  able  to  make  a  specialty  at 
Mount  Vernon  of  this  old,  historic  rose. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Acting  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
^      ^  FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

/  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 

SARAH  P.   VAN  RENSSELAER- 
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THE  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 
The  committee  reports  that  they  find  the  ^rden  in  excellent 
order;  onions,  salad,  cabbage  and  asparagus  all  now  being  served 
to  the  Council.  The  .border  of  herbs  ordered  planted  at  the 
last  Council  is  a  great  addition.  The  committee  suggests  that 
currant  bushes  be  planted  to  correspond  witAi  the  gooseiberry 
bushes,  and  (that  the  York  and  Lancaster  rose  be  planted  in  the 
^rden. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 

Chairman. 

HARRIET.  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 
S.  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 

THE  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

The  Farm  committee  r^^orts  a  good  finding  in  the  condition 
of  the  fann.  There  is  a  field  of  red  clover,  which  later  will  be 
ploughed  under  to  enrich  the  soil,  which  certainly  is  very,  very 
poor  and  needs  much  manure  and  lime. 

The  water  supply,  contemplated  last  year,  has  proved  most 
successful  in  the  outlying  pasture  fields.  The  ''New  Era''  peas 
have  proved  a  valuable  crop  for  feeding  cattle  and  enriching  the 
•oiL 

The  committee  respectfully  requests  an  appropriation  of  four 
hundred  dolars  for  lime  and  manure;  two  hundred  dollars  for  the 
purchase  of  farm  implements,  such  as  seed  aower,  drill  and  feed 
cutter — all  most  necessary  for  good  farm  work. 

The  committee  is  glad  to  report  a  manked  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  the  cows. 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 

Chairman. 

ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE. 
GEORGIA  P.  WILDER. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

TOMB  COMMITTEE. 
A  careful  inspection  of  both  tombs  shows  them  to  be  in  good 
condition.    A  more  liberal  planting  of  ivy  on  the  walls,  and  the 
necessary  guards  to  protect  it  is  recommended.    A  uniform  color 


38 

to  the  lettering  on  the  panel  of  tomb  is  also  snggested.     The 

destruction  of  the  ^rass  plats  ih  front  of  the  tomb  hy  the  crowd 

of  visitors  is  to  be  deplored,  but  it  is  hoped  a  remedy  can  be 

snggested. 

The  committee  would  suggest  the  employment  of  another  man 

at  the  Tomb  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  grass  and  ivy. 

LETITIA  H.  WAIiKER. 

Chairman. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONK 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

FANNY  J.  D.  ROGERS. 

RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  has  received  from  the  Vice  Regent  for  Vir- 
ginia letters  and  pamphlets  which  have  been  returned  to  the 
Association  by  the  daughter  of  the  first  Secretary,  Mrs.  Pellet.  In 
the  package  we  find  the  first  subscription  book  kept  in  Richmond^ 
pamphlets  of  appeals  printed  in  1S55  and  1857,  and  a  few  letters 
and  newspaper  clippings  sihowing  the  work  done  in  states  first 
represented  in  the  Association.     These  will  be  placed  witfi  the 

other  records  in  the  Library. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  OOMEGYS. 

Chairman^ 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

In  the  absence  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee  any 

direct  action  of  the  committee  is  inappropriate,  but  the  Aeting 

Cbainnan  desires  to  give  the  notice  required  at  tihis  Oonneil  to 

secure   certain   amendments   and   additions   to  the  body  of  the 

by-laws  at  the  next  Council. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

Acting  CSiainnan. 

THE  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  edition  of  the  guide  book  being  exhausted  last  year,  when 
Council  met  it  became  necessary  to  get  out  a  new  revised  edition, 
which  the  committee  hopes  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  Conneil. 
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New  illustrations  have  been  substi'txited   in  several  eases,  and 

Hiere  have  been  a  few  alterations  in  the  text. 

Respectfully  submittedi 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONB. 

Chaiiman. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

Relics  found  in  good  condition.     List  of  those  offered  this 

jear  made  by  committee  on  Investigation  of  Relics. 

Mi^/S.  a.  P.  WILDER, 

A<sting  Chairman. 

POSTAL  CARD  COMMITTEE. 
As  the  need  was  felt  for  a  fine  quality  of  picture  {K>stal-  cards^ 
to  be  on  sale  at  Mount  Vernon,  a  committee  was  -  appointed  to 
select  views  and  styles  of  cards.  As  this  work  was  experimental, 
only  a  moderate  outlay  was  made,  and  a  limited  number  of  cards 
ordered.  These  were  exhausted  in  the  first  six  months,  and  with 
BQeb  finan-cial  success  thait  the  committee  feels  encouraged  to- 
double  the  expenditure  for  the  coming  year.  A  hundred  per  cent 
was  made  on  the  postal  cards  last  year,  and  the  committee  asks 
for  an  apipropriation  of  $500.00  for  the  coming  year. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
'  Acting  Chairman. 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 
'  HARRIET  C.  OOMBGYS. 

Appropriation  granted  by  Council. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 

Your  committee  reports  that  after  careful  examination  of 
▼arions  authoritative  treatises  on  parliamentary  rules,  such  as 
govern  legislative  and  popular  assemblies,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  certain  essential  differences  exist  between  such  assemblies 
and  this  Association,  making  it  desirable  'that  an  especial  code 
be  prepared  for  use  at  Councils  and  in  our  general  rules  of 
procedure. 

In  preparing  the  following  rules  for  examination  by  Cooneil 
your  committee  has  made  use  of  those  portions  of  established 
parliamentary  proceeding  which  are  adapted  to  our  Association^ 
indicating  them  by  quotation  marks. 


40 

The  conduct  of  affaire  at  our  Councils  can  i>e  successful^- 
cariied  on  only  when  the  matters  whi<Ai  are  to  be  <considered  an 
regularly  presented,  debated  and  voted  ux)on.  ''Business  done 
under  other  circumstances  is  imperfect  and,  perhaps^  illegal. '^ 

Therefore  I  would  like,  as  chairman  of  this  committee,  to 
impress  upon  you  the  supreme  importance  of  closely  following 
tbe  rules  you  adopt  and  of  emulating  those  associations  of  women 
where  the  authority  of  parliamentary  law  is  as  rigidly  enforced 
as  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Form  of  procedure  at  Councils: 

Order  of  business. 

Reading  of  Scripture  and  Lord's  Prayer. 

Roll  call  of  memlbers. 

Reading  of  Minutes  of  last  Council. 

Regent's  Report.  ^ 

State  Reports  in  alphabetical  order. 

Superintendent's  Report. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Oorrespondence  presented  by  the  Regent 

Read  by  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Correspondence  presented  by  the  Vice  Regents 

Read  by  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Correspondence  presented  by  tiie  Superintendent 
»  Read  by  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Consideration  of  nominations  for  Vice  Regents  at  last  CoandL 

Delay   in   confirmation   may   follow   a   request   presented  in 

writing  by  any  three  Vice  Regents. 

It  may  be  well  to  set  aside  a  morning  hour  for  hearing  reports 

from  committees  to  avoid  confusion  in  (keeping  the  minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Chnirman. 
ALICE  HILL. 

The  following  rei>ort  of  special  committee  on  beautifying 
grounds  at  North  Lodge  Gate  was  presented  by  Mre.  Maxey: 

The  committee  has  written  to  Mr.  Ffoulkes,  manager  of  tits 
Mount  Vernon  Railway  Company,  and  asked  him  to  send  a  diwir. 
ing  of  the  plans  for  the  station  as  soon  as  it  is  decided  on;  than 
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we  will  cooperate  with  the  railway  company  as  to  beaatifying 

the  grounds. 

Tlds  eommittee   respeetfully  asks  permission  to  take  ateps 

toward  securing  -the  three  acres  of  land  adjoining  Mount  Vernon. 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

Chairman. 
E.  W.  HARRISON. 
C.  B.  GRAHAM. 


In  Memoiry  of  Mxa  Abby  Ck>dwin  Winder. 

Our  flag  dies  at  half  mast  announcing  its  message  of  sorrow. 

A  sad  welcome  to  our  meeting! 

Death  has  claimed  another  of  our  members. 

There  is  an  empty  seat  at  our  board. 

A  telegram  to  the  Regent  from  Commander  Winder,  U.  S.  N., 
brings  the  sad  tidings  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Abby 
Oodwin  Winder,  Vice  Regent  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association 
for  New  Hampshire,  on  the  8th  of  May. 

A  weight  of  grief  lies  hidden  in  these  few  words,  for  never 
was  there  a  closer  bond  of  affection  than  between  this  mother 
and  son. 

For  us,  also,  there  is  grief,  deep  and  sineere;  for  us,  wlio 
for  sixteen  years  have  had  Mrs.  Winder  with  us,  a  loved  companion; 
friend  and  corfworker.  Her  vacant  seat  is  more  eloquent  than 
words.  We  listen  in  vain  for  her  voice,  ever  raised  to  suggest  or 
enfold  some  wise  proposition. 

Alas!  We  have  but  the  memory  of  her  laige  heart,  her 
active  mind;  her  wit  and  intelligence;  her  warm  affections;  her 
extensive  culture;  her  complete  unselfiafhness ;  her  rare  and  noble 
^oharaeter. 

May  her  example  and  influence  extend  to  us  and  move  job 
to  emulate  the  virtues  that  still  live. 

''None  knew  her  but  to  love  her. 
None  named  her  but  to  praise." 

MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Agues  Rogers  Goldsborongb. 

Like  the  odor  of  sweet  lavender  and  rosemary  and  the  fra- 
grant mint  and   thyme  i«   the  memory  of  our  dear  friend  and 
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associate,  Mrs,  Eleanor  Agnes  Ooldsborough. 

Of  high  courage,  tender,  loving  and  tme,  Mrs.  Goldsborong^ 
was  an  ideal  representative  of  a  passing  type  of  womanhood,  of 
which  the  world  is  perhaps  not  worthy.  In  knowing  her  and 
bearing  in  mind  that  she  was  the  great  granddaughter  Qf^ Martha 
Wasington,  one  could  not  question  the  influence  of  generations  of 
men  and  women  of  gentle  birth,  and  hig^  ideals  and  purposes  and 
noble  Hves,  nor  question  that  the  world  was  better  foi^  their 
living. 

It  was  my  privilege  several  years  ago  to  spend  some  days 
at  Ashby  Manor,  the  home  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
that  had  been  in  the  Ooldsborough  family  for  seven  generations,, 
and  they  were  days  of  refreshment  and  content  that  have  rested 
the  mind  to  dwell  upon  in  after  years.  A  spirit  of  love  and 
courtesy  and  old>time  hospitality  pervaded  the  household  that 
was  presided  over  by  a  Christian  gentleman  and  gentlewoman* 
^ose  of  us  who  knew  Mrs.  Ooldsborough,  when  she  first  came  U> 
Mount  Vernon,  remember  the  eager  enthusiasm  with  which  ^e 
threw  herself  into  her  work.  Then  with  what  courage,  indomitable 
will,  and  endurance  of  pain,  she  continued  to  come,  after  she 
became  lame.  Then,  after  her  dear  husband's  death,  hec,  life 
seemed  broken  and  strength  and  health  failed.  So,  the  last  time 
^e  was  with  us  it  was  only  to  say  words  of  parting  and  to  ask 
that  her  successor  be  appointed,  and  when  she  was  assured  that  h^r 
request  would  be  granted  she  was  content  and  satisfied.  Her  work 
was  done  and  when  sho  left  us  there  was  a  look  on  her  face  as 
though  she  had  seen  the  vision  beautiful  that  transcended  the 
things  of  time.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 


Hon.  C.  A.  Swanson,  Oovernor  of  Virginia,  named  as  member* 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  to  serve  from  April  11^ 
1906,  the  following  gentlemen : 

Judge  B.  T.  W.  Duke,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

L.  R.  Page,  Richmond,  Va. 

A.  L.  Warthen,  Front  Royal,  Va. 

W.  T.  Lewis,  Berryville,  Va. 

Charles  T.  Marshall,  Alexandria,  Va. 

These  gentlemen,  with  the  Oovernor,  were  invited  to  risit 
Ifonnt  Vernon  on  Tuesday,  the  15th  of  May. 
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The  Ladies  of  Council  greatly  regretted  the  absence  of 
Governor  Swanson,  whom  a  previous  engagement  prevented  from 
visiting  Mount  Vernon.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
present  and  represented  the  Board  of  Visitors : 

Judge  B.  T.  W.  Duke,  of  Charlottesville,  Va- 
Mr.  L.  R.  (Page,  of  Biehmond,  Va. 
Mr.  Charles  T.^Marshall,  of  Alexandria,  Va 
Mr.  W,  T.  Lewis,  of  Berryville,  Va. 

The  visiting  gentlemen  were  received  by  the  Begent  and  Viee 
Regents  and  afterward  taken  to  the  dining  room  for  a  lunch,  after 
which  they  visited  the  tomfb  and  grounds.  On  their  return  to  the 
Superintendent's  office  they  expressed  great  gratification  with  the 
measures  taken  to  preserve  the  buildings  and  grounds,  commending 
the  heating  and  water-supply  apparatus  and  drainage  system  in 
high  terms.  After  their  departure  by  second  boat  Council  was 
ealled  in  session. 


LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 
Mrs.   Ball,   chairman;   Mrs.   Walker,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mn» 
Sweat,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Bathbone. 

MANSION. 
Mrs.   Flandrau,   chairman;   Mrs.   Hill,   Mrs.  Harrison,  Mra* 
Rogers. 

FURNITURE. 
Mrs.  Conover,  chairman;   Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Graham,  MiM 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Comegys. 

LIBRARY. 
Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mm 
Conover,  Mrs.  Wefbb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Ratbbone,  Mrs.  Joha. 
iton. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS, 
Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  GraSiam^ 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Bichardson,  Mrs.  Denby. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 
Mrs.  Barnes,   chairman;   Mrs.  Ra;thbone,  Mrs.  Leiter,  lte» 
W^der,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Ytm 
Rensselaer. 
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KITCHEN  GARDEN. 
Mrs.   Harrison,   chairman;    Miss   Townsend,   Miss   Comegys, 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

FARM. 
Mrs.   Hearst,   chairman;   Mrs.   Harrison,   Mrs.   Wiebb,  Mii^ 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Bogen. 

TOMB. 
•  Mrs.  Walker,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Met. 
Mazey,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

RELICS, 
Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mit 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

RECORD. 
Miss  Comegys,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

BY-LAWS. 
Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Manderson. 

INDEX. 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 
Mrs.  Sweat,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Denby. 

PRESS. 
Mrs.  Wilder,  chairman;  Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Weibb,  Mils 
Comegys,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Harrison. 

GUIDE  BOOK. 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss  Longfellow. 

POSTAL  CARD. 
Miss  Townsend,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  WASHINGTON  RELIOS. 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Ball| 
Mrs.  Harrison. 


CONDENSED  REPORT  OF  FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  exam- 
ination of  the  Regent's  financial  statement,  and  of  bills  and 
vouchers  for  the  pasrt  year,  and  we  find  them  clear  and  correct. 

Your  committee  has  also  compared  the  reports  of  the  (Treaa- 
nrer  and  of  the  Superintendent,  including  the  accounts  of  iha 
Ptirser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports  them  entirely  correct  and 
satisfactory. 
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Total  receipts  for  year  ending  April  30,  1906 $39,794.72 

Total  expenditures,  year  ending  April  30,  1906 34,614.23 

Net  balance  in  bank,  May,  1906 $  5,180.49 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL,  Chairman. 
LETITLA.  H.  WALKER. 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 
JENNIE  M.  WIABD. 
ELIZABETH   B.   A.  RATHBONB- 


There  is  very  little  to  add  to  these  reports. 

The  Ivory  paper  Knife  and  Shoe  bom  sent  through  the  Vice 
Regent  of  the  Dist.  of  Columbia,  Mrs. ^Barnes,  were  purchased  by 
Council,  as  they  were  offered  on  reasonable  terms  and  were  fully 
authenticated  by  the  great  grand  daughter  of  Mrs.  Washington, 
(Mrs.  Commodore  Kennon  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  A  new  committee  of 
the  "Investigation  of  Washington  Relics '*  was  formed,  to  which  aU 
relies  offered  for  sale,  gift  or  loan  ^ould  be  referred. 

Thu9  ends  \^e  history  of  the  year's  work  of  the  Associatioa 
and  of  the  present  condition  of  estate. 

This  beautiful  Mount  is  paiH)  of  the  land  grant  of  5,000  acres 
to  John  Washington  and  Nicholas  Spencer,  made  in  1674.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  of  these  acres  descended  to  Lawrence  Washington, 
who  built  a  residence  upon  it  in  1743  and  named  it  Mt.  Vernon. 
Alb  his  death,  1752,  he  left  it  to  his  half  brother,  George  Washing- 
ton. After  the  death  of  Martha  Washington,  his  widow,  it  passed 
successively  to  Bushrod  Washington,  John  Augustine  Washingtoa 
.  and  John  A.  Jr.,  who  sold  to  tihe  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion 200  acres,  including  mansion,  tomb  and  wharf  and  adjacent 
buildings  and  grounds. 

This  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Association  to  preserve.    The  number 

of  visitors  this  year  has  exceeded  100,000.    The  road  to  the  wharf 

has  been  relaid  where  washed  out.     The  lawns  improved  by  new 

treatment  and  the  whole  place  is  in  such  excellent  condition,  that 

one  could  hardly  believe  that  so  many  feet  have  trod  the  soil 

around  the  tomb  and  over  the  lawns. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Secretary  and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas 
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COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VESNOK 
LADIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1873, 

Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned  1873,  Died  1874. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1858. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  C<)ra  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoelea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Alahama 

5.  Mrs.  Ca  t herine  A.  McWillie,  died  1873 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Marg:aretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1895,  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10    Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865 

Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867..'. Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861  ....    Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigtm 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hampshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

1869. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  WiUard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylvania 

27.  :Nrrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Sh's.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

30.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 Missouri 

31.  ^Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker North  Carolina 

1860. 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South   Carolina 
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1866. 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat Mains 

34.  Misg  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

35.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899 South  Carolinn 

36.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hiakman,  resigned  1867 Nevadm 

37.  'Mrs.  M.  A.  Steams,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1866 Texaa 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868. .  .District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.   Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873. .  .District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson €onneeticat 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 ^., .Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent 

MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN. 

Second  Regent,  1874-1891. 

Died  1891. 


Yiae  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 

1875. 

56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.   John   P.  Jones    Nevada 

1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward   Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1880 Vermont 
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"^^  •  1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow....  .T MassaehusctU 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 
63    Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson  Looisianft 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  RaUibone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentocky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delawmre- 

70.  Miss  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs,  Alice  Hill .Colorado' 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst  California 

1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906 New  Hampshire^ 

1891 

75.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laugh- 
ton,  second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

Third  Regent. 

Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904,  died  1906 

Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio- 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1893 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jereev 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb   Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902.  .Nebraska. 
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iS5.    Mrs.  William  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend  New  Yoric 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison    Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.   Thomas   S.   Maxey    Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  B.  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 

1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Ohas.  Denby  Indiana 

1905. 

96.  Mrs.  Fannie  J.  D.  Rogers Maryland 
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OFHCERS 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION. 


REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

Winter  address,  131  East  71st   Street,  New  York  City. 
Summer,  Box  647   Southampton,  Long  Island. 

VICE  REGENTS. 

MRS.  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  North  Carolina. 
MRS.  MAEGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Maine. 
MRS.  S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 
MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Washington,  D.  C. 
MRS.  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MRS.  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas.  ^ 

MISS  AUCE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 
MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 
MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 
MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 
'  MRS.  ALICE  HILL,  Colorado. 
MRS.  RiEBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 
MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  CaHfomia. 
MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 
MRS.  CHEISTINE  BLMR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jereey. 
MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  Tennessee. 
MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 
MRS.  CHARLES  C.  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 
MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 
MRS.  R.  D.  JOHNSON,  Alabama. 
MRS.  CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 
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MRS,  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PR3NGLE,  South  Carolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Maryland. 

MRS.  LEWIS  W.  IRWIN,  Ohio. 

MRS.  FRANCES  JONES  RICKS,  Mississippi. 

MRS,  MARY  F.  FAILING,  Oregon. 

MRS-  ELIZA  L.  LEARY,  Washington. 

MRS.  J.  CARTER  BROWN,  Rhode  Island, 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
ME-S.  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  PRINGLE,   "Chicora  Wood,"  Plantersville, 
Georgetown  County,  South  Carolina. 

TREASURER. 
MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.    HARRISON    H.    DODGE,    Mount    Vemon-on-the-Potomac, 

Virginia. 
MR.  JAMES  YOUNG,  Mount  Vernon-on-the-Potomac,  Virginia. 

RESIDENT  ENGINEER. 
MR.  JAMES  R.  ARCHER,  Mount  Vemon-on-the-Potomac,  Viigini* 


ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 
CHIEF  JUSTICE  FULLER,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
MR.  LEWIS  CASS  LEDYARD,  2  East  87th  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 


1907. 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  .of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  annual 
Council  on  Thursday,  May  16.  Eighteen  ladies  in  all  heinjj 
present. 

LADIES  PRESENT. 

Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Regent,  New  Yori, 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward^  Vice  Regent,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Ida  S.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  Christine  B.  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent,  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent,  Nebraska, 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Geoingia. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
Dear  Ladies: 

Again  we  meet  in  this  beloved  home  of  Washington,  dearer 
to  us  as  the  years  go  by.  As  we  arrive  here  again,  all  around  us 
breathes  of  ihe  beauty  of  flowers  and  trees  and  vines. 

Several  of  our  members  have  been  obliged  by  Grippe  to  re- 
main at  home.  Mrs.  Webb  and  our  dear  Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs. 
Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  in  Europe.  Mrs.  Leiter,  ia 
her  deep  grief,  could  not  be  with  us. 
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Alas!    one  of  our  circle,  dear  Mrs.  Denby,  has  been  taken  in 
the  Paradise  above,  where  all  happiness  surrounds  her.    Her  char- 
.acter  was  beautiful,  and  her  intimate  friend,  Mrs.  Hudson    will 
.tell  us  of  her  loving  nature. 

Mount  Vernon  is  in  its  greatest  beauty;  one  week  later  in 
May  has  given  us  a  charming,  tempting  climate. 

As  our  usual  Council  has  always  met  on  the  second  Thursday^ 
vwhich  happened  to  be  on  the  date  of  the  Jamestown  celebration, 
I  thought  best  to.  postpone  our  Council  till  the  following  week, 
-and  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  delegation  to  rep- 
. resent  Mount  Vernon,  as  surely  no  State,  but  Virginia,  is  more 
closely  identified  with  our  beloved  Washington^  both  by  birth- 
right and  by  the  glory  of  founding  our  country,  ruling  our  gov- 
.ernment  as  President  with  justice  and  dignity,  with  a  renowa 
acknowledged  by  even^  nation  of  the  globe. 

The  great  work  of  this  year  has  been  the  strengthening  of 
the  Mansion,  from  cellar  to  roof.  The  expense  has  been  large,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  'perfect  structure,  as  was  the  order 
of  last  Council,  no  detail  has  been  neglected.  All  this  work  was 
-accomplished  and  so  arranged  that  neither  Mansion  nor  grounds 
'Were  closed  to  visitors.  All  has  gone  well  upon  the  estate  throu;?h 
.the  year.  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  cows — $70  a  head— no 
iiew  cows  have  been  purchased;  meantime  we  are  using  excellent, 
pure  milk  supplied  from  the  herd  of  a  neighboring  farmer. 

Our  financial  affairs,  notwithstanding  our  large  outlay,  leave 
us  a  good  margin.  Obtaining  this  knowledge  from  our  Treasure:, 
I  felt  that  our  circle  of  workers  who  have  helped  to  restore  this 
place  (many  of  whom  longed  to  visit  the  Jamestow;i  Exposition, 
but  did  not  feel  justified  in  paying  the  always  double  or  triple 
'prices  of  this  trip),  I  sent  word  to  inform  the  seven  delegates  th&t 
their  expenses  would  be  paid  by  our  Association.  They  respondel 
most  gratefully.  I  then  appointed  Mrs.  Ball  as  chairman,  she 
being  a  resident  of  tiichmond,  and  she  has  spared  no  trouble  to 
make  it  a  great  success  for  her  co-Vice  Regents. 

The  visitors  of  this  year  have  been  less  in  number  than  tho^ 

of    last   year.     There    were   many   distinguished    and   interesting 

-visitors,  among  those  in  May  being  His  Highness  the  Maharajah 

Oaekwar  Prince  of  Baroda,  and  his  wife.    In  June  we  had  visitors 

from  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  when  a  hickory  tree  was 


planted  by  them  on  the  lawn  north  of  the  Mansion.  Later  came 
A  very  large  excursion  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
America.  In  Augu^t;  although  scarcely  a  day  without  rain,  the 
remarkable  number  of  eleven  thousand  (11,000)  visitors  was  regis* 
tered. 

In  November  the  Fraternity  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  brought 
a  maple  tree  from  the  campus  of  the  Miami  University  of  Ohio. 
It  is  placed  between  the  Tomb  and  the  wharf. 

In  February  floral  tributes  were  brought  from  the  Citizens 
Committee  from  Alexandria  in  honor  of  Washington's  birthday; 
also  from  the  Mexican  Ambassador  and  from  representatives  of  the 
Slavonic  Society  of  Moscow. 

The  usual  annual  gift  of  two  flags  arrived  from  the  Mac- 
Fadden  factories  in  time  for  the  22d. 

On  the  19th  of  April  the  Children  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion were  here  in  force,  and  our  Superintendent  gave  them  per- 
mission to  place  a  handsome  wreath  on  Washington's  sarcophagus. 

I  must  not  forget  that  on  the  15th  of  August  two  boxes  of 
•cut  flowers  were  sent  from  the  Mount  Vernon  garden  to  our 
Founder's  grave  in  South  Carolina. 

Our  ever  faithful  friend,  Mr.  William  F.  Havermeyer  uf 
New  York,  presented  us  witl^  an  original  map,  drawn  by  Wash- 
ington, of  the  Mount  Vernon  estate. 

A  copy  of  Bums'  poems  was  sent  us  by  Mrs.  Carnegie,  and 
from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Alabama,  an  engraved  sketch  of  Washing- 
ton. 

A  gift  of  five  volumes  of  ** Letters  to  Washington"  was  pre- 
sented through  me  to  our  Association  by  Miss  J.  Boudinot,  to  be 
placed  in  the  bookcase  of  Washington.  This  valuable  work  was 
collaborated  by  the  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 

The  brass  rubbings  from  the  Washingtons'  tombs  in  England 
^were  neatly  framed  and  placed  in  the  Library. 

From  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  D.  Pierce,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was 
received  a  quaint  old  music  book  entitled  "Anthems  to  George 
Washington." 

A  water  color  drawing  was  sent  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Peaeoek  of  Lon- 
<lon,  En^and,  of  the  Washington  Cottage,  at  Brington,  and  a  pho- 
tograph of  Sulgrave  Manor. 

Our  generous  friend,  Mrs.  Hearst  sent,  at  the  Christmas  holi- 


8 

days,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  ($110.00)  to  the 
servants  at  Mount -Vernon. 

The  amount  of  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  given  by  Council  ta 
old  Hammond,  the  late  ^uard  at  the  Tomb,  was  a  great  comfort 
to  him  in  his  last  illness. 

I  must  not  close  without  telling  you  that  a  gentleman  from 
Ottawa,  Canada,  asked  for  a  bit  of  wood  from  a  tree  planted 
here  by  request  of  His  Royal  Hi^ness  the  Prince  of  Wales  (nov 
,King  Edward  the  Seventh).  He  wished  to  incorporate  it  in  a 
book  case,  commemorative  of  the  Prince's  visit  in  1860,  to  be  seat 
to  the  King. 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  Boat  Company  has  resumed 
the '  selling  of  coupon  tickets,  including  the  Mount  Vernon  en- 
trance fee,  and  thus  we  are  relieved  from  the  unsatisfactory 
method  of  collecting  the  fee  at  our  wharf. 

The   health  of  our  officers  during  the  year  has  been  good, 
notwithstanding  intense  heat,  rain  storms  of  three  or  four  weeks 
duration,  and  finally  the  visit  of  Grippe. 

All  is  harmony  and  good  will. 

Among  our  employees,  two  of  the  men  left,  on  account  of 
bettering  themselves  by  higher  wages.  Others,  however,  were 
found  at  once,  and  all  is  peace. 

With  the  blessed  word  Peace  I  conclude  my  report,  adding^ 
loving  good  wishes  to  our  dear  circle  of  Mount  Vernon  sisters, 
with  the  hope  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  preserve  and 
strengthen  us  in  all  good  work. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 

The  following  memorial  was  then  read: 

IN    MEMORY    OF    MRS.    MARTHA    FITCH    DENBY,   VICE 

REGENT  FOR  INDIANA. 

Let  Mrs.  Denby's  last  letter  to  me  si)eak  for  her.  Aftei" 
expressing  her  reg^ret  that  illness  prevented  her  attendance  at 
Council  she  writes,  '*I  feel  that  to  attend  Council  is  a  sacred  duty, 
nothing  but  a  visitation  of  Providence  could  keep  me  away.  ^ 
hope  that  in  God's  goodness  I  shall  be  permitted  to  meet  with 
you  all  next  May,  and  that  none  may  be  missing  from  the  ciTc\^ 
I  feel  a  softening  of  the  heart  for  every  human  being  connected 
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with  the  dear  old  place.     Remember  me,  with  love,  to  my  dear 
colleagues." 

This  is  the  affectionate  farewell  from  our  dear  Vice  Regent 
f  01*  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Denby  ''in  God's  goodness"  passed  away  on  December 
26th,  1906. 

She  was  wont  to  say  that  the  crowning  honor  and  «pride  of  her 
life  was  having  succeeded  her  mother  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation. What  was  her  enthusiastic  love  for  Mount  Vernon  we 
all  know. 

A  woman  of  warm  heart  and  sympathy,  gifted  with  unusual 
mental  endowment  and  unfailing  energy,  she  was  well  fitted  for 
her  life  of  broad  association  and  activity,  both  in  fhis  country, 
where  her  husband— The  Hon.  Charles  Denby  filled  a  large  spare 
in  public  life,  and  also  in  China,  when  as  Minister  Penipotentiary 
for  the  United  States,  Mr.  Denby  represented  his  country  for 
twelve  years  and  was  Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 

In  all  these  prominent  positions  Mrs.  Denby  won  the  respect, 
admiration  and  love  of  all  within  her  reach,  particularly  in  China^ 
where  her  influence  was  far-reaching. 

From  this  brilliant  existence  Mrs.  Denby  came  to  us  with  her 
simple  tastes,  her  retiring,  unassuming  manner,  her  patriotic  de- 
votion to  her  duties  here,, a  true  woman,  unspoiled  by  success  and 
bfi]  py,  loving  and  beloved. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 


STATE  REPORTS. 

ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  visits  made  to  schools, 
and  the  distribution  of  Mount  Vernon  literature.  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Johnson,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  has  presented  to  the  Asso- 
ciation a  short  historic  sketch  of  Washington  which  was  compiled 
and  engraved  by  himself,  and  framed  in  solid  old  mahogany. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE  JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent. 
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^CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

I  must  plead  my  usual  excuse :  absence  from  my  country,  a« 
reason  for  so  meagre  a  report  of  work  done  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Beyond  circulating  reports  little  has  been  accomplished. 

An  attempt  to  plant  Mount  Vernon  ivy  at  the  puiblic  school 
in  the  village  of  Stratford  was  made. 

In  conjunction  with  Mrs.  Denby,  our  late  Vice  Regent  for 
Indi-ana,  a  carpet  has  been  'provided  for  the  Superintendent  s 
office. 

Following  request  of  council  to  continue  the  search  for  '*Los9- 
ing's  Life  of  Washington*'  I  have  simply  ascertained  that  this 
book  is  out  of  print.  Should  Council  so  order,  there  remains  tlic 
advertising  for  copies  of  the  work  in  ''Publishers'  Weekly, 
which  I  am  assured  would  bring  offers  from  dealers  in  old  books 
throughout  the  country.  The  cost  of  each  insertion  of  the  advcr- 
tisement  would  be  thirty  cents. 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Ver  Planck,  of  Fishkill-on-Hudson,  begs  leave 
to  supply  to  the  Mount  Vernon  garden  plants  of  the  York  and 
Lancaster  rose.  To  those  plants  attach  a  certain  interest  in  com- 
ing from  the  **  Mount  Gulian"  estate,  in  whose  mansion  General 
Washington  founded  the  order  of  the  ''Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

At  my  villa  on  the  Island  of  Capri,  Italy,  I  gave  a  reception 
on  the  22d  of  February,  which  was  well  attended  by  American  and 
English  residents.  Views  of  Mount  Vernon  were  distributed  to 
the  guests  assembled  under  the  folds  of  our  flag.  "To  the  Memory 
of  Washington,"  was  drank,  standing  and  in  silence. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware  has  no  report  of  work  done  in 
.  her  State  during  the  past  year,  but  she  is  glad  to  have  this  op- 
portunity to   tell  you  of  the  interest  which  Delawareans  hate 
shown  in  the  work  of  this  Association.    In  response  to  a  request 
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made  by  the  Delaware  Colonial  -  Dames  at  their  last  annual  meet- 
ing she  promised  them  for  their  plantation  of  historical  trees,  a 
young  oak  from  Mount  Vernon.  The  Vice  Regent  had  the  honor 
of  being  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Regent  to  rep- 
resent this  Association  at  the  Jamestown  Island  celebrations,  on 
the  eleventh  and  thirteenth  of  May. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS, 

Vice  Regent. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

As  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting,  for 
Mr.  Charles  Edge  worth  Jones,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  a  marble 
bust  of  Washington,  that  was  the  property  of  his-  grandmothei", 
Mrs.  Philoelea  E.  Eve,  the  honored  first  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia, 
and  which  Mr.  Jones  begs  to  present  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 

Association  of  the  Union,  with  his  cordial  compliments. 

« 

Through  the  kindness  of  our  beloved  Regent  I  was  one  of  the 
delegation  to  represent  the  Association  at  the  ceremonies  at 
Jamestown  on  the  11th  instant,  and  will  always  feel  grateful  to 
have  'participated  in  that  most  interesting  and  solemn  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER,       . 

Vice  Regent. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  fur  Kansas  reports  a  growing  interest  in 
Mount  Vernon  and  the  Association  throughout  the  State. 

Requests  for  information  about  Mount  Vernon  are  constantly 
bein^-  made  by  schcols,  clubs  and  libraries. 

The  annual  gift  of  one  doflar  from  the  patriotic  friend  of 
Mount  Veinon  at  lola,  Kansas,  is  the  only  money  received  and  Is 
held  in  the  Kansas  fund. 

The  oak  seedlings  sent  last  year  to  Ottawa  are  alive  and 
doing  well. 

Reports  have  been  distributed  to  historical  societies  and 
libraries  and  requests  for  files  have  been  made  which  I  could  not 
•iupply.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice  Regent. 
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KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  to  report  a  gift  to  Mount  Vernon  from  Mr.  Chariw 
Hand  Ball,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  «  small  lock  of  General  Wash- 
ington's  hair,  which  was  for  some  years  loaned  to  the  collection 
in  Independence  Hall,  by  the  owner,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hobart,  afterwards 
withdrawn  and  given  to  Mr.  Ball.  I  have  his  letter,  with  the 
history  of  this  relic,  which  he  wishes  to  present  to  the  Association.. 

I  also  wish  to  present,  subject  to  approval  of  the  committee 
on  relics,  a  teasjrccn  nrade  by  Paul  Revere.  This  is  one  of  a  set 
which  has  been  in  my  family  since  its  purchase  from  the  famous 
patriot  and  silversmith.  It  has  his  mark  and  there  is  no  donbt 
of  its  genuineness. 

I  also  present  to  the  Library  Committee  a  book  of  maps, 
published  a  hundred  years  ago  in  connection  with  a  life  of  Wash- 
ington, showing  the  several  operations  of  the  American  and  Brii- 
ish  armies  during  the  Revolution,  and  containing  an  interesting 
list  of  names  of  the  subscribers  to  this  work. 

I  am  gratified  by  the  deep  interest  shown  in  my  State  in  the 
work  of  the  Association,  being  constantly  questioned  in  regard  to 
it,  and  hearing  from  the  many  who  visit  Mount  Vernon  the  most 
unstinted  praise  of  the  beautiful  restoration  of  the  home  of  Wash- 
ington. I  have  also  received  several  gifts  for  the  Kentucky  room, 
one  being  $20.00  from  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 
ceremonies  of  the  11th  and  13th  of  May  at  Jamestown  Island, 
where  by  the  request  of  our  Regent  we  represented  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association.        Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 
I  have  but  little  to  report  as  I  was  uncertain  whether  I  won  d 
be  able  to  attend  Council  until  the  last  moment., 

I  distributed  to  our  libraries  and  newspapers  the  Mount  Ver- 
non reports  of  1906.  1  have  had  bound  the  minutes  of  the  Grand 
Councils  up  to  date  -3  volumes — and  also  one  volume  contamm? 
all  the  early  papt  is,  to  be  placed  in  the  Library  for  reference. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

IDA   C.  RICHARDSON, 

Vice  Regre^^- 


jjij. 
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The  bound  volume  of  early  papers  contains : 

Washington's  Will. 

Some  of  the  Secret  troubles  of  Washington,  when  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, read  before  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  De- 
troit, December  2,  1896,  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Clapp  Pitkin. 

Christianity:  the  key  to  the  character  and  career  of  Wash- 
ington. A  discourse  before  the  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  of  the  Union,  at  Pohiek  Church,  May,  1886, 
by  Philip  Slaughter,  D.  D.,  Historian  of  the  Diocese  of 
Vii^inia. 

The  Maternal  Ancestry  and  Nearest  Kin  of  Washington. 
A  monograph,  Washington,  1885. 

Geoi^e  Washington  as  an  Inventor  and  Promoter  of  the 
Useful  Alrts.    An  address  by  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D.,  1891. 

Hules  of  Civility.    Copied  by  George  Washington. 

ItfARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  reports  the  distribution  of  reports  and 
memorials  of  Miss  Cunningham  to  libraries  ^nd  private  individuals 
throughout  the  State.  In  all  cases  they  have  been  acknowledged 
with  interest.  Mrs.  Daniel  B.  Ridgely  presents  a  pitcher  portrait 
of  Washington  for  the  Maryland  room. 

Last  June  an  effort  was  made  to  furnish  ivy  plants,  for  the 
ceremonies  of  '* planting  the  ivy''  during  commencement  week  at 
the  Woman's  Collese.  Through  a  misunderstanding  the  plants 
were  not  used  and  were  afterwards  sent  to  Ashby  to  be  planted  on 
th«  grave  of  our  late  Vice  Regent,  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  requested  the  Trustees  of  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins University  to  plant  a  group  of  historic  oaks  from  Mount 
Vernon  among  their  shade  trees. 

Photographs  of  a  private  collection  of  Washington  relics  and 

miniatures  have  been  secured  from  the  owner,  a  descendant  of 

Mrs.   Washington,  and  if  acceptable  to  the  Relic  Committee  will 

be  given  to  the  Mount  Vernon  collection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

Vice  Regent. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  with  much  regret 
that    eontinned :  iUness^  prevents  her  doing^  any  active  worlr  for 

Mount  Vernon  at  ^resent. 
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As  far  as  possible  she  endeavors  to  keep  the  interest  in  the 
work  alive  in  her  State  and  the  reports  are  carefully  distributed 
every  year. 

She  takes  pleasure  in  offering  the  Association  an  Heraldie 

painting  of  the  Washington   Coat-of-Arms^  presented  to  Mooat 

Vernon  by  Mrs.  George  R.  Stuiart  of  Everett,  Massachusetts. 

Respectfully  submkted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW. 

Vice  Regent 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  generous  contribution 
from  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($300.00).  The  interest  is  stimulated  in  the  work  of  this  society 
by  the  able  officers  who  have  had  its  management  at  heart  from 
the  organization  of  the  Society  in  1887.  The  President  for  the 
past  year  was  Mrs.  William  J.  Chittenden,  a  woman  of  splendid 
qualities,  whose  active  work  on  Christian  and  ipatriotic  lines  en- 
deared her  to  the  community  in  which  she  lived.  It  was  at  her 
house  that  a  brilliant  entertainment  was  given  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last.  She  delayed  her  departure  for  the  South  until  after 
this  event  to  which  her  influence  and  presence  contributed  great 
success.  Mrs.  Chittenden  was  called  back  to  Detroit  prematurely 
by  the  illness  of  a  son  and  was  herself  taken  so  ill  on  the  way  that 
she  could  go  no  further  than  Chicago,  where  the  end  came  of  her 
beautiful  life. 

Mrs.  Chittenden's  successor  is  Mrs.  Arthur  Parker,  who  comes 
of  old  colonial  lineage  and  for  whom  it  can  be  claimed  that  she  i^ 
a  worthy  descendant  of  her  worthy  'ancestor  who  took  part  in  th© 
''Boston  Tea  Party." 

In  addition  to  the  three  hundred  dollars  contributed  by  the 
Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  a  check  for  fifty  dollars  was  sent 
as  a  contribution  to  the  Pohick  Church  restoration  fund. 

The  Vice  Regent  is  very  grateful  to  our  Regent  that  she  was 

permitted  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  at  Jamestown,  which 

were  very  impressive,  and  all  who  participated  were  made  to  feel 

that  they  were  celebrating  the  birth  of  a  free,  Christian  nation  in 

a  new  world.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBOUE, 

Vice  Regent 
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MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  annaal  donation  of  ten  dollars  from  the  Society  of  Colon- 
ial Dames  of  America  in  Minnesota  has  been  received. 

Reports  of  last  Council  were  distribated  in  my  State;  also  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  Historical  sketch  of  Miss  Cunningham, 
who  inspired  the  women  of  the  United  States  with  the  idea  of  the 
purchase  and  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice  Regent* 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  has  given  three  framed  photo- 
graphs of  the  Mansion  to  public  schools  in  St.  Louis.  Twenty- 
five  dollars  was  received  from  the  St.  Louis  Chapter  of  the  D.  A» 
R.;  also  fifty  dollars  for  the  Contingent  Fund  from  Miss  C.  A. 
Graham. 

The  Vice  Regent  was  privileged  to  take  part  in  the  beautiful 
ceremonies  at  Jamestown  as  a  delegate  from  Mount  Vernon,  and 
feels  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  express  her  full  ap- 
preciation of  the  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 

Vice  Regent. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for*  Nebraska  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  May  15th,  1907: 

Illness  in  her  family  and  absence  caused  thereby  has  pre- 
vented her  from  giving  active  attention  to  duties  in  connection  with 
Mount  Vernon,  and  prevented  attending  the  annual  meeting  held 
in  May,  1906. 

Many  of  the  citizens  and  (particularly  the  women  of  Nebraska 
feel  an  interest  in  the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  when 
the  facts  are  known  highly  approve  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Regents,  who  are  exercising  care  and  control  over  the  estates  of 
QeoTge  Washington. 

There  has  been  no  effort  made  to  collect  money  for  ^the  im- 
provement of  the  property,  but  a  voluntary  contribution  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars  was  made  by  Mrs.  Joslyn  of  Omaha,  an  apprecia- 
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tive  visitor  wlio  was  impressed  by  what  has  been  done.  This 
amount  has  been  turned  over  to  the  'Regent,  and  the  Vice  Regent 
asks  that  she  recognize  the  same  by  asknowledgement  to  Mrs* 
Joslyn,  and  that  the  amount  be  placed  in  the  contingent  fund  for 
Nebraska,  with  fifty  dollars  heretofore  collected. 

Respectfjilly  submitted, 

REBEKAH  S.  MANDERSON. 

Vice  Regent. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  has  very  little  to  report  from 
her  State  this  year,  as  she  has  not  asked  for  any  contributions. 
She  has  received  ten  dollars  from  the  Boudinot  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Elizabeth,  and  three 
dollars  from  otkci  friends  of  Mount  Vernon. 

She  has  iistribnted  copies  of  reports  to  the  New  Jorscy  His- 
torical Society  v^d  to  otbei  persons  interested  in  Mount  A  ernon. 
and  feels  sure  that  New  Jersey  will  always  respond  to  nuv  «»all 
made  upon  her  in  the  inte?est8  of  the  Association. 

Respectfully  sabmitted, 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

Vice  Regent 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  being  absent  in  Spain  last 
year  wishes  added  to  this  year's  report  the  valuable  and  interest- 
ing books  given  by  a  friend  to  Mt.  Vernon  *' Sentimental  ami 
Masonic  Magazine '*  from  July  1792  to  December,  1794,  inclusive, 
five  volumes,  George  Washington's  copy,  with  his  autograph  on  the 
title  page.  This  set  was  presented  to  General  Washington  by  the 
proprietor,  John  Jones;  and  Stephen's  Philadelphia  Directory  for 
1796,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vice  Regent  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  from  a  generous 
friend  an  old  china  Cincinnati  plate,  a  piece  from  the  service  pre- 
sented to  Washington  by  the  French  officers  at  the  time  of  his 
election  as  first  President  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  is 
the  same  set  that  passed  down  through  the  Curtis  family  to  the 
family  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  some  pieces  of  which  were  left 
at  Arlington. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  be  present  as  one  of  the  Vice  Regents 
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of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Regent  to  represent  the  Mooiit 
Vernon  Association  at  the  Jamestown  Island  celebration. 

Respectfully  sujbmitted, 

AMY  TOWN  SEND, 

Vice  Regent. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

During  the  past  year  the  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has 
distributed  a  number  of  the  memorials  to  Miss  Cunningham  to 
friends  whom  she  regrets  to  say  seem  to  have  a  lamentable  lack  of 
knowledge  as  to  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  in  1858  by  the  La- 
dies' Mount  Vernon  Association. 

It  has  been  su^ested  to  the  chairman  of  the  Prize  Essay  Com- 
mittee that  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  give 
Mount  Vemon-on-the  Potomac  as  the  colonial  subject  to  be  com- 
peted for  by  the  children  of  the  publie  schools  in  Pennsylvania. 

Early  in  the  winter  a  letter  was  received  from  England, 
written  by  Miss  E.  P.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia,  telling  of  an  old 
mirror  owned  by  the  descendants  of  Admiral  Thomas  Ball  Sulli- 
van, C.  B.,  who  captured  it  from  the  White  House  when  the  city 
of  Washington  was  sacked  by  the  British  in  1814.  The  accom- 
panying letters  will  give  the  history  of  this  interesting  relic  and 
the  willingness  of  the  heirs  to  return  it. 

The  Washington  bed  spread  ordered  by  Council  to  be  mend- 
ed is  again  at  Mount  Vernon,  repaired  and  cleaned. 

The  Viee  Regent  of  Pennsylvania  takes  pleasure  in  present- 
ing a  quaint  wrought  iron  iron-stand  with  the  head  of  Washington 
worked  into  it.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 

Vice  Regent. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  during  the  past  year 
endeavored  to  spread  a  more  accurate  understanding  of  the  sacred 
work  at  Mount  Vernon  and  to  arouse  in  the  children  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  State  a  patriotic  enthusiasm  for  the  home  of  the 
Greatest  American. 
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The  Vice  Regent,  through  the  kind  courtesy  of  the  R^ent  had 
the  great  pleasure  and  privilege  of  visiting  Jamestown  and  taking 
part  in  the  beautiful  services  at  the  presen.tation  of  the  restored 
church  of  the  first  settlers.  It  was  a  scene  to  thrill  the  coldest 
heart  and  will  always  be  a  proud  memory. 

Respectfully  smbmitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE, 

Vice  Regent 

TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  regrets  that  she  cannot  be  present 
at  this  Council  and  that  she  has  done  so  little  for  Mount  Vernon 
during  the  past  year. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Association  have  been  distribate<l 
throughout  the  State. 

The  Colonial  Dames  in  Texas  have  sent  a  contribution  of 
$25.00,  and  Miss  White's  School,  of  Austin,  $5.00.  The  money 
will  be  used  for  building  the  wall. 

Respectfully  su^bmitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has  received  twenty-five  dollar 
from  the  Old  Dominion  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  to  be  used  in  furnishing  dimity  hangings  for  General 
Washington's  bed  and  window  curtains. 

I  have  received  as  a  loan  one  of  Mrs.  Washington's  dmi^ 
room  chairs,  given  to  Dr.  Thomas  Miller  of  Washington,  D.  C,  »7 
his  old  friend  and  patient,  Mrs.  Tobjas  Lear,  widow  of  Washing- 
ton's private  secretary,  and  niece  of  Mrs.  Washington.  Tntf 
chair  is  to  be  placed  in  General  Washington's  bed  room,  and  ^ 
loaned  by  Dr.  Miller's  daughters,  Mrs.  Sterling  Maclay,  Mrs.  ^^ 
thur  Fendall,  and  Miss  Virginia  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  have  received  from  Mrs.  Lyster,  of  Michigan,  a  beafltifol^y 
netted  fringe  to  be  sewed  upon  the  ancient  bed  spread  presented 
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last  year  by  Mrs.  Lyster,  to  be  placed  upon  General  Washington's 
bed. 

I  feel  myself  most  highly  honored  in  being  appointed  by  the 
B^ent  chairman  of  the  Delegation  of  Twelve  Vice  Regents  to 
attend  the  celebrations  at  Jamestown  Island. 

I  have  submitted  my  report  as  chairman  of  this  committee, 
but  I  here  desire  to  record  that  in  Virginia  great  honor  was  ac- 
corded to  the  Vice  Regents  from  Mount  Vernon.  Governor  and 
Mrs.  Swanson  received  them  officially  and  entertained  them  royally. 
The  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  also  the  Society  of  Col- 
onial Dames  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  Association  for  the 
•  Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities,  each  gave  them  welcome  and 
place  of  honor,  and  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  took 
its  proper  place  ,in  this  great  anniversary  celebration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

Vice  Regent. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  desires  to  express  her 
great  pleasure  in  being  of  the  delegation  to  represent  Mount  Ver- 
non at  Jamestown  Island,  May  13th,  where  the  courtpsy  of  the 
A.  P.  V.  A.  and  of  the  National*  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and  of 
the  Virginians  whom  we  met,  was  beyond  all  expression. 

The  reports  and  some  cop\es  of  the  life  of  Miss  Cunningham 
have  been  distributed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent. 
Council  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Following  the  reading  of  the  State  report?  the  Superinten- 
dent, Mr.  Dodge,  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

April  30|^  1907. 
To  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents, 

of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Ladies : 

My  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1907,  which  I 
have  now  the  honor  of  presenting,  is,  in  many  respects,  not  so 
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gratifying  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  visitors, 
52,501,  was  8,556  short,  which  falling  off  may  have  been  due,  in 
great  measure,  to  two  causes,  viz. — the  new  interstate  commerce 
law  which  greatly  affected  passenger  traffic  by  rail;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  the  Jamestown  Exposition,  causing  visitors  to  delay  their 
pilgrimage  to  Mouiit  Vernon  until  this  year.  No  doubt  the  travel 
this  summer  will  more  than  compensate  for  the  deficit. 

MANSION  REPAIRS; 

The  most  important  matter  to  have  attention  was,  of  course, 
the  strengthening  of  this  building  to  withstand  the  strain  of  the 
increasing  numbers  of  visitors.  Immediately  after  Council  ad* 
joumed  I  arranged  with  Mr.  Bernard  R.  Green,  the  well  known 
engineer,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Pilling,  architect  and  builder,  to  make  i 
thorough  inspection  of  the  Mansion  with  the  view  of  determining 
on  a  plan  of  procedure.  These  experts^  made  a  careful  search  for 
defects,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  from  what  was  in  sight,  and  as 
a  result  of  their  preliminary  examination  they  reported  that 
while  it  might  be  wise  to  stiffen  the  framework  by  providing  extra 
supports  there  was  nothing  they  could  then  see  to  indicate  the 
immediate  necessitry  for  such  precaution.  It  was  decided,  how- 
ever, to  relieve  certain  pressures  by  inserting  several  steel  girders 
"where  most  needed  and  where,  fortunately  they  could  be  entirely 
hidden  from  view.  This  has  all  been  satisfactorily  accomplished, 
AS  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to  point  out  when  you  make  your  regular 
inspection. 

Space  in  this  report  does  not  admit  ol  a  detailed  description 
of  all  that  was  done  to  add  to  the  strength  and  durability  of  the 
Mansion. 

In  the  course  of  the  work  we  made  careful  notes  and  measure- 
ments of  every  timber  and  feature  of  original  construction  when 
revealed. 

From  these  notes  I  drew  a  plan  to  scale  and  have  made  a 
skeleton  model  to  enable  me  to  better  explain  the  character  of  the 
original  Mount  Vernon  villa  built  in  1743  by  Lawrence  Washing 
ton;  the  additions  made  (1785)  by  George  Wasbington,  and  the 
repairs  accomplished  by  your  Association  since.  It  should  prove 
very  useful  in  any  future  work  where  the  position  and  bearing  of 
important  original  timbers  enter  into  the  calculation. 

The  accomplishment  of  the  most  important  structural  repaits 
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was  followed  by  essential  work  on  ceilings,  walls  and  wood  trim- 
mings. •   ^ 

The  ancient  paneling  was  much  cracked  from  shrinkage  and 
unequal  settlement  years  ago;  the  stucco  ornamentation  of  the 
Dining  Room,  Parlor  and  Banquet  Hall  had  become  very  dry  and, 
in  parts,  loose. 

A  general  and  thorough  overhauling  of  all  the  lower  rooms 
(except  the  library)  has  restored  the  freshness  and  attractive  ef* 
fects  of  original  tints. 

The  paper  for  covering  the  walls  above  the  main  stairway  I 
had  to  order  especially,  and  in  doing  so  endeavored  to  reproduce 
the  exact  colors,  as  well  as  pattern,  of  what  Washington  saw  here» 
The  '* blocks''  for  this  paper,  you  will  remember,  we  have  copy- 
r^hted.  For  the  hall  and  stairway  near  Washington's  room  we 
had  a  supply  of  the  unique  paper  such  as  was  used  there  last. 

To  give  this  covering  a  firmer  contact  with  the  plaster,  at  the- 
same  time  strengthenings  the  plaster  to  resist  hard  usage,  cottoxr 
was  laid  on  first  as  a  base  for  the  paper. 

It  may  be  wondered  how  we  managed,  while  the  repairs  were- 
in  progress,  to  give  visitors  a  chance  to  inspect  the  house.  As  far 
as  possible  I  avoided  closing  more  than  one  room  at  a  time  and  not 
once  did  I  hear  a  complaint.  On  the  contrary  there  were  many 
commendations  for  the  effort  of  the  Association  to  preserve  Wash- 
ington's  home. 

» 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS^ 

Besides  the  special  and  very  absorbing  work  in  the  Mansion^ 
the  following  will  give  an  idea  of  what  repairs  were  required  im 
other  directions: 

Defective  shingles  (indicated  by  slight  leaks  in  some  of  the 
buildings)   were  replaced. 

Storm  damage  to  silo  roof  was  corrected. 

The  lavatory  tank  was  strengthened  and  a  new  bath  tub  found 
necessary.    This  room  was  painted. 

The  cellar  of  one  of  the  cabins  was  concreted  and  plaster 
walls  patched. 

Staging  of  greenhouses  had  to  be  rebuilt  and  soil  renewed 

as  usual. 

The  kitchen  cement  floor  was  resurfaced  and  the  walls  painted. 
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Calcimine  was  applied  in  the  lower  rooms  of  Quarters,  the 
•watch  room,  the  gate  house,  the  office,  the  upper  halls  of  the  Man- 
sion and  the  Spinning  House.  ^ 

Board  fences,  rail  fences  and  wire  fences  were  repaired. 

The  interigr  of  the  rose  house  was  painted,  also  the  roofs  of 
the  ice  house,  the  palm  house  and  some  of  the  sheds. 

Eave  i^utters  and  down  spouts  received  their  share  of  at- 
tention. 

Whitewashing  of  fences,  walls,  stables,  chicken  h'ouse,  cabins, 
etc.,  was  not  overlooked. 

Wire  screens  for  doors  and  windows  were  inspected  and  re- 
paired. 

A  non-freezing  pump  was  provided  for  the  kitchen  well,  and 
a  new  footvalve  was  attached  to  the  suction  'jipte  in  cistern. 

The  sentry  box  at  Tomb  was  repaired,  painted  and  provided 
with  a  small  stove. 

Hotbed  sash  was  reglazed  and  strengthened. 

Farm  implements  were  protected  from  rust. 

The  library  porch,  the  summer  house,  steps  of  smoke  hoiL^e 
and  other  buildings  needed  correction. 

Some  veneering  of  furniture  in  the  Mansion  was  replace.!, 
articles  cleaned,  an^  door  locks  overhauled. 

A  slight  change  in  the  boiler  connection  with  the  new  ranze 
was  necessary,  and  defect  in  kitchen  drain  corrected. 

Farming  operations  last  swisou  were  attended  by  most  dis- 
couraging conditions.  The  various  crops  were  planted  satisfac- 
torily but  the  unusual  prevalence  of  rain  rendered  proper  culti- 
vation out  of  the  question. 

The  rank  growth  of  weeds  choked  everything;  potatoes  rotted 
in  the  ground;  oats  were  ruined  by  rust,  and  for  want  o^  sun  bay 
could  not  be  cured. 

Eighteen  acres  of  com  yielded  but  4.')()  bushels.  The  oats  were 
not  worth  threshing  so  were  fed  in  sheaf;  twelve  acres  of  r^a 
hav  cured  out  onlv  half  of  what  it  should.  We  tlailed  considerable 
rye  and  saved  the  straw  f  (  r  bedding.  Fnm  six  acres  of  cnsila.i.c' 
corn  we  packed  our  silo  two  thirds  full.  Two  small  patches  of 
teosinte  were  grown  ex|  erinuntally  and  came  in  use  when  pas- 
tures were  exhausted.     In  the  autumn  I  made  two  sawinjjs  of  rye, 
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the  first  showed  an  indifferent  start  because  of  sour  soil;  the 
second  did  much  better.    This  spring  we  are  grazing  the  rye. 

Favorable  opportunities  during  the  winter  were  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  plowing  fields  intended  for  cultivation  tbis  year. 

The  need  of  lime  to  sweeten  tbe  soil  after  its  dren^ching  last 
summer  is  very  great.  Council  appropriated  liberally  for  lime  but 
we  could  not  ship  it  here  because  terminal  facilities  (Electric 
Railway)  for  handling  it  were  lacking.  There  is  prospect  of  a 
better  chance  in  the  near  future. 

The  bard-yard  compost  has  been  applied  to  land  where  corn 
will  be  planted,  also  to  the  gardens. 

Our  venture  in  cow  peas  as  an  improver  of  soil  convinces  ma 
we  are  wise  in  continuing  it.  Besides  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
roots  which  serve  to  convey  nitrogen  to  the  seed-bed,  the  hay, 
when  prope/'ly  cured,  is  exceedingly  nutritious  and  greatly  relished 
by  stock.  When  possible  to  convert  into  hay  (as  happened  heie 
to  part  of  our  crop  last  summer,  owing  to  rains)  it  makes  ex- 
cellent pasture. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

The  six  horses  and  two  mules  were  actively  employed  in  much 
varied  draft  work.  Two  of  the  horses  are  handicapped  by  age  and 
infirmities  incident  to  service. 

Our  cows,  upon  rigid  test,  we  found  not  up  to  the  standard 
and  four  of  them  were  disposed  of.  We  now  have  three  cows,  a 
heifer  and  bull. 

The  exchange  of  male  deer  was  accomplished  but  the  one  we 
received  died  during  the  autumn.  It  is  advisable  to  make  another 
effort  to  improve  the  herd,  and  to  this  end  it  would  be  well  to 
change  a  temporary  range  in  the  nearby  woods  and  allow  the  long 
used  park  to  recuperate  by  partial  cultivation. 

We  have  an  increase  of  but  four  Shropshire  lambs  this  spring. 
By  next  autumn  we  should  enlarge  our  flock. 

GARDENS  AND  GROUNDS. 
The  unusual  rainfall  last  summer  certainly  kept  all  vegeta- 
tion fresh  and  green,  while  it  likewise  hindered  the  blooming  of 
flowers  and  maturing  of  edible  plants.  The  celery  was  completely 
drowned,  com  and  tomatoes  did  not  ripen,  potatoes  rotted  in  the 
ground,  and  weeds  baffled  our  best  efforts  to  subdue  them     Al- 
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together  the  conditions  were  most  discouraging.  We  managed  to 
can  a  quantity  of  peas,  beans,  tomatoes,  etc.,  for  winter  use.  B^ 
fore  frost  came  the  fig  bushes  were  well  protected,  and  later  on, 
at  the  proper  time,  grape  vines,  shrubbery  and  trees  were  pruned. 

A  number  of  young  persimmon  trees  were  transplanted  to 
spaces  in  the  deer  park,  and  seven  good  sized  cedars  were  placed 
as  a  hedge  to  screen  the  house  occupied  by  the  Vickers  family. 

The  six  arbor  vitaes  ordered,  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Netr 
York,  from  nurseries  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  arrived  dead,  owing  to  di- 
lay  in  transit. 

Shortly  after  last  Council  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812 
sent  a  special  delegation  to  plant  a  hickory  tree  at  Mount  Vernon. 
The  Regent  having  given  her  consent  the  planting  took  place  on 
the  lawn  northeast  from  the  Mansion. 

The  little  beech  planted  by  the  Phi  Alpha  Chapter  of  the  Chi 
Omega  Fraternity  (in  1905)  did  not  survive.  We  planted  anoth2r 
in  its  stead. 

Another  secret  society,  **Phi  Delta  Theta'',  planted  a  mapie 
last  Thanksgiving  Day,  permission  having  been  granted  by  the 
Regent. 

To  better  mark  and  record  all  the  plantings  having  special 
significance  I  affixed  to  each  an  aluminum  disc  bearing  proper 
number,  a  corresponding  list  of  same  being  filed  in  the  office. 

In  front  of  the  Tomb  the  soil  was  enriched  and  ^vy  planted, 
training  it  to  cover  (eventually)  the  brickwork.  To  protect  this 
a  stout  iron  guard  rail  was  put  up.  Where  visitors  had  worn  away 
the  turf  new  sod  was  laid. 

The  difficulty,  heretofore,  vf  maintaining  proper  definition  of 
the  turf  edging  west  of  the  Mansion  has  been  overcome  by  con- 
structing a  brick  curb  in  design  confonning  to  colonial  usasr-?. 
These  bricks  are  imbedded  in  Portland  cement  concrete  and  pr> 
tected  against  frost  action  by  suitable  drainage.  In  placing  the>e 
curbs  I  w^as  <»areful  to  follow  original  border  lines  as  indicated  by 
the  formation  of  the  old  road  bed. 

An  improvement  of  the  road  surface  of  the  fore  court  has 
been  achieved  by  a  layer  of  fine  river-washed  gravel,  this  beii>^ 
firmly  packed  by  a  heavy  roller.  The  road  and  walk  leadinj? 
around  north  of  the  Quarters  we  graded  and  surfaced  with  cinder>. 
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The  tarring  of  cobblestone  gutters  was  postponed  until  I  could 
prove  the  efficacy  of  another  preparation  for  preventing  weed 
growth  So  far  my  experiments  with  ''Herbicide"  have  not  been 
entirely  satisfactory. 

The  care  of  the  lawns  keep  our  men  busy  from  early  spring 
until  late  autumn,  rolling,  trimming,  raking,  edging,  etc.  Where 
the  encroachments  of  Bermuda  grass  disfigure  the  turf  I  have 
continued,  with  the  encouraging  results,  to  sow  the  bare  space  with 
perennial  rye  grass,  thus  producing  a  green  effect,  which  hides  the 
blemishes  for  the  time  being.  The  leaves  gathered  from  the 
grounds  and  nearby  woods  during  the  winter  are  saved  for  bed- 
ding of  stock,  for  compost  and  for  leafmold. 

TUNNELS. 
The  completion  of  the  two  drainage  tunnels  was  accomplished 
early  last  summer  by  packing  them  with  washed  gravel,  thus  mak- 
ing them  permanently  secure  in  their  efficiency.  There  has  been  no 
diminution  in  the  streams  flowing  from  these  tunnels,  but  rather 
an  increase,  showing  that  more  of  the  subterranean  springs  have 
found  their  way  to  these  free  exits. 

STORM  DRAINS. 
In  place  of  the  rugged  ravine  extending  through  the  deer  park 
to  the  river  we  can  show  you  now  an  excellent  conduit  of  large 
Terra  Cotta  -pipes  laid,  with  conveniently  located  traps,  so  as  to 
carry  off  not  only  the  torrential  •  surf  ace  water,  but  also  several 
springs  we  have  blind  ditched  into  it.  The  value  of  this  work, 
was  demonstrated  by  the  long  wet  spell  of  last  season  which  af- 
forded many  oppoprtunities  to  prove  its  efficiency.  Thus  we  have 
prevented  further  undermining  of  the  hillside  and  the  probable 
starting  of  another  landslide. 

TANKS. 

At  last  Council  I  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  rencAviug  the 
elevated  tanks  located  in  the  apex  of  the  palm  house.  Th6  old 
ones  were  worn  out  and  leaking  badly.  The  estimates  on  which  I 
based  my  request  for  an  appropriation  were  later  found  to  be  in- 
adequate, and  in  order  to  secure  first  class  material  and  work- 
manship we  had  to  pay  considerably  more. 

To  meet  this  requirement,  which  was  imperative,  I  used  the 
sum    appropriated   for  an   improvement   to   our  pumping  system. 
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These  two  tanks  are  constructed  of  heavy  galvanized  iron,  braced 
and  riveted  in  iron  frames.  They  have  a  capacity  of  about  2,500 
gallons  each,  and  are  connected  of  course  with  our  water  mains. 

WHAHF. 

Protection  of  the  wharf  cribbing  called  for  the  driving  of  new 
•oak  piles,  as  fenders,  in  place  of  those  no  longer  serviceable.  This 
was  attended  to. 

The  boat  was  withdrawn  November  1st,  and  sent  to  Baltimo*"e 
for  thorough  repairs,  including  new  hoilers.  Daily  trips  were  re- 
sumed on  March  11th. 

So  unsatisfactory  was  it  to  visitors  brought  by  boat— the  delay 
incident  to  purchasing  entrance  tickets  after  reaching  our  wharf— 
the  Boat  Company  was  finally  prevailed  upon  to  resume  its  former 
system  of  selling  at  Washington  eoupgn  tickets  including  the  en- 
trance fee  to  .Mount  Vernon.  Our  lawyer,  Mr.  Darlington,  drew 
up  a  supplementary  agreement  to  cover  this  change  from  the 
lerms  of  the  contract  of  1905. 

This  has  been  signed  and  a  new  bond  given  by  the  Boat 
Company. 

COAL. 
Because  of  the  failure  of  the  Electric  Railway  Company  l> 
haul  our  coal  early  last  summer,  as  'promised,  we  lost  the  advan- 
tage of  lowest  prices. 

Being  finally  forced  to  the  alternative  of  shipping  by  river  U 
was  landed  on  our  shore  from  scows,  but  not  until  October. 

We  experimented  with  soft  coal  for  our  hot  water  system  and 
found  it  entirely  satisfactory.  The  prices  paid  last  year  were 
as  follows: 

White  Ash  Anthracite,  egg  size... $6.10  per  ton. 
White  Ash  Anthracite,  stove  size,  $6.75  per  ton. 

Bituminous  (soft  coal)  $3.40  and  $3.75  per  ton. 

* 

TOMB. 

The  usual  occasions  for  decorating  the  Tomb  were  appropriate- 
ly observed. 

In  addition  to  evergreens  and  flowers  placed  by  us  the  fol- 
lowing deserve  mention: 

On  May  30,  1906,  a  large  floral  wreath  from  the  White  House. 
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July  4th,  floral  tributes  from  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of 
America. 

December  14th,  Masons  from  the  lodges  of  Alexandria  and 
Predericksburg  brought  wreaths. 

February  22,  1907,  a  large  wreath  of  orchids  and  other  costly 
flowers  from  the  Mexican  Ambassador;  a  handsome  set-*piece  was 
brought  by  the  Mayor  and  committee  of  citizens  of  Alexandria; 
an  evergreen  wreath  by  a  representative  of  the  Slavonic  Society 
of  Moscow. 

On  April  19,  1907,  Children  of  the  American  Revolution  de- 
posited in  the  Tomb  a  beautiful  wreath. 

Among  the  large  number'  of  visitors  I  have  noticed  that 
foreigners  show  the  greatest  reverence  when  at  Washington's 
Tomb.  This  was  particularly  noticeable  when  (last  summer)  His 
Highness  the  Maharajah  Gaekwar,  Prince  of  .Baroda,  and  his  wife 
the  Maharana,  made  their  pilgrimage. 

On  August  15th,  Mount  Vernon  flowers  were  laid  upon  Misi 
Cunningham's  grave  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  This  fact  was  noted  with 
much  interest  by  the  Southern  press. 

INSURANCE.  * 
Last  June  all  policies  of  insurance  on  the  property  were  re- 
newed for  the  usual  period  of  three  years,  care  being  obseiTed  to 
place  the  same  with  the  most  reliable  companies. 

PORTRAITS. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Mai-yland  the 
Washington  miniature  (by  Peale),  loaned  by  Mr.  George  Stuan, 
was  |:roperly  cleaned  by  a  party  in  Baltimore.  It  was  promptly 
returned  to  Mount  Vernon  and  placed  in  the  cabinet  in  the  Ban- 
quet  Hall. 

For  greater  safety  and  to  afford  better  light  I  moved  the  Gil- 
bert Stuart  portrait  of  Washington  from  the  Banquet  Hall  to  the 
Music  Room. 

GUIDE  BOOKS. 

The  supply  c.f  guide  books  was  renewed  by  ordering  from  the 
publisher  another  edition  of  5,000  copies.  Some  changes  in  text 
and  illustrations  brings  it  **up  to  date.^' 

POST  CARD. 
The   large   edition   of  post    cards   authorized    at   last    Council 
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(while  not  entirely  up  'to  our  expectation  in  artistic  design)  met 
with  ready  sale.    An  improved  edition  is  now  being  arranged  for. 

GIFTS. 

The  following  gifts  to  Mount  Vernon  were  received  during 
the  year  and  acknowledged  by  me. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Havemeyer,  of  New  York,  a  framed  manu- 
script map,  by  G^eorge  Washington,  of  «part  of  this  estate. 

From  Dr.  C.  J.  Peacock,  of  London,  a  framed  water  color 
sketch  of  the  Washington  cottage  at  Brington,  and  large  photo- 
graph of  Sulgrave  Manor. 

From  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  a  copy  of  Burns'  poems,  dupli- 
cate of  volume  owned  by  George  Washington. 

From  Mrs.  Herbert  H.  D.  Pier<je,  of  Washington,  an  interest- 
ing old  music  book  entitled  ** Anthems  to  George  Washington.'* 

From  Mr.  Charles  A.  Johnston,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  a 
beautifully  engrossed  sketch  of  Washington's  life. 

From  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America  (Through  Miss  J.  J. 
Boudinot)  five  volumes  of  Letters  to  Washington. 

From  Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  U.  S.  Botanic  Gai- 
dens,  a  variety  of  plants  for  the  Mount  Vernon  garden. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Indian?,  a  handsome  carpet  for 
the  office. 

From  the  S.  McFadden  Company,  of  New  York,  the  annual 
donation  of  a  large  and  small  flag.  Similar  donations  have  beeu 
made  for  several  years  past,  the  flags  invariably  arriving  in  tune 
to  be  hoisted  in  honor  of  Washington's  Birthday. 

Several  tattered  flags,  worn  out  in  service  here,  were  sent, 
by  request,  to  the  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina  and  Alabama. 

A  gentleman  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  requested  a  small  bit  *'i 
wood  from  the  tree  planted  for  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  oi 
Wales.  Ibis  wf  s  granted  rnd  the  wocd  was  inlaid  in  a  souvemr 
box  to  contain  a  history  of  the  royal  visit  to  America  in  i860. 

This  spring  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  asked  the  privilege 
of  using  two  small  seedling  trees,  an  oak  and  an  elm,  to  plant  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio.     Granted. 

You  will  remember  we  received,  as  a  lean,  in  1904.  from  Mr. 
John  McHenry,  of  Ealtimrrc,  a  very  interest .'n 7  iriniature  •• 
General   Washinoton,  by  Biich.     In   September  of  last  year,  Mr. 
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McHenry  requested  that  it  be  returned  to  him,  and  I  accordingly 
handed  it  over  to  his  representative  and  took  his  receipt  for  same. 

DAY  LABORERS. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  enumerate,  in  a  report  of  this  char- 
acter, everything  on  which  the  day  laborers  were  engaged.  They 
grubbed  sprouts  and  weeds  from  fields,  cut  dead  timber  for  fuel, 
dredged  sand  and  gravel  for  concrete  work,  unloaded  <;oal  scows,  - 
plowed  for  and  cultivated  crops,  shucked  corn,  mowed  hay  and 
fodder,  mixed  compost,  burned  brush,  repaired  fences,  filled  ice 
house,  mowed  lawns,  raked  leaves,  dug  ditches,  repaired  roads, 
cleaned  gutters,  cut  and  laid  sod,  and  attended  to  all  the  team 
work,  except  the  daily  coach  service. 

Several  changes  occurred  among  the  regular  employes. 

Old  Hammond  died  June  24th,  and  was  succeeded  at  the 
Tomb  by  Braxton. 

The  engineer,  Anderson,  and  coachman,  Stout,  resigned  and 
their  places  were  filled. 

Last  Christmas  the  employes  were  made  happy  by  a  gift  of 
money  from  the  Vice  Regent  for  California. 

RFXOMMENDATIONS. 

By  way  of  informing  Council  as  to  what,  in  my  judgment, 
should  have  attention  during  <he  present  year,  I  will  mention  the 
following : 

ENGINES  AND  PUMPS. 

The  steam  fire  engine  which  was  installed  here  fifteen  years 
ago  is  about  worn  out,  and  so  is  the  force  pump  at  the  artesian 
well. 

For  an  *  *  ipp-to-date "  equipment,  capable  of  much  quicker 
service,  and  more  economical  to  operate  I  would  advise  oil  engines 
and  better  pumps. 

With  some  essential  changes  in  service  mains  to  reduce  fric- 
tion, the  estimated  cost  of  this  much  needed  improvement  *s 
placed  at  $1,535.00 

For  fhe  betterment  of  sanitary  conditions  in  the  cow  stable 
it  will  be  necessary  to  replace  the  present  wooden  fioors,  mangers 
and  drains  with  Portland  cement  concrete. 
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EMPLOYES  QUARTERS. 
I  would  strongly  advise  making  some  better  provision  for 
lodging  the  regular  employes  by  locating  a  set  of  quarters  at  suit- 
able points  entirely  out  of  sight  from  the  Mansion  enclosure.  I 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  retain  good  men  here  because  they  are 
not  content  to  live  away  from  their  families.  Six  or  seven  cabiai^ 
of  four  rooms  each,  would  solve  the  problem  and  relieve  the  crowd- 
ed conditions  now  existing  here. 

BOAT  CHANNEL. 
The  channel  by  which  the  steamboat  approaches  our  wharf 
has  become  so  shallow  from  accumulation  of  silt  it  is  difficult  for 
the  boat  to  drag  through  it  when  the  tide  is  very  low.  As  the 
Government  heretofore  has  attended  to  the  dredging  of  this  chan- 
nel, I  made  an  effort  last  winter  through  our  Congressman,  to 
have  the  River  and  Harbor  Committee  favor  us.  A  prehminary 
survey  and  report  was  ordered  and  I  have  a  communication  to 
that  effect  from  the  U.  S.  Engineer  in  charge  of  Potomac  River 
Improvements.  This  letter  indicates  the  improbability  of  the 
Government  doing  the  work.  This  subject  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  Council  and  a  suitable  answer  sent  If  the  Govern- 
ment, declines  to  aid  us  this  dredging  must  be  done  either  by  the 
Association  or  by  the  Boat  Company. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

There  is  much  work  of  miscellaneous  character  to  be  attend- 
ed to  this  year.  Some  plastering  in  the  upper  rooms  of  Mansioii 
should-  be  replaced.  The  paneling  and  walls  of  Library  to  l»e 
pointed  and  painted.  Some  of  the  outside  woodwork  needs  repair. 
The  paling  fences  on  garden  walls  inust  be  strengthened  and 
painted.  Shingle  I'oofs  of  the  two  seed  houses  must  be  renewed. 
Additional  recommendations  there  may  be  after  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  confer  with  the  several  committees,  but  the  fore- 
going seem  to  me  the  most  essential  for  present  consideration. 

I  trust  your  inspection  of  the  property  will  be  thorough  and 
that  what  I  have  done  will  convince  you  that  my  efforts  to  pro- 
serve  and  advance  the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon  are  unceasing. 

Thanking  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  for.  continued  confi- 
dence in  my  humble  endeavors,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
myself.  Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 
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The  Regent  presented  the  names  of  the  ladies  nominated  by 
her  as  Vice  Regents  for  their  respective  States,  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Irwin,  Vice  Regent  for  OJbio. 

Miss  Mary  Failing,  Vice"  Regent  for  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Eliza.  Ferry  Leary,  Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

A<5tion  was  taken  by  Council  and  all  were  confirmed. 

Council  adjourned  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.  Shortly  after  adjourn- 
ment Superintendent  Dodge  exhibited  to  the  ladies  on  the  piazza 
a  model  of  the  entire  building. 

GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

The  following  report  of  the  Gardener  was  accepted  by  Council: 
Ladies : 

In  submitting  my  report  for  fiscal  year  it  will  of  course  bd 
necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  unprecedented  weather  con- 
ditions  of  the  spring  months.  The  state  of  affairs  seriously  handi- 
capped us  in  our  garden  work,  and  hence  I  hope  any  shortcomings 
may  be  viewed  charitably. 

You  will  notice  I  am  sure  a  few  changes  in  our  dear  old  gar- 
den, which  I  hope  my  Committee  may  consider  for  its  betterment. 

In  front  of  N.  Y.  quarters  all  the  ragged,  narrow  grass  bor- 
ders have  been  removed  and  beds  edged  with  primrose  plants. 
Grass  borders  renewed  in  front  of  Kansas  quarters,  and  in  several 
other  places  in  the  garden. 

The  crape  myrtle  circles  edged  with  violets  and  primrose 
plants. 

Rigorous  winter  weather  and  decreased  travel  caused  a  re- 
duction in  receipts. 

Total  receipts  $627.15 

Expenditures  for  postage  on  orders,  postals  etc. . .     11.85 
Cash  to  Superintendent $615.30 

Sincerely  hoping  my  department  may  be  found  in  satisfactory 
condition,  I  am,  dear  ladies. 

Yours  very  faithfully. 
Mount  Vernon,  FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN, 

May  19,  1907.  Head  Gardener. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  FOR  YEAR  ENDINO  MAY  16,  1907. 

July22,  1906,  Received  from  Printer: 

53  Copies  Minutes,  1906,  72  pages. 

800  copies  Reports,  1906,  49  pages. 

Total  cost   $90.00 

Regent 's  cheque  to  Printer $90.00 

OFFICE  EXPENSES. 

Typewriting $11.75 

Expressage  and  postage    2d.6S 

Assistant   5.00 

Printing  citations,  postage 5.00 

Expressage,  manuscript  minutes '  .74 

$5L17 

My  cheque  from  Regent .$50.00 

Balance,  1906, 12.29 

$62.29 

Total  expenses  51.17 

Balance,  1907, ...$11.12 

Accepted. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

MANSION  COMMTTEE. 

It  would  be  superflous  to  mention  here  all  the  important  work 
done  in  the  Mansion  during  the  past  year.  The  Superintendent 
has  given  in  his  report  a  clear  and  detailed  account  of  what  has 
been  accomplished.  I  would  like  to  add,  however,  that  after  in- 
specting the  Mansion  from  attic  to  cellar,  the  Committee  recognizes 
the  importance  of  the  work,  and  the  very  excellent  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  carried  out. 

There  are  a  few  suggestions  of  a  miscellaneous  character  to 
be  made,  which  are  as  follows: 

1st.  The  plastering  in  the  Wisconsin  room,  as  well  as  in 
some  of  the  other  attic  rooms  requires  renewing. 

2nd.  That  the  ceiling  and  walls  of  the  Superintendent's 
ofl&ce  be  repaired ;  also  some  other  necessary  painting  and  plaster- 
ing be  done. 
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3d.  The  doors  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Mansion  require 
painting.  The  Committee  would  reconmiend  that^  should  there  be 
any  way  of  ascertaining  the  original  color  of  these  doors  the  re- 
painting may  be  in  Accordance. 

4th.  That  the  chimneys  on  the  Mansion  and  out-buildings  be 
painted  the  color  of  brick  and  pencilled,  instead  of  the  color  of 
the  roof  as  they  are  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Chairman 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
TRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
Report  accepted. 
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FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Furniture  Committee  has  gone  over  the  house  and  finds 
it  in  good  order. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  will  send  fresh  curtains  for 
the  Lafayette  room,  and  the  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  will  replace 
those  now  in  the  music  room  by  others  more  suitable. 

The  counterpane  taken  by  Mrs.  Harrison  to  be  cleaned  has 
been  returned  to  General  Washington's  bed.  It  was  in  such  a 
frail  condition  that  the  woman  claimed  seventy  dollars  for  a  sum- 
mer's work  in  darning.  It  was  beautifully  done  and  Mrs.  Harri- 
son herself  paid  for  the  work. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  the  disposition  of  some  of  the. 
pictures. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  hangings  and  bed 
covers  which  have  not  been  washed  this  year  should  now  be 
cleaned;  also  that  some  of  the  cards  on  relics  in  rooms,  now  soiled, 
be  renewed.  Also  that  more  candlesticks  be  supplied. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
HELEN  F.  CONOVER^  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 
Report  accepted. 
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LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  having  gone  over  the  books  oq 
the  shelves  in  the  Library,  and  made  changes  in  the  position  of 
many  of  them,  so  as  to  bring  the  books  into  plainer  view  that  be- 
longed originally  to  General  Washington  or  members  of  his  fam- 
ily. The  shelves  of  the  Library  are  being  gradually  filled  with 
valuable  books  contributed  from  year  to  year.  The  books  con- 
tributed this  year  pre: 

1.  Five  volumes  of  the  Sentimental  Magazine,  1794. 

2.  Stephens'  Philadelphia  Directory  for  1796,  presented 
through  Miss  Townsend  by  a  friend  living  in  New  York. 

3.  Three  bound  volumes  of  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

4.  A  bound  volume  containing  Washington's  Will;  Maternal 
Ancestry;  Christian  Character,  and  a  f-aper  upon  Wash- 
ington  as  an  inventor,  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice 
Regent  for  Louisiana. 

5.  The  Colonial  Dames  of  America  presented  through  the 
Regent,  Mrs.  Townsend,  five  volumes  of  Letters  to 
Washington. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 
HELEN  FIELD   CONOVER. 
ELIZABETH   B.   A.   RATHBONE. 
MRS.  R.  D.  JOHNSTON. 

Rejrort  aceefted. 


GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS  COMMITTEE. 

Madam  Regent: 

As  Acting  Chairman  of  your  Committee  on.  Grounds,  Trees 
and  Shrubs,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  suggestions: 

The  restoration  to  the  original  plan  of  the  "Bowling  Green,  ' 
time  having  gradually  destroyed  the  graceful  outlines  of  this  lawn. 

That   the  ** Summer  House**  be  put  in  order.     It  needs  re-, 
pairs  and  painting. 

A  new  ** Horse-Lawn-Mower"  is  needed,  price  $65. 

Portions  of  the  Road  from  the  Tomb  to  the  wharf  should  be 
resurfaced. 
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Engine  and  Force  Pump  for  more  efficient  water  supply^ 
Bhonld  be  provided,  cost  $1,530.00 

Paint  garden  fence. 
•    In  Washington,  16th  Street  has  been  renamed  "Washingtoor 
Avenue.''     Your  Committee  would  propose  that  Mount  Vemoa 
oaks  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  for  planting 
upon  this  avenue. 

To  plant  box  in  front  of  the  two  windows  of  the  office,  look— 
ing  south. 

To  plant  box  in  front  of  kitchen  windows. 

To  plant  box  on  feast  side  of  milk  house,  near  kitchen. 

To  plant  ivy  on  outside  of  sc^iool  house  wall. 

To  plant  Clematis  and  Virginia  Creeper  around  the  well  houses 
behind  the  Quarters. 

To  p^lant  ivy  on  garden  wall  on  both  sides  of  the  "Bowlings 
Green." 

To  plant  one  maple  tree  near  New  York  quarters,  to  finish 
out  the  row  of  maples  now  there. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  f&ithful  and  ad- 
mirable  manner  in  which  its  recommendations  have  been  carriecT 
out  during  the  past  year,  adding  beauty  to  the  grounds;  also  to^- 
the  excelknce  of  the  new  road  to  the  wharf  and  to  the  numerous 
details  that  prove  the  unceasing  care  and  unfailing  judgment  of: 
our  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Acting  Chafmnnr. 

IDA  S.  RICHARDSON: 
CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAML 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
Report  accepted.  / 

GARDEN  AND  GRiEENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Garden  and  Greenhouses  was  much  gratis 
fied  to  find  everything  in  this  department  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  box  hedges  and  shrubs  were  never  more  verdant  and 
beautiful,  and  the  healthy,  well  developed  buds  of  the  rose  busher 
and  peonies,  give  promise  of  a  mass  of  rich  color  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, which  the  lateness  of  the  season  has  delayed. 

The   Committee  was   particularly  pleased   with  the  excellent 
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growth  of  the  English  ivy  on  the  north  wall  of  the  quarters. 

1.  The  Committee  recommends  to  Council  an  appropriation 
for  fine  gravel  for  the  garden  walks. 

2.  The  Committee  also  recommends  to  Council  thorough  over- 
hauling and  repairing  of  the  greenhouses,  as  the  wood-work  in 
■some  places  is  unsound. 

3.  The  Committee  recommends  the  purchase  of  crocus,  snow 
drop,  daffodil  and  hyacinth  hulhs  for  early  spring  blooming. 

The  instructions  to  the  head  gardener  were:  1,  to  reduce  the 
width  of  the  violet  borders  one  half;  2,  to  have  the  nettles  up- 
rooted once  a  month  so  as  to  rid  the  fences  and  hedges  of  them; 
3,  to  substitute  English  ivy  for  the  ampelopsis  now  growing  on  the 
west  wall  of  the  quarters;  4,  to  dispose  of  all  of  the  very  large 
palms  that  cannot  be  planted  permanently  in  the  palm  house. 
These  large  palms  having  become  too  unwieldy  to  be  moved  to  and 
from  the  palm  house  in  the  spring  and  fall. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
EUZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Acting  Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
HARRIET  CLAYTON ,  COMEGYS. 
SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
Report  accepted. 

•   KITCHEN  GAEODEN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Kitchen  Garden  reports  the  vegetables 
and  fruits  in  very  good  condition,  and  recommends  that  the  fii?s, 
when  ripe,  be  offered  for  sale  to  visitors. 

The  piers  of  the  brick  wall  require  pointing  and  the  woodtm 
^steps  to  seed  house  needs  repairing  or  replacing.  The  roof  of  tool 
house   must   be  repaired,   also   the   paling  fence   painted  and    the 

hrick  wall  whitewashed. 

ELLEN    W.    HARRISON,   Chairman. 
SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE. 
HARRIET   C.   COMEGYS. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
Report  accepted.  .    ,         , 
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FARM  COMMITTEE. 
The  Farm  Committee  reports  that  considering  the  condition  of 
the  weather  during,  the  season  of  1906,  which  affected  the  cropa. 
in  all  of  the  Eastern  States,  Mount  Vernon  is  in  good  condition*. 
They  recommend  the  use  of  large  quantities  of  lime  on  the- 
Boil,  the  plowing  and  working  of  the  fields  near  the  bam;  the- 
sowing  of  peas,  red  clover  and  rye.  They  ask  for  a  fodder  cutter 
few  the  use  of  stables  and  cow  houses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.  HARJIISON,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLR. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

MARGARETTA  M.  BARRET. 
Report  accepted. 

TOMB  COMMITTEE.     ' 
Your  Committee  have  to  report  the  good  condition  of  botb 
tombs.     They  recommend  more  ivy  tcr  be  planted  in  front  of  the 
new  tomb  and  that  measures  be  taken  to  remove  the  red  paint, 
from  the  face  of  it. 

During  the  year  many  associations  have  laid  tributes  of  lovfr 
and  reverence  on  the  Tomb  of  Washington.  Just  before  the  as- 
sembling of  Council,  General  Kuroki  and  his  Japanese  suite  visit- 
ed Mount  Vernon,  and  with  impressive  reverence  placed  beautiful' 
wreaths  upon  the  sarcophagus,  and  while  Council  was  in  sessionr 
Duke  d'Abruzzi  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  home  of  the  great  Wash- 
ington and  reverently  laid  a  wreath  of  rare  flowers  upon  his 
Tomb.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Acting  ChairmanL 

EMMA  R.   BALL. 
FANNY  J..  D.  ROGERS. 
Report  accepted. 

RECORD  COMMITTEE. 
For  the  purpose  of  filing  with  our  records  your  Committee 
has  received  the  letters  relating  to  the  looking  glass  presented 
through  Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  by  descen- 
dants of  the  late  Admiral  T.  Ball  Sullivan,  of  the  British  Navy, 
and  also  the  letters  giving  the  history  of  the  '' Cincinnati''  plate^ 


38 

-once  owned  by  General  Washington,  and  presented  to  this  Asso- 
•=ciation  through  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 
.Another  collection  of  old  letters,  concerning  the  early  history  cf 
*our  Association,  has  been  found  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Connee- 
iticut.  These  will  be  examined  and  reported  on  at  the  next  Council. 
The  following  letter  recently  found  among  the  papers  left  by 
tthe  first  Vice  R«egent  for  Delaware  is  evidently  in  response  to  one 
^written  by  Miss  Cunningham,  our  first  Regent,  to  the  niece  of 
President  Buchanan,  in  which  she  has  endeayored  to  obtain  the 
influence  of  his  Cabinet  in  behalf  of  Mount  Vernon : 

Executive  Mansion,  Saturday,  December  11,  1853. 

^y  Dear  Madam : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  and  will  not  fail  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet  on  Tuesday  next. 
With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  remain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    HARRIET  R.  LANE. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
HARRIET  CLAYTON  iCOMEGYS,  Chairman 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 
JENNIE  M.  WARD. 
Report  accepted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 
No  report. 

<  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

"It  "became  necessary  for  the  Committee  to  order  a  new  edi- 
tion of  5,000  copies  of  the  Guide  Book  in  January.  The  new 
edition  has  several  additional  pages  and  pictures  which  make  it 
more  complete  and  satisfactory.    The  Guide  Book  is  copyrighted 
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in   the  name   of   the   Association.     The   price   of   the   edition    is 
^50,00,  making  each  copy  cost  the  Association  fifteen  cents,  and 
38  they  are  sold  for  twenty-five  cents,  there  is  a  profit  on  e^ch 
l>ook  of  ten  cents  to  the  Association. 
^  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
Report  accepted. 


89 
EELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  opened  each  case  and  examined  and  verifidd 
each  relic  according  to  list  in  said  case;  found  nothing  missing. 
All  has  been  cleaned  and  replaced  and  left  in  perfect  order.  We 
added  to  list  the  few  new  relics  handed  in  or  loaned. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman 
GEORGIA  P.  WILDER. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE. 

Report  accepted. 

» 

Relics  given  in  1907: 

A  lock  of  Washington's  hair,  presented  through  the  Vice 
Regent  for  Kentucky  by  Mr.  Charles  Hand  Ball,  of  Philadelphia* 

A  Paul  Revere  spoon,  presented  by  Mrs.  Barret  of  Kentucky. 

A  ** Society  of  the  Cincinnati"  plate,  from  the  Library  'f 
John  Fiske,  presented  through  Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent, 
for  New  York.  This  plate  is  from  the  service  presented  to  Wash- 
ington by  the  French  officers  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  first 
President  of  thfe  Order  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  is  one  of  the  same 
set  which  passed  down  through  the  Custis  family. 

POST  CARD  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Cards  has* to  report  that  after  looking 
over  samples  of  Mount  Vernon  cards  shown  by  Messrs.  Leet 
Brothers,  we  have  selected  what  would  seem  best  calculated  to 
serve  our  purpose  of  meeting  the  public  demand. 

Messrs.  Leet  Brothers,  who  propose  to  arrange,  as  was  agreed 
upon,  have  sent  a  statement  showing  the  cost  and  the  profit  which 
would  come  to  us  from  the  sale. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH   B.   A.   RATHBONE. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PAFILIAMENTARY  LAW. 
The  Committee  reports  acceptance  of  **Form  of  Procedure  at 
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Councils''  and  ''Rules  of  Order"  as  printed  in  this  year's  Min- 
utes (1907). 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  B.  MANDERSON,  Chairmaiu 
Report  accepted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  OF  RELICS. 

This  Committee  reports  that  it  will  acknowledge  politely,  but 
decline  all  offers  made  for  the  sale  of  Washington  relies,  at  this 
Council,  as  it  desires  to  concentrate  its  interest  on  the  purchase 
of  the  old  Washington  Family  Bible,  which  contains  the  entries 
of  his  father's  and  mother's  marriage,  and  his  birth,  baptism  and 
marriage.  The  Committee  strongly  recommends  to  Couneil  the 
purchase  of  this  Bible>  which  is  on  sale  at  Dodd,  Meade  &  Co's^ 
New  York.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

GEO-^GLA.  PAGE  WILDER. 

Report  accepted. 

INDEX  COMMITTEE. 
No  report. 

PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  made  a  verbal  report  that  the  names  of  the 
Vice  Regents  attending  Council,  and  list  of  gifts  had  been  sent 
to  papers  in  Washington  and  elsewhere. 

Report  accepted. 

CONDENSED   REPORT   OF  FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

Total  Receipts  for  yeai  ending  April  30,  1907 $32,405.77 

Expenditures    ". 28,250.50 

Balance $4,155.20 

Interest  Endowment 3,165.9^ 

Net  Balance    $7,321.1» 
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Tuesday  afternoon  the  delegation  from  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia arrived  at  Mount  Vernon.  Mrs.  Swanson,  wife  of  the 
Governor,  escorted  hy  Judge  R.  W.  Duke,  Mr.  Legh  R.  Page,  and 
Mr.  Marshall,  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  were  presented 
to  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  on  the  front  piazza  of  the  Man- 
•ion.  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page  and  Mrs.  Page  were  also  received 
there. 

About  two  o'clock  Inncheon  was  served  in.  the  Library  and 
tlie  jwrch  adjoining.  The  weather  being  unseasonably  cold  after 
Saaicheon  the  party  adjourned  to  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Mansion 
where  the  sun  shone  in  full  glory  and  where  the  Regent,  sur- 
rounded by  the  Vice  Regents  and  guests,  enjoyed  the  exquisite 
view  of  the  lawn  and  river  until  the  arrival  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Duke  of  Abruzzi,  Commander  of  the  Italian  squadron  aI 
Jamestown,  who  had  expressed  a  wish  to  visit  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
"ington  and  to  be  allowed  to  place  a  wreath  upon  his  tomb  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

The  Duke  camo  on  board  the  "Mayflower"  with  a  brilliant 
party.  She  anchored  in  the  stream  and  the  guests  came  ashore 
in  launches.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Metcalf,  presentei 
his  Royal  Highness  to  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents,  also  the 
Baron  Major  des  €^lanches,  the  Italian  Ambassador  and  his  wife. 
After  a  few  minutes  talk  the  Duke  offered  his  arm  to  the  Regent 
and  they  moved  across  the  lawn  to  the  North  of  the  Mansion, 
followed  by  the  Vice  Regents  and  the  rest  of  the  party.  Our 
Suf>erintendent,  Mr.  Dodge  had  a  tree,  a  fine  straight  tulip  pop- 
lar, placed  in  the  ground,  and  asked  the  Duke  to  put  in  a  spade 
full  of  ear^;  then  the  Regent  was  requested  to  put  in  a  spade 
full,  which  she  did  with  dignity  and  grace;  then  Mrs.  Swanson, 
followed  by  Mrs  Howard,  daughter. of  John  A.  Washington,  and 
General  Manderson,  and,  finally,  the  Duke  took  the  spade  and  put 
the  finishing  touch.  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  at  the  request  of 
the  Regent,  made  a  short,  but  most  happy  address  of  welcoma, 
greeting  the  Duke  as  a  representative  of  the  great  Latin  race 
from  which  Columbus,  Dante  and  all  the  great  names  of  Italy 
had  sprung;  also  as  a  representative  of  the  gpreat  Italian  monarch 
who  had  given  to  his  people  the  greatest  of  boons — Constitutional 
freedom — saying  if  thero  were  more  worlds  to  be  discovered  tha 
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Duke  would  prove  bimself  a  second  Columbus.  Dr.  Page  conclu'l- 
ed  by  saying  tbat  Mount  Vernon,  like  Rome,  belonged  to  the 
vbole  world. 

His  Royal  Highnes«5  and  party  visited  the  Tomb  on  their 
way  from  the  boat  lo  the  Mansion  and  with  the  greatest  solemnity 
and  reverence  the  Duke  placed  at  the  head  of  the  tomb  a  m(wt 
beautiful  wreath  of  lilac  orchids,  lilies  of  the  valley,  American 
Beauty  roses  and  palms,  tied  with  ribbons  of  red,  white  and 
green,  the  Italian  colors.  A  silver  card,  engraved  with  these 
words  in  Italian :  ' '  To  the  glorious  memory  of  Georgia  Washing- 
ton from  Luigi  di  Savoia,  Duca  degli  Abruzzi'*  was  attached  'o 
wreath. 

Miss  Sharpe  of  Woodlawn,  brought  to  Council  a  medal  struck 
off  for  the  committee  of  three  who  received  Gen.  Washington  at 
his  first  inauguration,  1789.  It  has  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
the  shiejd  and  eagle  with  one  star  above.  It  is  marked,  Fourth 
of  March  Memorial^,  1789.  It  is  about  the  size  of  a  quarter  dollar 
and  has  been  very  carefully  preserved. 

The  first  day  of  the  session  Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomei? 
Sharpe,  owner  of  Woodlawn,  (the  home  of  Nellie  Custis),  and  3£r» 
and  Mrs.  St.  George  Tucker  came  to  Mount  Vernon  to  invite  the 
ladies  of  the  Council  to  tea  at  Woodlawn  on  Wednesday.  Th* 
invitation  was  accepted  and  several  of  the  ladies  enjoyed  the 
pleasant  occasion. 

The  following  tesolution  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Ball  was  offered. 

The  delegates  representing  Mount  Vernon  Association  at  the 
ceremonies  at  Jamestown  on  the  11th  and  13th  of  May  desire  to 
express  their  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  manny  in  whicn 
the  Chairman  of  the  Delegation,  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Vice  Reg«"* 
for  Virginia,  planned  ar.d  carried  out  the  program  for  thehr  en- 
tertainment. 

The  Vice  Regents  were  received  at  the  Jefferson  Hotel,  Bi<^'^* 
mond,  on  Friday,  th^  10th,  by  Mrs.  Ball,  and  assigned  to  the 
pleasant  rooms  secured  for  them.  After  luncheon  a  drive  was 
arranged  that  they  might  see  the  interesting  portions  of  the  city 
of  Richmond. 

A  reception  given  by  the  Governor  and  Mrs,  Swanson  to  tn« 
Vice   Regents  followed.     The   Vice  Regents  were   received  wit" 
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^reat  distinction  and  presented  to  a  number  of  Richmond's  fair 
dames. 

From  the  (Jovernor's  Mansion  the  delegates  were  driven  to 
the  Club  House,  where  Mrs.  Cox,  President  of  the  National  So- 
ciety of  Colonial  Dames  was  teeeiving  the  visiting  Dames. 

Thus  the  delegates  v\ere  delightfully  entertained  in  Richmond. 

« 

The   celebration  of  the  two  days  at  Jamestown  have  become 
national  history,  and  the  delegates  have  only  to  add  their  warm 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Ball  for  her  unremitting  care  and  attention,  and 
for  fhe  distinguished  corsideration  with  which,  through  her  kind-' 
ness^  they  were  treated  everywhere. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MARGARETTA  M.  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  JOSEPH  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

E.  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Va. 
.     ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLE,  S.  Carolina. 


Colonel  Hilary  Herbert,  Ex-Secretary  of  the  Navy,  visited 
Mount  Vernon,  with  his  daughter  and  grandchild.  His  interest 
is  still  undiminished,  his  wife  and  daughter,  Miss  Leila  Herbert, 
both  having  served  as  Vice  Regents.  He  gave  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  finding  and  restoring  to  the  place  of  the  sword  ob- 
tained from  the  Dangei  field  Lewis  house,  and  the  copies  of  the 
engravings  of  the  death  of  Wolfe  and  of  Montgomery,  obtained 
in  Nev^  York  City. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Meado.  of  Pohick,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wallis,  former 
Rector,   were  welcome  visitors  on  Tuesday. 

Several  of  the  ladies  attended  Church  at  Pohick  on  Sunday. 

The  following  messcge   was  sent  to  Mrs.  Walker,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  became  a  member  of  the  Association  in  1860,  and 
has  served  faithfully  through  all  the  years  since.     She  was  un- 
able to  be  present  this  year. 
To  the  Beloved  Dean  of  our  Association : 

We,  your  R^ent  c'nd  sister  Vice  Regents,  wish  to  express 
to  you  our  great  regret  at  your  absence  from  this  Council.    We 
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have  felt  a  blank  every  day  as  we  look  down  the  long  table  to 
the  seat  so  long  and  worthily  occupied  by  North  Carolina.  Will 
yon  accept  this  message  of  loving  greeting  and  promise  not  to  be 
absent  again. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent. 

EMMA  R.  B,ALL,  Virginia. 

IDA  R.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

S.  E.  J.  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGTS,  Dekwaw. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE,  S.  C. 

FRANCES   JOHNSON  ROGERS,  Maryland. 
.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

GEORGIA  P.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Va. 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS,  Mississippi. 
.1- 

LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Regent  presented  the  following  list  of  committees : 

FINANCE. 
Mrs.  Ball,  chairman;  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Ward, 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham. 

MANSION.  . 

Mrs.    Flandrau.    chairman;    Mrs.   Hill,   Mrs.    Harrison,   Mrs. 
Rogers. 

FURNITURE. 
Mrs.   Conover,   chairman;    Mrs.   Wilder,  Mrs.   Graham,   Miss 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  John- 
ston. 

LIBRARY. 
Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mis. 
Conover,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs,  John- 
ston, Mrs.  Ricks. 
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GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 
Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  ,Mrs.  Grahapi, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Irwin. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 
Mrs.    Barnes,    chairman;    Mrs.    Rathbone,   Mrs.   Leiter,   Mrs. 
Wilder^  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Comegys,   Mrs.  Van 
Rensselaer. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 
Mrs.    Harrison,    chairman;    Miss    Townsend,    Miss    Comegys, 
Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

FARM. 
Mrs.    Hearst,    chairman;    Mrs.    Harrison,    Mrs.    Webb,    Mrs. 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Manderson.  Mrs.  Prinirle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Rogers'. 

TOMB. 
Mrs.  Walker^  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Flandrau  Mrs, 
Maxey,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Wilder. 

RELICS. 
Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

RECOKD. 
Miss  Com6gys,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

BY-LAWS. 
Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Manderson. 

INDEX. 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hill^  Mrs.  Richardson. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 
Mrs.   Sweat,  chairman;   Mrs.   Hill,   Mrs.   Manderson,   Mrs.  J. 
Carter   Brown. 

PRESS. 

Mrs.   Wilder,  chairman;    Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.   Webb,  Mi^s 
Correirys,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Barret. 

GUIDE  BOOK.    ' 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss  Longfellow. 
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POSTAL  CARD. 
Miss  Townsend,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  WASHINGTON  RELICS. 

Mrs.   Rathbone,    chairman;    Mrs.    Wilder,   Mrs.    Webb,  Mn. 

Ball,  Mrs.  Harrison: 

^ 


The  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union  presents 
herewith  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  Council  of  1907,  held  at  Mount 
Vernon,  May  16  to  24.  This  Association  was  founded  in  185.^, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Mansion  and  Tomb  with  200  acres  o? 
land  surrounding  them. 

It  was  orgranized  and  chartered  under  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
*'To  preserve  and  maintain  the  Home  and  Tomb  forever  sacred 
to  the  Father  of  his  Country/^ 

The    founder,   Miss    Cunningham    assisted    by    Hon.   Edward 

Everett,  secured  the  purchase  money.     She  became  first  Regent 

In  1873,  owing  to  ill  health  she  resigned.     Her  last  message  was 

the  "Farewell   lette:-  to  Coi  ncil  of  1874,*'  which  appears  in  fW'l 

•  on  folio winir  pagts. 

JENNIE  MElEKER  WARD, 

Secretary,  and  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

OF  THE  FOUNDER.  AND  FIRST  REGENT  OF  THE 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE   UNION 


TO  the  Council  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Asso" 
ciation  of  June,  1874.  Ladies:  It  was  my  inten- 
tion, as  well  as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and 
conformed  in  person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompany- 
ing a  resignation  so  important  as  mine;  but  Providence 
does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  y6u  as  to  me;  to  the 
'  responsibilities  I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  import- 
ant in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  your- 
selves; to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or 
duties,  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be 
lightly  regarded,  for  they  were  pledges  to  future  genera- 
tions as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts  which 
conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home  of  Washington;  of  the 
completion  of  a  worthy  '* tribute'*  to  public  integrity  and 
private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the  gratitude  due  and 
felt  by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an  important  part 
in  the  drama  of  the  world ;  conceived  it  with  all  the  rever- 
ence felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting-places  of  their 
honored  dead;  where  only  pious  hands  are  permitted  to 
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be  in   **ch  age/'   so  as  to  have   them  carried  down  to 
admiring  a^^^es  in  the  same  conditions  as  when  left. 

Such  ^'as  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart 
when  an  a]»peal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and 
tomb  of  W^ishington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all 
change,  wh<  ther  by  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last 
owner  of  >'lount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  "permit  it 
to  pass  from  his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his 
mother  state,  ere  she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it.  Such 
are  we  bound  to  keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as 
our  intelligence  and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and 
the  grounds  around  it  shodLd  be  religiously  guarded  from 
changes — should  be  kept  as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge; 
see  to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let 
no  irreverent  hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate 
it  with  the  fingers  of  progress  t  Those  who  go  to  the 
home  in  w^hich  he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he 
lived  and  died.  Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours 
be  saved  from  change!     Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its 
thousands  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home 
of  Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country, 
let  them  see  that,  though  w-e  slay  our  forests,  remove  oor 
dead,  pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to 
home,  till  the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place 
in  America;  let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for 
the  home  of  our  Hero !    Farewell  1 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  oflSce  so  long  held 
-  siuce  December  2nd,  1853. 

Respectfully, 
uuw.e  1st,'  1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VERNON 
LADIES'  ASSOCIATION   OF  THE  UNION. 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1873, 

Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned  1873,  Died  1874. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1858. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North   Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edge  worth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873 ;  died  1895,  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fo^,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865 

Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Aliee  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885.... Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Fams worth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878.  ..Vermojit 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylvania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 
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30.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker  , North  Gaiolina 

1860. 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

33.  -Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat Maine 

34.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 .Maryland 

35.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899 .South  Can^lina 

36.  Mrs.  M   E.  Hickman,  resigned  1867 Neviada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1866 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868. .  .District  of  Colombia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emoiy,  resigned  1873. .  .District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson  Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Colombia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  B^r^nt 


MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN. 

Second  Regent,  1874-1891. 

Died  1891. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 


1875. 
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56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  BroadweU,  died  1890. Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones N«v«da 


1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward .Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregorj'  Smith,  resigned  1880 Vermoat 

1879. 

61 :     Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missoun 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson   Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elii&abeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill .Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau  Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906,  May New  Hampshire 
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1891. 


75.    Mrs.  (Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgria 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laugh- 
ton,  second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

Third  Regent. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904,  died  1906 

'Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1893 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  €hristine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902.  .Nebraska 

85.  .Mrs.  William  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend  New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison   Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 


1900. 


• 


90.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston   Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson  Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer   West  Virginia 
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1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pnngle  South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Chas.  Deuby,  died  Dec.  26,  1906 Indiana 

1905. 

96.  Mrs.  Fannie  J.  D.  Rogers Maryland 

1907. 

97.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Irwin  Ohio 

98.  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Failing Oregon 

99.  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary Washington 

100.  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks Mississippi 

101.  Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown    Rhode  Island 
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1908 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOQATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  Annual 
Council  on  Thursday,  May  14,  1908.  Twenty-five  ladies  beinff 
present. 

Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward,  Vice  Regent,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  Vice  Regent,  Colorado. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  B.  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Con  over,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent,  Texaa. 

Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent,  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  John  Julius  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  William  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Henry  Rogers,  Vice  Regent,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent,  MississippL 

Miss  Mary  F.  Failing,  Vice  Regent,  Oregon. 

Mrs.   Elisa  F.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama.  , 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent,  Nebraska. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Dear  Ladies:  We  meet  again  at  our  beloved  Mount  Yemon 
to  find  all  nature  bright  and  charming  to  the  eyes,  but  to  thd 
hearts  of  many  a  deep  sorrqw  has  overwhelmed  us.  Our  dear  Mrs. 
Walker  has  been  taken  from  our  circle  after  a  service  of  nearly 
fifty  years;  her  work  was  over  here  below  and  God  took  her  to 
Himself.  We  will  hear  from  Mrs.  Hudson,  who  was  a  life  long 
friend  of  our  late  Dean  and  one  well  able  to  tell  us  more  of  her 
beautiful  life   and  character. 

Our  second  loss  was  that  of  Mrs.  Sweat,  whose  death  was 
caused  by  the  prevailing  illness  grippe.  Full  of  ability  and  pos- 
sessed of  an  intellect  rich  in  prose  as  in  poetry,  as  many  of  her 
books  would  testify,  during  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  after  thd 
death  of  her  husband,  she  often  realised  the  loneliness  of  heart 
which  friendships  alone  could  not  satisfy.  Mrs.  Rathbone,  who  could 
well  appreciate  her  many  gifts,  will  give  us  a  little  sketch  of  her 
life. 

We  have  before  us  today  several  of  our  new  co-workers  to 
whom  we  ofTer  our  hearts'  dear  welcome.  I  want  to  introduce  to 
you  Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Mrs.  Bliia 
Leary,  of  Seattle,  Wahington,  and  Miss  Mary  Falling,  of  Portland, 
Oregon  and  we  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  showing  them  all  th9 
many  beauties  of  this  dear  old  place  with  its  history  so  full  of 
Interest  to  every  patriotic  American. 

All  the  Vice  Regents  see  for  the  first  time  this  attractive 
change  of  the  road  to  the  gateway,  in  which  our  Superintendent  has 
shown  much  good  taste.  I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  old 
and  stately  Washington  trees,  which  by  skillful  treatment  by  the 
specialist  in  such  things,  Mr.  Withers,  have  been  strengthened  and 
beautified  for  many  years  to  come.  In  connection  with  this  work 
a  sad  accident  occurred;  one  of  the  men,  an  Italian,  fell  from  a 
branch  of  one  of  the  trees  and  was  much  injured  and  soon  after 
passed  away.  It  was  so  sad,  he  had  been  living  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  his  body  was  taken.  I  trust  that  we  may  be  able  to  aid  the 
employer,  who  had  to  pay  all  the  expenses  incident  upon  the  acci- 
dent, and  if  we  could  raise  a  little  gift  for  tho  widow  I  feel  sure 
it  would  be  much  needed  and  appreciated. 

On  August  the  first  of  last  year  one  of  the  four  new  cabina 
ordered  for  the  workmen  was  finished,  and  the  others  were  com- 
pleted a  few  months  later,  and  all  with  comfort  and  taste.  Theae 
new  buildings  have,  of  course,  been  insured  against  fire. 

This  year  is  also  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  history  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association:  Just  fifty  years  ago.  In 
March,  1868,  John  Augustine  Washington  consented  to  sell  Mount 
Vernon  to  the  Association.  Little  did  the  Founder — Miss  Cunning- 
ham, ever  expect  to  see  such  great  success  of  her  grand  work.    In 


the  early  days  of  1856  we  felt  grateful  when  our  treasury  held  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  scarcely  dreaming  of  thousands  which  now 
have  grown  into  more  than  $100,000.00,  gathered  in  the  course  of 
fifty  years.  One  month  alone— last  August — (the  banner  month) 
brought  no  less  than  twenty- four  thousand  visitors.  Will  you  dear 
Sisters  pardon  the  weakness  of  your  Regent  when  1  tell  you  that 
for  years  past  I  have  prayed  that  my  life  might  be  spared  to  wit- 
ness this  happy  and  prosperous  state  of  our  beloved  Mount  Vernon. 

During  the  past  year  several  affairs  have  arisen  which  afford 
some  anxiety.  For  a  number  of  years  past  the  Government  had 
dredged  the  river  of  mud,  which  enabled  our  large  boat  to  reach 
our  wharf,  but  at  the  last  Council,  if  you  remember,  the  head 
officer  of  the  Marine  Department  informed  us  the  expenses  of 
this  work  were  considered  too  great  to  warrant  Congress  to  con- 
tinue such  an  outlay  for  one  destination  only.  It  was  then  de- 
cided that  this  officer  should  call  a  meeting  of  marine  engineers, 
which  was  done,  and  the  decision  was  that  it  should  be  brought 
before  Congress.     As  yet  we  have  heard  no  result  of  that  meeting. 

A  second  question  to  be  brought  before  the  Ladies  is  an 
interesting  subject,  which  Mrs.  Rathbone  will  present  to  us  during 
Council,  something  romantic  and  historic. 

It  was  of  course  natural  that  all  the  distinguished  visitors  to 
Jamestown  should  pay  a  visit  to  the  home  of  the  great  Washing- 
ton. Among  the  earliest  of  these  was  the  Duke  of  Abruzzi  whom, 
we  all  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming,  owing  to  our  Council  being 
a  week  later  than  usual.  The  Duke  brought  with  him  an  un- 
usually handsome  wreath  to  be  placed  on  the  Tomb,  and  before 
leaving,  planted  a  tree.  General  Kuroki  and  Admiral  IJuin,  and 
many  other  distinguished  guests  followed  in  quick  succession  month 
after  month.  It  was  during  the  following  month,  in  June,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  happening  to  be  here  for  a  day,  when  Captain  Baron 
Van  Asbeck  (representing  the  l)utch  Navy)  and  Admiral  Thierry 
the  French  Navy  visited  Mount  Vernon,  received  these  gentlemen 
and  was  present  at  the  planting  of  their  trees. 

In  November  the  delegates  to  the  Pan  American  Peace  Con- 
ference (in  session  in  Washington)  paid  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon, 
at  which  time  their  President  placed  a  wreath  on  Washington's 
sarcophagus.  The  following  month  President  Amador,  of  the 
Republic  of  Panama,  with  his  wife,  also  came  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose. 

The  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  our  Great 
Hero  in  December  was  observed  in  the  usual  patriotic  manner, 
when  wreaths  were  sent  from  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg. 
The  two  flags  from  the  McFadden  factory  arrived  in  time  as  usuaL 

The  Ladies  will  see  that  all  the  work  ordered  at  last  Council 
to  be  carried   on  during  the  year  has   been   correctly  done,   the 


four  new  cottages  built  for  the  workmen,  and  also  the  cottage 
•occupied  by  Mrs.  Vickars  removed,  and  these  are  all  hidden  ft'om 
the  Mansion  and  grounds. 

Owing  to  the  unusually  large  amount  of  money  in  the  treas- 
ury this  year,  due  to  the  great  number  of  visitors  to  the  Jamestown 
Exposition,  our  true  frfend  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  who  has 
always  been  so  devoted  to  our  interests  for  many  years,  looked 
a.bout  for  some  safe  and  advisable  investment  for  us,  which  he 
succeeded  in  finding. 

Shortly  after  our  last  meeting  our  Superintendent  suffered 
greatly  from  Inflammation  of  the  eyes,  but  after  consulting  an 
oculist,  followed  by  several  weeks*  treatment  he  recovered,  but 
unfortunately  a  few  months  later  you  will  be  sorry  to  hear  Mr. 
Dodge  met  with  an  accident  in  breaking  the  wrist  of  the  right 
hand.  But  through  all  the  months  of  pain  and  great  Inconven. 
ience  he  was  able  to  carry  on  his  full  work,  through  the  aid  and 
kindness  of  his  good  friends  Mr.  Toung  and  Mr.  Archer. 

Dear  Ladies,  this  year  is  the  most  noted  in  the  history  of  the 
grand  work  of  our  honored  first  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham.  She 
foresaw  plainly  the  great  future  with  her  faith  and  trust,  and  also 
before  her  the  love  and  interest  of  all  the  American  States.  She 
has  not  lived  to  see  it  on  earth,  but  she  did  see  in.  spirit  the 
triumph  of  her  life  work.  Even  the  two  of  our  circle  whom  we 
are  grieving  for  today  were  permitted  to  enjoy  this  fifty  years  of 
success.  Our  late  Dean  and  our  early  Historian  have  left  us,  one 
can  scarcely  call  the  passing  away  of  Mrs.  Walker  as  Death,  hers 
was  "seeing  the  Angels,  who  were  sent  to  take  her  to  the  ever- 
lasting Holy  Triune."  The  heart  of  each  of  us  all  would  fain 
love  that  parting  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  life. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  our  early  Historian  of  Mount  Vernon,  was  also 
privileged  to  see  the  great  success  of  Miss  Cunningham's  life  work. 
An  attack  of  grippe  took  from  her  the  remaining  strength  left  to 
her.  Alone  she  passed  away  before  the  arrival  of  her  nephew  from 
Portland.  Such  sadness  of  loneliness,  added  to  such  sadness  of 
•olitude,  touches  every  heart 

This  year,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  should  be  dedicated 
to  its  Founder,  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  henceforth  her 
wishes  for  the  future  should  be  carried  out  She  lived  to  appoint 
Vice  RegenU  for  eighteen  or  twenty  (18  or  20)  States  of  the  Union 
of  America. 

We  all  know  the  highest  honor  of  Washington  was  to  be 
called  •*The  Father  of  His  Country," — not  of  eighteen  or  twenty 


states,   but  in  the  largest  and  broadest  sense  of  the  word — the^ 
Union  of  America. 

Dear  Sisters,  may  we  all  be  permitted  to  meet  again  at  Mount 
Vernon  and  may  God  bless  His  children  in  the  future  as  he  has 
done  in  the  past. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 


MEMORIALS 


Following  the  Regent's  address  the  following  memorials  were- 
read: 

IN   MEMORIAM—MRS.    LETITIA   HARPER   WALKER. 

Died  January  2,  1908, 

At  her  residence.  Spray,  North  Carolina, 

Mrs.   Letitia  Harper  Walker, 

Vice  Regent,  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association, 

for  North  Carolina. 
"He  Oiveth  His  Beloved  Sleep." 

Beloved  she  was  of  the  Heavenly  Father,  otherwise  would  he 
have  so  richly  endowed  her  with  the  heavenly  gifts  of  sympathy, 
love,  purity,  patience  and  intellect,  a  winning  grace,  an  unfailing 
judgment,  with  a  simplicity  and  integrity  of  character  as  rare  as 
they  are  beautlfuL?  He  gave  her  also  the  blessing  of  a  long  life 
whereby  her  example  should  elevate  all  who  came  within  her  In- 
fluence, teaching  and  transmitting  to  each  and  all  a  portion  of 
these  Qod-bestowed  virtues.  And  finally,  without  pain,  in  the  full- 
ness and  ripeness  of  her  faculties  He  called  her  away  as  she  slept,, 
on  the  New  Year's  night,  a  call  so  quiet,  so  gentle,  so  secret,  in 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  that  she  alone  heard  and  answered  the 
call,  to  awake  in  the  glorious  dawn  of  an  unending  day!  It  is 
thus  "He  Oiveth  His  Beloved  Sleep!" 

B^oved  she  was  to  us  all,  and  hard  it  is  to  look  upon  the 
vacant  chair  and  know  her  voice  will  be  no  more  heard  in  its 
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accents  of  loving  advice,  encouragement  or  warning,  words  which 
were  never  without  weight,  never  disregarded. 

We  have,  as  It  were,  lost  our  beacon  light  which  had  so  un- 
erringly guided  us  through  all  these  years,  since  1869,  when  Mrs. 
Walker  became  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina.  May  the  after- 
glow of  this  light,  undlmmed  still  show  us  the  way  as  years  pass  on. 

Mrs.  Walker  was  the  daughter  of  Governor  Morehead»  one 
of  North  Carolina's  most  distinguished  sons,  whose  talents  of 
Infinite  variety  seem  to  have  centered  in  this  rare  woman.  Artist 
and  musician,  as  well  as  practical  farnr^r  and  gardener,  associated 
from  childhood  with  all  that  was  refined,  cultured  and  intellectual, 
knowing  as  she  reached  womanhood  and  In  after  years  those  most 
prominent  in  public  lite,  her  social  education  was  perfected  which, 
with  her  adaptability,  ready  sympathy,  and  remarkable  conver- 
sational powers,  rendered  her  a  charming  companion,  scion  of  a 
race  passed  and  gone. 

Entering  our  Association  at  its  Inception  she  knew  its  poverty, 
trials,  discouragements;  but,  with  other  remarkable  women  whom 
our  first  Regent  so  wisely  appointed,  Mrs.  Walker  labored  with 
unfailing  courage  and  hope  that  never  flagged.  She  lived  to  see 
her  wildest  prophecies  fulfilled  and  to  witness  the  success  she  had 
so  helped  to  ensure. 

SUSAN   E.    JOHNSON   HUDSON. 
« 
IN  MEMORIAM — MRS.   MARGARET  J.   M.   SWEAT. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Maine,  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association,  was  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  November  26, 
1823.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Akussey  and  Mehltable  Smith. 
She  was  married  in  October,  1849,  to  Lorenzo  de  Medici  Sweat 
They  made  Portland  their  residence,  though  much  of  their  time 
was  spent  in  Washington,  as  Mr.  Sweat  served  several  terms  in 
Congress,  and  they  subsequently  made  Washington  their  winter 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweat  travelled  extensively  In  Europe  and  In 
the  Orient.  In  an  official  capacity  as  a  Commissioner,  Mr.  Sweat 
attended  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1855,  and  some  years  later  he 
attended  with  Mrs.  Sweat  the  ceremonies  attending  the  opening 
of  the  North  Sea  Canal  at  Kiel. 

Mrs.  Sweat  was  taken  111  with  grippe  In  October,  1907,  and 
died  January  16,   1908. 

Mrs.  Sweat's  father.  Gov.  John  Mussey,  made  the  first  con- 
tribution of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Endowment 
fund. 

This  is  a  brief  record  of  a  woman  remarkable  for  her  brilliant 
intellectual  endowments,  for  a  mental  grasp  and  acumen,  and  power 
of  organization  that  might  be  regarded  as  characteristic  of  the 
sterner  sex.     Combined  with  these  qualities  was  a  keen  sense  of 
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humor  which  sometimes  went  the  length  of  keen  satire.  These 
natural  endowments  were  cultivated  by  travel  and  study  and  a 
wide  social  experience,  all  of  which  contributed  to  make  Mrs. 
Sweat  brilliant  In  conversation  and  she  wrote  both  poetry  and 
prose  with  ease  and  elegance.  Her  energry  was  indomitable  and 
whatever  she  undertook  she  did  thoroughly.  She  has  left  as  a 
legacy  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  a  scrap  book  of  Mount 
Vernon  work  which  bears  witness  to  her  perseverance  and  energy. 
She  has  left  also  a  legacy  of  towering  palms,  which  will  keep  her 
memory  green  at  Mount  Vernon  in  the  years  to  come. 

For  her  life's  fitful  dream  is  oyer,  and  in  a  land  of  light  the 
problems  that  clouded  the  earthly  vision  may  be  dissipated  and  all 
be  made  clear  in  the  light  of  eternal  truth. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONB. 


STATE  REPORTS 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  A^ce  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  the  gift  of  an  engrossed 
copy  of  Miss  Cunningham's  Farewell  Address,  accompanied  by  the 
following  letter: 

Montgomery,   Alabama, 

April  23,   1908. 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston, 

Birmingham,  Alabama. 
Dear  Mrs.  Johnston: 

I  am  mailing  to  you,  under  separate  cover,  an  en- 
grossed copy  of  the  Farewell  Address  of  the  first  Regent  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union.  If 
you  think  this  copy  worthy  of  presentation  to  the  Board 
of  Regents,  kindly  present  same  with  my  compliments. 

■  I  think  such  a  message  from  so  grand  a  character 
should  be  preserved  in  some  memorial  form,  hence  my 
attempt  to  put  it  upon  parchment. 

If  at  any  time  I  can  serve  you  or  the  Association,  It 
will  be  my  pleasure  to  respond. 

Yours  very  truly, 

CHARLES  A.  JOHNSON. 

A  Mount  Vernon  reception  was  the  occasion  of  bringing  to- 
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flrether  many  lovers  of  this  sacred  place.     The  speeches  were  fine 
and  the  press  notices  unusually  full  and  satisfactory. 

LIZZIE  J.   JOHNSTON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent,  Mrs.  Hearst,  writes  that  It  will  be  impossible 
for  her  to  meet  with  Council  this  year.     She  remembered  each  of 
the  employes  by  substantial  Christmas  gifts. 

(Note,  by  Secretary.) 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 
Colorado  has  no  state  report  for  this  year,  except  to  say  that 
many  reports  of  1907   have  been   distributed,   also   copies  of  the 
life  of  Miss  Cunningham.  ALICE  HILL, 

Vice  Regent  for  Colorado. 
CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 
There  is  no  report  of  work  done  in   this  State.     The  soil  of 
Connecticut  seems  not  propitious  to  the  development  of  the  patri- 
otic seeds  so  laboriously  sown  by  the  Vice  Regent. 

I  offer  to  the  Association  a  volume  containing  a  fac  simile  of 

€(enerai  Washington's  accounts  from  January,  1775,  to  June,  1783. 

The   cuttings   of   the   York   and   Lancaster  roses   promised  by 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Ver  Planck,        of    Flshklll-on-the-Hudson,    are   now 

growing  at  Mount  Vernon. 

SUSAN    E.    JOHNSON   HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut 

DELAWARE    STATE    REPORT. 
No  report. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  has  distributed  copies  of  Memorial 
of  Miss  Cunningham  and  reports  of  the  Association,  and  as  one  of 
the  Committee  on  Insignia  which  may  be  worn  by  members  of  tho 
Mount  Vernon  Ladles'  Association,  has  corresponded  with  Bailey, 
Banks  and  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  and  presents  the  designs  sent 
by  them  for  inspection  by  the  members  of  Council. 

GEORGIA   P.   WILDER, 
Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 
The  annual  reports  have  been  very  freely  distributed  through- 
out the  State.  Information  concerning  Mount  Vernon  has  been 
given  to  societies,  clubs  and  to  the  Historical  Society  of  the  Stata» 
and  to  librariea  and  histoilcal  societies  of  other  States.  Have  found 
the  pamphlet,  a  mcknorial  of  Miss  Cunningham,  the  Founder,  par- 
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tlcularly  helpful.  Received  one  dollar  from  Mrs.  Sleeper,  of 
lola,  Kansas, — ^her  annual  donation.  This  is  applied  to  the  Kansas 
Boom  fund. 

JBNNIE  M.  WARD, 
Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

KENTUCKY  STATE   REPORT. 
Beyond  the   continued   Interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
Mount  Vernon,  I  have  but  little  to  report 

I  have  distributed  copies  of  the  Memorial  of  Miss  Cunningham, 
which  are  read  with  great  interest,  invariably  correcting  the  false 
Impression  that  Mount  Vernon  owes  its  restoration  to  Congress 
rather  than  to  our  honored  Founder. 

The  reports  of  1907  have  also  been  distributed. 
I  have  received  $22.00,  to  be  used  for  the  Kentucky  room. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

MARQARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 

LiOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 
I  have  no  relics  to  present  to  Council  from  my  State  and  have 
only  to  report  that  I  have  done  what  I  could  to  inculcate  a  love 
for  and  reverence  for  the  Father  of  his  country  by  sending,  as 
usual,  the  annual  report  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  the  Union  to  all  of  our  local  newspapers  and  to  each  of  our 
State  and  City  libraries.  To  each  new  public  school  I  have  given 
a  lithograph  of  Oilbert  Stuart's  Washington,  with  the  Andrew  Reed 
memorial,  and  was  much  gratified  this  year  by  two  boys  from 
one  school  asking  for  a  memorial  they  could  have  for  their  own 
room.  To  such  schools  as  have  lyick  buildings,  I  have  given  ivy 
from  the  Tomb  of  Washington,  where  his  sacred  ashes  are  interred 
and  are  in  the  care  and  keeping  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladles' 
Association  of  the  U^ion. 

IDA   A.    RICHARDSON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MASSACHUSETTS    STATE    REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent,  Miss  Longfellow,  regrets  not  being  able  to 
attend  Council  and  reports  having  distributed  Mount  Vernon  re- 
ports in  her  State. 

(Note,   by  Secretary.) 

MARYLAND   STATE   REPORT. 

The  Vioe  Regent  has  the  pleasure  of  reporting  several  inter* 
esting  gifts  to  Mount  Vernon  since  the  meeting  of  the  last  Council: 

Mrs.  Charles  Washburn  oi  Baltimore  presents  a  chair  that 
belonged  to  General  Washington;   another  of  the  same  set  Is  la 
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the    Colonial    Dames   museum    at   the   Van   Cortlandt   Mansion   in 
New  York. 

Through  Mr.  Charles  Goldsborough  six  silver  tea  spoons,  en- 
graved with  the  Washington  crest,  formerly  the  property  of  the 
late  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland,  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  who 
inherited  them  from  Mrs.  Washington:  A  memorandum  found 
among  her  papers  indicated  that  they  were  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Miss  Dandridge  presents  an  interesting  old  book  that  belonged 
to  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  nephew  of  Mrs.  Washington  and  pri- 
vate secretary  to  General  Washington. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Beall  and  Miss  Mary  Winn  present  an  old  engraving 
of  Washington's  family  on  the  porch  at  Arlington  in  original  frame. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1908,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Thomas 
Jefferson  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  the  Vice  Regent  spoke  of  the  work 
of  the  Association  and  presented  a  post  card  view  of  Mount  Vernon 
— to  each  member  as  a  souvenir  of  the  day. 

Reports  have  been  distributed  to  libraries  and  Indivlduala, 
as  usual.  Respectfully  submitted: 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 

MICHIGAN  STATE   REPORT. 

The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon 
Society  to  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan,  announcing  the  annual 
contributions  of  the  Society  to  the  work  of  the  Association,  was 
written  with  regret  that  the  contribution — fifty  dollars — was  lees 
than  the  Society  usually  gives.  The  circumstances  in  the  history 
of  the  Society  that  supplies  the  Vice  Regent  with  funds,  and  which 
has  been  so  active  and  generous  in  the  past,  were  unusual  during 
the  past  year.  The  death  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Chittenden,  was 
followed  by  a  sad  bereavement  in  the  family  of  her  successor,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Parker,  so  that  the  entertainment  usually  given  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February  was  abandoned,  and  the  contribution 
was  made  simply  from  the  membership  fees.  The  Society  has  done 
fine  work  for  seventeen  years,  and  we  can  only  be  glad  that  it 
proves  itself  unfailing  even  under  stress  of  circumstances. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  has  made  an  expenditure  of 
142.68  for  expenses,  attending  the  boxing  and  drayage  in  Glasgow, 
and  express  from  New  York  to  Mount  Vernon,  of  a  picture,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  portrait  of  George  Washington,  which  was  hanging 
in  the  Town  House  at  Glasgow.  A  report  of  this  picture  will  be 
submitted  to  Council  by  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Relics. 

Reports  distributed  as  usual.  The  Vice  Regent  contributes 
four  hundred  dollars  towards  the  purchase  of  the  Washington-Ball 
Bible.  Respectfully  submitted: 

BLIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
j  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 
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MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota  has  done  no  work  In  her  State 
during:  the  past  year,  but  she  is  happy  to  report  the  annual  dona- 
tion of  ten  dollars  from  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America 
in  Minnesota;  also  a  gift  of  ten  dollars  has  been  received  from  the 
Distafr  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  St  Paul,  Minnesota.  These  donations 
I  wish  to  add  to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  Washington  Bible. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

REBECCA   B.    FL.ANDRAU, 

Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi  reports  many  interested  in- 
quiries about  the  Mount  Vernon  Association. 

Little  seems  to  have  been  known  in  her  State  about  the  work 
here,  due,  presumably,  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  repre- 
sentation on  the  board  for  many  years. 

The  appointment  of  the  present  Vice  Regent  seems  to  have 
revived  interest  and  the  reports  distributed  have  been  gratefully 
received. 

The  Vice  Regent  desired  to  obtain  some  seedling  trees  to  dis- 
tribute to  several  of  the  schools  of  her  State,  but  owing  to  a  ser- 
ious and  prolonged  illness  she  was  unable  to  give  this  attention 
at  the  proper  season  of  the  year. 

Effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  something  of  historical  interest 
to  add  to  the  collection  here,  but  Mississippi  being  but  ninety 
years  a  state  has  proved  a  very  discouraging  field  for  this  research. 

For  the  Library  the  Vice  Regent  desires  to  offer  a  copy  of  the 
•^even  Ages  of  Washington." 

Respectfully  submitted: 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 
Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

MISSOURI   STATE   REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  reports  a  gift  to  Mount  Vernon 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  aid  in  the  purchase  of  the  Washing- 
ton  Bible,   or,   should   that   prove   inadvisable,   to   be   reserved  for 
Mome  other  valuable  relic. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

CHRISTINE    B.    GRAHAM, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 
The   interest  in   Mount  Vernon   in   the  western   part   of  our 
country  seems  to  be  increasing,  but  the  lack  of  information  as  to 
the  methods  by  which  the  property  was  acquired,  not  only  in  the 
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west,  but  the  country  over,  Is  deplorable.  Desiring  to  give  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  locally,  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Ladies'  Club  of  Omaha  and  read  a  paper  on  Washington's  Birth- 
day in  which  I  gave  a  history  of  Mount  Vernon,  quoting  largely 
from  the  excellent  paper  prepared  by  Vice  Regent  Hudson  several 
years  ago.  There  was  a  large  audience  of  women,  and  on  urgent 
invitation,  Qeneral  Manderson  addressed  those  present  and  one 
of  the  auditors  stenographlcally  reported  what  he  said.  The 
interest  in  the  subject  seemed  so  great  that  the  addresses  were 
printed  and  largely  distributed.  Newspapers  commented  upon  the 
subject  and  the  Omaha  Bee  made  the  following  editorial  comment: 

"Home  of  Our  Presidents. 

The  home  of  President  McKinley,  in  Canton,  Ohio,  has  been 
sold  for  $20,000.00.  Monuments  costing  many  times  that  sum  have 
been  erected  to  the  memory  of  McKinley.  It  seems  very  hard  for 
Americans  to  save  the  homes  of  their  dead  presidents.  Mount 
Vernon  is  about  the  only  one  that  has  been  preserved. — ^New  York 
Herald. 

Neither  the  Congress  nor  the  men  of  America  are  entitled  U> 
any  credit  for  the  preservation  of  the  home  of  President  Wash- 
ingrton  at  Mount  Vernon.  After  the  immediate  descendants  of  the 
first  president  had  allowed  the  famous  Washington  plantation  to 
deteriorate  until  it  was  almost  worthless,  one  loyal  woman  of 
South  Carolina  started  a  movement  looking  to  its  rescue  and 
restoration.  Efforts  to  induce  the  State  of  Virginia  to  buy  the 
property  failed  and  the  women  formed  a  national  association,  se- 
cured title  to  the  property  and  for  nearly  half  a  century  have 
used  the  proceeds  from  entrance  fees  to  the  Home  to  buy  Wash- 
ington's furniture  and  to  restore  it  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its 
condition  when  occupied  by  the  first  president.  Congress  has  been 
as  slow  as  the  State  of  Virginia  to  take  any  interest  in  the  title 
to  the  property,  and  the  fact  that  It  has  been  preserved  at  all  is  a 
tribute  to  patriotic  American  women." 

The  "Commoner,"  published  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  with  Hon- 
orable William  Jennings  Bryan  as  Editor,  published  the  Vice 
Regent's  address  in  full  and  with  it  the  following  comment: 

"Mount  Vernon. 

The  Ignorance  In  regard  to  Mount  Vernon,  the  home  of  Wash- 
ington, is  deplorable  and  information  concerning  it  should  be 
given  to  grown  folks  as  well  as  to  children.  It  is  not,  we  dare  say, 
generally  known  that  the  women  of  America  bought  Mount  Ver- 
non In  1858 — just  fifty  years  ago— and  have  restored  and  main- 
tained it  ever  since  without  a  penny  from  the  United  States  or 
from  any  State.  This  great  accomplishment  is  strong  evidence  of 
woman's  administrative  and  executive  ability,  and  the  men  of 
America  should  give  recognition  and  acknowledgement  to  the  great 
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fact.  In  order  to  give  the  readers  of  The  Commoner  some  idea 
of  the  work  accomplished  by  these  patriotic  women,  The  Com* 
moner  reproduces  an  address  made  recently  in  the  City  of  Omaha 
by  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson.  Mrs.  Manderson  is  Vice  Regent 
of  the   Mount  Vernon   Ladies'   Association." 

"The  Home  of  Washington. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  will  be  found  an  address  delivered  by 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  of  Omaha,  Vice  Regent  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association.  This  address  should  be  carefully  read,  be- 
cause it  tells  briefly  of  the  work  done  by  women  of  the  country  to 
preserve  Mount  Vernon,  the  home  of  Washington.  This  has  been 
a  magnificent  work,  prosecuted  under  discouraging  conditions  but 
persevered  in  by  patriotic  hands  and  hearts  that  naturally  asso- 
ciate 'home'  with  ideas  of  patriotism.  It  was  only  natural  that  the 
good  women  of  this  association  should  consider  the  home  of  Wash- 
ington as  the  best  memorial  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  The 
history  of  the  association  is  full  of  interest — as  full  of  interest  as 
it  has  been  full  of  work  and  struggle." 

The  Commoner  has  a  circulation  throughout  the  United  States 
of  several  hundred  thousand. 

In  view  of  the  manifest  ignorance  throughout  the  country  on 
the  important  subject  of  the  acquisition  and  care  of  Mount  Vernon, 
the  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska  suggests  that  proper  steps  be  taken 
to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  history. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

MRS.   CHARLES  F.   MANDERSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  reports  a  continued  interest 
in  Mount  Vernon  throughout  her  State.  Many  persons  have  visited 
there  during  the  year  and  have  returned  full  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  work  of  the  Association  and  for  the  courtesy  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. As  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  the  following  donations 
have  been  made: 
From  the  Boudlnot  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  In  Elizabeth.  .$10.00 

From   Mrs.   B.   O.   Putnam 10.00 

From  Mrs.   M.  T.  Payne    10.00 

From  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Clark 6.00 

From  Friends  of  the  Association 16.00    $60.00 

This  sum  was  appropriated  towards  the  purchase  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bible.  Respectfully  submitted: 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 
Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

NEW    YORK    STATE    REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  has  very  little  to  report.     A 
very  charming  excursion  was  made  from  Washington  in  September 
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when  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  the  Bishop  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Dr.  Huntington,  of  Grace  Church,  planted  trees  at  Mount  Vernon. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  President  of  the  Electric  road  the 
party  was  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  in  his  car. 

I  have  taken  much  interest  in  the  grounds  outside  of  the 
estate,  had  trees  planted  bordering  the  path  to  the  north  gate,  and 
after  much  effort  feel  rewarded  by  a  most  attractive  station  at  the 
North  entrance  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 
Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  has  distributed  the  reports  of 
Mount  Vernon  for  1906-1907  among  individuals,  historical  societies, 
libraries  and  universities,  and  has  many  times  loaned  the 
historical  sketch  of  Miss  Cunningham.  She  has  made  one  address 
on  Mount  Vernon  and  has  sent  curtains  for  the  music  room. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALICE  KEY  DANDRIDGE  IRWIN. 

Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 
OREGON  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon  reports  that  on  account  of  111 
health  and  absence  from  her  State  little  has  been  done  with  the 
exception  of  the  distribution  of  reports  to  the  Library  Association 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  to  private  Individuals  who  were  already  inter- 
ested and  to  others  whose  interest  it  was  hoped  to  arouse. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

MARY  F.   FAILING. 
Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  attended  Council  but  made  no  report  this  year. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  distributed  memorials 
and  reports.  She  has  made  an  effort  to  have  the  schools  (public 
as  well  as  private)  keep  the  character  of  Washington  and  the 
sacred  duty  of  honoring  this  great  man,  before  the  minds  of 
scholars  as  an  exemplar  and  ideal. 

The  flowers  sent  from  Mount  Vernon  to  the  Tomb  of  the 
Founder  of  the  Association  for  the  purchase  of  the  sacred  spot 
were  greatly  appreciated.  The  simplicity  of  Miss  Cunningham** 
tomb  appeals  to  all. 

Respectfully  submitted: 
BUZABOTH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLB. 
V    ,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Caroliiuk 
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TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  regrets  that  during  the  past  year 
she  has  been  unable  to  do  any  work  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

FRANCES  C.   MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 


VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  reports  the  gift  of  a  Washington 
mahogany  washstand  from  Miss  Mary  Custis  Lee.  This  wash- 
stand  is  placed  In  General  Washington's  dressing  room. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  provided  a  folding  couch,  two  screens 
and  portieres  for  use  in  whatever  room  shall  be  given  her  for  a 
sleeping   apartment   during   Councils. 

"Respectfully  submitted: 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 


WASHINGTON  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  the  State  of  Washington  has  very  little 
to  report,  this  being  her  first  year  as  a  member  of  the  Association. 
But  already  much  interest  is  manifested  In  the  State  in  regard  to 
the  successful  work  which  Is  being  accomplished  at  the  Home  of 
George  Washington.  The  reports  which  were  sent  me  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  State  University  at  Seattle,  the  City  Library  and 
State  Library  at  Olympia,  and  to  those  who  had  written  asking 
me  for  information  about  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY, 
Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 


WEST   VIRGINIA    STATE    REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  has  to  report  the  offer  of 
:a  very  old  and  interesting  piece  of  needlework;  also,  of  a  Jersey 
cow   from  a  fine,   well-known   herd. 

These  offers  of  gifts,  with  the  distribution  of  all  the  reports  of 
1907  and  some  copies  of  the  Life  of  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham* 
constitute  her  State  report  for  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


To   the   Regrent  and   Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladiei^ 

ABsoclation. 

Ladies: 

Before  entering  upon  my  rather  prosaic  report  for  ^e  past 
year  permit  me  to  express,  on  behalf  of  all  the  employes^  their 
deep  regret  bcause  of  the  death  of  the  Vice-Regents  for  North 
Carolina  and  Maine,  the  two  members  having  to  their  credit  the 
longest  service  in  your  Association.  When  the  sad  tidings  reached 
us  I  immediately  reported  the  facts  to  the  Regent,  lowered  the 
flag  in  their  honor,  and  sent  the  best  floral  offerings  our  green- 
house afforded — these  formalities  being  all  in  my  power  to  bestow. 
After  so  many  years  of  official  acquaintance  with  these  talented 
Ladies  I  shall,  personally  feel  their  loss  very  keenly. 

The  past  twelve  months  constitute  the  "Banner  Year"  for 
Mount  Vernon,  in  point  of  the  number  of  visitors.  Owing  to  the 
Jamestown  Exposition  excursionists  from  every  State  of  the  Union, 
and  from  over  iho  seas,  were  attracted  to  Washington,  and  Inci- 
dentally to   Mount  Vernon. 

Between  May  1,  and  October  31.  o\w  gate  records  totaled 
115,443  visitors  while,  for  the  entire  year,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
announce  the  unprecedented  number  of  159,057.  Besides,  there 
were  several  complimentary  parties  received  as  "Guests  of  the 
Nation,"  distinguished  foreigners  with  their  suites  and  escorts  of 
courtesy — most  of  them  brought  on  Government  vessels.  These 
were  not  included  in  our  numerical  record  because  they  were 
admitted  free. 

Following  the  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Abruzzl  (which  occurred 
when  Council  was  in  session)  came  General  Kuroki  and  Admiral 
IJuin — noted  Japanese;  Admiral  Thierry,  commander  of  the  French 
squadron;  Captain  Baron  Van  Asbeck,  representing  the  Dutch 
Navy;  Details  of  officers  respectively  from  the  British,  German, 
Italian  and  Japanese  men- of. war  at  Hampton  Roads;  President 
Amador,  of  Panama. 

President  Roosevelt,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  the  Post- 
master General  and  Captain  Fitzhugh  Lee,  made  a  trip  here  on 
horseback  and  I  entertained  them  at  luncheon. 

At  other  times  we  had  the  Delegates  to  the  Pan  American 
Peace  Conference;  Delegates  from  Masonic  Lodges  of  Alexandria 
and  Fredericksburgr  Washington  Birthday  AAociation,  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  many  other  organisations  of  lesser  prominence. 

Nearly  all  these  special  parties  brought  handsome  floral 
tributes  to  the  memory  of  Washington. 

I  particu laity  wish  you  Ladies  could  have  witnessed  ths  cere- 
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monlal   when  Oeneral  Kurokl  and  Admiral  Ijuin  placed  wreaths 
in  the  Tomb. 

Never  have  I  witnessed  such  exhibition  of  reverence  as  their 
silent  but  deeply  impressive  manner  betokened.  The  demeanor 
of  these  distinguished  foreigners  might  not  have  been  so  noticeable 
were  it  not  that  such  degree  of  sentiment  among  our  own  people, 
if  it  exists,  has  never  been  shown. 

MANSION. 

Fortunate  it  was  that  the  strengthening  of  the  Mansion  was 
attended  to  before  all  these  crowds  of  excursionists  arrived.  The 
old  structure  withstood  the  strain  as  otherwise  it  could  not  have 
done.  Since  your  last  meeting  I  have  gone  further  with  ferreting 
out  and  replacing  important  timbers  found  to  be  defective.  The 
Joists  and  flooring  of  the  Music  Room  and  Dining  Room  had  Co 
be  entirely  renewed,  and  the  original  surface-color  reproduced  by 
wood-stains.  To  secure  first  class  material  of  the  dimensions  re- 
quired to  simulate  the  old  floor  we  had  to  send  to  Mississippi. 
When  possible  to  obtain  more  of  this  special  edge-grain  flooring 
it  is  advisable,  in  my  Judgment,  to  continue  like  repairs. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  bedrooms  furnished  by  Wiscon. 
4|n  and  Maine  were  disfigured  by  ancient  cracks  and  had  to  be 
carefully  pointed  and  resurfaced. 

In  the  Library  the  old  panels  were  very  much  out  of  shape 
and  needed  extensive  correction  before  this  room  was  repainted. 

The  woodwork  of  the  passageways  and  main  hall  was  re- 
touched to  hide  discolorations  incident  to  age  and  wear. 

In  painting  the  four  outside  doors  of  the  Mansion  we  re- 
newed the  color  they  have  borne  for  many  years.  We  discovered 
evidence  of  their  having  been,  at  one  time,  green,  but  to  make 
such  a  radical  change  I  preferred  to  await  your  further  investiga- 
tion and  instruction. 

MANSION    AND    OTHER    REPAIRS. 

The  chimneys  of  the  Mansion  and  other  buildings  present  a 
better  appearance  since  changing  from  the  solid  color  to  recut 
Joints. 

According  to  directions  the  greatly  needed  repairs  in  the 
Office  were  effected  by  renewing  defective  plaster  and  painting  the 
•oeiling,  walls  and  woodwork.  My  dining  room  was  calcimlned  and 
the  weed  trimmings  painted. 

Frost  action  on  the  soft  stone  facade  of  the  Old  Tomb  necea- 
jsitated  its  repointing. 

The  summer  house  joists,  sills  and  floor  required  complete 
venovaUon,  after  which  the  whole  structure  was  painted. 
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The  greenhouses  were  repaired,  reglazed  and  painted. 

The  seed  houses  were  reshingled. 

Faults  In  the  roofs  of  Mansion  and  the  gate-house  were 
corrected. 

Stall-floors  in  the  horse  stable  were  relaid. 

Landing  steps  and  rail  at  wharf  were  strengthened. 

Besides,  there  were  miscellaneous  repairs,  the  mention  of 
which  will  presently  appear. 

QUARTERS  FOR  EMPLOYES. 

At  last  Council  the  subject  of  providing  better  accommoda- 
tions for  our  regular  employes  was  given  favorable  consideration 
and  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  was  ma^e  on  the  basis  of  my 
tentative  estimate  that  four  frame  cottages  could  be  built  for  that 
sum.  As  an  excuse  for  my  error  in  calculation  I  will  say  that  I 
based  my  figures  on  work  we  had  done  here  some  years  ago,  and 
did  not  jmake  sufficient  allowance  for  subsequent  increase  In  price 
of  material  and  labor. 

After  drawing  up  plans  for  a  simple  flve-room  frame  cottage 
reliable  contractors  were  invited  to  submit  bids  for  the  construc- 
tion of  four  such  houses.  The  only  party  who  responded  placed 
the  price  at  $1,500  apiece. 

This  being  out  of  the  question  I  figured  on  purchasing  th.* 
material  and  employing  skilled  laborers  to  do  the  work.  Finallv 
we  reduced  the  closely  estimated  cost  to  $900.  When  I  submitted 
this  to  the  Regent  she  advised  me  to  proceed  and  build  all  four 
cottages.    This  hsts  been  accomplished  at  the  total  cost  of  $3,627.83. 

These  little  cottages  follow  the  simple  form  of  original  Mount 
Vernon  buildings.  They  are  located  on  the  site  chosen  by  your 
special  committee,  are  entirely  hidden  from  sight  from  the  Mansion, 
and  yet  near  enough  for  convenience.  They  are  supplied  with 
water  for  service  and  fire  protection  from  our  newly  installed 
pumping  plant;  have  proper  drainage  and  outhouses,  and  are  duly 
included   In   our   list  of  property  insured. 

In  order  that  the  employes  may  be  quickly  summoned  in 
emergency  the  Regent  authorized  me  to  establish  a  private  tele- 
phone connection  between  the  office  and  new  quarters. 

The  surrounding  ground,  separated  into  yards,  has  been  grad  d 
and  is  reached  by  a  newly-cut  road  and  bridge. 

An  old  cabin  which  stood  on  this  site  has  been  moved  further 
along  the  ridge  where  it  will  be  made  useful. 

HOUSEKEEPERS   COTTAGE. 

In  accordance  with  a  decision  of  Council  two  years  ago  I 
have  now  moved  the  frame  dwelling,  occupied  by  the  Vickers 
family,  to  a  less  conspicuous  position,  and  partly  screened  it  from 
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view  by  good  size  cedars.  To  help  the  comfort  of  this  building  we 
added  a  front  porch  and  storeroom,  repaired  the  plastering  and 
painted  the  exterior. 

IMPROVED    WATER    SERVICE. 

An  accomplishment  of  great  Importance  was  the  improvement 
of  our  water  service.  Within  a  concrete  vault  at  the  artesian  well 
we  have  installed  a  Mietz  &  Weiss  six-horse-power  oil-engine 
which  drives  a  Oould  triplex  pump,  having  capacity  of  fifty  gal- 
lons per  minute.  A  new  three  inch  gcUvanlzed-lron  service-mam 
is  laid  from  the  pumping  station  and  extends  to  the  elevated  tanks 
at  the  greenhouse,  a  distance  of  about  900  feet.  This  new  plant 
works  with  most  pleasing  efficiency  and,  in  addition  to  its  increase 
of  power,  has  the  advantage  of  far  greater  economy  in  6peratlon 
than  the  obsolete  steam  apparatus  we  have  so  long  depended  on. 

By  an  arrangement  authorized  by  the  Regent  the  Railroad 
Company  hcis  been  permitted  to  connect  their  pipes  for  supplying 
their  new  station  outside  our  North  gate  with  our  service  main 
near  the  greenhouse.  They  have  installed  in  our  engine  room,  at 
their  own  cost,  a  seven.horse  power  motor,  connecting  same  with 
our  pump,  thus  enabling  us,  by  the  free  use  of  their  power,  to 
keep  our  tanks  constantly  filled.  As  the  electric  current  from  this 
car  line  is  an  exceedingly  variable  quantity  and  therefore  not 
always  dependable,  we  keep  our  oil  engine  in  readiness  for  instant 
use.  Should,  for  any  reason,  this  arrangement  with  the  Railroad 
Company  prove  unsatisfactory  to  us  I  have  their  written  agree- 
ment to  remove  their  motor  and  discontinue  the  service. 

By  proper  connections,  and  valve  control,  we  can  now  apply 
this  new  power  direct  to  our  fire  service  in  case  of  need.  The 
two-inch  main  has  been  further  extended  so  that  the  new  buildings 
have  the  advantage  of  the  greater  flow. 

TOMB  REPAIRS. 
At  last  Council  it  was  concluded  that  something  should  be 
done  to  diminish  the  very  glaring  color  of  the  Tomb  brickwork 
which,  long  before  I  came  to  Mount  Vernon,  had  been  painted 
too  bright  a  red.  I  was  directed,  for  this  special  work,  to  employ 
an  expert  from  Philadelphia  who  had  been  successful  in  some 
noted  restorations  there.  This  Mr.  Black  came  at  my  request  and 
made  preliminary  examination.  Liater  he  sent  one  of  his  best  men, 
a  "specialist,"  he  called  him,  to  experiment  with  acids  on  the 
brickwork  and  endeavor  to  simulate  the  appearance  of  old  bricks. 
For  several  days  he  labored  with  the  problem  ineffectually.  He 
did  succeed  in  removing  much  of  the  paint,  but  only  to  find  that 
the  original  color  of  these  home-made  bricks  was  quite  as  light  as 
the  paint  Itself.     He  wanted  to  paint  the  front  "artisUcally/*   (be 
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said),  to  copy  old  bricks,  but  this  I  would  not  take  the  responsi- 
billty  of  permitting,  for  two  reasons,  viz:  it  would  be  impossible  to 
hide  the  fact  that  It  was  "artificial,"  and  more  over  ^e  application 
of  paint  would  necessitate  the  removal  of  all  the  Ivy,  which  haf» 
already  advanced  so  satisfactorily  in  growth  as  to  Insure  a  complete 
covering  of  the  front  in  a  short  time.  So  we  simply  applied  Un- 
seed oil  to  all  the  exposed  surfaces,  which  treatment  considerably 
darkened  the  bricks.     No  further  remedy  has  yet  developed. 

The  stated  periods  for  decorating  the  Tomb  were  duly  ob- 
served— May  80th,  when  the  President  sent  a  wreath;  July  4th, 
Popular  contribution  of  flowers;  December  14th,  Delegates  from 
Masonic  Lodges  of  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg  brought  memor- 
ial emblems;  February  22nd,  Washington  Birthday  Association,  of 
Alexandria,  floral  wreath  and  Qalax  leaves  sent  by  Mr.  W.  R. 
Savage,  of  North  Carolina. 

BOAT  CHANNEL. 

Your  attention  last  year  was  called  to  the  subject  of  deepen, 
ing  the  channel  approach  to  our  wharf.  The  government  engineer 
in  charge  of  Potomac  River  improvements  had  reported  adversely 
to  the  proposition  of  Government  continuance  of  the  work,  giving 
as  his  reasons,  1st,  that  Mount  Vernon  is  not  a  port  of  commercial 
importance,  and  2nd,  that  the  use  of  said  channel  and  wharf  Is 
not  open  to  the  public  but  is  controlled  exclusively  by  one  boat 
company.  By  direction  of  the  Regent  I  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  by  whom  this  report  was  reviewed,  a  full  statement  of 
facts  sustaining  our  contention  that  the  care  of  this  channel 
should  be  borne  by  the  Government  as  heretofore.  As  a  result 
of  this  the  Board  of  Engineers  then  recommended  that  the  Govern- 
ment make  the  preliminary  survey,  and  it  was  done.  Following 
this  the  Chief  of  Engineers  reported  to  Congress  the  character 
and  probable  cost  of  the  proposed  work  but  no  further  action  has 
been  taken. 

Mr.  Carlin,  who  represents  this  district  in  Congress,  is  enlisted 
in  our  interest  but  assures  me  the  River  and  Harbor  bills  cannot 
pass  at  this  session. 

WHARF. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  boat  channel  I  will 
state  here  that  the  daily  trips  of  the  Macalester  were  discontinued 
November  28rd,  and  resumed  the  9th  day  of  March,  during  which 
interval  the  customary  overhauling  of  machinery  was  attended  to- 
and  the  boat  repainted  throughout 

While  our  wharf  was  Idle  I  arranged,  by  approval  of  the 
Regent,  to  reconstruct  the  system  of  fender-piles  which  protect 
the  wharf  cribbing  fronfi  damaging  contact  when  the  boat  comes- 
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alongside.  Such  was  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  proper  timber 
for  this  the  contractors  could  not  carry  out  their  agreement  until 
Just  before   the  present  Council  convened. 

GROUNDS. 

Carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  on  Grounds  the 
summer  house  was  put  in  order,  as  already  mentioned.  The  facili- 
ties for  watering  lawns  and  plants  were  increased.  A  new  horse- 
lawn-mower  was  purchased.  The  garden  fences  were  painted. 
Box  bushes  were  planted  in  front  of  the  windows  of  office  and 
kitchen.  Rooted  ivy  was  set  out  along  the  walls  of  both  gardens, 
at  School  House  and  other  points.  Clematis  and  Virginia  Creeper 
is  now  rooted  around  the  old  well-house,  behind  the  quarters.  The 
row  of  maples  back  of  (N.  Y.)  quarters  lacked  one  of  being  com- 
plete— this  was  supplied.  The  re-delineation  of  the  Bowling  Green 
had  to  be  postponed.  The  proposition  to  offer  seedling  oaks  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  not  carried  into 
effect  because  the  object  for  which  they  were  Intended  was  aban- 
doned. 

The  periodical  doctoring  of  the  old  trees,  many  of  which  are 
of  historic  interest,  was  Intrusted  to  a  specialist.  Prof.  J.  T.  Withers, 
of  Jersey  City.  He  brought  a  force  of  skilled  climbers  and  did  ex- 
cellent work  in  pruning,  filling  cavities  and  otherwise  checking 
decay.  These  men  were  engaged  here  for  over  a  month  and  gave 
attention  to  all  the  most  Important  trees  near  the  buildings. 

While  busily  occupied  with  this  difficult  task  one  of  Prof. 
Withers  best  men  fell  from  a  tree  near  the  kitchen-garden  gate, 
struck  the  top  of  the  picket  fence  and  sustained  such  injuries  that 
he  died  the  same  day,  poor  fellow. 

This  unfortunate  accident  so  demoralized  the  other  Italians 
most  of  them  refused  to  continue  the  hazardous  climbing. 

The  approach,  too,  of  unseasonable  weather  caused  the  sus- 
pension of  further  work  among  the  trees.  If  it  be  your  pleasure 
I  would  suggest  that  it  be  resumed  early  next  autumn. 

As  desired  by  the  Committee  I  procured  a  number  of  young 
cedars  and  placed  them  at  intervals  along  the  approach  to  our 
fixate  from  the  Railway  station. 

The  row  of  weeping  willows  bordering  the  river  was  extended. 

Worthy  of  mention  is  a  list  of  the  trees  planted  here  last 
year  by  parties  of  note: 

A  poplar,  by  the  Duke  of  Abruzzi. 

A  beech,  by  Admiral  Thierry. 

An  oak,  by  Captain  Baron  Van  Asbeojc. 

A  mulberry,  by  Mr.  J.  Plerpont  Morgan. 

An  elm,  by  Bishop  Lawrence,  of  Massachusetts. 

Those  planted  by  our  foreign  guests  did  not  survive,  because 
lifted   at  wrong  season.     I   have,    this   spring,   replaced    them   la 
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accordance  with  my  promise  to  the  distinsruished  gentlemen  that  I 
would  do  so  if  the  original  plantings  failed. 

Our  carriage  roads  suffered  much  last  summer  from  the  un- 
usually heavy  rainstorms.    Washouts  were  numerous. 

Prom  Tomb  to  barn  red-clay  gravel  was  used  (dug  from  the 
estate)  and  similar  improvement  followed  to  the  stretch  of  road 
between  culverts  No.  1  and  No.  3,  on  way  to  the  Wkat  LfOdge  Gate. 

For  the  garden  walks  a  fine  grade  of  river-washed  gravel  was 
Obtained  and  applied,  greatly  enhancing  the  neat  appearance  In 
general   effect 

The  turf  surrounding  the  buildings  was,  of  course,  much 
damaged  by  the  incessant  tramping  of  crowda  last  summor. 
Resuscitating  the  injured  sod  was  not  in  every  instance  feasible, 
so  portions  of  it  had  to  be  relaid. 

Where  much  shade  prevails  it  is  quite  useless  to  expect  grass 
to  thrive,  hence  the  substitution  of  myrtle  when  procurable. 

To  cover  embankments  bordering  roads  native  honeysuckle 
was  transplanted. 

Torrential  rains  developed  needs  for  additional,  or  lateral* 
conduits  in  the  deer  park  to  protect  that  steep  slope  from  washing. 

KITCHEN   GARDEN. 

The  care  of  the  old  "garden  of  utilitjr"  was  rewarded  by 
gratifying  results.  A  marked  improvement  to  the  stiff-clay  soU 
was  achieved  by  plowing  in  quantities  of  leaves  raked  from  the 
lawns.  The  rotting  of  these  leaves  so  incorporated  proved  of  great 
benefit.  The  successful  growth  of  vegetables  enabled  us  to  can 
for  winter  use  quantities  of  peas,  beans,  tomatoes,  etcetera. 

The  Ag  bushes  though  of  vigorous  growth,  and  protected  every 
winter  against  frost,  do  not  always  yield  matured  fruit;  it  depends 
upon  the  season. 

Last  summer,  for  example,  the  fruitage  was  more  abundant 
than  usual  but  did  not  reach  perfection.  A  like  failure  was 
noticeable  with  the  grapes. 

As  to  the  so-called  "wall  fruits"  I  am  satisfied,  after  several 
years'  trial,  that  they  never  will  amount  to  much,  chiefly  because 
of  reflected  heat  from  the  brick  walls  against  which  they  are 
trained. 

FARM. 

The  farm  work  has  had  customary  attention.  We  made  an 
excellent  crop  of  pea  hay  from  ten  acres.  Nineteen  acres  in  com 
yielded  fairly  well,  though  cut  a  trifle  early  because  of  threatened 
frost    Small  lots  of  rye,  red-top  hay  and  potatoes  were  secured. 

Thirty-flve  tons  of  agricultural  lime  was  applied  to  the  fields 
most  needing  it,  and  the  barn-yard  manure  was  likewise  spread. 
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Diiring  the  winter  great  quantities  of  leaves  were  raked  from  the 
woods  and  packed  with  river  muck  for  compost 

Farming  operations  were  handicapped  by  the  death  of  one  of 
our  best  horses  and  the  crippling  of  another.  Being  therefore 
solely  dependent  on  the  mule  team  I  was  forced,  this  spring,  to 
have  some  of  the  plowing  done  by  contract. 

In  the  lot  adjoining  the  East  lawn  crimson  clover  made  an 
excellent  stand.  I  had  sowed  this  especially  that  you  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  crop  in  full  bloom,  but  the  spring  de- 
velopment was  uncommonly  advanced  and  this  beautiful  effect  of 
color  you  have  missed. 

To  greatly  benefit  the  soil,  and  with  profit  in  view,  I  plan  to 
plow  this  crop  under  and  plant  potatoes. 

Our  experience  with  whippoorwill  peas  has  proved  so  satis- 
factory, not  only  as  a  crop  but  a  land  improver,  I  should  advise 
more  extensive  use  of  them  here. 

We  have  arranged  for  sowing  about  twenty  acres  this  season. 

Eighteen  acres  are  already  planted  in  corn. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

Because  of  the  fear  of  disease  among  our  cattle,  the  Com- 
mittee, at  last  Council,  concluded  we  had  best  discontinue  that 
branch  for  a  time  until  the  stables  and  stock  could  be  renevated. 
In  consequence  I  sold  off  all  the  animals,  save  one,  as  opportunity 
offered. 

For  our  supply  of  milk  we  have  depended  on  a  neighboring 
dairy. 

We  have  two  fine  coach  horses,  a  colt  (now  being  trained), 
and  two  mules. 

The  lame  horse   (one  of  the  farm  team)  was  sold. 

I  have  to  report  an  increase  of  eleven  Shropshire  lambs  this 
spring. 

After  harvesting  the  crop  of  pea-hay  last  autumn  the  deer 
were  given  the  run  of  that  field  that  they  might  glean  the  shattered 
grain.  In  the  adjacent  woods  and  swamp  they  found  plentiful 
browsing  during  the  several  weeks  they  were  at  liberty.  This 
change  in  their  diet  was  of  great  benefit 

COAL. 

The  purchase  of  our  winter  jsupply  of  coal  was  arranged  for 
early  last  summer  when  prices  were  low.  Having  it  shipped  direct 
from  the  mines  to  our  gate  In  unbroken  car-loads  lessened  the 
expense. 

The  cost,   delivered  here,  was  as  follows: 

White   Ash  Anthracite    16.03    per   ton. 

Bituminous    13.48    per   ton. 


To  accommodate  some  of  our  employes  seven  and  a  half  ton* 
of  coal  were  sold  to  them  at  ahout  cost  price. 

ICE. 
In  Fehruary  we  succeeded  in  storing  fifty-eight  wagon  loads 
of  excellent  quality  of  Ice  cut  from  a  stream  two  miles  distant 

MISCELLANEOUS  WORK. 

Among  items  of  miscellaneous  character  which  claimed  our 
attention  were  as  follows:     Calcimining  in  Spinning  House. 

Painting  the  Library  porch,  ceilings  of  Colonnades,  cornice  of 
East  Portico,  woodwork  of  Kitchen,  Dairy,  Well-house,  cornice 
of  Quarters,  iron  gates  of  Tomb  and  Coach  House,  metal  toots  of 
Ll1t)rary  porch  and  passageways  at  North  Lodge  Gate. 

Whitewashing  fences,  cabins,  hose-room,  stables  and  West 
Lodge  Oate. 

Incidentally  there  was  grubbing  of  sprouts,  weeding  of  walks 
and  gutters,  cutting  briars,  burning  brush,  repairing  implements, 
furniture,  etc. 

EMPLOYES. 

There  were  a  few  changes  In  the  list  of  regular  employes. 
Cleveland  and  Holland  resigned  and  were  replaced  by  C.  H. 
Thomas  and  William  Miller. 

Annie  Fife,  the  cook,  was  succeeded  by  Lizzie  Humphreys. 

The  day  laborers  modestly  requested  an  increase  of  their  wag<>« 
from  11.25  per  day  to  |1.50.  This  latter  rate  was  being  paid  other 
laborers  in  this  section  and  we  were  forced  to  follow  suit  or  lose 
good  men.  Four  of  the  best  men  were  allowed  the  increase.  TwOr 
whose  duties  were  lighter,  continued  at  former  rate. 

GIFTS. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  following  gifts: 

A  genuine  mahogany  washstand  from  Miss  Mary  Custis  Lee. 

Silver  mouth-piece  for  hunting  horn  from  Judge  Pearce,  of 
Annapolis. 

Two  flags  from  the  McFadden  Co. 

Substantial  Christmas  remembrance  to  each  of  the  employes 
from  the  Vice-Regent  for  California. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

There  are  several  matters  I  would  call  to  your  attention  which 
seem  to  me  as  essential. 

Storage  Facilities  for  Coal. — ^This  to  be  accomplished  by  con- 
structing a  commodious  vault  adjoining  the  boiler  room.  None 
of  this  will  appear  above  ground. 

A  new  cow  bam  on  different  site,  and  removal  of  the  silo 
thereto. 
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Reclamatioii  of  Swamp  Near  Wharf. — This  to  be  achieved 
when  dredging  of  the  boat  channel  can  be  arranged  for — the  mud 
to  be  pumped  to  fill  swamp. 

The  principal  repairs  I  should  like  to  point  out  as  demanding 
attention  to  this  year  are: 

Reconstruction   of  brick   steps  leading   to  the  old   tomb. 

Resetting  portions  of  coping  on  deer-park  wall. 

Resetting  steps  and  coping  on  West  side  of  Mansion. 

Expert  treatment  of  old  trees  (other  than  those  gone  over 
last  year). 

The  Library  Porch,  and  balustrade  of  East  Portico  need 
repairs. 

These  tentative  suggestions  are  expected  to  be  modified  after 
inspection  of  property  by  the  several  committees. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  reiterate  my  great  appreciation  of  the 
confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me,  and  of  the  consideration  with 
which  you  have  treated  my  humble  efforts.  After  twenty-three 
years  of  unremitting  endeavor  in  your  service  I  can  only  say  that 
there  has  been  no  abatement  in  my  intense  purpose  to  faithfully 
perform  my  duties  and  to  do  everything  in  my  power  for  the 
betterment  of  Mount  Vernon  while  holding  strictly  to  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  founder  of  the  Association  that  all  visible  features 
shall  preserve  the  simplicity  desired  by  Washington  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,* 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT. 


For  the  year  ending  April  80th,  1908,  the  financial  statement 
of  the  Superintendent  gives 

Visitors  by  Boat    43,671 

Visitors  by  Railway 115,268 

Wharf  Entrances   128 

Total  Revenue   $45,788.97 

Total  Expenditures 135,039.58 
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GARDENER'S   REPORT. 


The  following  report  of  the  Gardener  was  accepted  by  Council: 
Ladles:  In  submitting  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
April  80,  1908,  I  am  delighted  to  say  that  the  green  house  necea- 
sarlly  shared  in  the  general  prosperity  In  consequence  of  the 
increased  travel  for  the  year  .  Three  hundred  dollars  increase  with 
our  small  plant  and  limited  facilities  seems  to  me  encouraging. 

Receipts    1942.70 

Expenditures    17.20 

Cash  to  Supt    '. $925.50 

Everything  has  prospered  during  the  year  both  under  glass 
and  out  of  doors.  The  old  hedge  never  looked  better  and  is  a 
constant  source  of  admiration  to  vlsltora  I  have  planted  numbers 
of  hollyhock,  foxglove,  larkspur  and  perennial  candytuft,  also 
phlox,  which  must  eventually  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  our 
garden. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  may  be  able  to  commend  the  condition  of 
the  garden,  for  I  assure  you  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  meet 
your  approval.  _        FRANKLIN  A  WHEILAN. 


REPORT  OF   SEORJETARY   FOR  YEAR  ENDING  KAY  14,  1M9 


Prepared  and  had  printed: 

50  copies  of  the  Minutes,   1907 77  pages. 

800  copies  of  Annual  Reports 58  pages. 

Sent  to  members  of  Council  three  hundred  copies  of  reporti 
and  one  copy  each  of  the  minutes. 

Distributed  three  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  annual  reports 
to  state  historical  societies,  libraries,  and  individuals,  the  remaining 
copies  being  sent  to  Mount  Vernon. 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Cost  of  printing  minutes  and  reports |90.00 

fey  cheque  from  Regent  to  Printer   190.00 
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OFFICE   EXPENSES. 

Receipts:     By  cheque  from  Regent ; $50.00 

Balance   on    hand,    1907    11.12 


Total    -. .  .161.12 

fiixpenditures:     Expressagre,  postage,  typewriting .^ $49.90 


Balance  on  hand $11.32 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 
Secretary  of  Council. 


REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  Committee  begn  leave  to  submit  the  following 
suggestions: 

The  resetting  of  stone  steps  and  coping,  aftected  by  frost,  on 
the  west  side   of   Mansion. 

Repairing  balustrade  and  library  porch. 

That  the  cracks  in  plastering  of  some  rooms  be  corrected. 

That  the  metal  nosing  of  stairs  leading  to  the  third  story  be 
renewed. 

That  the  hearthstone  in  dining  room  be  properly  reset. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  outside  doors  of  the 
Mansion  be  painted  dark  green,  which,  upon  investigation,  is  found 
to  have  been  the  original  color. 

The  windows  in  rear  of  greenhouse  should  be  puttied  and 
painted  and  the  steps  painted  in  rear  of  New  York  quarters. 

An  underground  vault  for  storage  of  coal  is  recommended. 

The  condition  of  the  roof  of  the  Mansion  is  such  as  to  require 
reshingling  in  the  near  future,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  pur- 
chase, when  obtainable,  the  proper  kind  of  shingles. 

Owing  to  the  continued  disintegration  of  the  corner  stone, 
the  Committee  asks  advice  of  Council  as  to  the  manner  of  its 
preservation. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU.  Chairman. 
ALICE  HILL, 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
FRANCES    JOHNSON    ROGERS. 

Report  accepted. 
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FURNITURE    COMMITTBB. 


The  Furniture  Committee  has  gone  over  the  house  and  finds 
It  in  ffood  order. 

The  following  suggestions  are  submitted: 
In  Mrs.  Washington's  room:  silk  covers  on  washstand,  bureau 
or  chest  of  drawers  to  be  removed.     Fender  cleaned.     Table  used 
for  pitchers  during  Council  to  be  painted. 

Cushion  on  music  stool  to  be  covered  with  yellow. 
Clock  and  candelabra  in  family  dining  room  on  mantleplece 
to  be  labelled  as  having  belonged  to  Lafayette. 

Two  chairs,  once  the  property  of  Ellas  Boudinot  to  be  taken 
from  the  Committee  room  and  placed  in  the  Lafayette  room. 

HELEN  F.  CONOVBR. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
CHRISTINE   B.   GRAHAM. 
HARRIET   C.    COMBGYS. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
LIZZIE   J.    JOHNSTON. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 

Report  accepted. 

THE    LIBRARY    COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  have  taken  down  the  books  and 
dusted  them,  and  find  them  in  good  condition.  Some  changes  havo 
been  made  in  order  to  place  all  the  books  that  belonged  to  Wadi- 
Ington  in  a  part  of  the  book  case  where  they  can  be  seen  by  the 
visitors. 

A  copy  of  Lossing's  book,  "Mt.  Vernon  and  Its  Association,"  has 
been  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson;  and  an  interesting  fao  simfle 
of  "Washington's  Account  Book,"  by  Mrs.  Hudson. 

HELEN   F.    CONOVBR, 
IDA  A.   RICHARDSON, 
ELIZABETH  B.   A.   RATHBONB. 
r  LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 

Report  accepted. 

COMMITTEE    ON    THE    KITCHEN   GARDEN. 

The  Committee  reports  that  they  find  the  Garden  and  Its 
contents  in  better  condition  than  ever  before.  The  young  man  In. 
charge  of  the  garden  thoroughly  understands  his  business.  Th« 
Committee  suggests  that  the  Garden  be  again  divided  into  square 
vegetable  beds,  with  a  few  small  fruit  trees,  as  shown  in  the  old 
print   presented    to   the   Association   yesterday.      Your   Committee 
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also  nuggeatB  planting  young  grape  vines,  in  time  to  take  the  place 

of  the  old  ones  there  at  present    . 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON,  Chairman, 
HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS, 
ELIZABETH   W.    ALLSTON   PRINOLB, 
SARAH   P.   VAN   RENSSELAER. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
Report  accepted. 

TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  finds  the  Tomb  much  improved  by  the  appU* 

cation  of  oil,  which  has  softened  the  effect  of  the  painted  bricks. 

The  English  ivy  has  now  a  good  start  and  in  a  year  or  two 

will  almost  cover  the  front  of  the  Tomb.    The  Committee  observed 

that  the  Nellie  Custis  monument  needs  straightening. 

The  Committee  approves  the  recommendations  of  the  Super- 
intendent regarding  the  brick  steps  in  front  of  the  old  Tomb. 

ELIZABETH   B.   A.    RATHBONB, 
REBECCA   B.    FLANDRAU, 
FRANCES   C.    MAXEY. 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
Report  accepted. 

RECORD  COMMITTEE. 
For  the  purpose  of  filing  among  the  Records  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Maryland  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  the 
letter  written  to  her  by  Mr.  Charles  Goldsborough,  who  has  sent, 
through  Mrs.  Rogers,  six  Washington  tea  spoons  which  were  left 
to  this  Association  by  our  late  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland,  Mrs. 
George  R.  Goldsborough.  Letters  of  value  received  from  the  Vice 
Regent  for  Connecticut,  dating  from  1873  to  1899,  have  been 
filed  since  last  Council. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  such 
publications  in  our  possession  as  will  aid  him  in  writing  a  booklet 
on  Mount  Vernon  have  been  forwarded  to  him  through  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  this  Council  to  confer  with  Dr.  Page. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Coftimittee  the  letters  received  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Secretaries  of  Councils  and  the  Superintendents 
which  relate  to  Mount  Vernon  or  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
should  be  handed  to  the  Record  Committee  and  filed. 

Respectfully  submitted: 
HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Chairman. 
SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON. 
JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD. 
Report   accepted. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS.  SHRUBS  AND  TREES. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
recommendations: 

The  construction  of  a  coal  bin  contlgruous  to  the  engine  room, 
cost  1800.00. 

Re-set  the  old  brick  steps  at  the  Old  Tomb. 

Repair  brick  walls  of  the  Deer  Park. 

Repair  board  fences  on  lane  and  barnyard. 

That  experts  be  employed  to  examine  and  take  measures  to 
preserve  some  old  trees  that  show  signs  of  decay,  $500.00. 

That  the  road  to  the  West  Lodge  be  repaired  and  its  course 
restored  to  the  line  of  the  old  road,  $100.00. 

To  plant  yellow  roses  near  the  North  Lodge  gate. 

To  cover  with  loam  the  roots  of  the  trees  that  are  exposed 
above  ground. 

To  plant  English  ivy  on  the  trellis  at  the  North  Lodge  gate. 

To  substitute  English  ivy  for  the  ampelopsis  now  covering  some 
of  the  walls  and  buildings,  the  change  being  made  gradually. 

That  the  Superintendent  be  allowed  to  assist  the  road  com- 
missioners in  keeping  the  approach  to  Mount  Vernon  in  order. 

SUSAN   E.    J.    HUDSON,   Acting   Chairman. 
IDA  A.   RICHARDSON, 
CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM, 
AMY   TOWNSEND. 
Report  accepted. 

GARDEN    AND    GREENHOUSE    COMMITTEE. 

The  condition  of  the  garden  and  greenhouses  is  such  as  to  re- 
ceive only  commendation  from  our  Committee  and  we  And  very 
little  to  criticise  or  suggest.  The  flower  beds  are  like  brilliant 
mosaics  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  grouping  of  peonies,  irises  and 
lilies  is  extremely  effective. 

We  would  suggest  that  more  yellow  roses — the  H£u*risonli — ^be 
planted,  and  that  lavender  irises  be  added  to  the  varieties  now  in 
the  beds. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  green  houses  be  repainted  and 
repaired  when  necessary. 

ELIZABETH   B.   A.   RATHBONE, 

GEORGIA    PAGE    WILDER, 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

PRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMBGYS, 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSBELABR. 
Report  accepted. 
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GUIDE   BOOK   COMMITTBB. 
The   old  edition  of  the   Guide   Book  beingr  exhausted   It  has 
become  necessary  to  have  a  new  edition  edited,  and  suggestions  are 
In  order  for  any  changes  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  make. 

ELIZABETH   B.   A.   RATHBONE» 
REBECCA  B.   FLANDRAU. 
Report  accepted. 

FARM  COMMITTEE. 
The  Farm  Committee  reports  that  eighteen  acres  have  been 
planted  in  com,  and  about  twenty  in  peas.     The  crimson  clover 
will  be  plowed  under  and  potatoes  planted. 

There  is  a  need  of  fertilizer  and  lime,  which  will  require  an 
appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  with  a  manure  spreader, 
which  will  cost  1135.00. 

The  purchase  of  cattle  this  year  is  thought  inadvisable,  as 
there  is  not  proper  stable  room  or  pasture  for  a  new  herd. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
MARGARETTA   M.   BARRET, 
ELIZABETH   W.    ALLSTON   PRINGLB, 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
Report  accepted.  t 

RELIC   CASE   COMMITTEE. 
Your  Committee  has  gone  through  each  of  the  six  cases  con- 
taining relics.     We  found  all  In  place  and  in  order;  they  have  been 
carefully  cleaned  and  replaced. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  of  Maryland  we  have  received  six  small 
tea  spoons,  with  Washington's  crest  on  them.  They  are  a  gift 
from   Mrs.   Goldsborough's   nephew. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
ELIZABETH    W.    ALLSTON   PRINGLB. 
Report  accepted. 

POST  CARD  COMMITTEE. 
The  Committee  has  to  report,  after  considering  the  subject  of 
providing  attractive  cards,  the  following  numbers  of  cards  ordered 
through   Messrs.   Leet  Brothers,   of  Washington. 

8,000  sets  of  plain  or  sepia  cards,  at  12^   cents. 
2.000     sets     hand     colored     cards     at     16     cents. 
These  cards  were  supplied  and,  because  of  the  demand,  there 
were  a  few  sets  in  addition. 

The  following  is  the  actual  account: 

8,182  sets  plain  cards  at  12^  cents 11,022.75 

1,210  colored  cards  at  15  cents 881.60 

Total  cost    |1,864.2S 
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B7  the  Supertntendenfa  statement  the  sale  of  cards  darlnf 
the  year  awiJunted  to  $2,362.49,  showinff  net  profits  to  the  AsM- 
ciation  of  I998.24. 

AMY  TOWNSBND,  Chairman, 
ElilZABETH    B.    A.    RATHBONB. 
Report  accepted. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  on  THE   INVESTIGATION  OF 

RELICS. 
This  Committee  has  received  numerous  letters  offering  Wash- 
insrton  relics  to  the  Association,  but  the  Committee  has  decided  to 
concentrate  effort  and  interest  on  these  objects  of  especial  value: 

1.  The  Washingrton  Bible. 

2.  The  Glasgow  Portrait  of  Washlngrton. 

These  objects  we  recommend  for  especial  consideration.  The 
Washington  Bible,  for  which  115,000  was  demanded  last  year,  can 
now  be  purchased  for  |5,500,  and  the  Committee  recommends  its 
purchase. 

The  Glasgow  picture,  supposed  to  be  a  portrait  of  George 
Washington,  is  sent  as  a  loan  to  the  Association  by  the  Lord 
Provost,  and  Town  Council  of  Glasgow,  through  Mr.  R.  W.  Austin, 
the  American  Consul  at  Glasgow.  The  Interesting  story  of  this 
portrait  is  told  in  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Aiistin  to  the 
State  Department: 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  May  9.  1907. 
Subject:     fiiupposed  painting  of  General  Washington. 
The    Honorable, 

Assist8tf»t  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C 

Sir:  I  was  present  in  the  Mechanic's  Hall,  Glasgow,  on  Fri- 
day, March  1st,  and  heard  a  lecture  delivered  by  Thomas  Leyton, 
Esquire,  Curator,  People's  Palace,  on  Glasgow  Virginians  and  Mary- 
landers.  In  the  course  of  the  lecture  Mr.  Leyton  produced  a  num- 
ber of  American  and  Glasgow  pictures  and  in  the  list  was  one 
called  the  "Unknown."  which  represented  a  young  military  officer 
In  continental  uniform  apparently  about  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
The  lecturer  stated  that  the  original  of  this  picture,  life  size  and 
painted  in  oil,  was  in  the  People's  Palace,  Glasgow,  and  that  Its 
traditional  history  was  as  follows.  That  it  had  been  removed  to 
Its  present  place  from  the  Tolbooth,  or  Town  House,  where  it  hung 
for  tojufy  years,  and  that  originally  it  was  the  property  of  tho 
Honorable  Robert  Dinwiddle,  of  Glasgow,  at  one  time  Colonial  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia.  That  it  was  removed  from  the  Dinwiddle  resi- 
dence in  consequence  of  Washington  having  joined  the  American 
Revolutionists.     That  during  the  administration  of  the  Colony  of 
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Virginia  Governor  Dinwiddle  was  placed  in  a  position  of  much 
anxiety  by  the  encroachment  of  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies, 
and  the  difficult  task  of  finding  some  tjrpe  of  man  to  negotiate  with 
the  Indians  and  to  make  such  propositions  to  the  French  as  to 
check  their  advance  until  some  British  war  preparations  could  be 
got  ready,  had  to  be  faced  by  him.  He  selected  George  Washing- 
ton, then  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and,  as  an  American  his- 
torlan  has  written,  history  records  no  more  extraordinary  choice  or 
one  more  completely  justified.  It  was  Governor  Dinwiddle  who 
might  be  said  to  have  first  set  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  George 
Washington.  With  two  very  talented  portrait  painters  then,  and 
until  their  deaths,  in  America,  (John  Smibert  and  John  Watson, 
both  of  Edlnburg,  and  the  fathers  of  American  art),  it  was  a  most 
natural  desire  that  Dlnwiddie  should  wish  to  take  back  to  Glas- 
gow a  portrait  of  his  great  protege.  Smibert  painted  a  portrait 
oi  Washington's  sister,  and  both  Smibert  and  Watson  were  of  the 
Yandyck  school  and  made  Independent  fo/tunes  as  portrait  paint- 
ers.  The  People's  Palace  portrait  favors  the  Vandyck,  not  the  English 
AChool.  The  tree  behind  the  figure  has  morning  glories  climbing 
up  the  trunk — ^not  very  English- looking  but  very  typical  of  America. 
The  dress  of  the  figure  is  the  garb  of  a  Major  In  the  British  Army 
lu  1775,  and  of  the  time  Governor  Dlnwiddie  invested  Washington 
with  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  British  Army.  After  Dinwiddle's 
return  to  Glasgow  he  would  not  like  to  have  the  portrait  in  his 
house  as  Washington  had  joined  the  Revolution,  and  It  Is  sur- 
mised that  on  this  account  It  was  removed  to  the  Tolbooth. 

A  short  time  after  hearing  this  lecture  I  visited  the  People's 
Palace  with  several  Americans  and  had  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  picture  of  the  "Unknown"  and  found  the  description  of  It  by 
Mr.  lioyton  to  be  correct. 

Believing  the  subject  to  be  of  Importance  I  here\7ith  enclose 
two  photographs  of  the  picture  which  can  be  used  in  comparison 
and  verification  with  any  early  pictures  of  Washington.  If  the 
matter  does  not  Interest  the  Department,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vemoa 
Association.  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,  ] 

R.  W.  AUSTIN,  Consul. 
Respectfully  submitted: 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONB,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
EMMA    R.    BALL, 
ELLEN   W.    HARRISON. 

Report  accepted. 
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Following  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  InvestlgatloB 
of  Relics,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  Intro- 
duced a  resolution  as  follows: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  picture  from  Glasgow,  known 
as  the  "Unknown"   be  called   "The  Supposed  Portrait  of 
Washington"  until  it  be  established  that  it  is  the  portrait 
of  our  Hero. 
Seconded   and  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia,  Mn. 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  seconded  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan, 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the  United  Statei 
Consul  at  Glasgow,  Mr.  R.  W.  Austin,  for  his  successful  efforts  to 
obtain  a  portrait  which  has  been  hanging  in  the  People's  Palace  at 
Glasgow,  there  styled  the  "Unknown"  and  supposed  to  be  that 
of  George  Washington  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  also,  that  lett«M 
of  thanks  be  written  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  Town  Council  of  tht 
City  of  Gl€L8gow,  this  motion  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  and 
a  copy  transmitted  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  Mr.  Austin. 
Carried. 

The  following  letter  was  accordingly  prepared  and  sent  by  tht 
Corresponding  Secretary: 

Mount  Vernon-on-the-Potomac, 
Fairfax  County,  Virginia. 

May  20,  1908. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Austin, 

U.   S.    Consul,   Glasgow,   Scotland. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  commanded  to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  th« 
Regent  and  Vice  Regents  for  your  great  kindness  in  using  all 
your  influence* and  skill  in  securing  the  loan  for  their  Associatioa 
of  the  Washington  portrait.  I  herewith  transmit  the  Resolution 
passed  this  day  in  the  Council  relative  to  your  kindness: 

RESOLUTION. 
f  RESOLVED,   That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  sent  to  Mr. 

R.  W.  Austin  for  his  great  interest  in  the  Home  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  conducted 
the  negotiations  which  ended  in  the  happy  transfer  of  the 
long  unknown  portrait  of  Washington  from  an  alien  shore 
to  the  home  of  his  childhood,  manhood  and  death,  where 
its  romantic  story  arouses  great  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
Passed  by  acclamation  at  the  Council  of  the  Regent 
and  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  the  Union  this   date. 

ELIZABETH   W.    ALLSTON   PRINGLB, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Mt  V.  L.  A* 
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The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  to  the  Regent  from  Mrs. 
William  W.  Vaughan,  354  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  were  then  read 
to  Council: 

My  dear  Mrs.  Townsend: 

I  have  just  been  in  Washington  and  going  down  to  Mount 
Vernon  I  am  led  to  write  and  ask  if  you  would  be  good  enough  to 
lay  before  the  Regents  the  following  suggestion,  which  occurred  to 
me  on  looking  at  the  fire  place  in  the  banquet  hall  given  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Vaughn,  my  husband's  great  great  grandfather.  Would 
the  Regents  be  willing  to  have  the  account  of  the  giving  of  he 
fire  place  (the  glass  of  which  is  now  broken)  re-written  and  then 
well  framed  in  a  wooden  frame  and  with  a  foot  that  would  raise 
it  within  reading  distance,  as  it  is  now  so  low  as  to  be  almost 
illegible  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  .  Also  if  the  paper  sign  "Banquet  Hall" 
were  removed  from  the  grate  it  would  be  easier  for  attention  to 
be  drawn  to  the  explanation  about  the  Are  place.  Of  course  all 
the  expense  of  reframing  and  making  the  stand  should  be  mine* 
if  the  Regents  would  kindly  allow  the  change  to  be  made. 

I  also  heard  that  it  was  very  much  wished  that  some  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  books  now  owned  by  the  Boston  Atheneum 
could  be  lent  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  I  thought  it  possible  that  I 
might  interest  the  proprietors,  of  whom  I  am  one,  to  petition  the 
Trustees  to  send  a  few,  and  I  will  shortly  see  what  can  be  done  in 
that  direction.     May  I  hear  from  you  about  the  Regents'  decision. 

Trusting  this  is  not  asking  too  much,  I  am, 

Very   sincerely, 

ELLEN  PARKMAN  VAUGHAN. 

(Mrs.  William  W.  Vaughan). 

After  consideration  of  the  above  letter  by  Council  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  directed  to  be  sent  Mrs.  Vaughan  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary: 

Dear  Mrs.  Vaughan: 

Tour  letter  to  the  Regent  has  just  been  read  before  the  Regent 
and  Vice  Regents  in  Council  assembled  and  they  have  Instructed 
me  to  write  and  thank  you  very  much  for  your  offer.  They  will 
be  very  pleased  to  have  the  account  of  the  giving  of  the  marble 
fire  place  by  your  distinguished  ancestor  to  General  Washington 
renewed,  that  Is,  a  fresh  glass  placed  over  it,  and  the  passe  partout 
binding  renewed.  The  taste  of  this  is  so  excellent  that  they 
desire  not  to  change  it  in  any  way  but  are  very  much  pleased  that 
their  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  information  was 
not  easily  read  where  it  was,  and  they  have  decided  to  place  it 
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beside  the  marble  mantle  above  the  chair  moulding,  thereby  placing 
It  within  easy  reach  of  all  eyes. 

The  card  with  sign  "Banquet  Hall"  will  be  removed  at  once. 
The  matter  about  accepting  a  possible  loan  of  some  of  General 
Washington's    books,    owned    by    the    Boston    Atheneum    will   be 
referred  to  the  Library  Committee. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  interest,  I  remain. 

Very  sincerely, 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINQLB, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mt  V.  L.  A* 


Hon.  Claude  A.  Swanson,  Qovernor  of  Virginia,  appointed  the 
following  gentlemen  on  the  Board  of  Visitors: 

Hon.  A.  H.  Sands,   Richmond,  Virginia. 

Hon.  Walter   T.    Oliver,    Fairfax,    Virginia. 

Hon.    George   L.    Fletcher,   Warrenton,   Virginia^ 

Hon.  John  Orr  Daniel,  Loudoun,  Virginia. 

Hon.  David  S.  Forbes,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia^ 
These  gentlemen  and  the  Governor  were  invited  by  the  Regent 
and  Vice  Regents  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  on  Tuesday,  May  nine- 
teenth. Governor  Swanson,  Mr.  Sands  and  Mr.  Forbes  -came,  and 
were  received  by  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  in  the  Family  Dining 
Room  and  a  light  luncheon  was  served,  after  which  the  Governor 
and  the  members  of  the  Board  made  a  tour  of  the  grounds. 
Tomb   and    Mansion. 

During  the  afternoon  session  the  Governor  and  the  Board 
came  before  Council  and  expressed  through  the  Governor  to  the 
Regent  and  Vice  Regents  their  pleasure  and  satisfaction  at  the 
condition  of  everything;  the  Governor  spoke  in  eloquent  terms  of 
his  gratification  at  the  beautiful  condition  of  the  Estate. 


A  prayer  book  was  presented  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Mr.  George 
Thomas  of  Philadelphia,  through  Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for 
Pennsylvania,  which  had   been  purchased  at  one  of  the  sales  of 
personal  property  from  the  estates  of  George  and  Martha  Wash- 
ington.    In  the  catalogue  description  appears  the  following  note: 
A  certificate   of  authenticity  will   be  given   the  pur- 
chaser by  Mr.  J.  R.  C  Lewis,  who  inherited  it  from  the 
Martha  Washington  estate. 
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The  following  printed  statement  also  appears  in  the  book: 
Washingrton:     Martha  Washington's  Prayer  Book. 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  in  use  In  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  America, 
Together  with  the  Psalms  of  David. 
Printed  by 
Hugh  Gaine,  1798. 
This  interesting  memento  has  the  signature  of  Eleanor  Park^ 
Iiewis   (Custis),  Washington's  adopted  daughter.     It  has  also  the 
inscription  in  the  handwriting  of  Liorenzo  Lewis  (her  son).     "For 
If.  E.  A.  Lewis.    This  prayer  book  was  read  by  her  great  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  M.  Washington  from  1789  to  1802." 

A  letter  of  thanks  was  sent  to  Mr.  George  Thomas,  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  his  generous  gift  of  the  prayer  book  used  at  Mount 
Vernon  by  Martha  Washington. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina,  Mrs.  Pringle,  ottered  a 
resolution  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Owen  Wister  for  the  copy  of  his  book 
presented  to  the  Library  of  the  Association,  and  for  his  appro* 
dative  reference  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  in  the  book. 


The  Misses  Winslow,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  a  memorial 
pitcher,  with  a  portrait  of  Washington  and  the  American  Eagle, 
with  tears  pouring  from  its  eyes,  among  other  designs  thereon. 
The  pitcher  was  made  by  the  order  of  Matthew  Jones,  great  unclo 
of  the  Misses  Winslow.  It  was  made  in  France,  where  he  hap- 
pened to  be  when  the  news  of  the  death  of  Washington  was  re- 
ceived, only  three  of  them  being  made. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  accept  with 
pleasure  the  very  interesting  and  unique  pitcher  thus  donated  by 
the  Misses  Winslow  and  that  they  be  informed  accordingly. 


The  Secretary  of  Councils  herewith  tenders  her  resignation 
of  the  office  of  Secretary,  held  since  1899,  to  take  eflTect  at  the 
close  of  this  year. 

She  will  attend  to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  and  ReporU 
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thlB   year    of    1908,    but    begs    you   will    elect   her   successor  thU 
Council  that  she  may  be  ready  to  begin  the  work  next  spring. 

Very  respectfully, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 


An  invitation  having  been  received  from  Miss  Sharpe  for  the 
Regent  and  Vice  Regents  to  afternoon  tea,  Tuesday,  May  22,  at 
Woodlawn  (the  former  home  of  Nellie  Custis),  the  following  ladies 
accepted,  and  at  4  p.  m.  drove  over  to  Woodlawn.  Though  the 
clouds  were  dark  and  there  were  sounds  of  distant  thunder,  they 
greatly  enjoyed  the  afternoon: 

Mrs.  Townsend,  Regent, 

Mrs.   Rathbone,   Vice  Regent,   Michigan. 

Mrs.   Ball,   Vice   Regent,   Virginia. 

Mrs.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent,  Texas. 

Mrs.   Barret,  Vice  Regent,   Kentucky. 

Miss  Comegys,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.   Rogers,  Vice  Regent,   Maryland. 

Mrs.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Miss  Failing,  Vice  Regent.  Oregon. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


FINANCE. 
Mrs.   Ball,   chairman;    Mrs.   Ward,   Mrs.   Rathbone,   Mrs.  Qra- 
ham,  Mrs.  Wilder. 

MANSION. 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Harri- 
son, Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

FURNITURE. 
Mrs.  Conover,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder.  Mrs.  Oraham,  Miss  Town- 
send,    Mrs.    Harrison,    Miss   Comegys,    Mrs.    Irwin,    Mrs.    Johnston, 
Mrs.  Ball. 

LIBRARY. 
Miss  Longfellow,   chairman;    Mrs.   Richardson,    Mrs.   Conover, 
Mrs.    Webb,    Mrs.    Rathbone,    Mrs.    Hearst,    Mrs.    Johnson,    MlM 
Failing. 
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GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 
Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Graham, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrn. 
Irwin,  Mrs.  Brown. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 
Mrs.    Barnes,    chairman;    Mrs.    Rathbone,    Mrs.   Wilder,    Mn. 
I^elter,    Miss   Townsend,    Mrs.    Maxey,    Miss    Comegys,    Mrs.    Van 
Rensselaer. 

KITCHEN   GARDEN. 
Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Miss  Comegys, 
Miss  Townsend,   Mrs.  Prlngle,  Mrs.  Johnston. 

FARM. 
Mrs.  Hearst,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Prlngle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

TOMB. 
Mrs.    Graham,    chairman;    Mrs.    RathbOne,   Mrs.  Wilder,   Mrs. 
Ball,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

RELICS. 
Mrs.   Richardson,   chairman;    Mrs.   Wilder,   Mrs.   Hearst,   Mrs. 
Prlngle,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Graham. 

RECORD. 
Miss  Comegys,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

BY-LAWS. 
Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs. 
Brown. 

INDEX. 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  HiU^  Mrs.  Richard- 
son, Mrs.  Irwin. 

PARLIAMENTARY    RULES. 
Mrs.  Hill,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Leary. 

PRESS. 
Miss    Comegys,    chairman;    Mrs.    Webb,    Mrs.    Graham,    Mrs. 
Barret,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

GUIDE  BOOK. 
Mrs.   Graham,  chairman;    Miss  Longfellow,   Mrs.  Webb,   Mrs. 
Irwin,  Mrs.  Flai^drau. 
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POSTAL  CARDS. 
Miss  Townsend,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham,  Milt 
Falling. 

INVESTIGATION   OP  WASHINGTON  RBLICS. 
Mrs.   Rathbone,   chairman;   Mrs.  Wilder,  Birs.  Harrison,  Mrs^ 
Ball,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Brown. 


Several  of  the  ladles  attended  services  at  old  Pohlck  on  Sunday, 
always  an  Interesting  event  and  to  those  present  for  the  first  time 
very  impressive. 

On  Thursday,  the  21st,  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  to  the 
number  of  seven  accepted  the  courtesy  of  Miss  Sharpe  to  luncheon 
at  Wood  lawn,  the  home  of  Nellie  Custls. 

A  wreath  of  flowers  was  sent  by  Council  to  the  grave  of  MrSr 
Walker  at  Spray,  N.  Carolina. 

Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  ottered  a  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Owen  Wlster  for  the  copy  of  his  book,  ••The  Seven  Ages  of 
Washington. 


During  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  whose  resignation  had 
been  reluctantly  accepted  by  Council,  the  Regent  nominated  Mr& 
Rogers,  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland,  as  Secretary  of  Councils. 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  unanimously  elected.  (Recorded  by  Mltf 
Comegsrs,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware.) 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent,  for  Louisiaaa, 
and  seconded  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware,  Miss  Comegy% 
that  in  accepting  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Ward,  as  Secretary  d 
Councils,  that  the  Association  tender  Its  grateful  thanks  for  her 
faithful  and  untiring  work  and  the  excellent  manner  In  which  II 
has  invariably  been  accomplished. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina,  Mrs.  Pringle,  offered  a 
resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Regent  for  her  untiring  devotion  to 
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the  affaira  of  the  Association  and  her  justice  and  fidelity  in  adnUn- 

Isterin^r  them. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  risinir  vote. 
No  further  business  being  before  Council  of  1908  the  Regent 
declared  it  adjourned  until  the  second  Thursday  in  May,  1909. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 
Vice  Regent  for  Kansas, 

Secretary  of  Councils. 


CLOSE  OF  FIRST  HALF  CENTURY 


This  year  rounds  out  the  first  half  century  of  the  work  of 
the  Association. 

It  hcts  been  an  exceedingly  prosperous  one.  The  largest  num- 
ber of  visitors  in  Its  history,  over  150,000,  have  passed  through 
the  grounds  and  Mansion  and  paused  at  the  Tomb. 

The  largest  gathering  of  members  of  the  Association,  twenty- 
five  ladies,  met  in  Council,  representing  24  states. 

There  are  thirty  Vice  Regents.  The  total  number  appointed 
since  Its  organization  is  101.  The  Endowment  Fund  has  reached 
1100,000,  a  goal  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  early  workers. 

The  contrast  is  striking  from  that  day  in  March,  1858,  when 
a  few  ladies  met  Miss  Cunningham  in  Richmond  to  sign  the  Con- 
tract and  accept  the  Charter,  which  would  make  them  keepers  of 
the  estate  with  all  its  responsibilities.  Five  years  of  persistent 
effort  had  already  passed.  Years  of  doubt  and  discouragement; 
of  dlfilculties  conquered,  prejudices  overcome,  of  triumph  at  last. 
The  money  had  been  raised  for  the  payment  by  what  seemed  al- 
most miraculous  means. 

But  they  had  to  face  a  future,  of  heavy  expenditures  with  no 
known  income  to  meet  them.  The  Charter  allowed  a  25c  rate  of 
admission  to  the  grounds  to  be  charged.  With  this  slender  thread 
of  trust  in  the  patriotism  of  their  fellow  countrymen  they  ven- 
tured on  the  tremendous  obligation  of  repairing,  restoring  and 
keeping  the  Home  and  Tomb. 

And  with  a  deep  sense 'of  this  responsibility  the  Regent  and 
Vice  Regents  have  carried  on  this  work  to  the  present  time.  No 
'Consideration    of   private    interest    has    kept   them   from   Council. 

Tunnels  have  been  constructed,  which  carry  off  the  water 
from  the  subterranean  springs,  which  threatened  the  whole  river 
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front  An  entire  Sea  Wall  has  been  constructed  by  the  munificence 
of  the  Vice  Regent  of  California.  A  swamp  has  been  drained,  * 
wharf  and  shelter  house  built  And  every  year  matters  of  iiU' 
portance,  require  thought  and  care,  which  are  given  unstintedly 
by  the  Regent  and  Committees. 

Another  such  a  prosperous  year  as  the  Jamestown  Ezpodtloii 
of  last  year  gave  cannot  be  expected  soon,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
interest  in  the  Home  of  the  "Greatest  of  Oood  men  and  Best  of 
Great  Men"  will  never  die  out  in  the  land  he  made  free! 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 


OF    THE    FOUNDER    AND    FIRST    REGENT    OF    THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


TO  the  Council  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Associa- 
tion of  June,  1875.  Ladies:  It  was  my  intention, 
as  well  as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and  con- 
formed in  person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompansring  a 
resignation  so  important  as  mine;  but  Providence  does 
not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you  as  to  me;  to  the 
responsibilities  I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  im- 
portant in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon 
yourselves;  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities 
or  duties,  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to 
be  lightly  regarded,  for  they  were  pledges  to  future  gen- 
erations as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts  which 
conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home  of  Washington;  of  the 
completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute"  to  public  Inteerrity  and 
private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the  gratitude  due  and  felt 
by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an  important  part  in 
the  drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with  all  the  rever- 
ence felt  In  older  regions  for  the  resting-places  of  their 
honored  dead;  where  only  pious  hands  are  permitted  to 


be   in    "charge/'   so   aa  to   have   them   carried  down  to 
admiring  ages  in  the  same  conditions  as  when  left 

Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart 
when  an  appeal  was  made  to  It  to  save  the  home  and 
tomb  of  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all 
change,  whether  by  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last 
owner  of  Mount  Vemoxi,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it 
to  pass  from  his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his 
mother  state,  ere  she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it  Such 
are  we  bound  to  keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as 
our  intelligence  and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and 
the  grounds  around  it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from 
change — should   be   Icept  as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge; 
see  to  it  that  you  Iceep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let 
no  irreverent  hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate 
it  with  the  fingers  of  progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  home 
in  which  he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived 
and  died.  Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours  be 
saved  from  change!     Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its 
thousands  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home 
of  Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country, 
let  them  see  that,  .though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  oar 
dead,  pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home, 
till  the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in 
America;  let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for 
the  home  of  our  Hero!     Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held 
— since  December  2nd,  1853. 

Respectfully, 
June   1st,   1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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COMPLETE  LIST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VER- 
NON LADIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1878, 

MiEs  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned   1873,  Died  1874. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1868. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.   Alice   Dickinson,   resigned    1869 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs^  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.    Octavia   Walton    Le   Vert,    died    186« Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1896,  Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.    Elizabeth  M.   Walton,   resigrned   1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.   Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,   resigned   1866 

Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat.  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned   1861 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

16.     Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned   1863;   died   1886 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.    Jane   Maria  Van  Antwerp,   died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Farnsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.   Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  .Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

1869. 

23.  Mrs.    Elizabeth   Willard   Barry,    died    1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.   Sarah  J.   Sibley,   died   1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.    Mary  Pepperell   Jarvls  Cutts,   resigned    1878. .  .Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died   1891 Pennsylvania 

27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1888 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiaaa 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 
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30.     Mrs.  Anne   Lucas  Hunt,   died   1878 MLasouii 

II.     Mrs.   Letltia  Harper  Walker,   died   1908 North   Carolina 

1860. 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina. 

83.  Mrs.   Margaret  J.   M.   Sweat,   died   1908 Maine 

34.  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

85.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  Ausrust  1899 South  Carolina 

36.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hickman,  resigned  1867 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned   1866 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868. .  .District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigmed  1873. .  .District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868. 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.    Betsey   C.    Mason,   died    1873 Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;   died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died   1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.   William  Balfour,   resigned    1875 ....Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned   1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1878 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent 


MRS.    LILY    M.    BERGHMAN. 
.   Second  Regent,   1874-1891. 
Died  1891. 


Vice   Regents  Appointed   1874. 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Roed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 
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1875. 


56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.   Broadwell,   died   1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.    John   P.    Jones    Nevada 


1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie   Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 


1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.   Gregory  Smith,  resigned   1880 Vermont 

1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow    Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.    Robert  Campbell,   died    1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.   Richardson    Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Lelter   Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys   Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

• 

1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906,  May New  Hampshire 
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1891. 


75.     Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laugli- 
ton,  second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSBND. 

Third  Regent 


Vice  Regents  Appointed   1898. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904,  died  1906 

Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  LIppincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss   Mary  Lloyd   Pendleton,   resigned    1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned   1891 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.    Francis  S.   Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Teatman  Webb   Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died   1897 Alabama 

1896. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  reslgrned  1900;  died  1902.  .NebrasKa 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames,   died   1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend    New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles   Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Texas 

1898. 

89.  Mrs.  James  E.  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston   Alabama 

91.  Mrs.   C.   F.    Manderson    Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  E.  Van  Rensselaer   West  Virginia 
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1901. 


93.  Mra.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

96.     Mrs.  Chas.  Denby,  died  Dec.  26,  1906 Indiana 

1906. 

96.  Mrs.   Fannie  J.   D.   Rogers Maryland 

97.  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks Mississippi 

98.  Mrs.    Alice   Key   Irwin Ohio 

1907. 

99.     Miss  Mary  F.  Failing Oregon 

100.  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary Washington 

101.  Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown Rhode  Island 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

of  the  Union 
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1909 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Mount    Vemon   Ladies*  Association 

of  the   Union 


ANNUAL  COUNCIL 


HELD  AT 


MOUNT  VERNON-ON-THE-POTOMAC 

FAIRFAX  COUNTY,  VA. 


May  13  to  22,  1909 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


HONORARY  REGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

REGENT. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS.  "The  Green,"  Dover,  Del. 

VICE  REGENTS. 

MRS.  SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON,  Connecticut 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  District  of  Columbia. 

MRS.  CHARLES  B.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MRS.  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 

MRS.  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Louisiana. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 

MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 

MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  SR.,  Tennessee. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

MRS.  CHARLES  CUSTIS  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 


MRS.  ROBERT  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 

MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  South  Carolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  F.  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Maryland. 

MRS.  LEWIS  W.  IRWIN,  Ohio. 

MRS.  FRANCES  J.  RICKS,  MississippL 

MISS  MARY  F.  FAILING,  Oregon. 

MRS.  ELIZA  F.  LEARY,  Washington. 

MRS.  J.  CARTER  BROWN,  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  A.  B.  ANDREWS,  North  Carolina. 

RECORDINO  SECRETARY. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Rider  P.  O.,  Baltimore  Co.,  Md. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

MRS.   JOHN   JULIUS    PRINGLE,   "Chicora   Wood,"    PlanterBvlUe. 
Georgetown  Co.,  S.  C. 

TREASURER. 

MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mt  Vemon-on-Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  JAMES  YOUNG,  Mt  Vemon-on-Potomac,  Va. 

RESIDENT  ENGINEER. 

MR.  JAMES  R.  ARCHER,  Mt  Vemon-on-Potomac,  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  FULLER,  Supreme  Court,  Washington,  D.  C. 
MR.  LEWIS  CASS  LEDYARD,  2  East  87th  St,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


1909 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  Annual  Council 
on  Thursday,  May  13,  1909.    Twenty-two  ladies  being  present 

Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Ward,  Vice  Regent,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Mazey,  Vice  Regent,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent,  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  John  Julius  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers,  Vice  Regent,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Irwin,  Vice  Regent,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Failing,  Vice  Regent,  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Bliza  F.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent,  Rhode  Island. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Deab  Ladies: 

Mount  Vernon,  this  beloved  home  of  Washington,  seems  dearer  to 
the  hearts  of  each  of  us  as  the  years  pass  by,  and  we  see  it  growing 
more  perfect  in  its  entirety  under  our  loving,  watchful  care. 

This  happy  time  in  May,  when  we  assemble  to  spend  together  the 
few  days  in  friendship  and  work  for  the  preservation  of  this  sacred 
spot,  is  saddened  as  our  gaze  falls  upon  the  vacant  chair  of  oar 
beloved  and  valued  sister,  Mrs.  Hill,  who  returned  to  us  at  our  last 
Council,  after  an  absence  of  several  years,  looking  in  such  perfect 
health  that  we  little  dreamed  the  hand  of  death  was  so  near  to  her. 

No  words  can  feUly  express  our  sorrow,  but  our  loss  is  her  rich 
gain.  Mrs.  Hudson,  who  admired  her  as  we  all  did,  will  give  us  an 
outline  of  her  life  work. 

This  last  year  has  been  a  most  prosperous  year,  owing  to  the 
inauguration  of  our  new  President,  which  brought  enormous  crowds 
and  enabled  us  to  meet  our  unusually  heavy  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  dredging  of  our  channel. 

From  the  time  of  our  adjournment  last  May,  our  Superintendent 
has  been  unremitting  in  his  efTorts  to  bring  this  gigantic  work  of 
clearing  the  channel  to  a  successful  completion  in  every  way. 

Owing  to  the  throngs  of  visitors  expected  at  Mount  Vernon  during 
Inauguration,  our  Superintendent  suggested  that  he  be  authorized  to 
open  the  gates  from  9  A.  M.  until  5  P.  M.,  employing  extra  guards 
for  the  occasion.  During  the  month  of  March  no  less  than  twenty 
thousand  visitors  passed  through  our  grounds  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  our  great  hero. 

Before  disbanding  last  year,  the  subject  of  dredging  our  channel 
was  fully  discussed,  and,  after  consulting  our  lawyer,  we  were  able 
to  proceed  with  the  detailed  arrangements  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  work.  In  November  the  Governor  of  Maryland  kindly  acceded 
to  our  request  to  begin  the  undertaking,  and  it  was  only  in  March 
this  vast  enterprise  was  completed.  I  have  left  out  all  details  of 
this  work,  as  our  Superintendent  will  g^ve  you  most  interesting  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  its  progress. 

I  think  all  the  ladies  of  the  various  committees  will  find  their 
directions  carried  out  to  their  entire  satisfaction.  Our  lawns  and 
trees  are  in  excellent  conditon.  The  successful  work  of  Mr.  Withers, 
in  restoring  some  of  our  historic  trees,  is  very  noticeable. 


The  Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee  report  that  they  found 
eyenrthing  in  such  excellent  order  that  there  was  little  to  suggest 
which  might  add  to  its  perfection. 

The  kitchen  gardens  are  flourishing  also,  and  show  the  care  and 
attention  of  those  in  charge.  We  miss  for  the  time  being  the  pretty 
sight  of  our  sheep  and  lambs  on  the  lawn»  which  will  be  restored, 
however,  when  we  have  better  grazing  ground  later  on. 

As  usual,  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  Tomb  of  our  beloyed  Wash- 
ington was  decorated  and  the  two  flags  were  gratefully  received  from 
the  McFadden  Company. 

In  this  month  a  delegation  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  planted  a  hickory 
tree  from  "The  Hermitage."  A  German  society  from  New  York  also 
placed  a  floral  tribute  on  the  Tomb,  and  all  were  loud  in  their  praises 
of  beautiful  Mount  Vernon. 

In  August  the  purchase  of  "The  Bible"  was  completed,  Mr.  Dodge 
going  to  New  York  for  it  in  person,  as  the  firm  of  Dodd,  Mead  it 
Company  would  not  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of 
delivering  it  It  was  suggested  that  it  be  placed  in  the  double-locked 
case  in  the  Library. 

Our  gifts  include,  from  Mr.  Charles  A.  Munn,  of  New  York,  a  copy 
of  his  book  entitled  "Three  Types  of  Washington,  Portraits,"  and 
from  Mrs.  Victor  V.  Muller,  of  Mason  and  Dixon,  Pa.,  a  unique  relic 
in  the  shape  of  a  small  box  made  of  a  piece  of  Washington's  coffin, 
lined  with  wood  from  the  tree  under  which  William  Penn  held  his 
first  treaty  with  the  Indians  (1682),  and  also  an  inlaid  ivory  disc 
containing  a  very  small  lock  of  Washington's  hair. 

Mr.  Sylvester  Pope,  of  New  York,  on  a  recent  visit  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, was  much  interested  in  our  Library.  He  found,  however,  that 
while  it  contained  many  valuable  works,  we  did  not  possess  a  copy 
of  an  old  volume  on  Washington  which  he  had  owned  for  many 
years.  It  is  a  work  published  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1844,  entitled 
"Monuments  of  General  George  Washington's  PatriotisnL"  It  con- 
tains facsimiles  of  his  public  accounts  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  other  valuable  documents  connected  with  his  military  com- 
mand. On  returning  home  he  wrote  to  the  Regent  and  asked  that  it 
might  be  accepted  as  a  gift 

You  will  be  much  pleased  to  hear  a  few  months  ago  our  Associa- 
tion received  from  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan,  through  Miss  Townsend, 
Vice  Regent  for  New  York,  a  superb  gift — the  sword  which  was  worn 
by  Washington  in  1783,  on  the  occasion  when  he  resigned  command 
of  the  Continental  Army  at  Annapolis.  This  is  the  sword,  to  buy 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  once  contemplated  an  appro- 
priation of  $20,000.    This  famous  weapon  was  bought  by  Mr.  Pier^ 
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pont  Morgan  from  Miss  Vlrgrinia  Tayloe  Lewis,  of  Baltimore,  in 
whose  family  it  had  been  for  several  generations. 

We  have  received  this  year  an  unusual  number  of  letters  question- 
ing the  genuineness  of  the  relics  purchased  by  us,  and  even  of  those 
donated  in  the  early  days  when  the  loan  of  the  bed  by  Mrs.  General 
Lee  was  accepted.  It  seemed  best  to  refute  in  print  these  false 
accusations,  and,  for  that  purpose,  Mr.  Dodge  waited  until  his  friend, 
Mr.  William  Blroy  Curtis,  a  well-known  and  competent  writer,  re- 
turned from  Burope.  After  our  Superintendent  explained  the  situa- 
tion, an  article  appeared  in  the  Washington  papers  which,  we  hope, 
has  silenced  criticism  for  a  period  at  least 

After  much  correspondence  with  our  Superintendent,  General 
Custis  Lee  very  kindly  signed  and  sent  here  his  deed  of  gift,  or 
rather  his  transfer  of  his  right  to  certain  relics,  which,  however,  we 
discovered,  upon  investigation,  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give,  as  there 
are  other  members  of  the  family  who  have  a  partial  right  to  them  at 
bis  death.  Let  us  hope  that  those  who  succeed  General  Lee  may 
have  the  same  generous  spirit  and  leave  them  to  us  undisturbed. 

Mrs.  Richardson's  suggestion,  which  was  accepted,  at  last  Council, 
of  the  copy  of  Washington's  diaries,  which  are  at  the  Library  of 
Congress,  has  been  partially  completed  by  an  expert  copyist,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  done  during  the  summer  months  when  the  fees 
for  such  work  are  much  less;  also  some  necessary  information  was 
required  from  Council  before  going  on  with  the  work. 

At  the  time  of  our  separation  last  Council,  nothing  had  been 
decided  with  regard  to  a  suitable  and  unique  badge  for  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Again  this  year  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  it  very  dear  to  the 
individuals  and  public  that  our  Association  will  receive  no  visitors 
here  on  Sunday  and  that  we  grant  no  special  privileges. 

Another  unusual  request  came  from  an  aged  doctor  who  had  an 
ardent  desire  to  play  upon  Washington's  flute. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  our  kind  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  for 
arranging  our  finances  so  that,  at  the  completion  of  the  dredging 
operation,  the  second  half  of  our  indebtedness  was  paid  at  onca 
Mr.  Dodge,  who  for  so  many  years  has  had  our  interests  at  heart,  haa 
proved  more  than  ever  equal  to  the  many  important  duties  required 
of  him  this  last  year,  the  matter  of  the  channel  and  other  questions 
arising  requiring  much  diplomacy.  Mr.  Toung  and  Mr.  Archer  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussion  of  many  vexing  questions,  and  we  feel 
we  have  at  all  times  a  most  eiflcient  staff. 

Through  the  untiring  efforts  and  work  of  Mr.  Whelan  the  gre^i- 
houses  and  gardens  have  been  brought  to  such  perfection  that  they 
now  produce  quite  a  revenue. 


There  has  been  no  sickness  among  the  employees  this  year  and 
the  personnel  remains  most  satisfactory. 

Dear  ladies,  I  must  crave  your  indulgence  while  I  speak  a  few 
words  concerning  myself  and  my  long  and  happy  service  of  eighteen 
years  among  you  as  Regent  of  this  Association  of  Mount  Vernon, 
which  I  feel  sure  means  so  much  in  the  life  and  the  hearts  of  each 
one  of  us  today. 

To  me  is  has  been  not  so  much  a  duty  and  a  task  as  an  honor  and 
a  labor  of  love.  It  has  meant  so  much  to  me  at  a  time  when  many 
Interests  had  gone  out  of  my  life  forever;  it  has  been  with  so  much 
Joy  and  patriotic  pride  that  I  have  watched  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment, year  after  year,  of  this  once  small  Society,  that  it  is  with 
deep  regret  that  I  feel  that  the  moment  has  come  for  my  withdrawal 
from  any  active  share  in  its  councils;  for  the  fulfillment  and  accom- 
plishment of  a  duty  however  hard  and  stem,  none  the  less  to  be 
disregarded  or  ignored. 

Ladies,  I  wish  to  present  to  you  my  resignation  from  the  Regency 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Of  my  own  feeling  concerning  this  step  I  will  not  speak,  for  I 
know  that  each  one  here  realizes  how  truly  I  have  loved  and  how 
faithfully  endeavored  to  serve  our  common  cause. 

The  necessity  for  this  step  has  been  carefully  considered,  and  now 
that  the  burden  of  years  grows  heavy,  I  know  that  the  place  must 
be  left  vacant  for  a  younger  woman,  who  is  better  able  to  cope  with 
the  problems  and  perplexities  which  inevitably  attach  to  this  hon- 
ored trust  as  Regent 

A  few  more  words  I  would  speak,  if  I  may  still  claim  your  pa- 
tience, of  the  gratitude  and  affection  I  have  in  my  heart  for  those 
ladies  whose  friendship  and  love  have  cheered  me  in  success  and 
aided  me  in  difficulties,  and  though  I  may  no  longer  be  with  you  in 
person,  yet  by  the  memory  of  bygone  days,  and  by  earnest  hopes  and 
prayers  for  the  future  of  our  great  work,  I  shall  in  spirit  still  belong 
to  this  sisterhood. 

JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 
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MEMORIAL 


IlT  Memobiam. 

Mbs.  Axice  Hill,  Vice  Regent  fob  Ck>LOBAi>o, 

Mount  Vebnon  Ladies*  Asboctiation. 

Died  July  19th,  1908, 

At  her  residence,  Denver,  Colorado. 

"Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  toith  us  yet,  lest  we  forget*^ 

"Lest  we  forget!"  It  Is  this  sentiment  that  tempts  us  to  chronicle, 
as  best  we  may,  some  of  the  noble  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  pos- 
sessed by  those  of  our  loved  ones  who  have  passed  on  before  us. 

But  it  seems  scarce  possible  to  give  even  a  faint  outline  of  the 
characteristics  of  so  richly  endowed  a  personality  as  that  of  our 
dear  friend  Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  whose  death  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
accept.  How  can  we  adequately  express  the  grief»  the  irreparable 
loss  thus  entailed  upon  us  individually  and  as  an  association?  It  is 
a  loss  of  so  much.  Her  afTectlon  and  sympathy  went  out  in  fuU 
measure  to  all,  high  and  low;  all  felt  sure  of  welcome  and  aid.  Her 
enthusiasm  was  peculiarly  called  out  by  the  associations  of  this  his- 
toric place,  which  she  loved  and  worked  for  as  Vice  Regent  for 
twenty  years.  Of  Revolutionary  descent,  she  inherited  from  her 
ancestor,  Nathan  Hale,  the  spirit  that  dictated  his  immortal  words; 
with  him  her  only  regret  seemed  to  be  that  she,  too,  "had  but  one 
life  to  give"  for  the  good  <  of  humanity. 

Her  good  works  in  Denver  were  immense.  There  she  founded  the 
Kindergarten;  there  she  founded  and  largely  aided  in  the  building 
of  a  home  for  the  Toung  Women's  Christian  Association,  which  is 
now  a  refuge  for  all  unprotected  women.  Her  patriotic  charities 
were  known  only  to  herself.  She  had  the  rare  gift  of  great  personal 
attraction  that  won  and  held  the  love  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  she  came  in  contact  All  her  work  gives  evidence  of  her  per- 
sonal touch.  She  never  hesitated  to  follow  the  promptings  of  her 
heart,  which  often  requires  courage.  Her  mind  was  one  of  high  cul- 
ture, enhanced  by  extensive  travel  and  residence  in  foreign  lands, 
as  well  as  on  her  own  continent. 

Mrs.  Hill  left  us  in  good  health  at  the  close  of  our  last  year's  ses- 
sion. Shortly  after  reaching  her  home,  however,  symptoms  of  pneu- 
monia developed,  serious  complications  followed,  and  then  came  the 
summons. 

Her  good  works,  her  loving  nature  are  the  example  and  guide  she 
leaves  us. 

"Lest  we  forget."  SUSAN  B.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 
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STATE  REPORTS 


AliABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  has  very  little  of  interest  to  report 

There  being  no  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina,  I  distributed  all 
of  the  reports  for  that  State.  The  beautiful  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Walker  touched  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of  her  people,  and 
the  demand  for  copies  of  the  report  was  so  great  that  the  supply 
was  soon  exhausted. 

An  old  Mount  Vernon  flag  was  given  to  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  for  their  Flag  Day  celebration.  They  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  account  of  the  work  done  by  this  Association. 

Failing  to  secure  the  Lafayette  candle  shades,  the  check  for  $30 
was  returned  to  Mr.  Dodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE   J.   JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  California  reports  having  distributed  Mount 
Vernon  reports  in  her  State. 
She  contributes  $100  to  the  work  of  the  Association. 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST, 

Vice  Regent  for  California. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Association  have  been  freely  distributed 
in  the  State;  also,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Mr.  Putnam,  Librarian  of 
Congress,  I  presented  to  the  Congressional  Library  our  annual 
printed  reports,  including  the  bound  volume  containing  reports  1858- 
1895,  as  well  as  the  unbound  issues  of  1896-1907,  with  the  pledge  of 
sending  hereafter  one  regular  yearly  copy  of  the  reports. 

To  the  office  building  I  supplied  six  pairs  of  sheets  and  one  dozen 
table  napkins. 

SUSAN  B.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut 
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DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report 

DISTRICT  OF  COIiUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  sincerely  regrets  that 
sickness  prevented  her  attendance  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  lOth. 
She  has  to  report  the  gift  of  a  decanter  used  by  General  Washington, 
donated  by  Mrs.  Buckingham,  a  niece  of  Miss  Coleman,  who  liberally 
assisted  in  furnishing  the  District  of  Columbia  room.  Please  acknowl- 
edge the  gift  to  Mrs.  Buckingham,  with  due  appreciation  of  her  kind- 
ness. Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  T.  BARNES. 
Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Long  illness  in  her  family  has  prevented  any  work  for  Mount  Ver- 
non, except  to  bring  again  a  design  for  an  insignia  from  Bailey, 
Banks  &  Biddle,  which  she  hopes  may  be  considered  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

My  condition  of  health  has  prevented  my  making  any  effort  for 
Mount  Vernon. 

A  small  entertainment  netted  $49.43. 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  Dodge,  has  made  a  request  for  some  addi- 
tions to  the  shrubs  on  the  lawn.  Mrs.  Marshall  Field  has  kindly 
sent  her  check  for  $50,  and  I  add  my  own  check  for  this  amount, 
making  the  amount  $149.43,  which  will  enable  Mr.  Dodge,  with  the 
appropriation  of  Council,  to  do  the  planting  desired. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  LBITBR, 
Vice  Regent  for  Illinois. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Interest  in  Mount  Vernon  and  its  preservation  still  continues  In 
the  State,  as  manifested  by  calls  for  information  concerning  its  history 
and  condition.  Requests  for  material  for  children's  eesajs  and  for  talks 
to  ladies'  clubs  are  frequently  sent  to  the  Vice  Regent  In  response, 
have  sent  the  Cunningham  pamphlet,  the  Gtoldsborough  brochure, 
the  typewritten  accounts  of  visits  to  Mount  Vernon  in  1798-1840,  to 
several  places  in  and  out  of  the  State. 

Librarians  are  asking  for  data  for  prize  essays  so  generally  in 
demand. 
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These,  it  is  hoped,  will  afford  opportunities  for  obtaining  knowl- 
edge of  the  history  of  the  Association  and  its  work,  and  will  develop 
patriotism  in  the  coming  generations. 

Many  letters  were  sent  in  answer  to  these  inquiries. 

The  Vice  Regent  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  thirty  or  forty  ladies 
of  a  nearby  city  and  presenting  the  patriotic  work  of  the  Association 
In  caring  for  Mount  Vernon. 

One  dollar  from  the  lola  lady  to  Kansas  Room  was  received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

I  haye  received  for  the  Kentucky  Room  at  Mount  Vernon  two  small 
gifts  of  money,  collected  on  February  22,  1909,  one  from  the  Louis- 
ville Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  other  from 
a  penny  collection  taken  in  public  schools,  one  of  these  being  a  school 
for  negro  children — the  first  evidence  given  of  their  interest  in 
Mount  Vernon.  This  small  sum  represents  great  enthusiasmf 
amongst  the  children,  who  are  being  taught  to  reverence  the  memory 
of  Washington. 

As  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  I  also  received,  on  February  22, 
many  postal  cards  appropriate  to  the  day,  with  original  expressions 
of  patriotic  devotion  from  young  children. 

I  have  distributed  copies  of  our  reports  for  1908,  and  of  the  memo- 
rial of  Miss  Cunningham. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky, 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana  has  only  to  report  having  sent  the 
Mount  Vernon  bound  report  to  the  papers  and  libraries.  To  all  the 
public  schools  built  of  brick,  ivy  from  the  Tomb  of  Washington  was 
presented,  which  was  done  with  ceremony  and  made  an  event  of. 

I  have  offered  also  photographs  of  the  equestrian  statue  of  Wash- 
ington presented  to  the  City  of  Paris  by  the  children  of  America, 
and  also  the  head  of  the  Dinwiddle  portrait  of  Washington  when 
very  young. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana. 
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MARYIiAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  reports  the  dlstrihution  of  reports 
of  the  Association  to  libraries  and  indiylduals. 

An  interesting  old  counterpane  that  belonged  to  Charles  Carroll, 
Barrister,  has  been  presented  by  Mrs.  Beall  and  Miss  Winn. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  been  offered  a  fine  specimen  of  Holstein 
cattle  from  a  herd  in  Frederick  County  when  conditions  are  favor- 
able to  resuming  the  dairy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  regrets  that  continued  ill 
health  prevents  any  active  work  beyond  distributing  reports  and  try- 
ing to  keep  alive  the  interest  in  Mount  Vernon. 

She  is  happy  to  send  an  interesting  relic— a  seal  given  by  Wlish- 
ington  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  bequeathed  by  him  to  Dr.  Park- 
man,  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

A  large  crowd  of  visitors  having  arrived  by  the  boat,  a  short  recess 
was  taken  to  enable  them  to  pass  through  the  Banquet  HalL 
On  reassembling  the  reading  of  the  State  reports  was  resumed. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  of  $300  from 
the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society  for  use  at  Mount  Vernon.  With 
renewed  interest  and  energy  the  Society  entered  upon  its  work  in 
the  fall,  and  decided  with  enthusiasm  to  resume  its  custom  of  giving 
an  entertainment — a  Mount  Vernon  Tea — on  the  22d  of  February, 
1909.  The  tea  was  given  on  the  afternoon  of  Washington's  Birthday 
in  a  hall  at  The  Pasadena,  and  a  charming  musical  program  fur- 
nished the  entertainment  There  was  a  sale,  also,  of  flowers,  old 
silver,  candies  and  Mount  Vernon  picture  cards.  Every  one  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  occasion  and  to  be  inspired  with  much  interest  in  Mount 
Vernon.  The  sum  contributed  will  be  held  in  reserve  for  the  pur- 
chase of  relics. 

The  reports  were  distributed  as  usual. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONB, 

Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 
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MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  the 
annual  donation  of  $10  from  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Amer- 
ica in  Minnesota,  also  a  gift  of  $8.25  from  the  Northfleld  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Minnesota. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 
Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi  distributed  all  the  reports  sent 
her,  and  several  copies  of  the  Life  of  Miss  Cunningham,  which  were 
received  with  interest 

Some  seedling  trees  and  ivy  plants  were  sent  from  Mount  Vernon 
by  request  of  the  Vice  Regent  to  two  of  the  schools  in  Mississippi, 
which  were  much  appreciated,  and  on  Washington's  Birthday  a  very 
interesting  celebration  was  held  by  the  Tazoo  City  school,  an  address 
made  by  the  Superintendent  about  Mount  Vernon,  followed  by  the 
planting  of  the  trees  and  ivy  by  the  children. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  the  honor  of  ofTering  a  very  interesting  bed 
spread  made  in  1814-'15  by  Mrs.  Mary  Butler  Gilbert  Pease,  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  who  was  a  half-brother  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh.  It  was  the  wish  of  this  lady's  daughters  that  this 
spread  should  be  placed  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  executrix  of  their 
will,  Mrs.  Page  is  making,  through  me,  the  proffer  of  the  spread  to 
the  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 
No  report. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska  reports  that  during  the  last  year 
sickness  in  her  family  and  absence  prevented  much  attention  to 
matters  relating  to  Mount  Vernon.  Interest,  however,  continues 
unabated,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  increase  as  the  public  is 
made  aware  of  what  has  been  done  and  of  the  excellent  management 
of  Mount  Vernon  under  direction  and  control  of  the  Association. 

The  Vice  Regent  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  devolving  upon 
her  as  one  of  the  committee  appointed  a  year  ago,  had  correspond- 
ence with  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page  in  regard  to  the  article  on  Mount 
Vernon  which  he  kindly  agreed  to  prepare,  and  a  short  time  ago 
received  from  him  his  manuscript,  which  is  a  most  attractive  history 
of  Mount  Vernon  and  Washington's  association  with  his  home.   This 
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paper  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  at  its  present  meeting  for 
such  action  as  it  may  determine  to  take. 

A  few  patriotic  citizens  of  Omaha  have  expressed  a  wiUingQees — 
indeed,  a  desire — to  pay  the  cost  of  having  the  article  illustrated  and 
published  in  attractive  form  to  be  presented  to  the  Association  and 
placed  on  sale  at  Mount  Vernon. 

REBEKAH  S.  BCANDERSON. 

Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  has  no  gift  from  her  State  to 
report  this  year.  She  has  distributed  the  reports  and  done  all  she 
could  to  give  information  about  the  work  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
LAdies'  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  P.  CONOVBR, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  reports  the  grift  of  General  Wash- 
ington's sword,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  Through  hiB 
great  generosity  Mount  Vernon  now  has  one  of  the  most  interesting 
relics. 

The  sword  was  worn  when  he  resigned  command  of  the  army, 
December  23,  1783;  when  he  was  inaugurated  first  President  of  the 
United  States,  April  30,  1789,  and  on  all  subsequent  state  occasions. 

Some  years  ago  $20,000  was  recommended  by  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  for  the  purchase  of  this  sword  from  the  great-niece  of  Wash- 
ington. Senator  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  in  urging  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  addressed  the  United  States  Senate  as  follows: 

"Take  the  sword  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  the  crown  of  any  king 
or  emperor  that  ever  lived,  and  place  upon  it  the  Kohinoor  diamond, 
and  let  them  be  worth  countless  millions,  and  they  would  not  have 
that  same  historic  worth  as  this  simple  relic  coming  from  the 
immortal  Washington." 

Under  General  Washington's  will  this  devise  was  written,  with  an 
injunction  "not  to  unsheath  for  the  purpose  of  shedding  blood,  ex- 
cept it  be  for  self-defense,  or  in  defense  of  their  native  country  and 
jits  rights,  and  in  the  latter  case  to  keep  it  unsheathed  and  to  prefer 
falling  with  it  in  their  hands  to  the  relinquishment  thereof.  Dttloe 
et  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori" 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 
Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 
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OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  reports  the  distribution  of  Mount  Vernon 
reports  to  the  libraries  and  universities  throughout  the  State,  and 
also  the  receipt  of  |5  from  the  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  Lima,  Ohio. 

ALICE  D.  IRWIN, 

Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 

OREGON  STATE  REPORT. 

The  annual  reports  for  1908  were  distributed  throughout  the  State 
of  Oregon,  first  to  the  Library  Association  of  Portland  and  the  State 
University,  then  through  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Library  Commis- 
sion to  their  institutions. 

On  Washington's  Birthday  framed  photographs  of  General  and 
Lady  Washington,  together  with  views  of  Mount  Vernon,  were  hung 
in  the  children's  room  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland;  a 
lecture  on  the  life  of  Washington  was  given  and  postal  card  views 
were  distributed  to  the  children  present.  The  Librarian  in  charge 
reports  so  much  interest  was  shown  that  the  same  thing  will  be 
done  the  coming  year. 

I  have  secured  an  engraving  of  Louis  XVI,  by  Bewick,  an  impres- 
sion taken  before  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  the  mutilation  of  the 
copper  plate«  and  if  it  proves,  upon  the  examination  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge,  to  be  a  better  and  earlier  print  than  the  one 
already  framed  and  hung,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  it  to  Mount 
Vernon.  Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  F.  FAILING, 

Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  in  submitting  her  report  for 
1909,  begs  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  report  for  1908  was 
omitted  from  the  minutes  and  reports.  She  therefore  wishes  to  ofTer 
again  a  resolution  that  the  Martha  Washington  Prayer  Book,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  George  C.  Thomas,  since  deceased;  the  old  print  of 
Mount  Vernon,  presented  by  Mrs.  Harry  Wain  Harrison;  and  the 
"Seven  Ages  of  Washington,"  presented  by  Owen  Wister,  be  accepted 
by  this  Council. 

The  Vice  Regent  Is  the  custodian  of  a  vase,  plate,  and  cup  and 
saucer,  the  two  last  marked  "M.  W.,"  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  by  a 
gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who  desires  his  name  to  remain  unknown. 
All  of  these  articles  belonged  to  the  Washlngtons. 

ELLEN  WALN  HARRISON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  has  to  report  that  literature  con- 
cerning Mount  Vernon  was  distributed  during  the  year. 

New  draperies  and  homespun  rugs,  woven  In  Rhode  Island,  were 
placed  In  the  Rhode  Island  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 

Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

South  Carolina  has  nothing  to  report  but  the  distribution  of  the 
reports  and  the  memorials  of  the  founder  of  the  Association  to  the 
schools  and  libraries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  A.  PRINGLB, 

Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 


No  report 
No  report 


TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 


The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has  no  report  of  work  done  In  her 
State  during  the  past  year.  She  presents  to  Council  the  correspond- 
ence concerning  relics  loaned  many  years  ago  by  General  Custis  Lee. 

P.  O.,  BuBKE,  Va.,  July  30,  1908. 
Habbison  ll.  Dodge,  Superintendent, 

Mount  Vernon,  Va. 

Deab  Sib — ^Tour  letter  of  the  28th  instant^  with  enclosed  news- 
paper slip,  was  received  yesterday. 

My  grandfather,  G.  W.  P.  Custis,  of  Arlington,  left  by  will  the 
Mount  Vernon  relics  to  my  mother,  his  daughter,  during  her  life, 
and  to  me  at  her  death.  The  will  Is  on  record,  I  suppose.  In  the 
Alexandria  County  Court  House. 

The  bedstead  in  question  was  known  at  Arlington  as  the  one  on 
which  General  Washington  died.  When  my  mother  left  Arlington  in 
the  spring  of  1861  she  took  the  bedstead  to  Ravensworth,  where  ft 
remained  until  Mrs.  Ball,  the  Virginia  Vice  Regent,  requeeted  the 
loan  of  it  for  Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  then  sent  to  the  furniture  factory  of  the  Messrs.  Green, 
Alexandria,  Va.,  to  be  cleaned  and  put  in  good  order  generally. 
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thence  it  was  taken  to  Mount  Vernon.    Since  that  time  I  haye  not 
seen  it,  but  suppose  that  it  has  been  well  taken  care  of. 

The  Messrs.  Green  got  permission  from  the  proper  authorities  not 
long  after  the  close  of  the  war,  1861-'65,  to  take  from  Arlington  what 
remained  of  the  furniture  and  other  household  articles.  The  secre- 
tary, gilt  mirror  and  two  gilt  brackets  were  doubtless  taken  to  Alex- 
andria at  that  time  by  the  Messrs.  Green.  Mrs.  Ball  saw  them  at  the 
factory  and  requested  that  they  might  go  to  Mount  Vernon  with  the 
bedstead.  I  gave  my  consent,  but  informed  her  that  I  was  not  sure 
that  they  had  orig^inally  come  from  Mount  Vernon.  I  am  in  no 
doubt  as  to  the  bedstead,  however. 

I  am  willing  to  give  you  any  information  I  can,  but  have  not  the 
health  nor  inclination  to  engage  in  newspaper  controversy. 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  W.  C.  Lee. 

P.  S. — If  you  will  have  a  deed  prepared  for  the  transfer  of  my 
title  to  the  relics  at  Mount  Vernon  sent  there  by  my  mother  and  self, 
I  will  execute  it  as  soon  as  practicable.  My  mother  sent  to  Mount 
Vernon,  I  think,  the  sideboard  and  harpsichord  that  originally  came 
from  there^  and  possibly  some  other  things.  She  had  legally  no 
right  to  dispose  of  these  articles,  but  could  haye  given  away  the 
whole  estate  of  my  grandfather — her  father — ^without  any  objection 
on  my  part    I  only  mention  this  to  avoid  possible  trouble  hereafter. 

G.  W.  C.  Lee. 

(Copy  of  transfer  of  title  above  referred  to,) 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  George  Washington  Custis 
Lee,  of  "RaTensworth,"  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  do  hereby  assign 
and  donate  unto  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union 
all  my  right,  title,  interest  and  estate  in  and  to  the  following  arti- 
cles, now  at  Mount  Vernon,  Fairfax  County,  Virg^inia,  yiz: 

The  bedstead  upon  which  Washington  died. 

One  mahogany  secretary. 

One  gilt  frame  mirror. 

Two  gilt  wall  brackets. 

One  sideboard. 

One  harpsichord. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  18th  day  of  August,  1908. 

Geobob  Washingtok  Custis  Lee. 

Witness:  Samuel  Ayres. 
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(Copy  of  certificate  of  abstract  of  will,) 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  abstract  from  the  will 
of  George  Washington  Parke  Custis  on  file  and  of  record  in  my  office: 

"My  daughter,  Mary  A.  R.  Lee,  has  the  privilege  by  this  will  of 
dividing  my  family  plate  among  my  grandchildren,  but  the  Mount 
Vernon  plate,  altogether  and  every  article  that  I  possess  relating  to 
Washington  and  that  came  from  Mount  Vernon,  is  to  remain  with 
my  daughter  at  Arlington  House  during  said  daughter's  life,  and  at 
her  death  to  go  to  my  eldest  grandson,  George  Washington  Custis 
Lee,  and  to  descend  from  him  entire  and  unchanged  to  my  latest 
posterity." 

Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  day  of  August,  1908. 

George  H.  Rugkeb,  Clerk,  Alexandria  Co.,  Va. 

By  H.  R.  Thomas,  D.  C. 

WASHINGTON  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  the  State  of  Washington  has  done  considerable 
work  this  year.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Association  have  been 
sent  to  the  State  Library  at  Olympia,  to  the  Seattle  Library,  and 
to  schools. 

Information  concerning  Mount  Vernon  has  been  given  by  letters 
to  a  number  who  have  asked  for  it  Nearly  one  hundred  copies  of 
the  memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham  were  given  Rainier  Chapter,  of 
Seattle;  six  were  given  Sacajana  Chapter,  Olympia,  and  also  to  indi- 
viduals who  were  greatly  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association. 

I  have  given  over  four  hundred  sets  of  Mount  Vernon  postal  cards 
to  colleges,  high  schools,  seminaries  and  a  few  private  schools 
throughout  the  State  of  Washington,  and  am  glad  to  report  a  great 
deal  of  interest  is  being  shown  by  men,  women  and  children,  especially 
school  teachers.  A  number  have  written  asking  where  these  sets 
may  be  procured. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZA  FERRY  LEARY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

No  report 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


Mount  Vebnon-on-thb-Potomac, 

Fairfax  CJounty,  YxBGnoA. 

April  30,  1909. 
To  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  the 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association, 

Ladies:  The  passing  of  another  year  favors  me  with  this  privilege 
of  relating  what  has  occurred  at  Mount  Vernon  since  your  last 
meeting. 

My  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1909,  is  as  follows: 
In  point  of  numbers  the  record  of  visitors  was  far  below  that  of 
the  previous  season,  when  the  Jamestown  Exposition  attracted  so 
many  to  this  part  of  the  world.  The  present  account  includes,  how- 
ever, two  other  events  which  caused  the  tide  of  travel  to  turn  in  this 
direction,  viz:  the  home-coming  of  the  great  American  fleet  and  the 
inauguration  of  the  President — the  latter  occasion  bringing  us  10,000 
strangers  in  one  week. 

The  total  for  the  entire  year  was  108,425.  Taking  all  things  into 
consideration  this  fairly  well  shows  by  comparison  the  average 
increase  we  may  expect  from  year  to  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  with  the  progress  of  time  there  is  no 
abatement  of  interest  in  the  memory  of  Washington,  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  a  distinctly  evident  increase  of  sentiment  as  succeeding  gen- 
erations gain  deeper  knowledge  of  his  wonderful  character.  And 
apparently  realizing  that  nowhere  so  well  as  at  this  sacred  spot  can 
the  true  atmosphere  of  the  great  man  be  encountered,  these  pilgrim- 
ages continue,  expanding  steadily  from  year  to  year. 

Let  me  now  point  out  what  has  engaged  my  efforts  in  pursuance  of 
the  instructions  handed  me  at  last  Council. 

DREDGING  BOAT  CHANNEL 

The  feature  of  greatest  expense  and  chief  importance  was  the 
dredging  of  the  channel  approach  to  our  wharf.  This  work,  you  will 
remember,  which  heretofore  had  been  attended  to  by  the  United 
States  Government,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  Potomac  River  im- 
provement disapproved  the  continuance  of  on  the  ground  that  our 
wharf  privileges  were  not  free  to  the  public,  but  were  controlled  by 
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an  exclusive  corporation.  Being  advised  by  our  lawyer  that  the 
Association,  before  undertaking  this  task,  would  be  obliged  to  have 
the  consent  of  the  War  Department,  and  also  the  State  of  Maryland, 
this  procedure  was  duly  followed  and  permits  from  both  obtained. 

•  The  dredging  scheme,  as  laid  before  last  Council,  contemplated 
deepening  the  boat  channel  Its  full  length,  of  course,  but  only  to  a 
width  of  100  feet,  this  width  seeming  to  be  sufficient  Thirty  thou- 
sand cubic  yards  of  the  material  from  this  cut  was  to  be  pumped 
ashore  and  deposited,  as  a  fill,  on  the  swamp  near  the  wharf.  Three 
reliable  firms  were  asked  to  bid,  and  the  one  finally  chosen  was  the 
Miner  Engineering  Company.    The  price  agreed  upon  was  $7,900. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Regent  a  contract  was  duly  drawn,  an 
Indemnity  bond  furnished,  and  the  work  was  begun  in  October,  the 
first  step  being  to  construct  strong  revetments  around  the  swamp  to 
confine  the  mud. 

The  spreading  of  30,00  cubic  yards  of  material  over  so  large  an 
acreage,  while  It  helped  the  cause  of  reclamation,  did  not  bring  the 
level  as  high  as  desired.  Therefore,  under  a  supplementary  propo- 
sition by  the  contractors,  the  Regent  consented,  on  my  recommenda- 
tion, to  have  the  boat  channel  dredged  to  the  original  width  of  150 
feet  and  the  turning  basin  at  the  wharf  widened,  thus  giving  more 
abundant  room  for  handling  the  steamboat  and  ample  berth  for 
freight  scows,  besides  adding  25,000  cubic  yards  to  the  swamp  Im- 
provements. 

This  supplemental  project  was  offered  upon  such  reasonable  terms 
as  to  admit  of  no  excuse  for  rejecting  it,  viz:  the  payment  of  |2,600 
to  await  the  pleasure  of  this  Council. 

The  final  dredging  was  completed  In  March  and  the  whole  work 
carefully  surveyed  by  a  representative  of  the  United  States  Engineer 
Department  His  report  of  March  29,  1909,  concludes  with  this  state- 
ment: "The  total  amount  of  material  that  has  been  dredged  from  the 
channel  and  turning  basin,  and  deposited  behind  the  bulkhead  (on 
the  swamp)  is  56,046  cubic  yards.  A  channel  has  been  obtained 
which  conforms  with  the  Government  project,  viz:  a  depth  of  10  feet 
at  mean  low  water  by  a  width  of  150  feet  Indeed,  the  depth  is  con- 
siderably In  excess  of  this  and  the  width  is  greater  than  required." 

Of  course,  this  mass  of  liquid  mud  will  require  several  months  to 
settle  and  solidify  before  we  can  make  use  of  Its  richness;  mean- 
while, however,  the  reclamation  of  that  malarial  marsh  has  been 
effectually  accomplished,  which  is  a  tremendous  gain  in  the  direction 
of  the  substantial  benefit  It  will  later  become. 
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COAL    VAULTS. 

The  construction  of  suitable  storage  vaults  for  coal  had  attention 
early  last  summer.  Excavating  the  hard  clay  to  a  depth  of  12  feet, 
the  walls  and  floor  of  concrete  were  arched  with  brick  and  cement* 
supported  on  heavy  steel  girders.  Manholes  were  provided  to  facili- 
tate storing  the  coal.  The  surface  was  subsequently  graded  over 
these  vaults,  leaving  apparently  nothing  indicative  of  change. 

One  vault  has  capacity  for  86  tons,  while  the  other  will  accommo- 
date 50  tons.  These  are  on  floor  level  with  the  subterranean  boiler- 
room,  which  fact  puts  the  coal  within  easy  reach. 

Our  winter  supply  of  coal  was  ordered  in  July,  but  not  delivered 
until  August  It  came  in  cars  direct  from  the  mines,  thus  saving  us 
the  cost  of  trans-shipping.  As  speedily  as  the  cars  were  unloaded  I 
had  teams  employed  in  hauling  the  coal  and  dumping  same  in  the 
vaults  as  provided. 

The  prices  paid  were  practically  as  for  the  year  previous,  viz: 
white  ash  anthracite  egg  and  stove,  |$  per  ton;  bituminous,  soft, 
$3.75  per  ton. 

CULVERT  AND  ROAD  WORK. 

In  restoring  to  its  former  line  a  portion  of  the  carriage  road  to  the 
West  Lodge  gate  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a  culvert  45  feet  long. 
Giving  this  a  waterway  3x3  feet  provides  amply  for  torrential  rains. 
To  resurface  the  roads  a  stratum  of  excellent  clay-gravel  was  devel- 
oped near  the  western  entrance,  and  from  it  enough  material  was 
excavated  to  cover  the  most  worn  sections. 

BRICK  STEPS  AT  OLD  TOMB. 

I  brought  to  your  notice  last  year  the  condition  of  the  broad  brick 
steps  near  the  Old  Tomb.  They  had  been  so  unsettled  by  frost, 
patched  and  repatched,  it  was  found  expedient  to  make  a  permanent 
improvement  here  by  complete  reconstruction.  Every  old  brick 
(strong  enough  to  stand  the  cleaning)  was  carefully  removed,  the 
clay  foundations  were  replaced  by  concrete  with  sub-drain  of  gravel, 
and  the  steps  relald  in  cement  The  original  lines  have  been  fol- 
lowed with  precision  and  the  effect  of  age  fairly  well  preserved. 

MANSION  STEPS  AND  DOORS. 

In  the  same  manner  the  stone  steps  and  flagging  on  the  west  front 
of  the  Mansion  were  treated.  The  old  sandstone  steps,  being  of 
unequal  hardness,  show  great  irregularity  in  wear.  For  the  resur- 
facing of  the  door  step  at  the  main  entrance  a  piece  of  sandstone 
like  the  old  was  procured.  To  replace  two  other  steps  and  some  of 
the  square  flagging,  irreparably  worn,  cement  duplicates  of  the  orig- 
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inals  were  made.  Solid  concrete  foundations  now  take  the  place  of 
loose  material  subject  to  frost  action. 

This  was  accomplished  so  as  to  give  a  finished  appearance  identi- 
cal with  its  old  form. 

It  having  been  discovered  by  investigation  a  year  ago  that  the 
outside  of  the  six  (Mansion)  doors  exposed  to  weather  were  orig- 
inally dark  green,  Council  instructed  me  to  have  that  color  restored. 
These  old  pine  doors  had  been  painted  so  many  times  and  so  roughly 
it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  all  the  old  paint  before  applying 
the  new.  It  is  fortunate  this  was  done,  for  weaknesses  were  revealed 
which  we  have  now  been  able  to  correct. 

The  colonnades  at  each  end  of  the  Mansion  were  improved  by  a 
coat  of  paint. 

The  valley  gutter  of  the  east  portico  leaked  so  badly  it  had  to  be 
renewed,  using  the  best  tin  procurable.  The  down  spouts  of  the 
Mansion  and  other  buildings  were  strengthened  and  eave  gutters 
generally  overhauled.  The  lightning  rods,  too,  were  inspected  and 
readjusted. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

Shingle  roofs  of  several  of  the  buildings  required  patching. 

At  the  North  Lodge  gate  the  flat  roofs  covering  the  passageways 
had  rusted  out  and  new  tin  was  applied.  The  floors,  too,  had  to  be 
strengthened  and  the  interior  of  one  of  the  lodges  was  painted  and 
calcimined. 

A  small  portion  of  the  stone  pavement  near  this  gate  was  taken 
up  and  relaid. 

Metal  roofs  were  painted  as  usual,  and  fences  and  gates  were  re- 
paired and  whitewashed. 

The  iron  smoke  flues  of  the  hot  water  plant  yielded  to  the  long 
and  constant  strain  upon  them,  which  necessitated  renewal.  At  the 
same  time  new  grates,  of  which  we  had  a  supply,  were  put  in  place 
of  those  no  longer  fit  for  service.  These  are  the  flrst  extensive 
repairs  to  this  hot  water  plant  we  have  found  essential,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  excellence  of  its  construction. 

While  the  machinists  were  here  the  steam  flre  engine  was  put  in 
thorough  order  and  a  new  smokestack  supplied. 

For  lodge  men  engaged  here  at  times  on  special  work  I  had  the 
old  log  cabin  plastered  inside  and  made  habitable. 

In  Harrison's  cabin  the  plaster  walls  were  patched  and  the  exterior 
whitewashed. 

The  floors  and  walls  of  the  outhouses  were  properly  looked  after. 

In  the  Quarters  the  partition  between  the  Texas  bedroom  and  pas- 
sageway has  been  extended,  and  a  ventilating  transom  arranged  for 
the  West  Virginia  bedroom. 
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The  sleeping  rooms  over  the  office  were  calcimined. 

Greenhouse  Improvements  had  to  do  principally  with  strengthen- 
ing and  refilling  the  stages,  substituting  good  glass  for  those  acci- 
dentally broken,  adjusting  the  ventilators  and  painting  the  wood- 
work. 

At  the  wharf  we  had  occasion  to  do  some  painting  of  steps,  crib- 
bing and  fender  piles.  By  facing  with  a  stout  strip  of  half-round 
iron  the  piling  with  which  the  boat  comes  in  contact  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  wood  is  prevented  and  the  duration  of  these  fenders 
greatly  increased. 

With  a  quantity  of  old  bricks  which  had  gradually  accumulated  a 
comfortable  foot-walk  was  laid  extending  in  rear  of  the  new  cottages. 

The  small  brick  vault  covering  the  hydraulic  ram  was  repaired, 
and  the  walls  of  the  garden,  greenhouse  and  barn  pointed  where  the 
old  mortar  joints  showed  weakness. 

Repairs  of  minor  character  Improved  the  chicken  house,  dog  ken- 
nel, door  steps  of  various  buildings,  etc. 

A  break  in  the  three-inch  water  main  leading  from  the  artesian 
well  was  caused  by  an  unequal  settling  of  earth  on  the  steep  hillside. 
In  correcting  this  we  have  provided  against  a  similar  occurrence  by 
installing  a  swinging  joint  to  allow  for  contraction  or  expansion. 

The  wooden  shroud  anchors  supporting  the  flagstaff,  weakened  by 
age  and  wind  strain,  were  replaced  by  more  substantial  ones  of  rein- 
forced concrete.  Occasion  was  taken  to  renew  some  of  the  metal 
capping  of  the  topmast,  paint  the  mast  and  reeve  on  a  new  flag 
halyard, 

For  two  handsome  flags  we  are  indebted  to  the  successors  of  Miss 
McFadden,  who,  many  years  ago,  began  such  useful  presentations. 
These  flags,  one  of  20  feet,  the  other  9,  invariably  arrive  in  time  for 
Washington's  Birthday  and  are  raised,  respectively,  at  the  Mansion 
and  Tomb. 

Two  sad  events  during  the  past  year  called  for  the  special  lower- 
ing of  the  Mount  Vernon  flags:  the  deaths  of  ex-President  Cleveland 
and  of  Mrs.  Hill,  the  lamented  Vice  Regent  for  Colorado. 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Miss  Cunningham  Mount  Ver- 
non flowers  were  sent  to  her  grave. 

TOMB. 

Observance  of  the  long-time  custom  of  decorating  the  Tomb  on 
regular  dates  was  continued. 

On  May  30  a  large  wreath  of  roses  was  received  from  the  White 
House. 

July  4,  the  sarcophagi  were  almost  hidden  in  blooms  from  our 
garden. 


26 


In  September  a  visiting  delegation  known  as  "Franz  Schubert 
Msennerchor"  brought  a  handsome  floral  tribute. 

December  14,  the  anniversary  of  Washlngrton's  death,  in  addition 
to  our  own  memorials,  deputations  from  the  Masonic  Lodges  at  Alex- 
andria and  Fredericksburg  placed  wreaths  upon  his  sarcophagus. 

December  29,  superb  floral  offerings  were  brought  by  the  Chinese 
Minister  and  a  party  of  his  distinguished  countnrmen. 

December  30,  the  President  of  Guatemala  added  his  respectful  and 
beautiful  tribute. 

February  22  was  appropriately  commemorated  by  the  George 
Washington  Birthday  Association  of  Alexandria,  and  the  Liberty 
Lodge  of  Beverly,  Mass. 

March  5«  the  Union  League  of  Brooklsm  paid  homage  by  an  ad- 
dress and  the  gift  of  handsome  flowers. 

April  9,  distinguished  visitors  from  Japan  signified  their  deep 
appreciation  of  our  National  Hero,  as  well  as  the  church  festival,  by 
asking  that  their  wreath  be  placed  at  the  Tomb  on  Easter  Day. 

April  19,  Mrs.  Frederick  B.  Stevens,  on  behalf  of  the  Michigan 
Mount  Vernon  Society,  sent  a  large  wreath  of  galax  leaves. 

April  21,  the  Society  of  the  Children  of  the  American  Revolution 
brought  floral  pieces  in  memory  of  General  and  Mrs.  Washington. 

DONATIONS. 

From  Mr.  Charles  A.  Munn,  of  New  York,  was  received  a  copy  of 
his  book  entitled  "Three  Types  of  Washington  Portraits." 

From  Mrs.  Victor  V.  Miller,  of  Mason  and  Dixon,  Pa.,  a  unique 
relic  in  the  shape  of  a  small  box  made  of  a  piece  of  Washington's 
coffin,  lined  with  wood  from  the  tree  under  which  William  Penn 
held  his  first  treaty  with  the  Indians  (16S2),  and  an  inlaid  ivory 
disc  containing  a  very  small  lock  of  Washington's  hair. 

Mrs.  Mary  Stevens  Beall,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  contributed  "for 
our  archives"  a  cloth-bound  copy  of  her  booklet  called  "The  Wash- 
ington Coaches  and  the  Powel  Coach  now  at  Mount  Vernon." 

An  old  engraving  of  the  "Washington  Family,"  marked  "Presented 
to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  by  Miss  Florence  A.  Hart,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Nathan  W.  Oliver  and  Mrs.  William 
A.  Winder,"  the  latter  once  a  member  of  the  Association  from  New 
Hampshire. 

Gen.  G.  W.  Custis  Lee,  of  Ravensworth,  In  1876-77  (through  the 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia)  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Association 
certain  relics,  including  the  bedstead  on  which  Washington  died. 

Last  summer  he  kindly  volunteered  to  transfer  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association  all  his  right  and  interest  in  whatever  he  or 
his  mother  had  formerly  sent    The  Regent  readily  acquiesced  In 
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this,  and  €toneral  Lee  forthwith  executed  a  formal  deed  of  transfer 
of  the  several  (enumerated)  articles. 

Through  Mr.  Lawrence  Washington  was  acquired  an  Interesting 
map  of  New  Bngland  used  by  General  Washington  during  his  mili- 
tary campaign. 

From  Mr.  William  de  Hertbum  Washington  the  Bible  containing 
a  record  of  family  events.  Including  the  birth  and  baptism  of  George 
Washington,  was  purchased. 

From  Mr.  Francis  R.  Appleton,  of  New  York,  |5. 

WASHINGTON  DIARIES. 

The  project  of  obtaining,  through  the  Library  of  Congress,  type- 
written copies  of  the  diaries  kept  by  Washington,  Is  partially  accom- 
plished. Arrangements  were  entered  Into  with  an  official  copyist  of 
the  Library,  Miss  Edna  L.  Stone,  who  has  shown  painstaking  eftort 
In  the  rather  difficult  work.  All  the  Washington  diaries  (In  the 
Library)  from  1760  to  1785  Miss  Stone  has  already  furnished  us 
duplicate  copies  of.  There  remain  at  least  600  pages  of  typewritten 
matter  to  cover  the  records  extending  from  1785  to  1799.  Some 
portions  of  the  original  diaries,  not  accessible  to  the  Library  of 
Congress,  I  purchased  printed  copies  of,  to  enable  us  to  have,  as  far 
as  possible,  all  of  Washington's  personal  notes. 

GARDEN  AND  GROUNDS. 

The  flower  gardefi  never  looked  more  attractive  than  during  the 
past  year.  By  the  gn*adual  perpetuation  of  the  old  style  flowers  the 
public  Interest  Is  Increased.  The  splendid  box  hedges — always  the 
most  noticeable  feature— -continue  to  thrive,  and  so  do  the  four 
ancient  pear  trees  which,  according  to  Washington's  diary,  were 
planted  by  him  In  1785. 

The  propagation  and  distribution  of  slips  from  the  rose  bushes  he 
named  for  his  mother  and  adopted  daughter,  of  seed  from  his  famous 
Magnolia  Grandlflora,  of  box  from  the  hedges  he  planted,  of  Ivy 
from  his  Tomb,  spreads  abroad  the  veneration  for  this  Virginia  gen- 
tleman. 

Why  persons  have  not  more  generally  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  getting  from  our  forest  seedlings  of  the  various 
varieties  of  oak  to  plant  on  their  estates  Is  a  puzzle  to  me.  Adver- 
tising has,  so  far,  brought  no  orders,  and  meanwhile  the  crop  of 
young  trees  Is  going  to  waste. 

Seventy-flve  of  these  seedling  oaks  were  shipped  last  winter  for 
the  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri,  to  present  to  the  Washington  Univer- 
sity In  St  Louis,  and  through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi  a  few 
were  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Tazoo  City  and  Can- 
ton, Miss. 
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Before  these  shipments  could  be  made  or  any  nursery  stock  sold 
we  were  compelled  by  a  comparatively  new  law  of  Virginia  to  await 
an  inspection  of  nursery,  garden  and  woodland  by  the  State  Ento- 
mologist If  this  inspection  showed  a  "clean  bill  of  health/'  that  la, 
if  the  plant  life  at  Mount  Vernon  was  found  free  from  San  Jose 
scale  or  other  disease,  then,  upon  application,  a  certificate  of  regis- 
tration would  be  issued  to  us.  These  formalities  were  fully  com- 
plied with  and  we  now  hold  a  proper  certificate  enabling  us  to  dis- 
pose of  our  produce.  But  each  September  there  must  be  a  new 
inspection  and  certificate  if  we  would  "continue  In  business,"  and 
with  each  year  a  payment  of  $20.  So  it  behooves  us  to  exploit  our 
little  trees  and  create  a  demand  for  them. 

The  special  treatment  of  our  aged  trees  by  expert  trimmers  was 
again  entrusted  to  Professor  Withers.  His  six  skilled  men  came 
early  in  November  and  were  comfortably  lodged  in  the  old  log  cabin 
I  had  fitted  up'  for  them.  They  remained  here  but  three  weeks 
because  of  limited  appropriation. 

I  therefore  directed  their  energies  to  trees  especially  difficult  to 
treat,  leaving  for  less  skilled  climbers  work  we  can  very  well  manage 
to  do  ourselves.  The  trees  which  had  their  attention  are  between 
the  Tomb  and  wharf  and  in  the  deer  park.  As  closely  as  I  can 
reckon  they  "doctored"  upward  of  100  old  trees.  This  they  got 
through  with  without  any  serious  accident. 

Following  these  men  our  regular  laborers  had  much  cleaning  up 
to  do,  cutting  up  and  burning  brush,  extracting  stumps  and  burning 
them.  Similar  duty  engaged  their  attention  later  when  they  cleared 
sprouts  and  undergrowth  from  our  boundary  on  the  north. 

The  kitchen  garden  has  been  looked  after  with  Interest  and  indus- 
try. Having  lightened  the  clay  soil  by  plowing  in  quantities  of 
leaves  (those  raked  from  the  lawns  in  autumn),  its  character  has 
been  markedly  improved. 

From  the  different  vegetables  grown  last  season  we  canned  a  con- 
siderable amount  for  winter  use.  The  figs  did  not  mature  very  well, 
nor  did  the  wall  fruits  succeed.  It  being  necessary  to  renew  the 
propagating  beds,  concrete  was  used  instead  of  wood  as  heretofor& 
The  sash  were  practically  rebuilt  and  reglazed.  New  posts  for  the 
gn*ape  trellis  were  supplied  and  terrace  steps  rebuilt  To  prevent  in 
great  measure  the  draft  on  the  soil  near  the  north  wall,  caused  by 
the  multitude  of  roots  from  the  large  trees  adjacent,  we  trenched 
deeply  along  that  side  of  the  garden  and  cut  off  those  roots  which  so 
sapped  the  fertility.  Grape  vines,  currants,  gooseberries,  small  fruits 
and  figs  were  pruned,  the  latter  being  covered  before  winter  set  in  as 
protection  against  frost 


29 

The  care  of  the  lawns  during  the  summer  keeps  the  men  continu- 
ally busy,  yet  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the  Bermuda  grass  our 
turf  here  will  always  present  a  mangy  appearance  in  early  spring. 
Perennial  rye  grass  sown  on  bare  spots  gives  only  temporary  effect 
of  greenness,  which  lasts,  however,  until  the  Bermuda  grass  reap- 
pears, usually  in  June. 

What  leaves  are  not  directly  applied  to  and  turned  into  the  soil 
are  dumped  into  the  barnyard  or  deep  ravines  for  compost 

We  have  had  gratifying  results  in  'the  use  of  Herbicide  to  subdue 
weed  growth  in  the  cobble  gutters.    Two  good  applications  in  the 

course  of  the  season  rids  them  entirely  of  this  pest. 

• 

The  walks  and  roads  about  the  place  require  much  attention,  espe- 
cially those  on  steep  grades,  where  rain  wash  does  greatest  injury. 

Authorized  by  you  last  year  to  assist  (with  our  men  and  teams) 
in  bettering  the  condition  of  the  road  approach  to  Mount  Vernon,  I 
employed  our  force  during  one  week  in  July  and  again  this  spring 
digging  and  hauling  gravel  to  fill  a  particularly  bad  section  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  distant  The  more  urgent  need  for  special 
work  on  the  estate  interrupted  this  road  improvement,  but  I  trust 
I  may  be  allowed  to  continue  it  later. 

FARM. 

The  farming  operations  last  season,  in  consequence  of  adverse 
weather  conditions,  proved  very  discouraging.  The  long  drought 
and  unusual  heat  of  June  severely  injured  the  young  crops  of  com 
and  whippoorwill  peas.  The  latter  recovered  in  vine  growth  (when 
rain  fell),  but  did  not  bloom,  so  yielded  no  grain.  Four  acres  in 
potatoes  produced  barely  enough  to  pay  for  seed.  From  18  acres  in 
com  we  made  but  77i^  barrels. 

Ten  acres  sown  with  crimson  clover  show  marked  irregularitieei 
in  development,  but  this  is  largely  due  to  the  different  clays  which 
outcrop  on  that  slope  (the  hillside  facing  the  river). 

Two  carloads  of  agricultural  lime  (amounting  to  48  tons)  arrived 
and  was  hauled  to  the  fields  last  autumn. 

For  distributing  lime  and  manure  an  improved  mechanical  spreader 
was  purchased. 

Fourteen  acres  were  seeded  to  rye  for  early  pasture  and  to  be  fal- 
lowed for  com. 

Four  acres  (next  to  the  east  lawn)  are  sown  for  hay  and  pasture. 

Nine  acres  adjoining  are  in  oats  and  grass. 

Five  acres  (north)  in  oats. 

Ten  acres  (river  front)  in  crimson  clover. 

Bighteen  acres  (last  year's  corn  ground)  are  being  prepared  for 
whippoorwill  peas. 
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There  are  two  lots,  each  four  acres,  at  present  available  for  paa^ 
ture. 

As  approved  by  the  Farm  Committee  during  Council  I  sold  our 
small  flock  of  sheep  and  lambs,  getting  very  good  prices  for  them. 
It  was  deemed  advisable  to  change  to  fresh  stock  later  on  when  our 
grazing  advantages  warrant  it 

We  have  managed  to  do  all  our  regular  team  work — ^that  Is,  coach 
service,  farming,  hauling  material,  etc,  with  the  coach  horses  and 
one  pair  of  mules. 

On  elytra  occasions  outside  teams  have  been  hired. 

We  really  need  another  pair  of  draft  horses  to  fill  our  requirements 
for  steady  work.  The  colt  we  raised  here  turned  out  badly  and 
ought  to  be  disposed  of. 

There  are  fourteen  deer  in  the  park  and  three  or  four  at  large  on 
the  estate.  To  change  the  breeding,  and  thereby  benefit  the  herd, 
four  bucks  were  disposed  of  last  winter,  and  two  needed  to  replace 
them  are  partially  engaged. 

BOAT. 

Owing  to  the  favoring  condition  of  weather  the  boat  continued  its 
daily  trips  later  than  usual  last  winter.  On  January  1  service  was 
suspended  to  admit  of  urgent  repairs  and  resumed  on  February  15, 
thus  being  in  ample  season  to  accommodate  the  great  number  of 
strangers  attracted  to  Washington  in  February  and  March. 

To  facilitate  travel  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the  "Inaugural  week," 
the  Regent  approved  my  recommendation  to  admit  visitors  from  9 
o'clock  A.  M.  until  6  P.  M.,  thus  making  is  possible  for  the  boat  to 
make  three  round  trips  each  day. 

The  trolley  service  was  so  well  arranged  that  there  were  but  short 
intervals  between  trains  and  no  congestion  in  the  handling  of  crowda 

We,  of  course,  had  to  employ  the  usual  number  of  extra  guards  to 
direct  the  visitors  and  protect  the  property. 

Of  almost  daily  occurrence  are  the  involuntary  expressions  of 
delight  uttered  by  those  who  appreciate  what  you  ladies  have  accom- 
plished in  the  direction  of  restoring  Mount  Vernon  and  retaining  its 
original  appearance. 

The  continuance  of  your  good  work  calls  for  recommendations  as 
to  what  repairs  or  restorations  should  be  arranged  for  at  this  seesloiL 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  following  list  is  by  way  of  suggestion  to  assist  your  commit- 
tees in  calculating  for  work  in  the  near  future. 

Shingles  for  Mansion. 

Last  year  I  asked  for  permission  to  buy  60,000  shingles  for  the 
Mansion  roof.    Because  this  roof  must  be  renewed  before  very  long. 
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and  also  for  the  reason  that  the  particular  class  of  lumber  of  which 
these  shingles  are  made  Is  growing  scarcer  every  year,  and  therefore 
increasing  in  value,  I  deemed  it  wise  to  place  an  order  for  this  mate- 
rial without  delay. 

The  necessity  for  reproducing  accurately  the  original  roof  pre- 
cludes the  use  of  any  substitute  such  as  tiles,  slate  or  asbestos 
shingles  (which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  old  rafters  are  not  strong 
enough  to  bear),  but  calls  for  the  best  rived  shingles,  because  Wash- 
ington had  them. 

Rived  shingles  are  rarely  made  now,  it  seems,  because  sawing  them 
is  easier  than  splitting.  Inquries  through  the  lumber  regions  of  the 
South  were  made  by  the  Vice  Regents  for  Mississippi  and  Texas,  but 
without  just  the  success  desired.  Within  the  past  month,  however, 
several  satisfactory  proposals  have  given  opportunity  for  selection. 
When  these  shingles  are  obtained  they  should  be  subjected  to  some 
fire-resisting  process  and  laid  aside  to  thoroughly  season  before  use 
on  the  roof. 

Deeb  Pabk  Wall. 

A  repair  I  advised  for  last  year,  but  which,  because  of  more  pressing 
work,  could  not  then  be  undertaken,  was  the  wall  supporting  the 
iron  fence  of  the  deer  park.  Frost  action  there  has  heaved  the  stone 
coping  and  otherwise  aftected  the  brick  work.  This  should  be  cor- 
rected and  the  footing  of  the  wall  made  more  secure  by  a  substantial 
construction  of  reinforced  concrete. 

Bbiok  Pavement. 

There  should  be  a  short  extension  of  the  paving  toward  the  wharf, 
where,  bcause  of  the  grade,  it  is  impossible  to  otherwise  suitably 
maintain  a  proper  footway. 

Telephone  Wires. 

To  dispense  with  the  unsightly  poles  and  wires  near  our  buildings 
I  would  advise  an  underground  conduit  for  a  distance  of  about  800 
feet. 

Public  Closet  Equipment. 

The  increasing  travel  demands  better  toilet  facilities  for  visitors. 
The  present  equipment  is  obsolete  and  has  caused  frequent  com- 
plaint Therefore,  it  is  my  duty  to  advise  an  improvement  in  this 
respect,  which  is  really  needed. 

Painting. 

Several  of  the  buildings  and  roofs  should  be  painted  this  summer. 

The  foregoing  items  cover  the  objects  of  particular  importance. 
After  inspection  and  conference  with  the  committee  this  list  may  be 
changed. 
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I  am  grateful  for  the  many  expressions  of  pleasure  I  liave  beard 
from  the  ladles  present  touching  the  appearance  of  Mount  VemoiL 
I  can  only  repeat  my  assurance  thlit  our  interest  in  the  betterment 
and  safeguarding  of  this  historic  spot  never  flags — on  the  contrary 
is  stimulated  by  achievements  which  have  excited  popular  acclaim. 

The  continued  consideration  and  encouragement  with  which  yon 
have  invariably  honored  me  and  my  assistants  is  deeply  appreciated 
and  it  is  hoped  we  may  always  merit  your  good  opinion. 

Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE. 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT 


For  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1909,  the  financial  statement  of 
the  Superintendent  gives 

Wharf  entrances,  96  at  25c $24.00 

Visitors  by  railway,  66,372  at  25c 16,593.00 

Visitors  by  boat,  41,957  at  25c 10,489.25 

Wharf  privileges   99.96 

Total    $27,206.21 

Revenue  from  other  sources 14.254.94 

Total    $41,461.15 

Total  expenditures   42,582.46 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT  FOR  1908 


Sept  3 — Had  printed  by  T.  W.  Morgan,  Ottawa,  Kansas,  sixty 
(60)  copies  of  minutes,  and  eight  hundred  (800)  copies  of 
repprts  190.00 

(3heck  from  Regent 90.00 

Office  expenses: 

Typewriting   115.00 

Packages  to  Vice  Regents 6.35 

Postage,  single  copies 2.50 

Expressing  box  of  reports  and  minutes  to  Mount  Vernon. .     4.00 

Envelopes,  twine,  paper,  etc 2.50 

Assistant  5.00 

Sept  29 — ^ESxpressing  box  reports 2.00 

Sept  29 — ^Registered  package 88 

138.23 
Balance  from  last  year 11.22 

Total 127.01 

Dec  21 — Check  from  Superintendent 27.01 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Secretary  of  Council. 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT 


Mount  Vernon,  May  14,  1909. 

Ladies:  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  our  old  garden 
never  looked  better.  The  boxwood  hedge  passed  through  a  trying 
period  during  March,  but,  happily,  is  in  fine  shape. 

Mrs.  Brown,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  kindly  sent  me  plants 
of  Bottonia,  which  I  have  planted  and  which  are  doing  welL 

The  narrow  grass  borders  have  always  been  a  source  of  annoy- 
ance, and  I  have  substituted  violet  borders  in  lower  end  of  garden, 
which  I  think  will  simplify  matters  for  all  time.  I  hope,  eventually, 
to  have  all  the  borders  of  violets^  primroses  and  pinks. 

The  miserable  weather  of  the  Inaugural  period  interfered,  of 
course,  with  our  sales,  but  proportionally  I  think  my  receipts  were 
better  than  the  year  1907-'08,  as  the  travel  was  nothing  like  as  great 
the  past  year. 

Total  receipts  1697.40 

Expenditures  for  postage,  etc 13.30 

Cash  to  Superintendent $684.10 

Hoping  that  my  efforts  may  meet  your  hearty  approval,  and  that 
each  succeeding  year  you  may  see  an  improvement,  I  am,  dear  ladies. 

Tours  faithfully, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHBLAN, 

Head  Gardener. 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


MANSION  CX>MMITTEE. 

The  repairs  recommended  by  the  Mansion  Committee  last  year 
have  been  carried  out  and  the  Mansion  is  in  excellent  condition. 

The  following  suggestions  are  submitted: 

The  shutters  and  cellar  doors  of  the  Mansion  require  painting. 

A  new  door  sill  for  kitchen  and  a  stone  or  concrete  step  to  replace 
the  wooden  one. 

Several  stones  in  the  coping  of  east  portico  to  be  reset 

The  Superintendent  has  succeeded  in  getting  a  portion  of  the  shin- 
gles suitable  for  roof  of  Mansion  and  is  taking  measures  to  secure 
more.    Fifty  thousand  shingles  will  be  required. 

The  most  Important  matter  to  be  acted  upon  is  the  preservation  of 
the  comer  stone,  to  which  the  attention  of  Council  was  called  in  the 
Superintendent's  report  and  in  the  Mansion  report  of  last  year.  We 
beg  that  serious  consideration  be  given  to  this  subject. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Chairman. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 
MARGARETTA  M.  BARRET. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 

REPORT  OP  FURNITURE   COMMITTEE. 

Tour  Committee  has  gone  over  the  house  and  submits  the  follow- 
ing suggestions: 

1.  In  Mrs.  Washington's  room  a  card  should  be  placed  on  table 
stating  it  was  here  in  General  Washingrton's  day. 

2.  Card  rewritten  giving  statement  that  the  candle  was  at  Tork- 
town  illumination. 

3.  Dining-room:  That  card  be  placed  on  mantel  ornaments  stating 
they  belonged  to  Lafayette. 

The  bust  of  Washington  to  be  touched  up  with  brown  paint  where 
chipped  off.    Placard  on  palmetto  wood  rewritten. 

4.  West  Parlor:  Stains  removed,  if  possible,  from  yellow  satin 
chairs. 

Banquet  Hall:  Ask  for  glass  and  frame  to  be  renewed  on  card 
descriptive  of  mantel-piece.    Portraits  over  doors  to  be  reframed 
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corresponding  to  frame  on  Gilbert  Stuart  portrait  Card  on  Chinese 
Jar»  which  belonged  to  Washington. 

River  Room:  Mirror  over  washstand  cleaned. 

Lafayette  Room:   Valance  on  bed  mended. 

Spare  Bedroom:  Bed  spread  and  valance  washed  and  windows 
cleaned. 

West  Spare  Room:   New  shades;  towels. 

North  Carolina  Room:   Spread  washed. 

Maine  Room:  New  shade.  Two  chairs  in  this  room  to  be  brought 
down  stairs. 

That  nail  be  removed  from  copy  of  Gilbert  Stuart  portrait. 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  that  it  has  examined  the  contents 
of  the  library  and  find  them  in  good  condition.    The  books  have  all 
been  removed  from  the  shelves,  dusted,  examined  and  replaced  in 
proper  order. 
The  following  volumes  have  been  received: 
'Three  Types  of  Washington  Portraits."  C.  A.  Munn. 
'Monuments  of  Washington's  Patriotism,"  presented  by  Mr.  Syl- 
vester Pope,  of  New  York. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 
HELEN  P.  CONOVER, 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONB. 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Guide  Book  reports  that  important  changes 
have  been  recommended  for  the  Guide  Book  for  the  next  edition.  It 
is  recommended  that  an  inventory  be  made  of  all  the  Washington 
relics  and  published  in  the  Guide  Book,  also  a  map  df  the  house 
and  grounds. 

It  is  recommended  that,  with  Mr.  Owen  Wister's  permission,  the 
last  chapter  of  his  book,  "Seven  Ages  of  Washington,"  be  quoted  in 
the  new  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  as  expressing  most  beautifully 
the  spirit  of  Mount  Vernon. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Acting  Chairman. 
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BY-LAWa 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  submit  their  report,  making  no  change 
whatever  In  the  By-Laws  as  printed  In  1901,  but  to  add  the  follow- 
ing committees:  Committee  on  Guide  Book,  Committee  on  Inyestl- 
gatlon  of  Washington  Relics,  and  Committee  on  Post  Cards. 

RBBEKAH  S.  MANDBRSON,  Chairman. 
ANNE  A.  BROWN. 
ELIZA  F.  LEART. 

PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Press  Committee  has  kept  the  public  Informed  through  the 
Washington  papers  of  the  Important  relics  presented  to  Mount  Ver- 
non during  this  session  of  Council. 

MART  TEATMAN  WEBB,  Chairman. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 

MARGARETTA  BARRET. 

ANNE  A.  BROWN. 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

The  Committee  on  Kitchen  Garden  Is  much  pleased  with  Its  pres- 
ent condition. 

It  suggests  that  part  of  the  Garden  be  again  divided  Into  square 
vegetable  beds,  with  the  small  dwarf  fruit  trees  planted  as  shown  In 
one  print 

The  old  brick  steps  should  be  restored,  and  the  forcing  beds  re- 
moved from  the  garden  proper  and  made  outside  of  the  walls  and 
the  number  to  be  Increased;  wall  fruits  to  be  trimmed  and  those 
removed  restored  and  new  plants  put  on  the  north  wall  of  the  garden. 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON,  Chairman. 
E.  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 

FARM  COMMITTEE. 

The  Farm  Committee,  after  Inspecting  the  estate.  Is  Impressed 
with  the  difficulties  attending  the  treatment  of  this  dense  clay  solL 
Tendency  to  weed  growth  seriously  affects  the  maintenance  of  i>er- 
manent  pastures  and  necessitates  frequent  rotation  of  crops. 

Perseverance  In  deep  plowing  and  the  plentiful  application  of 
manure  and  lime  must  In  time  restore  these  hills  to  fertility,  an 
additional  factor  being  occasional  plowing  under  of  crops,  such  aa 
clover  and  peas.  Lime  was  applied  to  60  acres  last  winter,  and  we 
would  recommend  an  appropriation  this  year  for  manure. 
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Reclaiming  the  swamp  gives  us  the  pleasing  prospect  of  a  rich  and 
productive  meadow  when  its  cultivation  is  possible. 

Until  the  problem  of  pasture  is  mastered  we  deem  it  advisable  to 
do  away  with  the  dairy. 

There  is  need  for  another  horse  to  be  used  for  general  purposes. 
The  colt,  not  proving  suitable*  should  be  sold. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  be 
asked  to  send  an  expert  to  examine  the  soil  of  the  farms  of  Mount 
Vernon,  and  that  a  special  laborer  be  employed  for  farm  work  only. 
Also  that  a  change  be  made  by  buying  seed  from  a  Northern  firm. 

PHOBBE  A.  HEARST,  Chairman. 
ELLiEN  W.  HARRISON. 
MART  YBATMAN  WEBB. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
REBBKAH  S.  MANDERSON. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLB. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  has  to  report  the  receipt  of  the  sword  worn  by 
General  Washington  when  he  resigned  command  of  the  army  at  An- 
napolis after  the  Revolution,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan, 
through  Miss  Townsend,  Vice  Regent  for  New  York.  Also  one  of  the  orig- 
inal plates,  a  cup  and  saucer,  presented  Mrs.  Washington  by  the  French 
oi&cers.  Also  a  large  vase  given  by  a  family  In  Philadelphia,  through 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania.  A  seal  presented  by 
Washington  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  left  it  to  Dr.  George  Park- 
man,  has  been  presented  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Dr.  Parkman,  through 
Miss  Longfellow,  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts,  with  letters  con- 
taining a  true  account  of  the  seal. 

The  six  cabinets  have  been  thoroughly  examined  and  all  relics 
found  intact  These  have  been  cleaned,  the  garments  brushed,  and 
all  are  now  In  order. 

The  French  hunting  horn  now  hanging  in  the  hall  was  presented 
by  Lafayette  to  Washington  and  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Judge 
James  A.  Pearce,  of  Maryland. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLB. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  INVESTIGATION  OF  RELICS. 

This  Committee  reports  the  purchase,  for  $250,  from  Mr.  Lawrence 
Washington,  of  a  military  map  used  hy  General  Washington  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  This  purchase  was  made  hy  sanction  of  the 
Regent,  after  the  Council  of  1908,  as  Mr.  Washington  had  another 
offer  for  a  larger  sum,  but  preferred  selling  at  a  reduction  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association. 

The  Washington-Ball  Bible  was  purchased  from  Mr.  deHertbum 
Washington  in  July,  1908.  A  voluminous  correspondence  preceded 
this  purchase  in  order  to  establish  beyond  doubt  the  authenticity  of 
the  Bible  and  our  clear  title  to  its  possession.  Mr.  Dodge  went  on 
to  New  York  to  bring  the  Bible  to  Mount  Vernon.  We  may  now 
rejoice  in  the  possession  of  this  precious,  time-worn  Bible,  that  con- 
tains the  record  of  the  birth  and  baptism  of  George  Washington,  the 
name  that  stands  for  all  time  for  what  is  noble,  able,  great  and  good. 

Many  relics  have  been  offered  the  Committee  for  purchase,  but  as 
it  is  impossible  to  pay  the  prices  asked  for  most  of  them,  the  Com- 
mittee recommends  that  efforts  be  concentrated  upon  the  Mary  Ball 
Washington  chair,  which  is  now  at  Mount  Vernon  in  Washington's 
bedroom  as  a  loan.  Colonel  de  Languel,  the  old  gentleman  of  83 
years,  who  owns  the  chair,  has  notified  us  that  he  is  "setting  his 
house  in  order,''  and  desires  to  sell  the  chair  for  $1,000.  This  Com- 
mittee has  offered  him  $600  for  the  chair.  He  is  unwilling,  he  says, 
to  take  a  penny  less,  but  he  is  willing  to  leave  it  here  for  the  present 
The  Committee  recommends  securing  an  option  on  the  chair  for  a 
year. 

A  copy  of  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  published  in  I860, 
which  contains  an  account  of  an  entertainment  given  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, under  Miss  Cunningham's  auspices,  is  offered  for  $2.50.  The 
Committee  recommends  its  purchase. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATH60NE,  Chairman. 

GBORGIE  PAGE  WILDER. 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

ANNE  A.  BROWN. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

The  Chairman  of  this  Committee  comes  to  Council  with  sincere 
gratitude  to  Mrs.  Hudson,  who  has  acted  as  Chairman,  and  the  ladies 
of  her  Committee,  for  the  work  done,  in  which  her  health  has  pre- 
vented her  taking  any  part  the  past  three  years. 
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The  important  work  done  by  this  Committee  in  housing  the  coal 
in  subterranean  cellar,  the  changing  of  the  roads,  and  the  keeping 
in  order  of  the  gprounds,  which  are  constantly  visited  by  thousands  of 
visitors  yearly,  shows  marked  improvement 

The  work  recommended  to  be  done  during  the  year  1909-'10  is  as 
follows: 

A  system  of  water  sewerage  should  be  provided;  the  deer  park 
wall  should  be  repaired;  the  extension  of  the  walks  on  the  short  cut, 
and  west  of  the  Tdmb;  the  telephone  wires  should  be  placed  under 
ground;  all  bare  spots  in  the  turf  should  be  replaced,  and  the  planting 
of  holly  and  shrubs  is  also  recommended.  The  total  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  this  work  is  $3,200. 

MART  LEITER,  Chairman. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 

ALICE  K.  D.  IRWIN. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 

MARGARETTA  BARRET. 

ANNE  J.  A.  BROWN. 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

Tour  Committee  visited  both  Tombs  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions: 

1.  That  a  brick  path  be  made  in  front  of  the  two  monuments, 
Eleanor  Parke  Custis  and  Mr.  Conrad. 

2.  A  privet  hedge  be  planted  on  right-hand  side  of  upper  path  from 
the  Tomb  to  main  drive. 

3.  That  sod  be  replaced  around  Cedar  of  Lebanon. 

4.  That  a  dwarf  barberry  hedge  be  planted  on  the  left-hand  side  of 
path  leading  from  the  main  drive  to  the  Tomb. 

5.  That  sentry  box  be  painted  dark  greexL 

6.  That  brick  path  be  extended  in  front  of  benches. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Chairman. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

FRANCES  C.  MAXET. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU. 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 


/ 
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COMMITTEE  ON  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 

This  Committee  is  happy  to  report  that  everything  in  the  flower 
garden  and  in  the  fipreenhouses  is  in  excellent  condition  and  they 
show  the  faithful  care  that  they  have  received  the  past  year.  The 
box  hedges  suffered  severely  from  the  storm  of  March  4,  and  the 
gardener  wrote  the  Acting  Chairman  at  the  time  that  he  was  in 
despair  concerning  their  restoration,  as  gpreat  holes  had  been  made 
In  them.  So  we  were  surprised,  on  our  arrival,  to  flnd  the  hedges 
maintaining  the  usual  unbroken  lines  of  green  ssrmmetry.  The  gar- 
dener had  drawn  together  the  branches  around  the  holes  by  strings 
and  tied  them  so  that  holes  were  filled  up,  and  the  fresh  young 
growth  had  aided  in  bridging  them  over. 

The  Committee  will  leave  directions  with  the  gardener  concerning 
minor  details. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Acting  Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

MARY  LEITBR. 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

REPORT  OF  POST  CARD  COMMITTEE. 

The  sale  of  post  cards  has  been  large,  and  the  fine  quality  of  the 
photographs  has  been  highly  commended.  The  receipts  in  this 
department  more  than  cover  the  cost. 

AMY  TOWNSEND.  Chairman. 
E.  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
MARY  P.  FAILING. 
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At  the  request  of  Council,  Mrs.  Hudson  submitted  the  following 
inscription  to  be  engraved  on  the  tomb  of  Miss  Cunningliam  at 
Columbia,  S.  C: 


A  LOVING  TRffiUTE 


FROM  THE 


BOARD  OF  REGENTS 


TO  THE 


MEMORY  OF 


ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM 

Founder  and  First  R^ent  of  the 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


1853  1874 
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At  the  suggestion  of  the  Regent,  Mrs.  Townsend»  a  motion  was 
seconded  and  carried  at  this  council,  voting  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  a  handsome  and  suitable  gift  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Riggs  as  an  expression  of  appreciation  and  gratitude 
for  the  faithful  care  with  which  Mr.  Riggs  and  his  father  have  for 
many  years  looked  after  the  best  interests  of  the  Association.  The 
selection  of  this  gift  was  left  to  Mrs.  Townsend,  who,  on  her  return 
to  New  York,  was  assisted  by  Miss  Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New 
York,  in  selecting  and  purchasing  a  silver  dessert  service  as  a  testi- 
monial from  the  ladies  of  the  Association.  The  service  consists  of  a 
large  centrepiece  and  four  compotieres — ^very  large  and  handsome — 
of  English  design  with  pierced  border.  On  the  centrepiece  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  is  engraved: 

THE  REGENT 

AND 

VICE-REGENTS 

OF  THC 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

TO 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS, 

in  grateful  recognition  of  his  disinterested  services,  and 

of  those  of  his  father, 

GEORGE  W.  RIGGS, 

during  more  than  half  a  century  in  the  administration 
of  the  finances  of  the  Association. 


Hon.  Claude  A.  Swanson,  Governor  of  Virginia,  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  on  the  Board  of  Visitors: 

Hon.  A.  D.  Brockett,  Alexandria. 
Major  Wm.  H.  Sands,  Richmond. 
Hon.  Leigh  R.  Page,  Richmond. 
Capt  Dan.  M.  Lee,  Fredericksburg. 
Rev.  F.  P.  Berkeley,  Leesburg. 

The  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  invited  Governor  Swanson  and  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  on  Tuesday,  May  18th.    Owing 
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to  an  important  engagement  elsewhere,  the  Governor  was  not  able 
to  accept  the  inyltation.  Mr.  Brockett,  Major  Sands,  Mr.  Berkeley, 
and  Captain  Lee  were  present,  with  other  distinguished  guests.  The 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  Chief  Justice  Brewer,  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  honored  the  occasion  and  made  inter- 
esting speeches  in  the  council  chamber  during  the  afternoon. 

Major  Wm.  H.  Sands,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  also 
made  a  speech.  The  Regent  requested  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Vioe-Reg»it 
for  Michigan,  to  respond  for  her,  which  was  gracefully  done.  The 
ceremonies  of  the  day  being  over  the  guests  dispersed,  expressing 
themselves  as  well  pleased  with  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Mount 
Vernon. 


The  collection  of  Washington  relics  has  received  some  very  valu- 
able additions  this  year,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of 
Mount  Vernon.  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan,  to  whose  generosity  we  owe 
several  of  our  most  interesting  relics,  has  presented  the  Association 
with  the  sword  worn  by  General  Washington  when  he  resigned  his 
commission,  in  Annapolis,  on  December.  23,  1783;  when  he  was 
inaugurated  first  President  of  the  United  States,  and  on  all  subse- 
quent State  occasions.  The  sword  now  hangs  in  the  entrance  hall 
of  the  Mansion,  in  its  mahogany  case,  where  it  is  an  object  of  inter- 
est to  all  visitors. 


A  gentleman  from  Philadelphia  presented,  through  the  Vico- 
Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  a  plate,  cup  and  saucer  marked  "M.  W.," 
part  of  the  original  set  presented  to  Mrs.  Washington  by  the  French 
officers,  also  a  vase  of  beautiful  china  that  was  once  among  the 
furnishings  of  Washington's  home.  Very  slowly  these  treasures  are 
finding  their  way  back,  but  each  one  is  welcomed  with  enthusiasm, 
for  even  the  smallest  adds  to  the  personal  atmosphere  of  Mount 
Vernon  and  makes  it  more  sacred  in  its  memories. 


The  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  were  invited  by  Mrs.  Taft  to  a 
garden  party  at  the  White  House,  on  Friday,  the  14th  of  BCay. 
Council  adjourned  for  that  afternoon  and  a  number  of  the  ladies 
went  to  Washington  in  the  special  car  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
Regent  and  Vice-Regents  by  the  Washington,  Alexandria  and  Mount 
Vernon  Railway  Company.     Automobiles  conveyed  them  from  the 
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station  to  the  White  House  grounds,  where  Mrs.  Taft  received  her 
guests  amid  the  beautiful  surroundings  of  the  home  of  our  Presi- 
dents. The  scene  was  most  picturesque,  the  costumes  of  foreign 
diplomats  and  uniforms  of  our  Army  and  Navy  ot&cers,  mingled 
with  the  bright  gowns  of  the  ladies.  Behind  a  rose  hedge  the  Marine 
Band  was  screened,  giving  forth  pleasantly  modulated  music,  and 
over  all  the  classic  monument  to  Washington  towered  in  majestic 
dignity.    The  party  returned  to  Mount  Vernon  about  six  o'clock. 


The  Council  of  1909  has  had  to  face  a  trying  ordeal  in  accepting 
the  resignation  of  the  Regent,  Mrs.  Townsend,  who  for  eighteen 
years  has  guided  the  deliberations  of  the  councils  and  administered 
the  affairs  of  the  Association  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  every  one. 
Through  illness  or  accident,  her  interest  never  flagged.  Her  influence 
was  always  for  harmony  and  unanimity  in  the  Board  with  the  re- 
sult of  accomplishing  the  restoration  of  Mount  Vernon  to  its  original 
condition.  Her  failing  health  and  the  urgent  wishes  of  her  family 
precipitated  this  step,  which  caused  a  painful  break  to  all  who 
were  associated  with  her  in  the  preservation  of  this  sacred  spot. 
The  resignation  was  accepted,  because  it  was  felt  to  be  irrevocable, 
but  with  profound  regret.  On  motion  of  Mrs.  Maxey,  of  Texas, 
Mrs.  Townsend  was  unanimously  elected  Honary  Regent  for  life. 
The  Association  being  without  an  executive  head,  it  was  necessary 
to  call  a  special  session  to  elect  a  Regent  Miss  Comegys,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Delaware,  was  elected  by  acclamation.  A  worthy  suc- 
cessor.  Long  may  she  fill  the  offica 


The  Bishop  of  Washington  sent  his  emissary.  Rev.  George  Cal- 
vert Carter,  Rector  of  St  Andrew's,  to  invite  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents  to  an  open-air  service  at  Mt  St  Albans,  on  Ascension  Day. 
As  it  was  near  the  close  of  the  session,  and  much  work  remained  to 
be  done,  an  adjournment  was  not  thought  advisable.  Six  of  the 
Vice-Regents,  however,  were  excused  from  the  afternoon  session, 
and  enjoyed  this  beautiful  and  impressive  service. 


The  Regent,  Mrs.  Townsend,  appointed  Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews  Vice- 
Regent  for  North  Carolina,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by. the  death  of 
Mrs.  Walker,  January,  1908. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


FINANCR 


Mrs.  Ball,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Orabain, 
Mrs.  Wilder. 

MANSION. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Rog^^ 
Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.  Andrews. 

FURNITURE. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  chairman;  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Conover,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mra 
Leary. 

LIBRARY. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Rath- 
bone,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Miss  Failing,  Mrs.  Van  Reniselaer. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBa 

Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Harrison, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Barret^  Mrs.  Irwin,  llrs. 
Brown. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Miss  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Miss  Failing. 

FARM. 

Mrs.  Hearst,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Brown. 

TOMB. 

Mrs.  Graham,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Ball, 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 
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RELICS. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs. 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss 
Townsend. 

RECORD. 

Mrs.  Hndson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Leary. 

BY-LAWS. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs. 
Brown. 

INDEX. 

Mrs.  Ward,  chairman;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 
Mrs.  Manderson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret 

PRESS. 

Mrs.  Webb,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Ricks, 
Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

GUIDE  BOOK. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Flandrau. 

POSTAL  CARDS. 

Miss  Townsend,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss 
Failing. 

INVESTIGATION  OP  WASHINGTON  RELICS. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Ball, 
Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Brown,  Miss  Failing. 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 


OF  THE  FOUNDER  AND  FIRST  REGENT  OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES*  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 

npo  the  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  AsBocia- 
^  tion  of  June,  1876.  Ladles:  It  was  my  intention,  as 
well  as  my  duty»  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and  con- 
formed in  person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompanying  a 
resignation  so  important  as  mine;  but  Proyidence  does  not 
permit 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you,  as  to  me;  to  the 
responsibilities  I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  im- 
portant in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon 
yourselves;  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities 
or  duties,  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be 
lightly  regarded,  for  they  were  pledges  to  future  generations 
as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds  and  hearts  which  conceived 
the  rescue  of  the  home  of  Washington;  of  the  completion  of 
a  worthy  "tribute"  to  public  integrity  and  private  virtue; 
an  expression  of  the  gratitude  due  and  felt  by  a  country 
destined  to  act  such  an  important  part  in  the  drama  of  the 
world;  conceived  it  with  all  the  reverence  felt  in  older 
regions  for  the  resting-places  of  their  honored  dead;  where 
only  pious  hands  are  permitted  to  be  in  "charge,"  so  as  to 


have  them  carried  down  to  admiring  ages  in  the  same  con- 
ditions as  when  left 

Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when 
an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and  tomh  of 
Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all  change, 
whether  hy  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last  owner  of 
Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from 
his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his  mother  state,  ere 
she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  It  Such  are  we  bound  to 
keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as  our  intelligence 
and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around 
it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from  change — should  be 
kept  as  Washington  left  them. 

Liadies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge;  see 
to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let  no 
irreverent  hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with 
the  fingers  of  progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which 
he  lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died. 
Let  one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  oiirs  be  saved  from 
change!    Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thous- 
ands  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home  of 
Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country,  let 
them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead, 
pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till 
the  hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  In  America, 
let  them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for  the  home  of 
our  Hero!     Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held — 
since  December  2nd,  1863. 

Respectfully, 
June  1st,  1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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COMPLETE  UST  OF  ALL  OFFICERS  OF  MOUNT  VER- 
NON LADIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION 


Founder  and  First  Regent  1853-1873, 

Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina, 

Resigned  1873,  Died  1874. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1868. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  Dickinson,  resigned  1869 North  Carolhia 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  died  1866 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1873;  died  1896.  .Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1860 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  died  1876 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1866.  .Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1863 Bfaine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Boott  Goodrich,  resigned  1861 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegjrs,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson,  died Kentucky 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1884 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Miss  Lily  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylyania 
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27.  Mrs.  Magdalen  G.  Blandlng,  resigned  1883 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

30.  Mrs.  Anne  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 Missouri 

31.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker,  died  1908 North  Carolina 

1860. 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1861 South  Carolina 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  died  1908 Maine 

34.  Miss  Bmily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

35.  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August  1899 South  Carolina 

86.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Hickman,  resigned  1867 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Steams,  resigned  1872 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Bmily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1866 Ohio 

39.  Miss  BUa  Hutchins,  resigned  1866 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Bmory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

1868 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Tulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  B.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Betsey  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

47.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1874;  died  1898 Iowa 

48.  Mrs.  Blla  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

49.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

50.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

51.  Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

52.  Miss  Mary  B.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

53.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1877 Arkansas 

This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent 


62 


MRS.  LILT  M.  BBRGHMAN. 

Second  Regent,  1874-1891. 

Died  1891. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874, 

54.  Mrs.  Bmma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  'V.  Brown,  died  1883 Tennessee 

1875. 

56.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1890 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones Nevada 

1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1880 Vermont 

1879 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter niinols 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  De  Kay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Eliza  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 
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1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  HiU,  died  August  1908.. Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 

1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906,  May New  Hampshire 

1891. 
76.    Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laughton, 
second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman). 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSBND. 

Third  Regent 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904,  died  1906 

Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1891 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Teatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 
88.    Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902 Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  William  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Texas 


59.  Mrs.  James  B.  Campbell,  realff 

1»0< 

60.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Johnston  

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.  Manderson 

92.  Urs.  E.  Tan  Rensselaer 

1901 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Prlngle 

94.  Mn.  Wm.  F.  Barret 

95.  Mrs.  Chas.  Denby,  died  D«c  26 

190E 
9G.    Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers 

19(n 

97.  Urs.  Frances  Jones  Ricks 

98.  Mrs.  Levis  Irwin    

99.  Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown 

ISOf 

100.  Min  Mary  F.  Falling 

101.  Mrs.  Bllza.  F,  Leary 

190S 

102.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews 
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Mount    Vemon   Ladies*  Association 
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OFFICERS 

OF   THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


HONORARY  REGENT. 
MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

REGENT. 
MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  "The  Green,"  Dover,  Del. 

VICE  REGENTS. 
MRS.  SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 
MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  District  of  Columbia. 
MIU3.  CHARLES  B.  BALL,  Virginia. 
MRa  JENNIE  M.  WARD,  Kansas. 
MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Michigan. 
MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 
MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 
MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  Delaware. 
MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 
MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 
MRS.  THOMAS  SHAPARD  WEBB,  SR.,  Tennessee. 
MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 
MRa  CHARLES  CUSTIS  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 
MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 
MRS.  ROBERT  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 


MRS.  CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska. 

MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia.     .      •  : 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  South  Carolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  F.  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Maryland. 

MRS.  LEWIS  W.  IRWIN,  Ohio. 

MRS.  FRANCES  J.  RICKS,  Mississippi. 

MISS  MARY  F.  FAILING,  Oregon. 

MRS.  ELIZA  F.  LEARY,  Washington. 

MRS.  J.  CARTER  BROWN,  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  A.  B.  ANDREWS,  North  Carolina. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Rider  P.  O.,  Baltimore  Co.,  Md. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

MRS.    JOHN    JULIUS    PRINGLE,    "Chioora    Wood,"    Planterirnie, 
Georgetown   Co.,   S.   C. 

TREASURER. 

MR.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mt.  Vernon-on-Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 

MR.  JA^IES  YOUNG,  Mt.  Vemon-on-Potomac,  Va. 

RESIDENT  ENGINEER. 

MR.  JAMES  R.  ARCHER,  Mt.  Vernon-on-Potomac,  Va. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES*  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  Annual  Conncli 
on  Thursday,  May  12,  1910.    Twenty-one  ladies  being  present. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  Thomas  8.  Webb,  Vice   Regent,  Tennessee. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent,  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  John  Julius  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers,  Vice  Regent,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Irwin,  Vice  Regent,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Failing,  Vice  Regent,  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Vice  Regent,  North  Carolina. 


The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Treasurer 
of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  occurred  on  July 
6,  1910,  and  is  recorded  with  profound  sorrow.  The 
loss  of  such  a  valuable  officer  will  be  deeply  felt. 

Chief  Justice  Fuller,  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, died  July  4,  1910. 

These  two  sad  events  having  occurred  after  the 
adjournment  of  Council,  no  official  action  can  be  taken 
until  the  next  Session. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Ladies  : 

It  is  with  very  sincere  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you  to  our  annual 
Council  this  year,  but,  alas!  it  has  become  my  sad  duty,  before  entering 
upon  my  report,  to  announce  the  death  of  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice  Regent 
for  Louisiana,  who  for  thirty  years  had  been  one  of  the  most  able  mem- 
bers on  our  Board.  She  represented  the  highest  type  of  womanhood; 
was  a  true  friend,  dignified,  gentle,  refined  and  tender  hearted,  with 
marked  courage  and  strength  of  character.  At  our  Councils  we  shall 
miss  her  wise  judgment  and  foresight.  She  stood  firmly  for  her  con- 
Tictions  and  never  yielded  her  point  so  long  as  she  felt  she  was  right. 
Underlying  all  of  this  was  a  joyous,  humorous  spirit  that  captivated 
the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  her.  Her  love  for  Mount  Vernon  and 
its  traditions  was  intense,  and  she  never  wearied  in  her  special  en- 
deavor to  kindle  a  patriotic  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  the  school  chil- 
dren of  New  Orleans  and  have  them  taught  to  revere  the  name  of 
Washington  and  to  be  interested  in  his  home.  Through  her  influence 
many  of  our  most  beautiful  and  valuable  relics  have  been  returned  to 
Mount  Vernon,  and  we  are  also  indebted  to  her  for  the  original  por- 
trait of  Washington,  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  This  noble  Christian  gentle- 
woman has  left  a  marvelous  record  of  charitable  work  carried  on  un- 
ostentatiously in  Louisiana  that  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  surpassed  in 
generosity  and  unselfishness.  She  was  one  whom  we  dearly  loved  and 
honored  and  for  whom  we  cherish  the  sweetest  memories. 

Until  within  the  last  few  days  I  confidently  hoped  that  it  would  be 
our  privilege  to  have  our  dear  Honorary  Regent,  Mrs.  Townsend,  with 
us  this  year,  to  help  us  with  her  rare  judgment  and  counsel.  She 
writes  me,  however,  that  her  family  consider  it  unwise  to  risk  over- 
taxing her  strength  by  making  the  journey  just  now.  We  trust  that 
next  year  she  may  meet  with  us  here,  surrounded,  as  she  expresses  it, 
"by  all  that  has  grown  sacred  to  each  of  us."  Soon  after  she  had 
recovered  from  an  illness  last  summer  her  home  at  Southampton  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  with  all  of  its  contents,  including  many  valuable 
heirlooms.  A  merciful  Providence  saved  her  and  her  family  from 
harm  or  serious  after  effects,  and  when  I  saw  her  in  New  York  in 
December  she  was  very  well  and  deeply  interested  in  our  Mount  Ver- 
non affairs  and  very  helpful  in  giving  me  the  benefit  of  her  experience 
and  advice  on  certain  questions  we  talked  over  together. 

By  virtue  of  my  office  many  times  during  the  year  I  have  been  called 
upon  to  decide  important  questions  that  could  not  be  postponed  for 
action  by  Council.  The  first  of  these  of  special  consequence  was  in 
regard  to  making  an  increase  in  the  insurance  on  our  relics.    So  many 
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of  great  value  have  eome  into  our  poeseMion  recently,  that  when  our 
triennial  insurance  fell  due  in  July,  I  sanctioned  an  increase  of  four- 
teen thousand  dollars  ($14,000)  on  this  special  item.  At  about  the 
same  time,  in  aceordsace  with  an  act  of  Council  in  1894,  I  granted  the 
request  of  Mrs.  Howard,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  that  the  name  of  her 
grandmother  should  be  cut  on  the  tomb  which  she  erected  at  Mount 
Vernon  in  memory  of  her  husband — John  Augustine  Washington,  &*. 
Mrs.  Howard's  letter,  you  will  And,  explains  satisfactorily  why  this 
was  not  attended  to  before  by  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hunter,  to  whom  the 
permission  was  granted  sixteen  years  ago. 

Our  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one  at  Mount  Vernon,  although 
last  summer  the  number  of  visitors  was  lessened  on  account  of  the 
Seattle  exposition,  which  attracted  travellers  in  that  direction.  Early 
in  July  Mr.  Dodge  found  it  necessary  to  accompany  his  ill  daughter 
to  the  Adirondacks.  The  ten  days  spent  in  that  bracing  mountain  air 
gave  a  much-needed  rest  before  supervising  the  work  Council  ordered, 
which  it  was  important  to  have  completed  as  early  in  the  year  aa 
possible.  That  of  the  most  serious  nature  was  repairing  the  deer  park 
wall  on  the  steep  hillside,  which  in  sections  of  its  entire  length  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750)  feet  was  decidedly  out  of  plumb,  as  you 
know.  All  of  the  details  of  this  work,  which  you  will  find  in  our 
Superintendent's  report,  are  most  interesting,  as  is  the  little  sketch 
made  for  me,  which  clearly  shows  the  admirable  methods  adopted  by 
our  able  Engineer,  Mr.  Archer,  in  safeguarding  this  structure  from 
injurious  effects  of  frost  and  erosion  in  the  future.  We  may  feel  con- 
fident that  repair  and  expense  in  this  direction  will  not  be  required  for 
many  years  to  come.  This  work  was  finished  before  Mr.  Dodge  took 
his  vacation  in  August  and  September.  During  these  months  Mount 
Vernon  was  under  the  careful  and  very  efficient  management  of  our 
Assistant  Superintendent,  Mr.  Young,  who  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  superintendent  in  Mr.  Dodge's  absence. 

The  special  night  watchman  has  greatly  relieved  other  guards  who 
share  this  duty.  All  employees  are  faithful  in  performing  their  work 
here. 

In  October,  I  came  to  Mount  Vernon  and  carefully  inspected  and  had 
explained  to  me  the  details  of  the  work  of  importance  ordered  by 
Council,  which  you  will  find  is  more  satisfactory  in  every  particular. 
Although  in  July  and  August  there  had  been  little  rain  throughout 
this  section  of  the  country,  Mount  Vernon  was  very  beautiful.  The 
condition  of  the  lawns  and  gardens  proved  that  every  attention  neces- 
sary had  been  given  them  in  order  to  preserve  their  freshness.  We 
have  an  ample  supply  of  water  and  hose,  which  had  been  freely  used, 
so  that  the  effect,  after  so  prolonged  a  drought,  was  unusual.  Mr. 
Whelan  has  been  specially  successful  this  year  with  his  roses  sad 
carnations  in  the  greenhouses,  but,  unfortunately,  few  visitors  were 
here  in  the  winter   to  enjoy  their   fragraaoe  and  beauty  when   thej 


were  in  perfection.  The  garden  under  his  charge  you  will  find  in  ex* 
quiaite  order.  We  have  the  promise  of  a  more  brilliant  bloom  there 
next  autumn,  as  Mrs.  Brown  has  presented  additional  hardy  chrysan- 
themums and  asters  from  old-fashioned  gardens  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
restoration  of  the  brick  platform  within  the  gates,  and  the  brick  stepa 
on  the  terraces  decidedly  improves  the  appearance  of  the  Kitchen  Gar- 
den and  adds  to  its  interest. 

The  winter  was  unusually  severe  in  this  latitude,  but  no  harm  came 
to  Mount  Vernon.  Our  historic  trees  and  box  hedges  about  which  we 
feel  so  much  anxiety  in  stormy  weather  remain  uninjured.  Our  offi- 
cers and  employees  keep  faithful  watch  and  ward  over  this  sacred 
spot,  all  loving  the  work  as  only  those  who  have  had  experience  here 
can  understand.  We  have  been  successful  in  our  endeavor  to  prevent 
illness  by  maintaining  the  place  in  as  perfect  a  sanitary  condition  as 
is  possible.  The  stone  wall — the  gift  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Cali" 
fornia — ^which  protects  our  river  front,  has  enabled  us  to  fill  in  th« 
low  swampland  and  change  it  into  a  successful  pasture;  consequently, 
our  employees  no  longer  have  chills  and  fever,  which  rendered  life  here 
almost  unendurable  in  former  years  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months.  All  of  our  drinking  water  now  comes  from  the  artesian  well 
and  is  pronounced  to  be  absolutely  pure  by  experts.  Last  November 
it  was  foimd  necessary  to  make  a  change  and  bring  the  water  which 
supplies  the  kitchen  pump  direct  from  the  artesian  well.  This  was 
attended  to  as  soon  as  it  was  foimd  advisable.  In  December  I  made  a 
seeond  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  finding  ail  well  and  prosperous  here. 
In  April  I  came  again.  On  account  of  the  extremely  early  spring, 
vegetation  was  so  far  advanced  that  many  of  the  flowers  were  already 
coming  into  bloom,  which  we  usually  find  in  perfection  herie  in  the 
middle  of  2^1ay.  Others,  notably  native  shrubs,  were  in  full  bloom. 
We  never  see  these  unless  we  chance  to  make  a  special  visit  here  be- 
fore our  annual  meeting. 

As  the  years  go  by  we  are  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  a  growing  desire  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  those  who  possess 
Washington  relies  to  have  them  returned  to  Mount  Vernon.  Our  an- 
nual reports  show  that  our  collection  has  been  materially  increased  of 
late  years.  Last  winter  letters  received  by  me  from  lawyers  repre- 
senting the  Executor  of  Miss  Margaret  B.  Smith,  of  Washington,  con- 
veyed the  information  that  in  her  last  will  and  testament  Miss  Smith 
made  the  following  bequest:  ''I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union,  a  body  corporate,  a  chair  which 
was  once  the  property  of  General  George  Washington;  a  quilt,  a  china 
tea  wit,  known  in  the  family  as  the  Washington  china;  a  china  bowl, 
with  plated  stand,  known  as  the  Dandridge  Christening  Bowl;  the 
desk  given  to  Mrs.  Washington  by  her  niece,  Margaret  Dandridge^  who 
was  afterwards  wife  of  Doctor  William  Halyburton.  Also  a  miniature 
of  Mrs.  George  Washington,  and  a  manuscript  letter  from  Tobias  Lear, 
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written  to  his  mother,  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  Washing- 
ton." It  is  a  condition  of  this  bequest  that  the  chair,  the  quilt  and 
the  china  above  referred  to  shall  be  marlced: 

''Used  bt  Genebal  Am>  Mbs.  Washington  at  Mouitt 
Vebnon.  To  the  keicoby  of  Henrietta  Elizabeth  Smith, 

OBANDNIECE  OF  MABTHA   WASHINOTON,  DAUGHTER  OF   COK- 

KODOBB  John  Dandbidgb  Hbnlet,  and  wife  of  J.  Batabo 
H.  Smith,  Esq." 

The  necessary  release  required  by  the  Executor  was  signed  by  your 
Regent  that  these  valuable  relics  might  be  sent  to  Mount  Vernon. 

On  May  third  another  important  letter  came.  This  was  from  Dr. 
Walter  A.  McClurg,  Medical  Director,  U.  S.  Army,  offering  authentic 
relics  bequeathed  by  his  wife  to  this  Association  ''For  place  within 
the  Mansion  at  Mount  Vernon."  I  also  signed  the  following  receipt 
required  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia: 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  3,  1910. 
Received  from  Walter  A.  McClurg,  William  Allen  Butler,  Jr.,  and 
J.  Herbert  Carpenter,  Executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Ed- 
monia  Mason  McClurg,  deceased,  the  articles  specifically  bequeathed  to 
us  in  and  by  the  said  will,  as  follows: 

"Item — I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion of  the  Union  the  drawing  or  plot  of  Mount  Vernon  made  by 
George  Washington;  Houdon's  bust  of  Washington;  Gilbert  Stuart's 
portrait  of  La  Fayette,  and  Houdon's  portrait  of  Benjamin  Franklin; 
all  to  be  kept  in  the  Mansion  at  Mount  Vernon  in  memory  of  my  late 
husband,  Theodore  B.  M.  Mason,  of  the  United  States  Navy." 

In  addition  to  the  gifts  left  to  Mount  Vernon  in  the  will  of  Mrs. 
McClurg,  the  executors  have  presented  the  following  articles: 

A  steel  engraving  from  Gainsborough's  portrait  of  Admiral  Vernon, 
together  with  a  print  of  the  coat  of  arms  of  Vernon. 

We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  found  at  the  Corcoran  Art  Gal- 
lery an  expert  who  has  succeeded  in  strengthening  the  original  bust 
of  Washington  moulded  by  Houdon  in  1785,  which  was  presented  to 
our  Association  by  Mr.  John  Augustine  Washington,  when  he  left 
Mount  Vernon  fifty  years  ago.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  made 
of  inferior  clay  we  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in  finding  one 
who  has  been  fitted  to  undertake  the  task.  I  was  assured  that  Mr. 
Paladini  felt  confident  of  his  ability  to  do  what  was  required,  and  it 
was  arranged  that  he  should  come  at  once  to  Mount  Vernon  for  this 
work,  which  was  accomplished  in  the  presence  of  our  Superintendent, 
with  the  result  that  it  again  is  possible  for  us  to  place  it  where  it 
may  be  seen  by  visitors.  Our  efforts  six  years  ago  to  save  our  historic 
cornerstone  from  disintegration  without  removing  it  from  its  original 
position  proved  unsuccessful.  It,  also,  has  been  placed  in  one  of  our 
relic  cases. 
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After  many  fruitless  efforts,  Mr.  Dodge  has  been  able  to  secure 
hand-made  shingles  suitable  for  reroofing  the  Mansion.  Ten  thousand 
extra  ones  were  ordered  for  reroofing  other  original  buildings  when 
required.     It  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  them  anywhere. 

There  was  also  an  additional  expense  on  account  of  extra  work  re^ 
quired  to  make  the  wharf  absolutely  safe,  as  you  will  learn  from  Mr. 
Dodge's  report,  but  the  repairs  on  the  deer  park  wall  and  needful 
sanitary  changes  were  completed  at  much  less  cost  than  was  thought 
possible  when  estimates  were  submitted  to  our  Finance  Committee  last 
May.  None  of  this  work  interfered  with  the  boat,  which  ceased  her 
regular  trips  the  last  of  December  and  resumed  the  22nd  of  February. 

Handsome  floral  tributes  were  placed  uppn  the  Tomb  on  different 
occasions  by  distinguished  foreigners  who  came,  some  privately  and 
others  as  guests  of  the  Nation  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  Wash- 
ington. Representatives  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Masons,  and  patriotic  societies  placed  wreaths  on 
the  sarcophagus  on  Decoration  Day,  Independence  Day,  and  Wash- 
ington's Birthday.  On  this  last  named  day  we  received  as  our  guests 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  represented  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  his  staff,  accompanied  by  repre- 
sentative Masons  from  different  States  of  the  Union,  who  met  in 
Alexandria  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  a  plan  to  erect  there  a  Ma- 
sonic Memorial  to  George  Washington,  the  Mason.  In  coming  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  place  wreaths  upon  the  Tomb  of  our  hero,  they  observed  a 
ceremony  which  formed  part  of  their  program  for  the  day. 

The  very  handsome  and  entirely  suitable  case  presented  by  our  Vice 
Regent  for  Missouri  for  the  Washington  Bible  and  Prayer  Book  is 
most  advantageously  placed  in  the  Library,  where  visitors  may  easily 
read  the  interesting  records: 

We  are  always  indebted  to  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  but  especially 
so  this  year.  His  report  will  give  you  the  details  of  his  management 
of  our  finances  in  meeting  the  extraordinary  expenses  in  connection 
with  dredging  the  boat  channel  and  repairing  the  deer  park  wall.  Al- 
though some  months  our  receipts  were  not  sufficient  to  cover  our  ex- 
penses, we  have  a  fair  balance  in  our  treasury  and  no  debts  to  con- 
front us  at  the  beginning  of  our  fiscal  year. 

Through  our  Superintendent's  monthly  reports  of  work  accomplished; 
his  financial  statements,  and  the  constant  correspondence  between  us 
in  regard  to  questions  that  must  be  decided  at  once,  I  have  been  kept 
in  very  close  touch  with  all  that  transpires  at  Mount  Vernon  through- 
out the  year,  and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  record  my  appre- 
ciation of  his  never-tiring  faithfulness  over  our  interests  here  and  of 
his  rare  ability  in  the  management  of  the  estate. 

But  few  of  our  Vice  Regents  were  able  to  accept  the  invitations  ex- 
tended to  the  members  of  our  Association  by  the  Ranier  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  to  be  present  at  the  un- 
veiling of  the  Statue  of  Washington  in  the  Exposition  Grounds  at 
Seattle  last  June.  In  October  the  President  of  the  King's  Mountain 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  invited  your  Regent 
to  their  celebration  of   the   completion  of   the   monument  erected   by 
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the  United  States  Government  on  King's  Mountain  Battlefield,  York 
County,  South  Carolina.  In  connection  with  this  eeremony  the  State 
Regent  of  the  North  Carolina  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolntioa 
invited  me  to  be  present  at  their  state  conference,  and  to  aoocmipaiiy 
them  to  King's  Mountain,  and  the  King's  Mountain  Chi^ter  invited 
me  to  be  their  guest  during  the  State  Conference  which  met  in  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina,  October  5th  and  6th.  I  regretted  it  was  impos- 
sible for  me  to  accept  any  of  these  courteous  invitations. 

The  interest  throughout  the  country  in  Mount  Vernon  and  the  work 
of  this  Association  increases  every  year.  Descendants  of  those  who 
were  appointed  by  the  Vice  Regents  before  1860  in  the  different  states 
to  hold  the  temporary  office  of  Lady  Manager,  until  the  purchase 
money  was  secured,  show'  just  pride  when  they  learn  that,  in  reply 
to  their  inquiries,  the  names  of  all  who  aided  Vice  Repents  in  their 
work  at  that  special  time,  are  to  be  found  here,  in  The  Record,  which 
was  published  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Association  from  January,  1859, 
to  July,  1860.  Early  Vice  Regents  and  many  of  their  successors  have 
presented  files  of  this  very  important  paper  to  their  State  Historical 
Societies,  which  is  highly  appreciated,  as  is  also  the  fact  that  our  An- 
nual Reports,  distributed  by  our  Vice  Regents,  are  likewise  to  be  found 
in  State  libraries. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  must  remind  you  that  this  year  marks 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  actual  possession  by  the  Mount  Vemoa 
Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union  of  the  Home  and  Grave  of  Wash- 
ington. After  years  of  untiring  labor  on  the  part  of  that  most  dis- 
tinguished band  of  first  chosen  Vice  Regents  who  began  their  work  in 
1853,  under  the  leadership  of  "The  Southern  Matron/'  the  necessary 
purchase  money  was  secured,  and  in  1860  the  Association  redeemed  its 
first  pledge  to  the  Nation — ^Mount  Vernon  was  paid  for.  That  which 
has  been  accomplished  here  in  the  long  years  since  then  proves  that 
the  second  pledge — ^to  restore  Mount  Vernon  to  its  original  condition 
as  enjoyed  by  Washington,  has  also  been  redeemed.  We,  who  repre- 
sent the  Association  today,  stand  on  the  threshold  of  another  half  cen- 
tury imbued  with  the  same  spirit  which  guided  so  successfully  those 
who  have  preceded  us  in  this  beautiful  work.  The  obligations  that 
bind  us,  and  will  bind  our  successors,  are  to  provide  for  '^ Annual  Main- 
tenance, Constant  Security,  Constant  Repair,"  bearing  in  mind  always 
these  words  in  the  Farewell  Address  of  our  Founder  and  First  Regent, 
Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham — "Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is 
in  your  charge;  see  to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington. 
Let  no  irreverant  hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with 
the  fingers  of  progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which  he  lived 
and  died  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died." 

It  is  my  earnest  prayer  that  God  may  grant  us  right  judgment  in 
our  deliberations  and  guide  us  in  the  future  as  in  the  past;  that  ite 
may  be  found  worthy  successors  to  those  who  closely  followed  these 
instructions,  and  have  left  us  no  problems  to  solve,  no  work  to  undo. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 
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MEMORIAL 


Mb8.  Ida  a.  Riohaidson,  Vicb  Rigent  fob  Louisiana, 

Died  April  10,  1910, 
At  her  residence  in  New  Orleans. 

Another  year  has  passed  away  since  we  last  met  at  Mount  Vernon, 
and  with  it  has  passed  the  true  and  beautiful  Christian  spirit  of  our 
dear  friend,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

Her  life  was  a  model  of  rare  simplicity  and  integrity  of  character, 
and  of  noble  purpose.  Throughout  the  South  tributes  of  veneration 
and  gratitude  were  paid  to  her,  who  was  pre-eminently  identified  with 
benefactions,  both  to  charities,  to  patriotic  and  to  educational  causes. 
Her  good  works  in  New  Orleans  were  innumerable.  There  she  organ- 
ized the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  the  Christian  Woman's  Exchange,  both  of 
which  were  carried  to  successful  issues  through  her  leadership  and  aid. 
She  was  the  President  of  the  St.  Anna's  Asylum  for  Orphan  and  Home- 
less Children,  which  owed  much  to  her  generous  support,  and  helped 
to  establish  the  Frances  Joseph  Gaudet  Industrial  School  for  Negroes, 
feeling  that  for  the  most  part,  the  negroes  had  proven  loyal  to  their 
owners  in  the  trying  days  of  the  war  and  their  descendants  deserved 
the  interest  and  aid  of  the  white  people  of  the  South. 

Mrs.  Richardson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Tulane  University 
and  her  princely  gifts  to  that  University,  of  a  medical  building  in 
memory  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Richardson,  and  the  endowment  of  a  chair 
of  botany,  were  made  in  the  unostentatious  manner  so  characteristic 
of  her. 

In  addition  to  her  interest  in  all  charitable  and  educational  causes, 
she  was  a  woman  of  unbounded  patriotism.  As  Vice  Regent  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associaticm,  she  succeeded  year  lifter  year  in 
awakening  patriotic  pride  in  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of  New 
Orleans  in  its  aims  and  purposes.  The  summer  house  overlooking  the 
Potomac  was  built  by  them.  Through  her  efforts  came  some  of  the 
most  valuable  Washington  relics  to  Mount  Vernon — notably  the  Stuart 
portrait  of  Washington.  Mount  Vernon  was  one  of  the  deepest  inter- 
ests of  her  life  and  she  longed  to  see  it  once  more;  she  was  preparing 
to  come  when  the  summons  came. 

The  good  she  has  done  lives  after  her;  the  friends  she  has  left 
behind  will  ever  carry  her  in  their  hearts.  The  question  she  asked 
of  life  was  "Is  it  right?"  And  the  glory  of  the  answer  has  been  given 
to  her  in  the  words  of  the  hymn  she  repeated  to  me  on  the  last  Sun- 
day she  spent  at  Mount  Vernon: 

Now  the  laborer's  task  is  o'er. 
Now  the  battle  day  is  past; 
Now  upon  the  farther  shore 
Lands  the  voyager  at  last. 
Father,  in  thy  ffracious  keeping 
Leave  we  now,  Uiy  servant  sleeping. 

MARY  POLK  YBATBiAN  WEBB, 

Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee. 
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STATE  REPORTS 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Alabama  reports  the  ^ft  from  the  school  chil- 
dren of  the  state  of  a  wedge  wood  pitcher  with  scenes  from  the  life 
of  Washington  in  has  relief.  It  is  very  <^d  and  may  h&ye  been  a 
memorial  pitcher,  many  of  them  having  been  made  at  the  time  of 
Washington's  death. 

A  most  interesting  occasion  was  the  opening  of  a  handsome  school 
building  on  the  22nd  of  February,  when  your  Vice  Regent,  by  request 
of  the  school  committee,  made  a  talk  on  the  work  of  the  Association. 
The  school  was  presented  with  one  of  the  old  flags  from  Mount  Ver- 
non, which  was  raised  amid  impressive  ceremonies,  and  will  be  kept 
sacred  and  used  only  on  special  occasions. 

A  file  of  Mount  Vernon  reports  was  sent  to  the  State  Historical 
Society. 

Continual  efforts  are  being  made  to  place  a  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton in  every  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE  J.   JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  reports  of  the  Association  were  sent  freely  through  this  State, 
also  to  Americans  in  Europe,  and  a  copy  to  the  Librarian  of  Congresi 
Chintz  for  curtains  to  the  bedstead  in  the  Connecticut  room  and  to 
cover  the  chairs  was  supplied. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

GEORGIA   STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  has  only  to  report  having  all  the  Mouat 
Vernon  reports  bound  and  presenting  them  to  the  public  libraries  of 
Savannah  and  Atlanta  and  Athens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 
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KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Th«  Vice  Regent  for  Elansas  sincerely  regrets  that  illness  prevents 
her  being  present  at  the  Council. 

She  has  done  what  she  could  to  assist  the  growth  of  interest  in 
Mount  Vernon.  Requests  for  information  have  been  received  and  re- 
•ponded  to.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kansas. 

KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

I  report  a  gift  of  $10.00  made  to  the  Kentucky  room  at  Mount  Vernon 
by  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  regrets  to  come  empty  handed  to 
Mount  Vernon  this  year.  Reports  have  been  widely  distributed  to 
many  public  libraries  and  historical  societies  throughout  the  country. 
A  growing  interest  is  shown  in  Mount  Vernon  and  the  demand  for 
complete  files  for  libraries  will  compel  a  new  edition  of  some  numbers 
that  are  exhausted.  The  librarian  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library 
sent  two  books:  one  a  report  of  the  State  Library,  and  the  other  an 
illustrated  account  of  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  the  new  library 
building  at  Hartford,  with  addresses  by  distinguished  speakers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  regrets  that  she  has  been  un- 
able to  undertake  anything  for  Mount  Vernon  this  year   worthy  of 

being  put  in  a  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW. 

Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN   STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  lor  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  of  $300.00 
from  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  for  the  work  at  Mount  Ver- 
non. This  Society,  which  was  organized  by  the  Vice  Regent  in  1891, 
with  the  object  of  putting  her  State  work  for  the  Association  on  a 
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permanent  basis,  so  that  it  could  be  more  easily  carried  on  by  her 
successors,  has  now  rendered  nineteen  years  of  generous,  patriotic  serr- 
ice,  which  has  enabled  the  Vice  Regent  to  do  some  valuable  work  for 
Mount  Vernon.  The  contributions  of  the  Society  since  its  organiza- 
tion have  amounted  to  about  $4,500.00,  and  its  membership  now  num- 
bers one  hundred  and  eighty-one  earnest,  interested,  patriotic  women, 
who  take  pleasure  and  pride  in  celebrating  appropriately  Washington's 
Birthday  and  furnishing  funds  for  Mount  Vernon  work. 

The  Vice  Regent  distributes  two  or  three  dozen  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non reports  to  this  Society  annually,  and  the  members  read  them  with 
interest. 

The  Vice  Regent  felt  called  upon,  as  did  other  Vice  Regents,  to  make 
a  statement  in  her  State  newspapers  refuting  charges  made  against 
the  Association  by  the  ''Anti-fee  Association,"  and  showing  reason  whj 
Mount  Vernon  could  neither  become  the  property  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, nor  do  away  with  the  entrance  fee,  which  not  only  fumishei 
it  with  an  income,  but  also  a  protection  from  the  desecration  of  irre- 
sponsible visitors. 

The  Vice  Regent  will  apply  the  funds  contributed  last  year,  and  this 
year  to  the  purchase  of  the  Mary  Bell  Washington  chair,  which  hat 
been  for  some  years  in  General  Washington's  bed  room,  loaned  to  the 
Association  by  the  owner,  Colonel  De  Languel,  but  which  he  now  feeb 
obliged  to  dispose  of,  offering  it  to  the  Association  for  $1,000.00  This 
chair  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  piece  of  furniture  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
was  owned  by  his  mother  when  George  Washington  was  an  infant 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 


MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota  reports  the  gift  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Association  of  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  from  the  Colonial  Dames'  So- 
ciety in  Minnesota.  The  Vice  Regent  regrets  her  unavoidable  absence 
from  Council  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi  reports  that  she  has  offered  prins 
to  ten  public  schools  in  the  largest  towns  in  Mississippi  for  the  best 
essay  on  ''The  Home  of  Washington,"  to  be  competed  for  by  the  high- 
est class  each  year,  the  prize  essay  to  be  read,  and  the  prize  awarded, 
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as  a  part  of  the  exercises  in  honor  of  Washington's  Birthday,  and  is 
gratified  bj  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  some  of  the  Superintendents 
in  accepting  the  proposition  submitted  to  them. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan  she  has  distributed  the  Reports  appor- 
tioned to  her  to  these  schools,  and  will  furnish  other  information  when 

requested. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JONES   RICKS. 

Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  reports  a  gift  of  a  printed  copy  of 

the  "Inventory  of  the  Contents  of  Mount  Vernon  in  1810/'  from  Mr. 

W.  K.  Bixby,  of  St.  Louis;  also  a  volume  of  articles  written  for  the 

New   York   Ledger  by   Mr.   Edward   Everett  entitled   ''Mount   Vernon 

Pi4>ers,''  printed  in  1860,  presented  by  Miss  Lillian  Mason  Brown,  of 

St.  Louis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

NEBRASKA  STATE  REPORT. 

In  the  western  part  of  our  country  there  is  an  increasing  interest 
in  Mount  Vernon  and  desire  for  information  concerning  it.  A  very 
general  impression  that  the  Associations  known  as  the  Daughters  of 
the  Revolution,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Colon- 
ial Dames,  and  others,  acquired  and  have  charge  of  Mount  Vernon  is 
gradually  being  eradicated  as  the  truthful  history  of  the  acquisition 
and  preservation  is  better  known.  Some  late  magazine  articles  on  this 
subject  have  exerted  interest  and  it  would  be  advantageous  could  the 
facts  concerning  the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon  be  known  the  coun- 
trv  over. 

Reports  were  received  and  distributed  as  usual. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBEKAH  S.  MANDERSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  has  distributed  the  reports  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association  in  her  state  and  done  all  she  could  in  the 
way  of  giving  information  and  arousing  interest  in  the  work.  She  has 
received  two  donations  of  ten  dollars  each  from  the  Boudenot  Chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Elizabeth;  also,  two 
dollars  from  other  friends. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

,     HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 
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NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  State  reports  the  gift  from  Mr.  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan  of  a  porcelain  mug  from  which  General  Washing- 
ton drank  milk  and  cider  at  midday  meal.  The  interesting  letter  sent 
with  the  mug  was  written  by  Mrs.  Butler,  who  was  Miss  Frances  Psrk 
Custis  Lewis,  wife  of  Colonel  Edward  Butler,  and  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Nellie  Custis. 

Owing  to  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  a  feeling  of  patriotism,  and  t 
desire  to  contribute  in  some  manner.  Miss  Elizabeth  Stewart  Hamil- 
ton has  given  two  large  gilt  frames  for  pictures  that  are  placed  in  the 
Banquet  Hall  of  General  Washington. 

The  Washington  chair  has  been  inh^ited  by  its  present  owner,  Miss 
L.  Chauncey,  of  New  York,  directly  from  Mrs.  Bushrod  Washington; 
it  is  a  genuine  Chippendale,  and  bears  an  ornamental  silver  plate  with 
the  dates  of  General  Washington's  birth  and  death,  and  his  arms  en- 
graved on  it.  Through  the  generosity  of  two  ladies  in  New  York  and 
several  Vice  Regents  this-  yery  interesting  chair  has  again  been  plseed 
in  the  dear  old  home. 

I  came  to  Mount  Vernon  in  April,  and  enjoyed  the  delicious  aspart- 
gus  from  our  Kitchen  Garden,  which  was  found  far  advanced  and  in 
perfect  order.     The  flower  garden  also  gave  evidence  of  greatest  cire. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

NORTH   CAROLINA   STATE   REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina  reports  the  distribution  of 
Mount  Vernon  literature  (Reports  for  1909,  and  the  sketch  of  Miss 
Cunningham),  which  has  been  appreciatively  received  by  state  officislSt 
public  libraries  and  schools. 

The  Record  Committee's  acceptance  is  asked  of  an  invitation  to  an 
excursion  to  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  re- 
ceived by  the  Hon.  L.  O'B.  Branch,  a  member  from  North  Carolina 
from  1865,  in  the  thirty-fourth,  thirty-fifth  and  thirty-sixth  sessions 
of  our  National  Congress,  found  in  files  of  his  personal  papers.  This 
Moimt  Vernon  record  was  given  me  by  his  daughter;  also,  the  Alexan- 
dria, Va.,  newspaper  clipping  regarding  the  price  paid  for  Moont 
Vernon. 

In  the  North  Carolina  Room  the  bed  has  been  almost  entirelv  fur- 
nished,  towels  added  and  a  rug  placed  on  the  floor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIA  M.  ANDREWS, 
Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
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OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  reports  the  distribution  of  Annual  Reports 
to  libraries  and  universities  throughout  the  State,  and  has  also  given 
information  concerning  Mount  Vernon  to  the  Toledo  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  D.  IRWIN, 
Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 

OREGON  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon  reports  the  distribution  of  Annual  Re- 
ports for  1909  to  the  Library  Association  of  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Library  Commission  to  State  col- 
leges and  libraries;  also,  to  private  individiutls.  Postals  were  given 
on  Washington's  Birthday  to  children  at  the  Library  Association;  also,  to 
a  patriotic  league  of  newsboys  which  holds  its  meetings  at  the  Peo- 
ple's Institute,  where  settlement  work  is  carried  on.  Increased  private 
interest  is  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Association. 

Plates  to  match  the  cups  and  saucers  used  for  afternoon  tea  have 
been  sent  for  use  at  the  Mansion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  F.  FAILING, 

Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

Beyond   the   distribution    of   information   and    literature   concerning 

Mount  Vernon,  there  is  nothing  to  report  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode 

Island. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  C.  A.  BROWN, 

Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  to  report  her  effort  to 
execute  the  duty  and  honor  placed  upon  her  to  carry  out  the  courteous 
desire  of  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  to  place  an  inscription  on  the 
tomb  of  our  Founder  and  first  Regent  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 
Having  been  informed  by  Mrs.  Robertson  that  there  was  a  space  left 
upon  it  for  such  an  inscription,  the  Vice  Regent  visited  the  tomb  of 
Miss  Cunningham  in  the  capital  of  our  State,  and  then  went  to  see  the 
niece  of  our  Founder,  to  tell  her  of  the  beautiful  inscription  which  the 
Regent  and  Vice  Regents  had  deputed  her  to  have  placed  upon  the  tomb, 
paying  all  expenses  on  behalf  of  the  Association.  Miss  Floride  Cun- 
ningham received  the  proposal  with  great  coldness,  and  absolutely  de- 
clined to  permit  any  inscription  to  be  added  to  the  tombstone,  which 
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she  said  had  been  erected  by  the  members  of  the  family  of  our  Founder 

and  therefore  was  a  strictly  individual  tribute  to  their  noble  relative. 

It  remains,  therefore,  only  for  me,  in  the  name  of  my  state,  to  thank 

this  body  for  their  offer  to  honor  in  this  way  our  Founder  and  First 

Begent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 

Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Texas   regrets  that  another  year  has  passed 
with  nothing  to  report,  except  the  distributing  of  Mount  Vernon  lit- 
erature. Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  can  report  no  gifts  from  her  State. 
She  has  written  some  articles  for  the  press,  concerning  the  Association. 

It  gives  pleasure  to  report  the  action  taken  by  the  Association  for 
the  Preservation  of  Antiquities,  and  also  of  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Dames  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  These  two  societies  passed  resolu- 
tions of  commendation  and  admiration  of  the  successful  work  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  expressing  confidence  in  this  Coun- 
cil. 

In  view  of  the  unjust  aspersions  upon  the  Mother  of  Washington,  I 
have  collated  and  brought  to  this  Council  historical  facts,  supported 
by  the  Colonial  Records  of  Virginia,  that  disprove  incorrect  biographi- 
cal writings,  and  throw  new  light  upon  the  youthful  days  of  Wash- 
ington at  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  REED  BALL, 

Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 

WASHINGTON  STATE  REPORT. 

There  seems  but  very  little  for  the  new  Vice  Regent  to  do.  The 
annual  reports  of  the  Association  were  distributed  to  schools  and 
libraries.  The  historical  sketch  of  Miss  Cunningham  has  been  given 
to  a  number  of  young  people  who  had  just  learned  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association.  I  have  given  "Talks"  on  Mount  Vernon  to 
three  Chapters  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  great 
interest  is  now  being  manifested  in  the  grand  work  being  acoomplished 

by  these  women. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


Mount  Vebwon-on-thb-Potomao, 

Faibfaz  County,  Vibginia. 

April  30,  1910. 
To  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents 

of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Ladies:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  herewith  my  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1010. 

The  tide  of  travel  last  summer  attracted  toward  the  Pacific  coaSt 
by  the  exposition  at  Seattle,  greatly  reduced  the  number  visiting  Mount 
Vernon.    Our  records,  however,  show  a  total  of  102,069. 

Notable  among  the  pilgrims  were-^ 

Vice  Admiral  Baron  Uriu,  and  Baroness  Uriu. 

Prince  Kuni,  of  Japan. 

The  Honorable  Conmiercial  Commission  from  Japan  (90  persons). 

Special  ambassadors  from  Turkey. 

The  Chinese  Imperial  Military  Commission. 

The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

The  Sons  of  Signers  of  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  Daughters  of  American  Revolution. 

The  Children  of  American  Revolution. 

Masonic  lodges  of  Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  Washington  Memorial  Association. 

The  Washington  Birthday  Association. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  B'nai  B'rith  Society. 

This  list  is  recalled  to  mind  by  the  handsome  floral  tributes  deposited 
at  the  Tomb. 

On  Decoration  Day  floral  wreaths  were  received  from  the  White 
House  and  from  Vice  President  Sherman. 

The  memorial  service  held  at  the  Tomb  on  this  occasion,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  "Sons  of  the  Signers,"  was  a  very  impressive  affair. 

The  various  projects  of  repair  and  improvement  arranged  for  at  last 
Council  had  my  earnest  attention  and  are  here  noted. 

DEER  PARK  WALL. 

The  deer  park  wall  was  the  most  serious  undertaking.  This  wall  is 
750  feet  in  length  and  6  feet  shows  on  face  above  ground.  By  erosion 
of  the  steep  hillside  the  support  of  the  old  foundation  was  weakened 
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and  frost  action  on  the  higher,  or  walk  side  of  the  wall,  forced  it  oat 
of  equilibrium.  For  the  entire  length  a  strong  concrete  reTestment 
footing  was  constructed  to  prevent  any  future  movement  of  the  founda- 
tion, and  at  intervals  of  about  50  feet  heavy  iron  stay-rods  from  plates 
on  front  of  the  wall  were  anchored  to  concrete  piers  concealed  on  op- 
posite side  of  walk.  Next  the  brickwork  (on  walk  side)  trenches  two 
feet  wide  were  filled  with  coarse  gravel,  as  blind  drains,  with  voiti 
for  the  water  at  proper  points,  thus  effectually  preventing  heaving  by 
frost. 

The  heavy  iron  fence  had  to  be  removed,  the  stone  coping  entirely 
reset,  fence  readjusted  and  securely  stayed  with  Iron  braces  bolted 
through  the  brickwork  below.  The  finishing  job  was  the  repointing  of 
defective  joints  on  the  stretches  of  wall  not  disturbed  by  frost,  tad 
repainting  of  the  iron  fence. 

PUBLIC  TOILETS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  toilet  rooms  was,  as  I  reported 
to  Council,  very  unsatisfactory,  in  fact  dangerous  to  health. 

At  the  time  I  discussed  this  subject  with  the  committee  my  infor- 
mation, based  upon  the  reports  of  experts  who  had  examined  the  sit- 
uation, was  to  the  effect  that  we  could  not  safely  place  modem  plumb- 
ing in  these  outhouses  without  some  means  of  heating  the  same.  This 
would  only  be  possible  by  extending  the  mains  of  our  hot  water  system, 
a  very  expensive  undertaking.  This  alternative,  however,  was  obviated 
by  the  discovery  of  a  method  of  frost-proof  plumbing  which,  being  sat- 
isfactorily guaranteed,  was  adopted.  Seven  closets  have  now  been  in- 
stalled— ^three  for  women,  three  for  men,  and  one  for  servants.  The 
total  cost  of  changing  from  the  obsolete  to  the  new  type  (including  the 
entire  rebuilding  of  the  servants'  toilet,  reroofing  the  women's  toilet 
and  painting  all  three  rooms)  did  not  exceed  $370. 

TELEPHONE. 

The  wires  and  poles  of  the  three  telephone  lines  centering  at  the 
watch  room  (long  distance,  local  and  private),  because  of  unsightly 
appearance,  were  changed  to  an  underground  system.  For  a  distance 
of  800  feet  properly  insulated  lead  cables  were  placed  underground  n 
suitable  pipe  conduits,  thus  eliminating  from  view  a  feature  subject  to 
criticism  as  im  innovation  disturbing  to  Washington  simplicity. 

PAVEMENTS. 

A  brick  walk  was  laid  connecting  with  the  sunken  steps  on  hillside 
toward  the  wharf.  In  front  of  the  Tomb  worn  portions  of  the  old  pav- 
ing were  renewed,  and  extensions  made  to  include  the  Custis-Conrad 
indosure. 
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NELLY  CUSTIS  SHAFT. 

The  brick  foundfttion  of  the  marble  shaft  at  Mrs.  Lewis'  (Kelly 
Cnstie)  grave  had  settled  and  consequently  the  superstructure  was  out 
of  plumb.    This  foundation  was  securely  rebuilt  and  shaft  straightened. 

An  inscription  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  John  Augustine  Washington 
by  her  descendants  was  cut  on  one  of  the  monuments  in  front  of  the 
Tomb. 

The  marble  shafts  and  sarcophagi  have  been  cleaned,  the  sentry  box 
and  benches  in  front  of  the  Tomb  repaired  and  painted  dark  green. 

At  the  Summer  House  the  sloping  gravel  walk  was  replaced  with 
brick,  and  in  the  old  Kitchen  Garden  brick  steps  and  platform  were 
restored  at  the  gateway  and  terrace. 

Where  frost  action  had  thrown  the  tiles  and  coping  of  the  East 
Portico  of  Mansion  out  of  alignment  and  level,  the  necessary  correc- 
tions were  made. 

CORNER  STONE. 

The  ancient  comer  stone  of  the  Moimt  Vernon  Villa  (built  in  1743) 
bearing  the  initials  and  insignia  of  Lawrence  Washington,  because 
threatened  with  deterioration,  was  removed  from  the  cellar  and  placed 
in  the  ease  in  the  Green  Room  where  it  can  be  preserved  and  where 
visitors  can  see  it.  By  taking  an  exact  impression  and  making  a  cast 
therefrom  in  cement  the  replica  (thus  obtained)  has  been  set  in  the 
original  niche  in  the  cellar. 

MANSION  SHUTTERS. 

The  thirty  pairs  of  window  blinds  of  the  Mansion  were  removed,  the 
old  paint  burned  oflf,  woodwork  repaired  and  given  two  coats  of  dull 
green  paint  matching  the  doors. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PAINTING  AND  REPAIRS. 

The  cupola  and  balustrade  of  the  Mansion  were  repaired  and  painted. 

Hoofs  of  barn,  com  house,  wagon  shed,  carpenter's  shop,  boiler  room, 
park  shelter  house,  wharf  pavilion,  greenhouse.  Tomb,  Mansion  colon- 
nades and  lodges  at  West  Gate  were  painted;  also  the  iron  fences  at 
Tomb,  and  windows  and  gratings  at  North  Lodge  Gate,  cellar  doors, 
doors,  steps,  and  window  frames  of  various  buildings,  and  hot-bed 
sash  of  both  gardens. 

Pointing  cracks  in  plaster  and  calcimining  was  required  in  rooms 
furnished  by  District  of  Columbia,  North  Carolina,  Onnecticut,  New 
Jersey,  and  Virginia;  also  in  the  spinning  house,  quarters,  watch  room 
and  kitchen. 

Roofs  of  com  house,  ladies'  toilet  and  east  entrance  to  Mansion  cellar 
were  reshingled  and  other  roofs  patched. 

Wire  screens  for  doors  and  windows  were  provided,  and  greenhouse 
staging  and  ventilators  were  strengthened. 
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A  stone  step  laid  at  north  door  of  the  kitchen,  and  wooden  steps 
made  stronger.  Close  board  covers  were  niad«  for  water  tanks  and  hot- 
beds, walls  and  fences  were  whitewashed,  fences  and  board  walks  re- 
paired, furnace  grates  cleaned,  and  covered  with  rust  preventive,  when 
not  in  use. 

Farm  wagons,  implements  and  tools  were  repaired,  and  the  coach 
supplied  with  new  cover  and  storm  curtains. 

Cold  frames  for  flowers  were  rebuilt  and  sash  reglazed. 

Screened  ventilators  were  provided  for  the  basements  of  employees' 
cottages,  and  woodsheds  and  chicken  yards  added. 

A  safe  provision  for  storing  and  handling  lamp  oil  was  achieved  bj 
building  a  small  brick  addition  to  the  engine  room. 

Facilities  were  improved  for  supplying  visitors  with  good,  cool  drink- 
ing water.  This  was  accomplished  by  connecting  a  pipe  from  the  ar- 
tesian main  with  a  coil  or  loop  located  in  the  bottom  of  the  kitchen 
well  where  the  temperature  was  sufficiently  low  to  affect  the  water 
agreeably. 

In  the  nature  of  small  repairs  accomplished  there  is  an  interminable 
list:  Strengthening  woodwork  where  required,  touching  up  painted  sor- 
faoes,  patching  roofs,  mending  fences,  tepairing  implements,  attention 
to  eave  gutters  and  drains,  overhauling  the  fire  apparatus,  pointing 
cracks  in  plaster  and  defective  brickwork — in  fact,  the  "stitch-in-time" 
process  seems  to  be  never  ending. 

WHARF  REPAIRS. 

Unexpected  developments  of  weakness  in  the  wharf  cribbing  neces- 
sitated extensive  reconstruction  during  the  winter  when  the  boat  was 
laid  off.  The  four  courses  of  heavy  timbers  above  tide  level  were 
rotted  and  had  to  be  removed.  In  connection  with  that  work  mnch 
of  the  clay  filling  of  the  wharf  was  temporarily  removed  and  the  floor 
timbers  strengthened.  Concrete  piers  were  built  to  better  support  the 
pavilion  and  to  brace  the  pivot  piles  used  by  the  boat.  Before  replac- 
ing the  clay  fill  the  crib  timbers  were  coated  with  a  wood  preservatiTe 
and  gravel  packed  next  the  wood  to  prevent  the  rotting  effect  of  clay 
contact.  Subsequently  the  paving  blocks  were  put  back  and  the  pavil- 
ion painted. 

HOUDON  BUST. 

An, object  of  solicitude  for  many  years  has  been  the  experimental 
bust  of  Washington  made  in  1785  by  the  famous  French  sculptor. 

Being  molded  in  clay  simply  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  'life  mask" 
of  the  G«neral,  and  perhaps  never  intended  for  preservation,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  it  fell  to  pieces.  Attempts  some  years  ago  to  restore 
it  were  unsuccessful,  but  recently,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Curator 
of  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art,  I  learned  of  a  Mr.  Paladin!  who,  hj 
approval  of  the  Regent,  was  employed  to  exert  his  skill  upon  this  relic 
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The  repairs  were  made  here  in  my  presence  and  all  the  broken  parts 
successfully  readjusted. 

Should  it  be  decided  to  give  this  bust  imiform  color  and  thus  effect 
a  more  truthful  likeness  this  can  be  achieved  by  a  simple  process  which 
would  tend  to  preserve  it  indefinitely. 

GROUNDS. 

About  the  grounds  there  is  always  much  to  be  done.  Lawns  must 
be  cut  regularly,  weeds  kept  in  abeyance,  edges  of  walks  and  drives 
kept  neatly  trimmed,  occasional  applications  of  herbicide  in  cobble 
gutters  to  stop  weed  growth,  worn  sod  to  be  replaced,  honeysuckle  and 
hedges  to  be  clipped,  and  both  the  gardens  maintained  in  attractive 
order. 

The  wearing  away  of  the  sod  at  certain  points  by  daily  visitors  is 
unavoidable.  To  replace  that  so  defaced  is  one  of  our  greatest  difficul- 
ties because  of  its  scarcity  in  the  neighborhood. 

Three  hundred  feet  of  privet  hedge  was  set  as  a  border  of  the  upper 
walk  to  the  Tomb,  and  100  feet  of  dwarf  barberis  flanks  the  front  ap- 
proach thereto.  Some  of  the  crepe  myrtles  and  other  shrubs  which  had 
overgrown  proper  limits  in  the  flower  garden  were  transplanted  to 
make  room  for  hardy  chrysanthemums,  asters,  etc.  Young  cedars  were 
utilized  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  shrubbery  screens  of  the  toilet  rooms. 

The  old  lattice  screen  in  front  of  the  men's  toilet  collapsed  from 
decay  and  has  been  replaced  by  metal  and  wire  construction  over  which 
ivy  is  trained. 

The  stretch  of  roadway  from  the  gate  below  the  barn  to  the  entrance 
of  the  bowling  green,  the  lane  to  the  North  Lodge  Gate,  and  a  con- 
siderable distance  of  road  to  West  Lodge  Gate,  required  resurfacing 
with  clay  gravel. 

Screened  gravel  was  applied  to  the  drive  back  of  the  quarters  and 
near  the  Mansion.  The  rustic  guard  rail  along  drive  to  the  wharf 
needed  repairs.  Open  drain  ditches  had  to  be  cleaned  and  additional 
terra  cotta  subdrains  provided  at  various  points— chiefly  one  to  divert 
torrential  rains  from   flooding  the  reclaimed  meadow. 

TREES. 
One  of  the  large  hemlocks  (supposed  to  have  been  planted  by  Wash- 
ington) at  the  far  end  of  the  bowling  green  showed  a  weakness  which 
soon  would  cause  its  fall.  By  stretching  an  iron  cable  from  high  up 
among  its  branches  to  a  nearby  and  strong  linden,  taking  up  the  strain 
by  proper  screw  bolts  passing  through  the  trunks  of  each  tree,  it  is 
hoped  the  threatened  danger  is  averted.  Two  trees  in  their,  expansion 
of  trunk  and  roots — an  ash,  close  to  the  Carpenter  Shop,  and  an  elm 
at  the  ice  House— endangered  the  foundation  walls  so  that  the  Regent 
directed  me  to  remove  them.  The  five  North  Carolina  poplars  at  wharf 
were  topped  to  improve  their  shape  and  at  same  time  reduce  the  strain 
on  the  wharf. 
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The  weeping  willows  along  the  river  front  of  the  deer  park 
pruned  and  straightened.     An  extension  of  the  row  has  been  effected 
by  cuttings  planted  at  proper  intervals  along  the  entire  bank. 

Pruning  the  young  maples  back  of  the  quarters  has  given  them 
greater  symmetry. 

With  the  recent  developments  of  foliage  there  appears  a  peculisu- 
blight  affecting  certain  of  the  ash  and  oak  trees,  the  cause  of  which  is 
being  sought. 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  seedling  oaks  were  shipped  to  the  Wash- 
ington University  at  St.  Louis  at  the  request  of  the  Vice  Begent  for 
Missouri,  and  sixty  to  Tennessee  on  order  of  the  Vice  Begent  for  that 
SUte. 

To  Mrs.  Bancroft,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  were  sent  in  January 
two  oaks — a  red  oak  and  a  chestnut  oak.  These  were  for  the  Colonial 
Dames  of  Delaware  to  plant  in  that  section  of  the  Wilmington  Park 
specially  set  apart  for  historic  trees. 

To  a  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Liverpool,  I  shipped  two  small  oaks  to  replace 
what  had  been  formerly  sent  him  but  which  died. 

Looking  ahead  to  possible  orders  for  seedlings  from  our  forest  I  have 
prepared  several  hundred  for  more  successful  transplanting  by  a  method 
of  root  pruning. 

Cedars  were  transplanted  to  fill  vacancies  near  the  North  Lodge  Gate 
and  two  were  planted  at  the  head  of  the  brick  steps  in  the  Kitchen 
Garden.  Several  red  bud  trees  were  moved  from  our  woods  to  positions 
along  the  sunken  path  to  the  wharf. 

Between  the  vista  and  road  to  the  West  Lodge  Gate  the  growth  of 
young  oaks  was  thinned  to  afford  better  chance  for  those  left  to  develop. 

At  favorable  opportunities  we  trimmed  trees  which  required  it. 

FABM. 

Our  crops  last  year  turned  out  fairly  well.  Fourteen  acres  of  com 
yielded  105  barrels,  while  from  a  similar  area  in  oats  376  bushels  were 
threshed.    This  grain  has  subsisted  the  horses,  mules  and  deer. 

For  forage  we  made  several  tons  of  hay  and  utilized  the  com  fodder 
after  being  shredded.  Eighteen  acres  were  planted  in  whippoorwill 
peas  and  turned  imder  for  enrichment.  This  lot  again  was  sown  in 
rye  and  will  be  plowed  this  spring  for  com.  Four  acres  are  sown  in 
timothy  and  nine  acres  in  oats  with  mixed  grasses  for  subsequent  pas- 
ture. 

Last  year's  com  ground  (14  acres)  I  plan  to  put  in  peas  when  the 
season  advances — plowing  imder  the  present  crop  of  crimson  clover 
which  was  sown  for  enrichment. 

The  reclaimed  swamp  was  very  long  in  drying  sufficiently  to  admit 
of  horse  cultivation.  During  the  winter  our  men  turned  the  greater 
portion  of  the  mud  crust  by  hand,  leaving  it  in  proper  shape  for  dis- 
integration  by  freezing   and   thawing.     Last   month   we   were   able  to 
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work  a  team  on  it  and  put  it  in  condition  to  seed.  As  an  advanced 
crop  Kaffir  com  was  sown  broadcast  and  harrowed  in.  If  the  soil  is  not 
too  sour  this  should  yield  abundant  forage  and  prepare  this  ground 
for  later  treatment  as  a  permanent  meadow. 

The  two  grass  lots  east  of  the  Mansion — so  unpromising  in  appear- 
anoe  just  a  year  ago— have  finally  developed  and  now  give  prospect  of 
an  excellent  crop  of  hay. 

As  suggested  by  the  Farm  Committee  at  last  Council,  I  consulted 
with  Secretary  Wilson,  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  on 
the  subject  of  expert  inspection  of  our  soil  with  the  view  of  determin- 
ing what  constituent  elements  were  most  needed  to  bring  about  per- 
menent  improvement.  While  not  averse  to  chemical  analysis  he  urged 
an  increased  application  of  barnyard  manure  as  being  the  surest 
method  of  securing  the  best  results.  He  advised  our  maintaining  as 
many  cattle  as  we  could  shelter  in  winter,  buy  the  necessary  feed  (pre- 
ferably cotton  seed  meal),  carefully  compost  the  manure  and  apply  it 
to  a  small  acreage  at  a  time,  thus  gradually  widening  the  area  of  im- 
provement every  year. 

All  the  barnyard  compost  produced  here  is  of  course  applied  to  the 
soil  of  gardens  or  fields.  Provision  was  made  to  purchase  an  addi- 
tional supply  but  of  the  several  scow  loads  contracted  for  last  autumn 
but  three  cargoes  have  been  delivered. 

To  stimulate  the  pastures  sown  a  year  ago  nitrate  of  soda  was  used 
with  good  effect. 

Crimson  clover  sown  at  the  final  cultivation  of  com  made  excellent 
start,  but  its  regularity  of  growth  was  marked  by  the  drouth  of  August 
and  September,  which  was  unusually  severe. 

ICE. 

A  favorable  spell  of  freezing  weather  in  January  was  taken  advan- 
tage of  to  secure  a  supply  of  good  ice.  Seventy-seven  wagon  loads 
were  hauled  from  the  creek,  nearly  two  miles  distant,  and  packed  for 
summer's  use. 

REFRIGERATOR. 

Authorized  by  last  Council  a  much-needed  refrigerator  was  pur- 
chased. This  is  of  porcelain,  easily  deemed,  and  with  nothing  about  it 
calculated  to  contaminate  its  contents. 

INSURANCE. 

Our  triennial  insurance  policies  expired  in  June,  1009.  In  renewing 
them  for  another  term  of  three  years  the  Regent  directed  increasing 
the  policy  on  relics  (because  many  of  great  value  had  been  added  to 
the  collection)    from  $1,000  to  $15,000. 

DONATIONS,  ETC. 

From  the  Society  of  Olonial  Wars  was  received  a  small  bronze 
plaque  of  "Olonial  Washington." 
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From  Mrs.  C.  W.  Kae,  a  candle  shade  and  six  chairs  dating  back  to 
Washington's  time. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  screens  for  windows  and 
doors  of  kitchen,  also  appropriate  plants  for  the  garden. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  California,  a  sum  of  money  divided  as 
Christmas  presents  among  the  guards  and  other  employees. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri,  mahogany  stand  and  glass  case 
for  the  Bible  and  Prayer  Book. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon,  china  plates  for  use  of  Council 

From  Miss  Edith  Hall^  of  Washington,  a  quaint  old  bed  spread. 

Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York,  gilt  frames  for  the  Wash- 
ington portraits  in  the  Banquet  Hall. 

From  Mrs.  George  L.  Andrews,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  an  unusual 
print  of  Washington. 

Colonel  William  Paulding,  U.  S.  A.,  has  loaned  the  wooden  frame, 
or  graduated  base,  of  thermometer  which  hung  in  Washington's  bed- 
room when  he  died. 

SHINGLES. 

After  two  years  of  inquiry  for  the  best  grade  of  rived  cypress  shingles 
(such  as  Washington  used)  for  reroofing  the  Mansion  they  have  at  last 
been  located  in  South  Carolina.  By  approval  of  the  Regent  a  contract 
was  made  with  a  lumber  firm  in  that  State  to  supply  60,000  shingles, 
conditionally  upon  our  favorable  inspection  of  them  before  shipment 

They  are  promised  for  the  latter  part  of  this  month  and,  if  they 
pass  inspection,  will  cost  us  $9.00  per  thousand,  delivered  in  Alex- 
andria. 

BRICKS. 

In  order  to  be  prepared,  should  it  ever  be  decided  to  restore  certain 
of  the  old  brick  walls^  diligent  search  has  been  made  for  bricks  of 
suitable  type.  Recently  we  have  chanced  upon  a  fortunate  discovery 
for  the  purpose,  the  ruins  of  a  colonial  house  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Virginia,  built  by  Colonel  Thornton,  one  of  Washington's  friends,  and 
later  owned  by  a  Washington.  The  bricks  are  said  to  have  been  im- 
ported from  England  and  are  identical  in  size  and  color  with  those 
in  our  old  bam.  They  can  be  obtained  and  delivered  here  at  a  price 
no  greater  than  modem  bricks  would  cost. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

For  your  consideration  at  this  session  the  following  subjects  are 
suggested: 

The  exterior  of  the  Mansion  and  several  of  the  buildings  require 
painting. 

Renewal  of  defective  plaster  is  advised  for  some  of  the  bedrooms, 
with  calcimining  and  painting  in  others. 

The  bedroom  (in  Spinning  House)  arranged  for  the  Vice  Regent  for 
New  Hampshire,  should  be  plastered. 
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Because  not  an  original  feature  the  structure  between  the  Gardener's 
House  and  Carpenter's  Shop,  now  used  as  a  hose  room,  should  be  re- 
moved and  facilities  for  the  fire  apparatus  provided  elsewhere. 

The  need  of  storage  room  for  material  and  implements  calls  for  an 
extension  of  the  present  shed  west  of  the  bam. 

To  intercept  and  carry  off  water  from  springs  on  the  north  of  the 
reclaimed  swamp  additional  drains  are  required. 

These  recommendations  I  would  expect  to  amend  or  amplify  after 
the  several  committees  have  had  an  opportunity  to  consult  thereon. 

In  conclusion  of  this  my  twenty-fifth  annual  report,  I  beg  to  renew 
my  assurance  of  unremitting  zeal  and  to  commend  those  who  are  as- 
sociated with  me  in  this  worthy  cause. 

I  am  particularly  grateful  to  the  new  Regent  for  her  patient  con- 
sideration of  my  vexing  correspondence  during  the  interim  of  Council, 
and  for  the  wise  judgment  with  which  she  invariably  meets  the  many 
problems  which  are  presented  for  her  decision. 

I  cannot  express  too  deeply  the  sorrow  which  was  universal  at  Mount 
Vernon  when  the  announcement  of  dear  Mrs.  Richardson's  illness  and 
death  reached  us.    My  personal  feelings  of  loss  are  indescribable. 

The  accustomed  tribute  of  lowering  the  flag  and  sending  oral  offer- 
ings from  the  old  garden  she  took  such  pride  in,  was  followed  by  tele- 
grams of  condolence. 

It  saddens  me  to  contemplate  how  many  of  the  honored  members 
have  been  severed  from  the  ranks  of  the  Association  since  my  con- 
nection with  it,  a  long  list  it  has  now  become. 

The  lovable  character  and  strong  personality  of  Mrs.  Richardson  will 
ever  be  a  cherished  memory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT 

FINANCIAL   BEPOBT 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  April   30th,    1910,   the   Superintendent's 
report  gives: 

Revenue  from  wharf  entrances,  421  @  25  cents $     105.25 

Visitors  by  railway,  66,723  @  25  cents 14,180.75 

Visitors  by  boat,  44,915  @  25  cents 11,228.75 

Wharf  privileges 99.96 

$25,614.71 
Revenue  from  other  sources 19,150.92 

Total $44,765.63 

Total  expenditures  42,721J57 

Balance   $  2,044.06 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT 


MouifT  Vebnon,  May  12,  1910. 

Ladies  :  The  past  year  has  been  a  most  peculiar  one,  and  our  Spring 
is  fully  a  month  ahead.  The  tulips,  etc.,  which  I  had  hoped  wooM 
assist  us  in  giving  you  a  hearty  welcome  have  blossomed  and  are  gone; 
peonies,  irises,  etc.,  are  in  full  flower,  and  thus  we  are  recompensed 
for  the  loss  of  the  others. 

You  will  notice  that  I  have  removed  the  crepe  myrtles  and  flowering 
shrubs  from  the  long  borders  and  substituted  the  hardy  herbaeeom 
flowers  of  the  olden  time — bleeding  hearts,  can^tuft,  larkspur,  colum- 
bines, etc.  These  will  be  succeeded  by  the  bedding  plants  and  the  borders 
will  always  look  attractive,  and  not  crowded. 

Receipts  for  the  year $635.30 

Expenditures,  for  postage,  etc 7.76 

Cash  to  Superintendent $627.55 

I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Brown,  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  for  a 
number  of  chrysanthemum  plants,  which  I  have  placed  in  the  borders, 
and  to  Miss  Townsend,  Vice  Regent  for  New  York,  for  a  geranium  plant 
from  which  I  hope  to  propagate  quite  a  stock. 

Hoping  that  the  dear  old  garden  may  be  found  in  good  condition,  and 
that  my  efforts  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am,  dear  ladies. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN, 

Head  Gardener. 


RECORDING  SECRETARVS  REPORT 

For  Printing  60  copies  of  Minutes,  and  800  copies  of  Reports.. $125.00 
Checque  from  Regent 125.00 

Office  Expenses: 

Typewriting   $15.00 

Packages  to  Vice  Regents 8.17 

Express  on  box  of  Reports  and  Minutes  to  Mt.  Vernon 40 

Postage    2.60 

Envelopes    .85 

$26.42 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Secretary  to  Ckiuneils. 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


REPORT  OP  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  visited  and  examined  both  Tombs  and  find  every- 
thing in  good  condition. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
EMMA  R.  BALL. 
PRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

REPORT  OP  KITCHEN  GARDEN   COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Kitchen  Garden  is  much  pleased  with  everything. 
We  suggest  that  sand  should  be  furnished,  as  asked  for  by  the  Gard- 
ener, for  the  purpose  of  lightening  the  soil;  also  that  rosemarys  be 
planted  and  that  floritine  iris  be  made  into  a  border. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
MARY  P.  FAILING. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
ELIZA  P.  LEARY. 

REPORT  OP  THE  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE 

COMMITTEE. 

The  Garden  and  Greenhouses  are  in  beautiful  order,  and  only  a  few 
suggestions  are  to  be  made.    These  are: 

1.  That  the  young  arbor  vitae  trees  be  removed  from  the  northwest 
side  of  the  garden  and  be  planted  around  the  outside  closets  and  thus 
serve  as  screens. 

2.  That  the  inside  of  the  brick  foimdation  of  south  wall  of  garden 
be  planted  with  ivy. 

3.  That  the  grass  border  of  one  of  the  flower  beds  be  replaced  by  ivy. 

4.  That  lavender  iris  be  ordered  for  the  flower  beds. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
FRANCIS  C.  MAXEY. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 
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REPORT  OP  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Ck)mmittee  finds  the  Mansion  in  excellent  condition. 

The  following  suggestions  are  made  to  Council: 

1.  The  exterior  of  the  Mansion,  exclusive  of  shutters,  to  be  painted; 
cost,  $500.00.    Shutters  have  been  painted  recently. 

2.  Bepairing  defective  plaster  and  weak  or  worn  planks  in  flooring 
of  passage. 

3.  Changing  interior  finish  of  New  Hampshire  room. 

4.  Kitchen  floor  to  have  a  new  surface. 

5.  Porches  added  to  cottages  of  employees,  $60  each. 

6.  To  remove  the  hose  room  to  space  between  the  smokehouse  and 
laundry. 

MARGARETTA  BARRET,  Acting  Chairman. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 
JULIA  M.  ANDREWS. 

REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  has  gone  over  the  house  and  submits  the  following 
suggestions : 

In  Washington's  room,  the  curtains  in  dressing  room  to  be  cleaned; 
the  old  library  chair  to  be  repaired,  covered  with  good  leather  of  same 
color,  the  nails  removed  and  replaced. 

In  Florida  room,  flower  stand  in  window  to  be  removed. 

Spare  room,  bedspread  and  canopy  to  be  cleaned;  also  chair  cover. 

In  Maine  room^  the  two  yellow  chairs,  removed  from  West  Parlor, 
to  be  upholstered  in  brocade,  of  same  shade  of  yellow  and  returned  h> 
where  they  belong. 

Small  table  in  upper  hall  to  be  painted  white. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
ELIZA  F.  LEARY. 
HELEN  F.  CONOVER 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 
ALICE  D.  IRWIN. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION 

OF  RELICS. 

A  number  of  relics  have  been  offered  for  purchase  to  the  Associa- 
tion, through  the  Committee,  which  recommends  several  that  are  in- 
teresting and  valuable.  Money  has  been  subscribed  for  the  old  Wash- 
ington-Ball chair,  which  will  be  purchased  for  $1,000.00,  from  Cc^ohbI 
de  Languel,  of  Alexandria.    There  is  no  question  of  its  authenticity. 
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The  Committee  recommends  the  purchase  of  a  Chippendale  chair, 
which  was  originally  in  the  hall  at  Mount  Vernon.  Towards  this  pur- 
oha«e  there  has  been  subscribed  by — 

Ladies  from  New  York $300.00 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri   100.00 

Vice  Regent  for  Oregon 100.00 

Vice  Regent  for  Washington    100.00 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas 20.00 

Vice  R^nt  for  Rhode  Island    30.00 

Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina   26.00 

Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee   50.00 

$725.00 

There  remains  *$76.00  to  complete  the  sum  required  for  the  chair 
and  the  Committee  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  this  amoimt  from 
Council. 

Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  there  is  presented  by 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  an  interesting  medallion  of  an  old 
engraving  in  miniature  of  Washington  of  a  framed  portrait  of  Wash- 
ington, supported  by  the  Goddess  of  Liberty.  This  fine  old  engraving 
is  framed  in  wood  from  Mount  Vernon.  The  Committee  recommends 
that  the  medallion  be  accepted  with  grateful  thanks. 

The  purchase  of  Nellie  Custis'  high  chair,  from  Mrs.  Daingerfield 
Lewis,  is  under  consideration  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon,  who  will 
secure  this  interesting  relic  for  Mount  Vernon,  if  the  terms  she  offers 
($250.00)    are  acceptable   to  Mrs.   Lewis. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
EMMA  R.  BALL. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

•Note — ^The  $76.00  lacking  was  contributed  by  the  Vice  Regent  for 
Oregon  later. 

REPORT  OP  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  beloved  Chairman  of  our  Relic  Committee,  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Rich- 
ardson, who  has  been  taken  from  us  to  meet  the  rewards  of  her  many 
good  deeds,  and  who  is  deeply  mourned,  had  special  care  of  the  relict 
at  Mount  Vernon  for  many  years,  adding  to  them  many  of  value. 
We  find  the  cabinets  she  had  in  her  care  in  perfect  order  and  have  to 
report  other  relics  which  have  been  sent  to  us,  or  secured  by  the  Vice 
Regents,  as  follows: 

A  legacy  from  Mrs.  McClurg,  of  Washington,  consists  of: 

A  map  drawn  by  Washington  of  his  river  farm. 

A  portrait  of  Franklin  by  Houdon. 
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A  portrait  of  LaFayette  by  Gilbert  Stuart. 

A  copy  of  plaster  cast  of  Houdon's  bust  of  Waahington. 

A  copper  coffee  urn,  mounted  in  silver,  presented  by  Mrs.  Julian- 
James,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  McClurg. 

A  porcelain  mug,  given  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  presented  through 
the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

A  chair,  which  belonged  to  the  mother  of  Washington,  has  been  pre- 
sented by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan,  purchased  with  funds  amount- 
ing to  one  thousand  dollars,  furnished  by  the  Detroit  Mount  Vemoa 
Society. 

By  will  of  Miss  Margaret  B.  Smith,  of  Washington,  have  been  received 
a  chair  once  the  property  of  General  Washington;  a  quilt,  a  china  tea 
set,  known  in  the  family  as  the  Washington  china;  a  china  bowl, 
with  plated  stand,  known  as  the  Dandridge  Christening  Bowl;  the  desk 
given  to  Mrs.  Washington  by  her  niece  Margaret  Dandridge,  who  was 
afterward  wife  of  Dr.  William  Halyburton;  also  a  miniature  of  Mrs. 
George  Washington,  and  a  manuscript  letter  from  Tobias  Lear,  written 
to  his  mother,  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  Washington. 

A  chair  which  had  stood  in  the  Hall  at  Mount  Vernon  has  been  pur- 
chased for  eight  hundred  dollars,  paid  for  by  two  ladies  of  New  York, 
$300.00,  by  individual  Vice  Regents,  $425.00,  and  by  the  Associatioii, 
$75.00. 

A  medallion  is  presented  by  Mrs.  Thayer,  through  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Rhode  Island,  a  fine  engraving  of  the  head  of  Waahington  in  minia- 
ture, in  circular  frame  of  wood  from  Mount  Vernon. 

During  the  Council  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Forbes,  who  gave  the  snuff- 
colored  suit  worn  by  Washington,  told  us  of  how  the  suit  had  been 
stolen  during  the  Civil  War  and  deposited  here  and  presented  by  Mr. 
Forbes,  its  rightful  owner.  His  daughter  asked  that  the  white  silk 
stockings  belonging  to  the  suit  be  hung  with  it.    This  has  been  done. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
MARGARET  BARRET. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  have  taken  all  the  books  down  and  dusted 
them.    They  found  them  in  good  order. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  catalogue  of  books  now  in 
the  Library  be  completed,  as  it  only  comes  down  to  1807^  and  another 
copy  made. 
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Two  books  were  brought  by  Mrs.  Graham,  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri: 
^The  Inventory  of  the  Contents  of  Mount  Vernon  in  1810,"  presented 
by  Mr.  W.  K.  Bixby,  and  '^ount  Vernon  Papers,"  by  Edward  Everett, 
presented  by  Lillian  Mason  Brown. 

HELEN  P.  CONOVER,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
MARY  P.  FAILING. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

REPORT  OP  THE  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  reports  that  our  efficient  Chairman,  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Delaware,  having  resigned  her  chairmanship,  she  has  nuuie  over 
the  sum  of  $52.40,  which  she  held  for  expenses  of  this  committee, 
into  the  hands  of  the  present  chairman.  Upon  consulting  with  the  Re- 
gent and  this  committee  it  was  decided  to  pay  over  this  money,  through 
our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  to  be  added  to  the  general  account,  as  there 
are  no  further  expenses  attached  to  the  work  of  this  committee. 

Prom  Mrs.  Ward,  Vice  Regent  for  Kansas,  some  interesting  papers 
relating  to  the  past  action  of  early  Councils  have  been  received.  In 
these  records  we  find  from  a  journal  kept  by  Mrs.  Eve  during  the 
Coimcil  of  1868  and  minutes  recorded  by  Mrs.  Halsted  of  thn  1870 
Council  many  items  that  are  new  to  many  of  our  more  recently  ap- 
pointed  Vice  Regents — such  as  notice  of  the  poverty  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, which  necessitated  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Herbert,  the  then  Su- 
perintendent, and  forced  the  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham,  to  assume  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  for  one  year.  There  is  a  resolution  that  ab- 
sence from  our  Council  tor  one  year  should  oblige  the  delinquent  Vice 
Regent  to  resign,  but  this  by  law  was  soon  ignored.  The  obtaining 
from  the  owners  of  "Woodlawn"  of  the  cap  stone  to  the  entrance  to 
the  old  Tomb  is  mentioned.  A  furnace  was  placed  in  the  cellar  of  the 
Mansion  at  this  date.  Owing  to  the  Civil  War  there  seems  to  have 
been  delay  in  obtaining  the  title  deeds  to  this  property,  Mr.  Washing- 
ton having  been  in  the  army.  We  find  an  account  of  a  visit  to  Dover, 
Delaware,  made  by  the  members  of  this  far-away  Council  to  Mrs. 
Comegys,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware,  and  one  of  the  founders. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Chairman. 
ELIZA  P.  LEARY. 

REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE    ON   GROUNDS.   TREES   AND 

SHRUBS. 

The   Chairman   of   your    Committee   sends    in   the   following   recom- 
mendations : 
To  the  Committee  on  Orounda,  Trees  and  Shrubs: 

The  Chairman  reports  $149.40  on  deposit,  given  at  Council  of  1908 
by  State  of  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  plants,  trees  and 
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shrubs.    Will  the  Council  approve  the  purchase  of  the  following  holly 
trees  and  plants? 

Hex  Aquifolium, 
Shepherdia, 
Minarca, 

Agentea  Marginata, 
Ancuba  Japonica, 
Azatea  Amoena. 

All  these  plants  retain  their  foliage  in  winter. 
Mr.  Dodge  will  be  glad  to  give  the  ladies  a  report  on  ccmferenoes  we 
have  had  upon  the  subject. 

MART  T.  LBITER. 


Mrs.  Leiter,  Chairman  of  your  Committee,  being  unavoidably  absent, 
the  Acting  Chairman  offers  the  action  of  the  Committee: 

The  request  that  the  holly  and  the  evergreen  plants  should  be  pur- 
chased with  a  portion  of  the  $149.40  donated  shall  be  at  once  granted 
and  the  plants  be  placed  where  Mrs.  Leiter  selects. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  removal  of  two  arbor  vitaes 
from  the  lawn  near  the  old  Tomb,  which  have  already  injured  the  fiat 
trees  near  there. 

There  is  wild  honeysuckle  to  be  exterminated  bordering  path  to 
Tomb  which  is  killing  the  grass. 

There  are  two  big  improvements  to  be  made  this  year  which  demand 
your  consideration: 

One  is  to  make  a  drain  to  complete  the  drainage  of  the  newly  re- 
claimed meadow  land.  The  plan  is  to  place  pipes  in  what  is  now  an 
open  ditch  and  fill  this  in  with  gravel.  This  will  catch  the  springs 
from  the  hills  and  dry  a  bit  of  land  behind  the  meadow,  which  will 
render  it  of  value;  also,  this  covered  drain  will  admit  of  making  a 
new  road,  which  will  become  necessary  for  transporting  the  crops 
raised  on  the  new  meadow.    Cost,  about  $100.00. 

The  other  big  work  is  the  restoration  of  the  Ha  Ha  fence — a  feature 
of  this  place  during  Washington's  life.  This  work  and  the  screen  wall 
below  the  kitchen  needs  careful  preparation  and  judgment.  A  report 
from  our  resident  engineer,  Mr.  Archer,  will  give  the  details  of  the 
work,  also  his  plans,  and  some  idea  of  the  expense,  and  aid  your  de- 
cision as  to  the  restoration.    The  cost  of  this  will  be  $1,200.00. 

There  are  two  young  ash  trees  that  are  injuring  the  fine  maple 
facing  the  gate  to  the  Kitchen  Garden.  Has  your  Committee  your  con- 
sent to  remove  these  trees? 

Your  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  entire  satisfaction  in  the  ad- 
mirable execution  of  last  year's  recommendations  to  our  Superintend- 
ent.   The  most  notable  of  the  results  of  his  supervision  is  the  final  re- 
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demption  of  the  marsh  which  was  the  eouree  of  illness  and  which  is 
now  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  land.  For  this  work  we  would  also  tender 
our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  our  Resident  Engineer. 

SUSAN  £.  J.  HUDSON,  Acting  Chairman. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
MARGARET  BARRET. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 

REPORT  OP  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE. 
The  Committee  submits  for  adoption  the  following  change  in  Order 
of  Business:    Immediately  following  the  Regent's  Report  will  come  con- 
sideration of  nominations  for  Vice  Regent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
REBEKAH  S.  MANDERSON. 
ELIZA  F.  LEARY. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

REPORT  OF  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Guide  Book  will  be  revised 
and  published  this  summer. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  list  of  the  Regents  and  Vice  Regents  be 
given  in  this  edition;  also  a  condensed  statement  of  the  facts  relative 
to  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  and  of  the  different  States  which 
have  assisted  in  the  purchase  and  preservation  of  the  estate,  to  be  writ- 
ten as  a  preface  to  the  Guide  Book;  also,  that  new  and  better  photo- 
graphs be  chosen  to  replace  those  declared  by  the  Committee  not  sat- 
isfactory. The  Committee  also  recommends  that  an  account  be  given 
of  all  genuine  Washington  relics  in  each  room  or  hall  of  the  Mansion 
in  which  they  belong,  and  that  an  accoimt  of  the  valuable  restorations 
or  State  work  done  through  the  Vice  Regents  be  recorded  in  the  new 
edition. 

Mr.  Owen  Wister  has  written  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  ex- 
pressing his  gratification  that  the  last  paragraph  of  his  book,  ''Seven 
Ages  of  Washington,"  is  to  be  quoted  in  the  new  edition  of  the  Guide 
Book,  chosen  as  expressing  most  beautifully  the  spirit  of  Mount  Ver- 
non. Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Acting  Chairman. 
AUCE  D.  IRWIN. 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OP  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  covers  fully  the  farming  operations 
of  the  past  year. 

The  Farm  Committee  recommends  the  following  changes,  after  mak- 
ing a  tour  of  inspection: 
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To  give  up  the  costly  attempt  to  increase  by  cultivation  the  fertility 
of  outgrowing  lots  amounting  to  nearly  forty  acres.  To  restore  these 
lots  to  woodland  effect  by  planting  oaks,  black  walnuts  and  other  trees. 
In  time  the  black  walnut  trees  would  yield  valuable  revenue  in  lumber. 

It  is  recommended  to  reduce  the  number  of  deer  in  the  park,  thus 
diminishing  the  amount  oi  grain  food  required  for  their  maintenance. 

Rotation  of  crops  will  be  essential  for  the  fields  in  cultivation,  to 
control  the  acid  tendency  of  the  soil  and  the  wild  growth. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  barn  in  the  orchard  lot  be  cleaned,  dis- 
infected and  whitewashed  throughout;  that  all  bams  be  cleaned  daily 
and  the  manurial  products  deposited  upon  the  fields  and  lots  where 
fertilization  is  most  needed. 

The  Farm  Committee  suggests  that  if  the  crops  of  com,  fodder  and 
hay  this  season  warrant  it,  that  the  Superintendent  be  authorized  to 
purchase  a  few  head  of  young  steers  to  utilize  the  surplus  forage.  By 
the  next  spring  these  cattle  may  be  sold  to  considerable  advantage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  YEATMAN   WEBB,  Acting  Chairman. 

MARGARET  BARRET. 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  MILLER. 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 

REBEKAH  S.  MANDERSON. 

• 

REPORT  OP  POST  CARD  COMMITTEE. 

The  Post  Card  Committee  reports  large  sales  of  post  cards  to  visitors, 
who  are  always  glad  to  buy  these  attractive  souvenirs  of  Mount  VemoiL 
More  than  10,000  have  been  disposed  of  this  year.  The  new  cards  are 
of  excellent  coloring  and  workmanship  and  reflect  credit  on  Mr.  Leet, 
who  supplies  them. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 

MARY  P.  FAILING. 

CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STEAMBOAT  CONTRACT. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  contract  for  the  serr- 
ice  of  the  steamer  '^acalester"  has  been  renewed  for  five  years  dating 
from  June  1,  1910. 

Mr.  Mertens,  the  president  of  the  steamboat  company,  has  agreed  to 
the  request  of  this  Association  that  there  shall  be  the  same  liberty 
to  dissolve  the  contract  at  any  time  on  any  first  day  of  June  upoB 
giving  ninety  days'  notice  to  the  other  party  that  the  former  contnet 
gave  only  to  the  steamboat  company. 
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Mr.  Mertens  mho  said  he  would  try  to  get  permission  from  the 
electric  railroad  company  for  an  interchange  of  tickets.  Should  this 
request  be  granted  there  must  be  an  additional  agreement  signed  by 
the  Regent  and  the  President  of  the  boat  company. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Washington  newspapers  declined  the  publication  of  long  artickt 
descriptiTC  of  Washington  relics,  or  relative  to  the  historical  annals  of 
Mount  Vernon.    They  accepted  only  short  resumes  of  daily  occurrences. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 

REPORT  OP  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examination 
of  the  financial  statements  of  the  Treasurer,  Superintendent  and  Gar- 
dener, and  have  compared  the  bills  and  vouchers  of  the  past  year  with 
the  Superintendent's  books,  finding  them  entirely  correct  and  satis- 
factory. 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources $44,705.63 

Total  expenditures 42,721.57 

Balance $  2,044.06 


Letter  from  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
silver  dessert  service  presented  by  order  of  Council  last  year  as  an 
expression  of  gratitude  for  services  of  more  than  half  a  cent:^ry : 

Fabeham,  New  London,  Conn.,  July  20,  1909. 

MiBS  Hasbiet  C.  Combgts,  Regent y  M,  F.  L.  A., 

No.  12  Chestnut  Avenue, 

Chestnut  Hills,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dkab  Miss  Cohbgts: 

A  few  days  ago  the  Express  Company  delivered  at  my  door  here  the 
Tsry  splendid  token  of  esteem  and  appreciation  which  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  myself. 
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Mj-  services  huve  been  so  easy  and  so  agreeable  that  I  cannot  m- 
knowledge  anj  great  debt  of  gratitude  as  due.  To  be  connected  wttk 
such  a  task  as  that  of  the  Association,  purely  patriotic  in  the  best 
sense,  is  in  itself  an  honor,  and  I  congratulate  myself  that  such  hat 
been  my  good  fortune. 

It  is  hard  to  realise  that  it  is  now  twenty-eight  years  since  the 
good  opinion  of  the  then  Regent,  approved  by  the  Vice  Regents,  fomid 
in  me  a  proper  successor  to  my  father,  and  it  is  especially  agreeable  to 
find  that  his  services  are  recalled  in  the  inscription  on  the  silver. 
These  handsome  pieces  of  plate,  evidences  of  a  confidence  in  my  in- 
tegrity and  in  that  of  my  father  before  me,  will  be,  I  trust,  treasured 
with  pride  by  my  children  and  by  their  descendants. 

I  pray  you,  dear  Madam,  to  convey  to  the  Vice  Regents  my  very 
sincere  thanks  and  my  deep  appreciation  of  this  sumptuous  gift. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS. 


Letter  from  Mrs.  Townsend  on  receipt  of  the  special  badge  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  presented  to  her: 

57  JBast  Seventt-Eighth  Stbeet, 

New  York,  November  22,  1909. 
Mr  Dear  Miss  Ck>MEOYS: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  and  through  you  the  Mount   Vernon  Ladies* 

Association  for  the  great  pleasure  I  experienced  today  on  receiving  the 

exquisite  memento  of  our  beloved  Society. 

Such  a  grateful  acknowledgment  and  recognition  of  my  eighteen  years 
of  service  as  its  head  and  leader  has  touched  me  more  deeply  than  I 
can  express. 

I  shall  never  look  upon  this  beautiful  little  gem  without  regretfully 
recalling  the  happy  memories  that  center  around  this  dear  home  of 
Washington. 

I  look  back  on  those  days,  and  the  friendships  made  there,  as  very 
precious  treasures  and  am  so  touched  that  the  mere  sight  of  the  So- 
ciety's last  gift  to  me  can  invoke  them  all  and  bring  them  back  to  me. 

Trusting  that  you  will  convey  my  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks 
to  the  ladies  of  the  Board,  believe  me, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 


The  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  invited  the  Giovemor  of  Virgimia  •Mi 
his  board  of  visitors  to  Mount  Vernon  on  Tuesday,  May  17th. 
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Goyemor  Mann,  with  Mrs.  Mmnn,  arrived  bj  special  trolley  car; 
the  Board  of  Visitors  which  accompanied  them  was  composed  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  Hon.  Hoswell  Page«  Beaver  Dam,  Va.;  Mr.  Fred. 
W.  Scott,  Richmond,  Va.;  Major  R.  A.  Mclntyre,  Warrenton,  Va.; 
Mr.  A.  D.  Brookett,  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Dillard,  Black- 
stone,  Va. 

At  1.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  luncheon  was  served,  after  which  the  party 
dispersed  to  inspect  the  house  and  grounds.  Before  leaving,  the  (Gov- 
ernor and  Board  of  Visitors  came  into  the  Council  chamber,  where 
the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  were  assembled,  and  speeches  were  made 
by  Governor  Mann  and  Mr.  Page.  The  Regent  responded  gracefully, 
and  soon  after  the  guests  dispersed. 


The  death  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII  of  England  occurred 
just  before  the  meeting  of  Council.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  the 
opening  session  that  the  Association  send  a  wreath  to  the  funeral 
and  a  cable  message  of  sympathy  to  Queen  Alexandra.  The  wreath 
was  made  of  leaves  of  English  oak  from  a  tree  planted  by  King 
Edward  when  he  visited  this  country  as  Prince  of  Wales,  together 
with  magnolia,  ivy  and  box  leaves  from  original  plants  at  Mount 
Vernon.  The  wreath  was  four  feet  across  and  tied  with  a  bow  of 
wide  lavender  ribbon.  It  was  sent  by  the. steamer  Baltic  and  delivered 
at  the  American  Embassy  by  special  messenger. 

The  inscription  that  accompanied  the  wreath  read  as  follows: 

"This  wreath  of  English  oak — the  leaves  from  the  tree  planted  by 
King  Edward  VII  at  the  Tomb  of  Washington — and  of  ivy,  box  and 
magnolia,  is  sent  in  evidence  of  the  honour  and  affection  in  which  the 
late  King  was  held  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association." 

The  following  letter  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  wreath  sent  to 
the  funeral  of  King  Edward  VII  was  received  some  days  after  adjourn- 
ment of  Council: 

Amebican  Embassy, 

London. 

May  23,  1910. 
Madam: 

The  Embassy  this  morning  received  through  Mr.  Leigh  Thomas,  of 

the  White  Star  Line  SS.  "Baltic,"  a  wreath  which  had  been  prepared 

at  Mt.  Vernon,  which  it  was  requested  to  place  upon  the  tomb  of  his 

late  Majesty  King  Edward  VII  at  Windsor. 

The  Embassy  has  taken  pleasure  in  furthering  the  desire  of  your 
Society  and  begs  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  the  original  acknowledgment 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Charles  A.  Frederick,  Master  of  the  House- 
hold, in  which,  besides  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  wreath,  he  ex- 
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presses  on  behalf  of  Queen  Alexandra  the  gratitude  she  feels  for  your 

thoughtful  action.    I  am.  Madam, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  MORRIS  BEARING, 
The  Rbqent,  Second  Secretary  of  Embassy. 

Mt.  Vernon  Association, 

Mt.  Vebnon,  Vibginia, 

U  S.  A. 

Buckingham  Paiace,  May  23,  1910. 

SiB:  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  wreath  from  the 
Society  of  the  Ladies  of  Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  which  shall  be  seat 
to  Windsor.  May  I  ask  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  assure  the  Society 
how  touched  Queen  Alexandra  is  by  their  kind  thought  and  sympathy 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CEL^RLES  FREDERICK, 

Master  of  the  Household. 

The  cable  message  of  sympathy  to  Queen  Alexandra  and  the  answer 
are  as  follows: 

To  Heb  Gracious  Majesty, 

The  Queen  Alexandra: 

We,  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  Mount  Vernon,  the  Home  and 
resting  place  of  Washington,  in  Council  assembled,  desire  to  offer  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  hour  of  sorrow.  With  the  whole  world  «e 
mourn  His  illustrious  Majesty,  the  Great  King  Edward  the  ScTenth, 
and  with  her  gracious  permission  are  sending  a  wreath  of  Oak  and  Itj 
from  the  Tomb  of  Washington. 

Mount  Vemon-on-the-Potomac,  May  11,  1910. 

London,  May  13th,  1910. 
The  Regent  of  Mt.  Vernon, 

Mt.  Vernon,  Virginia,  U.  S.  A.: 

Queen  Alexandra  sincerely  thanks  you  for  your  kind  sympathy.  Her 
Majesty  also  thanks  you  very  much  for  the  wreath  you  are  sending. 

( Signed )     Knollts. 

BucKiNGHAic  Palace, 

May  20,  1910. 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  all  the  kind  donors  of  the 
beautiful  wreaths  and  flowers  which  were  sent  as  tokens  of  affecticm  in 
inemory  of  our  beloved  King. 

The  Regent,  Alexandra. 

Mount  Vernon, 

United  States  of  America, 

The  above  was  written  and  signed  by  Queen  Alexandra. 
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This  year — 1910 — ^marks  the  twenty-fifth  aniiiTersary  of  our  Tahied 
Superintendent's  official  residence  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Thoroughly  imbued 
with  a  Teneration  and  love  for  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington, 
always  watchful  for  the  smallest  detail  important  for  its  preservation, 
faithfid  to  the  letter  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  office,  Mr.  Dodge 
has  proven  himself  to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

In  recognition  of  his  efficient  services  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
as  a  testimonial  of  esteem  and  regard,  Coimcil  presented  Mr.  Do^ 
with  a  cheque  for  f  1,000. 


Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  the  "Detroit  Mt.  Vernon 
Sodety**  has  purchased  for  one  thousand  dollars  and  presented  to 
Mt.  Vernon  the  large  arm  chair  that  belonged  to  the  mother  of  Wash- 
ington and  is  therefore  the  oldest  relic  at  Mt.  Vernon.  The  beautiful 
generosity  of  this  little  society,  quietly  working  in  the  interest  of  Mt. 
Vernon  for  the  Vice  Regent  of  their  State,  called  for  special  recogni- 
tion and  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  them  by  act  of  Council. 


Dr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page  has  written  a  charming  booklet  on  Mt. 
Vernon  and  its  preservation  which  is  being  published  by  the  Vice 
Regent  of  Nebraska,  aided  by  generous  friends  in  her  State.  It  will 
be  on  sale  at  Mt.  Vernon  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association  and  for 
the  enlightenment  of  the  many  who  dO  not  yet  understand  the  origin 
of  the  Association  and  how  Mt.  Vernon  is  preserved  as  it  is  today. 
The  name  of  the  author  and  subject  of  the  sketch  pre-suppose  a  gem 
in  literature  t}iat  few  will  care  to  be  without. 


A  new  edition  of  the  official  guide  book  has  just  been  published 
which  will  be  found  interesting  as  well  as  attractive  in  appearance. 

It  has  been  enlarged  to  contain  a  brief  statement  of  the  main  facts 
connected  with  the  restoration  of  Mt.  Vernon  from  the  time  it  was 
first  offered  to  the  United  States  Government  and  declined,  then  to 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  again  declined  and  finally  of  the  appeal 
of  Miss  Pamela  Cunningham  to  the  women  of  the  country,  which 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the 
Union. 

A  complete  list  of  Regents  and  Vice  Regents  from  the  organisation 
of  the  Association  will  be  found,  also  a  record  of  valuable  restora- 
tions or  state  work  accomplished  through  the  Vice  Regents. 

An  account  of  all  Washington  relics  and  where  placed  will  add 
interest  to  the  volume,  which  may  be  obtained  only  at  Mt.  Vernon. 
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The  collection  of  Washington  relics  has  again  been  enriehed  by  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan.  A  porcelain  mug  in  beantifitl 
condition,  from  which  Washington  drank  milk  and  cider,  was  pre- 
sented through  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

Mt.  Vernon  has  also  received  in  the  past  year  a  number  of  raloaUe 
articles  by  bequest.  By  the  wills  of  Miss  Margaret  B.  Smith  and  Mrs. 
Edmonia  Mason  McClurg  an  interesting  collection  has  been  transferred 
by  their  executors,  a  list  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Relic  Conmiittee. 


Mrs.  Julian-James  came  down  to  Mt.  Vernon  to  present  on  her  own 
behalf  an  antique  silver  and  copper  coffee  urn  that  once  belcmged  to 
General  Washington,  and  on  behalf  of  the  executors  of  her  sister, 
Mrs.  McClurg,  the  articles  left  to  Mt.  Vernon  in  the  will  of  Mrs. 
McClurg. 


The  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  received  an  invitation  to  the  White 
House  from  Mrs.  Taft  for  Thursday  afternoon,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  Regent  and  a  number  of  Vice  Regents,  all  going  up  to  Wash- 
ington on  a  special  car,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Dodge.  The  oecasion 
will  be  remembered  as  a  very  delightful  one  and  made  an  agreeable 
break  in  the  routine  of  business.  * 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


FINANCE. 


Mrs.  Ball,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs. 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Flandau,  Mrs.  Leary. 

MANSION. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Rogers, 
Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Maxey. 

FURNITURE. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  chairman;  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Conover, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Ball^  Mrs.  Leary. 

LIBRARY. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Rathbone, 
Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Miss  Failing,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Harrison, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Maxey. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Miss  Failing,  Mrs. 
Ricks. 

FARM. 

Mrs.  Hearst,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Ricks. 

TOMB. 

Mrs.  Grtfham,  chairman;  Bdrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs. 
FUadrau,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer. 
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RBUC8. 

Mrs.  Wilder,  chainnan;  Mrs.  Hearts,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Barret,  Mrs.  Qraham,  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss  Towneend. 

RECORD. 

Mrs.  Hudson,  ohairman;  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Barret 

BY-LAWS. 

Mrs.  Manderson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Brown. 

INDEX. 
Mrs.  Ward,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 

Bdrs.  Manderson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret 

PRESS. 

Mrs.  Webb,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Rathfoone,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mn. 
Pringle. 

GUIDE  BOOK. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Flsndrt% 
Miss  Failing. 

POST  CARDS. 

Miss  Townsend,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Miss  Failing. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  WASHINGTON  RELICS. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;   Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  BaH^ 
Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Brown,  Miss  Failing. 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 


OF   THE   FOUNDER  AND   FIRST  REGENT  OF   THE 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADES*  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


'T'O  the  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
^  of  June,  1875.  Ladies:  It  was  my  intention,  as  well 
as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and  conformed  in 
person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompanying  a  resignation  so 
important  as  mine;  but  Providence  does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you,  as  to  me;  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  important 
in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves; 
to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or  duties,  laid 
down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be  lightly  regarded, 
for  they  were  pledges  to  future  generations  as  well  as  to  ours. 
The  minds  sad  hearts  which  conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home 
of  Washington;  of  the  completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute"  to 
public  integrity  and  private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the 
gratitude  due  sad  felt  by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an 
important  part  in  the  drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with 
all  the  reverence  felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting-places 
of  their  honored  dead;  where  only  pious  hands  are  permitted 
to  be  in  ''charge/'  so  as  to  have  them  carried  down  to  admir- 
ing ages  in  the  same  condition  as  when  left. 


Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when 
an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and  tomb  of 
Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all  change, 
whether  by  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last  owner  of 
Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from 
his  hands.  Such  to  the  legislature  of  his  mother's  estate,  ere 
she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it.  Such  are  we  bound  to 
keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as  our  intelligence 
and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around 
it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from  change — should  be  kept 
as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge,  see  to 
it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let  no  irrever- 
ent hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with  the 
fingers  of  progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which  he 
lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died.  Let 
one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours  be  saved  from  change! 
Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thou- 
sands from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home  of 
Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country,  let 
them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead, 
pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till  the 
hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in  America,  let 
them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for  the  home  of  our 
Hero!     Farewell! 

Ladies,  1  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held — 
since  December  2nd,  1853. 

Respectfully, 
June  1st,  1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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THE   REGENTS  AND   VICE   REGENTS  OF   THE 

MOUNT   VERNON   LADIES*  ASSOCIATION  OF 

THE    UNION    SINCE    ITS    ORGANIZATION 


Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  Regent,  1853-1873. 
Resigned  1873;  died  May  1,  1874. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1858. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned   1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1850 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eye,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  LeVert,  died  1877 Alabama 

5.  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Mac  Willie,  died  1872 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1872 Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died  1872 Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1858 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  resigned  1866 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865 Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1866 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catharine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Bootes  Goodrich,  resigned   1864 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863;  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Farnsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hampshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson  Jeffreys,  died  1894 Kentucky 

Mrs.  Janet  M.  E.  Riggs,  Acting  Vice  Regent.  .District  of  Columbia 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1883 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Mrs.  Lilly  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylvania 
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27.  Mrs.  Magadelan  G.  Blanding,  resigned  18^4 CaUfornis 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkaasai 

30.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker,  died  1908 North  Carolina 

1860. 

31.  Mrs.  Ann  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 Blissonri 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1867 South  Carolina 

1866. 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweet,  died  1908 Maine 

34.  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

35.  Miss  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August,  1899 South  Carolina 

36.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hickman,  resigned  1874 Kerada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Steams,  resigned  1873 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1872 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1872 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brocks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

1868. 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Conneetieot 

46.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Yirginia 

1872. 

47.  Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virgmit 

48.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1873;  died  1898 Iowa 

49.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1878 Arkantat 

1873. 

50.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875. Mississippi 

51.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

52.  Mrs.  David  Urquehart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

53.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

(This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent.) 
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MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN, 
(Made  Acting  Regent  1873,  and  Regent  June,  1874.) 

Second  Regent. 
Died  1891. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

54,     Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

56.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1889 Tennessee 

1875. 

66.    Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1889 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  resigned  1876 Nevada 

1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Renssel^r  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1884 Vermont 

1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  died  1910 Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

66.    Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  Dekay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Elizabeth   Woodward,   died   1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fannie  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  died  1908 Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 
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1890. 

74,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906 New  Hampshire 

1891. 

75.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

(This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laughton, 
second  Regent  (Madame  Berghmann),  who  died  Nov.  4,  1891.) 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

Third  Regent. 
(Elected  temporary  Regent  December,  1891,  and  Regent  June,  1892.) 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904;  died  1906.. Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1894 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902 Nebraska 

86.    Mrs.  Wm.  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Chas.  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Te3ni 

1897. 

89.  Mrs.  James  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  F.   Manderson Nd)raaka 

92.  Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 
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1901. 

93.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pringle South  Carolina 

94.  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Barret Kentucky 

95.  Mrs.  Chas.  Denby,  died  Dec.  26th,   1906 Indiana 

1905. 

96.  Mrs.  Henry  W.   Rogers Maryland 

1907. 

97.  Mrs.  Frances  Jones  Ricks Mississippi 

98.  Mrs.  Lewis  Irwin   Ohio 

99.  Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown Rhode  Island 

100.  Miss  Mary  F.  Failing Oregon 

101.  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary Washington 

1909. 

102.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews North   Carolina 

This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Town- 
send,  Third  Regent. 


MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS, 

Fourth  Regent. 

Elected  May,  1909. 
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1911 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies*  Association 

of  the  Union 


HELD  AT 


MOUNT  VERNON-ON-THE-POTOMAC 

FAIRFAX  COU^4TY,  VA. 


Mas  II  to  20,  1911 


OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


HONORARY  RSGENT. 

MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

REGENT. 
MISS  HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS,  "The  Green,"  Dover,  Del. 

VICE  REGENTS. 

MRS.  SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON,  Connecticut. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  BARNES,  District  of  Columbia. 

MRS.  CHARLES  B.  BALL,  Virginia. 

MISS  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Massachusetts. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH   B.  A.   RATHBONE,  Michigan. 

MRS.  MARY  T.  LEITER,  Illinois. 

MRS.  REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Minnesota. 

MRS.  PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  California. 

MRS.  J.  J.  WILDER,  Georgia. 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Missouri. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  S.  CONOVER,  New  Jersey. 

MRS.  THOMAS   SHAPARD   WEBB,   SR.,  Tennessee. 

MISS  AMY  TOWNSEND,  New  York. 

MRS.  CHARLES  GUSTIS  HARRISON,  Pennsylvania. 

MRS.  THOMAS  S.  MAXEY,  Texas. 

MRS.  ROBERT  D.  JOHNSTON,  Alabama. 

MRS.  CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON,  Nebraska.     . 


MRS.  EUGENE  VAN  RENSSELAER,  West  Virginia. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  South  Carolina. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  P.  BARRET,  Kentucky. 

MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Maryland. 

MRS.  LEWIS  W.  IRWIN,  Ohio. 

MRS.  FRANCES  J.  RICKS,  Mississippi. 

MISS  MARY  P.  PAILING,  Oregon. 

MRS.  ELIZA  P.  LEARY,  Washington. 

MRS.  J.  CARTER  BROWN,  Rhode  Island. 

MRS.  A.  B.  ANDREWS,  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  JAMES  GORE  KING  RICHARDS,  Maine. 

MISS  MARY  BVARTS,  Vermont. 

MRS.  ANTOINE  LENTILHON  FOSTER,  Delaware. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 
MRS.  HENRY  W.  ROGERS,  Rider  P.  O.,  Baltimore  Co.,  Md. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

MRS.  JOHN  JULIUS  PRINGLE,  **Chicora  Wood,"  Georgetown,  S.  C. 
R.  F.  D.  1. 

TREASURER. 
MR.  ARTHUR  T.  BRICE,  1711  M  Street,  Washington.  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR,  HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Mt.  Vemon-onthe-Potomac,  Va. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT. 
MR.  JAMES  YOUNG,  Mt.  Vernon-on-the-Potomac,  Va. 

RESIDENT  ENGINEER. 
MR.  JAMES  R.  ARCHER,  Mt.  Vemon-on-the-Potomac,  Va. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

MR.  LEWIS  CASS  LEDYARD,  2  East  87th  St.,  New  York  City,  N  Y. 
HON.  GEORGE  GRAY,  Wihnington.  Del. 
COL.  WILUAM  ANDERSON,  Lexington,  Va. 


1911 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  Annual  Council  on 
Thursday,  May  11,  1911.    Twenty-four  ladies  being  present. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  Vice  Regent,  California. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover,  Vice  Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Charles  Custis  Harrison,  Vice  Regent,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Eugene  B.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent,  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  John  Julius  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers,  Vice  Regent,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Failing,  Vice  Regent,  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Vice  Regent,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  James  Gore  King  Richards,  Vice  Regent,  Maine. 

Mrs.  Victorine  E.  Foster,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 


REGENT'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Ladies: 

In  greeting  you  at  Council  this  bright  May  morning  my  heart  is  full 
of  thankfulness  that  I  have  nothing  to  report  that  need  cause  appre- 
hension with  regard  to  the  future  safety  and  welfare  of  Mount  Vernon. 

With  deep  regret  I  chronicle  the  loss  through  death  of  three  mem- 
bers of  our  Association  since  we  last  met  at  Council.  On  the  4th  of 
July  Chief  Justice  Fuller  passed  away,  full  of  honors  and  mourned  by 
the  Nation.  In  this  event  we  lost  from  our  advisory  oonunittee  a  true 
friend  who  honored  us  with  advice  in  such  directions  as  we  could  with 
propriety  seek  from  one  presiding  in  our  highest  court  of  justice. 

On  the  6th  of  July  we  were  shocked  to  learn  of  the  sudden  death  of 
Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  our  able  Treasurer  and  steadfast  friend.  He  had 
not  only  a  personal  interest  in  Mount  Vernon,  but  an  interest  which 
he  inherited  from  his  father,  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  who  was  our  first 
Treasurer,  and  from  his  mother,  who  was  our  first  Vice  R^ent  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  Riggs  succeeded  his  father  in  1882,  and 
throughout  the  long  years  of  careful  management  on  the  part  of  both 
father  and  son,  our  financial  affairs  have  been  kept  free  from  complica- 
tions or  embarrassments  of  any  description  whatever. 

The  third  sad  event  occurred  on  the  15th  of  July,  when  we  lost  one 
of  our  most  highly  esteemed  Vice  Regents,  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward. 
She  represented  the  State  of  Kansas  in  our  Association  for  thirty  years. 
Superior  qualities  of  a  carefully  trained  mind  fitted  her  for  special 
work  assigned  to  her  and  what  she  accomplished  was  invariably  im- 
portant, as  our  reports  will  show.  In  1889  she  restored  the  "servants' 
quarters"  with  money  furnished  by  the  school  children  of  Kansas.  For 
ten  years  she  was  our  efficient  Secretary  of  Councils;  at  the  same  time 
she  was  a  most  helpful  member  of  our  Record  Committee,  especially  in 
filing  early  records,  which  required  judgment  and  much  labor.  We 
were  together  on  this  committee  and  I  was  always  forcibly  impressed 
by  her  strong  common  sense,  quiet  dignity  and  considerate  cohrtesy. 
We  have  received  beautiful  tributes  to  her  memory  from  the  Kansas 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  of  which  she  was  a  charter 
member,  and  from  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  which 
she  organized  in  her  State.  We  shall  miss  her  helpful  counsel  and 
clear  judgment  at  our  Board. 

Our  flag  was  again  lowered  at  halfmast,  on  this  occasion  as  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  Mrs.  Beverly  Kennon,  who  died  on  the  27th  of 
January,  at  Tudor  Place,  her  home  in  Georgetown.    She  was  a  great 


granddaughter  of  Martha  Washington,  and  always  took  an  intense  in- 
terest in  our  Association,  and  so  long  as  her  health  permitted,  graciously 
accepted  our  invitations  to  visit  us  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  influence  of 
her  gentle  presence  here  was  to  us  a  benediction. 

From  our  Honorary  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend, 
I  have  received  a  dear  letter  in  which  she  regrets  that  the  journey 
on  is  rather  too  long  for  her  to  take  just  now,  or  she  would  join  us 
here.  In  her  absence  from  Council  we  realize  a  void  which  cannot  be 
filled  by  anyone  else,  and  we  long  to  have  her  come  again. 

Among  our  acquisitions  since  last  Council  are  gifts  of  Washington 
relics  and  Colonial  chairs.  An  umbrella,  which  belonged  to  Washing- 
ton^ ^^  been  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  Mr.  Louis  V.  Bell 
has  also  given,  through  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York,  a  handsome 
pair  of  brass  firedogs,  which  were  presented  to  Washington  by  Lafay- 
ette, and  a  small  piece  of  Mrs.  Washington's  wedding  dress.  Mrs. 
Archibald  Hopkins  has  presented  the  gold  head  and  steel  ferrule  of  a 
cane  which  belonged  to  Washington,  that  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association  gave  to  her  grandfather,  Edward  Everett,  in  1858,  in  ap- 
preciation of  his  aid  in  raising  the  required  sum  for  the  purchase 
of  Mount  Vernon.  Mrs.  Riggs  has  given  our  Association  ten 
Chippendale  chairs.  It  was  the  wish  of  our  late  Treasurer  that  they 
should  be  at  Mount  Vernon.  They  are  historically  interesting  as  having 
once  belonged  to  Daniel  Webster.  Information  received  from  experts 
proves  that  the  portrait  of  Lafayette  was  not  painted  by  Gilbert  Stuart, 
nor  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin  by  Houdon,  as  was  supposed  to  be  the 
case  when  they  were  presented  last  year.  Labels  making  the  state- 
ments have  been  removed. 

After  the  death  of  our  Treasurer,  by  virtue  of  my  office  questions  in 
connection  with  our  finances,  notably  with  regard  to  re-investments, 
came  to  me  for  decision.  A  full  account  of  all  that  was  done  in  this 
direction,  at  the  advice  of  our  bankers,  you  will  find  in  my  financial 
report.  One  of  the  keys  of  our  bank  box  will,  of  course,  be  in  posses- 
sion of  our  Treasurer;  the  other  one,  which  is  for  the  use  of  the 
Regent  alone,  will  be  kept  here  in  our  safe. 

The  rebuilding  on  the  original  lines  of  the  Ha  Ha  and  screen  walls, 
whose  foundations  had  been  left  undisturbed  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, restores  a  feature  to  these  grounds  which,  in  Colonial  Days 
was  quite  characteristic  and  necessary  on  a  great  Southern  plantation, 
to  keep  from  the  upper  lawns  grazing  sheep,  and  out  of  sight,  from 
mansion  and  lawns,  those  going  to  and  fro  in  the  performance  of  their 
daily  labors.  The  restoration  has  been  made  complete  this  year  by  re- 
building, in  addition  to  that  portion  ordered  by  last  Council,  the  screen 
wall  between  the  office  and  the  Ha  Ha  across  the  northern  lawn,  which 
was  restored  by  New  York  several  years  ago.  This  additional  work  I 
authorized  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  could  be  com- 
pleted at  much  less  expense  and  inconvenience  if  done  at  once.     The 
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last  brick  was  laid  on  the  24th  of  November.  In  directing  this  woik 
our  Engineer,  Mr.  Archer,  has  carsfnlly  followed  the  old  English  bond 
method  of  laying  the  bricks,  which  is  in  aooordance  with  the  onginal 
work  of  the  kind  at  Mount  Vernon.  Original  bricks  are  in  the  eoping 
throughout  the  entire  stretch  of  walk,  and  those  used  in  the  restoration 
brought  for  the  purpose  from  an  old  Colonial  house  in  Virginia,  corre- 
spond with  the  original  ones  in  both  size  and  color.  In  due  time  the 
ivy  planted  will  climb  over  them  and  add  to  their  effect.  In  1859, 
when  our  Association  took  possession  of  Mount  Vernon,  it  was  a  source 
of  great  regret  that  they  had  no  money  to  pay  for  restoring  these  walls. 
There  was  nothing  they  could  do  but  have  the  debris  cleared  away,  and 
allow  the  grass  to  grow  over  the  foundations  until  the  time  should 
come  when  they  could  be  uncovered  and  rebuilt.  You  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  the  wife  of  Bishop  Tucker  of  Virginia,  a  daughter  of  John 
A.  Washington,  stated,  on  seeing  the  walls  after  they  were  finished, 
that,  as  rebuilt  they  are  in  true  accordance  with  her  recollection  of 
them  as  they  stood  in  her  childhood,  when  she  lived  here. 

On  Decoration  Day,  President  Taft  sent  a  beautiful  wreath  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Tomb.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Washington  Lodge 
of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  Masons  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  belong- 
ing to  the  George  Washington  National  Memorial  Association,  were  re- 
ceived as  our  guests  when  they  came  here  on  the  189th  Anniversary  of 
his  birth  to  honor  the  memory  of  our  Nation's  greatest  Mason. 

We  have  also  received  as  guests  distinguished  foreigners  who  have 
come  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Washington.  Throughout  the 
year  patriotic  organizations  send  delegates  on  great  anniversaries  to 
place  wreaths  upon  the  Tomb.  Our  special  desire  is  to  encourage 
teachers  to  bring  the  school  children  here  when  possible,  to  see  the 
home  and  play  over  the  lawns  where  Washington  lived,  and  add  a 
chapter  to  their  lessons  in  the  history  of  the  struggle  for  Inde- 
pendence, which  will  help  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  characters  and  in 
their  training  to  be  good  citizens. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  E.  McFadden  Company  for  the  gift  of  two 
flags,  which  were  unfurled  here  on  the  4th  of  July,  a  presentation  in 
continuance  of  a  beautiful  custom  established  by  them  in  1874. 

"Mount  Vernon  and  its  Preservation,"  written  and  generously  pre- 
sented to  us  by  Dr.  Th<ftnas  Nelson  Page,  has  been  published  in  booklet 
form  since  last  Council,  and  will  be  reported  on  by  the  Vice  H^ent 
for  Nebraska,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  having  the  matter  in  charge. 
A  carefully  revised  and  enlarged  edition  of  our  Guide  Book  is  also 
for  sale  here.  It  not  only  explains  to  visitors  what  is  of  most  interest 
to  be  found  in  the  Mansion,  gardens  and  grounds,  but  it  also  gives 
information  with  which  they  may  be  unfamiliar,  with  respect  to  the 
history  and  personnel  of  the  Association  having  Mount  Vernon  in 
charge. 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  although  our  expenses  have  been  great 
this  year  on  account  of  restorations  and  repairs,  our  receipts  have 
been  adequate  to  cover  them.  The  Mansion  and  all  of  the  surrounding 
buildings  have  been  repainted  as  you  directed  and  some  changes,  adding 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  our  employees,  have  been  made  in 
their  rooms.  You  will  find,  as  I  have  always  when  I  have  made  my 
periodical  visits  here,  that  Mount  Vernon  is  in  beautiful  order.  We 
have  lost  from  the  west  lawn  one  of  our  historic  trees — ^the  ofd  hem- 
lock^which  from  year  to  year  has  had  special  care.  In  a  terrific  wind 
storm  last  winter  it  was  broken  off  near  the  ground. 

Our  gardens  and  greenhouses  are  our  pride.  In  snow  storms  during 
the  winter  our  gardeners  and  night  watchmen  give  special  attention  to 
our  -box  hedges;  snows  are  not  allowed  to  rest  upon  them  and  break 
them  down. 

Two  of  our  faithful  servitors  died  last  winter— Carter,  the  old  guard 
at  the  Tomb,  and  Matilda,  so  long  in  service  here.  You  will  be 
glad  to  know  that  the  sum  allowed  by  last  Council  for  Matilda's  main- 
tenance was  quite  sufiicient  to  insure  proper  attention  and  care  during 
her  illness,  and  that  I  authorized  Mr.  Dodge  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  her  funeral. 

Our  Superintendent,  in  his  report,  will  give  you  all  the  details  of 
work  accomplished  under  his  direction  which  you  have  ordered.  Of 
his  faithfulness  and  that  of  his  assistants  and  our  employees  to  the 
best  interests  of  Mount  Vernon,  I  cannot  say  too  much.  In  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Dodge,  when  he  took  his  vacation  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, our  Assistant  'Superintendent,  Mr.  Young,  faithfully  carried 
out  all  the  work  planned  to  be  accomplished  at  that  season.  I  am 
especially  grateful  to  Mr.  Dodge  on  account  of  the  valuable  assistance 
he  rendered  us  all,  last  winter,  in  our  extraordinary  work  in  meeting 
what  was  required  in  the  fulfillment  of  our  duty  towards  safeguarding 
Mount  Vernon. 

In  the  fifty-eight  years  of  the  history  of  our  Association,  three  special 
appeals  have  gone  forth  to  our  countrymen  to  aid  us  in  protecting 
Mount  Vernon  from  all  chance  of  desecration.  In  1853,  Miss  Cunning- 
ham, our  Founder,  called  upon  the  women  of  America  to  help  her  to 
raise  $200,000  to  secure  for  the  Nation  the  Home  and  Grave  of  Wash- 
ington and  save  it  from  ruin.  Patriotic  enthusiasm  was  aroused  in 
every  >State  in  the  Union,  and  in  April,  1868,  tjohn  Augustine  Wash- 
ington transferred  his  title  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  including 
the  Mansion  and  Tomb,  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of 
the  Union.  By  1860  Mount  Vernon  was  paid  for.  A  year  later,  just 
half  a  century  ago,  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  Another  menace  threat- 
ened! Miss  Cunningham  then  appealed  to  the  commanding  generals 
of   the   Northern    and    Southern    armies    to   grant    protection    to    the 
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Home  and  Grave  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  Immediate  orders 
were  issued  from  both  sections,  that  no  armed  soldier  should  enter  onr 
gates.  Throughout  the  war  Mount  Vernon  was  respected  as  neutral 
ground.  When  I  learned,  last  September,  for  the  first  time  that  the 
Belvoir  or  White  House  tract,  in  close  proximity  to  Mount  Vernon, 
had  been  condemned  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  upon  it  a  Government  reformatory  for 
criminals  of  the  District,  as  Regent  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association,  I  signed  a  protest  to  the  Commissioners  against  such  a 
desecration  of  this  historic  neighborhood.  Again  and  again  we  en- 
deavored to  induce  the  Commissioners  to  change  the  site  themselves, 
but  never  with  hope  of  succeeding  until  we  learned  that  the  District 
appropriation  bill  calling  for  the  requisite  sum  for  the  building  of 
the  Reformatory  on  that  particular  site  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  consideration.  In  fulfillment  of  our  duty 
to  the  Nation  as  trustees  of  this  most  sacred  shrine,  we  appealed  to 
Congress  for  protection,  and  to  patriotic  societies  and  to  patriotic  citi- 
zens all  over  the  land  to  aid  us  in  our  endeavor  to  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  what  we  felt  would  bring  dishonor  upon  our  Country 
and  imperil  the  safety  of  the  Home  and  Grave  of  Washington.  That 
invariably  and  immediately  you  responded  to  the  calls  of  your  R^^ent 
for  assistance  that  changing  conditions  required,  and  to  your  influence 
in  your  States  and  with  those  who  represent  your  States  in  Congress, 
and  to  the  aid  of  our  patriotic  countrymen  we  owe  the  fact  that  a  re- 
sponse to  the  combined  appeals  came  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  30th  of  January.  This  was  in  the  form  of  an  amend- 
ment,  called  the  Carlin  Amendment,  to  the  District  of  Columbia  appro- 
priation bill.    It  reads: 

''That  no  part  of  any  appropriation  in  this  act  shall  be  expended 
for  any  purpose  whatsoever  for  a  reformatory  or  asylum  or  workhouae 
in  the  State  of  Virginia  or  Maryland,  within  a  radius  of  ten  (10) 
miles  of  Mount  Vernon,  except  the  one  now  located  at  Occoquan,  Vir 
ginia." 

This  passed  the  House  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  When  the  Bill 
reached  the  Senate,  this  amendment  had  been  strengthened  in  the 
Senate  District  Committee  and  made  to  read: 

"That  no  part  of  any  appropriation  contained  in  this  act,  or  of  cmff 
appropriation  heretofore  made  shall  be  expended  for  any  purpose  what- 
soever for  a  reformatory  or  asylum  or  workhouse  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia or  Maryland  within  a  radius  of  ten  (10)  miles  of  Mount  Vernon, 
except  the  one  now  at  Occoquan,  Virginia." 

Without  opposition  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  the  Senate  on  the 
13th  of  February,  and  in  due  time  received  the  signature  of  President 
Taft. 
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Through  the  Charter  granted  by  Virginia  to  this  Association  in 
1858,  Miss  Cunningham  pledged  the  Association  to  guard  Mount  Vernon 
from  all  change  and  keep  it  forever  sacred  to  the  memory  of  George 
Washington.  The  Charter  cites  that  "In  default  of  said  Association 
making  such  proper  and  becoming  improvements,  or  keeping  the  same 
in  proper  repair,  then  the  said  estate  shall  be  subject  to  improvement 
and  repair  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  to  this  end 
the  possession  of  said  estate  shall  vest  in  said  State." 

Mount  Vernon,  with  all  its  hallowed  memories,  is  dear  to  every 
patriotic  American.  Washington's  memory  was  never  more  revered 
than  now.  It  has  been  proved  that  the  Association  having  Mount 
Vernon  in  charge  has  the  confidence  of  the  Nation.  All  the  pledges  have 
been  kept  that  were  given  over  half  a  century  ago.  So  far  as  possible 
the  place  has  been  restored  to  its  original  appearance,  as  it  was  when 
our  great  hero  lived  here.  Visitors  who  come  day  by  day  make  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  maintain  it  and  keep  it  in  order.  Our  pledge  "To  guard 
it  from  change"  is  our  special  responsibility,  and  so  long  as  we  are 
faithful  in  keeping  this  pledge  we  may  rely  upon  retaining  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  the  Nation. 

Tour  friend  and  Regent, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  OOMEGYS. 
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MEMORIAL 


Elisha  Francis  Rigos, 
Treasurer  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

The  sad  news  of  the  death  of  Elisha  Francis  Riggs,  July  6,  1910, 
came  through  many  testimonials  to  his  high  character  and  ability  from 
the  press,  throughout  the  country.  It  was  stated  that  "Elisha  Francis 
Rigg8»  o^  Washington,  D.  C,  banker  of  international  reputation,  and  a 
leader  in  philanthropic  activities  of  the  National  Capital,  died  at  his 
beautiful  summer  home,  at  New  London."  It  was  also  stated  that  the 
late  George  W.  Riggs,  his  father,  was  the  founder  of  the  banking  firm 
of  Riggs  and  Company,  to  which  business  E.  Francis  Riggs  succeeded; 
that  Mr.  Riggs  was  connected  with  large  financial  interests  and 
charitable  institutions;  that  he  was  possessed  of  business  ability  of 
high  order,  and  that  his  integrity  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Such  was  the  testimony  of  his  friends  and  of  the  public.  The  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  has  its  own  grateful  tribute  of  appreciation 
and  honor  to  offer  to  Mr.  Riggs*  memory  for  his  unfailing  devotion 
to  its  interests  and  for  the  wisdom  with  which  he  managed  its  affairs. 

We  are  told  in  Holy  Writ  that  "the  end  of  the  just  and  upright  man 
is  peace."  We  may  well  believe  that  the  end  of  our  just,  upright  and 
devoted  friend  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  was  peace — the 
peace  that  is  the  reward  of  strength  and  endurance  in  the  conflict  of 
life,  and  of  victory  in  the  end. 

It  would  be  hard  to  enumerate  all  for  which  the  Association  i« 
indebted  to  Mr.  Riggs.  He  came  to  us  by  inheritance — a  rich  legacy 
to  the  Association  from  his  father  and  mother  who,  in  the  days  of 
storm  and  stress  which  followed  the  Civil  War,  were  our  good  friends. 
His  father  was  our  first  Treasurer  and  his  mother  was  the  first  Vice 
Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  but  for  their  generosity  in 
advancing  funds  for  the  empty  treasury  of  the  Association,  the  day  of 
restoration  of  Washington's  old  home  would  have  been  long  delayed. 

Like  his  father,  and  mother,  the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon  have 
ever  been  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Riggs.  Though  the  center  of 
large  financial  interests  as  a  banker  in  Washington,  he  would  put  aside 
other  pressing  work  to  aid  us  by  judicious  counsel,  to  invest  wisely 
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our  securities;  to  make  a  circumstantial  annual  report  at  Council,  and 
to  keep  the  Finance  Committee  thoroughly  informed  concerning  our 
investments.  When  the  Regent,  and  the  members  of  the  finance  Com- 
mittee, who  were  in  Washington,  last  year,  before  Council,  met  the 
Treasurer  at  his  office,  at  his  request,  he,  with  the  utmost  pains,  ex- 
plained all  the  details  concerning  investments  and  funds  in  his  keeping, 
and  gave  them  copies  of  all  the  securities.  He  looked  ill,  and  the 
shadow  of  death  was  already  upon  him;  but,  he  had  no  thought  of 
sparing  himself.  As  he  conceived  it,  he  had  a  duty  to  perform,  a  trust 
to  transfer,  and  "Loyal  au  mort,"  he  did  not  slight  a  single  detail. 
We  of  the  Association  can  never  cease  to  be  grateful  to  him,  and  to 
hold  him  in  sacred  memory. 

May  his  be  the  glory  that  is  the  end  of  human  endeavor,  conflict 
and  victory. 

'^t  is  enough,  Earth's  struggles  cease, 

When  the  Master  calls  to  Heaven's  perfect  peace." 

i 

Mbs.  Jennis  Meeksb  Wabd,  ' 

VicB  Regent,  Mount  Vebnon  Ladies'  As8ocxa.tiok,  fob  Kansas, 

Died  July  15th,  1910, 
At  her  residence,  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  for  they  shall  see  God." 


To  her  for  whom  we  mourn,  and  for  whom  the  flag  she  loved  so  well 
hangs  at  halfmast  above  our  lawns,  this  beautiful  promise  seemed 
essentially  to  belong,  so  pure  in  heart  was  she.  Guileless  as  a  child 
she  passed  through  life  so  unstained  and  ignorant  of  its  temptations 
and  frauds  that  we,  who  best  knew  and  loved  her,  were  often  tempted 
to  screen  her,  as  we  would  a  child,  from  the  trials  and  annoyances  of 
daily  life.  It  is  rare  indeed  to  flnd  a  character  so  faithful,  upright 
and  steadfast,  so  trustful  and  affectionate,  so  exempt  from  any  trace 
of  worldliness. 

Her  education  had  formed  a  highly  cultivated  mind  and  her  intimate 
knowledge  of  classic  and  general  literature  made  her  a  most  interesting 
companion.  Her  judgment  was  clear  and  wise  though  her  natural 
reserve  caused  an  unwillingness  to  declare  it. 

While  we  cherish  the  memory  of  so  noble  a  character,  may  we  not 
also  be  grateful  for  our  brief  intercourse  with  one  of  "the  pure  in  heart 
who  shall  see  God." 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUI>SON. 


.  .  ^  *' 
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STATE  REPORTS 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Begent  for  Alabama  has  little  to  report  this  year,  except 
that  many  Mount  Vernon  talks  were  given. 

A  reception  was  held  on  the  22d  of  February. 

The  papers  on  Washington's  home  and  friends  were  so  full  that  some 
were  published  by  request. 

An  old  mahogany  clock  was  secured  for  the  Alabama  room. 

Individuals,  the  press  of  the  State  and  our  Representatives  all  rallied 
around  us  in  our  fight  before  Congress  to  prevent  the  desecration  of 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  building  of  a  penal  institution  at  our  very  doors. 
All  honor  to  our  Regent  and  the  ladies  who  under  her  leadership  gained 
us  the  victory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 

Vice  R^;ent. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  California  reports  that  she  distributed  a  number 
of  Mount  Vernon  reports. 

Also,  that,  at  the  request  of  prominent  members  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  she  furnished  the  data  for  a  report  of  the 
work  accomplished  and  of  general  conditions  at  Mount  Vernon,  which 
was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Americto 
Revolution. 

She  further  reports  that  she  notified  not  only  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  California,  who  responded  promptly,  but  also  proihinent 
and  influential  citizens,  of  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  government 
reformatory  for  criminals  from  the  District  of  Columbia  at  Belvoir. 
Through  a  friend  who  is  managing  large  interests  in  South  Dakota  the 
same  work  was  accomplished  in  that  State. 

It  is  her  pleasure  to  donate  $250  to  be  expended  for  any  existing 
necessity.  Should  the  Council  decide  to  purchase  such  a  farm  wagon 
as  is  reconunended  by  the  Superintendent,  and  this  suit  proves  in- 
sufficient, she  will  gladly  increase  it  to  the  requisite  amount. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST, 

Vice  Regent 
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CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  our  Superintendent  forwarded  to  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Johnathan  Burwell  Kilbourn,  formerly  of  Connecticut, 
which  stated  that  by  the  will  of  his  sister,  Miss  6.  Elizabeth  Kilboum, 
of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  he  was  authorized  to  present  to  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association  for  the  use  of  the  Connecticut  room  a  counterpane, 
an  heirloom  in  his  family  for  generations.  This  was  so  curious  a  piece 
of  work  that  I  took  the  liberty  of  accepting  it  without  delay  and  now 
beg  that  Council  will  indorse  my  act. 

I  have  provided  a  Brussels  carpet  both  for  the  office  and  office  din- 
ing room. 

Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Verplanck,  of  Mount  Gulien,  Fishkill,  sends,  through 
me,  several  plants  of  the  York  and  Lancaster  rose  which  are  raised 
from  historic  roots  that  bloomed  when  Washington  there  founded  the 
Order  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Many  reports  have  been  distributed  in  England,  Europe  and  my  own 
State.  I  have  failed  in  procuring  from  Mrs.  Walker's  heirs  any  of  her 
Mount  Vernon  papers  that  are  much  needed  by  her  successor,  the  pres^ 
ent  Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

In  response  to  the  order  of  our  Regent  I  sent  letters  to  the  Con- 
necticut members  of  Congresses  of  1910-1911,  asking  for  their  protec- 
tion against  the  impending  danger  to  Mount  Vernon  in  placing  a  penal 
institution  near  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Washington.  These  gentlemen 
in  reply  assured  me  of  their  services  and  their  votes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia  responded  at  once  to  the  appeal  of  our 
Regent  for  the  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon  from  the  threatened 
establishment  of  a  criminal  reformatory  near  Mount  Vernon,  writing 
personal  notes,  with  copies  of  the  protest,  also  sending  Mount  Vernon 
reports  to  the  eleven  members  of  Congress  and  the  two  senators  from 
Georgia,  also  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  receiving  cordial  responses. 

The  Vice  Regent  also,  as  President  of  the  Georgia  Society  of  Colonial 
Dames,  called  meetings  of  that  Society,  who  gladly  signed  the  protest 
which  was  sent  to  Senator  Bacon,  of  Georgia,  at  Washington. 

Two  old  engravings  have  been  offered  for  Mount  Vernon,  which  will 
be  decided  upon  by  the  Committee  on  the  Investigation  of  Relics. 

Also  a  piece  of  brocade  from  a  gown  of  Mrs.  Washington,  which  will 
be  placed  among  the  relics. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 
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KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  reports  a  gift  to  the  Kentucky  room  at 
Mount  Vernon  from  the  fioeiety  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  BevolutioB 
of  twenty-five  dollars   ($26). 

She  is  happy  to  report  the  hearty  support  given  by  the  Kentucky  dele- 
gation in  Congress  to  our  appeal  to  prevent  the  estaiblishment  of  a 
criminal  reformatory  near  Mount  Vernon. 

She  also  reports  a  loan  to  the  Association  of  buttons  worn  by  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  a  cross  made  of  the  wood  of  his  first  coffin,  the 
loan  being  made  by  Mrs.  Simon  Bolivar  Buckner,  of  Kentucky,  and 
accepted  by  the  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Relics. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 

MARGARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  reports  the  loan  of  a  valuable  Wash- 
ington relic  from  Mrs.  Kirby  F.  Smith,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Goldaiwrough, 
late  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington. It  is  a  mahogany  wine  chest,  holding  sixteen  large  glass 
bottles,  and  is  now  an  interesting  feature  of  the  family  dining  room. 
This  piece  of  furniture  is  described  in  the  inventory  of  Washington's 
effects  made  by  his  executors  soon  after  his  death. 

Hon.  Jas.  Alfred  Pearce  presents  a  photograph  of  a  portrait  of 
Washington,  painted  by  Dr.  Dick. 

A  curious  netted  valance  for  the  bed  in  the  Nellie  Custis  room  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  Motter,  of  Washington,  and  has  attracted  much 
attention.  It  was  made  by  a  Maryland  woman  and  represents  much 
labor. 

The  alarming  prospect  of  having  a  criminal  reformatory  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mount  Vernon  called  for  individual  as  well  as  concerted 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Vice  Regents  to  prevent  such  a  calamity. 
The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  is  happy  to  report  the  assistance  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  her  State  in  Congress  in  defeating 
the  bill,  as  well  as  the  ready  response  of  the  patriotic  societies  and 
individuals  to  the  appeal  for  protest  against  the  location  of  the  re- 
formatory. The  happy  result  is  due  to  the  assistance  of  all  and  the 
skillful  management  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Virginia. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Massiibhusetts  deeply  regrets  her  continued 
disability  to  be  present  at  the  annual  Council  meeting.  She  is  able, 
however,  to  keep  the  interest  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  alive 
in  her  own  State  and  finds  always  a  ready  response  to  the  work 
of  the  Association.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  of  $275  from 
the  Detroit  Society.  This  amount  was  raised  at  the  annual  Mount 
Vernon  tea,  which  this  Society  gives  regularly  on  the  22d  of  February 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Washington  and  to  supply  the  Vice  Regent 
with  funds  for  her  work  at  Mount  Vernon. 

While  in  Washington  in  April  the  President  of  the  Detroit  Mount 
Vernon  Society,  Mrs.  Fredora  A.  Stevens,-  visited  Mount  Vernon  and 
she  left  an  order  with  a  Washington  florist  to  send  a  wreath  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Tomb  of  Washington  while  Council  was  in  session. 
Tuesday,  the  16th,  is  the  day  selected  for  the  wreath  to  be  sent  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  be  able  to  answer  the  summons  of  the  Regent 
to  attend  a  special  conference  held  in  Washington  on  the  10th  of 
January  last,  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  Mount  Vernon 
from  the  threatened  danger  of  a  criminal  reformatory  at  Belvoir,  the 
adjacent  property  to  Mount  Vernon.  The  campaign  we  entered  upon 
was  active,  intensely  interesting,  and  in  the  end  triumphant,  for  our 
appeal  to  the  people  through  the  historic,  patriotic,  religious,  philan- 
thropic and  educational  institutions  of  the  country  met  with  a  hearty 
response,  which  had  great  weight  with  the  members  of  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

In  regard  to  the  Belvoir  Reformatory  matter,  I  wrote  to  the  Senator 
and  to  the  Congressman  of  my  district,  and  received  a  reply  from 
both  assuring  me  of  their  hearty  co-operation  in  favor  of  Mount 
Vernon. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota  reports  the  gift  of  ten  dollars  from 
the  Colonial  Dames  in  Minnesota.  Also  a  gift  of  ten  dollars  to  the 
Green  House  from  a  citizen  of  St.  Paul. 
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It  may  be  interesting  to  the  Vice  Begents  to  hear  of  a  Colonial 
Ball  given  in  St.  Paul  on  the  22d  of  February  last.  This  ball  was  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  the  early  home  of  Henry  Hastings  Sibley  at 
Mendota,  at  the  junction  of  the  Mississippi  and  Minnesota  rivers  and 
opposite  Fort  Snelling.  This  little  settlement  was  placed  near  the 
fort,  as  in  those  early  days  the  Indians  had  possession  of  the  country. 
General  Sibley  was  a  very  distinguished  old  settler,  who  did  much  for 
the  progress  and  development  of  the  State  of  Minnesota.  His  wife 
was  made  Vice  R^ent  for  Mount  Vernon  in  1859,  just  thirty  yean 
before  my  election.  She  died  after  serving  two  years  and  there  wsi 
no  successor  until  my  election.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  ball  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Whelan  asking  him  to  send  me  flowers  to  make  a  bouquet  lor 
the  lady  impersonating  Martha  Washington,  which  he  did.  They  ar- 
rived in  good  condition  and  were  much  appreciated,  proving  that 
patriotism  was  far  from  dead. 

Bespoetfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 
Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

Your  Vice  Regent  reports  a  gift  to  the  Association  of  a  letter  of 
Washington  Irving  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Hamilton,  Vice  Regent  for  New 
York,  dated  Sunnyside,  February  17,  1869,  in  which  he  says: 

"Mt  Deab  Miss  Hajolton: 

"I  enclose  a  check  for  five  hundred  dollars  in  payment  of  my  sab- 
scription  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Fund  Association." 

The  letter  is  framed  with  a  photograph  of  Washington  Irving. 

She  also  reports  a  copy  of  Jared  Sparks'  "Writings  of  Washington," 
published  in  1837. 

Copies  of  the  protest  against  the  establishment  of  a  criminal  re- 
formatory at  Belvoir  were  signed  and  sent  to  each  Senator  and  Bepie- 
sentative  from  her  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 

Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  REPORT. 

My  plan  for  giving  prizes  for  an  essay  on  the  ''Home  of  Washington  " 
to  be  competed  for  by  members  of  the  graduating  class  of  the  schools  in 
the  ten  largest  towns  of  Mississippi,  seems  to  have  given  added  interest 
to  the  celebration  of  Washington's  birthday,  when  the  reading  of  the 
best  essay  and  the  award  of  the  prize  formed  a  part  of  the  exercises. 
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The  offer  was  made  to  ten  schools,  nine  accepted  and  six  of  these  have 
sent  me  very  interesting  accounts  of  the  exercises,  and  copies  of  the 
essays,  which  seem  to  have  much  merit.  Much  interest  seems  to  have 
been  aroused  in  this  place  and  in  our  work  here  in  preserving  it. 

The  offer  will  be  renewed  to  the  schools  which  made  use  of  it  last 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PRANCES  JONES  RICKS, 
Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  has  distributed  the  Mount  Vernon 
reports  to  the  Historical  Society  and  others  throughout  her  State.  She 
also  ordered  a  number  of  copies  of  Dr.  Page's  book  for  some  of  her 
friends,  which  were  read  with  great  interest. 

Ten  dollars  has  been  given  by  the  Boudinot  Chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  three  dollars  by  other  friends. 
Twenty-five  dollars  was  given  towards  the  purchase  of  relics. 

When  the  question  of  the  criminal  reformatory  at  Belvoir  came 
before  Congress  the  Vice  Regent  signed  the  protest  and  sent  copies  of 
it  to  the  Senators  and  Congressmen  of  New  Jersey. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  F.  OONOVER, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  reports  the  gift  from  Mr.  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan  of  an  umbrella  that  belonged  to  General  Washington.  It  is 
forty  inches  long,  and  the  whalebone  ribs  are  thirty-three  inches  long. 
On  one  side  of  the  handle  is  carved  Creorge  Washington's  bust,  and  the 
name,  George  Washington,  first  President  of  the  United  States.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  handle  is  a  spread  eagle.  There  is  a  metal  or 
silver  piece  on  the  end,  with  stars  around  the  edge.  The  umbrella  is  a 
blue  silk,  with  white  border.    On  the  end  is  a  brass  metal  knob. 

Mr.  Louis  Bell's  gift  is  a  pair  of  firedogs  given  by  Mr.  George  L. 
Schuyler  to  his  mother,  Mrs.  Isaac  Bell.  They  were  given  to  George 
Washington  by  Lafayette.  Alexander  Hamilton  admired  them  and 
Washington  gave  them  to  him.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Schuyler,  and 
the  firedogs  fell,  by  inheritance,  to  Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Bell  also  gives  a  piece  of  Mrs.  Washington's  dress. 
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A  pewter  jug — an  old  German  one  of  about  the  time  of  Qeneiml 
Washington — ^has  been  given  to  me  to  be  placed  in  the  kitchen. 

I  want  to  place  on  record  the  kindness  and  prompt  response  to  the 
appeal  made  to  Senators  Hoot  and  Depew  to  assist  in  keeping  from 
desecration  the  grave  and  home  of  Washington;  also  Mr.  Fish  and 
many  other  members  of  Congress. 

HespectfuUy   submitted, 

AMY  TQWNSEND, 
Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Mount  Vernon  literature  distributed  was  pleasantly  acknowledged 
by  the  libraries  and  individuals  to  whom  it  was  sent  during  the 
past  year. 

In  the  children's  reading  room  of  the  Olivia  Raney  Memorial  Library 
in  Raleigh  has  been  placed  a  sepia  copy  of  the  Stuart  portrait  of 
General  Washington,  which  was  received  with  appreciation.  Also 
much  gratitude  was  expressed  w^hen  a  large  picture  of  Mount  Vernon 
adorned  the  children's  reading  room  in  Greensboro. 

Our  honored  Regent  and  Committee  last  winter,  by  letter,  told  of 
the  proposed  location  of  a  penal  institution  near  our  beloved  Momt 
Vernon.  At  their  suggestion  copies  of  the  circular  letter  were  promptly 
sent  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress.  Also  copies  of  a 
protest  on  the  same  subject,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Regent  and  the 
Committee,  were  sent  to  prominent  individuals.  Acknowledgements 
received  expressed  disapprobation  of  locating  such  an  institution  in 
our  vicinity  and  assurances  on  their  part  of  aid  in  preventing  it.  All 
honor  to  our  noble  Regent  and  Committee  for  the  successful  accom- 
plishment of  national  legislation  forbidding  ever  within  ten  miles  of 
revered  Mount  Vernon  the  location  of  such  an  institution. 

A  more  suitable  bureau  and  washstand  have  been  secured  for  the 
North  Carolina  room.  General  J.  S.  Carr,  the  liberal  donor  of  those 
so  long  there,  authorizes  that  I  do  with  them  as  I  deem  best. 

The  temporary  rag  rug  of  last  year  has  been  replaced  by  a  hand 
made  carpet — a  North  Carolina  beauty,  from  Asheville.  The  varn 
was  spun,  dyed  and  woven  by  the  one  woman,  who  wove  it  on  a  loom 
said  to  be  a  hundred  years  old. 

The  rose  blankets  for  the  bed  were  especially  made  for  and  presented 
to  the  room  by  the  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company,  Elkin,  North 
Carolina,  and  the  pattern  on  them  was  worked  by  Miss  Whitaker, 
of  Wake  County. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIA  M.  ANDREWS, 
Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 
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OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

Your  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  reports  the  distri>butioii  of  reports  to 
libraries  and  colleges  throughout  the  State,  and,  through  the  kindness 
of  Mr.  Dodge,  has  had  the  keys  on  the  harpsichord  in  the  Music 
Room  renovated.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  D.  IRWIN, 
Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 

OREGON  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon  has  little  to  report  beyond  the  customary 
distribution  of  reports  and  postal  cards.  The  former  go  to  school  and 
college  libraries  throughout  the  State,  and  the  latter,  through  the 
library  association  of  Portland,  Oregon,  reach  the  children  of  the 
public  and  private  schools.  Increased  interest  in  and  knowledge  of 
the  patriotic  work  carried  on  at  Mount  Vernon  is  plainly  shown. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  our  Regent  protests  against  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  penal  reformatory  at  Bel  voir  were  sent  to  Oregon's 
Senators  and  Representatives,  to  which  courteous  replies  were  received. 
Personal  notes  written  to  private  citizens  met  with  instant  and  willing 
response.  A  petition  signed  by  many  was  sent  to  Washington  in  addi- 
tion to  individual  pleas.  Very  satisfactory  answers  to  these  appeals 
were  afterward  sent  to  me. 

I  am  glad  to  present  a  high  chair  given  by  Martha  Washington  to 
Nellie  Custis  and  George  Washington  Parke  Custis,  and  used  by  them  at 
Mount  Vernon.  It  is  very  worn  and  battered  but  deemed  well  authen- 
ticated by  the  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Relics. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  F.  FAILING, 
Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has  only  to  report  the  distribution 
of  the  reports  of  the  Association,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  copies 
of  the  Memorial  of  Miss  Cunningham. 

In  February,  when  the  country  was  aroused  over  a  penal  reformatory 
being  4>uilt  at  Belvoir,  near  Mount  Vernon,  the  Attorney  General  of 
Pennsylvania  petitioned  the  Legislature  assembled  at  Harrisburg  to 
our  aid,  and  over  260  names  of  distinguished  statesmen  and  politician* 
were  signed  to  the  petition. 

RatpeetfuUy  MibBiitted, 

B£LEN  W.  HARRIJSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  reports  giving  55  young  oaks  from 
Mount  Vernon  to  plant  in  school  yards  in  Providence.  These  trees 
excited  much  interest  and  were,  in  many  cases,  set  out  with  appropriate 
ceremonies. 

Much  interest  was  shown  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  efforts  made  by 
this  Association  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  criminal  reformatory 
at  Belvoir. 

Lavender  iris  was  sent  to  be  planted  in  the  flower  garden  in  accord- 
ance with  the  desire  of  the  R^;ent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 
Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  little  individual  to  her 
State  to  report.  There  is,  however,  much  of  interest  which  she  would 
like  to  relate. 

Early  in  January  the  Vice  Regent  received  a  tel^ram  from  the 
Regent,  a  telegram  requesting  her  presence  in  Washington  the  next 
day,  if  possible.  At  the  moment  it  seemed  utterly  impossible,  but  at 
the  end  of  two  hours  the  Vice  Regent  was  driving  rapidly  to  take  the 
train,  fourteen  miles  away.  The  terrible  danger  which  threatened  the 
sanctity  of  our  trust  at  Mount  Vernon  made  her  feel  that  nothini^ 
could  be  so  important  as  to  lend  what  aid  she  could  in  the  fight  against 
the  unexpected  danger  looming  up.  Meeting  the  Regent  and  some  of 
the  Vice  Regents  in  Washington,  the  next  ten  days  were  very  full  of 
work,  which  it  would  be  too  long  to  give  in  detail.  Great  cotirtesy 
and  encouragement  were  shown  by  the  South  Carolina  Senators  and 
Congressmen;  also  from  some  of  the  Virginia  Senators  and  Congiena- 
men,  and  many  from  other  states.  The  Vice  Regent  would  like  spe- 
cially to  mention  a  letter  in  answer  to  one  from  her,  from  Senator 
Lodge,  of  Massachusetts,  so  full  of  enthusiastic  indorsement  and  rap- 
port of  the  Association.  The  wonderful  result  of  the  contest  and  the 
judicious  and  skillful  conduct  of  the  matter  by  our  Regent  are  things 
that  fill  our  hearts  with  thankfulness  and  pride. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 

Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 
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TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Copies  of  the  protest  against  establishing  a  penal  outdoor  reformatory 
on  the  Bel  voir  property  were  signed  and  sent  to  the  Texas  members  of 
Congress  and  to  patriotic  societies.  They  manifested  the  deepest  in- 
terest in  defeating  this  scheme  to  desecrate  the  Home  and  Tomb  of 
Washington. 

The  reports  were  distributed  to  the  public  libraries  and  patriotic 
societies. 

Three  visitors,  Judge  McLeary,  Lieut.  McLeary,  and  Captain  Aber- 
nathy,  left  with  Mr.  Dodge  contributions  to  be  used  to  continue  building 
the  wall  at  the  North  Lodge  Gate,  which  it  is  hoped  can  be  finished 
in  the  near  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 
Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  notified  the  patriotic  societies  of  Vir- 
ginia of  the  proposed  estahlishment  of  a  convict  settlement  at  Belvoir 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities,  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Virginia,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
and  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  adopted  strong  resolutions  protest- 
ing against  such  an  invasion  of  the  precincts  of  Mount  Vernon.  The 
printed  protest  of  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia 
Antiquities  was  placed  upon  every  desk  in  both  houses  of  Congress. 

The  Vice  Regent  wrote  to  Senators  and  Congressmen,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  protest  of  our  Association. 

She  has  prepared  historical  data  concerning  the  mother  of  Washing- 
ton and  will  soon  publish. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 

WASHINGTON  STATE  REPORT 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Washington  reports  having  given  talks  on  Mt.  Vcmon 
to  five  chapters  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  in  California  last  year, 
going  from  Colorado  to  Los  Angeles  especially  to  tell  of  the  work  of  the 
Association,  also  to  Long  Beach  and  Riverside.  When  the  matter  of  locating 
the  Criminal  Reformatory  at  Belvoir  came  up  the  Vice  Regent  appealed  to 
Representatives  of  her  State  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence  against  it,  and 
was  assured  of  their  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZA   F.   LEARY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  STATB  R£PORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  submits  the  following  report : 

As  unavoidable  circumstances  over  which  she  had  little  or  no  control 
prevented  her  attendance  on  the  last  Council,  she  desires  to  make  the 
report  of  two  years  in  one,  and  to  state  that  last  year,  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  House  Committee  she  renewed  the  curtains 
of  the  bed  in  the  West  Virginia  room — ^the  room  which  General  and 
Mrs.  Washington  occupied  as  their  bedroom  before  they  made  the 
addition  to  the  Mansion. 

The  report  for  this  year  has  to  do  chiefly  with  the  happenings  in 
relation  to  Mount  Vernon  during  this  past  winter — in  the  winter  of 
1910-11,  when  there  developed  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  a  plan  to  place  upon  a  site  in  close  proximity  to 
Mount  Vernon  a  large  criminal  reformatory. 

Since  the  first  heroic  struggle  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  women  of  the  Union  to  save  the  Home  and  Tomb 
of  Washington  from  time,  there  has  been  no  period  of  its  history  so 
fraught  with  danger  and  calling  so  peremptorily  for  elTort  to  avert 
calamity  as  arose  from  this  situation. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  had  been  authorized 
by  Congress  to  select  a  site  for  a  penal  institution  and  under  that 
authority  they  selected  the  promontory  next  below  Mount  Venion« 
known  as  the  Bel  voir  tract.  When  this  fact  became  known  to  the 
Regent  of  Mount  Vernon  she  made  an  earnest  protest  on  behalf  of  the 
Association.  This  protest  was  unheeded.  She  then  summoned  to  her 
aid  those  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  who 
were  within  easy  reach  and  could  come  quickly  that  through  every 
avenue  of  influence  they  could  exert  pressure  should  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  their  State  delegations  in  Congress.  This  was  effectively 
done  by  appeals  direct  to  all  patriotic  societies,  all  fraternities,  univer- 
sities, colleges,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  many  members  of  Congress, 
through  strong  protests  from  these  various  organizations  were  stimu- 
lated to  oppose  this  desecration  of  Mount  Vernon. 

The  protest  of  the  West  Virginia  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  was 
most  potent  with  its  delegation  in  Congress,  and  the  booklet  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Nelson  Page,  entitled  ''The  History  and  Preservation  of  Mount 
Vernon,"  a  copy  of  which  was  presented  in  the  name  of  the  Momii 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  and,  by  direction  of  the  Regent,  laid  upon 
the  desk  of  every  member  of  Congress,  was  most  helpful  towards  the 
happy  result,  we  feel  convinced. 

Where  there  are  so  many  who  ought  to  be  especially  commended  for 
their  active  participation  in  the  protection  of  Mount  Vernon,  it  is 
difficult  to  specialixe  in  a  paper  so  brief  as  this  must  necessarily  be. 
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and  as  this  is  merely  a  West  Virginia  State  report,  I  shall  speak  only 
of  the  members  of  Congress  from  that  State  who  each  and  all  gave 
their  enthusiastic  support  to  the  cause  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  also  o£ 
the  Hon.  Charles  C.  Carlin,  member  of  the  House  from  the  Eighth 
Congressional  District  of  Virginia,  in  which  Mount  Vernon  is  situated, 
and  who  took  charge  of  the  bill  in  the  House,  to  whose  able  advocacy 
and  thorough  parliamentary  knowledge,  our  success  was  mainly  due.  To 
him  I  wish  especially  the  highest  meed  of  praise,  coupled  along  with 
the  name  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Holt  Gaines,  member  of  the  House  from 
the  Third  Congressional  District  of  West  Virginia,  whose  alertness  and 
dexterity  defeated  an  effort  on  the  part  of  a  member  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  Committee  of  the  House  to  reduce  the  circle  of  protection  to 
Mount  Vernon  to  a  twenty-five  mile  area  instead  of  the  radius  of  ten 
miles,  as  set  forth  in  the  bill  of  Mr.  Carlin. 

To  the  other  members  of  the  West  Virginia  delegation  I  can  only 
make  general  reference,  except  in  the  one  pathetic  case  to  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  B.  Elkins,  Senator  for  many  years  from 
West  Virginia,  who,  lying  upon  the  bed  of  his  last  illness,  when  the 
letter  of  the  writer  of  this  report  was  handed  him,  gave  to  his  secretary 
directions  to  enter  in  his  name  a  vigorous  protest  whenever  the  matter 
should  come  up  in  the  Senate. 

Nor  does  she  wish  to  close  this  report  without  adding  on  behalf  of 
the  writer  the  assurance  of  special  gratification  of  being  able  to  work 
and  thus  to  contribute  even  in  the  smallest  measure  to  the  strengthening 
of  the  wise  and  loving  care  of  this  National  Shrine  by  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association,  to  which  body  she  has  the  honor  to  belong  as  Vice 
Regent  for  West  Virginia. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS   REPORT 


Mount  Vebnon-on-the-Potomac, 
Fairfax  County,  Virginia, 

April  30,  1911. 
To  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents 

of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies*  Associatum. 

INDIES:  My  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1911,  wiU 
appear  to  you  as  a  reiteration  of  what  the  Regent  has  already  so  com- 
prehensively presented  to  you  in  her  annual  address,  yet  it  seems  essen- 
tial that  I  should  enter  more  into  the  detail  of  current  events,  in  order 
that  you  may  understand  how  our  broken  time  was  utilized. 

NECROLOGY. 

As  a  necessarily  sad  preamble  I  must  mention  in  chronological  order 
the  deaths  that  have  occurred  since  your  last  meeting. 

July  4 — Chief  Justice  Fuller,  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board. 

July  6 — Our  esteemed  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs. 

January  26 — Thomas  Braxton,  Guard  at  the  Tomb. 

March  1. — ^Matilda  Taylor,  a  pensioned  servant. 

We  did  not  learn  of  Mrs.  Ward's  decease  until  some  time  in  August. 
Nevertheless,  the  flag  was  then  promptly  lowered  as  a  mark  of  re- 
spectful memory,  just  as  had  been  done  in  honor  to  Chief  Justice 
Fuller  and  Mr.  Biggs. 

VISITORS  TO  MOUNT  VERNON. 

Our  records  show  a  total  of  118,143  pay  visitors  during  the  fiscal 
year. 

Special  parties  bearing  fioral  tributes  for  deposit  at  the  Tomb  are 
worthy  of  mention. 

May  13,  1910— Three  Polish  Societies. 

May  26,  1010— The  Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  Panama  Exposition 
Delegation. 

May  26,  1910 — ^Masonic  Concordia  Lodge,  of  Baltimore. 

May  30,  1910 — Messenger  from  President  Taft. 

June  10,  1910 — ^Prince  and  Princess  Foushimi,  of  Japan. 

June  28,  1910 — ^Philadelphia  Tumbezirk — an  athletic  society. 

September  6,  1910 — ^The  Arion  Lieder  Tafel  Society,  of  New  York. 

September  29,  1910 — ^His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Tsao  8mm,  of 
China. 


27 

October  6,  1910— The  Arion  Society,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
October  12,  1910 — The  John  Hay  Republican  Association,  of  Allen- 
town,  Pa. 

December  8,  1910 — ^The  National  Organization  of  German  Veterans  and 
Warriors  of  North  America. 

December  14,  1910 — Delegates  from  Masonic  Lodges  of  Fredericksburg 
and  Alexandria. 

January  25,  1911 — Senor  Casasus,  Special  Amibassador  from  Mexico. 

February  22,  1911 — ^The  Washington  Birthday  Association,  of  Alex- 
andria. 

February  22,  1911 — The  Washington  Masonic  Memorial  Association. 
April  19,  1911 — Children  of  the  American  Revolution. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  list  of  instructions  handed  me  at  the  closing  session  of  last 
Council  was  a  helpful  guide  in  the  year's  work. 

Under  appropriate  heads,  which  follow,  you  will  find  each  item  of 
the  list  duly  noted.  Practically  everything  was  accomplished  as 
planned,  and  much  too  in  addition. 

GUIDE  BOOKS. 

Inunediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Council  I  undertook,  at  the 
request  of  the  Guide  Book  Oonunittee,  a  complete  research  of  all  the 
printed  records  of  the  Association  for  data  to  be  used  in  the  new  com- 
pilation. 

Every  report,  from  1854,  was  carefully  read  and  on  the  following 
Monday  I  laid  before  the  conmiittee,  at  a  meeting  in  Baltimore,  the 
result  of  my  efforts.  A  plan  of  condensation  and  illustration  was  then 
agreed  upon  and  left  with  me  to  put  in  finished  shape. 

This  responsible  task  being  finally  accomplished,  and  the  subject 
matter  submitted  to  the  conunittee  and  the  Regent  for  approval,  bids 
were  invited  for  the  publication.  Propositions  were  received  from  two 
parties,  that  of  Mr.  Leet  being  decided  by  the  committee  and  the  Regent 
as  most  acceptable. 

RELICS. 

The  articles  bequeathed  by  the  late  Miss  Margaret  B.  &nith  did  not 
reach  Mount  Vernon  until  the  last  of  May.  As  specified  in  the  bequest 
they  were  placed  in  Mrs.  Washington's  room,  excepting  two  items,  the 
miniature  of  Mrs.  Washington  (which  for  greater  safety  and  that  it 
might  be  where  visitors  can  see  it  I  put  in  the  Conrad  relic  case), 
and  the  Tobias  Lear  letter.  This  particularly  interesting  document 
was  in  such  fragile  condition  it  would  scarcely  bear  handling.    With 
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be  removed  from  in  front  of  the  Tomb,  waa  presented  to  Pohiek  Church 
for  use  there. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

I  will  mention  briefly  the  receipt  of  certain  intereating  articles,  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  appear  in  the  State  reportB: 

Through  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York— 

A  "Washington"  umbrella,  a  pewter  tankard,  Washington  "fire  dogs," 
piece  of  Mrs.  Washinj^n'a  wedding  gown. 

From  the  Vice  E^eut  for  Missouri — 

Eleven  volumea — Jared  Sparks'  "Writings  o(  Washington."  Wash- 
ington Irving's  letters. 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Nebraska — 

One  thouaaod  copies  of  Dr.  Page's  "Mount  Vernon." 

Two  volumes,  Washington's  letters. 

One  volume,  Washington's  letters   (unbound). 

One  volume,  Paine  to  Washington   (unbound). 

One  volume,  "Legen'ds  of  the  American  Revolution,  1776." 

From  the  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania — 

Copies  of  Frank  Leslie's  maganine,  referring  to  Waahingti»  and 
Mount  Vernon. 


FroH  Mr*.  E.  Prwcis  BlggS — 

'An  Daairi  Wrfiatar  mfthogaor  ohaira. 
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From  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Kunkely — 
Map  of  the  battle  of  Yorktown. 

From  Judge  Pearce,  of  Annapolii 

Photograph  «opy  of  Dr.  Dick's  portrait  of  Washington. 

From  E.  McFadden  k  Company — 
Annual  gift  of  flags. 

From  Washington  Secular  League — 

Framed  copy  of  Paine's  letter  which  accompanied  Key  to  the  Bastile. 

From  Commodore  Davenport,  U.  S.  N. — 

Framed  copy  of  a  dinner  invitation  issued  by  Washington,  February 
23,  1799. 

WALLS  RESTORED. 

The  restoration  of  the  ancient  screen  walls,  and  the  Ha  Ha  wall 
across  the  lawn  to  the  Summer  House,  was  an  important  accomplish- 
ment. 

In  estimating  for  the  work  our  calculations  of  cost  were  based  upon 
the  bricks  t«  be  obtained  from  the  ruins  of  an  old  Colonial  mansion 
in  King  George  County,  Virginia,  the  owner  of  which  agreed  to  furnish 
them  (taken  down,  cleaned  and  delivered  at  nearest  shipping  point)  at 
$8.00  per  thousand. 

This  agreement  he  later  refused  to  comply  with,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  this  essential  material  we  were  obliged  to  buy  the  building  as 
it  stood  (for  $200.00)  and  employ  men,  under  Mr.  Archer's  supervision, 
to  tear  it  down,  elean  the  bricks  and  haul  them  to  the  Potomac  river. 
Thirty-five  thousand  bricks  were  thus  obtained  and  shipped  to  Mount 
Vernon,  but  instead  of  costing,  delivered  here,  $10.00,  as  originally 
figured  on,  it  amounted  to  over  $12.00  per  thousand.  Notwithstanding 
this  we  managed  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation. 

There  being  bricks  enough  left  over  the  Regent  authorized  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  screen  wall  extending  from  back  of  the  office  to  the 
Spinning  House  gate,  thus  completing  these  interesting  features  as 
they  appeared  in  the  days  of  Washington. 

In  the  reconstruction  of  these  walls  we  were  able  to  trace  and  follow 
accurately  the  former  lines,  and  the  original  foundation  bricks  thus 
discovered  were  used  for  coping  the  new  walls. 

Substantial  foundations  of  Portland  cement  concrete  replaced  the 
original  bricks. 

The  lawn  adjoining  the  **Ha  Ha"  wall  had  to  be  graded  to  original 
contour  lines  and  a  new  turf  formed. 
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PAINTING  MANSION  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Another  item  of  importance  was  the  repainting  of  the  exterior  of 
the  Mansion  and  eight  adjoining  buildings,  which  has  to  be  attended 
to  every  sixth  or  seventh  year.  Preparatory  for  this  two  of  our  men 
worked  several  days  removing  blistered  paint  on  the  river  front  of  the 
Mansion. 

Expert  painters  from  Alexandria  were  then  employed,  under  contract, 
and  applied  two  coats  of  paint  on  all  these  buildings. 

The  material  was  obtained  from  the  American  Paint  Works,  of  New 
Orleans,  a  firm  which  has  supplied  us  with  the  excellent  white  paint 
we  have  used  here  for  many  years.  There  being  enough  paint  left,  of 
the  two  barrels  ordered,  our  men  later  painted  the  summer  house,  milk 
house,  well  house  near  kitchen,  ice  house  and  several  gates.  The  signs 
of  all  the  buildings  were  also  repainted  and  lettered  anew. 

At  odd  times  the  employees  painted  the  north  roof  of  the  office,  the 
lodges  at  the  west  gate,  rafters  of  the  wharf  pavilion,  door  sills  and 
steps,  metal  roofs  of  the  cow  bam  and  wagon  shed,  floors  of  outbuild- 
ings, etc. 

They  freshened  interior  paintwork,  oalcimined  rooms,  stained  floors, 
and  did  the  usual  whitewashing  of  fences  and  stables. 

PORCHES  OF  COTTAGES. 

Your  consideration  for  the  comfort  of  the  employees  added  front 
porches  to  the  four  cottages  constructed  for  them  two  years  ago.  In 
repainting  these  buildings  a  grey  tint  was  selected  as  preferable  to  the 
more  conspicuous  white.  Another  feature  of  attractiveness  to  their 
surroundings  was  the  setting  out  of  a  row  of  axbor  vitaes  transplanted 
from  the  garden. 

MANSION  REPAIRS. 

In  the  Mansion  some  repairing  was  necessary.  The  outside  window 
sills  of  the  Parlor  and  Family  Dining  Boom  were  decayed  and  had  to  be 
renewed.  Originally  made  of  walnut  that  wood  was  selected  to  replace 
them. 

We  were  obliged  to  lay  a  new  floor  in  the  passageway  by  Washing- 
ton's room,  at  which  point  the  wear  has  been  greater  than  anywhere  else 
in  the  house.  The  rubber  covering  of  stairs  and  passageways,  and 
metal  nosing  of  steps  have  to  be  renewed  frequently,  thus  saving  the  old 
woodwork. 

Sash  and  sills  of  the  attic  windows  were  painted  and  a  few  faulty 
places  in  shingle  and  tin  ro<>fing  corrected.  In  the  cellar  the  wedging 
under  the  floor  joists  and  supports  was  carefully  examined  and  tightened 
where  at  all  loosened  by  shrinkage. 
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The  brass  knobs  on  the  west  door  of  the  Banquet  Hall  were  replaced 
by  drop  handles  identical  with  those  on  the  east  door.  These  were 
given  for  this  purpose  by  the  Regent. 

By  request  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Ohio  the  Nellie  Oustis  harpsichord 
has  been  greatly  improved.  We  were  fortunate  in  getting  some  old 
ivory  of  exact  shade,  matching  the  original,  and  thus  the  broken  and 
missing  keys  were  renewed. 

SPINNING  HOUSE. 

A  large  upper  room  of  the  Spinning  House  was  improved  by  a  re- 
moval of  the  sheathing,  strengthening  the  roof  timbers,  lathing  and 
plastering  the  walls  and  ceiling.  Framed  partitions  converted  this 
room  into  two  small  dormitories  which,  by  authorization  of  the  Regent, 
were  suitably  furnished. 

GARDENER'S  HOUSE. 

The  interior  of  the  Gardener's  house  (ground  floor)  was  rearrai^ed 
by  changing  the  front  part  into  a  watchroom,  post  office  and  telephone 
station,  and  the  room  in  the  rear  for  the  guards  to  change  their 
uniforms. 

The  walls  were  calcimined  and  woodwork  painted. 

LAUNDRY. 

So  needful  was  a  betterment  of  conditions  in  this  building  the  Regent 
directed  me  to  have  it  renovated.  The  old  plaster,  wainscoting  and 
floor  were  replaced  by  new  material,  the  brick  hearth  relaid,  and  out- 
side steps  rebuilt. 

HOSE  ROOM. 

The  frame  construction  which  stood  between  the  Qardener's  house 
and  Carpenter  Shop  (erected  there  by  my  predecessor  and  used  for  a 
kennel)  has  been  removed.  The  material  we  utilized  elsewhere  for  a 
hose  room,  woodshed,  etc. 

To  screen  this  vacant  space  a  privet  hedge  was  transplanted  from 
back  of  the  lavatory. 

KITCHEN. 

As  authorized  by  Council  heavy  ship  linoleum  was  used  to  cover  the 
hard  cement  floor  of  the  kitchen. 

WHARF. 

While  the  boat  was  laid  off  for  repairs  ({Tanuary  1  to  February  13) 
some  of  the  protecting  irons  on  the  fender  piles  were  strengthened  and 
the  paving  blocks  levelled  up.  Defects  in  the  eave  gutters  were  cor- 
rected. 
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COACH. 

At  the  same  time  our  passenger  coach  was  sent  to  Alexandria  and 
repainted.    New  coach  harness  was  found  essential. 

HEATING  APPARATUS. 

A  defective  section  of  one  of  the  boilers  was  replaced,  all  yalves,  etc., 
overhauled,  and  rust  resisting  paint  applied  to  flues  and  exposed  iron- 
work. 

Each  summer  we  remove  the  grate  bars  and  apply  a  rust  preventive 
to  all  the  bearings.  The  radiators  in  the  East  Quarters  were  tem- 
porarily removed  to  repair  wall  plastering  back  of  them. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

Slate  roof  of  the  Summer  House,  the  north  slope  of  office  roof,  and 
storm  broken  glass  of  greenhouse  repaired.  Floor  of  basement  kitchen 
in  housekeeper's  cottage  resurfaced  with  cement.  Rooms  over  Family 
Kitchen,  the  Butler's  House,  and  housekeeper's  cottage  disinfected. 
Floors  in  Butler's  House  painted  and  walls  calcimined.  Wooden  steps 
of  Summer  House,  corn  crib,  and  Spinning  House  cellar  renewed.  New 
eave  gutters  supplied  on  several  buildings  and  others  patched.  Wire 
fence  of  deer  park  strengthened,  and  extended  to  replace  some  sections 
of  wood  stockade. 

Minor  repairs  to  gates  and  fences.  Fly  screens  for  doors  and  win- 
dows put  in  order.  Relic  cases  in  Mansion  dust  proofed.  Two  parlor 
chairs  covered  with  yellow  satin  damask.  For  the  desk  chair  in  Wash- 
ington's library  and  the  wing  chair  in  his  bedroom  appropriately  old 
leather  was  found  to  cover  them. 

GARDENS  AND  GROUNDS. 

Staging  in  the  propagating  houses  were  emptied,  repaired,  white- 
washed, refilled  with  enriched  soil  and  new  stock  planted.  Defective 
ventilators  required  readjustment.  Rooted  ivy  plants  were  set  out 
along  the  garden  walls,  as  directed,  and  along  the  restored  screen  walls. 
We  were  watchful  to  Bee  that  the  famous  old  box  hedges  were,  during 
snow  storms,  relieved  of  their  endangering  burden.  Roots  of  the  York 
and  Lancaster  rose  were  received  from  Mrs.  Verplanck,  of  New  York. 

In  the  Kitchen  Garden  the  clay  soil  was  lightened  by  applying  sand 
(to  the  depth  of  three  inches)  also  much  well  rotted  manmre. 

Fig  bushes  were  flattened  and  covered  heavily  with  leaves  for  protec- 
tion against  frost,  ^veral  hundred  plants  of  the  Mammoth  Cor- 
sican,  Mascot,  Missionary,  Tennessee  and  other  varieties  of  strawberries 
are  in  thrifty  condition.  Fruit  trees,  grapevines  and  lilacs  had  cus- 
tomary pruning.  As  directed  we  planted  rosemary  and  iris  in  the 
borders  of  the  kitchen  garden. 
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English  hollies,  azalea  amoena,  aucuba  japoniea,  mahonia  aquifolia, 
were  grouped  along  the  restored  walls  and  as  additions  to  the  shrub- 
bery screens. 

Wild  barberry  bushes  were  massed  as  barriers  flanking  the  "short 
cut"  walk  leading  to  the  wharf.  This  is  to  stop  the  wearing  of  separate 
paths  on  the  steep  hillside.  Widely  increasing  areas  of  honeysuckle 
between  road  and  the  Tonob  had  to  be  removed.  In  its  stead,  after 
grading  the  slopes,  we  have  now  an  excellent  result  from  seeding  to 
grass. 

With  sods  of  this  honeysuckle  we  covered  bare  spaces  on  the  hills 
needing  such  protection.  Unusual  weed  growth,  due  to  frequent  rains 
last  June,  gave  us  much  to  contend  with.  The  use  of  "herbicide"  was  a 
great  help  in  keeping  the  roads,  walks  and  gutters  clear.  So  rapid  was 
the  growth  of  grass  here  the  mowers  seemed  to  be  continually  in 
action. 

With  autumn  came  the  downpour  of  leaves  and  until  late  in  the 
winter  they  were  being  blown  upon  the  lawns  from  the  nearby  woods 
with  every  westerly  wind.  These  leaves  we  packed  for  compost.  The 
lawns  were  rolled  and  mowed  as  soon  as  conditions  admitted,  but  the 
backward  season  has  delayed  the  development  of  the  deeper  rooted 
grasses. 

After  consultation  with  experts  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, an  application  of  a  special  fertilizer  was  made  to  stimulate  the 
old  turf,  but  the  benefit  is  not  yet  apparent.  I  have  been  urged  to 
plow  these  lawns  and  grow  for  two  seasons  some  shading  crop  (such 
as  crimson  clover)  in  order  to  kill  out  the  objectionable  roots,  but  this 
seems  to  be  so  desperate  an  expedient  I  am  loath  to  advise  its  adoption. 
The  first  warm  days  of  summer  will  revive  the  dormant  roots  and  all 
the  blemishes  will  quickly  be  lost  sight  of. 

We  have  lost  three  interesting  trees  during  the  year — a  large  oak 
at  the  head  of  the  lawn  was  killed  by  lightning  and  had  to  be  removed, 
the  Judas  (or  "Redbud")  which  grew  near  the  east  end  of  the  Mansion, 
was  prostrated  by  a  severe  gale,  and  the  ancient  hemlock,  at  the  west 
end  of  the  bowling  green,  was  similarly  wrecked.  This  hemlock  was 
the  one  reported  at  last  Council  as  in  danger  of  falling,  and  which  I 
endeavored  to  save  by  stretching  an  iron  cable  from  its  top  to  another 
tree.  I  have  placed  in  its  stead  a  small  hemlock  I  brought  from  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  many  years  ago. 

The  double  row  of  young  maples  'back  of  the  (Quarters  were  topped 
to  give  more  symmetrical  shape.  The  weeping  willows  along  the  river 
front  were  trimmed  for  the  same  purpose.  Dead  branches  were  cut  from 
many  old  trees.  We  removed  several  trees  from  the  place  which  serious- 
ly interfered  with  the  development  of  others  more  desirable. 
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On  request  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  I  shipped  her,  last 
November,  55  seedling  oaks  from  our  woods,  for  planting  by  the  public 
schools  of  Providence.  Twenty-four  young  cedars,  to  be  set  out  near 
the  new  cathedral,  St.  John  the  Divine,  were  sent  in  March,  by  request 
of  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  had  me  send  to  a  friend  in  her  State 
an  elm.  All  these  shipments  were  accompanied  by  certificates  of  in- 
spection by  the  State  Entomologist,  as  required  by  law. 

FARM. 

The  farming  operations  for  the  year,  while  not  very  extensive,  had  full 
attention.  As  the  result  of  frequent  rains  in  the  early  summer  vegeta- 
tion was  of  unusually  rank  growth,  and  our  hay  crop  was  correspond- 
ingly good. 

From  13  acres  we  cured  over  twenty-five  tons.  Seventeen  acres  of 
com  started  well,  but  failed  somewhat  during  the  drought,  yielding  but 
80  barrels. 

The  eight  acre  hillside  fronting  the  river  produced  nearly  200  bushels 
of  oats. 

Fourteen  acres  in  crimson  clover  were  plowed  under  for  enrichment 
and  drilled  with  whippoorwill  peas.  This  made  excellent  hay,  greatly 
relished  by  the  horses,  mules  and  deer.  In  March  we  drilled  oats  in 
this  lot. 

Four  acres  near  the  North  Lodge  Gate  were  plowed  for  corn. 

On  the  reclaimed  swamp  (called  by  Washington  ''Hell  Hole**)  we  last 
year  made  the  first  attempt  to  grow  a  crop.  As  an  experiment  we  sowed 
Kaffir  corn  broadcast  and  harrowed  it  in.  While  it  germinated  promptly 
there  was  no  appreciable  growth  until  the  very  hot  weather  of  August 
when  its  rapid  development  was  truly  remarkable.  Leaving  it  stand  as 
long  as  possible  to  ripen  the  heavy  seed  heads,  an  unusually  early  frost 
ruined  the  fodder,  but  the  grain  was  saved  and  fed  to  the  stock  and 
poultry. 

Preparatory  for  converting  this  area  into  a  permanent  grass  meadow 
it  must  be  cultivated  this  season  in  field  com,  in  order,  by  frequent 
workings,  to  discourage  the  yellow  willows  which  invariably  sprout  from 
this  alluvial  soil.  The  application  of  lime  was  deemed  necessary  to 
eliminate  acidity  and  stimulate  plant  life. 

In  the  former  open  ditch  bordering  the  north  side  of  this  meadow 
we  have  laid' a  six-inch  terra  ootta  drain  pipe,  providing  intakes  for  all 
the  adjoining  springs. 

At  present  we  have  13  acres  of  mixed  grasses  for  hay;  5  acres  in 
timothy;  14  acres  in  oats;  a  pasture  lot  of  4  acres  (very  poor),  and  11 
acres  in  preparation  for  com. 
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The  carriage  road  between  the  Tomb  and  wharf  needs  resurfacing. 
There  are  projects  for  this  work  I  should  like  to  discuss  with  the 
Committee. 

Improvement  in  the  staging  and  paving  in  the  Palm  House  is  im- 
perative. 

A  portion  of  the  original  curved  wall  next  the  Butler's  House  is  xo 
precarious  condition  and  should  be  r^milt. 

The  Spinning  Room  is  such  an  attraction  for  visitors,  and  the  narrow 
door  affording  the  only  point  of  view,  the  sodded  space  in  front  is 
quickly  worn  bare  by  those  waiting  to  look  in.  The  pavement  there 
ought  to  be  extended  and  that  leading  to  the  fore  court  should  be 
relaid. 

The  storage  shed  west  of  the  bam  greatly  needs  a  new  roof  and  ex- 
tension. 

Shortly  after  last  Council,  when  passing  through  Philadelphia,  I  had 
an  interview  with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Eleetric 
Railway  which  plies  between  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon.  I  ex- 
plained to  him  fully  the  objectionable  features  attending  the  landing 
of  visitors  at  our  entrance  gate  and  he  promised  to  lay  the  subject 
before  the  Directors  at  their  next  meeting  and  to  do  his  utmost  to 
bring  about  reforms  which  would  be  agreeable  to  your  Association  and 
the  public.  I  very  much  regret  to  report  that  conditions,  instead  of 
improving,  have  grown  worse  and  certain  features  are  now  disgraceful 
and  intolerable. 

Thanking  you  ladies  for  your  patient  attention  to  my  prosaic  narra- 
tive and  for  your  kind  consideration  of  my  earnest  endeavors  to  serre 
you  faithfully,  I  am,  with  great  respect, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 


CONDENSED  STATEMENT 

FINANCIAL  RBPORT 

For  the   fiscal   year   ending  April  30,   1911,  the  Superintendent's 
report  gives: 

Revenue  from  wharf  entrances,  569  @  25  cents... ._.$      142.25 

Visitors  by  railway,  64,668  @  25  cents 16.167.00 

Visitors  by  boat,  52,905  @  25  cents 13.226.25 

Wharf  privileges 99.96 

129,635.46 
Revenue  from  other  sources _ 8.238.39 

Total - - $37,873.85 

Total  Expenditures 34,045.23 

Balance $3,828.62 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT 


Ladles:  In  Bubmitting  my  report  for  fiscal  year,  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  show  a  slight  increase  in  receipts  ($60.80)  over  last  year. 

Total  receipts   $699.76 

Expenditures,  for  postage,  etc 11.90 

$687.86 

Plants  did  fairly  well  under  glass  during  the  winter,  and  outdoor 
shrubbery  did  not  suffer. 

By  vigilance  the  boxwood  hedge  also  came  through  without  serious 
injury. 

To  Mrs.  Webb  and  Mrs.  Brown  I  am  indebted  for  iris  bulbs  for  the 
garden;  also  to  Mrs.  Hudson  for  several  (5)  plants  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster rose,  the  growth  of  which  I  shall  watch  with  much  interest. 

Our  borders  of  primroses  and  violets  were  universally  admired  during 
their  blooming  season. 

As  the  spring  is  very  late  I  fear  the  peonies  and  irises  will  not  be 
in  flower  during  Council.  I  regret  this  very  much  as  our  garden  full  of 
bloom  always  appeals  to  me  as  being  nature's  method  of  joining  in  wel- 
coming you  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Ivies  have  been  planted  and  borders  made  of  same  plants,  which  will 
look  more  attractive  than  the  grass  borders.  Primrose  borders  have 
also  been  made  around  the  two  boxwood  trees.  Another  year  I  hope  to 
do  away  with  the  balance  of  the  grass  borders  which  cannot  be  made 
to  look  well  for  any  length  of  time. 

I  sincerely  hope,  dear  ladies,  that  the  garden  may  be  found  in  satis- 
factory  condition,   thus   meriting   your   approval. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  A.  WHELAN, 

Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May  12,  1911.  Head  Gardener. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  COUNCILS. 

OfiSce  Expenses: 

Typewriting  minutes  $26.00 

Packages  to  Vice  Regents 8.47 

Postage  on  single  copies 60 

Postage  on  announcements 1.80 

Envelopes   60 

Express  on  box  of  reports  to  Mount  Vernon 30 

Respectfully  submitted,  ^^®'^^ 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Secretary  to  Councils. 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  visited  both  tombe  and  find  them  in  good  condition. 
They  suggest  that  wire  netting  be  continued  inside  of  iron  railing  at 
the  old  tomb. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM,  Chairman. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GARDEN  AND  GREEN- 
HOUSES. 

The  Garden  and  Greenhouse  Conunittee  find  everything  in  good  order 
in  this  department.    There  are  few  additional  directions  to  be  giren. 

It  was  agreed  to  have  the  old-fashioned  plant,  the  oleander  re- 
introduced in  the  garden,  and  two  members  of  the  Conunittee  have  vol- 
unteered to  supply  the  plants. 

While  Mount  Vernon  cannot  compete  with  florists  who  raise  roses 
and  other  flowers  by  the  acre,  who  have  every  modern  appliance  for  the 
culture  of  each  plant,  and  who  charge  high  prices  for  their  flowers,  still, 
we  have  succeeded  in  making  the  gardens  one  of  the  most  attractive 
features  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  care  bestowed  in  the  preservation 
of  the  box  hedges  by  the  Head  Gardener,  which  are  a  special  feature 
of  this  old  colonial  garden,  is  admirable.  In  the  winter,  during  heavy 
snow  storms,  the  garden  force  is  kept  busy  day  and  night  brushing  the 
accumulations  of  snow  from  the  hedges  so  as  to  avoid  breaking  the 
box  wood. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 

PRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  has  examined  all  the  books  in  the  library  and 
find  them  in  remarkably  good  condition,  quite  free  from  mould  and 
dust.    The  following  volumes  have  been  presented: 

The  Legends  of  the  American  Revolution,  1776,  by  George  Lippard. 

Letters  from  His  Excellency,  George  Washington,  to  Arthur  Young, 
Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  and  to  Sir  John  Sinclair  Bart,  Alexandria,  1803. 

Letters  to  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  on  affairs  public  and  private,  by  Thomas  Paine,  Philadelphia, 
1796. 

Official  letters  to  the  Honorable  American  Congress,  by  His  Excel- 
lency, George  Washington,  in  2  volumes,  Boston,  2d  edition,  1796. 

The  foregoing  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Manderson,  Vice  Regent  for 
Nebraska. 

The  Writings  of  Washington,  by  Jared  Sparks,  Boston,  1837.  Pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham,  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER,  Acting  Chairman, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHiBONE, 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON, 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Guide  Book  was  completely  revised  last  year  and  a  new  edition 
made,  which  seems  to  have  given  universal  satisfaction.  There  were 
one  thousand  of  the  old  ones  left  over,  which  have  since  been  sold.  Also, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  one  of  the  new  edition  were  sold 
during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Acting  Chairman, 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  OF 

RELICS. 

This  C6nunittee  recommends  the  purchase  of  four  volumes  of  Bums' 
poem  that  belonged  to  Nellie  Custis,  for  $30.00. 

The  Committee  also  recommends  the  purchase  of  a  valuable  Wash- 
ington plate,  which  was  originally  at  Mount  Vernon,  for  $200.00. 
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The  Committee  recommends  the  purchase  of  the  following  Washington 
relics,  offered  by  Custis  P.  Upshur: 

1.  Tea  cup,  used  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  afterwards  at  Woodlawn  and 
Audley. 

2.  Fragments  of  British  and  Hessian  standards  surrendered  at  York- 
town. 

3.  Fragments  of  General  Washington's  black  silk  queue  bag. 

4.  Pieces  of  furniture  covers  used  at  Philadelphia  and  Mount  Vernon. 

6.  A  razor  which  belonged  to  General  Washington. 

ELIZABETH  6.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 

MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

On  investigating  what  has  been  done  in  our  department  since  last 
Council,  the  Committee  finds  that  the  crop  of  hay  was  particularly 
good,  while  the  corn  and  oats  were  only  a  fair  average. 

Weather  conditions  were  largely  accountable  for  shortage  of  grain 
produced,  but  from  the  character  of  clay  soil  on  which  the  com  and 
oats  were  grown  better  results  could  hardly  have  been  expected. 

The  prospect  this  year  is  somewhat  better.  The  grain  fields  appear  in 
promising  form,  and  the  improved  soil  selected  for  corn  and  oats  is  an 
advantage  in  their  favor.  The  pasture  lot  near  the  bam  should  be 
broken  up  next  autumn  and  reseeded.  Since  discontinuing  the  dairy 
herd,  the  requirements  for  pasture  were,  of  course,  reduced,  and  with  it 
the  farm  expenses. 

Two  of  the  poorest  fields,  aggregating  25  acres,  were  cultivated  last 
year,  but  made  unsatisfactory  returns.  As  recommended,  no  further 
attempt  to  keep  them  up  need  now  be  made. 

Rotation  of  crops  will  be  essential  for  the  open  lots  near  the  build- 
ings, in  order  to  preserve  the  appearance  of  thrift,  and  to  avoid  the 
tendency  of  weed  growth.  Concentrating  upon  these  lots  what  compost 
our  stables  afford,  and  what  can  be  procured,  with  occasional  applica- 
tion of  lime,  should  so  increase  their  fertility  as  to  yield  ample  sub- 
sistence for  the  small  number  of  draft  animals  and  deer  we  now  have. 

The  reclaimed  swamp  is  a  gratifying  improvement  and  bids  fair  in 
time  to  be  a  permanent  meadow  of  utility  and  attractiveness. 
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We  would  advise  doing  away  with  the  cow  barn,  and  using  the  lumber 
to  extend  the  sheds  for  storing  farm  implements,  etc. 

We  are  informed  that  a  new  farm  wagon,  with  broad  tires,  is  needed 
to  replace  one  that  has  been  in  service  twenty-five  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST,  Chairman, 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 
MARGARETTA  BARRET, 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 
FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TRESS  AND 

SHRUBS. 

The  illness  of  the  Chairman  of  your  Committee  and  her  consequent 
absence,  leaves  the  Acting  Chairman  to  make  the  Committee  report. 

The  work  of  the  building  of  the  Ha  Ha  wall  has  been  accomplished 
and  is  a  great  addition  to  the  attractiveness  of  Mount  Vernon.  Its 
construction,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Archer,  our  Resident  En- 
gineer, is  the  result  of  a  careful  study  of  detail,  such  as  the  obtaining 
of  old  brick  and  following  the  original  foundations,  for  which  we  would 
express  our  entire  appreciation.  As  also  for  Mr.  Archer's  work  in  the 
opening  of  the  drain  to  complete  the  drainage  of  the  reclaimed  meadow 
land,  which  last  is  now  a  valuable  addition  to  our  cultivated  acres. 

Your  Committee  would  call  attention  to  the  gift  from  the  Vice  Regent 
for  Illinois  of  the  azeleas,  holly  and  other  plants  now  growing  in 
front  of  the  Ha  Ha  wall ;  these  plants  are  placed  to  relieve  the  stiff  and 
new  effect  produced  by  the  long  stretch  of  brick  work  and  will  be  re- 
moved when  the  ivy  started  against  the  wall  shall  begin  to  grow. 

Your  Committee  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  repairing  of  the 
curved  wall  next  the  Butler's  House,  which  is  out  of  line  and  falling  to 
pieces.  Also  to  pave  with  brick  in  front  of  the  Spinning  House  and 
near  Gardener's  House  the  space  now  covered  with  worn  grass  and 
always  impossible  to  keep  in  order,  because  of  the  crowds  who  flock  to 
the  Spinning  House. 

The  cobble  stone  gutters  need  repairing.  The  carriage  road  from 
Tomb  to  wharf  is  badly  worn.  It  should  be  resurfaced  and  properly 
oiled  to  render  it  waterproof  and  dust  proof. 
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Your  Committee  would  call  attention  to  the  improvement  following 
the  thinning  out  of  the  small,  self-sown  trees  in  the  Deer  Park,  and 
would  suggest  the  continuance  of  this  process  in  order  to  give  greater 
space  for  the  development  of  more  desirable  trees. 

Your  Committee  begs  the  permission  to  employ  experts,  when  neces 
sary,  to  treat  such  trees  as  from  time  to  time  may  require  it. 

It  is  reconunended  that  the  two  red  Japanese  maples,  one  near  garden 
gate  be  removed;  also  that  north  of  the  Quarters  a  bed  of  clipped  ivy 
be  made,  next  the  base  of  the  climbing  ivy,  the  whole  length  of  wall  to 
replace  the  worn-out  grass;  also  that  flat  stones  be  placed  at  each 
doorway  of  the  quarters,  to  take  the  wear  of  feet. 

If  persimmon  trees  will  grow  at  Mount  Vernon  it  is  reconunended 
that  a  few  be  planted  in  the  deer  park. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HIJDSON,  Acting  Chairman, 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 

MARGARETTA  M.  BARRET, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

The  following  belated  resolution  offered  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Penn- 
sylvania is  seconded  and  voted  to  be  added  to  the  already  accepted  re- 
port of  the  Grounds,  Trees  and  Shrubs  Committee: 

Resolved,  That  a  nursery  of  young  trees  be  established,  in  order  to 
replace  in  the  future  any  tree  which  may  be  removed  by  death.  These 
young  trees  to  be  propagated  by  seeds  or  cuttings  from  trees  planted  by 
Washington. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Acting  Chairman  of  the  Press  Committee  reports  information 
being  furnished  to  the  press  from  day  to  day  during  the  aeesion  of 
Council.  Members  of  this  Committee  also  contributed  articles  for  the 
press  during  the  campaign  for  the  protection  of  Mount  Vernon  from 
the  criminal  reformatory. 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN,  Acting  Chairman, 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
MARGARETTA  BARRET, 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  the  papers  and  scrap  books  Tetumed 
by  Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  which  consist  of  the  following  records 
of  the  years  1868  and  1869: 

Mount  Vernon  Records,  2  volumes,  1868-00. 
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Scrap  book. 

Four  copies  of  New  York  Ledger. 

One  copy  of  Philadelphia  Press,  July  6,  1876. 

Miscellaneous  printed  matter  of  small  value. 

Three  volumes  manuscript  letters,  dating  from  1858  to  1850. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Records,  all  of  the  above 
matter  has  been  placed  in  the  secretary  in  sitting  room  of  Mansion. 

There  has  also  been  received  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Richardson,  our 
late  Vice  Regent  for  Louisiana,  the  following  manuscripts  and  printed 
matter: 

Three  volumes  Bound  Minutes,  1854  to  1905. 

One  volume  bound  copy  of  Washington's  will,  etc. 

The  Home  of  Washington,  by  Lossing. 

Seven  Ages  of  Washington,  by  Wister. 

Recollections  and  Private  Memoirs  of  Washington,  by  Curtis. 

Bound  copy  of  reports,  1868-1895. 

Copy  of  Maxims  of  Washington. 

Report  of  Virginia  Board  of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  1901. 

Two  Mount  Vernon  Guide  Books,  published  by  Miss  L.  W.  House  and 
Miss  Johnston. 

Historic  Records  of  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

Washington's  Home,  by  Vice  Regent  (for  Connecticut. 

Historical  Sketch  of  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  by  two  Vice  Regents 
and  by  order  of  Council. 

Typewritten  copy  of  Brief  History  of  Mount  Vernon,  by  Thomas 
Nelson  Page. 

Bound  copy  of  Mount  Vernon  Records,  July,  1858,  to  June,  1885. 

Index  of  Resolutions,  etc.  (2  manuscript  copies.) 

Resolutions  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  (2  manuscript  copies). 

The  Washington  Coach,  and  Powel  Coach,  by  Beal  and  Brownfield. 

liiiscellaneous  copies  of  minutes,  reports  and  other  pamphlets. 

The  other  books,  etc.,  received  December,  1910,  and  April  25,  1911, 
are  placed  in  the  secretary  in  the  sitting  room  of  Mansion.  They 
are  properly  labeled. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  has  committed  to  the  care  of  your 
Committee  several  interesting  souvenirs  of  her  visit  to  the  English 
homes  of  the  Washington  family;  photographs  of  church  and  Wash- 
ington House  at  Brington;  photograph  of  Sulgrave  Manor,  and  a  tidy 
crocheted  at  Sulgrave;  protagraph  of  tomb  at  Adwick-le-Street,  York, 
England;  list  from  Parish  Register,  Adwick-le-Street,  of  baptisms, 
marriages  and  burials  of  Washington's  family  in  1733.' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Chairman, 
MARGARBTTA  BARRET. 
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REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Furniture  Committee  recommends  that,  as  some  of  the  rooms  are 
becoming  overcrowded,  by  degrees  that  which  did  not  belong  to  Wash- 
ington  should  be  removed,  this  to  be  done  after  Council  adjourns,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Regent,  the  Regent  to  consult  with  the  Vice 
Regent  of  the  State  having  charge  of  said  room. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER,  Chairman, 

CHRISrtlNE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 

ELLEN  W.   HARRISON, 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  is  in  such  excellent  condition  that  the  Committee  will 
mention  some  of  the  repairs  made  last  year,  rather  than  make  sugges- 
tions for  the  year  to  come. 

In  the  first  place,  the  ladies  of  the  Council  cannot  have  failed  to 
notice  the  beautiful  w^ite  paint  on  the  interior  of  the  Mansion.  One  of 
the  important  restorations  is  the  floor  in  front  of  General  Washington's 
bedroom;  the  worn  boards  have  been  replaced  with  new  ones  of  the 
same  kind  of  wood,  and  painted  or  stained  to  match  the  original  floor. 
The  window  sills  of  the  dining  room  and  parlor  have  been  replaced  by 
walnut,  making  them  as  they  were  before. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  Council,  and  that  is  the  condition  of  the  tiles  on  the  east 
porch.  This  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Conunittee  several 
times  in  past  years,  but  no  action  has  been  taken.  These  stones  are 
much  worn,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  some  means  of  protecting 
them  should  be  decided  upon.  Rubber  mats  to  be  laid  down  the  center 
have  been  suggested,  thus  exposing  to  view  the  sides,  which  are  not 
subjected  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  footsteps. 

We  would  suggest  the  painting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Room,  in  other 
words,  the  Regent's  room;  and  also  that  the  Superintendent  use  his 
judgment  as  to  paint  and  calcimine  where  necessary  on  the  building. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU,  Chairman, 
MARGARETTA  M.  BARRET, 
ELLEN  W.  HARRISON, 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 
FRANCES  JONES  RICKS, 
FRAN^OES  C.  MAXEY, 
JULIA  M.  ANDREWS. 
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REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  has  gone  over  all  the  relics,  dusted  them  carefully 
and  replaced  them,  finding  all  in  good  order. 

GEORGIA  PAOB  WILDER,  Chairman, 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 
MARGARETTA  BARRET, 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
Report  accepted. 

After  the  report  of  the  Relic  Committee  had  been  presented  and  ac- 
cepted, it  was  decided  to  remove  the  articles  from  the  cabinet  in  the 
Music  Room.  This  was  undertaken  by  Mrs.  Wilder,  Chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Pringle  and  Miss  Townsend,  who  proceeded  to  find  places  for 
them.  The  two  pieces  of  Washington's  own  dessert  service  of  china 
presented  iby  Mr.  W.  W.  Corcoran  in  1877;  also  the  Pallisy  figure  and 
cup,  that  belonged  to  Washington,  were  placed  in  the  long  cabinet  in 
the  Banquet  Hall.  The  walking  cane  of  Washington  and  the  swords 
presented  by  General  Grant,  were  placed  in  the  cabinet  in  the  second 
story  hall,  and  the  Lafayette  quilt  in  the  cabinet  in  the  bedroom  next 
the  Nellie  Custis  room. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  would  report  the  faithful  examination  of  the  financial 
statements  of  the  Regent  (as  Treasurer),  Superintendent  and  Gardener, 
and  have  compared  the  bills  and  vouchers  of  the  past  year  with  the 
Superintendent's  books,  finding  them  entirely  satisfactory. 

Total  revenue  $37,873.85 

Total  expenses  34,045.23 

Balance $  3,828.62 

EMMA  R.  BALL,  Chairman, 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM, 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

REPORT  OF  INDEX  COMMITTEE. 

The  Index  Committee  has  gone  carefully  through  the  minutes  from 

1897  to  1910,  inclusive,  and  the  result  is  now  presented,  printed  and 

bound  in  pamphlet  form. 

ELIZA  P.  LEARY,  Chairman 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS. 
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REPORT  OF  POST  CARD  COMMITTBB. 

The  Post  Card  Committee  reports  a  large  sale  of  post  cards — 
Bought  of  Leet  Brothers: 

Colored  cards,  8,000  sets,  at  15  cents $1,200.00 

Plain  cards,  392  sets,  at  12%  cents 386.50 

$1,586.50 

Received  from  cards  sold  at  Mt.  Vernon 2,670.40 

Post  cards  on  hand  April  30,  1911 390  sets 

Net  profit  for  year $1,083.90 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman, 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  STEAMBOAT  CONTRACT. 

Your  Committee  ibegs  leave  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  order 
given  by  our  last  Council  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  secure  an 
interchange  of  tickets  between  the  steamboat  and  electric  railway  com- 
panies your  Committee  presented  this  request  to  Mr.  Mertens,  President 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  and  Marshall  Hall  Steamboat  Company. 

Mr.  Mertens  endeavored  to  obtain  this  agreement  but  proved  unsiie- 
cessful,  because  of  the  positive  refusal  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  to  allow  such  an  interchange  to  be  made. 

Mt*.  Mertens  regrets  very  much  his  failure  in  this  matter.  His  let- 
ter is  herewith  offered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut, 
Chairman  of  Conmiittee. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mertens'  letter,  referred  to  in  the 
above  report  of  Mrs.  Hudson: 

Mount  Vebnon  and  Mabshall  Hall  Steamboat  Company,  Limited, 

Incobpobated, 
Dock  and  Office,  Foot  of  Seventh  Stbeet. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  6,  1911. 
Fbedebick  Mebtens,  President, 
Chas.  p.  Rees,  Assistant  Manager. 

Mt  Deab  Mbs.  Hudson  :  Your  letter  of  March  30th  has  just  reached 
me,  as  I  have  been  out  of  town  for  some  weeks.  I  tried  very  hard  to 
make  the  arrangement  you  wrote  about,  with  the  electric  road,  for 
interchange  of  tickets,  but  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  would 
not  allow  such  an  arrangement  to  be  made. 
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Hope  to  see  you  at  Mount  Vernon  in  May,  and  can  assure  you  you  will 
find  the  boat  in  first  class  shape  for  your  trip.  Would  be  glad  to  serve 
you  in  any  other  way  possible,  and  regret  my  inability  to  get  the  inter- 
change ticket  matter  through. 

With  my  kindest  reganls  and  best  wishes,  I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

F.  MERTENS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Kitchen  Garden  has  the  honor  to  report  that 
on  visiting  the  garden  they  found  it  in  excellent  order,  neat,  the  soil 
well  worked,  showing  labor.  The  fruit  and  vegetables  are  late,  owing 
to  the  coolness  of  the  season. 

It  is  recommended  that  great  care  be  taken  to  rid  the  garden  of 
the  "mock  strawberry,"  etc. 

They  respectfully  suggest  the  whitewashing  of  the  brick  wall  facing 
the  entrance  gate.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  W.  HARRISON,  Chairman, 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON, 

MARY  F.  FAILING, 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY, 

FRANCES  J.  RICKS, 

JULIA  M.  ANDREWS. 

The  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies*  Association  in  Council  assembled,  desiring 
to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  services  of  the  members  in  Congress 
in  preventing  the  location  of  a  Reformatory  near  Mount  Vernon,  the 
following  resolution  by  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent  for  West 
Virginia,  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  desires  to  record  its  profound  appre- 
ciation of  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  splendid  assistance  given  to 
the  cause  of  Mount  Vernon  in  the  Sixty-first  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  both  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  when  there 
was  a  question  of  putting  a  Government  reformatory  for  criminals  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  Belvoir  tract,  adjacent  to  Mount 
Vernon.  It  is  owing  to  their  action  that  the  Home  and  Tomb  of 
Washington  have  been  preserved  from  desecration.  This  resolution 
to  be  printed  in  the  annual  report  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  member  of 
the  Sixty-first  and  Sixty-second  Congresses. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Pringle  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina,  offered  a  resolution 
of  thanks  to  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiqui- 
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ties;  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati;  the  National  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America;  the  Daughtersof  the  American  Revolution; 
the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  and  all  the  patriotic  and 
historical  societies  as  well  as  private  individuals,  for  their  prompt 
action  in  protesting  against  the  creation  of  the  Criminal  Reformatory 
in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Vernon.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer 
and  carried  unanimously. 

LETTER  PROM  THE  COLONIAL  DAMES  OF  KANSAS. 

A  communication  from  the  Colonial  Dames  in  the  State  of  Kansas 
who  responded  to  the  appeal  for  protest  against  the  location  of  the 
criminal  reformatory  near  Mount  Vernon;  also  a  memorial  to  Mrs. 
Ward,  passed  by  the  Colonial  Dames  of  Society. 

To  THE  Mount  Vebnon  Ladies'  Associatiok  or  the  Union  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Kansas 
at  a  recent  meeting  voted  a  protest  against  the  desecration  of  Mount 
Vernon  in  the  proposed  estaiblishing  of  a  criminal  reformatory  at 
Belvoir,  and  this  protest  is  being  sent  to  our  Kansas  Senators  and  Oon> 
gressmen.  This  we  were  most  glad  to  do  for  every  patriotic  reason  and 
we  had  an  added  reason  in  honoring  the  work  of  our  dear  departed 
Colonial  Dame,  Mrs.  Milan  Lester  Ward  (Jennie  Meeker  Ward)  who 
labored  lovingly  and  faithfully  in  your  Association  for  many  years. 

I  have  also  urged  each  member  of  the  Order  of  Descendants  of 
Colonial  Governors,  of  which  I  am  a  Chairman  for  Kansas,  to  write  an 
individual  protest  on  our  official  stationery,  which  I  am  happy  to  say 
is  being  done. 

Trusting  the  prompt  protest  of  every  patriotic  body  may  avert  the 
impending  catastrophe  and  that  your  Association  may  continue  its  noble 
^ork  under  favoring  conditions,  believe  me, 

Sincerely  and  faithfully  yours, 

(MRS.  ELLWOOD  D.)  LUELLA  A.  KIMBALL, 

Pres.  C.  D.  of  A.  in  Kansas. 
Wichita,  Feb.  8,  191 L 


MRS.   MILAN  LESTER  WARD. 

NEW  JERSEY  NON^OLOMAL  DAME  No.  507. 

KANSAS  COLOMAL  DAME  No.  20. 

Sarah  Jane  Meeker  was  born  in  Northfield,  New  Jersey,  September 
30th,  1833.  She  received  her  education,  chiefly  in  Miss  Buckles'  Private 
School  for  Ladies,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  in  the  Delaware  Literarj 
Institute  of  Franklin,  New  York.     From  her  youth  she  manifested  a 
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love  of  bookB  and  of  a  studious  life  and  upon  leaving  school  began  her 
career,  as  a  teacher,  in  the  schools  of  Newark.  In  January,  1858,  she 
was  married  to  Prof.  Milan  L.  Ward  and  during  all  the  eventful  and 
stirring  experiences  of  their  fifty-two  years  of  companionship,  she  was 
the  sincere  helper  and  cheerful  comrade  of  her  gifted  and  scholarly 
huBband.  Mr.  Ward's  profession,  as  a  teacher,  took  him  to  various 
places  of  residence,  Vermont,  Delaware,  New  York  and  finally  in  1869 
to  Ottawa,  Kansas,  to  take  charge  of  the  Ottawa  University.  After 
spending  five  years  in  Ottawa  Prof.  Ward  went  to  Manhattan  to  fill  a 
chair  in  the  Agricultural  College.  Mrs.  Ward  remained  in  Ottawa 
and  with  Mrs.  Ruth  Griffin,  now  of  Washington,  D.  €.,  carried  on  the 
work  of  the  University.  Later  she  joined  her  husband  in  Manhattan, 
where  they  remained  some  years,  but  in  1883  returned  to  Ottawa  to 
make  it  their  permanent  home. 

Mrs.  Ward's  life  might  be  called  a  long,  sweet  song  in  its  manifold 
and  varied  activities  for  the  uplifting  and  betterment  of  the  world,  in 
every  phase,  in  which  she  met  it.  6he  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  doing  her  full  complement  of  church  and  mission- 
ary work,  a  zealous  W.  O.  T.  U.  worker,  an  enthusiastic  and 
progressive  club  woman,  a  Daughter  of  the  American  Revolution,  a 
member  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  a  Colonial  Dame  and 
an  aider  and  abettor  of  every  good  work,  that  came  in  her  way,  great 
or  small.  It  is  difficult  to  say  in  which  of  all  her  various  interests  she 
was  most  efficient  or  for  which  she  felt  the  keenest  sympathy,  but  none 
of  her  work  was  more  telling  than  that  she  did  in  the  Moimt  Vernon 
Association.  For  twenty  years  she  visited  Mount  Vernon  annually  rep- 
resenting the  State  of  Kansas  as  Regent,  and  later  serving  as  National 
Secretary  of  the  Association.  Her  chief  accomplishment  in  this  connec- 
tion was  the  restoration  of  the  servants'  quarters  at  Washington's  old 
home.  For  this  purpose  she  raised  one  thousand  dollars  among  the 
school  children  of  Kansas.  With  the  assistance  of  several  public  men 
of  the  State  she  had  compiled  a  volume  in  which  the  name  of  every 
contributor  was  recorded,  and  this  book  is  now  kept  at  Mount  Vernon, 
a  memorial  to  those  who  gave  and  to  Mrs.  Ward  as  the  master-spirit 
of  the  enterprise. 

As  a  neighbor  and  friend  Mrs.  Ward  was  most  delightful.  A  lady 
of  Manhattan  pays  this  tribute  of  love  and  appreciation:  "To  one  who 
for  seven  long,  beautiful,  helpful  years  lived  next  neighbor  to  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Ward,  the  news  of  her  death  at  Ottawa,  comes  as  a  personal  loss.  For 
over  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  days  I  went  in  and  out  of  her 
home,  where  the  atmosphere  was  ennobling  in  every  respect,  and  all 
my  future  life  became  richer  because  of  this  next  neighbor  and  what 
this  meant  to  me,  as  a  younger  fellow-worker,  it  has  meant  to  every  one 
who  came  under  the  infiuence  of  this  beautiful  woman." 
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Although  Mrs.  Ward  had  been  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Ooloniml 
Dames  for  a  comparatively  brief  period,  she  rendered  valuable  service 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Kansas  band  of  Dames. 
The  ideals  and  aspirations  of  the  organization  appealed  to  her  in  aa 
especial  manner,  and  she  sincerely  appreciated  and  seconded  every  effort 
for  their  fulfillment. 

Prof,  and  Mrs.  Ward  were  happy,  not  only  in  celebrating  the  fifty 
golden  years  of  their  married  life,  but  also  in  adding  two  more  mile- 
stones to  their  journey  together.  Mrs.  Ward  died,  after  a  lingering 
illness,  in  Ottawa,  July  15th,  1910.  Mrs.  Ward's  life  of  useful  effort, 
serene  faith  and  happy  achievement  is  a  lesson  and  an  example,  so 
clearly  written  that,  he  who  runs  may  read,  and  now  she  rests  from  her 
labors  and  her  works  do  follow  her. 

MARY  THAGHER  EMERY, 

December  14th,  1910.  Historian. 


Mrs.  Pringle,  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina,  moved  a  resolution  of 
regret  on  the  death  of  Chief  Justice  Fuller,  a  member  of  the  Advisory 
Board,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family.  Seconded  by  Mrs.  Hudson 
and  carried.    The  following  is  the  resolution  adopted: 

Resolved,  By  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  in  Council  assen]ft)led  that  they  desire  to  put  on 
record  their  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  their  advisor,  Chief  Justice  Fuller, 
and  their  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services. 


Mr.  Arthur  T.  Brice,  of  Washington,  has  been  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  Treasurer  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs. 
The  Association  is  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  one  so  com- 
petent to  fill  the  trust  and  so  deeply  imbued  with  a  love  and  veneration 
for  Mount  Vernon. 

GOVERNOR'S  DAY. 

Tuesday,  May  16th,  having  been  set  aside  for  the  reception  of  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Board  of  Visitors,  no  sessions  of  Council 
were  held. 

The  banquet  hall  was  arranged  as  a  reception  room,  and  all  evidence 
of  business  was  removed.  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Garden  and  Greenhouse,  decorated  the  room  with  old-fashioned  flowers 
from  the  garden. 

The  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  assembled  here  to  receive  the  guests. 
Governor  Mann  was  prevented  from  coming;  also  Lieutenant  GoversM' 
EUyson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Ryan,  of  Nelson  Cotmty,  Virginia.  Hon. 
William  A.  Anderson,  Lexington,  Virginia;  Mr.  L.  Z.  Morris,  Richmond, 
and  Mr.  A.  D.  Brockett,  of  Alexandria,  came,  with  the  Governor's  See- 
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retary,  Mr.  Benjamin  P.  Owen.  These  gentlemen  all  expressed  them- 
selvefl  with  satisfaction  and  pleasure  at  the  condition  and  management 
of  Mount  Vernon  in  a  few  happy  remarks.  The  Regent  responded  for 
the  Association. 

Colonel  Slayden,  of  Texas,  and  Colonel  Herbert  and  Mrs.  EUyson 
added  their  testimony  in  a  few  well  chosen  words.  Mr.  Lawrence  Wash- 
ington, always  a  welcome  guest  to  his  old  home,  gave  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  conditions  existing  at  Mount  Vernon  when  it  was  bought 
from  his  father  by  the  Association.  He  remembered  it  all  clearly  and 
mentioned  that  his  father  had  declined  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  Mount  Vernon,  preferring  to  sell  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  or  the 
United  States  Government  for  two  hundred  thousand.  Both  declining 
he  was  persuaded  of  the  patriotic  intentions  and  ideals  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  and  decided  to  sell  to  them  for  the  same 
sum.  Illness  prevented  Mrs.  Taf t  from  being  present,  to  the  great 
regret  of  all. 

Luncheon  was  served  in  the  Library  and  later  the  guests  departed  by 
boat  and  trolley  for  Washington. 


With  great  regn*et  many  of  the  Vice  Regents  found  it  impossible  to 
accept  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Taft  to  the  White  House,  on  Friday 
afternoon.  May  19th,  as  Council  was  about  to  adjourn  and  important 
work  remained  to  done.  A  small  party  represented  the  Association  at 
the  reception,  however,  which  was  as  usual  a  delightful  occasion. 


Invitations  were  received  from  Mrs.  Matthew  T.  Scott,  President 
General  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  and  also  from 
Mrs.  Julian-James  of  Washington  to  afternoon  tea.  The  Vice  Regents 
were  forced  to  decline  both,  as  the  seriousness  of  the  work  during 
Council  precludes  social  festivities  during  the  hours  for  sessions. 


The  rebuilding  of  the  Screen  and  Ha  Ha  walls  on  the  old  foundations 
practically  completes  the  restoration  of  Mount  Vernon  to  its  original 
appearance  as  a  plantation.  Attention  is  now  directed  to  the  interior 
of  the  mansion,  looking  to  a  g^'adual  recovery  of  the  furnishings  in 
use  when  occupied  by  Washington  and  his  family.  This  may  require 
many  years  of  persistent  effort,  but,  in  the  meantime,  the  rooms  are 
preserved  from  a  bare  and  desolate  appearance  by  the  many  gifts  and 
loans  of  furniture  that  belonged  to  the  period,  if  not  to  Washington,  and 
is  an  acceptable  substitute  until  the  original  pieces  are  recovered.   The 
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following  resolutions  inaugurating  this  movement  were  duly  seconded 
and  adopted  by  Council: 

Mrs. Wilder,  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia,  offered  the  following  resolutioii: 

WherecLS  the  paramount  object  of  this  AjBsociation  is  to  restore  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  features  of  Washington's  Home  as  he  had  it,  and 

WJierecis  the  recently  acquired  inventory  made  by  the  appraisers  of 
Washington's  effects  indicate  every  article  of  furniture  in  each  room  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That,  as  rapidly  as  can  be  accomplished  original  articles 
(when  secured)  shall  be  placed  where  they  formerly  belonged  and 
anything  not  connected  with  Washington  or  Mount  Vernon  be  retired. 

The  foregoing  resolution,  after  being  seconded  by  Mrs.  Ball,  Vice 
Regent  for  Virginia,  was  adopted  by  Council. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  interest,  as  well  as  the  generosity  of  the 
people  of  his  country  in  placing  at  Mount  Vernon  articles  of  great 
historic  value,  but  not  having  belonged  to  Washington,  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  finds  itself  obliged  to  decline,  in  future,  all 
such  offers,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  receive  in  the 
future  by  gift,  loan  or  purchase  to  be  placed  in  the  Mansion  only  articles 
owned  by  General  Washington,  Mrs.  Washington,  or  their  immediate 
families. 

LETTER  FROM  TOBIAS  LEAR 

Among  thQ  bequests  of  Miss  Margaret  B.  Smith  to  Mt.  Vernon  last 
year  was  an  autograph  letter  from  Tobias  Lear,  Washington's  Secretary, 
to  his  mother,  giving  an  account  of  the  last  hours  and  funeral  of  Gen- 
eral Washington.  Having  been  received  after  the  adjournment  of 
Coimcil  last  year,  the  Regent  requested  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to 
read  the  letter  to  the  Council  and  it  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
the  minutes  and  reports  of  19 IL 

Mount  Vebnon,  December  16,  1799. 

My  DBAS  AND  Honored  Mother: 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  wrote  to  you,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  impute 
it  to  a  want  of  duty  or  affection. 

Before  this  reaches  you,  the  information  of  the  death  of  the  greatest 
and  best  of  men  will  have  got  to  Portsmouth.  A  loss  so  great  and  so 
sudden  can  hardly  be  realized.  It  appears  to  me  yet  as  a  dream. 
Nothing  but  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  his  memory,  and  the  constant 
call  upon  me  to  prepare  everything  to  oonmiit  his  remains  to  the 
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Tomb,  keep  me  from  yielding  to  immoderate  grief.  I  will,  in  the  best 
manner  I  am  able,  give  you  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  illness  and 
death  of  my  revered  and  beloved  friend. 

On  Thursday  last  the  weather  was  very  disagreeable,  a  constant  fall 
of  rain,  snow  and  hail,  with  a  pretty  high  wind.  Before  it  came  on 
the  General  had  rode  out  to  visit  his  farms  as  usual,  and  as  he  never  re- 
garded the  weather,  he  kept  out  from  about  ten  till  three  o'clock. 
When  he  came  in  I  observed  that  he  was  very  wet  about  his  hair  and 
neck  and  told  him  that  I  was  afraid  he  would  take  cold;  he  said 
there  was  no  danger,  for  his  great  coat  had  kept  him  from  getting 
wet.  On  Friday  he  complained  of  a  sore  throat,  but  considering  it  as 
a  trifling  matter  he  took  no  measure  to  remove  it;  for  he  was  always 
averse  to  nursing  himself  for  any  slight  complaint.  About  3  o'clock 
on  Saturday  morning  he  became  ill,  and  at  daylight  Mrs.  Washington 
sent  for  me  to  come  to  him,  which  I  did,  and  immediately  dispatched  a 
servant  to  Alexandria  for  Dr.  Oraik,  as  I  found  he  could  scarcely  speak, 
and  breathed  with  diflSculty,  his  complaint  being  an  inflammatory  sore 
throat,  usually  called  quinzy.  Doctor  Craik  finding  his  situation 
alarming,  we  sent  for  Doctor  Dick  of  Alexandria,  and  Doctor  Brown  of 
Port  Tobacco,  who  came  with  all  possible  dispatch.  Every  aid  that 
medicine  could  give  was  administered,  but  without  the  desired  effect, 
and  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he  resigned  his  breath  into 
the  hand  that  gave  it.  His  distress,  through  the  day,  was  extreme;  but 
not  a  groan  or  a  complaint  escaped  him.  With  the  most  perfect 
resignation,  and  in  full  possession  of  his  reason  to  the  last  moment  he 
g^ve  up  his  life.  I  never  quitted  him  through  the  whole  scene  for  a 
moment,  and  if  anything  can  console  me  for  his  loss  it  is  the  belief 
that  I  gave  ease  to  his  last  moments  by  holding  him  up  at  times  and 
helping  him  to  move  when  he  was  in  great  distress  to  get  breath, 
which  caused  him  to  be  constantly  changing  his  position.  Although 
he  could  speak  but  very  seldom,  and  that  in  a  manner  scarcely  to  be 
understood,  and  with  extreme  pain,  yet  the  kind  and  grateful  looks 
which  he  gave  me,  when  endeavoring  to  alleviate  his  pain  by  supporting 
or  moving  him,  afforded  me  a  heartfelt  satisfaction,  under  the  severe 
affliction  which  I  felt  for  him. 

He  was  fully  sensible  of  his  approaching  dissolution  for  some  time 
before  we  could  persuade  ourselves  but  that  there  was  a  hope  left,  and 
he  frequently  told  the  physicians  that  their  efforts  would  be  in  vain. 
To  the  last  moment  he  wished  to  be  useful  as  often  as  he  could  speak 
he  would  mention  to  me  something  which  he  wished  to  have  done.  And 
his  last  words,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  died,  were  to  me 
thus:  "My  dear  friend,  I  am  just  about  to  change  the  scene,  my 
breath  can  continue  but  a  few  moments.  You  will  have  me  decently 
interred,  and  do  not  let  my  body  be  put  into  the  Tomb  in  less  than 
two  days  after  my  death."    He  then  felt  his  own  pulse.     I  took  his 
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scenes.  How  I  supported  it  through  the  afflicting  scenes  of  the  day 
I  can  not  tell;  but  I  never  felt  more  collected  in  my  life;  a  constant 
wish  to  relieve  his  distress  occupied  all  my  mind;  but  when  he  was 
no  more  my  heart  sank  within  me,  and  nothing  but  the  reflection 
that  I  had  duties  committed  to  me,  which  were  indispensable,  eouM 
have  roused  me  from  a  torpid  grief. 

The  pious  resignation  and  virtuous  fortitude  of  Mrs.  Washington 
in  this  distressing  scene  is  beyond  description.  She  never  quitted  tbe 
room  during  the  whole  time,  and  when  the  last  breath  was  drawn  she 
asked  me,  with  a  collected  countenance  and  a  firm  voice,  ''Is  he  gone?" 
I  could  not  speak,  but  held  up  my  hand  as  a  signal  that  he  was  no 
more;  but,  with  the  same  voice,  she  observed,  "It  is  now  all  over; 
I  have  no  more  trials  to  pass  through  in  this  life;  I  shall  soon  foQow 
him,  and  rejoice  when  that  moment  arrives.''  Since  that  time  she  has 
preserved  the  same  pious  fortitude.  It  afflicts  me  to  see  her.  The 
world  now  appears  to  be  no  longer  desirable  to  her,  and  yet  she  yields 
not  to  that  grief  which  would  be  softened  by  tears. 

On  Wednesday,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  remains  will  be  deposited  in 
the  Tomb,  and  America  will  mourn  the  loss  of  the  first  and  greatest 
of  men. 

I  saw  my  dear  children  about  six  weeks  ago,  and  spent  a  fortnight 
with  them.  They  enjoy  fine  health  and  promise  to  be  a  comfort  to  me. 
They  talked  much  of  Grandmamma  Lear.  Lincoln  has  not  forgotten  his 
Uncle  and  Aunt  Storer  and  his  cousins.  My  own  health,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  is  perfectly  restored.  I  was  never  better  in  my  life 
than  I  have  been  for  two  or  three  months  past.  But  the  late  melan- 
choly event  shows  that  we  must  not  confide  in  our  own  strength  or 
constitution;  for  the  General  was  never  heartier  since  I  have  known 
him  than  he  was  two  days  before  he  died. 

Give  my  affectionate  regards  to  my  brother  and  sister  Storer  and 
their  dear  children,  and  remember  me  affectionately  and  respectfully 
to  all  our  friends. 

I  have  written  this  letter  late  in  the  night,  and  in  the  present 
situation  of  everything  here  I  hardly  know  how  I  have  expressed  it 
I  beg  that  no  part  of  it,  therefore,  may  be  published;  for  I  presume 
that  everything  which  relates  to  this  afflicting  event  will  be  eagerly 
sought  after  by  the  public 

I  am,  my  dear  and  honored  mother,  your  most  dutiful  and  affection- 
ate son, 

TOBIAS  LEAB. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  the  Washington  Secular  League,  sending  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Thos.  Paine  in  reference  to  the  key  to  the  Bastile, 
which  was  sent  by  Lafayette  to  Washington  by  the  hand  of  Thos. 
Paine.  The  letter,  copy  of  which  is  given  below*,  is  now  framed  and 
hangs  in  the  hall  near  the  famous  key. 

_         _  London,  England,  May  1st,  1790. 

Genl.  George  Washington, 

SiB:  Our  good  friend,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  has  entrusted  to 
my  care  the  Key  to  the  Bastile  and  a  drawing,  handsomely  framed, 
representing  the  demolition  of  that  detestable  prison,  as  a  present  to 
your  Excellency,  of  which  this  letter  will  more  particularly  inform.  I 
feel  myself  happy  in  being  the  person  through  whom  the  Marquis  has 
conveyed  this  early  trophy  of  the  Spoils  of  Despotism — ^the  first  ripe 
fruits  of  American  principles  transplanted  into  Europe — to  his  great 
master  and  patron.  When  he  mentioned  to  me  the  present  he  intended 
my  heart  leaped  with  joy. 

It  is  something  so  truly  in  character  that  no  remarks  can  illustrate  it, 
and  it  is  more  happily  expressive  of  his  remembrance  of  his  American 
friends  than  any  letters  can  convey. 

That  the  principles  of  America  opened  the  Bastile  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  and  therefore  the  key  comes  to  the  right  place. 

(Signed)     THOMAS  PAINE. 


Among  the  visitors  to  Mt.  Vernon  during  Council  was  Madam 
Ambrozovics,  of  Buda  Pesth,  Hungary,  the  favorite  niece  of  the 
Patriot  Louis  Kossuth.  She  came  to  this  country  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  Mt.  Vernon,  being  an  ardent  admirer  of  Washing^ton.  She  asked 
the  privilege  of  saying  a  few  words  to  the  Vice  Regents,  and  told  of 
having  made  a  sketch  of  the  private  life  and  character  of  Washington 
in  her  own  language  for  her  people. 


Woodlawn,  the  beautiful  home  of  **Nelly  Custis'*  after  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Lawrence  Lewis,  has  been  restored  and  furnished  in  the  old 
style  of  its  owner,  Miss  Sharp.  It  was  the  privilege  of  a  party  of  the 
Vice  Regents  to  spend  a  delightful  evening  in  this  historic  old  mansion 
at  the  invitation  of  Miss  Sharp,  who  in  this  way  renews  the  intercourse 
that  existed  of  old  between  Mount  Vernon  and  Woodlawn. 

The  Council  of  1911  adjourned  Saturday,  May  20th,  to  meet  the 
second  Thursday  in  May,  1912. 

FRANCIS  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Secretary  to  Councils. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


FINANCE. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  LfCary. 

MANSION. 

Mrs.  Barret,  chairman;  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Rogers. 
Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Richards. 

FURNITURE. 

Mrs.  Graham,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Conover, 
Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Leary,  Miss 
Evarts. 

LIBRARY. 

Mrs.  Conover,  chairman;  Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Rath- 
bone,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Miss  Failing,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Miss  Evarts. 

GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Mrs.  Hudson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Harrison, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Maxey. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs. 
Foster. 

KITCHEN  GARDEN. 

Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Miss  Failing,  Mrs. 
Ricks. 

FARM. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mra.  Webb,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Ricks. 

TOMB. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs. 
Flandrau,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Foster. 
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RELICS. 

Hn.  Hearst,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Sogers,  Mrs. 
Barret,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richards. 

RECORD. 

Mrs.  Leary,  chairman;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Barret. 

BY-LAWS. 

Mrs.  Leary,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Brown. 

INDEX. 

Mrs.  Leary,  chairman;  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RULES. 

Mrs.  Leary,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Barret. 

PRESS. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Pringle. 
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THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 


OF  THE  FOUNDER  AND  FIRST  REGENT  OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADES*  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


TO  the  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  June,  1874.  Ladies:  It  was  my  intention,  as  well 
as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and  conformed  in 
person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompanying  a  resignation  so 
important  as  mine;  but  Providence  does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you,  as  to  me;  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  important 
in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves; 
to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or  duties,  laid 
down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be  lightly  regarded, 
for  they  were  pledges  to  future  generations  as  well  as  to  our*. 
The  minds  and  hearts  which  conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home 
of  Washington;  of  the  completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute"  to 
public  integrity  and  private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the 
gratitude  due  and  felt  by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an 
important  part  in  the  drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with 
all  the  reverence  felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting-places 
of  their  honored  dead;  where  only  pious  hands  are  permitted 
to  be  in  ''charge,"  so  as  to  have  them  carried  down  to  admir- 
ing ages  in  the  same  condition  as  when  left. 


Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when 
an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and  tomb  of 
Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  from  all  change, 
whether  hy  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last  owner  of 
Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from 
his  hands.  Such  to  the  Legisalture  of  his  Mother  <State,  ere 
she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it.  Such  are  we  bound  to 
keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as  our  intelligence 
and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around 
it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from  change — should  be  kept 
as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge,  see  to 
it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let  no  irrever- 
ent hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with  the 
fingers  of  progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which  he 
lived  and  died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died.  Let 
one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours  be  saved  from  change! 
Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thou- 
sands from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home  of 
Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country,  let 
them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead, 
pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till  the 
hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in  America,  let 
them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for  the  home  of  our 
Hero!    Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held — 
since  December  2nd,  1863. 

Respectfully, 
June  1st,  1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINQHAM. 
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THE  REGENTS  AND  VICE  REGENTS  OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES*  ASSOCIATION  OF 

THE  UNION  SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION 


Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  Regent,  1853-1873. 
Resigned  1873;  died  May  1,  1875. 


VICE  REGENTS  APPOINTED  1868. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  'Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889. Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  LeVert,  died  1877 Alabama 

6.    Mrs.  Catharine  A.  MacWillie,  died  1872 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1872 Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died  1872 Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  resigned  1858 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  resigned  1866 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  IngersoU  Oreenough,  resigned  1865 Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1866 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catharine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Bootes  Goodrich,  resigned  1864 .Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863,  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  Wheaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died  1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Famsworth,  died  1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned  1861 New  Hampshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died  1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson  Jeffreys,  died  1894 Kentucky 

Mrs.  Janet  M.  E.  Riggs,  Acting  Vice  Regent.  .District  of  Columbia 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry,  died  1883 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died  1869 Minoeeota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Mrs.  Lilly  Lytle  Macalester,  died  1891 Pennsylvania 
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27.  Mrs.  Magadelan  6.  Blanding,  resigned  1884 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

30.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker,  died  1908 North  Carolina 

1860. 

31.  Mrs.  Ann  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 Missouri 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1867 South  Carolina 

1866. 

33.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  3weet,  died  1908 Maine 

34.  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

35.  Miss  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August,  1899 South  Carolina 

36.  Afrs.  M.  E.  Hickman,  resigned  1874 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns,  resigned  1873 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1872 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,  resigned  1872 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  resigned  1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

1868. 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died  1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Ella  Bassett  Washington,  died  1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

47.  Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

48.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1873,  died  1898 Iowa 

49.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1878 Arkansas 

1873. 

50.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,  resigned  1875 Mississippi 

51.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes District  of  Columbia 

52.  Mrs.  David  Urquehart,  resigned  1876 Louisiana 

53.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

(This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent.) 


62 

MRS.  LILY  M.  BERGHMAN, 

(Made  Acting  Regent  1873,  and  Regent  June,  1874.) 

Second  Regent. 
Died  1801. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

64.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

65.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1889 Tennessee 

1876. 

66.  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1889 Ohio 

67.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  resigned  1876 Nevada 

1876. 

68.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward Kansas 

69.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1884 Vermont 

1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Roibert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  died  1910 Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 AlalMuna 

1886. 

66.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter lUinoia 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  Dekay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fannie  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  died  1908 Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 
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1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906 New  Hampshire 

1891. 

75.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

(This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laughton, 

second  Regent  (Madame  Berghmann),  who  died  Nov.  4,  1891.). 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

Third  Regent. 
(Elected  temporary  Regent  December,  1891,  and  Regent  June,  1892.) 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904;  died  1906.  .Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1894 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham ,MiBSouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  -S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Weibb Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902 Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  Wm.  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Ohas.  Gustis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Texas 

1897. 

89.  Mrs.  James  Campbell,  resigned  1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.  P.  Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 


Mrs.  J.  J.  PringU 

Mrs.  Wm.  P.  B«rret 

Mra.  Cbarlei  Denby,  di«d  Dee. 


Mrs.  HeniT  W.  Rogen. . 


Htb.  Franoes  Jones  RiekB.. 

Mrs.  Lewis  Irwin 

Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown 

I.    MioB  Mary  F.  Failing 

.    Mrs.  EHiia  P.  Leaij 


102.     Mre.  A.  B.  Andrews 

This  was  the  last  nominatioD  of  ] 
send.  Third  Ri^nt. 
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The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Association  met  in  Annual  Council  on 
Thursday,  May  9,  1912.    Twenty-six  ladies  being  present. 

Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys,  Regent,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Vice  Regent,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Ball,  Vice  Regent,  Virginia. 

Miss  Alice  M.   Longfellow,  Vice  Regent,  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  A.  Rathbone,  Vice  Regent,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter,  Vice  Regent,  Illinois. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Wilder,  Vice  Regent,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham,  Vice  Regent,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Shapard  Webb,  Vice  Regent,  Tennessee. 

Miss  Amy  Townsend,  Vice  Regent,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey,  Vice  Regent,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Johnston,  Vice  Regent,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer,  Vice  Regent,  West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  John  Julius  Pringle,  Vice  Regent,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Barret,  Vice  Regent,  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Henry  W.  Rogers,  Vice  Regent,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Irwin,  Vice  Regent,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Frances  J.  Ricks,  Vice  Regent,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Mary   F.   Failing,   Vice   Regent,  Oregon. 

Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Leary,  Vice  Regent,  Washington. 

Mrs.  J.  Carter  Brown,  Vice  Regent,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Vice  Regent,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  James  Gore  King  Richards,  Vice  Regent,  Maine. 

Miss  Mary  Evartd,  Vice  Regent,  Vermont. 

Mrs.  Antoine  Lentilhon  Foster,  Vice  Regent,  Delaware. 

Miss  Annie  Ragan  King,  Vice  Regent,  Louisiana. 


REGENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT 


JjADUa: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  to 
find  so  many  States  represented  at'  this  Council.  In  the  name  of  the 
Association,  I  add  a  special  greeting  to  our  Vice  Regents  for  Maine, 
Vermont  and  Delaware,  who,  for  the  first  time  since  their  election, 
take  their  seats  at  our  Council  Board  for  active  service. 

Before  entering  upon  my  report  the  melancholy  duty  devolves  upon 
me  of  announcing  to  Council  officially  that  within  the  past  year  we 
have  lost  by  death  three  of  our  highly  esteemed  colleagues.  Mrs. 
Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  our  beloved  Honorary  Regent,  passed 
away  on  the  6th  of  April,  after  a  short  illness.  Although  she  had  not 
been  strong  enough  for  the  past  three  years  to  meet  us  here,  she  was 
with  us  in  spirit  always,  and  one  of  the  last  wishes  was  ''that  she  might 
go  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Vice  Regents  to  bid  them  good-bye.** 
As  our  presiding  officer,  we  all  loved  her  and  felt  entire  confidence 
in  her  sound  judgment  and  conservative  views.  Gifted  with  an 
exquisite  courtesy  and  tact,  she  was  self-reliant,  broad-minded  and 
direct,  and  guarded  our  Mount  Vernon  interests  with  untiring  vigi- 
lance. It  was  our  happiness,  in  our  familiar  intercourse  with  her,  to 
enjoy  those  rare  social  qualities  which  were  her  distinctive  character- 
istics and  made  her  such  a  delightful  companion  at  all  times.  She 
laid  down  a  life  full  of  honor  and  Christian  graces,  and  in  her  death 
I  feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss. 

The  sad  tidings  came  in  December  that  Mrs.  Flandrau  had  entered 
into  rest.  For  twenty-two  years  she  represented  Minnesota  in  this  asso- 
ciation— years  of  active  service  for  Mount  Vernon.  She  loved  her 
duties  on  our  Board,  and  was  absolutely  fitted  for  them  in  every  way, 
her  interest  never  flagging.  Her  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  have 
made  an  enduring  impression  on  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know 
her  well.  I  have  learned  that  apparently  without  pain  the  end  came. 
"God's  flnger  touched  her  and  she  slept." 

In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Barnes  we  have  lost  another  of  the  older  mem- 
bers of  our  association.  Miss  Cunningham  appointed  her  Vice  R^^ent 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  last  Council  over  which  she  pre- 
sided— that  of  1873.  For  some  years  past,  on  account  of  ill  health,  she 
found  it  impossible  to  be  present  at  Councils,  but  she  was  always  most 
ready  to  aid  us  whenever  her  influence  was  needed.    Her  special  interest 


of  late  years  has  been  the  garden,  and  many  of  our  old-fashioned  flowers 
were  brought  here  by  Mrs.  Barnes  from  colonial  gardens  of  her  friends. 
8he  will  be  remembered  always  as  a  gentlewoman  of  the  best  type. 

The  very  important  question  as  to  what  the  Qovemment  would  do 
with  "Belvoir"  has  finally  been  decided.  In  February,  1911,  Congress 
refused  to  allow  a  criminal  reformatory  to  be  established  there,  in  such 
close  proximity  to  Mount  Vernon.  We  felt  profound  gratitude  to  our 
patriotic  countrymen  who  aided  us  in  securing  the  passage  of  that  bill. 
We  were  mindful,  however,  of  the  necessity  for  having  this  tract  used 
for  some  good  purpose;  therefore,  our  energies  and  best  efforts  have  been 
put  forth  during  the  past  twelve  months  in  aiding  to  carry  out  a  plan 
to  have  the  Government  turn  the  tract  over  for  use  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Early  in  January,  Senator  Martin  and  Representative  Carlin,  of 
Virginia,  introduced  in  both  houses  of  Congress  a  bill  ''to  transfer  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  jurisdiction  over  the  site  acquired  for  a  reforma- 
tory for  the  District  of  Columbia  in  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,"  etc 
These  bills,  as  you  know,  were  referred  to  both  Committees  on  Military 
Affairs.  We  all  realized  the  various  stages  of  the  progress  of  the 
Senate  bill— <»n  to  the  War  Department  for  approval,  and  finally  back 
again  to  the  Senate,  through  the  Military  Affairs  Committee  of  that 
body,  added  as  an  amendment  to  the  House  Army  Bill.  The  Conference 
Committee,  into  whose  hands  it  finally  passed,  transferred  this  tract  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  "to  be  used  for  a  remount 
station  for  the  cavalry,  or  for  kindred  purposes." 

Mount  Vernon  could  not  have  more  fitting  neighbors  than  the 
Equitation  School  of  the  Army,  and  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  use  this  peninsula,  which  was,  at  one  time,  the 
home  of  Lord  Fairfax,  the  friend  of  Washington.* 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  General  Wood,  who  initiated  the  movement 
towards  making  this  transfer;  to  Senator  Martin  and  Mr.  Carlin,  who, 
through  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress,  have  given  much  of  their 
time  and  talents  that  proper  protection  might  be  insured  to  Mount 
Vernon  outside  our  boundary  lines  on  the  south,  and  to  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  the  Sixty-second  Congress,  who  gave  attention 
to  our  appeals  and  made  the  passage  of  the  bills  possible. 

Our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Brice,  who  generously  gives  to  our  association 
much  of  his  valuable  time  in  attending  to  our  financial  interests,  will 
make  his  annual  report  to  you  tomorrow  morning.  From  his  letters 
to  me  you  will  learn  that  in  July  certain  matured  loans  were  renewed, 
being  amply  secured,  and  bonds  called  for  payment  were  reinvested 
in  new  5%  bonds  in  the  same  company,  with  additional  security  given. 


*Since  the  adjournment  of  Council,  the  Army  Appropriation  Bill  has  been  vetoed 
by  the  President.  This  will  necessitate  reaction  by  Conflrress,  but  there  is  no  reason 
to  fear  that  the  transfer  of  Belvoir  will  be  affected  thereby.— Note  by  Secretary. 
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In  November  a  real  estate  investment  loan  having  been  paid  off  the 
amount  was  added  to  the  cash  balance  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  which, 
happily,  this  year  was  not  needed,  as  a  loan,  to  meet  our  expenses, 
and  two  safe  investments  were  made  for  account  of  our  Endowment 
Fund.  Mr.  Brice  will  give  you  all  the  details  in  connection  with  these 
transactions.  For  what  I  am  specially  responsible,  as  R^ent,  you  will 
find  in  my  own  financial  statement. 

I  am  able  to  report,  as  usual,  that  all  the  work  provided  for  and 
ordered  by  last  Council  has  been  completed,  most  satisfactorily,  as  oar 
committees  will  find  in  making  their  tours  of  inspection.  That  fifteen 
old  buildings,  such  as  we  have  here,  may  be  kept  in  perfect  order,  the 
work  of  repair  goes  on  unceasingly.  When  our  employees  are  off  guard 
duty  they  may  be  found  at  work  somewhere  on  the  place,  after  our 
gates  are  closed^  with  their  tools  and  brushes.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  tell  you  that  with  one  exception  our  employees  and  their  families 
were  fairly  well  throughout  the  year.  One  coachman  barely  escaped 
pneumonia  in  the  winter,  but  has  quite  recovered  and  is  again  fit  for 
duty. 

The  reports  of  the  Superintendent,  which  I  receive  at  the  close  of 
every  month,  with  his  financial  statements  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  his  necessarily  frequent — indeed,  almost  daily — letters,  keep  me  in 
very  close  touch  with  Mount  Vernon.  In  making  my  periodical  visits 
here,  I  have  learned  to  know  conditions  which  exist  at  different  seasons, 
and  invariably  find  the  estate  well  cared  for.  Mr.  Dodge  was  not  well 
after  Council  adjourned,  owing  to  the  intense  heat  here  in  May,  when 
his  strength  was  overtaxed.  I,  therefore,  granted  his  request  for  a 
change  of  air  and  rest,  which  his  physician  recommended.  After  an 
absence  of  ten  days  he  returned  quite  refreshed  and  ready  again  for 
duty  here.  Before  he  went  north,  on  the  24th  of  July,  for  his  summer 
vacation,  much  of  the  work  ordered  by  Council  had  been  completed 
under  his  supervision,  and  when  he  returned  two  months  later  he 
reported  that  the  work  he  had  planned  before  going  away  had  been 
finished  under  Mr.  Young's  direction.  Our  Assistant  Superintendent 
took  his  vacation  in  July,  and  had  his  family  with  him  at  Mount 
Vernon  in  the  summer. 

Before  Mrs.  Graham  went  abroad  last  year  she  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  have  100  feet  added  to  the  wall  running  west  from  the  North  Lodge 
Gate.  I  speedily  assured  her  how  highly  Council  would  appreciate  this 
generous  gift  from  our  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri.  The  wall  was  com* 
pleted  by  the  11th  of  October,  and  ivy  is  now  growing  along  its  entire 
length. 

In  September  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Roads  requested  assistance 
from  us  in  repairing  the  approach  from  Alexandria,  of  which  I  knew 
you  would  approve.  This  required  the  use  of  one  of  our  teams  for  a  day 
and  the  services  of  one  of  our  men. 


On  the  Ist  day  of  last  July  I  came  to  Mount  Vernon  for  the  express 
purpose  of  seeing  what  flowers  were  blooming  in  the  garden  at  that 
season.  Of  course,  the  spring  bloom  was  over,  which  we  see  in  perfec- 
tion when  we  come  in  May,  and  the  summer  flowers  were  struggling  for 
existence  under  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun;  nevertheless,  the  garden 
was  lovely.  The  heat  continued  throughout  the  summer  with  only 
occasional  showers,  and  the  plants  suffered  in  consequence.  Copious 
watering  was  necessary  and  fortunately  our  water  supply  never  failed. 

With  our  Superintendent  and  others  I  had  much  discussion  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  enriching  the  soil  of  the  garden,  which  is  so 
exhausted  by  the  box  hedges.  Of  all  the  plans  suggested  none  seemed 
to  my  mind  to  be  free  from  risk  of  injury  to  the  boxwood,  which  is  of 
first  importance.  In  the  autumn  it  occurred  to  me  to  write  to  Pro- 
fessor Whitney,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Soils  in  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. At  my  request  he  sent  experts  to  Mount  Vernon,  who,  with  Mr. 
Dodge,  went  through  both  gardens,  and  over  the  lawns  and  farm, 
making  examinations  of  surface  and  subsoil,  samples  of  which  they 
carried  back  to  their  laboratories  for  analysis.  In  due  time  Professor 
Whitney  sent  me  their  report,  with  a  copy  for  our  Superintendent,  who, 
in  his  report,  will  explain  what  has  been  done  towards  carrying  out 
their  recommendations.  In  time  we  hope  to  see  great  results.  The 
chief  diflkulty  here,  and  one  which  has  always  given  trouble,  is  the 
heavy  clay  subsoil.  Mr.  Dodge  was  advised  to  have  one  part  of  the 
garden  drained.  The  plan  for  this,  which  was  finally  adopted,  was 
suggested  by  Mr.  Areher,  Professor  Whitney  agreeing  that  it  was  better 
than  his  own,  as  it  could  not  by  any  possibility  interfere  with  the  long 
boxwood  roots,  which  reach  out  in  all  directions. 

You  will  see  that  the  effects  of  the  hard  winter  are  very  apparent 
everywhere;  in  fact,  I  think  it  will  take  two  years  at  least  before  the 
garden  recovers  its  usual  beauty.  When  I  was  here  in  April  the  blight 
to  vegetation  was  a  shock  to  me,  but  I  find  the  fresh  spring  growth 
has  covered  many  blemishes.  It  is  marvelous  that,  with  the  thermom- 
eter at  one  time  ten  degrees  below  zero,  the  unprotected  boxwood  sur- 
vived. This  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  watchful  care  given 
it  by  our  gardeners  and  employees.  The  roses  and  carnations  from  the 
greenhouses  have  been  unusually  beautiful  this  year,  proving  special 
care  and  attention  given  them  by  Mr.  Whelan. 

Our  Superintendent  duly  consulted  the  experts  on  good  roads  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  as  to  the  best  method  for  repairing  the  road 
leading  from  the  Tomb  to  the  wharf,  which  is  a  steep  grade  all  the  way. 
To  carry  out  their  recommendations  a  larger  expenditure  of  money  was 
called  for  than  any  of  us  anticipated;  therefore,  the  road  was  repaired 
with  gravel  found  on  the  place,  which  both  Mr.  Dodge  and  Mr.  Archer 
thought  would  prove  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.     The  question  then 
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arose  as  to  the  best  method  for  keeping  down  the  dust  on  that  much- 
used  section.  I  did  not  approve  of  oiling,  as  was  suggested,  or  of  a 
preparation,  highly  recommended,  called  "Solway/'  because  both  seemed 
to  me  to  be  entirely  inappropriate  for  use  at  Mount  Vernon;  instead,  I 
requested  Mr.  Dodge  to  purchase  a  watering  cart  for  this  purpose.  This 
necessitated  laying  a  pipe  for  a  short  distance  and  establishing  a 
hydrant  by  the  roadside,  out  of  sight,  in  order  to  save  the  horses  the 
long  extra  pull  up  the  hill  to  refill  the  cart.  The  flowers  at  the  Tomb 
get  the  benefit  of  freer  watering  and  the  road  is  kept  in  admirable 
order. 

I  think  we  all  felt  last  May  that  it  would  be  a  very  simple  matter  to 
furnish,  free  of  charge,  individual  drinking  cups  for  the  use  of  visitors. 
As  at  first  proposed,  the  free  dispenser  was  placed  by  the  kitchen  pump 
after  Council  adjourned  last  May.  We  soon  found  that  visitors  took 
more  cups  than  they  needed,  and  left  them  scattered  over  the  premises. 
1  then  authorized  the  purchase  of  a  slot  dispenser.  That  the  cups  might 
be  furnished  free,  disks  the  size  of  a  penny  were  provided  for  the  slot. 
So  far  this  method  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Early  in  August  Mr.  Young  informed  me  that  our  supply  of  Gkiide 
Books  would  soon  be  exhausted,  and  I  wrote  him  to  order  another 
edition  at  once.  This  could  not  be  furnished  for  the  same  price  as  the 
first  edition,  which  will  be  explained  by  our  Guide  Book  Committee. 

Various  interesting  relics  have  been  acquired  for  Mount  Vernon 
within  the  past  twelve  months.  The  report  of  these  I  will  leave  to  the 
Vice  Regents  through  whom  some  have  been  presented  and  others  pur- 
chased. 

When  our  Corresponding  Secretary  reads  to  you  the  letters  of  most 
importance  which  I  have  received  during  the  year,  you  will  learn  of 
other  questions  which  have  come  to  me  for  decision  in  the  interim  of 
Councils. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  commendation  of  our  Superintendent's  wise 
and  economical  management  here.  I  wish  especially  to  acknowledge 
our  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Dodge  for  the  efiScient  aid  he  rendered  our 
association  during  the  past  eighteen  months  in  our  extraordinary  work 
towards  safeguarding  Mount  Vernon  from  possible  desecration,  also  to 
express  my  own  personal  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services  and  of  the 
unselfish  kindness  shown  by  him  to  me  on  every  occasion  when  he  found 
it  possible  to  give  me  his  assistance. 

!Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Archer  are  competent  aids,  to  whom  the  conduct 
of  affairs  here  may  well  be  entrusted  when  Mr.  Dodge  is  absent  from 
Mount  Vernon. 

It  is  also  a  great  pleasure  to  realize  with  what  fidelity  and  good  spirit 
our  employees  attend  to  their  various  duties. 


11 

During  the  year  President  Taft,  distinguished  Americans  and  for- 
eigners of  rank  have  placed  wreaths  on  the  Tomb,  when  they  have 
come  to  Mount  Vernon  to  pay  Wibute  to  the  memory  of  Washington. 

On  the  22nd  of  last  May,  when  the  L'Enfant  Monument  was  unveiled 
at  Arlington,  a  wreath,  made  of  leaves  from  our  historic  boxwood  and 
magnolia  tree,  was  sent  from  Mount  Vernon,  in  memory  of  the  skilled 
French  engineer  whom  our  first  President  chose  to  lay  out  "The  Terri- 
tory of  Columbia,"  and  the  "City  of  Washington." 

Last  winter  an  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  individuals  who  failed 
to  appreciate  our  management  and  the  rights  we  possess  under  our 
Charter  to  have  it  revoked  by  the  Virginia  Legislature.  Having  this 
object  in  view,  they  had  a  bill  introduced  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  General  Laws.  I  was  at  once 
notified  of  this  proceeding,  and  wrote  Mrs.  Ball,  authorizing  her,  as  Vice 
Regent  for  Virginia,  to  have  control  of  the  management  of  the  matter, 
as  it  was  a  State  question.  Her  own  report  will  explain  what  she  found 
necessary  to  do.  The  charges  were  so  unjust  that  the  Committee 
refused  to  consider  them,  because  "the  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  with- 
out authority  to  revoke  or  take  away  the  Charter  under  which  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  is  now  operating,  and  so  long  as  the 
laws  of  the  State  or  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  are  not  violated,  the 
Association  is  free  from  State  interference."  Our  Charter  can  alone 
be  forfeited  "by  abuse  of  its  power,  or  non-use  of  its  power."  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  protects  us  so  long  as  we  keep  Mount 
Vernon  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Washington. 

Early  in  1858,  when  Virginia  gave  us  our  Charter,  vesting  the  title 
in  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union,  our  first  Regent 
was  busily  engaged  in  selecting  the  first  appointed  Vice  Regents,  who 
aided  her  in  raising  the  necessary  purchase  money  for  Mount  Vernon. 
Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  just  appointed  by  her  Treasurer  of  the  Associa- 
tion, wrote  to  ask  what  qualifications  were  necessary  for  acceptable 
service  on  the  Board.  Her  reply  was  this:  "The  qualifications  needed 
on  the  part  of  a  lady  are  that  she  shall  be  of  a  family  whose  social 
position  would  command  the  confidence  of  the  State,  and  enable  her  to 
enlist  the  aid  of  persons  of  the  widest  influence.  She  must  be  in 
independent  circumstances,  as  the  office  is  not  a  salaried  one,  and 
attending  the  annual  meetings  would  involve  some  expense.  She  must 
be  able  to  command  considerable  leisure,  as  the  duties  will  require 
much  time  until  stipulated  funds  are  raised.  She  should  also  possess 
liberal  patriotism,  energy  of  character,  cultivation  of  mind,  and  such  a 
combination  of  mental  powers  as  will  insure  that  she  shall  wisely  and 
judiciously  exercise  the  power  of  voting  in  Grand  Council  upon  the 
future  guardianship  and  improvement  of  Mount  Vernon." 
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Miss  Cunningham  and  that  distinguished  Board  redeemed  their  first 
pledge  when  Mount  Vernon  was  paid  for  fifty-three  years  ago.  Imbued 
with  the  same  patriotic  spirit,  their  successors  have  faithfully  kept  the 
other  pledges  to  provide  for  maintenance,  security  and  repair,  and  for 
more  than  half  a  century  have  maintained  the  high  standards  that 
have  from  the  beginning  characterized  the  management  of  this  Mecca 
of  the  Nation. 

There  is  no  record  of  failure  on  the  part  of  any  Vice  Regent  to  fulfill 
these  inherited  obligations.  In  reviewing  the  wonderful  work  accom- 
plished by  the  original  Board,  each  generation  since  could  well  say, 
''We  were  then  alive  in  our  predecessors,  and  they  in  their  successors 
do  live  stUl." 

We  have  much  satisfaction  in  realizing  that  our  patriotic  countrymen 
and  the  distinguished  foreigners  who  come  here  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Washington  appreciate  our  eflTorts  to  keep  Mount  Vernon  as 
nearly  as  it  is  possible  in  its  original  state  of  quiet  and  dignified  sim- 
plicity, where  alone  one  can  learn  something  of  the  domestic  life  of  oar 
great  hero. 

All  who  visit  Mount  Vernon  should  come  "with  reverent  hearts,  as 
worshippers  before  a  shrine." 

Trusting  that  God  will  guide  us  in  our  deliberations  at  this  Council, 
I  am 

Your  friend  and  Regent, 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 
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MEMORIALS 


In  Memobiam. 
Mrs.  Justine  Van  Ricnsselaeb  Townsend. 

As  we  face  Eternity,  which  we  do  when  in  thought  we  go  with  a 
dearly  loved  friend  to  'Vhere  the  waves  of  time  beat  on  the  shores 
of  Eternity/'  the  things  of  time  fade  in  the  thought  of  the  larger 
life  beyond;  we  are  swept  out  of  mortal  life  into  the  divine  Eternal 
Life,  the  meaning  of  which  is  God.  But  it  is  in  Time,  in  this  mortal 
life,  that  the  record  is  made;  the  determining  influences  are  at  work 
that  make  for  weal  or  woe  in  immortal  life.  To  the  faithful  is  the 
award  given,  ''Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

In  sorrowing  for  our  beloved  Honorary  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van 
Rensselaer  Townsend,  we  sorrow  not  without  hope  that  joy  is  her 
portion,  for  she  loved  and  served  her  Master,  and  loved  and  served 
her  fellow-men. 

Mrs.  Townsend,  nee  Justine  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born  in  Albany, 
New  York,  September  18,  1828,  and  she  died  in  New  York  City,  April 
6,  1912.  Reared  in  a  Christian  home  of  refinement  and  culture,  and 
early  instructed  in  the  principles  of  "nohlese  oblige/*  she  was  well 
fitted  by  her  training  to  fill  the  prominent  social  and  official  life 
which  was  her  portion.  Travel  broadened  her  sympathies  and  expe- 
riences and  the  aim  to  live  up  to  her  name,  "Justine,"  as  she  has 
told  us  her  father  in  her  youth  admonished  her  to  do,  made  her 
charitable  and  dispassionate  in  her  judgments  of  others.  She  was 
gifted  with  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  which  added  charm  and  brilliancy 
to  her  conversation  and  helped  her  through  many  embarrassments 
and  perplexities. 

Mrs.  Townsend  was  very  active  and  devoted  in  her  Christian  and 
church  work.  Her  deeply  religious  feeling  gave  the  keynote  to  her 
character. 

In  1873  Mrs.  Townsend  became  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  for 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association.  It  was  under  her  direction 
that  the  Banquet  Hall  at  Mount  Vernon  was  so  beautifully  restored 
and  refurnished,   and   she  was  always  generous  in  her  contributions 
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to  other  restorations.  On  the  death,  of  Mrs.  Laugh  ton,  in  1891,  Mrs. 
Townsend  succeeded  to  the  Regency  of  the  Association,  and  many  of 
us  can  witness  to  the  enthusiastic  devotion  with  which  she  adminis- 
tered her  office.  Wise  in  council,  temperate  in  judgment  and  sympa- 
thetic, she  seemed  like  a  Mother  Regent  to  all  her  associates.  In 
emphasizing  her  large-heartedness  I  would  not  overlook  her  strengtli 
of  character.  True  and  simple  herself,  she  could  not  brook  anything 
that  savored  of  pretension  or  insincerity,  and  she  did  not  hesitate  to 
rebuke  any  such  manifestation. 

Other  associations  have  their  mead  of  praise  for  Mrs.  Townsend, 
but  none  can  offer  a  higher  tribute  of  praise  than  the  members  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  in  saying  that  we  all  loved  her 

And  now  the  "Seal  of  Death — God's  divine  seal  upon  the  progress 
of  the  soul" —  is  set  upon  our  beloved  Honorary  Regent,  and  she  has 
gone  ''Where  life's  long  shadows  break  in  endless  love." 

"Angels  of  Jesus,  Angels  of  light, 
Singing  to  welcome  the  pilgrims  of  the  night." 


In  Memobiam. 

Mbs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandbau, 
Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota,  1889-1911. 

Died  December  5,  1911. 

"Dear  friend  who  did  not  tarry  for  good-bye, 
But  swiftly  took  the  heavenward  path  of  air." 

So  eloquent  is  death  that  any  attempt  to  record  the  noble  qualities 
of  one  whom  we  have  lost  is  as  nothing  in  the  presence  of  that  im- 
mortal silence.  Yet  would  we  fain  offer  our  humble  tribute  or  reverent 
bow  to  the  comrade  who  has  for  twenty-three  years  been  with  us, 
and  who  has  given  her  devotion  and  her  loving  aid  to  our  work  with 
an  untiring  interest.  One  asks  how  could  so  frail  and  spiritual  a 
form  support  so  energetic  and  strong  a  character  as  was  that  of  Mrs. 
Flandrau  ? 

And  yet  her  wise  judgment,  her  fine  intellect,  her  breadth  of  mind, 
her  store  of  information,  her  unfailing  vitality  were  most  remarkable. 

She  possessed,  as  well,  an  indefinable  charm  and  grace  and  an  at* 
traction  which  was  felt  by  all,  and  served  to  gather  about  her  mueb 
of  love  and  sympathy. 
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Above  all  and  most  evident  was  the  simplicity  of  her  character  and 
her  unselfish  nature,  her  entire  truthfulness  and  her  loyalty. 

Truly  hers  was  the  rare  combination  of  mind  and  heart  that  forms 
the  perfect  woman. 

Ab  was  her  gentle  life  such  was  her  passing  away.  Chatting  with 
one  of  her  family,  she  remarked  that  she  ''felt  a  little  tired"  and 
went  to  her  sofa,  but  ere  her  head  reached  her  pillow  she  had  taken 
the  heavenward  path. 


<f 


€k>d  keep  her  in  His  safe,  sure  Paradise, 
And  let  us  find  her  welcome  there." 

Resolution  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  Vice, Regent  for  the  District 
of   Columbia: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes,  Vice  Regent 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  this  association  has  sustained  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  oldest  members,  and  of  one  who  in  the  early  days  of 
stress  was  most  valuable  and  active  in  her  assistance.  Some  of  the 
Washington  relics  were  brought  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Mrs.  Barnes 
and  the  room  assigned  to  the  District  of  Columbia  was  furnished 
by  her.  She  was  one  of  the  last  Vice  Regents  appointed  by  Miss 
Cunningham,  in  1873.  Though  of  late  years  her  health  forbade  her 
attending  Council,  she  never  lost  her  interest  in  the  work  of  caring 
for  Mount  Vernon  nor  her  place  in  the  hearts  of  those  with  whom 
she  was  associated. 


L 
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STATE  REPORTS 


ALABAMA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  R^;eiit  for  Alabama  has  little  to  report,  except  the  di»* 
tribution  of  our  literature,  talks  made  before  schools,  and  the  dans- 
tion  of  an  old  Mount  Vernon  flag  to  a  schoolhouse  in  one  of  our  old 
Revolutionary  towns. 

At  the  request  of  one  of  our  city  editors,  an  article  was  written  and 
accepted  explaining  the  character  and  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  kindly  and  cordial  response  of  our  Congressional  representatiTcs 
when  appealed  to  for  indorsement  and  aid  was  most  gratifying,  and 
indicates  a  more  intelligent  and  appreciative  attitude  towards  our 
work  than  ever  before. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Alabama. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

I  regret  that  illness  has  forbidden  any  effort  for  work  for  Mount 
Vernon,  except  the  usual  distribution  of  reports.  I  have  sent  to  our 
Assistant  Superintendent's  charge  a  number  of  copies  of  minutes  and 
reports  of  past  Councils  that  are  much  in  demand  for  the  files  required 
for  the  newly  appointed  Vice  Regents. 

By  order  of  the  Regent  that  a  second  appeal  should  be  made  to  the 
Senators  and  members  of  Congref«s  for  this  association  in  the  protection 
of  Mount  Vernon,  I  wrote  our  representatives  begging  for  their  interest 
in  the  bill  to  place  the  Bel  voir  tract  in  the  custody  of  the  War  De- 
partment.   I  received  in  answer  cordial  assurance  of  their  support 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Vice  Regent  for  Connecticut 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  California  regrets  being  absent  from  Council 
this  year  and  encloses  a  cheque  for  $200.00  to  be  used  as  the  Regent 
sees  proper. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST, 

Vice  Regent  for  California. 
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DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware  reports  the  distribution  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association  reports  for  1911  in  her  State,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  Regent  wrote  the  necessary  letters  about  the  Belvoir  tract. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VICTORINE  E.  FOSTER, 
Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  C^rgia  unites  with  all  our  association  in  sorrow 
for  the  death  of  our  beloved  Honorary  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van 
Rensselaer  Townsend,  wlio  for  thirty-three  years  served  Mount  Vernon 
so  skillfully  and  faithfully.  Her  unusual  ability,  her  loyalty,  her 
exquisite  refinement  and  tact,  gave  her  power  of  rare  quality  in 
the  high  positions  she  held.  She  has  left  an  example  for  us  to  follow 
worthy  of  our  respect,  admiration  and  love. 

Letters  to  the  Georgia  Senators  and  representatives  were  written, 
asking  their  assistance  in  having  the  Belvoir  tract  transferred  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  received  courteous  replies, 
promising  assistance. 

Your  Vice  Regent  has  sent  a  small  antique  divan,  to  be  placed  im 
Mrs.  Washington's  sitting-room,  in  place  of  the  sofa  removed;  also 
oleander  plants  for  the  greenhouse. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 
Vice  Regent  for  Georgia. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  sent  five  reports  of  Council,  1911,  including  one 
to  the  Grovemor  of  the  State,  and  the  Chicago  Historical  Society. 

On  February  22d  a  children's  club  contributed  $23  to  the  Vice  Regent 
and  Mrs.  J.  Howland  Thompson  sent  $50  in  March  for  vines  and  shrubs, 
making  $73  contributed  in  Chicago  in  1911. 

The  Vice  Regent  reports  the  expenditure  contributed  in  the  year  1909 
for  Grounds  Committee  $149.47.  The  expenditure  was  $132.10,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $17.37. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  T.  LEITER, 

Vice  Regent  for  Illinois. 
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KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  reports  a  gift  of  twenty-five  dollars 
for  the  Kentucky  room  at  Mount  Vernon  from  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Also  from  Mrs.  Simon  Bolivar  Buckner,  of  Kentucky,  the  original 
letter  addressed  to  Congress  by  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Bassett,  when, 
as  owner  of  the  Washington  Family  Bible,  she  desired  to  sell  it  to  the 
Nation.  Mrs.  Buckner  asks  that  this  letter  be  placed  with  the  Bible, 
now  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Also  some  photographs  sent  by  Mr.  John  Anderson,  of  Lambertsville, 
New  Jersey,  being  copies  taken  from  daguerreotype  copies  of  portraits 
of  Greneral  and  Mrs.  Washington,  of  which  George  W.  P.  Cuatis,  writing 
from  Arlington  House,  July  7,  1848,  says :  *'The  daguerreotype  likenesses 
of  General  and  Mrs.  Washington,  taken  by  Mr.  John  S.  Grubb,  of 
Alexandria,  are  accurate  copies  of  the  original  paintings,  now  in  my 
possession.  That  of  the  Chief,  which  is  a  very  fine  likeness,  was  taken  in 
17^6,  by  Sharpless,  and  the  miniature  of  Mrs.  Washington,  which  has 
been  pronounced  by  some  of  the  best  artists  as  a  most  exquisite  pro- 
duction, is  by  Robinson,  1790.*'  (Signed,  George  W.  P.  Custis.)  Other 
photographs  are  of  Washington's  headquarters  at  Lambertsville,  N.  Ji 
and  of  his  fishing  tackle,  owned  by  the  family  of  that  place. 

I  also  report  the  opportunity  given  the  Association  to  purchase  a 
bookcase  devised  in  the  Will  of  Mary  Ball  Washington  to  her  grand- 
son. Fielding  Lewis,  and  from  him,  in  direct  descent,  becoming  the 
property  of  John  C.  Lewis,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Lewis  gen- 
erously offered  this  valuable  relic  to  Mount  Vernon  at  one-half  the  es- 
timated price.  The  proof  of  its  genuineness  being  absolutely  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Relics,  Council  accepted 
Mr.  Lewis'  offer,  with  thanks  for  his  generosity,  and  the  bookcase  »* 
now  the  property  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Kentucky  Senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  responded 
promptly  and  favorably  to  our  appeal  for  aid  in  the  matter  of  tw 
Belvoir  estate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARETTA  BARRET, 

Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky- 


MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Maine  reports  that  in  response  to  a  request  t^o 
the  Regent  she  wrote  to  the  Senator  from  her  district,  and  recei 
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from  him  a  most  courteous  letter,  saying  we  might  rest  assured  he 
would  not  endorse  any  measure  detrimental  to  Mount  Vernon. 

She  also  has  distributed  postal  cards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  H.  RICHARDS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maine. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland  collected  three  hundred  dollars  in 
her  State  as  a  contribution  towards  the  purchase  of  the  original 
grant  of  Mount  Vernon  from  Lord  Culpeper  to  John  Washington 
and  Nicholas  Spencer.  One  thousand  dollars  was  needed  to  purchase 
this  interesting  document.  California  and  Michigan  gave  five  hun- 
dred dollars  and  two  hundred  dollars,  respectively.  The  ready  re- 
sponse to  the  appeal  and  interest  shown  by  the  subscribers  were  most 
gratifying  and  made  an  agreeable  experience  of  what  is  usually  an 
unpleasant  task. 

The  Vice  Regent  was  again  obliged  to  enlist  the  interest  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  from  Maryland  in  urging  the  transfer  of  Belvoir 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  War  Department.  Courteous  replies  were 
received  from  all. 

Miss  Sharpe  presented  two  photographs  of  Woodlawn  before  any 
restorations  or  additions  were  made  for  the  Nellie  Custis  room. 
These  have  been  suitably  framed  and  hung. 

New  rag  carpet  has  been  provided  for  the  room,  which  has  been 
freshened  with  pjlnt  and  calcimine  and  looks  very  attractive. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts  is  glad  to  report  that  the  interest 
in  Mount  Vernon  is  undiminished  in  her  State,  and  that  there  is  an 
ardent  desire  to  safeguard  its  surroundings  in  every  way,  and  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Association. 

Personally  she  has  added  a  few  books  to  the  library,  the  same  as 
those  owned  by  Washington. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 

Vice  Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  reports  a  contribution  of  $325.00 
made  by  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society.  Seventy-five  dollars  of 
this  amount  will  reimburse  the  Association  for  the  advance  made  to 
the  Vice  Regent  last  year  to  meet  the  last  payment  upon  the  Mary 
Ball  Washington  chair.  Two  hundred  dollars  is  pledged  for  a  contri- 
bution for  the  purchase  of  the  original  grant  of  5,000  acres  made  by 
Lord  Culpeper  to  John  Washington  and  Nicholas  Spencer.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  amount  contributed  by  the  Detroit  Society  will  be 
expended  as  oppoi-tunity  occurs  for  securing  some  valuable  relic 

The  Mount  Vernon  Auxiliary  Society  of  Detroit  has  had  a  successful 
year  in  carrying  out  an  interesting  program,  and  in  its  generous  con- 
tribution to  the  Vice  R^;ent  for  her  work  at  Mount  Vernon.  It  is  due 
to  this  auxiliary  society  that  the  Vice  Regent  has  never  been  obliged 
to  come  single-handed  to  the  Councils.  Mrs.  Sullivan,  of  New  York, 
after  an  enjoyable  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  contributed  five  dollan 
for  the  Vice  Regent's  work. 

In  response  to  the  Regent's  request,  the  Vice  Regent  wrote  to  the 
Senators  from  Michigan,  asking  for  their  favorable  consideration  of  the 
bill  before  Congress  to  use  the  Belvoir  property  as  a  mounted  military 
training  school.  She  received  very  courteous  replies,  with  promises 
to  aid  the  measures. 

The  Vice  Regent  distributed  three  dozen  copies  of  the  reports. 

She  has  given  three  talks  upon  Mount  Vernon,  one  before  a  chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  other  two  before 
the  Detroit  Society.  t 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
Vice  Regent  for  Michigan. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 

Your  Vice  Regent  reports  that  with  the  kind  permission  of  the 
Regent,  after  adjournment  of  last  Council,  she  was  able  to  add  100 
feet  to  the  wall  by  the  North  Lodge  Gate. 

A  lecture  on  Mount  Vernon,  with  very  interesting  stereopticon  views, 
was  given  a  number  of  times  by  a  friend  of  the  Vice  Regent  and 
aroused  much  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 
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MISSISSIPPI  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  nothing  of  real  interest  to  report,  except  the  prospect  of  ob- 
taining the  shingles  required  for  recovering  the  Mansion.  I  made 
repeated  efforts  to  find  a  reliable  party  to  furnish  these  and  hope  that 
my  latest  effort  may  prove  successful. 

The  prizes  for  the  best  essay  on  the  ''Home  of  Washington"  were 
offered  again  to  the  same  schools,  but  only  two  accepted — ^the  one  at 
Yazoo  City  and  at  Greenville.  It  appears  that  other  patriotic  or- 
ganizations were  already  giving  prizes  for  essays  on  historical  subjects 
so  that  others  on  similar  topics  could  not  be  undertaken. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JONES  RICKS, 

Vice  Regent  for  Mississippi. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey  regrets  exceedingly  that  she  cannot 
be  present  at  the  meeting  of  Council  this  year. 

She  has  nothing  to  report  from  her  State  but  the  gift  of  ten  dollars 
($10)  from  the  Boudenot  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  This  chapter  has  always  taken  a 
great  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  and  frequently  sends  donations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  Jersey. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

As  successor  to  our  late  Regent,  I  feel  that  words  are  impossible  to 
express  my  sense  of  indebtedness  to  her  for  having  appointed  me  to  be 
Vice  Regent  for  New  York;  my  attachment  to  her  was  very  great;  her 
loss  will  always  be  fresh  with  me;  her  devotion  and  tact  a  great  ex- 
ample. 

A  gift  from  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  of  a  decanter  used  at  Mount 
Vernon  by  General  George  Washington,  passed  to  Bushrod  C.  Wash- 
ington in  1847,  is  reported. 

Also,  a  gift  from  Mr.  Clarence  Mackay  of  a  map,  the  combat  of 
Gloucester,  the  25th  of  November,  1777,  the  American  forces  being  com- 
manded by  Lafayette,  and  the  English  by  Lord  Comwallis. 

Also,  a  gift  of  a  pin  cushion  by  the  daughters  of  Mr.  John  V.  L. 
Pruym,  of  Albany  (Mrs.  W.  G.  Rice,  and  Mrs.  Hamlin),  embroidered 
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at  Mount  Vernon  by  Martha  Washington,  "a  gift  to  my  father  hj 
John  Martin,  of  Clifton,  Fairfax  County,  Virginia." 

At  the  request  of  our  Regent  I  wrote  to  our  representatives  in  Con- 
gress and  had  most  interested  answers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AMY  TOWNSEND, 

Vice  Regent  for  New  York. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

Copies  of  the  report  of  our  last  Council  were  sent  to  the  State  and 
other  public  and  school  libraries.  Copies  of  the  history  of  Miss  Cun- 
ningham's work  for  Mount  Vernon  were  distributed.  Guide  Books 
and  Post  Cards  have  been  a  gratification,  sometimes  to  people  of 
mature  years,  as  well  as  to  those  younger,  and  also  to  children. 

Our  Senators  indicated  by  letters  their  favorable  support  of  Sena- 
tor Martin's  bill  in  the  Senate  for  Mount  Vernon's  protection. 

To  the  senior  classes  of  each  of  the  three  colleges  for  girls  in  Ba- 
leigh — St.  Mary's,  Peace  Institute,  and  Meredith — some  of  our  historic 
ivy  was  sent  for  planting  on  their  respective  class  days  last  spring. 
Expressions  of  appreciation  were  made  not  only  by  the  young  lady 
students,  but  also  by  their  teachers. 

North  Carolina  asks  the  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Relics  to 
accept  fifty  dollars  to  be  used  according  to  their  discretion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIA  M.  ANDREWS, 
Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina. 


OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

Owing  to  continued  ill  health  the  Vice  R^ent  for  Ohio  has  been 
unable  to  do  anything  for  Mount  Vernon,  except  distribute  the  reports 
to  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  State,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  Regent  she  has  also  written  to  the  two  United  States  Senators 
from  her  State  enlisting  their  interest  in  r^ard  to  the  proposed  dis- 
position of  Bel  voir. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  D.  IRWIN, 
Vice  Regent  for  Ohio. 
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OREGON  STATE  REPORT. 

Owing  to  the  absence,  or  to  committee  work  of  other  importance 
by  members  of  the  Library  Committee,  I  have,  with  Mr.  Young's  assist- 
ance, prepared  a  new  catalogue,  including  books  added  during  the  last 
few  years,  and  am  now  arranging  it  according  to  cases. 

I  have  also,  at  the  request  of  the  Regent,  written  and  telegraphed 
to  both  Senators  from  Oregon,  asking  them  to  use  their  influence  to  sup- 
port the  bill  presented  by  Senator  Martin,  of  Virginia,  giving  the 
Secretary  of  War  jurisdiction  over  the  Belvoir  tract,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  Senator  Chamberlain,  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
asking  his  kind  offices  in  favoring  the  transfer  of  the  Mounted  Service 
School  to  that  tract.  Both  sent  prompt  and  favorable  replies,  for 
which  I  sent  my  personal  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  F.  FAILING, 

Vice  Regent  for  Oregon. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania  reports  the  distribution  of  a  large 
number  of  copies  of  the  Memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham. 

At  the  request  of  the  Regent  she  inspected  the  Lafayette  collection 
of  Washington  Relics,  and  after  consultation  with  the  Vice  Regent  for 
New  York,  decided  it  would  be  linwise  to  purchase. 

The  Pennsylvania  room,  to  be  occupied  in  the  future,  as  always  in 
the  past,  by  the  Regent,  has  had  the  bed  curtains  replaced  by  new 
ones,  and  linen,  etc.,  supplied. 

In  the  winter  of  1912  the  Vice  Regent  of  Pennsylvania  had  the  as- 
surance of  the  two  Senators  of  her  State  that  they  would  look  after 
Mount  Vernon's  interests  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLEN  WALN  HARRISON, 
Vice  Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island  has  to  report  replacing  in  school 
gardens  such  Mount  Vernon  oaks  as  had  died  during  the  winter. 

Appeals  were  made  to  the  Rhode  Island  Senators  to  help  in  sup- 
porting the  amendment  preserving  Mount  Vernon  from  the  penal  set- 
tlement at  Belvoir. 

Mount  Vernon  literature  was  distributed  as  usual. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN, 
Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina  has  no  active  work  to  report 

Letters  and  telegrams  were  sent  to  Senators  and  Congressmen,  ask- 
ing their  support  to  the  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  property. 

Memorials  and  reports  of  the  Association  were  distributed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE, 
Vice  Regent  for  South  Carolina. 

TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee  has  to  report  the  distribution  of 
Mount  Vernon  literature  to  the  Historical  Society,  the  libraries  and 
colleges  throughout  the  State. 

In  response  to  a  letter  from  the  Regent,  she  wrote  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Military  Affairs  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  ask  his  influence 
in  favor  of  moving  the  Mounted  Service  Riding  School  from  Fort  Riley, 
Kansas,  to  Bel  voir,  Virginia.  A  most  courteous  reply  was  received 
promising  support  in  all  pertaining  to  Mount  Vernon  interests. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  begun  the  formation  of  a  Mount  Vernon  auxiliary 
society  throughout  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB, 
Vice  Regent  for  Tennessee. 

TEXAS  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  Vice  Regent  for  Texas  reports  that 
100  feet  has  been  added  to  the  brick  wall  which  Texas  began,  but  had 
not  finished.    This  work  was  done  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri. 

In  Ihe  spring  oleanders  were  sent  to  be  planted  in  the  garden. 

The  Texas  Senators  responded  in  a  most  cordial  manner  to  the  app«^ 
made  to  them  to  aid  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  in  preserving  ^^om 
desecration  the  home  of  Washington. 

Efforts  were  made  to  secure  shingles  suitable  for  use  on  the  Biansion, 
and  a  favorable  bid  made,  which  it  is  hoped  may  meet  with  the  sp* 
proval  of  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY, 

Vice  Regent  for  Texas. 
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VERMONT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Vermont  reports  that  she  wrote  to  the  Vermont 
Senators,  at  the  request  of  the  Regent,  asking  their  interest  in  regard 
to  the  bill  for  the  transfer  of  the  Belvoir  site  to  the  War  Department 
for  use  as  a  school  of  equitation,  etc.  The  Senators  wrote  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  do  all  they  could  to  protect  Mount  Vernon. 

Reports  were  distributed  to  libraries  in  Vermont,  and  a  few  sets 
of  Mount  Vernon  postal  cards  were  given  to  some  of  the  schools  in 
Windsor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  EVARTS, 
Vice  Regent  for  Vermont. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  has  distributed  many  reports  in  her 
State,  and  has  placed  the  delightful  book  written  by  Dr.  Thomas  Nelson 
Page  in  the  State  Library,  and  at  the  Virginia  Historical  Society 
rooms,  and  in  the  Rosemary  Public  Library. 

Near  to  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  the  Virginia  Legislature 
non-residents  of  the  State  presented  an  appeal  asking  the  abolishment 
of  the  entrance  fee  to  Mount  Vernon.  This  appeal  was  referred  to 
a  committee.  Unfounded  statements  demanded  refutation  and  the  Vice 
Regent  secured  legal  counsel  to  represent  this  association. 

The  former  Attorney  Creneral  of  Virginia,  Hon.  William  A.  Anderson, 
of  our  Advisory  Committee,  published  a  pamphlet  defining  the  legal 
position  of  our  association. 

The  antifee  matter  was  dropped  in  committee  and  the  bill  was  not 
reported  in  the  House. 

It  remains  for  the  Regent  to  give  details  to  Council. 

The  Vice  Regent  has  published  a  small  booklet  for  general  distribu- 
tion in  Virginia.  It  contains  needed  information  concerning  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  Association,  and  also  the  story  of  how  the  women 
of  the  Nation   purchased   Washington's  Home. 

She  has  collected  historical  data,  fathered  from  English  authorities 
concerning  Washington's  maternal  ancestry,  which  she  will  embody  in  a 
published  sketch. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  here  puts  on  record  her  great  personal 
loss  in  the  passing  away  of  our  dearly  beloved  Honorary  Regent,  Mrs. 
Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend.  She  was  a  great  and  noble  woman, 
wise,  true,  strong,  and  a  tender  loving  friend.  Qod  never  made  woman 
on  a  lovelier  plan.     Her  memory  cannot  fade. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
Vice  Regent  for  Virginia. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia  has  to  report  the  usual  distribu- 
tion of  reports  and  some  copies  of  the  Life  of  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham. 

She  is  also  glad  to  report  the  hearty  support  on  the  part  of  the 
West  Virginia  Senators  of  all  measures  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  protection  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Vice  Regent  for  West  Virginia. 


WASHINGTON  STATE  REPORT. 

Owing  to  absence  from  home  all  winter,  the  Vice  Regent  for  Wash- 
ington has  but  little  to  report. 

Letters  and  telegrams  were  sent  as  requested  by  the  R^nt  to 
Senators  and  Congressmen,  who  are  attending  strictly  to  everything 
pertaining  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  reports  of  1911  were  distributed  as  usual  to  libraries,  schools 
and  individuals. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY, 
Vice  Regent  for  Washington. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


To  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  of  the 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies*  Association  of  the  Union. 

Ladies:  This,  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  Apri' 
30,  1912,  is  respectfully  submitted.  It  treats  of  a  period  fraught  with 
much  activity,  anxiety  and  distress. 

Thrice  was  the  Mount  Vernon  flag  lowered  as  a  symbol  of  mourning 
for  members  of  the  Association  whose  life-long  work  for  the  cause 
ended  with  death.  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Vice  Regent  for  Minnesota;  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Mrs.  Townsend, 
the  Honorary  Regent,  passed  away  in  the  order  named.  These  sad 
occurrences  cast  over  us  a  gloom  of  unusual  affliction.  Floral  tributes 
were  sent  and  the  flag  remained  at  half  mast  until  the  final  obsequies. 
It  is  with  a  feeling  of  great  personal  sadness  that  I  reflect  upon  the 
long  list  (now  numbering  thirty)  of  those  now  gone  to  their  rest  since 
the  beginning  of  my  service  with  the  Association. 

TOMB. 

Reverential  tributes  to  the  memory  of  Washington  were  evidenced 
by  the  following  long  list  of  visitors  who  asked  the  privilege  of  placing 
wreaths  or  other  handsome  floral  pieces  in  the  Tomb: 

May  12,  1911 — ^Madam  Ambrozovics,  Budapest,  Hungary. 

May  24,  1911 — ^The  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society. 

May  24,  1911 — ^The  John  Hay  Republican  Association,  AUentown,  Pa. 

May  27,  1911 — The  International  Union  for  Protection  of  Patents. 

May  30,  1911 — ^Decoration   Day.     Wreath   from  the  White  House. 

July  4,  1911— The  West  Street  School  of  Holyoke,   Mass. 

July  8,  1911 — Roman  Catholic  Teachers  of  the  U.  S.  and  Canada. 

Aug.  6,  1911 — ^Admiral  Togo,  with  the  Japanese  Ambassador  and 
suite. 

Sept.  28,  1911— The  Mystic  Order  of  Veiled  Prophets  of  the  En- 
chanted Realm. 

Sept.  29,  1911 — ^The  Independent  Order  of  Daughters  of  St.  George. 

Sept.  30,  1911 — Admiral  Goni,  of  the  Chilian  Navy. 

Oct.  6,  1911— The  Arion  Society  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Oct.  6,  1911 — ^The  National  German-American  Alliance. 

Oct.  6,  1911 — ^Ladies  of  the  South  Carolina  delegation.  National 
German-American  Alliance. 
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Oct.  18,  1911 — The  John  Hay  Republican  Association,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Nov.  16,  1911 — ^The  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics. 
Dec.  14,  1911 — Alexandria- Washington  Lodge,  No.  22. 
Dec.  14,  1911 — Fredericksburg  Lodge,  No.     4. 
Dec.  14,  1911— Washington  Lodge,  No.  21   (of  New  York). 
Feb.  12,  1912— The  Young  Australian  League   (40  boys). 
Feb.  22,  1912— The  President  of  the  United  States. 
Feb.  22,  1912. — ^The  George  Washington  Masonic  Memorial  Society. 
Feb.  22,  1912— The  Washington  Birthday  Association. 
April  20,  1912 — Children  of  the  American  Revolution. 
April  29,  1912 — ^M.  Hanotaux  and  other  distinguished  French  Dele- 
gates to  the  Champlain  celebration. 

BELVOIR. 

The  protection  of  Mount  Vernon  against  the  possible  menace  of  '^- 
desirable  neighbors,"  while  seemingly  accomplished  a  year  ago,  threat- 
ened again  when  it  was  learned  last  autumn  that  Congress  would  be 
asked  to  reverse  its  former  action  with  respect  to  the  proposed  crim- 
inal reformatory  at  Belvoir. 

Again  it  became  necessary  to  importune  our  friends  at  the  Capitol 
to  legislate  against  such  a  movement.  As  a  result  the  Senate  voted 
an  amendment  to  the  Military  Appropriation  bill,  transferring  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Belvoir  tract  to  the  War  Department. 

Last  November  I  had  the  honor  of  piloting  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Chief  of  Staff,  and  other  distinguished  officers  on  a  visit  of  in- 
spection of  Belvoir  to  determine  its  availability  for  army  purposes. 

The  final  action  of  Congress  upon  this  measure  is  awaited  with  keen 
interest. 

ANTIFEE  CRUSADE. 

A  cause  of  much  vexation  was  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  so- 
called  Antifee  Association  to  influence  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
against  us. 

The  attack  was  of  course  unwarrantable,  but  directed  so  suddenly 
and  unscrupulously  as  to  impress  in  its  favor  many  men  in  the  Legis- 
lature who  had  not  thoroughly  studied  the  situation.  A  hurry  caU 
by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Virginia  took  me  to  Richmond  with  literature 
and  data  which  was  needed  to  forestall  the  movement. 

The  Regent  has  explained  how  the  affair  terminated  with  the  de- 
feat of  our  accusers.  It  will  not  be  surprising  that  further  annoying 
efforts  will  be  made  by  these  people,  but  the  status  of  your  orgw""* 
tion  is  impregnable. 

Added  to  these  disturbing  episodes  was  a  year  of  remarkable  ex- 
tremes:    An  unusually  long  and  severe  drought  last  sununer,  which 
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practically  mined  the  crops;  this  followed  by  electric  storms,  which 
blasted  many  of  our  trees,  and  finally  a  winter  which,  though  not  begin* 
ning  in  force  until  after  Christmas,  was  more  disastrous  to  plant  life 
than  for  any  year  on  record.  Snow  and  ice  prevailed  until  well  along 
in  March.  These  unfavorable  conditions  of  weather  naturally  af- 
fected travel  and  reduced  our  income. 

The  Macalaster  suspended  its  daily  trips  on  December  23  and  did  not 
resume  until  the  18th  of  March. 

There  was  no  interruption  of  the  trolley  service. 

Our  books  show  a  total  of  113,494  visitors  during  the  twelvemonth. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  instructions  handed  me  at  last  Council  guided  my  endeavors, 
and,  with  the  exceptions  noted,  were  faithfully  followed. 

CARRIAGE  ROADS. 

Whereas  my  recommendation  that  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the 
worn  and  dusty  stretch  of  road  between  the  Tomb  and  wharf  would 
be  a  resurfacing  of  crushed  stone,  compacted  with  oil,  it  was  later 
decided,  because  of  the  expense  and  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  so  mod- 
ern a  method,  to  cover  with  clay-gravel. 

This  material  was  obtained  on  the  estate,  and  to  allay  dust  a  water- 
ing cart  was  purchased  by  the  direction  of  the  Regent.  Facilities 
for  supplying  the  water  required  for  sprinkling  the  lower  road,  as 
well  as  for  tub  plants  near  the  Tomb,  we  arranged  by  laying  a  branch 
pipe  from  the  service  main  at  the  stable. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  use  this  gravel  also  to  grade  at  several 
points  between  the  Mansion  and  West  Lodge  Gate. 

PAVEMENTS. 

The  attractions  of  the  Spinning  Room  for  visitors  caused  the  con- 
stant wearing  away  of  the  sodded  space  in  front  of  the  door.  The  only 
remedy  was  to  replace  the  .sod  with  brick,  and  the  pavement  from 
the  Watch  Room  to  the  Spinning  House  Gate  was,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
laid.  At  the  doorways  on  the  north  side  of  the  Quarters  the  Regent 
approved  substituting  bricks  for  the  stones  my  instructions  called 
for.  Where  frost  action,  followed  by  heavy  rains  in  March,  damaged 
some  of  the  pavements,  corrections  were  made. 

BUTLER  HOUSE  WALL. 

The  curved  brick  wall  adjoining  the  Butler's  House  had,  from  years 
of  frost  action,  been  gradually  forced  out  of  plumb.    It  was  necessary 
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to  take  it  all  down,  for  a  distance  of  fifty  feet.  In  order  that  the 
original  (Washington)  bricks  might  be  used  again  in  the  restort- 
tion,  extra  care  was  given  the  handling  and  cleaning  of  them.  In  pre- 
paring the  foundation,  reinforced  concrete  was  used  to  a  depth  of 
two  feet  underground,  and  the  superstructure  was  additionally 
strengthened  by  tie  rods  at  intervals  of  two  feet  to  prevent  any  tendency 
of  outward  pressure  ever  cracking  the  wall. 

The  ivy  which  had  covered  the  north  side  of  this  wall  was  temporarilj 
moved  and  subsequently  replanted  successfully. 

MANSION  REPAIRS. 

As  I  reported  at  last  Council,  several  of  the  rooms  in  the  Mansion 
required  attention,  and  for  this  I  had  to  employ  an  expert  who  conld 
give  his  entire  time  thereto.  During  February  and  March,  when  there 
were  few  visitors,  the  work  was  accomplished. 

The  River  Room  was  the  first  one  treated.  The  mantel  and  part  of 
the  cornice  had  become  loosened,  aud  the  walls  and  ceiling  were  dis- 
figured by  cracks.  Following  the  corrections  of  these  defects  the  room 
was  freshly  calcimined  and  painted.  The  Vice  Regent  for  Pennsyl- 
vania directed  me  to  renew  the  bed  drapery  and  mattress  and  supply 
additional  linen  for  this  room. 

Next  to  receive  attention  was  the  Green  Room.  You  will  remember 
that  for  many  years  the  wood  trimming  there  was  painted  green  and 
the  walls  calcimined  in  buff.  In  a  hidden  angle  of  the  cornice  we 
found  a  fragment  of  light  green  wall  paper,  proving  that  to  have  been 
the  original  color  and  the  reason  for  so  naming  the  room.  I,  therefore, 
had  the  walls  tinted  to  match  this  color;  also,  our  investigation  de 
termining  the  fact  that  the  woodwork  was  originally  white,  it  has 
been  so  restored. 

In  the  "Nellie  Custis  Room"  the  old  calcimine  had  begun  to  flake  ofT. 
This  had  all  to  be  removed  and  the  walls  pointed  and  sized  before 
a  finish  coat  could  be  applied.  The  woodwork  was  repainted;  a'* 
the  fireplace.  The  old  flooring  was  oiled  as  a  preservative  to  the 
wood  and  to  better  its  appearance. 

On  the  third  floor  the  "Spare  Room"  (furnished  by  Florida)  being 
used  so  much  as  a  passageway,  the  walls  and  woodwork  were  more 
or  less   discolored.     Here,   too,  essential   repairs  were  made. 

The  walls  of  the  narrow  stairways  leading  to  the  attic  were  contin- 
ually being  soiled  by  the  passing  of  visitors.  Calcimine  or  paper  there 
is  quickly  disfigured.  To  obviate  the  difficulty  as  far  as  po***"*^ 
I  had  these  surfaces  so  painted  that  stains  may  be  removed  by  washing. 

In  the  second  floor  hallwavs  the  "wear  and  tear"  of  the  wall  pap*^ 
was  corrected  by  patching.    This  we  frequently  have  to  do. 
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The  work  in  the  Music  Room  was  more  difficult  because  of  defective 
plastering.  Wherever  loosened  from  the  lathing  it  had  to  be  taken 
off  and  renewed.  The  hiding  of  cracks  and  joints  was  cleverly  done 
and  the  repainted  surfaces  were  carefully  stippled  as  before. 

The  Parlor  ceiling  was  painted,  the  paneled  walls  repaired  where 
necessary  and  the  original  colors  accurately  matched. 

In  the  Sitting  Room  and  main  hall,  where  the  shrinkage  of  the 
paneling  was  in  evidence,  repointing  was  about  all  required. 

A  rotted  timber  under  the  Library  porch,  also  a  portion  of  the  fio*  r- 
ing,  were  replaced  by  new  material.  Leaks  in  the  tin  roof  of  this  porch 
were  stopped  and  the  whole  roof  painted. 

Several  of  the  worst  worn  places  in  the  paving  of  the  East  Portico 
were  carefully  patched  with  cement. 

Proper  brushes  were  provided  for  removing  dust  from  the  Mansion 
shutters  and  a  superior  grade  of  rubber  matting  was  secured  as  pro- 
tection for  the  floors  and  stairs. 

REPAIRS  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  gatekeeper's  room  at  the  North  Lodge  Gate,  and  the  watchroom 
used  by  the  guards,  required  repairs  of  plaster  and  calcimining. 

Improvement  to  the  two  small  dormitories  over  the  Spinning  Room 
was  effected  by  increasing  to  full  height  the  frame  partitions,  providing 
adjustable  transoms  over  the  doors  and  changing  the  window  sash  to 
swing  instead  of  raise.  Creosote  was  applied  to  the  Spinning  imple- 
ments to  stop  dry  rot.  The  steps  at  the  entrance  door  were  strengtn- 
«ned. 

In  the  Palm  House  the  unsatisfactory  wooden  stages  were  replaced 
by  permanent  reinforced  concrete,  moulted  over  pipe  and  wire  franies 
in  sections  to  admit  of  their  being  moved  if  required.  The  interior 
brick  walls  were  whitewashed. 

Door  frames,  roof  ribs  and  the  supporting  plate  of  the  Carnation 
House  were  renewed  and  broken  glass  replaced. 

The  stages  and  other  woodwork  of  the  Rose  House  had  attention 

The  exterior  of  each  of  the  glasshouses  was  painted  and  ventilators 
readjusted. 

Smaller  mesh  copper  netting  was  procured  to  take  the  place  of  worn- 
out  window  screens  of  various  buildings. 

Servants'  rooms  were  disinfected. 

The  shingle  roofs  of  Smoke  House,  Carpenter  Shop,  Wash  Room, 
etc.,  were  repainted. 

Flooring  in  the  Carpenter  Shop  and  the  passage  way  at  entrance 
gate  was  patched. 
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Minor  repairs  were  required  for  cellar  doors,  door  steps,  gates, 
fences,  bridges,  power  pump,  drains,  gutters,  etc 

The  interiors  of  stables  were  whitewashed  and  kept  as  clean  as  pos- 
sible, and  a  vigorous  crusade  waged  against  rats. 

IMPLEMENT  SHED. 

Extension  of  sheds  for  housing  wagons  and  implements  was  accom- 
plished by  using  the  available  material  of  the  condemned  cow  barn. 

The  reroofing  of  the  older  sheds  had  to  be  postponed. 

HEATING  SYSTEM. 

In  June  the  grate  bars  and  shaking  mechanism  of  the  beating  plant 
were  removed  (as  usual)  and  all  the  bearings  liberally  coated  witb  a 
mixture  of  oil  and  graphite  as  a  rust  preventative.  On  making  a  pre- 
liminary test  before  starting  fires  in  the  autumn,  one  of  the  boilers 
(which  has  been  in  use  twelve  years  without  repair)  developed  weaic- 
ness  in  three  of  the  castings.  New  parts  were  inmiediately  ordered,  and 
after  the  difficult  task  of  taking  down  and  reassembling  the  sections 
was  accomplished,  both  the  boilers  and  the  adjacent  water  mains  were 
recovered  with  patent  insulating  material. 

TOMB  REPAIRS. 

Surface  cracks  of  the  cement  arch  covering  the  inner  vault  were 
filled  with  a  plastic  composition  to  allow  for  contraction  and  expan- 
sion. A  few  spots  were  patched  in  the  hidden  comers  of  the  vestibule 
ceiling  where  the  plaster  had  loosened  contact.  The  marble  sarcopbsgi 
and  memorial  shafts  were  cleaned  and  one  of  the  iron  gates  read- 
justed to  open  with  less  friction.  Young  growth  of  weeds  and  bushes 
within  the  brick  enclosure  were  removed. 

Woven  wire  netting  was  attached  to  the  inside  of  the  iron  feD<*  ^* 
closing  the  Old  Tomb,  to  prevent  visitors  reaching  through  and  p*^^' 
ing  the  myrtle. 

The  iron  work  at  both  tombs  was  repainted. 

BOUNDARY  WALL. 

Through   the  kindness  of  the  Vice   Regent   for  Missouri,  ^^^ 
frayed  the  expense  of  it,  an  addition  of  100  feet  now  lengthens  v"* 
north  boundary  wall,  which  was  begun  in  1905  by  the  Vice  Kege**^  '^ 
Texas. 

The  ivy  we  planted  along  this  new  portion  made  a  fair  start,  bo*  *^ 
winter  was  too  much  for  it. 
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GARDENS  AND  GROUNDS. 

It  is  lamentable,  indeed,  to  note  how  sadly  the  hedges,  vines  and  or- 
namental shrubs  were  affected  by  the  killing  frost  we  experienced.  We 
have  no  record  of  any  previous  occurrence  of  similar  severity.  That 
the  ivy  was  defoliated  and  tender  shrubbery  blighted  was  scarcely  to 
be  wondered  at,  but  our  surprise  was  indeed  great  when  the  venerable 
boxwood  hedges  failed.  We  were  most  particular,  during  every  snow 
fall,  to  prevent  such  accumulation  of  weight  as  might  cause  damage, 
and  our  guards  frequently  had  to  take  turns  at  night  in  brushing  the 
snow  from  these  relics  of  Washington's  planting. 

Of  course,  we  may  reasonably  expect  that  time  will  heal  these  de- 
fects,  now  so  glaring,  but  the  recovery  will  be  slow. 

The  historic  roses  planted  by  Washington  and  named  by  him,  one 
for  his  mother,  and  one  for  Nellie  Custis,  have  been  killed  to  the  ground, 
not,  however,  for  the  first  time.  Their  vigorous  rootage  will  qjiickly 
force  an  attractive  growth. 

The  young  hollies,  azaleas,  accubas,  etc.,  which  were  set  out  a  little 
over  a  year  ago,  have  (with  few  exceptions)  escaped  injury  and  are 
thriving.  Plants  of  box  (propagated  from  the  old  hedge  cuttings) 
were  placed  along  the  curved  walk  at  the  end  of  the  garden  to  mark, 
at  least,  where  the  original  hedge  had  once  flourished. 

The  Regent  also  directed  us  to  remove  several  spireas  and  other 
shrubs  which  had  outgrown  their  proper  room  in  the  garden.  The 
roots  of  these  were  separated  and  relegated  temporarily  to  the  proga- 
gating  lot.  This  spring  we  have  received  and  added  to  the  attractions 
of  the  garden  oleanders  sent  by  the  Vice  Regents  for  Georgia  and  Texas, 
and  Cristata  by  the  Vice  Regent  for  Delaware. 

Investigations  to  determine  the  character  of  our  soil,  (both  of  gardens 
and  farm,)  were  arranged  for  by  the  Regent.  Experts  detailed  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Soils,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  came 
last  autumn,  and,  by  boring  in  many  localities,  took  samples  of  surface 
loam  and  underlying  strata  for  analysis.  Their  verdict  was  that  lime 
was  needed  to  correct  acidity  and  that  freer  drainage  of  certain  por- 
tions of  the  flower  garden  was  essential.  They  advised  our  using 
crushed  limestone,  rather  than  burned  or  slack  lime,  in  order  to  effect 
gradual  and  more  lasting  action. 

The  Regent,  after  due  consideration,  directed  us  to  proceed  as 
advised.  After  difficulties  and  delays  we  succeeded  in  procuring  the 
desired  material.  The  samples  offered  were  submitted  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  for  analysis,  and,  it  being  decided  which  was  beet, 
we  secured  the  necessary  quantity  and  had  it  spaded  thoroughly  into 
the  flower  beds. 
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Test  borings  indicated  where  better  drainage  was  required,  to  secure 
which  it  was  only  necessary  to  probe  the  stratum  of  water-resisting 
clay  and  establish  proper  gravel  vents  into  the  porous  substratam. 

While  no  special  recommendations  were  made  by  the  experts  respect- 
ing the  kitchen  garden  soil,  they  approved  our  method  of  incorporating 
sand  and  plowing  under  leaves  to  lighten  the  stiff  clay. 

We  protected  the  ancient  fig  bushes  against  frost  by  flattening  and 
tying  the  branches  and  covering  them  deeply  with  leaves. 

The  wall  fruits  and  grape  vines  were  pruned  as  usual. 

Strawberries  stood  the  winter  well  and  now  promise  much  fruit 

Early  spring  planting  was  out  of  the  question,  because  of  continued 
wet  weather,  but  the  present  showing  is  reasonably  fair. 

The  excess  of  vegetables  and  fruit  last  summer  was  canned  for  win- 
ter use. 

Our  attention  to  lawns  and  grounds  generally  keeps  laborers  con- 
stantly busy.  Thoiigh  many  worn  places  in  the  turf  have  been  re- 
sodded,  there  is  more  to  be  done  in  that  respect  than  we  have  found 
proper  sod  for. 

SuflScient  myrtle  was  found  to  cover  bare  ground  under  the  ever- 
greens near  the  Mansion. 

In  borders  back  of  the  Quarters,  where  grass  would  not  flourish, 
cuttings  of  ivy  were  embedded  and  in  time  should  make  a  handsome 
effect  there. 

COBBLESTONE  GUTTERS. 

My  proposal  to  reconstruct  a  portion  of  the  gutter  bordering  the 
carriage  road  to  the  wharf  had  to  be  deferred,  owing  to  the  pressure  of 
more  important  work.  At  the  stable  watering  tub  a  space  was  ex- 
cavated and  a  cobblestone  pavement  laid  in  cement  as  an  essential 
permanent    improvement. 

TREES. 

Several  trees  in  the  deer  park  and  at  other  remote  points  were 
killed  or  injured  by  lightning  last  summer  and  had  to  be  taken  out 

A  disfiguring  tree  or  two  were  removed  from  near  the  summer' 
house,  also  some  volunteers  in  the  flower  garden  where  they  en- 
dangered the  box  hedge. 

Vistas  in  the  park,  and  the  one  opening  a  view  to  the  West  Lodge 
Gate,  were  benefited  by  cutting  away  the  encroaching  branches.  The 
willows  along  the  sea  wall  were  trimmed  to  make  them  less  top-hearf 
and  to  better  the  general  effect. 

A  number  of  young  persimmon  trees  were  set  out  in  the  deer  pw^t 
and  small  cedars  transplanted  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  evergreen  screens. 
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Two  Japanese  maples  were  removed  from  the  borders  of  the  bowling 
green,  as  ordered,  and  shipped  to  the  Vice  Regent  for  Georgia.  Sixty 
seedling  oaks  were  sent  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  to  replace  a  former 
unsuccessful  shipment.  Owing  to  the  unusually  long  drought  of  last 
summer  our  attempt  at  reforesting  one  of  the  distant  fields  proved  a 
failure. 

All  of  the  work  on  trees  was  accomplished  by  our  regular  laborers 
except  in  a  few  instances  where  the  climbing  was  particularly  hazard- 
ous, when  experts  were  employed. 

Efforts  were  made  to  propagate  from  seeds  and  cuttings  of  trees 
planted  by  Washington,  but  the  season  was  most  unfavorable  and 
we  must  continue  the  experiment. 

FARM. 

Our  farming  operations  last  season  were  handicapped  by  the  severe 
drought  of  June,  July  and  August.  As  a  result,  the  crops  were  all 
short  of  the  normal  yield. 

From  13  acres  of  oats  we  threshed  but  255  bushels.  From  a  like 
area  in  grass  14  tons  of  hay  were  secured.  We  made  381  bushels  of 
corn  from  9  acres.  In  preparation  for  the  latter  crop  the  reclaimed 
meadow  was  thoroughly  limed  and  cultivated. 

The  oat  stubble  (13  acres)  was  plowed  and  seeded  to  rye  for  turning 
under  again  this  spring.  Four  acres  of  crimson  clover  sown  in  Sep- 
tember now  shows  for  itself. 

During  the  winter,  when  hauling  was  possible,  manure  from  the 
compost  heap,  near  the  river,  was  used  for  the  kitchen  garden,  portions 
of  the  lawn,  and  for  top  dressing  the  grass  lots. 

To  better  the  uncared-for  appearance  of  the  eighteen-acre  field  set 
aside  for  reforesting,  the  Regent  authorized  me  to  plow  it  and  apply 
a  grass  mixture  suitable  to  conditions  there.    This  has  been  done. 

By  advice  of  experts  from  the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  an  experi- 
ment has  been  made  this  spring  to  improve  our  soil  by  using  slag,  a 
by-product  of  iron  foundries.  This  ingredient  is  rich  in  lime  and  phos* 
phoric  acid. 

Six  tons  of  Carnegie  slag  was  provided  gratis  by  the  Department 
and  one  and  a  half  tons  of  Thomas  slag  we  bought.  On  three  acres 
sown  in  oats  the  experiment  was  made  as  follows :  Gam^e  slag  on  one- 
third  of  the  lot,  Thomas  slag  on  another,  while  the  intervening  third 
remains  bare  of  improvement.  Comparison  of  results  should  determine 
the  relative  merits  of  treatment. 

When  weather  conditions  were  unfavorable  for  farming,  useful  work 
was  accomplished  by  grading  the  borders  of  the  meadows  where  drain 
tiles  had  been  laid,  and  by  cutting  weeds  and  sprouts  along  the  fence 
lines  of  the  estate. 


36 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Farm  Committee,  the  Vice 
Regent  for  California,  for  a  much-needed  broad-tire  wa^n,  a  cart  and 
a  surrey.  Our  teams  are  constantly  engaged  on  the  various  branches 
of  work  in  progress.  One  of  the  Kentucky  mules  was  lamed  for  several 
weeks.  When  the  steamboat  was  not  running  and  the  coach  service,  in 
consequence,  suspended,  the  big  Percherons  were  employed  hauling  ice, 
coal,  wood,  manure,*  etc. 

The  live  stock  consists  of  two  horses,  two  mules  and  eleven  deer,  and 
they  consume  about  all  we  raise  on  the  farm. 

In  the  storage  loft  of  the  deer  park  shelter  house  wire  netting  was 
used  to  protect  the  grain  from  depredations  by  squirrels. 

When,  as  it  frequently  happened,  the  ground  was  covered  with  deep 
snow,  quantities  of  wild  honeysuckle  was  cut  and  fed  to  the  deer. 

SANITARY  DRINKING  CUPS. 
Soon  after  last  Council  the  appliance  for  free  distribution  of  indi- 
vidual drinking  cups  was  installed.  After  several  weeks'  test  of  the 
device  it  was  found  that  the  rapid  exhaustion  of  our  supply  of  cups  was 
due  to  visitors  taking  away  dozens  at  a  time  as  souvenirs.  The  privi- 
lege was  so  abused  that  the  Regent  approved  substituting  a  cup  vendor, 
which  is  a  ''slot  machine."  Metal  disks,  free  to  all  on  application,  are 
provided,  so  that  but  one  cup  at  a  time  is  ejected  by  the  vendor.  Many 
persons  deem  it  more  convenient  to  use  pennies  rather  than  ask  for 
the  metal  disks.  As  a  result  the  accumulations  from  this  source  have 
been  considerable. 

GinDE  BOOKS. 

• 

The  exhaustion  last  sunmier  of  the  supply  of  Guide  Books  necessi- 
tated the  printing  of  an  additional  lot  to  last  until  the  new  and  re- 
vised edition  can  be  arranged  for. 

DR.  PAGE'S  BOOK. 
A  second  edition  of  Dr.  Page's  book  on  Mount  Vernon  was  author- 
ized by  Council  to  be  published  in  somewhat  cheaper  form  than  the 
first.    These  books  have  been  received,  but  not  yet  placed  on  sale. 

WASHINGTON'S  DIARIES. 
In  addition  to  the  1478  type-written  pages  already  copied  of  the 
Washington  diaries  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  I  purchased  two  printed 
publications  and  am  having  them   similarly  copied   to  complex  toe 
volumes  desired  for  our  files. 

WASHINGTON'S  LETTERS. 
All  of  our  collection  of  Washington's  letters,  to  the  number  of  W, 
were  entrusted  to  Mr.  William  Berwick,  of  the  Library  of  Congre«»i 
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the  noted  expert  in  the  art  of  restoring  and  protecting  fragile  manu- 
scripts. It  is  only  necessary  to  critically  examine  these  valued  auto- 
graphs of  Washington,  (which  were  promptly  repaired  and  returned,) 
to  realize  the  painstaking  success  achieved  by  Mr.  Berwick.  His 
restoration  of  the  tattered  and  defaced  original  Will  of  George  Wash- 
ington, (which  is  preserved  at  Fairfax  Court  House,)  was  very  re- 
markable. 

Mr.  Berwick  has  kindly  presented  photographs  showing  portions  of 
Washington's  Will  before  and  after  his  work  upon  it. 

WASHINGTON'S  CANE. 

The  Washington  cane  presented  to  Hon.  Edward  Everett  by  the 
Association  in  1858,  and  the  head  and  ferrule  of  which  was  given  us  last 
year  by  Mrs.  Archibald  Hopkins,  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Everett,  I  have 
had  remounted  in  its  original  form — a  "walking  staff." 

GIFTS. 

By  request  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  the  sprig  of  Eng- 
lish yew  she  brought  from  Great  Brington,  Northamptonshire,  was 
framed  and  hung  in  the  Banquet  Hall  under  the  picture  of  the 
ancient  Washington  church. 

Through  the  late  Vice  Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  re- 
ceived a  quaint  picture  of  the  Old  Tomb,  painted  in  1814. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  New  York  obtained  a  cut-glass  decanter,  (for- 
merly owned  by  Washington,)  which  had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
Morgan  from  Rev.  H.  E.  Spears,  of  Danville,  Kentucky. 

She  also  sent  a  map  of  the  battlefield  of  Gloucester,  Delaware  (1777), 
obtained  at  the  recent  sale  of  the  Lafayette  collection  by  Mr.  Clarence 
H.  Mackay,  of  New  York. 

The  Polish  National  Alliance  offers  a  book  commemorative  of  the 
Polish  heroes  who  took  part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  California  repeated  her  Christmas  presents 
to  the  employees. 

Cash  donations  from  Mr.  Daniel  Edgar,  of  New  York  (fifty  dol- 
lars), and  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Vaughan,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
(ten  dollars),  were  credited  temporarily  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

RELIC  PURCHASED. 

Four  volumes  of  Bums'  poems,  which  had  belonged  to  Washington's 
adopted  daughter,  were  purchased  from  Mrs.  C.  B.  Trierson,  of  Grand 
Cane,  Louisiana. 

Professor  Ward  has  sent  a  box  containing  certain  Mount  Vernon 
literature  and  other  papers  accumulated  by  the  late  Vice  Regent  for 
Kansas. 
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EMPLOYEES. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  list  of  employees  the  past  year.  All 
have  been  well  and  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Wharf,  The  most  important  work  which  is  now  imperative  is  the 
repair  of  the  steamboat  wharf.  The  timber  walls  of  the  approach  have 
rotted  and  the- heavy  ice  last  winter  broke  and  dislodged  some  of  the 
main  supports  of  the  forward  cribbing.  Our  engineer,  Mr.  Archer,  has, 
after  careful  study  of  the  situation  and  consultation  with  experts, 
prepared  a  plan  of  improvement  which,  while  very  expensive,  has  the 
merit  of  being  permanent  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  more  frequently 
renewing  of  wood  construction. 

Shingles,  The  shingle  question  is  still  unsettled.  The  Vice  Regents 
for  Texas  and  Mississippi  have  canvassed  the  cypress  country  thor- 
oughly and  have  put  me  in  communication  with  several  parties  sign!- 
fying  readiness  to  undertake  the  manufacture  of  what  we  need,  but  the 
specifications  call  for  shingles  of  dimensions  and  finish  different  from 
present  day  commercial  requirements,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  hard 
to  find  men  willing  to  do  this  special  class  of  work.  All  bidders  for 
the  contract  appear  to  have  dropped  out  except  the  North  Carolina 
Liunber  Company.  While  their  price  is  higher  than  some  of  the  others, 
I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  this  chance  being  the  only  one  in 
sight  had  best  be  availed  of,  as  the  need  for  shingles  is  urgent. 

Roofing  Implement  Sheds.  At  last  Council  I  asked  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $500.00  for  lengthening  and  reroofing  storage  sheds.  This  was 
not  expended  because  of  failure  of  contractor  to  procure  the  Toncan 
metal  roofing  agreed  upon.  The  old  second-hand  tin  with  which  the 
sheds  were  originally  covered  leaks  badly  and  it  is  not  worth  repairing. 
I  would  ask  that  this  appropriation  be  made  available  this  year. 

Sincerely  appreciating  your  kind  consideration,  I  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  myself. 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 


REGENTS  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

General  Account — Revenue  $38,346.20 

Expenditures    34,265.90 

Balance   in    Bank $  4,080.30 

Contingent  Fund — Balance    in    Bank $  1,466.11 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT 

Ladies  :  In  submitting  my  annual  report  I  must  express  my 
sincere  gratification  that  the  severe  winter  dealt  so  kindly  with  us. 
To  be  sure,  the  effects  are  plainly  visible,  but  compared  with  many 
places  we  are  very,  very  lucky.  Time,  I  think,  will  remedy  all  the 
bad  effects. 

I  have  the  past  year  planted  numbers  of  hollyhocks,  sweet  Williams, 
^all  flowers,  snap  dragons,  etc.  The  oleander  plants  sent  by  Mrs. 
Maxey  and  Mrs.  Wilder  will  greatly  add  to  the  beauty  of  our  borders. 

The  year  has  not  been  a  successful  one  from  the  sales  standpoint. 
The  severe  winter  weather  was  a  great  handicap. 

Total  sales $529.65 

Expended  for  postage,  etc 8.90 

Cash  to  Superintendent $520.75 

That  you  may  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  source  of  receipts 
I  send  herewith  a  statement: 

Plants  by  express $  47.15 

By  mail    36.20 

Sold  here 264.20 

Cut  flowers   122.85 

Seed    59.25 

Total    $529.65 

Expended  for  postage,  etc 8.90 

Cash  to   Superintendent $520.75 

This  is  the  thirty-second  year  of  my  continuous  service — ^more 
than  half  of  my  life.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  thanks 
for  the  encouragement  so  kindly  given  me,  and  assuring  you  of  my 
unabated,  increased  love  for  Mount  Vernon.  The  knowledge  that 
I  had  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  thirty-two  ladies  who  have 
died  since  I  have  been  here  (only  three  are  now  alive — ^Mrs.  Ball, 
Mrs.  Hudson  and  Miss  Longfellow)  as  in  retrospect  I  remember  their 
kindly  words  and  gracious  acts,  seems  to  be  like  a  sweet  benedic- 
tion, and  I  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  that  in  my  humble  way  and 
work  I  may  have  merited  their  friendship  and  good  will. 

With  renewed  thanks  and  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  that  their  suc- 
cessors have  found  me  worthy  of  commendation,  I  am,  dear  ladies, 

f  Yours  faithfully, 

F.  A.  WHELAN, 

Head  Gardener. 
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RECORDING  SECRETARVS  REPORT 

FOR  1911 

To  Dulany-Vemay  Ck>mpany,  Baltimore: 

Printing  500  reports  and  60  copies  of  minutes $200.00 

For  500  extra  copies  of  reports,  ordered  by  Council 58.76 

$258.75 
By  cheque  from  Regent $258.75 

Oifict  Expenses, 

Typewriting    $  25.00 

Packages  to  Vice  Regents 9.74 

Freight  on  box  to  Mount  Vernon «         .76 

Postage  on  announcements  and  single  copies  of  Reports 3.00 

$  38.50 
Balance    11.50 

$  50.00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 

Secretary  to  Councils 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

This  Ck>inmittee  reports  having  carefully  examined  the  financial 
reports  of  the  Regent,  the  Treasurer,  the  Superintendent  and  the 
Gardener.  The  Committee  has  also  compared  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures and  Touchers  as  stated  in  the  Superintendentts  hooks  and  find 
them  entirely  correct. 

Total  revenues $38,346.20 

Total  expenditures   34,265.90 

Balance  of  General  Account $  4,080.30 

Balance  of  Ck>ntingent  Fund 1,466.11 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand  of  Endowment  Fund . .     2,925.97 


$  8,472.38 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  Committee  reports  the  Mansion  in  excellent  order. 
Nothing  needed,  except  to  change  the  paper  on  the  ceiling  of  the  upper 
hall,  making  it  more  harmonious  with  that  of  the  side  walls. 

The  floor  of  General  Washington's  hedroom  has  been  put  in  better 
order. 

The  rooms  of  the  office  should  be  freshly  calcimined;  the  walls 
and  ceiling  of  the  kitchen,  which  are  painted,  should  be  scrubbed; 
the  room  at  the  North  Gate  should  be  painted;  a  screen  partition 
should  be  made  in  the  bathroom  and  other  small  alterations  made. 

MARGARETTA  BARRET,  Chairman. 
JULIA  M.  ANDREWS. 
FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 
ALICE  H.  RICHARDS. 
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REPORT  OF  FURNITURE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  the  furniture  in  the  Mansion  and 
find  it  in  fairly  good  condition. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  woodwork  of  sofas  in  main  hill 
he  oiled. 

The  Committee  suggests  that  as  the  new  By-Laws  adopted  hy  this 
Council  require  that  a  book  be  kept  in  which  description  of  the  furni- 
ture shall  be  entered,  the  Superintendent  be  instructed  to  procure 
such  book  and  enter  therein  all  historic  furniture  in  the  Mansion, 
with  date  and  history  attached. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHRISTINE   BLAIR   GRAHAM,  Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

ALICE  D.  IRWm. 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY. 

MARY  EVARTS. 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Conmiittee  met  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  and  examined 
and  dusted  all  the  books  in  the  library.  They  are  all  well  cared  for, 
but  the  backs  of  some  are  broken  and  should  be  repaired. 

Miss  Longfellow,  chairman  of  this  committee,  who  was  unavoidably 
absent  from  the  meeting,  recommends  some  expert  known  to  her  for  this 
work,  and  we  would  euggest  that  this  matter  be  left  to  her  judgment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Acting  Chairman. 

MARY  POLK  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 

MARY  F.  FAILING. 

SARAH  PENDLETON  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

MARY  EVARTS. 

REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON   GROUNDS,   TREES 

AND  SHRUBS. 

Your  Committee  begs  leave  to  report  the  following  result  of  last 
year's  work  and  of  the  suggestions  for  the  coming  year's  improvements. 

The  road  from  the  Tomb  to  the  wharf  has  been  covered  vnth  gravel, 
which  greatly  diminishes  the  dust.  The  road  from  the  second  culvert 
to  the  housekeeper's  house  has  been  gravelled  and  greatly  improved. 


43 

The  "Hell  Hole"  drainage  has  been  completed.  The  upper  ditch  is 
now  a  covered  drain  of  6-inch  pipes,  with  grarelled  joints,  which 
drains  off  the  water  from  the  hillsides  and  surface  water  and  renders 
the  reclaimed  marsh  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  land. 

The  space  in  front  of  the  Spinning  House,  where  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  keep  any  grass  and  was  an  ugly  feature  in  the  otherwise  neat 
surroundings,  has  been  paved  with  brick  and  is  now  much  improved. 

The  liberality  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Missouri  has  restored  100  feet 
of  the  brick  wall  at  the  North  Lodge  Gate. 

We  would  particularly  call  attention  to  the  vistas  opened  to  the 
West  Lodge  Gate,  and  others  that  offer  views  of  the  river,  which  add 
to  the  picturesque  effect  of  the  grounds. 

For  this,  as  for  many  other  proofs  of  taste  and  judgment,  we  are 
indebted  to  our  Superintendent. 

There  has  been  much  dead  wood  taken  from  the  fir  trees  around  the 
Tomb.  In  fact  the  severe  winter  has  necessitated  much  trimming  of 
shrubs  and  trees.  The  privet  hedges  seem  to  be  nearly  dead,  but  we 
advise  cutting  them  to  within  one  foot  of  the  ground  and  hope  that 
this  will  restore  vitality.  Our  box  hedges  have  better  resisted  the 
severe  cold  and  promise  well.  The  wild  Barberry  hedges  show  no  sign 
of  injury  from  the  zero  weather  and  are  very  handsome. 

An  ash  tree  in  front  of  the  Garden  Gate,  which  was  planted  by 
Washington,  is  badly  damaged.  We  propose  having  the  body  of  the 
tree  thoroughly  cleaned  and  filled  with  cement,  which  has  proved  to 
be  a  successful  way  to  restore  old  trees. 

We  would  advise  the  removal  of  stumps  of  trees  in  the  Deer  Park, 
and  the  planting  of  trees  that  were  there  in  Washington's  life. 

Also  the  trimming  of  the  old  poplar  on  the  side  of  the  road  to 
wharf  and  planting  ivy  to  conceal  the  loss  of  the  limbs.  We  would 
like  to  have  a  young  poplar  near  this  old  tree. 

The  willows  on  the  hillside  by  the  river  are  in  fine  growth;  these 
are  all  from  cuttings  from  the  "Napoleon"  tree  from  St.  Helena. 

We  would  beg  to  have  two  boxwood  bushes  planted  in  front  of  the 
office  to  replace  those  destroyed  by  the  winter. 

All  of  the  Eunonymus  plants  are  killed. 

To  preserve  the  ivy  roots  from  being  torn  up  the  beds  are  to  be 
covered  with  a  coarse  wire  netting. 

The  Vice  Hegent  for  Alabama  offers  to  provide  magnolias  for  planting 
here,  which  offer  is  accepted  with  thanks. 

We  would  suggest  the  planting  of  more  lilacs  in  clumps. 

Planting  azalias  near  the  Tomb  would  be  advisable;  also  putting  out 
Rhododendrons  on  the  "Cemetery  Lot." 
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Assorted  Lupinus  planted  in  any  exposed  bed  would  be  a  pretty 
feature  in  the  grounds. 

The  trimming  of  trees  and  all  details  of  planting  we  leave  to  the 
excellent  judgment  of  the  Superintendent. 

This  is  no  small  responsibility,  for  the  sixty  trees  destroyed  in  the 
storm  of  1S&8  will  require  years  to  repair  the  loss. 

We  would  ask  permission  to  place  a  signboard  marked  'HDo  the 
Tomb"  on  the  road  near  the  Butler's  House,  for  the  convenience  of 
visitors  who  continually  inquire  where  to  find  the  Tomb. 

We  would  chronicle  the  success  of  the  seventy  (70)  shrubs  and  trees, 
the  gift  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Illinois,  which  have  been  so  carefully 
planted  by  an  expert,  by  her  order,  as  to  be  all  growing  well  beside 
the  new  wall.  These  consist  of  20  Mahonia  Aquifolia,  20  Ilex  Aqui- 
folia,  20  Azaleas  and  10  Ancuba  Japonicas. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Chairman. 
MARY  LEITER. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
CHRISTINE  BLAIR  GRAHAM. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
ALICE  D.  IRWIN. 
FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 


REPORT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  finds  everything  in  as  good  condition  in  the  Garden 
and  Greenhouse  department  as  was  possible,  after  a  long  drought  last 
summer,  which  left  the  shrubs  and  plants  in  a  debilitated  condition, 
which  was  followed  by  an  extremely  cold  winter,  which  did  great  in- 
jury to  the  box  hedges. 

Great  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Head  Gardener  and  employees 
prevented  the  injury  from  being  as  great  as  in  other  localities  in  the 
neighborhood.  It  is  hoped  that  the  injury  will  be  repaired  in  a  year  or 
two. 

Examination  by  experts  the  past  year  of  the  conditions  of  the  soil, 
and  the  fact  of  the  garden  being  shaded  by  high  walls  and  trees,  make 
it  evident  that  we  cannot  compete  with  florists  who  use  the  most  ap- 
proved methods  in  the  cutting  of  roses  and  other  delicate  plants.  But 
the  hardier  roses  and  plants  can  be  successfully  grown.  The  old  Persian 
rose  and  the  York  and  Lancaster  rose  are  sturdy  enough  to  hold  their 
own  with  the  box,  which  draws  largely  upon  the  soil  and  fills  it  with 
innumerable  roots. 
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The  recommendations  are: 

1.  To  use  cow  manure  and  air-slacked  lime  to  enrich  the  gardes. 

2.  That  wire  netting  be  used  for  the  protection  of  the  iv^  borders. 
A  gift  of  phlox  (pink,  white  and  lavender)  is  promised  by  the  Vice 

Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

AMY  TOWNSEND. 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

REPORT  OF  THE  KITCHEN  GARDEN  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  the  Kitchen  Garden  to 
be  in  perfect  order. 

The  vegetables,  owing  to  the  backward  growing  season,  are  late, 
but  this  fact  rather  gives  an  opportunity  to  note  the  careful  work- 
ing of  the  ground  and  preparations  to  encourage  growth  and  produc- 
tion. 

We  have  had  since  this  Council  began  asparagus,  onions,  lettuce, 
spinach  and  mint  from  the  garden,  and  before  we  adjourn,  if  there 
come  sun  and  warmth,  we  shall  have  strawberries. 

The  Gardener  thanks  the  Committee  of  last  year  for  its  kindly 
consideration  of  his  work  and  has  no  requests  to  make  for  this  year. 

AMY  TOWNSEND,  Chairman. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
LIZZIE  J.  JOHNSTON. 
ELIZA  F.  LEARY. 
JULIA  M.  ANDREWS. 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  FARM  COMMITTEE. 

Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  has  prevented  the 
Committee  from  making  an  inspection  of  the  Farm,  and  as  the  report 
of  the  agricultural  conditions  has  been  made  by  the  Superintendent 
in  his  report,  your  committee  can  give  no  further  account  of  it. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Chairman. 
GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 
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REPORT  OF  TOMB   COMMITTEE. 

The  Tomb  Committee  finds  the  vines  at  the  Tomb  qaite  a  good 
deal  injured  by  the  severity  of  the  winter,  and  as  they  look  very 
ragged  now  it  is  deemed  wise  not  to  trim  them  until  it  is  quite  certain 
as  to  whether  the  wood  is  entirely  dead.  The  grass  on  the  embank- 
ment on  each  side  of  the  brick  pavement  leading  to  the  Tomb  is  not 
looking  as  neat  and  trim  as  the  Committee  would  like  to  see  it. 
Everything  else  is  in  good  condition. 

The  Guard,  Robert  Garter,  at  the  Tomb  puts  in  a  plea  to  have  a 
notice  placed  at  the  approach  to  the  Tomb  requesting  the  men  to 
remove  their  hats  at  the  gate,  as  it  is  often  embarrassing  for  him 
to  make  the  request. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  guardhouse  be  repainted,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Tomb  also. 

CHRISTINE   BLAIR  GRAHAM,   Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

EMMA  R.  BAIJL, 

FRANCES  C.  MAXEY. 

SARAH  P.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  has  gone  over  the  relics,  dusted  them  carefully  and 
replaced  them,  returning  the  keys  to  all  cases  to  the  care  of  the  Super* 
intendent.    Found  all  relics  in  good  order. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER,  Chairman. 
EUZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
CHRISTINE  B.  GRAHAM. 
MARY  YEAIMAN  WEBB. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
ALICE  H.  RICHARDS. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  has  little  to  report  for  the  last  year. 

There  is  a  manuscript  report  of  our  early  Council  in  the  handwriting 
of  Mrs.  Eve,  which  is  curious  and  interesting,  but  not  as  complete  as 
we  would  like. 

The  filing  of  the  quantity  of  newspaper  excerpts  in  a  scrap  book  is 
not  yet  finished,  but  will  be  presented  at  next  Council 

ELIZA  F.  LEARY,  Chairman. 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON. 
MARGARETTA   BARRET. 
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REPORT  OF  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE. 

After  careful   study  and  consideration  the   By-Laws  were   revised, 
submitted  to  Council  and  favorably  acted  upon. 

These  By-Laws  should  not  require  further  action  for  some  time  to 
come. 

ELIZA   F.   LEARY,   Chairman. 
ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 


REPORT  OF  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  revised  edition  of  the  Guide  Book  having  been  submitted  by  the 
acting  chairman,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  to  the  Council  of  1911,  and  the  edi- 
tion having  been  exhausted,  a  second  one  was  ordered  to  supply  the 
demand. 

The  following  recommendations  are  made  by  the  Committee: 

1st.  That  a  photograph  of  Mount  Vernon  as  it  was  in  1858,  when 
it  came  into  possession  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  be 
inserted  in  the  Quide  Book. 

2d.  The  correction  of  errors  and  a  few  changes  made  which  have 
occurred  since  the  publication  of  the  Guide  Book. 

3d.  That  a  new  photograph  of  General  Washington's  room  be  placed 
in  the  Guide  Book  after  the  changes  contemplated  by  the  Furniture 
Committee  have  been  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB,  Chairman, 
ALICE  D.  IRWIN. 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION 
OF  WASHINGTON  RELICS. 

The  Committee  reports  a  number  of  interesting  relics.  A  book- 
case that  belonged  to  Mary  Washington,  which  was  devised  in  her 
will  to  her  grandson,  Fielding  Lewis,  from  whom  it  has  descended 
in  direct  line  to  John  C.  Lewis,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  is  recom- 
mended for  acquisition.  The  bookcase  has  been  valued  at  $600;  half 
of  this  amount  is  contributed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  through  the  Vice  Re- 
gent for  Kentucky,  so  that  the  Association  can  procure  the  bookcase 
for  $300. 

The  Vice  Regent  for  Kentucky  presents  interesting  photographs  of 
General  and  Mrs.  Washington;  of  Washington's  fishing  tackle,  and  of 
Washington's  headquarters  at  Lambertsville,  N.  J.    The  Vice  Regent 
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for  Kentucky  brings  to  Council  an  original  letter  from  Mrs.  Betty 
Bennet  Bassett,  presented  by  Mrs.  Simon  Bolivar  Buckner,  which 
establishes  the  genuineness  of  the  Washington-Ball  Bible. 

The  Mary  Ball  Washington  Bell.  A  very  handsome  bronze  bell  that 
belonged  to  Mary  Ball  Washington  and  was  sold  with  other  house- 
hold effects  in  Fredericksburg  after  her  death,  is  presented  by  Mr. 
Frank  Watter,  of  Washington.  The  bell  was  made  in  Holland  and 
bears  the  date  1667. 

Relics  presented  through  the  Vice  Regent  for  New  York.  A  decanter, 
which  belonged  to  Washington,  and  which  is  given  by  Mr.  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan.  A  map  of  the  Battles  of  Gloucester,  at  which  Lafayette  and 
Cornwallis  were  the  commanding  officers  of  the  opposing  forces,  given 
by  Mr.  Clarentse  Mackay.  A  pincushion,  embroidered  by  Martha  Wash- 
ington, given  by  Mrs.  Rice  and  Mrs.  Hamlin. 

Miss  Adkins*  Relics.  A  handsome  Canton  china  mug,  which  belonged 
to  General  Washington  and  subsequently  to  Dr.  David  Stuart,  his  friend, 
from  whom  it  has  come  by  inheritance  to  Miss  Adkins,  his  great- 
granddaughter;  also  a  small  mug  that  belonged  to  Nellie  Custis,  and 
a  razor  that  was  given  by  Washington  to  Dr.  David  Stuart.  The 
Vice  Regent  for  North  Carolina  presents  the  razor,  valued  at  $50, 
and  the  Vice  Regent  for  Oregon  presents  the  two  mugs,  which  have 
been  valued  at  $150. 

The  original  grant  given  by  Lord  Culpeper  in  1674  of  5,000 
acres  of  land  to  John  Washington  and  Nicholas  Spencer  will  be  secured 
for  Mount  Vernon  through  the  contributions  of  the  Vice  Regent  for 
California,  who  contributes  $500;  the  Vice  Regent  for  Maryland,  who 
contributes  $300,  and  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan,  who  contributes 
$200  towards  its  purchase. 

The  total  amount  of  appropriations  asked  for  by  the  Committee  is 
$350.  An  appropriation  was  made  last  year  for  relics  of  $250,  which 
was  not  called  for.  The  appropriations  asked  for  this  year  will  only 
be  $100  in  addition. 

ELIZABETH   B.  A.   RATHBONE,   Chairman. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER. 

EMMA    R.    BALL. 

ANNE  C.  A.  BROWN. 

MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 

MARY  F.  FAIUNG. 

REPORT  OF  POST-CARD  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  recommends  to  Council  to  give  an  order  to  the 
Detroit  Publishing  Company  for  a  colored  print  of  the  garden,  and 
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also  for  monotinted  post  cards,  if  the  company  consents  to  copyright 
the  photographs  and  cards  for  the  Association. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 
AMY  TOWNSEND. 
MARY  F.  FAILING. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Press  Committee  reports  having  given  daily  information  to  the 
Washington  press  of  the  occurrences  of  interest  during  this  session  of 
Council,  and  of  the  interesting  relics  presented  or  purchased  by  the 
Association. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 
MARGARETTA  BARRET. 
ELIZABETH  W.  ALLSTON  PRINGLE. 
MARY  YEATMAN  WEBB. 


GOVERNOR'S  DAY  AT  MOUNT  VERNON. 

Weather  was  the  crucial  question  for  the  success  of  the  reception 
given  at  Mount  Vernon  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  delegates 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  Fortunately,  the  sun  shone  most  of 
the  time  and  the  intermittent  clouds  and  shadows  only  enhanced  the 
beauty  of  the  lawns  and  the  river. 

The  usual  official  guests  were  augmented  by  a  large  company  of 
distinguished  Virginians,  who  took  this  occasion  to  emphasize  their 
appreciation  of  the  work  done  for  Virginia  and  the  Nation  in  the 
restoration  of  Washington's  old  home  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association  of  the  Union,  who  were  the  special  guests  of  the  Regent 
and  Vice  Regents. 

The  Governor  and  Board  of  Visitors  were: 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Mann. 

Lieutenant  Governor  and  Mrs.  Ellyson. 

Judge  L.  L.  Lewis. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  McAdams. 

Mr.  Warren  Taylor. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Brockett. 

Colonel  Benj.  Owen,  Secretary  to  €k>vernor  Mann,  and  Mrs.  Owen. 

In  preparation  for  the  reception  of  the  Virginia  visitors  and  other 
guests  the  Banquet  Hall,  which  is  used  by  the  Board  of  Regents  during 
their  annual  meeting  at  Mount  Vernon  as  a  Council  chamber,  was 
quickly  transformed  into  a  reception  hall.    The  long  table  was  short- 
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ened  up  to  the  length  of  a  dining  table  and  was  ornamented  with 
General  Washington's  silver  plateau,  upon  which  were  placed  tall 
vases  filled  with  spring  flowers,  peonies,  syringa  and  vines  from  Martha 
Washington's  garden. 

The  Hall  is  of  noble  proportions  and  was  a  fitting  place  for  the 
reception  of  Virginia's  representative  men,  who  were  moved  by  a 
patriotic  sentiment  to  leave  other  pressing  interests  and  to  come  for 
the  day  to  Mount  Vernon  to  do  honor  to  Washington  and  the  guardians 
of  his  home  and  Tomb. 

After  the  reception  by  the  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  in  the  Banquet 
Hall,  luncheon  was  served  in  the  library  and  the  family  dining-room 
and  Mrs.  Washington's  sitting-room  to  the  guests. 

The  Virginia  visitors  left  on  a  special  train  at  4  P.  M^  and  ex- 
pressed enthusiastic  enjoyment  of  the  day  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  ap 
preciation  of  the  perfect  condition  in  which  everything  was  found. 

The  Washington  guests  remained  an  hour  longer  and  strolled  about 
the  grounds  or  chatted  on  the  East  Portico. 

A  beautiful  wreath  was  sent  down  from  Washington  by  order  of 
the  Detroit  Society,  in  aid  of  the  Vice  Regent  for  Michigan  in  her 
work  for  Mount  Vernon,  to  be  laid  on  the  Tomb  on  this  day. 


The  following  communication  was  presented  to  Ck>uncil  and  received 
with  grateful  acknowledgments: 

(Resolution). 

A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

BIRTHDAY  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 

Richmond,  Virginia, 

Whebeas,  The  agitation  of  an  antifee  association  has  crystallized 
into  a  protest  against  the  present  charge  of  admission  to  Mount  Vemoa; 
and 

Whereas,  The  restoration,  present  beauty  and  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  Washington  Estate  typifies  the  splendid  patriotism  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association;  and 

Whebeas,  The  founders  of  this  association  worked  assiduously  in 
all  sections  for  contributions  to  purchase  the  property,  and  have  sinoe 
maintained  it  through  the  small  charge  of  admission;  be  it  therefore 
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Resolved,  That  the  Greorge  Washington  Birthday  ABsociation,  in' meet- 
ing assembled,  enter  its  vigorous  protest  against  the  objects  of  the 
Antifee  Association,  and  earnestly  request  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
to  take  action  adverse  to  any  change  in  the  present  management  of 
Mount  Vernon,  which  is  now  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  Board  of 
Visitors  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Signed:  E.  E.  DOWNHAM,  President. 
ROBERT  S.  JONES. 
ALBERT  D.  BROCKETT. 
FREDERICK  J.  PAFF. 
J.  Y.  WILLIAMS. 

Committee. 

The  Regent  and  Vice  Regents  were  much  touched  by  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Kester,  of  Gunston  Hall,  near  Mount  Vernon, 
in  which  he  pays  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  founder  and  First  Regent 
of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association: 

GuwsTON  Haix,  Fairfax  County,  Va. 
Mt  Dbab  Miss  Comdots: 

Miss  Cunningham's  great  work  is  so  dear  to  you  and  to  the  ladies 
associated  with  you  in  the  care  and  preservation  of  Mount  Vernon 
that  we  hope  you  may  approve  of  the  memorial  pew  which  it  is  the 
intention  of  those  in  this  neighborhood  who  admire  and  venerate 
Miss  Cunningham  to  place  in  Pohick  Church.  It  seems  particularly 
suitable  that  Miss  Cunningham's  name,  indellibly  associated  as  it 
is  with  Mount  Vernon,  should  be  permanently  recorded  in  Pohick 
Church,  which  is  so  linked  by  its  past  with  the  name  of  Washington. 

It  will,  I  know,  please  you  and  the  ladies  associated  with  you  to 
learn  that  many  have  contributed  toward  this  memorial — a  local 
society  as  well  as  individuals — and  to  know  that  even  the  little  chil- 
dren have  had  a  share  in  it 

We  have  all  felt  that  we  honored  ourselves  in  remembering  Miss 
Cunningham,  and  we  have  hoped  that  this  simple  tribute  may  serve 
to  keep  a  noble  example  clearly  before  the  eyes  of  those  of  this  neigh- 
borhood who  for  generations  to  come  will  profit  peculiarly  by  the 
work  she  did.  It  is  our  privilege  to  live  in  the  shadow — and  the  sun- 
shine of  Mount  Vernon  at  all  times — so  wonderfully  has  your  associa- 
tion preserved  the  spirit  of  the  place — almost  we  feel  in  the  noble 
presence  of  Washington  himself. 

If  the  memorial  to  Miss  Cunningham  which  we  are  to  place  in  Pohick 
Church  meets  with  your  approval  and  with  the  approval  of  the  ladies 
associated  with  you,  we  shall  be  very  happy. 

Faithfully  yours, 

For  the  subscribers.  PAUL  KESTER. 
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The  visit  of  the  Delegates  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Conference 
to  Mount  Vernon  was  an  occasion  of  more  than  usual  interest.  Twenty- 
three  countries  were  represented — ^making  one  realize  as  never  before 
the  vast  extent  of  this  wonderful  organization;  working  in  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  for  the  relief  of  suffering.  In  this  great  concourse 
of  Nations,  speaking  many  foreign  tongues,  there  was  not  one  who  did 
not  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  Home  of  Washington,  and 
their  reverence  was  manifested  by  laying  a  beautiful  wreath  upon 
the  sarcophagus. 

The  following  letter  from  Miss  Mabel  Boardman  was  received  by 
the  Regent: 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

June  8, 1912. 
Miss  Habbiet  Clayton  Comeqts, 

**The  Green,"  Dover,  Delaware. 

Dear  Miss  Comsots  : 

Pardon  so  late  an  acknowledgment  of  the  courtesy  extended  by 
yourself  and  the  Vice  Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion to  the  Delegates  to  the  International  Red  Gross  Conference,  bat 
a  pressure  of  work  has  prevented  my  writing  before. 

May  I  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  other  ladies,  the 
sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  of  the  foreign  delegates  and,  also, 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  officers  for  this  courtesy? 

No  part  of  their  stay  in  Washington  was  more  enjoyed  or  found  of 
more  interest  by  the  foreign  delegates  than  their  visit  to  the  Home 
of  Washington.    With  cordial  regards. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MABEL  T.  BOARDMAN. 

By  far,  the  most  interesting  document  that  has  been  acquired  by  the 
Association  for  some  time,  is  the  original  grant  of  land  (5,000  acres) 
from  Lord  Culpeper  to  John  Washington  and  Nicholas  Spencer  in 
1674.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Investigation  of 
Relics  Committee,  it  was  secured  for  $1,000,  larger  sums  having  been 
refused  by  the  owner,  who  preferred  having  it  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Three 
States  contributed  to  the  purchase — California  giving  $500,  Maryland 
$300  and  Michigan  $200. 

The  Council  of  1912  adjourned  Saturday,  May  18th,  to  meet  the 
second  Thursday  in  May,  1913. 

FRANCES  JOHNSON  ROGERS, 

Secretary  to  Councils. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Finance — ^Mrs.  Graham,  chairman;  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mr^. 
Ball,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Foster. 

Mansion — Mrs.  Harrison,  chairman;  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Ricks,  Mra 
Andrews,  Mrs.  C!onover,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Mrs.  Richards,  Mrs.  Barret. 

Furniture — ^Mrs.  Rathbone,  chairman;  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Harrison, 
Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Graham. 

Library — ^Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Johnston, 
Miss  Failing,  Mrs.  Webb,  Miss  £yart%,  Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Ck>nover. 

Grounds  and  Shrubs — ^Mrs.  Barret,  chairman;  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs. 
Graham,  Mrs.  Maxey,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Irwin,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Leiter,  Mrs.  Hudson. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse — ^Mrs.  Maxey,  chairman;  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Foster, 
Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Kitchen  Garden — ^Miss  Townsend,  chairman;  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mrs.  Pringle,  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Andrews,  Miss  Failing, 
Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.  Harrison. 

Farm — ^Mrs.  Webb,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Man- 
derson,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.  Pringle. 

Tomft— Mrs.  Wilder,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Foster,  Mrs.  Maxey, 
Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Graham,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

Relics — ^Mrs.  Pringle,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Webb,  Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Barret, 
Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Townsend,  Mrs.  Richards,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Miss  King. 

Records — ^Miss  Longfellow,  chairman;  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Hudson, 
Miss  Evarts,  Mrs.  Ricks. 

By-Laws — ^Mrs.  Manderson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Leary,  Mrs.  Brown,  Mn. 
Andrews,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Parliamentary  Rules — ^Mrs.  Leiter,  chairman;  Mrs.  Manderson,  Mrs. 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Leary,  Miss  Evarts. 
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Ouide  Book — ^Mrs.  Irwin,  chairman;  Miss  Failing,  Mrs.  Manderson. 
Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Webb. 

Post  Cards — ^Miss  Failing,  chairman;  Mrs.  Richards,  Miss  Townsend, 
Miss  Eang,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Investigation  of  Washington  Relics — ^Mrs.  Ball,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Webb, 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Foster,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Miss  King. 

•  Press — Mrs.   Brown,  chairman;   Mrs.  Ricks,  Mrs.   Manderson,  Mrs. 
Richards,  Miss  King. 

Indew  to  Minutes — ^Mrs.  Hudson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Barret,  Mrs.  Irwin, 
Mrs.  Andrews,  Mrs.  Leary. 


THE  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

OF  THE  FOUNDER  AND  FIRST  REGENT  OF  THE 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOQATION 

OF  THE  UNION 


TO  the  C!ouiicil  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  June,  1874.     Ladies:     It  was  my  intention,  as  well 

as  my  duty,  to  have  met  you  at  this  time  and  conformed  in 
person  to  the  legal  requisition  accompanying  a  resignation 
so  important  as  mine,  but  Providence  does  not  permit. 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you,  as  to  me;  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  important 
in  their  results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves; 
to  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  responsibilities  or  duties,  laid 
down  in  the  beginning  of  our  work,  not  to  be  lightly  regarded, 
for  they  were  pledges  to  future  generations  as  well  as  to  ours. 
The  minds  and  hearts  which  conceived  the  rescue  of  the  home 
of  Washington;  of  the  completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute"  to 
public  integrity  and  private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the 
gratitude  due  and  felt  by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an 
important  part  in  the  drama  of  the  world;  conceived  it  with 
all  the  reverence  felt  in  older  regions  for  the  resting  places 
of  their  honored  dead;  where  only  pious  hands  are  permitted 
to  be  in  "charge,"  so  as  to  have  them  carried  down  to  admir- 
ing ages  in  the  same  condition  as  when  left. 


Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when 
an  appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  home  and .  tomb  of 
Washington,  the  Father  of  his  Country,  from  all  change, 
whether  by  law  or  desecration.  Such,  to  the  last  owner  of 
Mount  Vernon,  ere  he  was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from 
his  hands.  Such  to  the  Legislature  of  his  Mother  State,  ere 
she  gave  us  legal  rights  over  it.  Such  are  we  bound  to 
keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as  well  as  our  intelligence 
and  legal  obligations.  The  mansion  and  the  grounds  around 
it  should  be  religiously  guarded  from  change — should  be  kept 
as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  home  of  Washington  is  in  your  charge — see  to 
it  that  you  keep  it  the  home  of  Washington.  Let  no  irrever- 
ent hand  change  it;   no  vandal  hands  desecrate  it  with  the 

fingers  of  progress!     Those  who  go  to  the  home  in  which  he 
lived  and  died  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died.     Let 

one  spot  in  this  grand  country  of  ours  be  saved  from  change! 

Upon  you  rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thou- 
sands from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  home  of 
Washington  will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country,  let 
them  see  that,  though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead, 
pull  down  our  churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till  the 
hearthstone  seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in  America,  let 
them  see  that  we  do  know  how  to  care  for  the  home  of  our 
Hero!    Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  so  long  held — 
since  December  2,  1853. 

Respectfully, 

June  1,  1874.  ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 
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THE  REGENTS  AND  VICE  REGENTS  OF  THE 

■ 

MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF 
THE  UNION  SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION 


Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  Regent,  1853-1873. 
Resigned  1873;  died  May  1,  1875. 


VICE    REGENTS   APPOINTED    1868. 

1.  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ogden  Ritchie,  resigned  1866 Virginia 

2.  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  resigned  1859 North  Carolina 

3.  Mrs.  Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  died  1889 Georgia 

4.  Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  LeVert,  died  1877 Alabama 

6.    Mrs.  Catharine  A.  MacWillie,  died  1872 Mississippi 

6.  Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  Morse,  resigned  1872 Louisiana 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  died   1872 Tennessee 

8.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.   Walton,   resigned   1858 Missouri 

9.  Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  resigned  1866 New  York 

10.  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingersoll  Greenough,  resigned  1865. ..  .Massachusetts 

11.  Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  resigned  1866 Maine 

12.  Mrs.  Catherine  Willis  Murat,  died  1867 Florida 

13.  Mrs.  Mary  Bootes  Goodrich,  resigned   1864 Connecticut 

14.  Miss  Phebe  Ann  Ogden,  died  1867 New  Jersey 

15.  Mrs.  Alice  Key  Pendleton,  resigned  1863,  died  1885 Ohio 

16.  Mrs.  Abby  W^heaton  Chace,  died  1892 Rhode  Island 

17.  Mrs.  Jane  Maria  Van  Antwerp,  died Iowa 

18.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ann  Comegys,  died   1888 Delaware 

19.  Mrs.  Hannah  Blake  Farnsworth,  died   1879 Michigan 

20.  Mrs.  Sarah  King  Hale,  resigned.  1861 New  Hampshire 

21.  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  died   1902 Wisconsin 

22.  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner  Johnson  Jeffreys,  died  1894 Kentucky 

Mrs.  Janet  M.  E.  Riggs,  Acting  Vice  Regent . .  District  of  Columbia 

1859. 

23.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willard   Barry,   died    1883 Illinois 

24.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Sibley,  died   1869 Minnesota 

25.  Mrs.  Mary  Pepperell  Jarvis  Cutts,  resigned  1878 Vermont 

26.  Mrs.  Lilly  Lytle  Macalester,  died   1891 Pennsylvania 
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27.  Mrs.  Magadelan  G.  Blanding,  resigned  1884 California 

28.  Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Fitch,  died  1880 Indiana 

29.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Johnson,  died  1866 Arkansas 

30.  Mrs.  Letitia  Harper  Walker,  died  1908 North  Carolina 

r 

1860. 

31.  Mrs.  Ann  Lucas  Hunt,  died  1878 MisBOuri 

32.  Mrs.  Mary  Chestnut,  died  1867 South  Carolina 

1866. 

83.  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweet,  died  1908 Maine 

34.  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Harper,  died  1891 Maryland 

35.  Miss  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  died  August,  1899 South  Carolina 

36.  Mrs.  M.   £.   Hickman,  resigned   1874 Nevada 

37.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns,  resigned  1873 New  Hampshire 

38.  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson,  resigned  1872 Ohio 

39.  Miss  Ella  Hutchins,   resigned   1872 Texas 

1867. 

40.  Mrs.  Janet  M.   C.  Kiggs,  resigned   1868 District  of  Columbia 

41.  Mrs.  Maria  Brooks,  resigned  1876 New  York 

42.  Mrs.  Matilda  W.  Emory,  resigned  1873 District  of  Columbia 

1868. 

43.  Mrs.  Nancy  Wade  Halsted,  died  1891 New  Jersey 

44.  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee,  died   1884 Florida 

1870. 

45.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson Connecticut 

46.  Mrs.  Ella   Bassett   Waslilngton,   died    1898 West  Virginia 

1872. 

47.  Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Mason,  died  1873 Virginia 

48.  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  resigned  1873,  died  1898 Iowa 

49.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott,  resigned  1878 Arkansas 

1873. 

50.  Mrs.  William  Balfour,   resigned    1876 Missiasippi 

51.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes,  died  1912 District  of  Columbia 

62.  Mrs.  David  Urquehart,  resigned   1876 Louisiana 

53.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Maverick,  resigned  1873 Texas 

(This  was  the  last  appointment  of  Miss  Cunningham,  First  Regent). 
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MRS.   LILY  M.   BERGHMAN. 

(Made  Actlog  Regent  1873,  and  Regent  June,  1874.) 

Second  Regent. 
Died  189L 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1874. 

54.  Mrs.  Emma  Reed  Ball Virginia 

55.  Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  died  1889 Tennessee 

1875. 

66.     Mrs.  Lily  L.  Broadwell,  died  1889 Ohio 

57.  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  resigned  1876 Nevada 

1876. 

58.  Mrs.  Jennie  Meeker  Ward,  died  1910 Kansas 

59.  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend New  York 

1878. 

60.  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith,  resigned  1884 Vermont 

'  1879. 

61.  Miss  Alice  Longfellow Massachusetts 

62.  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  died  1882 Missouri 

1880. 

63.  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  died  1910 Louisiana 

1882. 

64.  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Herbert,  died  1884 Alabama 

1885. 

65.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Adams  Rathbone Michigan 

66.  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter; Illinois 

67.  Mrs.  Janet  Dekay  King,  died  1896 Vermont 

68.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Woodward,  died  1897 Kentucky 

1888. 

69.  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys Delaware 

70.  Mrs.  Fannie  Gilchrist  Baker,  died  1901 Florida 

1889. 

71.  Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  died  1908 Colorado 

72.  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  died  1912 Minnesota 

73.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst California 
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1890. 

74.  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  died  1906 New  Hampshire 

1891. 

75.  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder Georgia 

(This  was  the  last  nomination  of  Mrs.  Lily  Macalester  Laughton, 

second  Regent  (Madame  Berghman),  who  died  Nov.  4,  1891.) 


MRS.  JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

Third  Regent. 
(Elected  temporary  Regent  December,  1891,  and  Regent  June,  1892.) 

Resigned  May,  1909. 
Died  April,  1912. 


Vice  Regents  Appointed  1893. 

76.  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  resigned  1904;  died  1906.  .Maryland 

77.  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  died  1894 Pennsylvania 

78.  Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  resigned  1897 Ohio 

79.  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler,  resigned  1894 New  York 

80.  Mrs.  Christine  Blair  Graham Missouri 

81.  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Conover New  Jersey 

82.  Mrs.  Mary  Polk  Yeatman  Webb Tennessee 

1894. 

83.  Miss  Leila  Herbert,  died  1897 Alabama 

1895. 

84.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  resigned  1900;  died  1902 Nebraska 

85.  Mrs.  Wm.  Ames,  died  1904 Rhode  Island 

86.  Miss  Amy  Townsend New  York 

1896. 

87.  Mrs.  Chas.  Custis  Harrison Pennsylvania 

88.  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Maxey Texas 

1897. 

89.  Mrs.  James  Campbell,   resigned   1902 Ohio 

1900. 

90.  Mrs,  Robert   D.   Johnston Alabama 

91.  Mrs.  C.   F.   Manderson Nebraska 

92.  Mrs.  Eugene  Van  Rensselaer West  Virginia 


